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EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING, THE ALUMNI COUNCIL TURNS 100,  
                         AND SIX STUDENTS REINTERPRET ‘SUMMER VACATION’



On the Cover: Kealey Viglielmo ’17 spent his summer getting to know some Adirondack raptors very well.
Photography by Tara Freeman. To read our magazine online, go to stlawu.edu/magazine.
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Ema is a Japanese prayer tablet 
that may express the maker’s wish 
for academic success or good 
luck. These tablets hung in the 
North Country Japanese Garden 
in the Sykes courtyard as the 
2015-16 college year began.

It’s almost like the classroom doesn’t have walls anymore. When we 
break down those barriers, we call it “Experiential Learning.” 14
“You’ve No Idea What I Did Last Summer” because you probably 
didn’t think it meant no vacation—a few students demonstrate.20
The Alumni Executive Council has in “A Century of Service” had a  
bigger impact on St. Lawrence, and Laurentians, than most of us realize.24
“How Could They Keep From Singing?” They couldn’t, as the Saints  
sang their way through a milestone anniversary on Reunion Weekend.29
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PaperTrail
follow the       Class of 2019—By the NumBers

A Word From the President
Little Keepsakes & Kept Values

behavior insists, in the end, “everyone has 
a price,” then what can be set aside while 
still young as something so precious that 
it will never be sold? 

In this college-time formation of reflec-
tive thought, there is also enough power 
in it beyond the individual to teach others 
nearby, even elders on campus, who will 
spare enough curiosity to ask for some-
one else’s story of achievement, hardship 
or survival. This year marks a cluster of 
commemorative anniversaries from the last 
200 years—1965, 1945, 1915, 1865, and 
1815—each touched by the fire of con-
flict. For a significant number of people, 
their own family histories, often painful or 
heroic, can be tied back to many of those 
dates. A university as old as St. Lawrence 
also has a cable-tow extending off-shore 
marked by the buoys of a far-reaching 
history. Over half the Class of 1915, for 
instance, men and women, served in the 
American military during wartime. 

What history, remotely or personally, 
touches students at St. Lawrence today? 
Do they have the vocabulary to talk about 
it? When our students study abroad in 
France, they live in the ancient Norman 
city of Rouen. As they walk those narrow 
streets near cathedral and martyr sites, 
they will see the bullet holes in the sides of 
buildings from the liberation of 1945. 

Meanwhile, for others on campus the 
contact point of history is sometimes 
nigh and raw, for we have students and 
professors among us for whom war is 
not a distant event on the page or part 
of a tour guide’s colorful detail. At St. 
Lawrence today I can recite a very present 
past: a student’s father was assassinated by 
an explosion in a peaceful neighborhood; 
another’s parents have lived for years in 
and out of refugee camps; still others have 
come from places that only 20 years ago 
were killing fields amounting to historic 
genocide. There is usually a story behind 
the family picture on the desk or the 
remembrance kept in a dresser drawer.

The purpose of historical mindfulness 
in a college community is not so much 

ith my suit jacket in one 
hand, my briefcase in the 
other and my shirt sleeves 
rolled up, I walked past a 

police officer in a busy city cross-walk. 
A few paces beyond, he turned around, 
a perfect about-face, and followed me to 
the curb.

“Excuse me, sir, do you have the time?” 
he asked while just off my shoulder, arriv-
ing like a pitcher trying to cover first base 
on a dribbler up the line. At first, I thought 
he was just asking me, “Can we talk?” in 
that detective story way of false politeness, 
often depicting uniformed authority as 
both wise-guy and tough-guy. Then, I took 
his meaning more literally, realizing he 
only wanted me to look at my watch.

I complied and gave him the hour. 
But that wasn’t exactly what he was after. 
Breaking character and going totally 
“civilian,” the beat patrolman said next, 
“I’m a collector and I’ll give you $500 
right now for your watch.” He then named 
the maker and the approximate date that 
the overseas jeweler had assembled the 

timepiece. With a trustworthy earnest-
ness, he assured me that his offer was a 
very fair price.

I was not expecting an off-camera “An-
tiques Road Show” moment, for this par-
ticular wristwatch, suddenly under hasty 
street appraisal, was in its second genera-
tion of family ownership. It belonged to 
my father, given to him by my mother to 
celebrate an anniversary, or the completion 
of his dissertation, or the inauguration of 
President Kennedy. Its deeper meaning, 
in truth, signaled the hope that the Great 
Depression finally took leave of an old, 
low-grade despair. The occasion of the gift 
was never explained, though any or all of 
those reasons would fit the family history 
around 1960, if only as a child recollects 
his parents’ quietly shared triumph. I had 
no way of knowing then how compara-
tively few their valuable possessions were. 

The watch is still worn for important 
occasions, runs like a hummingbird, and 
would be, if old age should drive me to 
financial contingency, one of the last 
things I would ever pawn. For this reason, 
I have singular television affinity, except 
when the Red Sox are playing.  For more 
than a decade, the premise of the popular 
“Antiques Road Show” is to give people a 
sense of their belongings, particularly how 
history makes them valuable. They bring 
their mementos, favorite works of art, or 
family china for expert assessment. As the 
piece under consideration for potential 
auction is described, the suspense builds 
around its authenticity, historical context 
and personal connection to the owner. 
The best viewing moment is the joy of 
the market supplicant hearing a higher 
appraisal than expected, and in that instant 
also realizing the golden price would never 
warrant a sale, no matter what.

To be touched by history through 
intimate memories or small personal 
possessions can nearly overwhelm in its 
power to educate an individual about 
choices in life, questions about purpose 
first contemplated in the student days 
away from home. If the skeptic of human 

knowing with accuracy the exact detail 
of events or other lives, but developing 
a certain kind of emotional under-
standing as intimate as an heirloom 
wristwatch. When we emphasize in our 
living and curricular arrangements the 
sharing of diverse experiences from all 
over the world and across the centuries, 
we are reminding ourselves of a deeper 
necessity for finding sufficient ears and 
voices that can extend the long conver-
sation intelligently. 

We cannot escape even the smallest 
tokens of the past, the cameo brooch 
or signet ring, because they are always 
encoded with untold meaning, unex-
pressed even for those who would never 
let them go. They are conversation 
starters for important matters. Every 
student and every teacher potentially 
carries some small keepsake that reveals 
more about themselves than mere in-
ventory value. Look no further for the 
crown jewels of the University.

Ryszard Kapuscinski in his remark-
able book The Soccer War warns his 
readers about people who “devote too 
much attention to so-called events 
heard round the world, while neglect-
ing the periods of silence.” He calls the 
challenge of allowing the past to speak, 
“the battle against silence,” because 
it is, ultimately, silence that neglects 
another person’s humanity, protects 
tyrants and hides crimes. And yet, the 
antique watch ticks away; it pulses with 
a hard-won, beautiful story; and it is 
worn by a grateful son because it stands 
for something essential. n      —WLF
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Two fraternities 
once again have 

campus housing 
allocations in 
2015-16. Beta 
Theta Pi has 

returned to 25 
College Street, its 

former home, while Alpha 
Tau Omega occupies 72 Park 
Street. Each arrangement 
is conditional. “Both Beta 
and ATO need to work 
with their membership 
to continue portraying a 
positive image on campus,” 
said Christopher Marquart, 
assistant dean of student life 
and director of residential 
life and housing.  

Joseph T. “JJ” 
Jockel ’74 has 

been named a Piskor 
Professor. Jockel has 
been a member of the St. 
Lawrence faculty for 35 years.
The founding director of 
the University’s Canadian 
Studies program and one 
of the original teachers in 
what became the First-
Year Program, in which he 
continues to teach, he is an 
acknowledged authority on 
defense issues.   

The Council of 
Independent 

Colleges (CIC) has 
selected St. Lawrence 
to participate in its 

Consortium on Digital 
Resources for Teaching 
and Research. The 
award will support digital 
archiving of a sizable street 
art collection housed at the 
Richard F. Brush Art 
Gallery while also 
allowing faculty, 
students and 
staff to engage in 
collaborative work 
with other institutions.

June Peoples, 
North Country 

Public Radio’s 
director of giving 
and finance, has been 
named Development 
Professional of the 

Year for public media. 
This national award is given 
annually to a single individual 
working in public media in 
the United States. 

President William 
L. Fox ’75 has been 

appointed to the 
Commission on 
Independent 
Colleges and 

Universities (cIcu) 
Board of Trustees. 

The statewide association 
for more than 100 private 
higher education institutions, 
cIcu’s mission is to develop 
a consensus among a diverse 
membership and to advance 
higher education policy. 

www.stlawu.edu/news

Know
it All.
A roundup of  news from campus.Want more? Find us online:

and mathematical discoveries for a 
popular educated audience,” the 1545 
edition includes a world map, one 
of the first showing what was known 
of the newly-discovered American 
continents. It also contains “chapters 
on the division of the earth into climate 
zones, the use of parallels and meridians, 
methods for determining latitude and 
longitude, and practical applications 
of trigonometry,” McMurray says. Its 
treatise on triangulation, added in 1533 
by collaborator Gemma Frisius, was 
the first proposal that that process be 
employed as a means of locating and 
mapping places.

The book is also notable for its 
volvelles, revolving paper discs with 
which the reader can make various 

or some 40 years, the 
Friends of the Owen 
D. Young and Launders 
Libraries have been 
acquiring and donating 

to the University’s libraries rare 
and antiquarian books that would 
otherwise be out of the reach of regular 
budgets. The latest is a 1545 edition of 
Cosmographia, first written, compiled 
and published in 1524 by the German 
mathematician and cartographer Peter 
Apian (1495-1552), also known as 
Petrus Apianus. 

Described by Curator of Special 
Collections and University Archivist 
Mark McMurray as “a textbook and 
manual intended to summarize many 
of the recent geographical, navigational 

F
Old is Good

astronomical, navigational and 
geographical calculations. “Volvelles 
are wonderful examples of paper 
engineering and art, little paper 
computers some 450 years before IBM, 
Microsoft and Apple changed our lives 
(again),” says McMurray, who helped 
arrange the purchase.

“Cosmographia incorporates the best 
of the Scientific Revolution: a serious 
sense of discovery uncoupled from 
doctrine,” McMurray adds. “It is one 
of the major 16th-century works in 
applied mathematics, a significant book 
combining all the liberal arts.” He notes 
that upon hearing of its acquisition, 
faculty in history, physics, math and 
English quickly indicated that they 
would use the book in their teaching. n

rare 1545 Book a valuaBle additioN to liBraries’ ColleCtioN

1

By Neal Burdick '72

3

high-level “group selfie” of 

the new romoda College 

residents was one feature of this 

fall’s matriculation Ceremony. The 

Class of 2019 set several numerical 

records; for specifics, see page 3.

A
Aerial Photography

http://www.stlawu.edu/news
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eep breaths in, deep breaths out, the heady scent 
of cedar permeating the air. At the chime of a 
bell, I begin to touch my fingers to one another, 
dragging myself out 

of the depths of my conscience, 
bringing myself back to reality. 
Upon opening my eyes, I see a 
small number of other students 
doing the same, smiling serenely 
and savoring the last of the 
silence before we all must go our 
separate ways.

This is Zen Den at the 
L.I.G.H.T. (Living Inspiration-
ally Growing Healthy Together) 
House theme residence, a group 
meditation led by the members 
at their house on Wednesday 
nights. Located at 17 College 
Street, the L.I.G.H.T. House 
focuses on promoting self-aware-
ness, and Zen Den is one of its 
many weekly events.

 

Barbara Cross ’15, speaking for the members of the house 
last spring, said “Zen Den is beneficial as a way to recharge 
and create a sense of mindfulness that students can use in 

their daily lives.” From the welcoming 
atmosphere with tapestries on the walls 
and a cozy brick fireplace to the comfy 
chairs, it’s the perfect way, and place, 
to unwind and find some peace in the 
middle of the week. 

Zen Den is but one of the activities 
that the L.I.G.H.T. House has brought 
to campus since its inception in the fall 
of 2011. The residents often sponsor 
yoga, outdoor meditations at locations 
such as Lampson Falls, workshops, 
potlucks, and other events to promote 
healthy living. These are open to all stu-
dents as well as others. Said Cross, “We 
would like everyone to know that they 
are welcome at the L.I.G.H.T House.”   
For more on the house, visit  
www.stlawu.edu/admissions/what-
light-house. n  

theme house spoNsors weekly ZeN meditatioN for all

in Rwanda via Skype video conferencing. 
For Pond, who began teaching English 

in France in September, taking the class 
meant much more than getting a crash-
course in pedagogy. “(It was) an amazing 
experience to watch people learn a lan-
guage,” she says. “Language gives people 
power. I know what that has meant for 
me, and I want to give people that same 
opportunity.”

But it didn’t end there. Once the course 
was over, seven of the students traveled to 
Rwanda to teach the women in person. 
They also taught members of the Rwan-
dan national cycling team. 

“The women in the sewing coopera-
tive wanted to learn English in order to 
talk to tourists and vendors,” instructor 
Robin Rhodes-Crowell says. “The cycling 
team wanted to learn how to talk to 
reporters and communicate effectively at 
bicycling trade shows. It was more suc-
cessful than I could have imagined.” 

“We spent two weeks in Rwanda,” 
says Pond.  “(At the cooperative), we 
split into the beginner and intermediate 

fter spending her 
junior year on  
St. Lawrence’s 
Program in France, 
senior Anna Pond 
’15 was left with a 

strong desire to return there one day and 
teach English as a second language.

Not long ago, it was relatively easy for 
Americans and native-English speakers 
to go abroad after graduating from col-
lege and teach. Today, however, stan-
dards are more stringent. Those wishing 
to teach English as a second language 
(ESL) need to know more than just the 
language–they’re expected to know how 
to teach as well.

“I had no idea how to develop a lesson 
plan or incorporate things like music 
into teaching a language,” says Pond. So 
in her final semester at St. Lawrence, she 
took Critical Aspects of Teaching English 
as a Second Language. The course went 
far beyond just the theory of teaching: 
about two-thirds of the students taught 
English to a women’s sewing cooperative 

A

D

groups that we had worked with over 
Skype, and taught lessons on describ-
ing baskets, selling articles from their 
boutique, measuring customers to fit 
them for clothing, parts of the body, 
and so on. At the Africa Rising Cycling 
Center, we stuck mostly to lessons on 
bike parts, body parts, injuries, and basic 
communication for interviews. Their lack 
of proficiency in English stops them from 
traveling to European tours, so basic 
proficiency was our goal.” 

“I often think fondly of the people we 
met, all the smiles and laughter that we 
experienced during teaching, and cher-
ish the images of understanding on our 
students’ faces,” Pond reminisces. “It was 
such fun to hear them finally understand 
and use what we were teaching them.” n

By Ryan Deuel & Neal Burdick '72

By Caroline Fleischauer ’15

High Tech, Low Tech

“These are called wheels...” anna pond 

’15, arms outstretched, and six other 

st. Lawrence students traveled to 

Rwanda in may to teach both a women’s 

sewing cooperative and the men’s 

national cycling team basic English.

Breathe in, Breathe out
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studeNts teaCh rwaNdaNs eNglish By skype—theN go there aNd do it iN persoN

St. lawrence university’s board of Trustees has elected 

five new members: Lee Bailey ’74, Joanie Byrne Hall 
P’17 and Nicoline Carlson Sawabini ’79, P’15 as new 

term members; and Christian Ehrhardt ’07 and Morgan 
Pendergast Baker ’08, mcCurdy-Sprague trustees. 

1: BAILeY is a managing director at uS renewables 

Group, a los Angeles-based private equity fund 

that invests in renewable energy and clean fuel 

companies. He has chaired his reunion Development 

Committee, been a panelist for the laurentians-in-

residence program, and served on the leadership Gifts 

Committee. 

2: HALL and her husband, bob, are members of the St. 

lawrence Parents Committee. She serves on the board 

of the u.S. olympic and Paralympic Foundation and 

Welcome Aboard the Board

served on the Cancer Support Community of Greater 

Philadelphia for eight years. 

 
3: SAWABINI recently retired as a managing director 

for risk management at Ge Capital Commercial real 

estate. She has been a member of St. lawrence’s Parents 

Committee, served as a laurentians-in-residence panelist 

and mentored several students in the laurentians 

Investing in networking and Careers (lInC) program.  

 

4: eHRHARDT is a career member of the u.S. Foreign 

Service. He has served at embassies in the middle east, 

the Caribbean and Africa, where he has been responsible 

for leading and managing embassy security operations. 

A First responder and Canton emT as a student, he has 

been a laurentians-in-residence panelist and a laurentians 

Investing in networking and Careers (lInC) mentor. 

 
5: BAKeR is an assistant director of individual giving at 

Harvard’s T.H. Chan School of Public Health. She works directly 

with the Harvard AIDS Initiative and the Harvard Center for 

Population and Development Studies. She specializes in major 

gift fundraising and volunteer management. 

1 2 3 4 5
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A Sampler of Professor 
Garbarino’s Scholarship

Children and the Dark Side of Human 
Experience (2008) 

See Jane Hit: Why Girls Are Growing 
More Violent and What We Can Do 
About It (2006)

Words Can Hurt Forever: How to 
Protect Adolescents from Bullying, 
Harassment, and Emotional Violence 
(2002)

Lost Boys: Why Our Sons Turn 
Violent and How We Can Save Them 
(1999)

No Place to Be a Child: Growing Up in 
a War Zone (1991)

Troubled Youth, Troubled Families 
(1986)

Successful Schools and Competent 
Students (1981)

Protecting Children from Abuse and 
Neglect (1980)

We provide information on books by 
alumni and others on a first-come, first-
served basis. Books that do not receive 
attention here may be recognized in a 
future issue. 

Jim is a master storyteller and a grace-
ful, elegant writer who brings complex 
science to life in dramatically rendered 
personal histories. It is a narrative style 
that makes for clear science and rivet-
ing reading. Be prepared to change your 
mind. I did.

Dan Clayton is professor of history and 
director of the Center for the Study of War 
Experience at Regis University in Denver.  
A Phi Beta Kappa Laurentian, he majored 
in government and was named the first  
St. Lawrence Henry Reiff Scholar.

environments, whether war zones in 
Cambodia or inner-city Chicago. His 
lifework to keep children safe coalesces 
in his latest book, Listening to Killers: 
Lessons Learned from My 20 Years as a 
Psychological Expert Witness in Murder 
Cases (University of California Press, 
2015). This time, his battle for children’s 
human rights takes him to the dark-
est side of humanity and the shocking 
world of brutal killers who commit 
grisly crimes.

 Where are the children? Garbarino 
tells the story of one particularly scary 
beast of a man to illustrate what his 
exhaustive research revealed: “…the 
fundamental   truth that many, perhaps 
most, killers are untreated traumatized 
children inhabiting the bodies of scary 
men (sometimes women).” The man had 
a child’s Pink Panther tattoo on his torso, 
and in the interview with Jim revealed 
that he cried himself to sleep at night.

Garbarino has taken developmental 
psychology into the courtroom in 75 
murder cases across the country, defend-
ing the children inhabiting the bodies of 
these adult male killers. He documents 
and explains how “accumulating risk 
factors” in the early lives of the killers set 
them on the path to violent homicidal 
behavior. This is the context in which the 
killer’s choice to kill must be understood. 
He puts the question rhetorically: “What 
does this tell us about free will?” 

 Jim never excuses or condones the 
crime, of course, and he makes no 
pretense that some killers are beyond 
redemption. But he also believes “we 
should never give up on killers of any 
age.” The outcomes have been mixed, as 
Jim indicates, but it is certainly true that 
his brand of the “social toxicity” defense 
has made a significant contribution to 
shifting how the American justice system 
considers adverse childhood experiences 
in murder cases.

LAURENTiAN
REviEW

Jim Garbarino ’68:
A Life’s Work in Children’s Safety 
Coalesces in His Latest Book
By Daniel Clayton ’68 
I’ve been a big fan of Jim Garbarino’s  
academic work ever since our student 
days at St. Lawrence, where we met 
playing touch football.  A professor of 
psychology at Loyola University Chicago, 
Prof. Garbarino is a seminal scholar 
in the field of child abuse and youth 
violence whose prodigious and highly 
influential body of work—24 books, 
dozens of scholarly articles—ranks him 
among our country’s academic elite.

The theme of much of Jim’s work is the 
moral and emotional damage suffered 
by children who live in extremely toxic 

s the oldest continuously co-educational 
university in New York State, it’s safe to say 
that St. Lawrence has consistently looked to 
balance the gender gap in education. A new 
campus initiative’s aim is to do the same in 

the occupational field.  
Started in the fall of 2014, the Women’s Initiative’s goal is to 

provide an opportunity for students to learn about women’s 
experiences in the workforce, in hopes of inspiring them to 
pursue their career goals. To counter the pervading stereotypes 
against women in certain professions, professional women 
are invited to St. Lawrence from a variety of fields, including 
politics, law enforcement, business, nonprofits and healthcare. 
The initiative then facilitates discussion between them and 
students about their experiences.

 One way the staff and student interns in Career Services are 
hoping to achieve this is through their Fireside Chat series. 
The original Innovation Grant proposal, which supplied the 
initial funding for the program, outlines that, “Through a series 
of intimate conversations, guided by women representing an 
array of industries and demographics, students will gain the 
wisdom of women in the workforce.” The sessions, which are 
open to all students and even those outside of the St. Lawrence 
community, feature a keynote speaker, followed by small 
roundtable discussions and a networking reception. Speakers 
have included Kari Suva P’17, who conducts a consulting 

A practice that focuses on low- and middle-income countries’ 
need to address women’s leadership, girls’ education and 
healthcare management training; and Deirdre Scozzafava, New 
York State Deputy Secretary of State for Local Government.

 Beth Larrabee ’97, assistant director of career services and 
the originator of the program, continues to work alongside 
students to build off of the success of the initial Fireside Chat 
series. Reflecting on the first series, she says, “I was not only 
inspired by the depth of dialog and energy ignited by our 
amazing keynote speakers, community leaders, faculty and 
staff who shared their wisdom and encouraged our students to 
challenge themselves, network and seek out mentors as they 
progress on their personal and professional journeys, but also by 
the collaborative leadership of our Student Steering Committee 
who facilitated the events so gracefully.” 

“It becomes exciting and uniting to find out that women have 
dealt with challenges in the workplace, but have risen above 
these challenges and learned to appreciate their profession,” says 
Chelsea Draper ’15. “I left feeling refreshed and encouraged 
to graduate from St. Lawrence.” For more on the Women’s 
Initiative, visit www.stlawu.edu/career-services/womens-
empowerment-initiative. n

The Women’s Initiative Fireside chats bring together profes-

sional women from all sectors of the economy and students 

hungry for advice on how to enter those professions.

The Women’s Initiative 
Career serviCes iNitiative seeks to impart ‘the wisdom of womeN iN the workforCe’

PeNALTy Box: The music links in our summer issue lacked full credits. Jacob brillhart ’15 performs his music with the St. lawrence 
String orchestra, in an arrangement by director Chris Hosmer; and Corinne niekrewicz ’15 is accompanied on the piano by barbara 
Phillips-Farley. Also, in the story about ryan Daniels, composer richard rodgers’ name was misspelled. We regret these errors.

By Caroline Fleischauer '15

http://www.stlawu.edu/career-services/womens-
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Coaching Up

By Meg Bernier Keniston ’07, M’09 

ou don’t have to look up at 
the North Country sky to 
know when it’s about to rain 
in Canton. 

On this particular late May morning, 
the humidity hangs heavily in the air at 
the nearly empty Merrick-Pinkard Track. 
A closer look reveals an unusual pairing 
of athletes practicing on the far side of 
Weeks Field. Doris Kloppenburg Ferry 
’56 and Divya Biswal ’15, nearly 60 years 
apart in age, are too busy to notice the in-
coming weather as they discuss strategies 
for their final training session.

Doris heads toward the middle of the 
track, stops, turns around and stares down 
the sand pit, about 30 yards away, that 
Divya is standing near. The velvety sand 
is just begging to be jumped into. Doris 
takes a deep breath, and she’s off.

Run, run, run. Hop. Skip. Jump. 
She’s close, but her attempt at a success-

ful triple jump doesn’t quite make it into 
the pit.

“You know what the difference was be-
tween your first jump and this last one?” 

Divya asks Doris. “You were running 
faster. I want you to start from that white 
line instead. If you start closer, you won’t 
slow down.”

“Okay, Coach.” Doris, determined to 
get this right, makes her way back down 
the runway.

“When you take off at the board, you 
have to make sure you look up and keep 
everything moving forward,” Divya ad-
vises. “Don’t lean back.”

“Oh, just like skiing?”
“Yes! Just like that.”
The mention of skiing reminds them 

of how their relationship began. Doris 
read about Divya, who had recently been 
crowned NCAA Division III triple jump 
national champion, in the fall 2014  
St. Lawrence magazine. Coincidentally, the 
same issue included a feature article on 
Doris and her husband, Bob Ferry ’59. 

“I had just qualified to compete in the 
triple jump at the National Senior Games, 
and then I realized that here, right at St. 
Lawrence, was the number one athlete in 
that event!” Doris explains excitedly. The 

two connected through Laurentian chan-
nels and met up in January while Divya 
was practicing in South Florida with her 
club team, the Ottawa Lions.

“She took me to a track and really 
worked with me, showing me what I 
needed to work on for the next few 
months,” Doris says. After the session, 
Doris returned to her condo complex and 
created her own practice venue using a 
cement path that ran along the complex’s 
tennis courts and led to the dumpster and 
some bags of sand. 

Despite their generational difference 
and being hundreds of miles apart, Doris 
and Divya consider themselves on “the 
cutting edge of coaching,” staying in 
touch via text messages, offering words 
of encouragement to one another. Over 
a five-month period, Doris continued to 
practice as Divya prepped and competed 
in the NCAA national championships. 

Doris Ferry ’56, left, and Divya Biswal ’15, 

track champions both, have a lot to share 

despite an age difference of nearly 60 years.

the geNeratioN gap is No faCtor  
wheN this duo starts talkiNg traCk

Y

pete in the long jump next time?” Doris 
asks. “You know, I want to continue this 
coaching thing.”

Without a second thought, Divya 
responds: “Oh, yeah! You’ve got good 
spring!” n

Doris Ferry placed fourth in the triple 
jump and sixth in women’s singles 
tennis at the National Senior Games in 
Minneapolis-Saint Paul, Minnesota, in 
July. In mixed doubles tennis, she and  
Bob Ferry ’59 earned a silver medal.

The two women fall silent as the young 
coach measures the mark. 

“15 feet, 5 inches!” 
“YAY! WOW. WOOOOOOOO!” yells 

Doris. “That’s the best I’ve ever done!” 
“That’s so good! Look how good you’re 

getting!”
As light showers begin to fall on the 

track, Doris and Divya decide to end 
their training on this high note, but plans 
to work together again are already being 
made. 

“Do you think I should try and com-

When Divya finished first in the long 
jump and second in the triple jump, 
Doris texted her, “Yay, champ!” 

Back on campus, now it’s Doris’s 
turn to train for a national champion-
ship. Divya travels down from Ottawa, 
Ontario, for one last session with Doris, 
who is in Canton for St. Lawrence’s 
2015 Reunion Weekend.

ccording to Divya, the 
homemade practice spot 
Doris constructed has 
paid off: “She’s improved 
a lot since January. She’s 

listened, and she’s a great athlete.”
Doris shouts to her coach that she’s 

ready to try again. Divya reminds her: 
“Forward! Forward. Lean forward.” Doris 
nods.

Run, run, run. Hop. Skip. JUMP.
Doris splashes into the sand, landing a 

big jump in the pit.
“Wow!” Divya yells. “See?! So much bet-

ter. Did that feel better?”
“Yes! That felt really good,” Doris 

answers as she looks proudly at her foot-
prints embedded in the pit.

“Wow, we need to measure that one. 
Great job!” Divya runs and grabs a tape 
measure.

A

has also served in mongolia and Trinidad 

& Tobago. 

They didn’t miss the meet, though; 

they hooked the live feed up to their 

Tv. “The facilities looked wonderful, 

and I could see a crew of my former 

teammates lined up on the fence 

cheering for Trevor where my team had 

cheered for me,” said Alissa. “A great 

demonstration of how active our alumni 

are, and it meant a lot." —NSB

f this isn’t unique, it’s certainly rare: 

When Trevor bibb ’15 competed in 

the nCAA Division III track and field 

national championships on campus in 

may, he was, literally, following in the 

footsteps of his older sister, Alissa ’03, 

who took part the last time that event 

was hosted by St. lawrence, 12 years 

earlier. one of four St. lawrence athletes 

to qualify, he finished 15th in the men’s 

10,000-meter run. Alissa was also one of 

I a quartet of Saints to qualify, also as a 

senior, competing in the long jump and 

400-meter hurdles.

“She told me to have fun and enjoy 

every second of it and appreciate it 

for what it is,” Trevor told a Watertown 

Daily Times reporter. “I really did.” Alissa, 

a u.S. State Department diplomat in 

mandatory training for an assignment in 

moscow, was unable to attend the 2015 

meet. married to Andrew Dana ’04, she 

alissa Bibb ’03, left, competed as a 

senior in the ncaa Division III track and 

field national championship meet, in 

her home venue. Twelve years later, her 

brother Trevor ’15 replicated the feat.

Family Tradition

“That’s the best I’ve ever done!”
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We talk a lot about scholar-

athletes at St. lawrence, the 

assumption being that they rely 

on their heads in the classroom 

and the rest of their bodies in 

the sports venue. but that’s 

not exclusive when it comes 

to soccer, aside from the fact 

that success in any sport 

involves thinking. It doesn’t hurt 

(although perhaps literally it 

might) that Harry Copeland ’16, 

a math major from Dedham, 

mass., is six-feet-five, putting 

his head a bit nearer the ball 

most of the time.

hen St. lawrence hosted the 
NCAA Division III national 
track and field championships 

last may, not all of the numbers had to do 
with finishes, feet jumped, and so on. Some 
were about day passes and maple syrup.  

1
2

3
4

5
6

7
8

700 Cartons of milk 
handed out in two hours. 

286 Institutions
participated

36 National champions crowned

700 3-Day passes sold

Milk

288 Athletes named All-America

600 Pounds of chicken
breast consumed

1300
People attended banquet dinner

1856

Athletes
participated824

1300
Half-pint bottles of maple 
syrup given out at banquet

Cheesecakes
consumed60

62,836 dollars worth of
NCAA merchandise sold

110 Pounds of
pasta consumed

T hey travel to their children’s games so often, 
they sometimes develop friendships of 
their own. Women’s basketball moms and 

dads, their loyalties obvious, met up for a weekend 
on Cape Cod last summer. From left are Todd 
Gonyeau (ellie ’17), Pat and Gail Cady (Alison ’15), 
Pat Dalton '81 (Caroline ’17), Chris Gonyeau, Laura 
and Jim McDuffee (Kara ’15), Ali Brandon (Lauren 
Quattrocchi ’16), Kate Dalton and Dave Quattrocchi. 

Support Team

NCAA CHAMPIoNSHIPS BY THe N#MBeRS
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Experiential Learning

photo club so that students who really love  
photography could go on excursions, critique  
each other’s work and hold workshops.”

Emily talked with a crew teammate, who offered 
to help make the club a reality, connecting her 
with key people to get the ball rolling. Then  
another friend helped her find a faculty adviser— 
Assistant Professor of Chemistry Adam Hill, well 
known on campus for his love of photography. 
Within six months of moving in, Emily had already 
added to the University’s long list of clubs.

“The size of our school and our supportive  
community made starting the club easy,” she says. 
“Now I have found 30 new friends who share the 
same passion for photography as I do.” 
                    —Meg Bernier Keniston ’07, M’09

LIGHTS
CAMERA

TAKE ACTION
During her first year on St. Lawrence’s campus,
Emily Parent ’18 found no shortage of activities 
to keep her busy. “There is never a reason to  
be bored here,” she says. “There is always some 
sort of adventure, club or activity going on.  
I wish I had more time to do everything!” 

Emily filled her time by joining the crew team  
and the student social media team, and pursuing 
other weekly events and activities, but still—
something was missing. 

“I have been really interested in photography 
for a long time and St. Lawrence didn’t have an 
outlet for me,” she says. “When I was looking at 
colleges, St. Lawrence always said if you didn’t 
find the club you were looking for, you could start 
one. So, I talked to a friend about re-starting a 

PHOTOGRAPH BY EMILY PARENT

15
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ommunity-based learning, or cbl, components have 
been popular additions to St. Lawrence courses since the 
early 1990s. According to Brenda Papineau, director of 
community-based learning partnerships, “CBL enhances 

students’ learning of course content and increases their active en-
gagement with the local community. CBL teaches students about 
the value of reflection and reciprocity, and cultivates an under-
standing of and appreciation for difference.” St. Lawrence stu-
dents have performed CBL at local boys and girls clubs, daycares, 
farms and programs supporting individuals with disabilities.

Kim Haab ’16 participated in her first CBL as part of her 
First-Year Seminar, Food, Identity and Culture. Placed at 
Bittersweet Farm, Kim spent the semester working with the 
animals and produce. 

“I came to realize how disconnected I was from the food I ate 
and how ignorant I was about agriculture and food produc-
tion, Kim says. “My time at Bittersweet helped me to lessen 
this disconnect.”

Kim went on to participate in St. Lawrence’s Sustainability 
Semester, taking part in another CBL at LittleGrasse Food-
works. “I was introduced to the CSA (Community Supported 
Agriculture) style of food production,” she says. Through seed-
ordering, garden planting and food preservation, Kim was able 
to further explore her interest in sustainable agriculture.  

Elizabeth Bastien ’15, who worked at a local agency for 
learning-challenged individuals, says, “The time that I spent 
there allowed me to develop lifelong friendships and relation-
ships with those I worked with, while also enhancing lessons I 
learned in the classroom.” A Canton native, Lizzie went on to 
accept a position as a Community Mentor with the Center for 
Civic Engagement (CCE), coordinating the SLU Buddies pro-
gram and planning annual campus-community service events, 
such as Kick It and Shawna’s Walk for Wishes. 

Kim and Liz are among nearly 3,000 students who have taken 
part in CBL courses over the past decade, logging over 60,000 
hours of service in the community. As the number of commu-
nity partners and involved students continues to rise, Papineau 
hopes to initiate further cooperation between the CBL program 
and the volunteer services offices, “to afford students the op-
portunity to seamlessly continue their service work outside of 
a classroom requirement.” She also plans to continue a faculty 
development seminar series: “We look forward to getting more 
faculty excited about the pedagogy of CBL, with the desire to 
increase new CBL course offerings.”  n

Get out of class.Community-Based Learning puts 
classroom theory on the ground

By Caroline Fleischauer ’15

Above, Canton native  

Liz Bastien ’15 went back  

into her own community to 

learn through service. Right,  

Sustainability Semester  

student Kim Haab ’16  

helped build a greenhouse 

while learning where  

her food comes from.
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         t. lawrence encourages its students to do whatever 
they want to do and be whoever they want to be. That especially 
goes for their work in the classroom.

Students have had the option to design their own major since 
the late 1980s. More than 150 Laurentians have taken the Uni-
versity up on its offer and graduated with a multi-field degree, 
allowing them to explore interdisciplinary fields that would 
otherwise not be accomplished through pre-existing majors. 

According to Evelyn Jennings, associate professor of history 
and associate dean for academic advising programs, a multi-
field major is not very common, but that’s not because of a 
lack of student interest. Over the years, the faculty have learned 
what new academic programs are of interest based on similari-
ties between student-designed majors. Global studies and many 
combined majors have been developed as a result of common-
alities found among multi-field programs, Jennings explains.

“Student interests evolve,” Jennings says. “We have a lot of ar-
eas of study at St. Lawrence, and some students take advantage 
of creating their own major because choosing just one academic 
program doesn’t satisfy their many interests.”

Emma Turell ’16, right, is one of those students. “At first I 
wanted to be a history major, but I be-
gan thinking that I’d rather major in 
art instead,” she says. It was late 
to completely change majors, so 
she looked into the possibility 
of building her own. 

“I combined history and art, 
and added English to do some-
thing I’ve always wanted to do: 
learn how to write and draw his-
torical graphic novels,” she says. 

The combination options seem infinite. 
One student designed a program that combined physics and 
philosophy. In recent years, Jennings notes, many projects 
have included an art component and a few have focused on 
Middle Eastern studies. 

But a multi-field major is not for everyone. “The drive stems 
from the desire to accomplish a specific project or goal,” Jennings 
says. “If it seems doable and the student has the intellectual 
and academic rationale, anything is possible.” n

wo growing military powers 
were wrestling for control of geo-
politically significant territory. 
At the same time, a dictator who 
had shut down political dissent in 
his own country and executed his 
opponents was also supportive of 
American military strategies. 

These two internationally sig-
nificant situations could be pegged to the global concerns of 
today. Yet, they were the two cases studied by St. Lawrence Uni-
versity’s First Model Political and Security Council Meeting, or 
Model UN, in 1949. (The first concerned the Berlin Blockade, 
the other the Spanish dictatorship of Francisco Franco.)

While it may be presumptuous to give this particular meet-
ing a “first-ever” label, several key pieces of evidence support 

the notion that St. Lawrence’s Model UN conference may have 
been one of the earliest intercollegiate gatherings of its type. 

The UN was established by 51 member states on Oct. 24, 
1945, in the weeks and months following the end of the Second 
World War in an attempt to promote international coopera-
tion. St. Lawrence had an indirect role in its creation. One of its 
long-admired professors, Government chair and treaty expert 
Henry Reiff, began consulting on “loan” to U.S. State Depart-
ment in September 1944 and was a technical adviser in inter-
national law and organizations at the San Francisco conference 
that wrote the original UN charter in early 1945. Reiff later 
served as a technical expert at the London conference that set 
up the UN and held its first meeting.

“On returning to SLU, he spoke widely about the UN in 
the following months (and years)” wrote his son, Daniel Reiff, 
SUNY Distinguished Service Professor Emeritus in the Fredo-

nia State University Department of Visual Arts and New Me-
dia. He also initiated the first meeting of the Model Security 
Council, which took place on campus Feb. 11 to 13 in1949. 
Nine colleges plus St. Lawrence participated, among them 
Alfred University, representing China; Clarkson (Argentina); 
McGill (Canada), Middlebury (France) and the University of 
Vermont (Russia). St. Lawrence fielded two teams: the U.S. and 
the United Kingdom. 

While arguably the first of its kind, the St. Lawrence Model 
UN would come and go over the next 66 years, sometimes not 
existing for nearly a decade at a time. Then, a student or group 
of students would jump-start it once again. One such resuscita-
tion came after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

That fall, Molly Ryan ’05 was a first-year student. Active in her 
high school’s Model UN club, she was disappointed when she 
learned that St. Lawrence did not have a similar organization.

“It was an interesting time,” she says, “because international 
politics were at the forefront of everybody’s mind.” With the 
help of Government chair Joseph Kling and funding from his 
department and Thelmo, she was able to get a new Model UN 
organization off the ground. She and 15 students participated 

in the Harvard National Model UN conference, even taking 
home a few awards.

“Participating in Model UN gives you phenomenal debat-
ing and problem-solving skills,” says Ryan, who now oversees 
volunteer services at Champlain Valley Physicians Hospital in 
Plattsburgh, New York. “It really gives you a unique experience 
not only in understanding international politics but also in how 
to speak publically.”

Nearly 15 years later, Elizaveta Dyatko ’17 followed—unknow-
ingly—in Ryan’s footsteps. Elizaveta, who is originally from 
Minsk, Belarus, and is a graduate of United World Colleges 
Hong Kong, took it upon herself to create the most recent incar-
nation of the organization during her first year. Students began 
joining, and last April, she and a five-person team took part in 
New York University’s Model United Nations Conference.

“We participated with students from Harvard, Princeton and 
other highly-esteemed schools,” she says. “We got to attend 
social events with them, which gave us new experiences and 
knowledge that we could bring back to St. Lawrence.”

For Model UN participants, the experience tends to a have 
lifelong impact.

“No matter what our professional role, we are working with 
many people of differing personalities, opinions and viewpoints, 
yet we are still all striving for similar outcomes,” Ryan says. “Model 
UN prepared me and others for how to accomplish our goals.”  n

RISE  FALL
RISE AGAIN

Multi-field option lets students    
make their own major

Model UN reflects the comings and goings of student interests

T

A Multitude  
of Possibilities

By Ryan Deuel

By Lexi Williams ’15 and  
Meg Bernier Keniston ’07, M’09

“Participating in Model UN 

gives you phenomenal debating 

and problem-solving skills.”

St. Lawrence’s current Model UN  
team: from left, Nina Melkonyan ’18  
of Yerevan, Armenia; Anna Tsybko ’16 
of Yuzhnoukrainsk, Ukraine; Imman 
Merdanovic ’17 of Zenica, Bosnia  
and Herzegovina; Robert “Duff”  
Archie ’18 of Alexandria, Virginia; 
Zachary Martell ’16 of Essex Junction,  
Vermont; and Elizaveta Dyatko ’17, 
originally from Minsk, Belarus.



You’ve

no idea

what I 

did last 

summer

six OF sLU’s FiNEsT pUT FrEsh spiN ON ThE wOrd ‘VACATiON’

My internship was meant 
to find a correlation 

between weather patterns 
and the (raptors’) success.

—KEALEY VIGLIELMO ’17
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It’s funny how soon 
our paths cross, 

creating social circles 
that are endlessly 
intertwined with 

St. Lawrence string.

I gained an understanding  
of the political system  

that I’d never have  
learned in a textbook.

—NICOLE  LEiNDERS ’16

Capitol Hill Interns:  
from left, Alita Rogers ’17,  
Annie Dietderich ’16,  
Nicole Leinders ’16.

Summer fellowship  
research let me  

come up with my  
own research topic—  
‘The Effect of Biofilm 

Growth on Tetracycline- 
resistant Soil Bacteria  

in the Presence of  
Tetracycline’.

—AUTUMN ROLACK ’17

As a University Fellow,
I kept my focus  

on each stroke of  
my paintings. This is  

the way I explored  
a pure existence of  

myself in the art  
world, not distracted  

by anything.
—TIANhE zhONG ’16
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A Century
The Alumni Executive Council turns 100 this year

By Ed ForBEs ’02 and 
Lisa M. Cania M’82

It is a measure of  
neither one hundred,  
nor even hundreds.

Laurentian Milestones

The centennial of the Alumni Executive Council 
(AEC) can only be measured in thousands. 

Consider:
l Countless Laurentians have served as  
members of the AEC.
l The cumulative value of their support of  
St. Lawrence is thousands upon thousands.
l Thousands of Laurentians have benefited 
from programs, internships and networking  
opportunities funded or otherwise provided  
by members of the AEC.

Put simply, it is nearly impossible to quantify 
the impact of the council’s century of service  
to St. Lawrence. 

The most important impact—beyond the phil-
anthropic support, beyond the perpetuation and 

endurance of the Laurentian network— 
has been the cultivation of St. Lawrence’s  
best volunteers, an unparalleled corps of  
engagement that President Emeritus Daniel  
F. Sullivan ’65 regarded as “the best alumni  
council in the country.” 

Service to the council has brought thousands 
of Laurentians home to Canton to share their 
talents, their time and their treasure, rekindling 
again and again an enduring affection for  
St. Lawrence. 

As the AEC celebrates its centennial, we 
asked its members to assess their experiences, 
the relationships they’ve made through council 
service and, as we look toward a second century 
of service, the council’s future. >

Every graduate gets a pin, below. 
Sometimes it’s a family affair;  
left, John Callahan ’78 and his  
daughter Amy ’13 were both  
council members.

Several former council  
presidents, along with 
the current president,  
Ed Forbes ’02, fourth 
from right, enjoyed the  
council’s May centenary.
At far left, Lisa Cania 
M’82, University liaison.of Service
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the relationships
the alumni CounCil shapes Cross- 
generational laurentian ConneCtions
 
The council is:
“My truest friends and confidantes.” 
“A place I go for counsel and advice.”
“Supportive and understanding.”
—Alexandra Kirby Taylor ’89

“We share a common experience as alumni of  
St. Lawrence, but we also share many of the same values  
that were central to attracting us to St. Lawrence in the  
first place: integrity, individualism, generosity, and a  
disdain for pretension and elitism.”
—Rob Donovan ’75

“SLU has an amazing network. I’ve had fascinating  
conversations with interesting people who have lived full  
lives and enjoy sharing their experiences.”
—Neil Chatterjee ’99

“There isn’t a Laurentian I have met whom I didn’t like.  
Every graduate, before me or after me, instantly becomes part 
of my family. The AEC is my immediate St. Lawrence family. 
Everyone has a story. Everyone could write their own novel.  
I am intrigued by every conversation.”
—Chelsea Nuffer Lloyd ’10

“I value the relationships I’ve developed with University  
staff. I’ve always respected their work, but it took joining  
the council to really see how much goes on behind the  
scenes. As a student I knew that the University staff was  
working away in Vilas, but now, as an alumna, I understand 
that the quiet, tireless behind-the-scenes work is what  
enabled me to have such an enjoyable, seamless college  
experience.”
—Beth Slater ’03
(Editor’s note: Beth Slater admired the University staff  
so much she joined the team in spring 2015.)

the future
what’s in store for the  
seCond Century of serviCe?

“The council will become even more relevant in its  
second century. We need to leverage the vast professional  
network of Laurentians to assist our students with career  
guidance and opportunities.” 
—Brendan McLaughlin ’90

“Here’s to the continued spirit of shared vision between  
the University and its alumni.” 
—Joe Richardson ’63

the experience
volunteering for st. lawrenCe

“My favorite aspect is interacting with students, especially  
helping them understand career options. This sense of  
satisfaction makes traveling to campus or Canaras and  
sacrificing work and family time worthwhile.”

—Brendan McLaughlin ’90

“Over the years I had become disconnected from SLU.  
Being on this council has helped me reconnect. I particularly 
enjoy my contacts with current students at networking events,  
practice interviews or the junior/senior dinner.”

—Jay McKee ’71 

“It’s a unique experience—you are able to connect with  
all Laurentians, prospective, current and alumni, in one  
weekend. The work we do sometimes mirrors that of our  
professional lives, but other times it’s very different,  
and I enjoy that aspect.”
—Danielle Weaver ’07

“It has been extremely fulfilling knowing that I was  
directly contributing to strengthening and enhancing the  
college experience for others who will follow me.” 
—Norm Abbott ’65

“Council service is all about rolling up your sleeves and  
providing tangible, meaningful service to students and  
fellow alumni.” 

—Steve Todd ’92

Council Service  
is all about rolling 
up your sleeves 
and providing  
meaningful 
service to 
students and 
fellow alumni. 
    —Steve Todd ’92

“

“

One Laurentian joined the council almost upon graduation  
and has “grown up” to lead. Another joined close to retirement 
and brought seasoned skills to a council in transition.  
One took the helm as the ship changed course. Another led  
after a personal tragedy and council members gave meaning  
and love in unimagined ways. Each AEC president has  
his or her own narrative, and each authored a chapter of  
council history that helped bring the council to today’s secure 
position in University life.

At Reunion, eight presidents gathered for a panel discussion  
on why giving of their time, talent and treasure has been  
fulfilling for them in ways they never imagined, in family, 
professional and civic responsibilities. Deena Giltz  
McCullough ’84 moderated. Here are highlights of their  
poignant, thoughtful comments. 

Q. What was your relationship with St. Lawrence before your 
council service and since retiring from the council?
“I never fully imagined that St. Lawrence would be the  
chief project of my life, other than my family. I think more 
about the future of the liberal arts and of St. Lawrence  
than I do any questions in my professional life.”
—Ed Forbes ’02

“The more I learned about St. Lawrence, the more I  
loved the place.”
—Steve Todd ’92

“AEC is a vital, nimble, responsive asset to SLU and the  
alumni body. [Its members should] keep supporting  
the University, stay forward-thinking, talk to alums and  
students and build appreciation for and commitment to  
the University.”
—Karen Helle Nemiah ’82

“The sky’s the limit! We are viewed as partners by the  
University, and I believe we are limited only by our vision, 
imagination and ability to execute.”
—Sue Eichman North ’76

“Alumni who want to get more involved need to  
understand the great things the council does. Its future is 
based on finding great alumni who want to serve.”
—Ken Polk ’91

The President’s Panel

A centenniAl Commitment
The AEC has long advocated for the importance  
of internships and other forms of experiential learning. 
Their educational value is beyond debate, and the  
council has held that these student experiences  
perpetuate the St. Lawrence network, a University  
asset that is beyond value.

So that every student can build experiential learning 
into his or her studies, the AEC has launched the Alumni 
Executive Council Endowment for Internships and  
Experiential Learning. We aim to raise $250,000 by 
2018 to make that statement a reality. As of this article’s 
writing, pledges had surpassed $125,000. To support 
this effort, visit stlawu.edu/giving. n

>

Laurentian Milestones

A new tradition at  
Commencement is  
the awarding of an  
Alumni Association  
pin (see page 23)  
to each graduate, by 
the Alumni Council 
president. Here,  
Steve Todd ’92  
(president 2012-14) 
does the honors.

http://stlawu.edu/giving


28 29

ignAture Alumni executive council progrAms

The Alumni Executive Council raises roughly  
$50,000 annually to support a range of programming  
for students and alumni. Some $30,000 comes from  
a partnership on St. Lawrence-branded items at Brewer 
Bookstore and $20,000 from an annual auction at  
Family Weekend. Here are some signature programs  
and initiatives funded in whole or in part by the AEC:

l Annual breakfast at Reunion
l Homecoming
l New York City Semester welcome events
l Family Weekend alumni career panel
l January alumni career panel in New York
l Laurentians-in-Residence: Fall and spring sessions
l Winter “Mocktail” networking reception  
     for current students

Council members are engaged in ongoing outreach efforts to 
alumni, current students and future students. Members:
l Write thank-you notes to St. Lawrence Fund donors  
     at each meeting
l Place thank-you telephone calls to first-time donors
l Telephone admitted students
l Meet with Thelomathesian Society officers, editors of  
     The Hill News, student athletes and other student leaders

Finally, the AEC annually recognizes student and  
alumni achievements with these awards:
l The Douglas M. Brown ’63 Award for outstanding  
seniors, awarded at Moving-Up Day
l The Sol Feinstone Award for Humanitarian Service,  
     awarded at Reunion n

We build on
each other’s  
strengths 
and skills.
That’s what
Laurentians do. 
    —Deena Giltz McCullough ’84 

“

“
Q. What was the most meaningful project you led as  
council president?
“I proposed to St. Lawrence that the University establish  
an Athletics Hall of Fame. And the University said  
‘OK, how do we do it?’ So we researched the idea, and  
it’s going strong more than 30 years later.”
—Helen “Aitchie” Ellison ’45

“I’m proud of the affinity credit card program we had  
for about a decade, about strengthening internship  
opportunities for students, and about strengthening the Lauren-
tian Admissions Associates program.”
—Doug Brown ’63

“The council took the lead with fundraising for the Sullivan 
Student Center. Our collective gifts of $250,000 and the enor-
mous energy behind those gifts sent a powerful signal about the 
importance of that building to campus life.”
—Jon Wheeler ’80

“We worked with the Board of Trustees to restructure  
the role of the alumni delegate to the board, now an  
integral position within University governance.”
—Joe Richardson ’63

Lisa M. Cania M’82 is St. Lawrence’s vice president for employee 
relations and secretary of the corporation. Ed Forbes ’02,  
a journalist by trade, is president of the Alumni Association. 

Q. What feelings stay with you?
“My boss once told me that in my life, St. Lawrence  
comes first, family second, work third. My wife told me  
Lawrence comes first, work second, family third. It’s  
funny where St. Lawrence ends up in those two lists.”
—Ken Polk ’91

“We build on each other’s strengths and skills. That’s  
what Laurentians do.”
—Deena Giltz McCullough ’84

“St. Lawrence and the Alumni Counci is a relationship,  
not a transaction.”
—Steve Todd ’92

Spring Break 1981 The Saints sing at the U.S. Capitol. from left: Todd Datz ’83, Jim Strasenburgh ’82, Eric Peterson ’83, Paul “Chip” Cushman ’84, 
Phil Nalbone ’83, Bill Gibbons ’83, Roland Jacobs ’83, Tom Duffus ’82, Tom Mallory ’82, Jim Christie ’81, Brian Hall ’83 and George Daniels ’83.

Laurentian Milestones

Keep From Singing?
The Singing Saints celebrated their 60th anniversary during Reunion Weekend.  

We asked some of the attendees what they liked best about their reunion, and  
what were some of their favorite memories from their student days.

How Could They

“The Saints were not  

recognized or accredited  

by St. Lawrence, and some 

professors would not allow  

us to make up class for  

concert trips. We funded  

our attire and transportation, 

bunked at homes of alumni  

or friends, and sang for drinks  

   at taverns when traveling.”  

      —Richard Lennon ’55

“I recall road trips to gigs at 

other colleges and alumni 

events all over the North- 

east. And knocking on  

dorm doors to give a  

last-minute concert in a  

lounge somewhere on  

campus, so we  

could try out  

our new  

songs.”     

—Jerry  

Peters ’95

“For a musical director,  
the best aspect of the reunion 

was listening to the ring of 

the harmonies inside the 

newly refurbished chapel 

as Saints alumni spanning 

five decades came together 

in common song to fill the 

chapel once again with fun, 

energetic and uniquely  

“Two fond memories  

jump to mind. First, while 

heading to Montreal on tour, 

to prove that our 15-person 

van really held a singing 

group, we had to sing our 

way across the border. Sec-

ond, using sock puppets to 

deliver ‘King of Spain.’ ” 
—Andrew Wilson ’06

          “I still remember...    
         l Trips through the  

         North Country to  

                    gigs with our  

                       manager, Vinnie   

                            Cashman ’55,   

                                 driving. If 

there was a fire in the  

distance, our gig became  

secondary as we rushed  

to the scene, since he was  

a volunteer fireman.  
l A week at Whiteface,  

singing at cocktail hour  

and dinnertime, all ski  

expenses provided.  
l The Skidmore College  

‘Singspiration’ trip with  

11 other men’s and women’s  

a cappella groups singing  

non-competitively for each 

other’s enjoyment. 
l Singing on TV’s ‘Steve  

Allen Show,’ and singing 

‘Mood Indigo’ at Sarah  

Lawrence College for its  

composer, Duke Ellington, 

whose daughter was a  

student there.” 

—Jan Knost ’56

Singing Saints music. (My 

favorite memories involve) 

singing in Gulick, in the Pub, 

at sororities, wearing our  

red socks, blue blazers and 

khaki pants.”  
—Ken Hughes ’98



S

Lots more info about the alumni association and its executive Council can be found at alumni.stlawu.edu/alumniassociation.

http://alumni.stlawu.edu/alumniassociation
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as articulate as an English, history or government major.”  
Maurer has made this vision of 21st-century oral communi-

cation education at St. Lawrence an integral part of his family 
legacy. Representing three generations of Laurentians (children 
Jonathan ’81, Christopher ’74 and wife Holly ’75, Meredith 
’81, and grandson Paul ’03), the Maurer Family Foundation 
established the Maurer Professorship in Rhetoric and Commu-
nication in 2007. Under the direction of Maurer Professor Kirk 
Fuoss of performance and communication arts, St. Lawrence’s 
Rhetoric and Communication Program (RCP), which Maurer 
calls “a sea change in the college curriculum,” has provided a 
wide range of oral communication enrichment opportunities 
for faculty, staff and students over the last seven years, including 
faculty professional development series and student workshops, 

or Gil Maurer ’50, effective oral communica-
tion is not just one among many St. Lawrence 
graduation requirements, but one of the most 
important skills Laurentians need to succeed 
in today’s highly competitive, global society. 
Maurer bases this conviction on a lifetime of 
experience in the communications field, both 

in his former position as an executive vice president and chief 
operating officer at the Hearst Corporation and in his current 
capacity as Hearst consultant and director. 

“A student today should not graduate without a skill in oral 
presentation at least equal to the writing skills colleges have so 
long demanded,” he stated in this magazine in summer 2014. 
“A chemistry or math major should be equally  

By Carol Smith

F
Gifts Bestowed

Foundation grants Fuel steps Forward in communication,  
international student awareness and the sciences

t. Lawrence has received over $600,000 in grant 

funding from the National Science Foundation 

to launch a new “Liberal Arts Science Scholars” 

program. Twenty academically talented 

students with high financial need will be selected for the 

five-year program, designed to help them successfully 

pursue majors and eventually careers in STEM fields 

(science, technology, engineering and mathematics). The 

multidisciplinary project faculty team of Jessica Chapman 

and Ivan Ramler (statistics), Adam Hill (chemistry) and 

Jeff Chiarenzelli ’81 and Judith Nagel-Myers (geology) 

will teach specialized first-year courses, provide strong 

mentoring support for the scholars, and guide them 

through a series of enrichment opportunities, including 

a pre-orientation in the Adirondacks and career planning 

workshops in the sciences.  

Left to right: Jeff Chiarenzelli ’81, Judith Nagel-Myers,  

Jessica Chapman, Adam Hill and Ivan Ramler. 

national science Foundation: encouragement in stem Fields

S

with a special emphasis on 
first-year classes. 

In spring 2015, Maurer’s 
championship of the RCP 
helped secure a major grant 
award from the Hearst Foun-
dation. St. Lawrence will apply 
the majority of the grant funds 
to revitalize the RCP with 
new programming, instill-
ing in students and faculty a 
refreshed appreciation for the 
discipline. The expanded RCP 
curriculum will feature more 
group work and intercultural 
communication as well as offer 
students more opportunities 
outside of the classroom to 
practice speaking skills. 

A portion of the grant funds 
will enhance physical spaces 
around campus to construct 
flexible workspaces with 
state-of-the-art presentation 
technologies in Owen D. 
Young Library. Renovations 
conducted over the summer 
included group study rooms 
equipped with whiteboards 
and large-screen displays, and 
the creation of one lecture 
space with 35 seats and one 
seminar space with 12 seats. n

T he Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 

has awarded a major grant to St. 

Lawrence to pilot a new Global 

Gateways program to help new international 

students adjust to U.S. campus life. With 

grant funding, St. Lawrence will launch 

an intensive summer immersion course 

in summer 2016 for 15 to 20 first-year 

international students, who will be matched 

with high-achieving first-year domestic 

student “ambassadors,” conversation partners 

and guides to American culture. A key 

grant component will provide professional 

development for St. Lawrence faculty and 

staff in best practices in educating and 

supporting international students. 

Mellon Foundation: Helping 
International Students Feel at Home
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An anonymous St. Lawrence parent couple has estab-
lished a challenge: They will give $50,000 to the John 
Meagher Endowment Fund if others match their generous 
gift by December 31, 2015. This important fund needs 
$400,000 to meet its goal of $1,000,000. 

The fund will support the Office of Disability and Accessibil-
ity Services, which many St. Lawrence students rely on to help 
them navigate the unique challenges they face in college, whether 

needing special software technol-
ogy that converts text to speech, or 

working with tutors and professional 
staff on learning patterns. John Meagher 

served as its director for many years until 
his recent retirement.  To learn more about the 

fund, or to discuss a gift: Chad Tessier, ctessier@stlawu.edu 
or 315-229-5519.

Sustainability Semester students 
delve into complex and challenging 

environmental issues through their 
intensive study and hands-on experience. 

The program focuses on living and learning in both rural 
and urban settings through interactive experiences.  
In addition to academic study, living sustainably on a local farm 
site and working with community partners in the North Country 

and in Boston, students expand their knowledge through paid, 
project-based summer internships.

St. Lawrence seeks support to build an endowment to fund 
this program in perpetuity. Concurrently, we continue to raise 
dollars to provide internship opportunities for each student in the 
program. For more information: Sue Regier,  
sregier@stlawu.edu or 315-229-1861. 

Support StudentS GaininG real-World 
SuStainability experience

parentS Set up John MeaGher  
endoWMent Fund challenGe 

KdS aluMnae Fund continueS  
to Gain MoMentuM  

Since its creation in 2011, over $152,000 in gifts and pledges have 
been made in support of the KDS Alumnae Fund. KDS sisters have fully 
met the dollar-for-dollar $25,000 challenge match made by Chris Koski ’79 
and Hilary Valentine ’89 at the fund’s inception, allowing, among other proj-
ects, expansion of and renovations to the upstairs bathroom, window coverings 
throughout the house, a new rug for the front room and exterior painting.  

The goal is to reach $250,000 by the house’s 50th anniversary in 2019.   
For more information: Kim Hissong, khissong@stlawu.edu  
or 315-229-5837.

To-Do List

eandering in the company of the Little River, 
the Saddlemire Trail is one of the campus’s 
newest recreational outlets, leading students 

into the midst of nature only footsteps away from their 
residences. University Trustee Thomas P. Saddlemire ’70 
and Constance Harris Saddlemire ’70 generously provided 
the funding to construct this trail for the enjoyment of 
runners, walkers, bicyclists, cross-country skiers and 
snowshoers. Connecting the Avenue of the Elms near the 
Elsa Gunnison Appleton Riding Hall to the Kip Trail, the 
1.2-mile Saddlemire Trail has created a continuous loop 
of over 4.5 miles. Construction began last winter and 
required careful design so as not to encroach on federally 
protected wetlands. Stone dust was laid as a base, and a 
system of boardwalks traverses the wettest areas. 

During Commencement Weekend in May, President 
William L. Fox ’75 and members of the Board of Trustees 
dedicated the trail. Tom Saddlemire said he hopes it will 
inspire Laurentians to exercise and socialize. Ryan W. 
Orvis ’17, president of the Thelomathesian Society, who 
spoke on behalf of the students, couldn’t agree more: “I 
hope all will venture down the path at some point during 
their St. Lawrence career to reflect on their Laurentian 
experience,” he said.    
 —Shayla Snyder Witherell ’11

Left: Tom Saddlemire ’70, left, and President Fox unveil a 

plaque marking the campus terminus of the new Saddlemire 

Trail. Right, boardwalks carry the trail over environmentally 

sensitive wetlands.

A trail for all Laurentians

M

GIVING GOAL FOR
REUNION 2016$8,000,000

VOLUNTEERS
230

SET CLASS ATTENDANCE RECORDS
1945,1956,1965 SET CLASS GIVING RECORDS

1955,1965,
1971,1994,2005

BY THE NUMBERS

TOTAL GIVING
FOR REUNION 2015$5,581,334

TOTAL
PARTICIPATION
RATE

31%

mailto:ctessier@stlawu.edu
mailto:sregier@stlawu.edu
mailto:khissong@stlawu.edu
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By Sydney Fallone  ’17

hroughout my high school 
years, I was propelled by 
my dream of attending an  

        Ivy League institution. 
I found myself blinded by the 
allure of the Ivies, socialized to 
believe that there was only one 
track to success: through a top-
tier, elite academic institution. 

As an involved and passion-
ate student, I yearned for an 
intimate academic environ-
ment that encouraged stimulating class discussion and 
participation. I desired to build relationships with my 
professors that spanned beyond the classroom. 

As a first-year at St. Lawrence, the dedication exhib-
ited by the faculty and staff astounded me. It became 
clear that SLU professors love to teach and help their 
students, to do anything in their power to advance 
their students academically and personally. I learned 
it is not uncommon for a professor to seek students 
out to provide them with enriching opportunities or 
invite them for a home-cooked meal. 

Despite my satisfaction, the appeal of the Ivies  
remained, and I transferred. Once there though, I felt 
as if my professors were detached and uninterested in 
forging relationships with students. If we had a ques-
tion, we were encouraged to ask our peers or a TA 
rather than bother the professor. I felt like a customer 
consuming a mass-produced education. No one cared 
if I showed up to class. My professor didn’t even know 
my name. I was not a valued part of the community. 
I was simply a number. 

Ironically, elite schools like to boast that they teach 
their students how to think, which often means train-
ing in the analytical and rhetorical skills necessary for 
success in technocratic areas. Very few individuals I 

met met during my Ivy semester 
involved themselves in activi-
ties that nourished their souls, 
mostly because there wasn’t time 
in the day to fit in something 
not academically oriented. 

Conversely, at St. Lawrence 
we are strongly encouraged to 
balance coursework with en-
riching out-of-classroom expe-
riences. SLU students are em-
boldened to embrace our inner 

passions, thirst for adventure and quest for personal 
growth. We are continually propelled to experience ev-
erything that St. Lawrence has to offer, whether it’s by 
joining a team, hosting a radio show, writing for The 
Hill News or signing up for an Outing Club trip. 

My semester at an Ivy taught me a hard-earned les-
son: maybe society doesn’t have it right after all. Every 
day I was away I yearned for St. Lawrence. My ap-
preciation has grown immensely for this special, life-
changing place. There is something to be said about 
an institution that has largely retained its allegiance 
to real educational values: professors’ involvement, 
diverse coursework, balance, dedication to critical 
thought, self-reflection, adventure, and the creation 
of life-long friendships and networks. 

The SLU experience is so unbelievably special. I feel 
honored to be part of such a wonderful community 
that values every member. Returning home is one  
of the best decisions I have ever made for myself,  
because there truly is no place like St. Lawrence. n

Returning Home

We welcome your submissions for “First-Person.” They should be no more than 500 words and should connect with an 
aspect of your lifelong experience with St. Lawrence University. For consideration, please email nburdick@stlawu.edu.

FiRsT-PeRson

t
My semester at 
an Ivy taught 

me a hard-
learned lesson: 
maybe society 
doesn’t have it 
right after all.

,,

,,

Adapted from a longer editorial the 
author, of Penfield, New York, wrote for 
The Hill News in the spring of 2015.

13245867

@strokeseat

Tanya Nicole Milan

@jrobglass

Kate Fletcher

Jennifer Martell Hemsted

@judydibo

@pnakamura9 Laura Festine

#SLUfamous
 Dog Days: How do Laurentian pets show their spirit? 

@tayloroowen

@cassieleejones

Kate Faggiani Fletcher ’85 

has a lot to be excited 

about: her son Ryan is a 

member of the Class of 

2019 and their new puppy 

Finn seems to love the 

scarlet and brown, too! 

@darnitgarnett

mailto:nburdick@stlawu.edu


and had dinner with me. 
Of course, we talked about 
St. Lawrence, then he shared 
his business accomplishments 
with me. He is writing his 
memoirs, which will be quite 
extensive. He has had one 
book published called 
Letters Home.
 
My greatest wish is that you 
will drop me a line. We should 
keep in touch; our numbers 
are dwindling.
 1951
Janet tag O’LOughLin
510 Lake Dornoch Drive
Pinehurst, NC 28734
910-246-6415
jtolonlake@nc.rr.com
next Reunion: 65th, 
June 2-5, 2016

eletha Jensen Yeaton wrote 
on her SLU pledge envelope 
that she is still traveling. This 
year she is taking a Viking 
River Cruise to Holland 
and Belgium. 

1952
Barbara Robertson Mitchell
9 Pepperidge Road
Morristown, NJ 07960
973-267-9542
barmitchell@msn.com
next Reunion: 65th, 2017
 
Lloyd Cox died in May. He was 
a businessman and a University 
trustee. There’s a memorial 
notice in “In Memory.”

MaryLou Cole attarian still 
loves her retirement home in 
Durham, N.C. Her granddaugh-
ter graduated from Duke, and 
is working at Saks in NYC. Her 
son, David, is still in orthope-
dics at Duke. She travels up to 

banner for ’45 as Paul and Bell 
walked and I rode in a golf cart 
with Jean Herndon. At award 
ceremonies following in the 
chapel, it was announced that 
our class received the Scarlet 
and Brown prize for highest 
percentage of Reunion giving 
among Honor Guard classes: 
87 percent. There was a 
standing ovation!

Sorry to report that 
ellis Bradford passed away 
March 9, 2015. He was in the 
Navy program at SLU and 
married a Pi Phi sorority sister. 
Our condolences to his family.

Betty Dickerson thomas 
writes that she’s a retired 
social worker living in Oakland, 
Calif., and does volunteer work.

1946
ann MiLLeR hiLChie
7720 Indian Oaks Drive
Apt. I-309
Vero Beach, FL 32966
772-562-2149
hilchann@aol.com 
next Reunion: 70th, 
June 2-5, 2016

Virginia Bailey Bingham died 
on April 19, 2015. I talked to 
her on the phone, probably 
in January or February. Her 
spirits were good in spite of 
her condition; she had been 
an invalid for years. She 
managed well with the loving 
care by her husband, Al, in 
their home most of the time.
 
Earle Kirkbride ’48 lives in the 
same retirement community I 
do, but quite a distance from 
me. He came to my residence 

HONOR, COURAGE, 
COMMITMENT!  Given by 
the Class of 1945 on its 70th 

Reunion, May 28-31, 2015.”
The bench is located on 
the Dean-Eaton Hall side of 
Carnegie, because that’s where 
Muster was held every day. 

There were two Navy men 
from this program present. 
Bell Herndon ’47 was most 
helpful in contacting the Navy 
men regarding the bench and 
is a very loyal Laurentian. Bell’s 
wife, Jean, was with him. 
Paul Durkin drove from Clarks 
Summit, Pa., arriving just 
before the dedication.

A surprise package came in 
the mail from Sid Eudene ’50, 
Company A, with pictures of 
coeds and Navy men during 
the summer of 1944. Those 
pictures bring back lots of 
memories. Some are at the 
quarry where we used to go 
swimming. Barney Martin, 
Company C, tells me that he is 
enjoying retired life in Florida.  
His wife, Jean anne hannon, 
was an original ’45er.  

At the parade on Saturday, 
our class led off! My twin 
grandchildren carried the 

1945
heLen aitChisOn eLLisOn
1405 Greenbriar Lane
West Grove, PA 19390
610-345-0908
hhellison@aol.com
next Reunion: 75th, 2020

How I wish you could have 
been at St. Lawrence for our 
70th reunion! The weather was 
gorgeous the whole weekend. 
(Remember our 50th, when it 
rained all weekend and we had 
to have the parade in the field 
house?)  My daughter Susan 
Ellison Lackmann ’77 drove 
me to Canton and daughter 
Andrea “Boo” Ellison Mulla ’82 
also drove from Alexandria, 
Va., with her twin daughter 
and son, age 12.   

We dedicated a bench to 
the Navy men who were at 
SLU 1943-46. Lawry Gulick, 
St. Lawrence president in the 
1980s, designed and crafted 
the plaque, traveling to 
Annapolis to make sure that 
he had the correct naval 
insignia. The words say, “This 
bench honors V-5 and V-12 
Laurentians who served 
our nation in World War II.  

Boston to see her other son, 
who is in investments there. 

Bob Bruce still runs in races in 
New York State.

Per Buer can still read the 
newspapers without glasses. 
Lucky him! He was going to 
Norway last summer with his 
wife, son and grandchildren, 
who are triplets. 

I am still doing all things I 
always did, just a little slower. 
Enjoy your fall.  

1953
LOis shaVeR WeLLs
PO Box 22
Ogdensburg, NY 13669
518-312-5913
bigdeerpond@gmail.com 
next Reunion: 65th, 2018

george Van Wyck was an 
honored attendee at the 
outdoor wedding of Melissa 
Rogers ’11 and Adam Baitsell 
’10 in Biscayne Bay, Fla. This 
came about because each 
year part of George’s donation 
to our alma mater is desig-
nated toward the O. Kenneth 
Bates Award fund, which was 
started by heidi genhart 
Kuehn, wherein the head of 
the mathematics department 
has the discretion to reward 
outstanding math students 
each year, and Melissa was 
a recipient.

1954
FRanK shieLDs
16 Seward Street
Glens Falls, NY 12804
518-745-1775
fmshields@roadrunner.com
next Reunion: 65th, 2019 

Mimi and I had the pleasure of 
being in Canton for Reunion. 
We intended to attend only 
the parade and the Honor 
Guard dinner, as a funeral in 
my hometown (Johnstown, 
N.Y.), could not be missed. So 
my string of 34 reunions was 
not totally interrupted. The 

class was also represented by 
Dr. Dave thompson, 
along with Joyce Sullivan 
Thompson ’55, and Dick Knies 
and Connie Doughty Knies’55. 
Dick brought his 1912 
automobile to the festivities, 
and Dave said it was the hit 
of the Class of ’54. 

Connie and Joyce joined 
Pris Harvey Schroeder ’56 
to put together a joint 60th 
Reunion. They had great 
attendance and should be 
proud of their efforts.  

1955
COnnie DOughtY Knies
43 Westgate Blvd.
Plandome, NY 11030 
516-365-9029
cdknies@optonline.net  
next Reunion: 65th, 2020

A more complete version of 
this report is being mailed to 
class members.

My news is of our reunion of 
May 28 -31. It’s hard indeed to 
believe it was 60 years ago 
that we left our alma mater 
wondering if we’d ever return. 
Those of us who did had a 
great time, but if you weren’t 
able to be there, know that 
you were missed!

Dick ’54 and I drove up 
trailering our 1912 Model T 
Ford for the parade and 
bringing gina Potter Jacobsen 
and Bev harper nalven with 
us. Bev worked for a charitable 
foundation that supported and 
mentored deserving students 
at Swarthmore College.

ted hiller, our co-chair, was 
unable to attend—a family 
trip to Scotland conflicted—
but nobly contacted 42 
classmates to urge attendance. 
Among them were William 

“Chick”uhlen, who lives 
in Canandaigua and also 
enjoys spending time in 
Cabo San Lucas in Mexico; 
Don anderson, who had a 
granddaughter graduate from 
St. Lawrence two weeks 
before our reunion; and 
William “Boog”Davison, 
who was recovering from 
open-heart surgery. 

Richard “Rit”Lennon, who also 
co-chaired and made many 
calls, was busy dividing his 
time between our class 
activities; the Singing Saints, 
who were celebrating their 
60th anniversary; and the 
Alumni Council, celebrating 
their centennial. He chatted 
with Bill Plimpton and Ron 
Bastian who, he said, both 
looked well.

Many thanks go to norma 
sutton Denu, Barbara Brown 
Young, Bev Nalven, Gina Ja-
cobsen, ann hasbrouck Close 
and Marion Kelley Fuchs, all of 
whom made calls and were on 
hand. Norma has a daughter in 
Canton, so she had no worries 
about where to stay. Bar-
bara drove up with her cousin, 
Dorothy Hornkohl Phillips ’50, 
so she got to socialize with 
two classes.  

You may remember that Bob 
gould played the chapel bells 
all four years; he has continued 
with musical activities by lead-
ing women’s singing groups. 
On Friday night, along with 
the Class of ’56, we performed 
such timeless classics as “How 
Much Is That Doggie in the 

Window?”(complete with ears 
and paws and “arf-arfs”) and 
“Yabba Dabba Honeymoon,”to 
the amusement and (thun-
derous!) applause of the 
crowd. Gina (almost the only 
one in this choir who actu-
ally admitted to being able to 
sing!), Norma, Bev, Joan Pellet 
McFarlane, Marian, Ann and 
I were joined by ’56ers Doris 
Kloppenburg Ferry, Edwina 
“Winnie”Pisani Thorn, Ann 
Shipman Wells, Betsy Colyer 
Guernsey and Nancy Purcell 
Murphy. Plaques were present-
ed to Lucy Tower Funke ’56 
and Joyce sullivan thompson 
for their many (57 for Joyce!) 
years of doing the Class Notes 
for the magazine. 

Then Hundley Thompson ’56 
and Brian McFarlane both 
spoke. Brian, an experienced 
broadcaster, surely knows how 
to get a crowd going. 
On Saturday he signed his 
latest book, a hockey story for 
children at Brewer Bookstore, 
until they ran out of copies. 

In the chapel after the pa-
rade, President Fox spoke 
movingly about how many 
innovations have been made 
in the educational program at 
St. Lawrence. Vince Cashman 
proudly announced our class 
gift, which was our largest 
ever, with a participation rate 
of 51%. Vince deserves great 
credit for working hard and so 
successfully, this year and for 
many years, as development 
chair for our class despite 
his many other activities and 
health issues.

We chatted a bit with Bill 
tumber and Janet and Charlie 
umbrect and his wife, all 

CLASS     NOTES

For information about becoming a reporter for any class prior to 1940, please contact Joe Keniston, 315-229-1858 or jkeniston@stlawu.edu.

You on You: This is your 
half of the alumni magazine. 

Be part of it–send news 
to your class reporter.
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No Notes?
Classes that do not appear either did not receive any 
news, or lack a class reporter. To submit news, find 
your class reporter’s contact information by 
visiting alumni.stlawu.edu/classnotes and clicking 
on the appropriate decade. To volunteer to be a class 
reporter, contact Joe Keniston, jkeniston@stlawu.edu 
or 315-229-1858.

mailto:jtolonlake@nc.rr.com
mailto:barmitchell@msn.com
mailto:hilchann@aol.com
mailto:hhellison@aol.com
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mailto:fmshields@roadrunner.com
mailto:cdknies@optonline.net
mailto:jkeniston@stlawu.edu
http://alumni.stlawu.edu/classnotes
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1958
LenneLLe 
“Lennie”DOugheRtY 
MCKinnOn
5 Jay Street
Canton, NY 13617
315-386-8216
Cell:  315-323-5267
lmckinnon@twcny.rr.com
next Reunion: 60th, 2018

I send along sincere apologies 
for the lack of a column in the 
last magazine. Relocating after 

they were rehearsing for the 
Candlelight Service. He was 
a shepherd and she was an 
angel in the choir. After Bob 
died, she moved to Concord, 
N.H. and is looking for other 
Laurentians in the area.
 
Joyce Hotaling Kent and I met 
at the Unitarian Universalist 
Community Church in Manhat-
tan and then lunched at the 
Morgan Library Cafeteria. 

Blackburn Field, was killed 
by an elderly driver who 
drove through a stop sign and 
hit Paula’s car as Paula was 
driving home from work at 
Bank of New York Mellon. Her 
brother was killed in a plane 
crash in 1992. This is a correc-
tion; in the spring issue I wrote 
that they were the children of 
Marguerite Kramer Case. 
 
Rosamond “Ro”Smith Metcalf 
wrote that it was at Gunnison 
Chapel that she met Robert 
Metcalf freshman year, while 

She’s “happy with my friends 
and family in greater down-
town Schoharie! As long as I 
can attend my SLU reunions, 
I’ll be content with growing 
’chronologically gifted.’”

Ann Wells talked about pack-
ing the ski jump, Outing Club 
trips and practicing for hours 
on the organ and piano. She 
and husband Jud have four 
children and six grandchildren. 

Winnie Thorn said, “New 
buildings, etc., have made 
the campus fantastic. But the 
atmosphere of warmth and 
friendliness is still there.”She 
has another legacy: her grand-
daughter, Serena Thorn ’19.

Dave Joy sends this message 
from Florida: “Old friends are 
best friends.”

1957
JOYCe CaLDWeLL RhODes
5-C Oak Crest Court
Novato, CA 94947
415-892-9351
RhdJy@aol.com
next Reunion: 60th, 2017

Alice “Ziggy”Ziegler Ulrich 
attended the 100th anniver-
sary of the Alumni Executive 
Council during Reunion Week-
end in May, and reports the 
campus looks great.
 
Phil Morey attended the 
celebration of life for Ewart 
O’Hara’s wife, Joyce, in To-
ronto. Joan Pellet ’55 and Brian 
McFarlane ’55 were there also.
 
Richard “Tinker”DeGraff has 
resigned from the business of 
stocks and bonds. He runs an 
email newsletter named Poor 
Richard’s Report.
 
In May, Sally Harrison Duff 
and her husband Jeeped for 
10 hours while exploring the 
island of Cozumel as part of 
a cruise.
 
On October 29, 2014, Paula 
Field, daughter of Barbara 

Jan said the Singing Saints 
held their 60th reunion and 
joined with the Sinners, led by 
Winnie Thorn, and that he was 
“privileged to sing a solo with 
two tenors that I sang with 
sixty years ago: Dr. Dick Lar-
son and Tom Halpin. We con-
tributed to ’Ride the Chariot’ 
as the octogenarian trio.”

Many kudos to Lucy and Fred 
Funke, who donated red noses 
(Red Nose Day Fund) to wear 
in the parade. This fund will 
allocate grants to 12 charity 
partners that help lift children 
and young people out of pov-
erty. Half of the money raised 
will stay in the United States. 

On Friday night, Lucy was 
awarded a plaque for her 
outstanding class reporting for 
34 years. Later, Bob Gould ’55 
led the singing of songs from 
our era; see the ’55 column 
for details. Doris was a sling-
ing dancer in “Hernando’s 
Hideaway.”On Saturday, the 
G. Atwood Manley Society 
Achievement Award honored 
Doris and Bob ’59 for their 
volunteer contributions and 
philanthropy. Well-deserved 
and congratulations!

During our class dinner we 
were entertained by the talent-
ed band of Ernie Mazza, Dave 
Powers and a bass player. 
Mary Mazza added the vocals. 
Sue Rice, ukeleleist, enter-
tained with several numbers. A 
special treat was delivered by 
Bob Ernst in singing “Where or 
When.”Sue said the best way 
to bring back good memories 
was to drive past the Snow 
Bowl site in Colton—20 miles 
from campus, and many a 
scary ride! 

When we first saw Leslie Jose 
on campus she was wearing 
a shirt that stated, “It took me 
80 years to look this good.”

Betsy Guernsey gave up going 
to Florida—too long a drive. 

looking happy and not at all 
octogenarian. Also visited with 
harry Williams and Mary, who 
said she felt so welcomed at 
St. Lawrence that she came 
home feeling like an adopted 
Larry! Harry is still working in 
the litigation department of 
his law firm in Syracuse. He 
is president of the Newland 
Center for Adult Literacy.  

It was also nice to see Mary 
Oates geran and her husband 
and of course the locals who 
could just pop over for the 
day: Jack elmer, from Canton, 
and Royal “Bud”garlock and 
Ann Clough Garlock ’56, who 
live in Alexandria Bay. stan 
hall was there with Jewel 
Breiner Hall ’56. We saw 
John thornton enjoying the 
Honor Guard dinner and had 
several chances to chat with 
george hassler. George’s 
wife has passed away and, 
since he is intending to move 
south, doubts he’ll get to 
Canton again.

elaine Peatfield Patnode was 
on the calling committee and 
had planned to take the train 
from Utah with husband 
Clarence “Bud”Patnode ’54, 
but he had to have surgery. It 
went well, and she sent greet-
ings to all her classmates.

ann snyder Rowe was sad 
not to be attending, but the 
trip from California was too 
long for such a short time. She 
went to an SLU/Clarkson get-
together to watch a hockey 
game. Sadly, her husband, Stu, 
died four years ago, but she 

keeps busy playing bridge, 
gardening, and working for a 
charity that raises money for 
college scientists. 

Another regretful non-attend-
ee was Vivienne “sistie”sime 
Lewis, who had been on cam-
pus two weeks before for her 
granddaughter’s graduation. 
She did contribute to the fes-
tivities, though. The “ultimate 
archivist”sent records, tickets, 
programs, letters and photos 
from our college years for us 
to peruse.

stella hunkins gartiz enjoyed 
touring KDS, spending time in 
the bookstore and catching up 
with Ann Close. Ray Mann was 
seen at the seminar on foreign 
policy on Saturday afternoon. 
george healy and henry 
O’hara also enjoyed 
the weekend.

I thought as the weekend drew 
to a close, “Well that’s it. Who 
knows if we’ll ever be back 
again?”But Doris Ferry, the 
’56 reunion chair, greeted me 
enthusiastically at breakfast 
on Sunday with “I’ve got a 
great idea for a theme for next 
time!”So stay tuned: we may 
reune yet again. 

For those of you who couldn’t 
come–the campus looks beau-
tiful, the newly designed Quad, 
restored chapel and new dorm 
all magnificent. The state of 
the University as articulately 
explained by President Fox 
is praiseworthy. And perhaps 
most of all, the friendly ambi-
ence of the campus, from the 
staff to the workers and the 
students who scooped us up 

in golf carts to carry us wher-
ever we might want to go, was 
even better than you remem-
ber. Be very proud of your 
alma mater, and remember: it’s 
never too late to contribute to 
the Alumni Fund!

1956
PRisCiLLa haRVeY 
sChROeDeR
2215 Windbrook Court
Westlake Village, CA 91361
805-495-9758
memowind@roadrunner.com 
Next reunion: 65th, 2021

A more complete version of 
this report is being mailed to 
class members.

Hundley Thompson, our 
“devil,”said it best: “What a 
glorious time we had bringing 
the ’Metamucil Gang’ together 
and sharing our 60th reunion 
with the Class of ’55.”Thanks 
to all the committee members 
who made it so.                                                                                                    

Besides Hundley and me, 
Class of 1956 attendees in-
cluded Liz Ehret Beebe, Dave 
Beebe, Bob Biernacki,  Dottie 
Whitaker Cannon, Leonard 
Combi, Dick Contee, Bob 
Ernst, Doris Kloppenburg 
Ferry, Lucy Tower Funke, Fred 
Funke, Ann Clough Garlock, 
Betsy Colyer Guernsey, Jewel 
Breiner Hall, Peter Hallock, 
Tom Halpin,  Russ Harter, 
Peter Johnston, Leslie Zit-
tell Jose, Jan Vickery Knost 
, Richard Larson, Lucretia 
“Lu”Donner Locke, Bernice 
“Bunnie”White Lord, Ernie 
Mazza, Mary Ellen Rhodes 
McConnell, Nancy Purcell 
Murphy, Dave Powers, Sue 
Belden Rice, Bill Richardson, 
Patsy Herrick Silverthorne, 
Edwina “Winnie”Pisani Thorn 
and Ann Shipman Wells.   

At an orientation meeting in Vermont for 
Putney Student Travel summer program 
leaders, I caught up with Julia Huber ’14 
(KSP spring ’13) and Alli Diehlmann ’11 
(KSP spring ’10). Julia and Alli led com-
munity service programs in Tanzania and 
Dominica, respectively, while I led one in 
North India and the Himalaya.

Pat McLaughlin ’05 (KSP fall ’04) and 
Haley Burrowes ’14 (KSP spring ’13) led 
summer programs for Putney’s part-
ner organization, National Geographic 
Student Expeditions (NGSE). Pat, who 
completed his Ph.D. in biology at Drexel 
University in the spring, led NGSE Con-
servation in Action programs in Bali and 
Belize while Haley, who is an admis-
sions counselor at Colby College, led a 
community-based program in Tanzania.

Over the next several years, St. Law-
rence will have an exclusive opportunity 
to work with the Brookings Institution, 
a nonprofit public policy organization 

based in Washington, D.C., on issues 
related to security in Africa. Faculty from 
St. Lawrence will work alongside Brook-
ings scholars and experts from the institu-
tion’s Africa Growth Initiative in its Global 
Economy and Development Program. 
Through the initiative, several internships 
will be offered each year to interested 
St. Lawrence students. Kelly Sampier ’15 
(KSP fall ’13), who had a combined major 
in African studies and government and 
recently completed a senior project study-
ing urban planning in Nairobi, interned 
at Brookings this summer. For more, visit 
www.stlawu.edu/news/st-lawrence-collab-
orate-brookings-africa-security.

Obiora Udechukwu, Dana professor of art 
and art history, was one of two African 
artists honored at the Interdisciplinary 
African Arts Conference, which took place 
in Nsukka, Nigeria, in June.

Check out the KSP blog (http://blogs.
stlawu.edu/kenya/) for the latest from 
the current cohort in Kenya. As always, 
your news and photos are welcome. 
I look forward to hearing from you!                                                  
Tutaonana!

—John Linsley ’04 
(KSP fall ’02)
111 High Street, Apt. 4
Brattleboro, VT 05301
(978) 500-6342
jlinsley@gmail.com

haBaRi gani?
Swahili for 

“What’s the News?”

These Laurentians, among them several 
KSP alums, met this spring in Putney, 
Vt., for a National Geographic Student 
Expeditions leader orientation. From left 
are John Linsley ’04 (KSP fall ’02) and 
this column’s author, Karen Phillips ’07, 
Haley Burrowes ’14 (KSP spring ’13), 
Olivia Hatch ’15, Pat McLaughlin ’05 
(KSP fall ’04), and Kelsey Burns ’01.

Send That News In!
Have news and photos to share?  
Send to your class reporter by January 11
for the Spring 2016 issue.  Don’t know 
how to contact your class reporter?  
Visit alumni.stlawu.edu/classnotes. Or just 
look at your class column in this magazine!

mailto:lmckinnon@twcny.rr.com
mailto:RhdJy@aol.com
mailto:memowind@roadrunner.com
http://www.stlawu.edu/news/st-lawrence-collab-
http://stlawu.edu/kenya/
mailto:jlinsley@gmail.com
http://alumni.stlawu.edu/classnotes


40 41

class notes
st. lawrence university magazine  |  Fall 2015

southern Ohio. She and her 
granddaughter, a third-year 
medical student at Ohio State, 
recently spent a few days with 
Barbara Clark Cronin and her 
husband, John, in Newport 
Beach, Calif. John is a retired 
engineer and "Beansie”is 
retired from the University 
of California at Irvine. Anne 
expressed her appreciation 
for all the work done by Linda 
Marlowe Castle on our Class 
Notes over the many years 
that she wrote them.

Ginny and Val Coluni have 
downsized for the second time 
in a few years by selling their 
home in Blacksburg, Va., and 
renting a townhouse, also in 
Blacksburg. They spent the 
summer at their cottage on 
Sebec Lake in central Maine.

In March I spent a few days 
with Sue Aiken Comstock at 
her home in Sanford, N.C. We 
drove over to Leland, N.C., and 
spent a couple of days with 
Sarah Bagg Reynolds and 
Chuck Crissey. One evening 
Frank Stritter came for dinner 
with all of us. 

I hope those of you whom 
I haven’t heard from will 
email soon. 

Rod Giltz and Dodie Potts ’58 
have completed a new home 
on Lake Champlain. They 
spend most winter months 
in Naples, Fla., and commute 
regularly via direct flight to 
Plattsburgh. Rod is still 
working part-time and main-
taining community involve-
ment, currently as executive 
council chair of North Country 
Public Radio.

Katherine “Nan”Parmele 
and Dave Vacheron report 
a wonderful weekend with 
Mary Lou Fruin and Ken Iles. 
"We always have a fun time 
reminiscing, and Dave and I 
are grateful to them for having 
the dinner party 27 years ago 
that brought us together again 
after we had both lost our 
spouses to cancer,”Nan said.

Chuck Hager and Betty Ann 
enjoyed their summer home 
in McDaniel, Md., far from their 
home in Scottsdale, Ariz. 
They are both in good health 
and optimistic. 

John Kallstrom told Frank 
Stritter that he was looking 
forward to attending the ATO 
reunion in Santa Fe in Septem-
ber. He was hoping to see 
Tom Webb, John Rostenberg, 
Bob Karl, Trey Cryer and 
Ray Ginstead. 

Anne Nelson Hoyt owns and 
lives on a 700-acre farm in 

Todd has been in touch with 
Elizabeth and Paul Fideler. 
Paul has retired from Lesley 
University after 45 years. Les-
ley honored Paul’s contribu-
tions by establishing The Paul 
A. Fideler Lecture in History 
and Philosophy. Congratula-
tions, Paul! Elizabeth is work-
ing on her third book.  

Congratulations also to Bill 
Lewis for the well-deserved 
recognition he received recent-
ly. Bill was a high school track 
coach in Potsdam, N.Y., for 12 
years. He inspired student-ath-
letes with a simple message: 
"Become all you are capable of 
becoming.”Recently, more than 
40 of those former athletes 
gathered to celebrate their 
coach on the 50th anniversary 
of his team’s first Sectional 
championship, as well as the 
nine consecutive champion-
ships that followed it.  

Reunion was filled with many 
old friends, but not so many 
classmates. Vince ’55 and 
Judy Lennon Cashman were 
present since the classes of 
’55 and ’56 combined for their 
60th. Judy was excited about 
getting our class organized 
for our 60th, which is only 
two years away. Ed Myers 
and a few others have already 
expressed their intention to 
come, so add your name to 
that list. Connie ’60 and 
Barry Mynter attended many 
of the same events that I did, 
so I had a chance to visit with 
them a little.  

This spring, two of my 
grandchildren graduated from 
college on the same day, at 
almost the same time, one in 
Florida and one in Canton—
obviously a problem. I look 
forward to hearing from you, 
so do not let me down!                   

1959
nanCY eRLeR WaLDROn
25414 Lake Wilderness Coun-
try Club Drive SE
Maple Valley, WA 98038
206-300-5548 (c)
425-432-3885
waldronne@comcast.net
next Reunion: 60th, 2019

Although she has given up 
duplicate, she still enjoys 
playing bridge.  

En route to Texas for some 
meetings, I enjoyed a din-
ner with Claire McGarrahan 
Strang. Bridge and Zumba still 
fill her schedule gaps. We were 
joined by her grandson Matt 
Dudley ’14 and his girlfriend 
Jenny Liano ’14. We were all 
gleaning information from 
Matt about his year in Abu 
Dhabi. Claire has a grand-
daughter, also named Claire, in 
the Class of 2019. That means 
more visits to Canton from 
my classmate.               

Margaret “Peggy”Steuer 
Hammer sent me an article 
describing her quest to find 
herself—the person she was 
and who she is now. It was a 
two-part venture she titled 
“Home-Journey-Home.”She 
set out driving south, traveling 
short distances, stopping for 
mostly one-night stays with 
friends, relatives, schoolmates 
from grammar school, high 
school, and college, and 
workmates who had meant 
so much to her and Rolf. Then 
she attended a family reunion 
in West Virginia. 
 
Danny Evans is still play-
ing a mean jazz piano. He is 
playing with a group called 
“B Sharp,”an organization 
founded about 110 years ago 
by some society ladies in 
Utica. They entertain in retire-
ment homes in the area, and 
Dan plays piano 
for them. 
   
Todd Ash, our artist of the 
Cape, is very excited about an-
other ATO reunion, scheduled 
for Santa Fe thanks to Wilton 
“Buster”Cogswell ’60. Santa Fe 
may never recover. Grandson 
Briton graduated from Ameri-
can University in the spring, 
and Todd hopes he will find 
NYC to his liking. 

the winter, computer woes, 
and a crazy schedule meant 
the deadline came and went 
before I knew it.

Rod ’59 and Dodie Potts 
Giltz are building a new home 
on their property on Lake 
Champlain. Most of their 
winter is spent in Naples, Fla., 
returning home to spend the 
holidays with the family. Dodie 
and daughter Deena Giltz Mc-
Cullough ’84 spent a couple of 
nights at the Biltmore Estate 
on the way back to Platts-
burgh in Deena’s new car. They 
gave the estate a solid recom-
mendation for its history, 
gardens and scenery.  

After a nine-year wait, 
Alexander Wallace, aka 
Wallace B. Douglas, has retired 
to a beautiful senior citizens 
garden-apartment-residential 
community in the heart of 
West Hollywood. Also known 
as “Boyztown”it is the first city 
founded, incorporated and run 
by gays and lesbians, for gays 
and lesbians. Congratulations, 
Alexander! Now you can finish 
work on your book.

A short visit to my winter 
home in Alabama from Phil 
and Barbara Blair Nangle 
provided an opportunity for 
us to catch up on family and 
relive more than a few stories 
of SLU friends and adventures. 
Barbara has enjoyed taking art 
classes. One of her collages is 
on display in the Clayton Cen-
ter. The other class taught her 
to draw using the left side of 
the brain. Both triggered the 
inner artist and I look forward 
to seeing her work.        

Carol “Scotty”Kleinsmith 
Newton escapes to NYC to 
take in some theater and saw 
Wolf Hall, both parts. Having 
read the books, she found the 
plays both challenging and 
entertaining. Her daughter 
lives in New York and her son 
lives nearby in Connecticut. 

Fifty is greater than 35. That’s a fact. 

By 2017, that fact will make the Alumni Executive Council greater. We’re growing our 
membership from 35 to 50. Alumni in Canton for Reunion—considered the Alumni 
Association’s annual meeting because it is the largest gathering of Laurentian alumni 
every year—certified this expansion with a unanimous vote. I thanked them from the 
pulpit of Gunnison Memorial Chapel then and I thank them again now. 

An expansion of the council, made possible by an amended Alumni Association 
constitution, was a centerpiece of my presidential vision when I took office in 2014.
I believe deeply that the Alumni Executive Council is St. Lawrence’s greatest alumni 
outreach tool—as I write elsewhere in this issue of St. Lawrence, our volunteers represent
an unparalleled corps of Laurentian engagement. More volunteers who are deeply 
educated St. Lawrence ambassadors can do more to support programming for their 
alumni peers, can bring greater impact to today’s Laurentians, and can do more to 
welcome the next generation of St. Lawrence students. 

Let me share an anecdote that offers some scope of the expansion’s potential impact: 
Last spring, 25 council volunteers contacted 250 highly desirable prospective students. 
More than 40 of those contacted ultimately joined the Class of 2019. When, in 2017, as
many as 50 members contact prospective students, we may be able to reach as many
as 500 students—and our yield of matriculated students could exceed 100. 

That’s powerful.

Our new cohort of volunteers will do much to support other council initiatives: on-campus 
networking panels and events; our outreach to supporters of the St. Lawrence Fund; our 
support of the New York City Semester; our support of alumni events around the country; 
and, finally, our ability to fundraise to support our ever-growing portfolio of projects. In 
2014-15, we netted revenues exceeding $50,000; with the support of 15 more able 
volunteers, we project that we can raise as much as $75,000 each year. 

Our amended constitution and newly-adopted by-laws allow us to allocate the
new memberships this way:

Group 1: Classes to 1970    2 
Group 2: Classes of 1971 to 1980  2 
Group 3: Classes of 1981 to 1990  3 
Group 4: Classes of 1991 to 2003  4 
Group 5: Classes of 2004 to 2015  4 

We weighted the addition because we deeply believe that a new generation must heed 
the call for leadership. Members of the classes of the 1980s and 1990s, in particular, are 
badly needed as alumni leaders. We must grow our pool of donors and volunteers from 
this Laurentian generation or St. Lawrence will face its peril. Should you have an interest in 
joining us, please contact me at ed.forbes02@gmail.com.

We also believe that today’s Laurentians would benefit greatly from increased interaction 
with young graduates. Our students have so many questions and concerns about their 
early post-collegiate lives and careers, and connections with younger alumni are invaluable.

More Laurentians. More Laurentian engagement. More Laurentian impact. 
That’s a fact, too. 

—Ed Forbes ’02
President, Alumni Association / Alumni Executive Council
Follow the Alumni Association: facebook.com/SLUAlumniAssoc.

Your 
alumni Council

The Case for Expansion 

We want to be sure we’re addressing you the way you
want to be addressed. Let us know if:

•    We’re calling you “Mrs.”and you prefer “Ms.”
      (or vice versa).

•     Our mailings come to “Mr. John Smith and Dr. Mary 
Smith,”and you prefer “Mary and John Smith.”

•     We’re doing anything else wrong (address-wise, 
       that is). 

We want to respect your wishes. If you have a prefer-
ence we’re not using, please contact Valerie Ingram, 
Director of Donor Relations at vingram@stlawu.edu.

  What shall we call you?

mailto:waldronne@comcast.net
mailto:ed.forbes02@gmail.com
http://facebook.com/SLUAlumniAssoc
mailto:vingram@stlawu.edu
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Bill Leed, still living in Am-
herst, a suburb of Buffalo, 
N.Y., assists two wards, both 
men in their 90s. As a retired 
army colonel he has recently 
enjoyed “Space A”flights 
about the world.  He thanks all 
taxpayers for this support, an 
earned benefit from his ROTC 
days at SLU!  

Paul Levi is as busy as always 
with teaching, research and 
practice. He remains a direc-
tor of the American Board 
of Periodontology and holds 
meetings frequently to prepare 
exams and to administer them 
to students. Additionally, he 
has four research projects go-
ing with 12 students. 

Willoughby Richardson and I 
attended Reunion 2015 as past 
members of the Alumni Execu-
tive Council at its 100th anni-
versary celebration. Vivian and 
I very much enjoyed meeting 
and enjoying Bill’s (relatively) 
new bride, Barbara. 

1963
Leah KOLLMeR PuzzO
135 Hillcrest Avenue
Leonia, NJ 07605
201-461-7052(home) 
201-321-5519(cell)
lkpuzzo@msn.com 
next Reunion: 55th, 2018

Ken Gross is continuing to 
work with Jay Leno with his 
column for Auto Week. They 
completed 94 columns for 
Popular Mechanics and
then switched.  

Ken is working on exhibitions 
for the Indianapolis Museum 
of Art, the Frist Center for 
the Visual Arts in Nashville, 
the Museum of Fine Arts 

April? Paul and I were one of 
the winners of a delicious 
Pub Cookie!

If you haven’t been receiving 
my emails on our class up-
dates and would like to, please 
send me your email address.

1962
steVe WahL 
7899 E. Soaring Eagle
Scottsdale, AZ 85266
480-575-5300
slubadger@cox.net
next Reunion: 55th, 2017

Pat Chester Burd writes 
musingly that her travel club 
request was for a trip to Den-
mark and the former Yugo-
slavia, but they went to Costa 
Rica instead! That gave her her 
first opportunity to experi-
ence a zip line (words which 
I choose not to relay)! One of 
her granddaughters, a 5-foot-9 
volleyball player, is considering 
applying to our alma mater.
  
Jeanne Heffernan Henry 
provided news of Laurentians 
in the Far West. Barbara Raine 
Mann was in Southern Italy 
for a few weeks, while Linda 
Millspaugh Taylor offered her 
beautiful rose garden as part 
of a tour for a charity group 
in Chico, Calif. Jeanne hopes 
to see Kathy O’Shaughnessy 
Vickers and Linda Cassidy 
Kline soon. Both are happily 
busy with grandchildren.  

Michael Kitay, now retired as 
general counsel for a large 
domestic and international 
consulting company, is still 
living in Washington, D.C. He 
is vice president and general 
counsel of Plan International 
USA, a nonprofit organization 
that supports children in 
poor countries. 

Jim Herschel’s wife, Susan, is 
retired from her law practice 
in Philadelphia, and Jim is 
emeritus from the English 
department of a division of 
Rutgers University in Camden, 
N.J. They spend two months in 
the winter and four months in 
the summer at their vacation 
home in the Adirondacks. 

of his company in 2011. The fun 
is provided by his four kids, 
six grandchildren and a sweet 
widow whom he met last year. 
Plus he and his partners are 
undertaking a world-class 
electric generating project.

Ken Shilkret underwent heart 
surgery and is doing well. 
Cardiac rehab has him on 
a regular exercise program 
and healthier eating. “I eat so 
much chicken, I am starting to 
cluck,”he said.

Retirement continues to 
offer Penrod “Jay”Fleisher 
opportunities to stay active 
at geo-conferences, mine 
data files from the Bering 
Glacier, Alaska, lead tours to 
Iceland and lecture in a local 
Road Scholar (formerly 
Elderhostel)  program.   

Natalie Beaumont sings with 
two groups. She is making 
small home improvements, 
planning travels for next 
year and helping a friend 
to downsize.

Sandee Huebenthal Fleisher 
and her partner, John, cel-
ebrated grandchildren’s gradu-
ations.  In May, she visited 
with a high school classmate, 
Suzanne Edmonds Carroll.

Dave Crystal is still involved in 
the securities industry. 
Now that he has moved his 
office from Manhattan to 
Greenwich, Conn., he only has 
a 10-minute commute!

When Michael Gassman 
’62 read about Edmund 
“Ted”Ingersoll in a recent 
Class Notes column, he asked 
me how to contact Ted. He 
said they spent many happy 
hours as baritones together 
in the Laurentian Singers. So 
after 50+ years, two more 
Laurentians were reconnected!

Did you participate in the 
1856-Minute Challenge in 

In May, they spent two weeks 
in Umbria, Italy, with other art-
ists, in a guest house built by 
monks in 1000 A.D. Jack says, 
“I am still learning the art of 
painting, and exhibit my work 
regularly. It is an ongoing pro-
cess that I should have started 
decades ago.”

Once again, Bob and Betty 
Horwitz Graham spent the 
winter in Punta Gorda, Fla., 
where their children and their 
families joined them for the 
holidays. They regularly visited 
Betty’s sister, Peggy Horwitz 
Stock ’57, and Brian McFarlane 
’55. Betty pursued painting 
classes and tai chi sessions, 
and Bob volunteered at the 
Revs Institute, an automotive 
research facility in Naples that 
features a collection of impor-
tant classic cars.  

Did you see the story in the 
fall 2014 St. Lawrence about 
John ’59 and Pat Linderoth 
Taylor and their lifetime of 
outdoor activities, particularly 
skiing? Starting at Easter, they 
had wonderful visits with 
each of their five daughters 
and their children – lots of 
outdoor activities, just as 
one would expect!

Thomas “Tim”Stevens was 
pleased to see his grandson 
compete in a bantam hockey 
Tournament in Salt Lake City. 
What makes this special is that 
years ago they also saw their 
son compete at the national 
level in the midget division. 

After trying to make maple 
syrup during the coldest 
winter in Connecticut history, 
John “Mark”Harran says, "I 
can’t take it anymore! I only 
want to see snowshoes hang-
ing on the wall and never again 
on my feet!”So next winter, 
he’s turning the business over 
to associates and going wher-
ever it’s warm!

Andy Nevin reports that 
things are looking better after 
the death of his second wife in 
2010 and the hostile takeover 

For more about Matt, see 
“In Memory.”

Please send me an e-mail 
so that I can pass on the 
news of your busy lives to 
our classmates!                           

1961
huLit PRessLeY taYLOR 
1713 Surrey Lane, NW
Washington, DC 20007
202-625-0203
hulitpaul@comcast.net
next Reunion: 55th, 
June 2-5, 2016 

Our 55th Reunion is planned 
for June 2-5, 2016.  Save the 
dates, plan to attend and vol-
unteer to help plan a memo-
rable weekend! Frederick 
“Willie”and Sheila Walsh 
Cassin said it best: “We’re 
all getting older and slower 
and there might not be 
another chance!“

Willie is still involved in football 
and is filming for the University 
of Rochester team. His “scout-
ing report”was that SLU would 
be very good this year!
Having not traveled in a while, 
Barbara Zeidler Lasher did so 
in a big way. In March she had 
an exciting trip to Cuba, then 
in May she traveled to Cam-
bridge, United Kingdom, to see 
her son, Pete, who is working 
at Cambridge University. Bar-
bara still enjoys life in Charles-
ton, S.C., for seven and a half 
months and Cooperstown, 
N.Y., for summer and fall.

In May, Gordy Brown 
and Maria had a wonderful 
trip to Macedonia, Maria’s 
home country. They visited 
Mother Teresa’s birthplace 
and also spent two days in 
Istanbul, Turkey. 

In April, Jack Fancher and 
Barbara took a cruise from San 
Diego through the Panama 
Canal to Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.   

1960
ann YOungeR MOORe
41 Brookside Drive
Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-9335
amoore9335@gmail.com  
next Reunion: 60th, 2020

Sadly, the Class of 1960 has 
lost another good friend in 
Matt Forelli, who passed in 
May. His memorial service was 
June 25 in Old Greenwich, 
Conn. He will be missed and 
affectionately remembered by 
so many at St. Lawrence. 

Live music by alumni 
bands could be heard 
across campus through-
out the weekend.

A bench near Carnegie Hall was 
dedicated to the members of the 
Navy V12 unit that trained on campus 
during World War II; the plaque was 
designed by former President Lawry 
Gulick. Taking part in the ceremony 
were, front left, Bell Herndon ’47, 
Helen “Aitchie”Ellison ’45 and Paul 
Durkin ’45, and, back, Vince Cashman 
’55, Richard Lennon ’55, Frank Shields 
’54 and Allen Splete ’60. Herndon and 
Durkin were part of the V12 unit.

“Retired”Alumni 
Council leaders 
formed their own unit 
in the parade, as the 
council celebrated its 
centennial. They won 
the Hervey Cup for 
best parade theme.

This past year, 8,836 
Laurentians gave 
$4,983,466 to 

St. Lawrence’s annual 
fund. These gifts 

directly benefit students 
by increasing academic 

excellence, building 
career connections and 
fostering lifelong bonds 

that will prove 
themselves time and 

time again. 

We are especially 
grateful for our 

Sustaining Saints who 
give, year after year, 

providing the stability 
that is needed to 

continue the exceptional 
teaching and learning 

at St. Lawrence.

With 

gRatituDe

mailto:lkpuzzo@msn.com
mailto:slubadger@cox.net
mailto:hulitpaul@comcast.net
mailto:amoore9335@gmail.com
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1967
Meg sMith eisenBRaun
4460 Norris Lane
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
360-682-2345
eisenbraunwe2@comcast.net
next Reunion: 50th, 2017

I’ve been receiving messages 
from classmates about how 
they celebrated their (gulp!) 
70th birthdays. Sounds like 
we are truly doing it in style.

Joan Friedlander Hurley and 
Jack had a wonderful trip to 
Malta and Italy. After spending 
time in Rome, they rented a 
villa in Tuscany, which she de-
scribed as the perfect location 
between Siena and Florence 
and a great jumping-off place 
to visit the charming ancient 
hill towns of the Chianti region 
and other areas.
  
Julian Bergman and Marcia 
returned in May from what 
he deemed the best cruise he 
had ever been on, out of the 
many they have taken. They 
took their entire family as a 
present for Julian’s big 7-0 to 
St. Thomas and St. Martin. His 
grandchildren loved it; they are 
9, 7 and 4-year-old twins.  

Natalie Ammarell celebrated 
her 70th in June with a trip to 
France, including a visit for the 
first time in 50 years with a 
French friend who lived in 
the Rouen house with Sally 
Fleming Watters and her.
   
Natalie forwarded a request 
from Harriette Barber’s son, 
Peregrine Barber-Gormley, 
who was planning to surprise 
his mom with emails and cards 

1966
JiM MiChaeLsOn
22 Gouverneur Street
Canton, NY 13617
315-386-5250
jmichaelson@twcny.rr.com
next Reunion: 50th, 
June 2-5, 2016

It is so good to hear the 
chapel bells "pealing out”over 
the community again, with 
their lilting tones. It all tugs at 
our heartstrings.
 
News from the Class of ’66 
is sparse; we hope that will 
change next June when we all 
get together here in Canton. 
Arthur “Reamy”Jansen 
e-mailed that his memoir 
(Hamilton Stone Editions 
2010) got a great review in 
American Book Review....com-
paring Jansen’s prose to "fine 
wine.”The book is available as 
an e-book.
 
As noted in “In Memory,”Vern 
Ingram died on June 8. I had 
seen Vern at a rally for the 
Wounded Warriors program in 
Potsdam, so it was a shock to 
get the news. Vern led a very 
active life with family respon-
sibilities, his ever-present 
law practice and his special 
interests in performing on his 
musical instruments. He 
connected with and played
in a number of bands and 
groups through the years in 
the North Country. He was a 
well- known supporter of the 
St. Lawrence hockey teams, 
but somewhere along the 
way he drifted to the Clarkson 
teams and became a staunch-
er supporter of them. He will 
be missed on both campuses.
 
Drop a line or two, and start 
planning on attending our 
50th reunion next year!                                                                                                                                      

’70s singing the ’60s) orga-
nized by Sharon Quackenbush 
Baiocco, along with Jill Casler 
Colver, Jane Petrie Davis, 
Justine “Jay”Sedivak Hare, 
Sally Byrnes Magin, Anne  
Echols Ferebee and Linda 
Miller Cleary.  

Friday seminars offering 
continuing education oppor-
tunities included “Is American 
Higher Education up to the 
Challenge?”with President 
Emeritus Dan Sullivan leading 
and panelists Sharon Quack-
enbush Baiocco, Gerry Benja-
min, Mike Brink, David Laird, 
Stan Macdonald and Elaine 
Hollenbeck Stewart. 

Saturday began with the 
alumni parade and awards and 
class gift ceremony. Our class 
wore 50th reunion t-shirts and 
carried balloons and signs 
naming our favorite books. 
During afternoon seminars, our 
class presented “St. Lawrence 
in the World,”SLU’s liberal 
education mission includes 
preparing students for lives 
with global engagement. 

At dinner, our class was in-
ducted into the Honor Guard 
with diplomas and Kent Fuller 
shared remembrances of our 
college years. After dinner, 
there was a Singing Saints 
reunion concert and Allan 
Fisher sang.  

The highlight of the weekend 
for me was rehearsing and 
singing at the Sunday
morning service of remem-
brance with fellow Laurentian 
singer Jill Colver, Dave Grahek, 
Allan Fisher, Lori Strauss 
Bantz, Sharon Baiocco and 
John Hoffman. Candles were 
lit in memory of fellow Lauren-
tians who passed in the last 
year. Our class lost Bill Puffer, 
Arpiar Saunders and 
George Wissig. 

Bill Ebert, as some of you 
know, was my husband for 
nearly 20 years after our 
graduation. Though we went in 
very different directions after 
we divorced, we continued to 
share two kids and grandsons, 
many Canton memories and 
fine St. Lawrence friends. Bill 
spent a long, successful career 
in labor relations, mostly 
with the Swiss company now 
known as Novartis. Or as the 
inimitable Charlie Freeman 
said, he was “the only religion 
major who worked for both 
Big Oil and Big Pharma.”Bill 
had gone on to make major 
contributions in philan-
thropy, time and energy in 
his post-retirement commu-
nity of Sedona, Ariz. Charlie, 
Bob Gardner, John Fox, Bill 
Sumner and Paul Levi ’62 were 
among the Sigma Chis to let 
him (and/or me) know how 
important he had been 
to them. Bill died in May.

With this theme of what we 
have meant to each other, take 
some time to contact those 
that are important to you, even 
if it’s been 50 years since you 
last talked. Write, call, email, 
visit. It’s a gift.

1965
Jane PetRie DaVis
P.O. Box 730
92 Coventry Lane
Manchester Center, VT 05255
802-362-3621
jphteam@comcast.net
next Reunion: 55th, 2020

It was a beautiful weekend 
for our 50th reunion. Kudos 
go to the Planning Commit-
tee and co-chairs Mike and 
Janet Keppler Brink and 
Stan Macdonald. Our great-
est appreciation goes to the 
Development Committee and 
Co-Chairs Mary Fishel Bijur, 
Warren “Kent”Fuller and 
Doug Hartford. Our class gift 
was $1.6 million with a class 
participation of 69%! 

We began with a Class of 1965 
dinner and sing-along (the 

January. In April, she met with 
Eugenia Anderson-Ellis and 
Carol Pratt Hecklinger for 
lunch at the Hecklingers’ new 
home in Alexandria, Va. Ginnie 
said, “The friends I made in 
college continue to be the rela-
tionships I treasure the most.”

Echoing that sentiment was 
Mary Ann Lechowicz. She 
described her get-together in 
April with Sheila Rorke, Sandy 
Coventry Palmer and Alice 
Douglas Wong at Mary Ann’s 
new place in the Baltimore 
area. Mary Ann edits 
the newspaper for her 
retirement community. 

When Linda Beir Muldoon 
arrived in San Francisco in 
February, she and Denley 
Rothmann Rafferty caught 
lunch between Linda’s events 
at the annual meeting of the 
American Group Therapy 
Association. Linda continues 
to maintain a small practice 
back in Minnesota, as well as 
devoting time to family. Denley 
also traveled this past winter 
to Bhutan and India. 

At Commencement in May, 
Judy Hart Angelo, along 
with her husband John ’63, 
became a Doctor of Humane 
Letters. Go to www.stlawu.
edu/commencement to read 
the complete text of her ac-
ceptance. In it she reminded 
graduates of the treasure of St. 
Lawrence friends, mentioning 
particularly Jane Breckenridge 
Eisner, Mary Fishel Bijur ’65 
and their spouses, who were in 
attendance, and the late Karen 
Urcioli Namordi.

Only two weeks later, 
Jeff Bijur returned for Reunion 
2015. Mary Lou Sprague 
Madsen, Dick Osborne, Sue 
Parsons Wolfe, Carol Pratt 
Hecklinger and Jeff were 
all there to support their 
50th Reunion spouses. Carol 
also spent a morning with 
Janet Allen McFarland. 

in Houston and the North 
Carolina Museum of Art. While 
at the latter last year, Ken had 
breakfast with Wally Brown. 
Ken and John McClenahen 
continue to have lunch month-
ly and are planning a visit to 
Canton soon!

Harold “Haz”Reese is retired 
from his Dodge dealership but 
stays active in the New York 
Auto Dealers’ Association. Ken 
and he met in April in NYC.

Sadly, Jonathan Marsh emailed 
me that his freshman room-
mate, Ian Bruce Berger, died 
on June 6 in Corpus Christi, 
Texas. Bruce was founding 
president of InFOCUS and di-
rector of the InFOCUS Center 
for Primary Eye Care Devel-
opment. After St. Lawrence, 
Bruce attended Yale and the 
University of Texas, and then 
for over 30 years he worked 
with governments, universi-
ties and health organizations 
to improve health care in 
developing countries and rural 
America. Our condolences to 
Bruce’s family.

1964
sheRRY gage ChaPPeLLe
800 Bayard Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
302-226-1594
brucesher20@comcast.net
next Reunion: 55th, 2019

Ginnie Wolfe Manuel’s 
daughter Stephanie is married 
to our newest Secretary of 
Defense, Ash Carter. Ginnie 
was present at the White 
House for the official an-
nouncement of his nomination 
in December. “I would like to 
say that I was thoroughly witty 
and clever when I met Presi-
dent Obama, but the truth is, 
I was tongue-tied, even forget-
ting to mention that he and 
I share the same birthday,”
she noted. Ginnie returned for 
Mr. Carter’s February swear-
ing-in ceremony.

Ginnie had lunch with Judy 
Hart Angelo in New York in 

Help us make your reunion 
the best one yet!

   • Making your gift today! 
      gifts of any size count equally 
      toward your class participation 

      goal.alumni.stlawu.edu/givingoptions

   • Volunteering to help!
      Encourage your classmates 
      to attend.  

       alumni.stlawu.edu/volunteering

Celebrate your class Reunion by:

June 2-5, 2016

President Fox performed 
double duty all weekend, 
both officiating at numerous 
functions and enjoying his 
own 40th reunion, here 
along with Bill Bradley ’75 
of Quechee, Vt. "Known 
him since freshman year,”
the president said.

Stan Hall ’55 
brought along a 
piece of memorabilia 
from a bygone era 
of college life.

The reunion itself may not have appealed 
to alumni children, but ice cream, supplied 
by the Alumni Council, certainly did.

mailto:eisenbraunwe2@comcast.net
mailto:jmichaelson@twcny.rr.com
mailto:jphteam@comcast.net
mailto:brucesher20@comcast.net
http://goal.alumni.stlawu.edu/givingoptions
http://alumni.stlawu.edu/volunteering
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Caryl, Earle Holsapple and 
Charlie Nash, who had taken 
a long, exploratory walk. They 
hitched a ride back to cam-
pus. Earle and his wife live in 
Detroit, where he worked for 
many years at the National 
Cancer Institute.  He is founder 
and CEO of SciTech Develop-
ment, LLC, working on a new 
delivery system for a promis-
ing cancer drug. 

This was Charlie’s first time 
back since graduation.  He 
lived in Alaska for many years, 
working in forestry manage-
ment on native forest reserves. 
Now he is in Idaho, working in 
biomass and consulting. 

Mike is in Tucson. They were 
anxiously awaiting the birth of 
their first grandchild.
 
Another first-time returner was 
Chris Petritz MacInnes. She 
and her husband came from 
Thompsonville, Mich., where 
she is CEO of a family-owned 
golf and ski resort, Crystal 
Mountain. Prior to returning to 
Michigan, they lived in Califor-
nia for several years.
 
It was also nice to catch up 
with Judy Bovet-Egnor. She 
and her husband have lived in 
Canandaigua, N.Y., for the last 
17 years. Judy is retired from 
teaching reading at the ele-
mentary school level, although 
still substitute teaching, and is 
also an adjunct at Finger Lakes 
Community College. Her hus-
band is a retired social studies 
teacher.
 
Dave and Jackie ’70 Farnach 
Jahsman came from Cazeno-
via, N.Y. Dave owned a manu-
facturing placement company, 
but has been retired for 

CDs and over a half dozen 
singles. He continues with his 
law practice in Scarsdale, N.Y., 
when not with his band.
 
Happy news in June came 
from first-time grandparents 
Bob and Susan Doscher 
Underwood, whose daughter 
Liz Underwood Murphy ’03 
produced Brooke. 

I succumbed to those Viking 
riverboat ads on “Downton 
Abbey”and sailed on the 
Danube from Nuremberg to 
Budapest. A boring travelogue 
can be supplied upon request.

I don’t really participate but 
somehow have ended up as 
Facebook friends with a few 
classmates. Susan Mallen 
Marcero sells Mary Kay 
products;  Nancy Olpp 
Thurber is involved in animal 
rescue; Lauren Richmond 
takes beautiful pictures in 
Provincetown,  Mass., when 
not waitressing;  and 
physician Stewart Lonky  lives  
with his wife in Santa Barbara, 
Calif.,  and has written a  book, 
Invisible Killers: Truth About 
Environmental Genocide. The 
former Nancy Nichols is now 
Nancy “Anna”Peplowski, is 
married to Bolek and lives in 
Portland, Maine.

1969
Patti BLaCK giLtneR
16 Pellett Street
Norwich, NY 13815
607-336-1202
pattigil@roadrunner.com
next Reunion: 50th, 2019

What fun to see so many 
classmates at the reunion. 
There were about 40 from the 
class, including some who had 
never been back before.
 
Driving in, I stopped at a gas 
station about a mile from 
campus and ran into Mike 

from her SLU classmates. Of 
course I sat down and typed 
up several of my memories of 
“Rat”and reminiscences of our 
time at St. Lawrence. 
  
David Howe and his wife 
attended a wedding in the 
North Georgia mountain com-
munity of Big Canoe. He (a 
Big Canoe resident) and Alex 
Smith (visiting from Bend, 
Ore., were shocked 
to find themselves sitting 
across from one another at a 
table unknowingly assigned 
by the bride for guests with 
Navy service in common.   
I know there must be many 
more good tales to be told 
by our classmates, so please 
keep sharing them in the 
class column!

1968
anne LauRiat
6 Bishops Forest Drive
Waltham, MA 02454
617-484-6841
lauriat@aol.com             
next Reunion: 50th, 2018

Jane DeForge Marsh retired 
last year from executive 
recruiting and is on several 
nonprofit boards. She and her 
husband have lived in Green-
wich, Conn., since 1976, in the 
same house. Their daughter 
is in Boston and son is nearby 
with his wife and two children. 
Jane and Stuart love to travel 
internationally, as well as to 
Martha’s Vineyard and their 
house in Vermont.

Speaking of Vermont, Todd 
Cox says he and Lynn left that 
state a year ago and moved to 
Oriental, N.C. He wrote, “Orien-
tal has 950ish people, 2500ish 
sailboats and zero traffic lights.  
I divide my time between rac-
ing sailboats, fly-fishing and 
camping/exploring.  If I want 
to ski now, I get on an airplane 
to Utah and ski with the kids.”

Trumpeter and flugelhornist 
Dennis Angel has a new web-
site (www.dennisangelband.
com) which profiles his three 

October 9-11

Craig Smith ’74, associate vice president for development at RIT, 
attended the May SLU graduation of his daughter Hannah ’15. 
She joins her brother, Alexander ’12, and her father as obviously 
proud SLU graduates. Craig and Alex spent the summer riding 
BMW motorcycles on a northern route across the country from 
New York and back again. 

Norm Acunis, Cathy Capor-
izzo Acunis’s husband, was 
our unofficial photographer. 
Contact me if you would like a 
link to the pictures. Meanwhile, 
I am working on a better way 
to share them, and to keep 
everyone in the loop about 
future doings.

1970
Dennis szYMansKi
915 Hillwood Ave. 
Falls Church, VA 22042 
703-534-1253
dennis.szymanski@gmail.com 
next Reunion: 50th, 2020

California Gov. Jerry Brown has 
reappointed Bill Chadwick, 
the CEO of Malibu Living.
org, to the Exposition Park 
and California Science Center 
Board of Directors for a fifth 
consecutive term. He has 
served as chairman of the 
board five times, and is the 
longest serving appointed of-
ficial in the history of the State 
of California. Bill has been an 
appointed member of the Los 
Angeles Memorial Coliseum 
Commission for 11 years, and 
has served as its president, 
and is also a member of the 
LA Sports and Entertainment 
Commission. The LA Business 
Journal has named him one of 
the 25 Most Influential People 
in Los Angeles Sports.

Burchard “Burr”Hazen is "still 
kicking around Florida, the 
country, and the world.“He’s 
also maintained a lifelong 
interest in music. He recently 
"took the 80-year-old Master-
tone [banjo] out of the closet, 
started picking, and started 
Burchard & The Bad Boys. He 
quickly pointed out that there 
are Bad Girls in it, too. They 
play occasional bluegrass gigs 
around Florida.  

Charlie Clark is still hard at 
work in the education busi-
ness. Charlie and Gail left 
Nantucket in 2012 as he took 
on a two-year interim head-of-

school position in Boston with 
the for-profit Cambridge Edu-
cation Group, and started a 
high school there from scratch. 
He then took a similar interim 
position with a start-up school 
in Lake Tahoe, and this year 
with a well-established school 
in La Porte, Ind.  

Gail has spent the last years 
working in St. Louis, where 
their daughter and her family 
reside. In all, Charlie and Gail 
have nine grandchildren. 

1971
JaMes P. sneDeKeR
5 Linden Tree Road
Wilton, CT 06897
203-761-7793
jamespsnedeker@yahoo.com
next Reunion: 50th, 2021

John “Thumper”Peach 
notes, “Pat and I have sold our 
New Jersey house, and ’down-
sized’ to a 200-year-old farm-
house with barns and eight 
acres in Clinton, N.Y.”They’re 
closer to family, the Thousand 
Islands, and their grandson in 
Salem, Mass.

Lisa Levison Peters is “happily 
retired since January 2015,”in 
Greenville, S.C. Lisa volunteers 
for the Greenville Country 
Cancer Society and spent time 
last summer “on our beloved 
Martha’s Vineyard.”

1972
BaRBaRaJean sChaeFeR 
BLODgett
3152 L Covewood Ct.
Falls Church, VA  22042
315-771-3261 
Barbarajeanious@gmail.com
next Reunion: 45th, 2018 
(cluster with ’73, ’74)

Peter “Boomer”Brennan and 
Tim Pelyk travelled from 
Canada to New Jersey last 
spring to pay a visit to team-

mate Paul Patrick. Paul died 
soon after; more next time.)
They reconnected with Jerry 
Munsterer and Dina Leung 
’74. Meanwhile, Mike Keenan, 
who had just returned from 
his coaching duties in Russia, 
was busy fishing in the Florida 
Keys. Anna and Mike Flanigan 
spent the final days of spring 
in Florida enjoying golf, grand-
babies and good times.

Holley Onion and Terry Moran 
spend their summers at their 
lake house (built by Terry and 
sons) in Vermont, enjoying 
their grandchildren. Never 
one to totally relax, Terry is on 
the lake association board as 
water quality chair.

I’m happy to report that Kathy 
Woods Cloonan did indeed 
make it to Macchu Pichu and 
Lake Titicaca with her three 
grown children in May. She 
had previously remarked that 
it was a “Bucket List”event 
and was obviously pleased 
to check this one off with her 
family in tow. 

Geoff Johnston continues to 
live the good life.  Since relo-
cating from the West Coast, he 
has kept up his golf game in 
Richmond, Va.  

William “Ward”Mack’s 
death slipped past me last 
time. Ward was one of those 
guys who made it easy to be 
around. He had many friends 
on campus with what one can 
only call “mad people skills.”It 
came as no surprise to me 
that he made his career as a 
restaurateur.  In addition to his 
family, the citizens of Vail, Col., 
have lost a cherished friend. 
For more on Ward, see 
“In Memory.”

1974
sanDRa CiCCOne WagneR
13030 Walking Path Place
San Diego, CA 92130
858-354-5463
swagner@wagnerimmigra-
tionlaw.com 
next Reunion: 45th, 2018 
(cluster with ’72, ’73) 

Chris ’73 and Jill Martin Barker 
are still living in North Andover, 
Mass. Jill continues to enjoy 
working as a reference librar-
ian at the town library and is 
glad to continue serving on 
the town’s poet laureate com-
mittee and with the Friends of 
Anne Bradstreet (America’s 
first poet). Chris has a thriving 
tutoring business and loves 
teaching math at The Fenn 
School in Concord. On winter 
afternoons, he coaches wres-
tling just up the road at Con-
cord Academy; he has won 
the league’s Coach of the Year 
award these last two years. He 
still sings with and is president 
of the New England Classical 
Singers, an auditioned choral 
organization that he, Jill and 
Jim Affleck founded when 
they moved to the area 25 
years ago.

Jill and Chris are proud of 
their son, Ben, who graduated 

last June from Northwestern 
University with honors in 
Musical Theatre and Political 
Science, where he sang with 
an award-winning group. He is 
a professional actor who may 
eventually work/teach in 
youth theatre.

1975
CaROL OWen
12 Lake Village Drive
Durham, NC  27713
919-544-2121 (evenings)
carol.owen@hotmail.com 
next Reunion: 50th, 2025

Kudos to Drs. Pat and Jay 
Chapman, who were awarded 
the Rosemarie Forstner Award 
by the Community Health 
Care Association of New York 
State last October. Jay and 
his wife were recognized as 
“exemplary community health 
center staff people who have 
shown a distinctive level of 
excellence and consistent 
participation in a community 
health center.”The Chapmans 
have provided health care 
services to Oswego County 
families for 30 years. Pat and 
Jay are diplomates with the 
National Board of Medical 
Examiners and the American 
Board of Family Practice, as 
well as fellows of the American 
Academy of Family Practice. 

mailto:pattigil@roadrunner.com
mailto:lauriat@aol.com
mailto:dennis.szymanski@gmail.com
mailto:jamespsnedeker@yahoo.com
mailto:Barbarajeanious@gmail.com
http://tionlaw.com/
mailto:carol.owen@hotmail.com
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Cornwell Named 
President of 

Rollins College

Grant H. Cornwell Jr. ’79 
has been appointed 
president of rollins College, 
winter Park, Florida. He 
began his tenure as the 15th 
president of the liberal arts 
college on July 1, having 
been president of The College 
of wooster, Ohio, since 2007. 
Prior to wooster, he was 
vice president and dean 
of academic affairs at 
St. Lawrence for five years    

and, for the previous 16 years,
a member of St. Lawrence’s  
philosophy department, 
contributing to the  
development of St. Lawrence’s 
interdisciplinary first-year 

program and global studies program. He double-majored in 
philosophy and biology at St. Lawrence, and holds master’s and 
doctoral degrees in philosophy from the university of Chicago.

Nationally recognized for his work in defining a liberal arts 
education in a global environment, Cornwell serves on the Council 
on Foreign relations’ global Literacy Advisory Board. A member 
of the board of directors of the Association of American Colleges 
& universities, he has also served on the American Council on 
Education’s Commission on international initiatives. He is a 
co-author of “An Education for the Twenty-First Century: 
Stewardship of the global Commons,”which appeared in 
AAC&u’s Liberal Education, and has written extensively about 
multiculturalism, comparative race and racism, diversity and 
global citizenship.

Cornwell and his wife, marguerite “Peg”Kelsey Cornwell ’79, 
“approach his presidency as a partnership,”according to a 
statement from rollins. They have two sons, Tosh and Kelsey.

following Janet Werther 
Griffin’s passing in November. 
Lynn lives in Boca Raton, Fla., 
and is busy golfing, running 
her promotional business and 
working on various fundrais-
ing committees. She and I 
had not seen each other in 
over 20 years, but it felt like 
no time had passed since our 
SLU days. I guess that’s the 
connectedness and power of 
St. Lawrence friendships!”Pam 
promises lots of news after the 
ADPi reunion this fall. 

1978
JOeL COLLaMeR
29 Hassake Road
Old Greenwich, CT  06870
203-698-0677 (home)
203-820-4523 (cell) 
joel.collame@gmail.com
next Reunion: 40th, 2018

Joel ’77 and Darcy Rieman 
MacClaren celebrated Memo-
rial Day Weekend with their 
traditional spring BBQ party. 
Alums in attendance were son 
David MacClaren ’11, daughter 
Whitney MacClaren Orawiec 
’09 (and her husband, Dan), 
Michelle De Luca and Henley 
Smith, Barney Stevenson 
and Diane, and Hope and Bill 
“Prep”Weston ’75. The crowd 
enjoyed a very competitive 
millennial/boomer re-match 
of yard game skills, won last 
year by the boomers, who won 
again this year, establishing 
a streak! Two Roads Brewery 
beverages were again repre-
sented (Peter Doering is one 
of the principal co-founders). 
Earlier in the day, Barney 
Stevenson and I picked up 
supplies and enjoyed a tasting 
flight at Two Roads’ resur-
rected factory building in 
Stratford, Conn. (http://tworo-
adsbrewing.com/).   

On May 30, your reporter and 
Nancy were honored to be 
present as Joanne and Tom 
Legg (aka “Big D”) celebrated 
the lakeside marriage of their 
older son, Michael, and Emma 
Niedert on a beautiful, sunny 
day at the picturesque Sum-
merfield Farms, North Carolina.

Michael Mascioni, co-author 
of The Out-of-Home Immer-
sive Entertainment Frontier, 
was conference director for 
Hybrid Energy Innovations 
2015. His book was reviewed 
in the Fall 2014 St. Lawrence 
online add-on.

1977
BOnnie steuaRt 
9823 Fosbak Drive
Vienna, VA 22182
703-281-2281
bonnie.steuart@gmail.com
next Reunion: 40th, 2017

Pam Vanderbourgh Sinacore 
may have set a class record for 
Most Grandchildren 5 
and Under! Pam and Steve 
have four children: Jen, a PE 
teacher on Long Island; Steve, 
an aerospace engineer for 
NASA in Cleveland; Michael, a 
school social worker; and Meg, 
head of a rehab facility
 in Waterville, Maine. 

Pam and Still live on Long 
Island, on Great South Bay. 
She has retired from being a 
special education teacher, “so I 
have plenty of time to play!”

Last January, Pam met up 
with Lynn Peterson Glover to 
begin planning a reunion for 
their ADPi sisters in NYC in 
October. Pam says, "This came 
about after we all reconnected 

A pat on the back for a job 
well done for Kevin Kieff, 
who retires in September after 
15 years as director of the 
Thousand Island Region of 
the New York State Office of 
Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation. He oversaw 30 
state parks, one historic site, 
six boat launches and thou-
sands of campsites. Future 
plans include travel, gardening 
and continuing to serve on 
several boards.

Deborah L. Hall wrote on her 
St. Lawrence gift envelope 
that she had a wonderful time 
at reunion. She spent much of 
her time with her best friend, 
Sharon Saucier White ’76 and 
her husband. 

1976
MaRY izant
20101 North Park Blvd., #1
Shaker Heights, OH 44118
216-363-6417
mizantslu1976classnews@
gmail.com
next Reunion: 40th, 
June 2-5, 2016

Josie Lowden Chapman, 
and John thoroughly enjoyed 
Commencement in May. She is 
delighted to report her young-
est son, George, is now an 
official member of the Class of 
’15. He joined the GE Financial 
Management Program. 

Alumni from the Class of ’79 enjoyed a reunion, complete with 
some Laurentian memorabilia from their era, at Lake George, N.Y., 
last year.  From the left are Class Reporter Karen Welsh Collins, 
Mary Ann Defrank Gioia, Beth Drummond Kearney and 
David Kearney. 

Barbarajeanious@gmail.com

Joe Baldino ’79 (father of Tyler 
’15) added his very personal 
touch with tales of a few “Tom 
Legg”college exploits.

1979
KaRen WeLsh COLLins
5305 Willow Cry Lane
Raleigh NC 27613
919-846-6789
karen.w.collins@nc.rr.com
next Reunion: 40th, 2019

This is my first column as a 
class reporter and I am eager 
to get your input.  After 30+ 
years in the PR world, 
I decided to put my skills 
(and English degree) to use 
for the benefit of SLU.  Please 
write to me.  Share your up-
dates, photos, achievements 
and reflections.

Gerry and I are semi-
empty-nesters; Daniel is 
attending college and living in 
Columbia, S.C., yea-round.  I am 
in the communications depart-
ment at GSK, a 
pharmaceutical company, 
and lead employee engage-
ment efforts in philanthropy 
and community partnerships.
 
Cary Indig Bangs is still teach-
ing 4th grade math at Brad-
ford School in Montclair, New 
Jersey.  They often see, among 
others, the family of her sister 
Jessica Indig-Smith ’77.

I caught up several months 
ago in Lake George with Mary 
Ann DeFrank Gioia (husband 
Larry) and Beth Drummond 
and David Kearney. With Mary 
Ann in Tampa, Beth and David 
in upstate New York and me in 
Raleigh, N.C., this was quite a 
travel coup.  Beth continues as 
a long-term care social worker 
in Rochester, N.Y.; David retired 
after 33 years at Kodak to 
begin a second career as a 
bartender! They brought us 
up to speed on their daughter 
Emma ’12, who lives in the 
Berkshires and began her 
graduate degree in statistics at 

UMass/Amherst this fall.   

Kenneth H. Noble wrote on 
his SLU gift envelope that his 
son, Bill, received his master’s 
degree from the Institute of 
Logic, Language and Com-
putation at the University of 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 
Kenneth’s other son, Jack, is 
running for Carleton College’s 
cross country program. He 
is the farm manager at his 
ancestral farm.

Congratulations to Nicoline 
Carlson Sawabini on her 
election to the St. Lawrence 
University Board of 
Trustees. There is more 
information about this earlier 
in the magazine.
 
Finally, as I end this column, 
I have sad news to report.  I 
learned of the death of Leslie 
Cannon Brown, who passed 
away on June 25, 2015. For 
more on Leslie, turn to the “In 
Memory”section.

1980
FRan RussO CRess
273 Converse Street
Longmeadow, MA 01106
413-565-2620
mfcress@comcast.net
next Reunion: 35th, June 2-5,
2016 (cluster with ’81, ’82)

I heard from Kevin Cieplicki of 
South Burlington, Vt., about a 
number of 1980 alumni from 
whom I don’t believe I have 
had any previous correspon-
dence. (I hadn’t realized that 
Kevin and Laurie Boardman 
Curley had known each other 
in high school.)
*Guy Napolitana has been one 
of the two team doctors for 
the Boston Celtics during the 
past 10 years.
*Former JBAR president and 
football player John Riley 
works at a law firm in Montpe-
lier, Vt.
*Bert Cicchetti is also an at-
torney with his own successful 
estate planning firm in Burl-
ington, Vt. He and Marg Little 
Cicchetti reside there with 
their three children. 
*Jim Clifford is president 
of Clifford Fuel Oil in Utica, 
N.Y. Cliff’s son Jimmy plays 

“hoops”for Union while son 
Mike played at Hartwick.
*Craig Ignazewski has been 
an IBMer for over 20 years and 
has two children in college.

I was fortunate to attend a 
baby shower for Laurie Board-
man Curley’s daughter Jamie. 
Stacy Lubrano Lamson was 
also in attendance, as were 
Laurie’s sister Mary Jo Board-
man Brandt and daughter 
Linnea, Roger Brandt’s wife 
and youngest daughter.

How on Earth did we arrive at 
this time and place? Wherever 
we find ourselves, I hope that 
it is with gratitude and joy that 
we embrace this next phase in 
our lives. 

 1981
steVe LuBRanO 
30 Goodfellow Road
Hanover, NH 03755
603-275-5736
steven.d.lubrano@tuck.
dartmouth.edu
next Reunion: 35th, June 2-5, 
2016 (cluster with ’80 ’82)

Do we have to accept that our 
kids go AWOL on that first 
visit back from college, after 
you’ve warmed the hearth 
and made a hot dinner? They 
text us minutes before they 
were supposed to arrive that 
they are hanging out with 
their friends and “don’t stay 
up.”They’re very nice about it, 
but who said they could grow 
up? 

Hans Copeland, Shawn 
Smeallie, Scott Carpenter 
and I got together in Burling-
ton, Vt., for our semi-annual 
“Let’s not forget the good old 
days”barbeque. We went to 
bed late with torn clothes (not 
sure how that always happens 
to me around these guys).

Bob Kinningham, after an 
illustrious football and baseball 
career at SLU, headed to UC 
Davis for a master’s in exercise 
physiology. He met his wife 
there, and decided to go to 

medical school with her, at the 
University of Cincinnati. After 
that, he did a residency in fam-
ily medicine at U. Michigan and 
“stayed on to start the sports 
medicine fellowship”(he was 
the first fellow). He was the 
director of the fellowship from 
1994 until last year, when he 
“took a slightly different posi-
tion as ’director of scholarly 
activity.’”He still sees general 
family medicine patients, 
as well as athletes, and 
teaches at all levels, and has 
three children.  

“Doctor Bob”won a prestigious 
award at the recent American 
Medical Society for Sports 
Medicine annual meeting in 
Hollywood, Fla., for “exempli-
fying the best that a sports 
medicine physician can be 
and do.”

Mare Cromwell spent two 
months in Thailand on retreat 
last spring and spoke at a Wis-
dom Gathering in Holland in 
mid-June. During the summer 
she was in Colorado on book 
tour and for some studies with 
a gifted Native American elder. 
This book, The Great Mother 
Bible, is really starting to take 
off, she reported.

Richard Beach (a self-
described bald-headed IT 
geek) has joined the Golub 
Corporation, owners of the 
Price Chopper supermarkets. 
He’s a systems engineer and 
will be working on systems 
architecture, servers, storage 
and virtualization. 

Cheers to Anne Fleming, 
whose son, Chris, is a first-year 
at SLU this fall. Meanwhile, 
Beatrice Doering Shea said 

mailto:joel.collame@gmail.com
http://adsbrewing.com/
mailto:bonnie.steuart@gmail.com
http://gmail.com/
mailto:Barbarajeanious@gmail.com
mailto:karen.w.collins@nc.rr.com
mailto:mfcress@comcast.net
http://dartmouth.edu/
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October 9-11Herring-Cole stays nearly the same russet Potsdam 

Sandstone color all year long, as it has for 114 years. 

But the colors around it change daily, even hourly 

if you watch closely, if you pay attention to the 

angle of the sun playing on its contoured rock, the 

quality of the clouds above, the density of rain 

and snow, the trusted rhythms of each season. 
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for Doug Noordsy, who was 
promoted to professor of 
psychiatry at Geisel School of 
Medicine at Dartmouth. That’s 
a wicked long effort and a 
crowning achievement.

1982
KaRen heLLe neMiah 
2680 Congress Street
Fairfield, CT 06824
203-256-1171
karen.nemiah@gmail.com
next Reunion: 35th, June 2-5, 
2016 (cluster with ’80, ’81)

The key to staying young 
is having fun. And the key 
to having fun is finding the 
right people. Former Vienna 
Program pals Lisa Thorpe 
Brown, Brad Clough, Beth 
Nicholas Bemis and Ron Buell 
learned how to have fun the 
Austrian way, and when they 
found themselves together last 
summer, they had a grand time 
in true Adirondack style. Lisa, 
who has managed to get both 
of her children and then some 
to go to SLU, keeps recruiting 
students at her day job with 
a garden supply store in Burl-
ington, Vt. Brad is an associate 
professor at the University of 
Montana in Missoula, special-
izing in the history of doctrines 
and practices of Buddhism 
in South Asia, focusing on 
early Indian Buddhism and the 
ongoing Theravada Buddhist 
tradition in Sri Lanka. Beth 
hopped up from Greenwich, 

Watertown (N.Y.) high school 
teacher Leslie Ebbels 
Atkinson and Scott’s daughter 
Meredith Graves ’09 is the lead 
vocalist of hardcore-punk 
band Perfect Pussy, but it 
turns out she’s a lot more than 
just a singer: She’s a pro-
lific writer on issues such as 
gender, sex and body image, 
and now the owner of her own 
record label, Honor Press. She 
writes for publications like 
Rookie, T magazine and Vice.

Jennifer Kessler Ryley writes 
that she is still taking care of 
animals and fostering orphan 
kittens. And let’s give a cheer 

1:  Lilah Brown ’09 and Paul Desabrais, 
    may 23, 2015, Birdport, vt. 
2: alexis harrison ’06 and Andrew Stack, 
    October 18, 2014, Summit, N.J.  

3: John “Casey”Roach iii ’05 and Emilie 
    Kuhn, October 11, 2014, wilmington, N.C.
4: aubrey Fulton ’09 and Curtis Buker, 
    July 8, 2014, Lake Placid, N .y. 

Russ Czerw ’83 (www.weeklyadk.com/archives/18344) has 
had a distinguished military career. Russ was guest speaker 
last Memorial Day in Old Forge, N.Y. He and Michelle Alexander 
Czerw ’83 live in San Antonio, Texas and spend summers in 
Old Forge. They have two children, Danielle and Brandon.

WeDDings
We celebrate new beginnings

3

4

2

1

son Spencer ’16, majoring in 
business in the liberal arts 
and economics, interned last 
summer at Baystate Financial, 
on Kevin McGrath ’77’s team, 
down the hall from Bradlee 
Van Brunt ’78. 

Nancy Gavlick Canon reflects 
that life has included many 
and wide-ranging turns and 
adventures since Canton. She’s 
been back in her hometown, 
Fairfield, Conn., since 1997. 
She’s reconnected with 
Mary-Stuart “Missy”Martin 
DeCamp. Nancy and Peter are 
empty-nesters this fall.

Conn., where she has the 
luxury of traveling the world 
virtually as global program 
manager with Carlson Wag-
onlit Travel. Ron, an SVP of 
engineering with Rdio, a music 
streaming company based in 
San Francisco, travelled the 
farthest. Other ’82ers lurking in 
the woods for the weekend of 
fun included Sarah John-
son, Kevin Brooks, Richard 
Ragold, Nanette Wachter and 
John Bailey. Clearly the hills 
were alive!

Two other classmates sought 
fun in the wilds of the North 
Country, Canton to be exact. 
Andrea Ellison Mulla joined 
her mother and former Alumni 
Council president Helen 
“Aitchie”Aitchison Ellison ’45 
for Reunion last June, as AC 
members of all ages celebrat-
ed the 100th anniversary of 
the council. Betsy Cox Murphy 
also joined the reunion fun, 
and got to honor her
dad Lloyd Cox ’52, trustee 
emeritus, who recently passed 
away (see “In Memory”) by 
soaking up the Laurentian 
spirit with some of his class-
mates who were celebrating 
their 50th. Betsy is with 
New Jersey Manufacturers
 Insurance Company.

Scott Craighead recently 
landed a new sales job with 
CareerBeam, a company of-
fering virtual outplacement 
and career transition services.  
Knowing his fondness for 
competition, he probably just 
moved companies, because 

wife Lisa Pridgeon Craighead 
’83 started a new job too, as 
an associate private client 
adviser at Foundation Source, 
which handles back office 
work and IRS compliance 
for foundations. 

Scott Giles wrote to SLU that 
last year they had all three kids 
in college, including Abagael 
’15, “It has been wonderful 
to follow and support her 
adventures as she defined her 
SLU experience,”he said. “Hers 
and mine are very different yet 
much the same, both defined 
by a wonderful and powerful 
sense of community.”

1983
eRiC KOzLOWsKi
1 Milford Road
Rochester, NY 14625
(c) 585-230-7400
(h) 585-461-3784
twoslu@gmail.com
next Reunion: 35th, 2019 
(cluster with ’84, ’85)

Catherine Erickson met up 
with Margaret Bruun Ander-
son Smith in Los Angeles. 
Catherine has been in LA for 
eight years after moving from 
San Francisco. She is an email 
marketer at Guthy-Renker, 
working on several beauty 
lines including Proactiv. 

One of my many roommates, 
whose record of surviving 
a full year with me is still a 
record, has made a big move 
after 21 years with Kodak. 
Pat Sheller took on a new 
opportunity as senior VP, 

general counsel and secretary 
of Mead Johnson Nutrition 
Company in Glenview, Ill. Pat 
stays in regular contact with 
Tom Reilly and Jay Cunning-
ham. Pat went on a golfing 
excursion this past spring with 
Tom to San Francisco. 

Martha Norton has completed 
a very stringent certifica-
tion process in sensorimotor 
psychotherapy and is one 
of only two that have these 
credentials in the state of Iowa. 
She is a licensed mental health 
counselor and owns Com-
pass Tree Counseling. Martha 
specializes in working with 
trauma. She has been married 
over 20 years and has 
three children.

I had spent more months than 
I had anticipated looking for 
a new position in Rochester, 
N.Y. My Sigma Pi fraternity 
brother Tom Warner, who has 
spent 15 years working for the 
Glens Falls National Bank, was 
looking to fill a new business 
development position covering 
the western part of the state. 
Tom was instrumental in my 
landing the position. He lives in 
Queensbury, N.Y., with his wife 
Lori. Their two children that 
live in nearby Glens Falls; Brian 
’11 is the lone “chip.“

Our 1856 penny has made its 
first visit, to Enid Wonacott. 
Enid sent the penny on to 
Lisanne Dooman Hegman. 

Take a minute to reach out 
to an old college friend. Let’s 

keep in touch and remember 
that our 35th is just a few 
years away!

1984
JuLie PaRKeR
31 East Reid Place
Verona, NJ  07044 
973-857-2142 
ja.parker.silecky@gmail.com 
next Reunion: 35th, 2019 
(cluster with ’83, ’85)

Brenda McFarlane and her 
husband, Kevin Stratton, are 
giving up the beach life in 
Ocean Beach, San Diego, for 
an adobe house with two-
foot thick walls in Silver City, 
N.M., a town of about 10,000 
surrounded by national forest. 
They will also be setting up a 

shop and focusing full-time on 
Brenda’s natural body product 
business, ZirYab’s Body Brew. 
You can find Brenda’s all-
natural deodorant and other 
products on Etsy.com. 

Brenda and Kevin also run a 
group at Burning Man called 
Camp DIY. Last year, Steve 
White ’85 dropped by. Steve 
has been married since 2002, 
has a little girl and lives in 
Edmonds, Wash. 

Brenda’s sister, Lauren McFar-
lane, is also doing well with 
her company, Act First Safety, 
which provides occupational 
health and safety training to 
Canadian companies. Lauren’s 
first son, Kelly Jackson, has 
just graduated from Queens 

Laurentians with affiliations at independent schools near Lake-
ville, Conn., including Hotchkiss, Indian Mountain and Berkshire, 
got together last spring. From left are John Cooper ’83, Caroline 
Kenny Burchfield ’81, Taylor Page ’00, Lauren Badenhausen 
Frankenbach ’86, Jane Donnelly Herold ’90, Kim Cooper ’11, 
Caitlin Ward ’13, Courtney Bliss ’18, Christy McKinnon Cooper 
’84 and Emily Fox Page ’02. Also present were Chris Burchfield 
P’12 and Dan and Jody Bliss P’18.

mailto:karen.nemiah@gmail.com
http://www.weeklyadk.com/archives/18344
mailto:twoslu@gmail.com
mailto:ja.parker.silecky@gmail.com
http://etsy.com/
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managers at her family-owned 
insurance firm.

Laura Curley Pendergast, 
enjoying being back in good 
health, spent the summer 
in Scarborough, Maine, with 
husband Jim and their 5-year 
old daughter, Charlotte. Laura 
is co-chair of Rescue You, 
Rescue Me, a philanthropic 
organization that finds homes 
for homeless dogs and cats in 
Westport, Conn. 

Cathy Shields O’Hara and 
her family live in Charlottes-
ville, Va., which she describes 
as “not exactly a hotbed 
of Laurentian activity,”but 
she recently experienced a 
couple of those serendipitous 
reminders about the close-
knit St. Lawrence community. 
While proudly wearing her 
St. Lawrence Class of ’84 
Reunion t-shirt to a cycle class, 
Cathy was approached by her 
instructor, Jennifer Sphon Cor-
bey ’91. Then, a neighbor asked 
Cathy if she knew Peter Whit-
tier ’93, who had just joined 
the neighbor’s company. 
Cathy did because her father, 
Frank Shields ’54, and Peter’s 
father, Sargent “Sarge”Whittier 
’57, worked together at the 
University. 

Our family vacationed in 
Hawaii to celebrate the gradu-
ation of my son, Matej Silecky, 
from the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley. I have agreed to 
join the board of Ice Dance 

University, where he played 
hockey, and is now working at 
a commercial realty firm. 
Deena Glitz McCullough has 
started a coaching certification 
class at the Gestalt Institute, 
demonstrating her commit-
ment to lifelong learning and 
to working with the senior 

1:  Devon Rodonets ’04 and will richardson, 
    June 28, 2014, york Harbor, maine. 
2: Courtney Opalka ’05 and Brendan meyer, 
    August 2, 2014, Topsfield, mass.  

3: Rebecca LaPier ’09 and Oliver O’sullivan ’09,
    January 21, 2014, Hopkinton, mass. 
4: Leif skodnick ’02 and Clemmie Everett (center 
     behind the banner), June 27, 2015, rye, N.y. 
5:  Martha Pascoe ’11 and Oke Mcandrews ’10, 
     may 23, 2015. Dover, mass. 

(For details, check the respective Class Notes
We publish wedding photos that meet our 
technical requirements on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Those that do not appear in 
this issue may be scheduled for a future one.)

David Platzker ’87 and Diana 
Schmitter Stratton-Crooke 
’87 had lunch at the Museum 
of Modern Art (MoMA) in 
New York City recently, and 
caught up on the last 28 years.  
David is a curator there, in 
the Department of Drawing 
and Prints, while Diana is the 
creative director/designer of 
her own jewelry company, 
launched over the summer, 
by STORM LLC.

1
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International, whose mis-
sion is to create classical and 
contemporary ice ballet with a 
professional company. 

1986
JOY CiaRCia-LeVY
26 Sherbrooke Rd.
Hartsdale, NY 10530
914-591-1936
joyskates@aol.com
next Reunion: 30th, 2017 
(cluster with ’87, ’88)

Nat Garfield lives in Rochester, 
N.Y., where he has worked for 
APFS Rochester, Inc., for about 
10 years. He is a partner in the 
firm, which has grown from 
five employees to 36. They are 
a financial planning, employee 
benefit consulting and payroll/
HRIS company. Nat is the 
director of sales. They were 
named one of the Top Places 
to Work in Rochester, N.Y. 

Billy Paul married Emily Lenz, 
Princeton class of 2004, 
on June 20, 2015, in 
Toronto, Canada.

1987
KRistin JOhnsOn 
COPPOLa
142 Bayridge Lane
Duxbury, MA  02332
781-934-0769
kcoppola3@verizon.net 
next Reunion: 30th, 2017 
(cluster with ’86, ’88) 
 

Happy 50th birthdays, Class 
of 1987! I hope you have all 
had a chance to revel in this 
amazing milestone. I will be 
joining the Fishbowl girls for 
a long weekend in Martha’s 
Vineyard to celebrate ours 
collectively. I’m really looking 
forward to comparing our gray 
hair and wrinkles!

Speaking of celebrations, Bret 
and Brad Watson and their 
wives traveled to Portugal 
for two weeks this year to 
celebrate their 50th. Brad and 
Wendy are still enjoying life in 
Montpelier, Vt., and are now 
empty-nesters; both daughter 
Carly and son Jackson are at 
Middlebury. Bret and Sheryl 
live in Yarmouth, Maine, with 
their three very active kids. 
 
Chris Cawley wrote that she 
is in Afghanistan for the fourth 
time. She’s an orthopedic 
surgeon and lieutenant colonel 
in the Army Reserves. She 
has been working in a FST 
(forward surgical team) that 
provides combat casualty care 
at point of injury. She has also 
provided this service at Walter 
Reed National Military Medical 
Center in Bethesda, Md. An 
article in USA Today in 2012 
chronicled the progress of SSG 
Christopher Walker, a soldier 
that she helped care for. 
You can find it online at 
www.usatoday.com. 

Randy Sieminski recently 
received a 2015 President’s 
Meritorious Service Award for 
his service at SUNY Canton, 
where he is director of 
athletics. President Zvi Szafran 
said, "Randy has contributed 
to the success of SUNY 
Canton in innumerable ways. 
His outstanding leadership 
in both public relations and 
athletics has helped the 
college realize dramatic 
growth during the past 10 
years.”Congratulations Randy! 

Chrissy Drollette LaBella and 
her husband, JJ, completed 
medical school at Syracuse in 
1991 and then moved to Pitts-
burgh. Chrissy is an obstetri-
cian/gynecologist, and JJ is 
a pediatrician. They have two 
children. Dominic is a physics 
major (like Mom) at Duke 
and a Cameron Crazie; he 
can often be seen in the front 
row on ESPN with his entire 
body painted blue. Maria is at 
George Washington in D.C., 
studying pre-law. She is on the 
college debate team and trav-
els every weekend to compete. 
Pretty cool!

Pete Everett and Jessica cel-
ebrated the birth of their first 
child, Alexis Belle, on January 
30. They are over-the-top 
happy, as is her big sister Malia, 
Pete’s daughter from his 
first marriage. 

Chris Delorenzo and Cathy 
Hallett reported that both 
their son and daughter are 
Laurentians as of September. 
Dan O’Connor’s son, Quinn, 
and Kerry Byrnes Dario’s son, 
Ben, are also at SLU this fall. 
Scott Forbes recently joined 
Chris Howes, Molly Reams 
Thompson ’86 and other 
friends at a watering hole 
in Denver, Col., for what 
he described as a night 
filled with “deep academic 
discussion”followed apparently 
by extreme bouts of laughter. 
Scott said he laughed so much 
his face hurt the next day. 
Jacqui Reifler Jewett has 
been promoted to director 
of individualized services at 
Mitchell College, She is highly 
regarded for her experiences 
in educational placement as 
well as student and family sup-
port services. Congratulations, 
Jacquie! Jacquie and Steve 
Jewett live in Guilford, Conn., 
with their six children, includ-
ing Nikki ’16. Steve is coaching 
daughter Emma’s high school 
lacrosse team and directing 
the lower school science 
program at Hamden Hall. 

Peter and Beth Tuach Lend-
rum recently celebrated their 
25th wedding anniversary. 

They continue to enjoy living 
on the West Coast, in El Do-
rado Hills, Calif. Beth is actively 
growing her business as a 
holistic health counselor. Peter 
continues to work in banking 
(over 27 years now) and is cur-
rently a senior vice president in 
the Global Commercial Bank-
ing Group for Bank of America 
Merrill Lynch.

Jean Armstrong is living in 
Groton, Mass., with husband 
Mike and daughters Katie, 13, 
and Emma, 10. She’s still rid-
ing, but her horse gets lower 
priority than her kids these 
days. Jean ran into Stacey 
Billings Chilcoat ’81, at a horse 
show she organized at their 
town fairgrounds. Jean and 

Members of the Class of 1988 gathered at the Tinker Club at 
Tinker Air Force Base in Oklahoma on May 1 for Norine Fitzsim-
mons’s retirement ceremony. The U.S. Air Force colonel spent 
22 years as a judge advocate, and said it was great to have SLU 
friends in attendance. From left are Margie Masley Smith, 
Ellen Krudop Talbot, Norma Tarbell Sunday, Col. Fitzsimmons, 
Nancy Eichen Gunderson and Colleen Curry.

her family planned to enjoy 
the summer by camping in 
Yellowstone and the Tetons 
and traveling to the Outer 
Banks in North Carolina for a 
family reunion. She keeps in 
touch with Abby Silverstein 
Katz, Kim Mitchell, Lisa Taylor 
Heartney and Steve Powell via 
Facebook.

After 26 years of marriage, 
Justin Madden and Anita have 
four children and live on an 
active farm in Russell, Ohio, 
just east of Cleveland. He has 
his own trial attorney practice, 
and also serves as a township 
trustee. “Jud”says he’s been 
really blessed and hopes the 
same is true with every mem-
ber of the Class of 1987.

mailto:joyskates@aol.com
mailto:kcoppola3@verizon.net
http://www.usatoday.com/
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June 7, 2015, to finish his 
goal of running a marathon 
on all seven continents (yes, 
including Antarctica). During 
his quest, Jeff ran with – Brian 
Murphy ’94 (Dublin, Anchor-
age, Boston, New York) and 
Charley MacKenzie ’94 (Bos-
ton), and raised over $30,000 
for the Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society of America and 
close to $40,000 for the Navy 
SEAL Foundation. 

1996
tanYa R. PaRROtt
9712 Handerson Place, #405
Manassas Park, VA 20111
571-292-1072
tanyareads@yahoo.com 
next Reunion: 20th, 25th, 2021

Stephanie Briscoe Olsen said 
she was motivated to write 
when she received her latest 
issue of St. Lawrence.  Stepha-
nie and Chad welcomed twin 
girls Brianna and Ella at the 
end of November 2014. They 
live in Northern California, 
where Stephanie is a risk 
manager at Google. They also 
have a private lending busi-
ness, helping investors become 
educated and involved in real 
estate investing. Stephanie 
invites Laurentian families in 
the area to look her up on 

Chris Galanty married James 
Apistolas in January, with a 
reception at the Carnegie 
Institute of Science.  Many 
classmates attended, including  
Heather Lennon, Andy Smith, 
Todd Stribley, Tom Hobart 
and Alison Spokany Dagnes, 
along with Rob English ’90, 
Sara Norman ’89, Dave ’88 and 
Krissy Ulrich Albanese ’87, and 
Nancy Juda ’88 Chris works 
in Washington, D.C., for Booz, 
Allen Hamilton.

Jonathan “Jay”Robie 
wrapped up a very busy spring 
sports season which included 
three soccer teams and two 
lacrosse teams. Life for Jay has 
never been busier, but he is 
enjoying every minute of it. 

I attended Reunion in June 
in celebration of the Alumni 
Executive Council’s 100th anni-
versary. I look forward to see-
ing many of you next spring as 
we celebrate our 25th with the 
classes of 1990 and 1992.

1995
saMantha C. BixBY 
PO Box 5365
Breckenridge, CO 80424
307-699-4699
scbix@yahoo.com 
www.linkedin.com/pub/sam-
bixby/66/30/367/
next Reunion: 25th, 2020

Jeff Doyle completed the 
Easter Island Marathon on 

on a detail to the U.S. Coast 
Guard Academy in New 
London, Conn., where he is a 
visiting associate professor 
of government as well as the 
foreign service faculty adviser.  
David will be in New London 
through summer 2016.

K.C. Swenson recently started 
working in a new business de-
velopment role with Oracle, in 
the company’s new Cloud Ser-
vices/Data Science Division.  In 
his first six months, corporate 
travel has allowed him to re-
connect with Chris O’Connor 
in Seattle; Jeff McQuaid ’92 in 
San Diego; Jeff Miller ’91, Tom 
Galvin, Keith Eiger ’92 and oth-
ers in San Francisco; and Chris 
Kendall ’92 in Denver.

K.C. was part of a recent an-
nual soiree hosted by Chris 
and Heidi Ulrich Dearborn 
outside Boston. They rounded 
up Don McIntosh’89, Byron 
Martin, Pete Ostwald ’89, 
James Powell, Rob O’Neil, 
Dave Harwood and Dave 
Liddell ’89.  The group cruised 
down to Hampton Beach, 
N.H., for a concert and hilarity 
ensued.  KC says Eric Fracasso 
was sorely missed.

1991
Ken POLK
34 Rana Court
Williamsville NY 14221
716-830-6438 (cell)
716-626-6120 (work)
Fax: 716-626-6099
kenpolk8791@msn.com
next Reunion: 25th, June 2-5, 
2016 (cluster with ’90, ’92)

in 2010 and 2013.  He was also 
inducted into the New York 
State Section III Wrestling Hall 
of Fame in the fall of 2014 for 
coaching. He lives in Adams, 
N.Y., near Watertown, and 
teaches and coaches at South 
Jefferson Central School.
   
Deborah Kirchdorfer Cruik-
shank and  David ’86 live in 
Westchester County, N.Y., 
where they’ve been since 2001. 
Debbie has been teaching high 
school math in the Hendrick 
Hudson school district for 12 
years, after a career change 
out of corporate marketing. 
David has worked for BNY 
Mellon in NYC for about 13 
years and plays bass guitar in 
a couple of bands. 

1990
LYnne giLBeRt agOstOn
7000 Sulky Lane
Rockville, MD 20852
301-881-8331
lgilb1968@hotmail.com
next Reunion: 25th, June 2-5, 
2016 (cluster with ’91, ’92) 

David Rovinsky is still in the 
foreign service for the State 
Department (where he has 
been since 2000), currently 

there. Bob often sees Kerry 
Martin when skiing at Magic 
Mountain, and ran into Steve 
Baker a few years ago on his 
way out to Breckenridge, Col. 
He also keeps in touch and skis 
with Erik Bunaes, who lives 
outside of Albany, N.Y.  Bob 
met up with Timmy Dow at 
the Royal Bermuda Yacht Club 
after finishing the Newport 
Bermuda race last summer, 
and again in Annapolis. He 
also chatted with Rose Seg-
gos Culver ’89 at their 30th 
high school reunion last fall in 
Greenwich, Conn.   

John Canty connected with 
Eric Baist, who works for a 
California-based vineyard, in 
NYC last June. They had a 
great time touring some cool 
bars and restaurants. John 
keeps in touch with Patrick 
Conners, who is being in-
ducted into the SLU Athletics 
Hall of Fame this fall. Pat, a 
two-time wrestling All-Amer-
ican who led St. Lawrence to 
the NCAA Division III national 
team title our senior year, 
was named New York State 
Coach and Northeast Regional 
Wrestling Coach of the Year 

Scott O’Connell is the author 
of the chapter “TV Dramas, 
Aristotle, Storytelling, and 
Persuading a Jury: Practical 
Considerations for Effective 
Trial Visuals”in the new 
book From the Trenches: 
Strategies and Tips from 21 of 
the Nation’s Top Trial Lawyers, 
edited by John Worden and 
published this year by the 
American Bar Association. 
Scott lives in Amherst, N.H., 
and is affiliated with Nixon 
Peabody LLC in Boston.

1988
susie sOMeRViLLe 
sWinDeLL
173 Weed Street
New Canaan, CT  06840
203-966-4695
stlawrence88@optimum.net
next Reunion: 30th, 2017 
(cluster with ’86, ’87)

With Bob Cantwell’s youngest 
(twins!) graduating from high 
school in June, he officially has 
five kids out the door. Having 
sold his company a couple of 
years ago, he now skis in Ver-
mont and sails in Annapolis, 
Md., while picking up a project 
or volunteering effort here and 

1: aimee Redmond ’02 and Erik Pietsch, 
    may 2, 2015, Kennebunkport, maine
2: Chris galanty ’91 and James Apistolas 
    (in the bow ties), January 31, 2015, 
    washington, D.C.
3: Maren Beales ’08 and Adam Brady, 
    August 30, 2014, Burlington, vt. 

Bixler: Tim ’02 and Charissa Bernagozzi ’02, a daughter, addison 
Paige, Jan. 20, 2015. 
Cania: Sal ’07 and Courtney, a daughter, Penelope Olivia, 
may 28, 2015. 
Carlson: Kristy moe ’01 and Ethan, a son, elliott Walter, 
Feb. 2, 2015.
Deniger: Kathy Crane ’01 and Dave, a daughter, Brooke hazel, 
April 23, 2015.
Dillon: Christine williams ’05 and Chris, a son, Rory, march 12, 2015.
Dow: wesley ’04 and moira Anderson ’06, a daughter, 
amelia anderson, April 2014. 
Everett: Pete ’97 and Jessica, a daughter, alexis Belle, Jan. 30, 2015. 
Howe: Charles “C.v.”’04 and Alex rowland ’03, a son, Chapin 
VanWyck, spring 2014.
irish:  Amy Persons ’06 and Ben, a daughter, alice Jane, 
may 12, 2015. 
Kohan: mary mcmeen ’05 and Joshua, a daughter, evelyn hadley, 
June 21, 2015.
Nicholson: Trevor ’98 and Christiana, a daughter, zoey, April 2015.

1
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Other Marriages
•Jessica Magin ’06 and Peter Craft, 
June 27, 2015, Philadelphia, Pa. 
•Tyler Brinkmann ’03 and Lauren Dallam, 
may 30, 2015, gray, maine.
•Billy Paul ’86 and Emily Lenz, 
June 20, 2015, Toronto, Ontario.
not pictured

SAvE THE DATE
Laurentian Silent Auction 

           on campus AND now online!

Sponsored by the Alumni Executive Council
Family weekend - October 2-3, 2015

Bidding begins Friday, Oct 2, at noon 
and continues through Saturday, Oct. 3, 
at 10 p.m. (All times EST)
100% of auction proceeds will support 
student and alumni programs. 

For details, including a list of the 100+ event 
tickets, vacations, art, and scarlet & brown 
items available: 

     www.stlawu.edu/family

Facebook.  “I would love to 
connect!”she said.

I was motivated to get back to 
Canton at the end of May for 
our 20th cluster reunion with 
the Classes of 1994 and 1995 
and for the Singing Saints’ 
65th anniversary. And I was 
not disappointed! The last time 
I had been on campus was 
for our 5th cluster reunion in 
2002. So much has changed in 
the last 13 years, but so much 
remains the same. There are 
new buildings and re-purposed 
“old”buildings, and yet, it truly 
felt like I was coming home.

And then, of course, there 
are the people who made 

St. Lawrence special for me 
20-something years ago, and 
how easy it was to pick up 
those connections at Reunion. 
Dawn-Marie Webster Kerper 
did a great job organizing our 
efforts. In the parade, Matt 
Lyndaker marched with us 
instead of the Saints. Brandt 
Brisson and his son took 
turns carrying our class sign. 
Brendan and Kristen Coakley 
Crotty were there, but only 
Kristin marched, while Brendan 
and their two sons rode the 
fire truck immediately ahead 
of us in the parade.

Dawn-Marie is still in Colorado; 
her husband Joe Kerper ’00 

No Notes?
Classes that do not appear either did not receive any 
news, or lack a class reporter. To submit news, find 
your class reporter’s contact information by 
visiting alumni.stlawu.edu/classnotes and clicking 
on the appropriate decade. To volunteer to be a class 
reporter, contact Joe Keniston, jkeniston@stlawu.edu 
or 315-229-1858.

makoutz: Heidi Dwyer ’02 and Scott, a daughter, Juniper Marie, 
April 6, 2015.
masterson: Sean ’98 and rachael, a son, Peter shuuki, 
October 6, 2014.
murphy: Elizabeth underwood ’03 and Brian, a daughter, 
Brooke elizabeth, June 9, 2015.
murray: Jessica randi ’03 and Andrew, a daughter, Collins Lucile, 
November 7, 2014.
Olsen: Stephanie Briscoe ’96 and Chad, twin girls, Brianna and ella, 
November 2014.
richmond: warren ’04 and Emily Crowley ’04, a daughter,
Jane gray Richmond, April 23, 2015. 
rourke: rebecca ’02 and Jeremiah madison, a daughter, Juliet, 
march 2014. 
Smith: Ashlee ’02 and Joe Bennett, a daughter, Rowan, June 3, 2015.
Sullivan: Carrie Scott ’01 and Kevin, a daughter, eleanor “nora,”
march 27, 2015.
Tisdale: Trish mcmahon ’06 and Troy, a son, Dennis henry, 
April 4, 2015.

FutuRe LauRentians
The Scarlet and Brown’s next generation

mailto:tanyareads@yahoo.com
mailto:scbix@yahoo.com
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/sam-
mailto:kenpolk8791@msn.com
mailto:lgilb1968@hotmail.com
mailto:stlawrence88@optimum.net
http://www.stlawu.edu/family
http://alumni.stlawu.edu/classnotes
mailto:jkeniston@stlawu.edu
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They have three boys: Moses, 
almost 6; Riley, going on 3; and 
Henry, not quite a year. They 
started milking in 2006 on a 
rented farm with 45 cows and 
shipping their organic milk to 
a small family creamery five 
miles from them. They bought 
their current farm in 2009 and 
now ship to a creamery that 
makes grass-fed organic yo-
gurt. It’s always a lot of work, 
but they enjoy being outside, 
working with animals and be-
ing their own bosses. 

Rebecca Rourke married 
Jeremiah Madison in 2011 and 

programs. He and Susan cel-
ebrated 10 years of marriage 
last July on St. George Island. 
Their two sons Angelo, 16, and 
Dominic, 9, are doing great 
and growing up fast!

Tim and Charissa Bernagozzi 
Bixler welcomed a baby girl, 
Addison Paige, to the fam-
ily on January 20. Their son 
Brayden loves his new role as 
big brother. 

Margaret Sandrof Tafel and 
Adam run Tafel Dairy Farm, 
a 115-cow certified grass-fed 
organic dairy in Laurens, N.Y. 

Among the other Laurentian 
attendees were Matt Lavin, 
Tim Furnary ’03, John F. Ward 
IV ’01, Sean Milligan ’00, Molly 
McLaughlin Milligan ’04n, Em-
ily Hunt Forbes ’04, Ashley 
Dalton Forsyth ’03, Heather 
Thomas ’05 and Lindsey Wet-
miller Furnary ’07. Congratula-
tions, Leif and Clemmie!
Ashlee Smith and Joe Bennett 
welcomed their first baby on 
June 3, 2015. Her name is Row-
an and while she arrived six 
weeks earlier than expected, 
she is doing great! 

Heidi Dwyer Makoutz and 
Scott are enjoying life raising 
their family in Bozeman, Mont. 
They welcomed Juniper Marie 
on April 6 (three girls now!). 
“There is a great SLU contin-
gent in Bozeman that spans 
the generations,”Heidi wrote. 
“I had the pleasure of coach-
ing with Kyle Marvinney ’11 for 
Bridger Ski Foundation last 
winter. Great to see the same 
SLU spirit for snow and 
fun continues!”

Leslie McCabe-Holm reports 
that Melissa Gillon Stacy has 
published her first two novels,  
The Etiquette of Wolves and 
Love and Student Loans and 
Other Big Problems, and 
hopes to have two more on 
the way to publishing later this 
year. There will be more about 
these books in a future issue. 

Angelo Markantonakis spent 
four years at Florida State, 
watching the unreal 27-0 run 
of the FSU Seminoles and 
enjoying his work as a dean of 
academic affairs. In January, 
he took a new position with a 
community college in North 
Carolina, as the associate 
vice president of academic 

Mike Jarvis has hit the 12-year 
mark working at the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA), which 
is hard to believe! For the past 
six years, he has served as a C                                                                                                                           
ongressional affairs specialist 
in NOAA’s office of legislative 
affairs, working on issues rang-
ing from oil spills and other 
areas of marine pollution, to 
coastal restoration and safe 
navigation. He still very much 
enjoys working at the agency 
and recently was part of a 
team that received the NOAA 
Administrator’s Award for "ex-
emplary service in predicting 
transport, addressing impacts, 
and removing marine debris 
related to the March 2011 
Japan tsunami.”

Jennifer Grygiel has received 
a tenure-track position in 
communications, and has 
joined the faculty at the S.I. 
Newhouse School of Public 
Communications at Syracuse 
University. She is teaching 
social media. 

2002
Meghan MaguiRe tOOMeY
PO Box 134
Kents Hill, ME  04349
(508) 274-7236
mtoomey@kentshill.org 
next Reunion: 15th, June 2-5, 
2016 (cluster with ’00, ’01)

Aimee Redmond Pietsch 
got married on May 2, 2015, 
in Kennebunkport, Maine, to 
Erik Pietsch. It was an intimate 
wedding with close friends 
and family. They live in 
Newburyport, Mass. 

Alumni Council President Ed 
Forbes writes that they had a 
great crew in Rye, N.Y., on June 
27 for Leif Skodnick’s wedding 
to Clemmie Everett, Harvard 
’03. The couple was married at 
Christ’s Church and a recep-
tion followed at the American 
Yacht Club. Clemmie’s younger 
brother is Jamie Everett ’11. 

John Cook finished his Ph.D. 
and continues to work as vice 
president of academic affairs 
at Manchester Community 
College in Manchester, N.H. 
Very impressive, John!

2001
BRiDgette hOLMes 
gaLLagheR
15 Congress Avenue
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
518-727-4527
bridgegallagher@gmail.com 
next Reunion: 15th, June 2-5, 
2016 (cluster with ’00, ’02)

There are new babies to wel-
come! Three of the new moms 
were my roommates. Kristy 
Moe Carlson and Ethan wel-
comed their third child, Elliott 
Walter, on February 2. Carrie 
Scott Sullivan and Kevin had 
their second daughter, Eleanor 
“Nora”Ann, on March 27. Nora 
joins her sister Abigail in 
Boston. Kathy Crane Deniger 
and Dave welcomed her first 
daughter, Brooke Hazel, on 
April 23. They call Colorado 
Springs home. Congratulations 
to all the families! 

Cory Dalmata and Jennie 
live in Gloversville, N.Y., with 
Cashton, 5, Hadley, 3, and 
Crosby, 1. Cory was recently 
appointed to a six-year term 
as the part-time City Court 
judge, which allows him to 
continue his private practice 
as a partner at the DeLorenzo 
Law Firm, LLP in Schenectady. 
He says, “My private practice 
is concentrated in personal 
injury, criminal and matri-
monial/family court matters, 
and I was just honored as the 
Schenectady County Bar As-
sociation’s young lawyer of the 
year.” That’s a lot of good 
news, Cory!

column on my return flight to 
D.C. But that flight was 
cancelled and I ended up 
driving overnight, which I’m 
sure affected some of my 
long-term Reunion memories!

1997
KeRRi WiLLiaMs sKiDMORe
400 Fingar Rd.
Hudson, NY 12534
(h) 518-828-0842
(c) 518-567-9940
kerriwill25@hotmail.com
next Reunion: 20th, 2018 
(cluster with ’98, ’99)

Pete Everett and his wife, 
Jessica, welcomed a 
baby girl, Alexis Belle, on 
January 30, 2015.

1998
Dan JaLBeRt
88 Everett Street, Apt. 5
East Boston, MA 02128
617-230-1930
dan.jalbert@gmail.com
next Reunion: 20th, 2018 
(cluster with ’97, ’99)

My Priest College mate Sean 
Masterson and his wife, 
Rachael, welcomed into the 
world Peter Shuuki Masterson 
on October 6, 2014. Sean says 
he is a happy little boy who is 
smiling and giggling his way 
into everyone’s hearts. Con-
grats, Sean and Rachael! 

Christiana and Trevor Nichol-
son welcomed their second 
child, Zoey, in April. Zoey joins 
her big sister Sophia, who is 
3. They are still living in Los 
Angeles and doing very well.

explored Herring-Cole and 
Gunnison Chapel (which has 
been beautifully re-built after 
the fire) and then I made my 
way over to the library. The 
orange and purple décor has 
changed, but the environment 
is the same. I was nodding off 
instead of reading in no time. 
Some things never change! 
Matt and Anne Marie Reyn-
olds Lyndaker ’94 were kind 
enough to let me sit at their 
Dana Dining Hall dinner table. 

The Singing Saints anniversary 
concert Saturday evening was 
definitely a highlight for me. 
The entire group sounded 
amazing, and we were well 
represented by our Saint class-
mates Matt Lyndaker and Joe 
Liberty. I saw Joe again a few 
weeks later, in a national news 
photo from the June man-
hunt for the two inmates who 
escaped Clinton Correctional 
Facility in Dannemora, N.Y.  
As a New York State Trooper, 
Joe was part of the massive 
and ultimately successful law 
enforcement efforts to appre-
hend the escapees.

After the concert, it was 
time to head home, but I 
wasn’t quite ready for my 
St. Lawrence experience to 
end. So I left Gunnison and 
headed to the parking lot 
by way of the Quad, removing 
my heels and walking 
barefoot over the rain-spritzed 
grass—something I have 
crystal-clear memories of 
doing 20 years ago! 

If I missed you at Reunion, 
please let me know about 
your Reunion experience. And 
if I did see you, but forgot to 
mention it, please don’t take it 
personally.  I intended to make 
some notes and draft this 

and their two children were 
driving to New York to meet 
her after Reunion. Brendan 
and Kristen are in Delaware; 
Brendan is in real estate 
and Kristen is a teacher in 
nearby Maryland.

Stephanie Panoushek Naka-
mura had made the trip from 
the Boston area, but left her 
two sons at home. Kristen 
Winkler Sillence, on the other 
hand, made Reunion Weekend 
in Canton one stop on her 
cross-country Grand Tour with 
her two children. I hadn’t seen 
the Winklers since a quick stop 
in New Mexico on my cross-
country trip three years ago, 
and I hadn’t seen Steph since 
Corrin Cramer Pierce’s 
wedding, so it was great to 
catch up with everyone.

Chris and Ginger Noble Swee-
ney had significantly less travel 
than most people, since they 
live in Norwood, N.Y., but their 
six children would probably 
garner them a Biggest Family 
Award for our class, if there 
were such a thing. I also spot-
ted Gillian Salvin Slattery, but 
didn’t get a chance to catch 
up with her.

I ran into Katherine Zimmer-
man, who I see frequently 
in the D.C. area when I go to 
outdoor concerts at Wolf Trap 
National Park for the 
Performing Arts. Jeremy 
Freeman, St. Lawrence direc-
tor of admissions, was also 
walking the campus, so it was 
neat to catch up with him for a 
few minutes.

Once I had seen some of 
the new features of campus, 
I wanted a taste of the old.  
Stephanie Nakamura and I 

Do you have a son or daughter who is starting to look at colleges?  Plan a visit to St. Lawrence and learn 
about Laurentian Legacy grants: admissions@stlawu.edu or 1-800-285-1856.

Laurentian
Parents!

Sarah Smith Zentack ’00:
Bicycling to 
Tierra del Fuego

Five years ago, Sarah Smith 
Zentack ’00 was living the Ameri-
can Dream. She was a genetics 
counselor at the Smith Breast Cen-
ter at Baylor College of Medicine, 
and her husband, Scott, was work-
ing in finance for Air Liquide. They 
owned a three-bedroom, three-
and-a-half-bathroom home with a 
two-car garage in Houston. 

But despite what appeared to be a 
perfect life, something felt amiss.

"We realized that the American 
Dream wasn’t our dream,”says Zentack. The duo, who had met 
during a cross-country bicycle tour while Sarah was on break 
from graduate school at Johns Hopkins in 2002, started plan-
ning another tour, this time down the Pacific coast all the way 
to the southern tip of South America.

Over the next three years, they sold everything they owned to 
prepare for the trip. Then, on Easter Sunday 2013, they pedaled 
the first 51 miles of what ended up being a 19,903-mile, 710-day 
journey from Houston to Ushuaia, Argentina. 

They actually started out heading north, landing in Montana for 
a mini-St. Lawrence reunion with Zentack’s former cross coun-
try teammates Eva Dunn-Froebig ’98, Heidi Dwyer Makoutz ’02 
and Jenny White ’99.

"That was one of the highlights of the trip,”says Zentack. "It 
was like we were at St. Lawrence yesterday and nothing had 
changed."

While Zentack still isn’t sure what’s next, she’s pretty sure 
it’s not going to be what most people would consider a 
"normal”life.

"I doubt we’ll ever get back to the rat race,”says Zentack. "We 
just have different priorities.”To find out what those might be, 
follow them on their blog, www.wanderwheels.com. 

Aaron Todd, also one of Zentack’s former cross country team-
mates, dreams of one day writing a book about riding his 
bicycle across the United States and playing in home poker 
games. For now, he’s the senior editor at the Casino City Times, 
based in Newton, Mass.
                                                                 —Aaron Todd ’00, M’06

Sarah Smith Zentack ’00 
and Scott at their final 
destination, the southern-
most city in the world.

mailto:mtoomey@kentshill.org
mailto:bridgegallagher@gmail.com
mailto:kerriwill25@hotmail.com
mailto:dan.jalbert@gmail.com
mailto:admissions@stlawu.edu
http://www.wanderwheels.com/
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Jessica Magin and Peter Craft 
were married on June 27, 2015, 
in Philadelphia, Pa. 

2007
Meg BeRnieR KenistOn
3 Mildon Road
Canton, NY 13617
404-617-7851 (cell)
meg.keniston@gmail.com
next Reunion: 10th, 2017

I apologize this column is 
shorter than most because I 
forgot to ask for submissions 
until the last minute. But I did 

Mudder competition with her. 
Jen writes, “10 miles of mud, 
obstacles and teamwork, and 
we did it!”Later they met up 
with Kerry Walter. “It was a 
great weekend of SLU memo-
ries, ”Jenny said.”Looking 
forward to our 10th reunion 
next spring!”

Alexis Harrison and Andrew 
Stack were married on Octo-
ber 18, 2014, with a reception 
at the Beacon Club in Summit, 
N.J. They were accompanied 
by several Laurentians. Also, 

pre-press manager and senior 
graphic designer in charge of 
running the art department 
at Olympic Printers in Port 
Angeles, Wash. 

Amy Persons Irish, husband 
Ben, and big brother Isaac wel-
comed a baby girl, Alice Jane 
Irish, on May 12, 2015. Alice was 
born at Northwestern Medical 
Center in St. Albans, 

Jenny Howard reports a great 
visit with Jorgji Dhima, who 
came down from NYC to 
Virginia to take on the Tough 

Keep your updates coming. I 
enjoy hearing about and shar-
ing your work, family and 
life successes!

2005
For information about becoming 
a reporter for this class, please con-
tact Joe Keniston ’05, 315-229-
1858 or jkeniston@stlawu.edu.
next Reunion: 15th, 2019 
(cluster with ’03, ’04)

Christine Williams Dillon 
and Chris welcomed Future 
Laurentian Rory on March 12 in 
New York City. Two weeks later 
they moved to Burlington, Vt.

Mary McMeen Kohan and 
Joshua welcomed a daughter, 
Evelyn Hadley, on June 21. 

2006
aDaM CasLeR
35 Latham Village Lane, Apt. 20
Latham, NY 12110
518-782-6582 
adam.casler@gmail.com
next Reunion: 10th, 
June 2-5, 2016

Ben ’07 and Karoline 
Chrzanwoski-Sears purchased 
a home in Albany, N.Y., in April, 
and continue to establish roots 
in the Capital District. Karoline 
is at Union College as the as-
sociate director of student ac-
tivities, while Ben works for the 
New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation.

In April, Kaia Klockeman Ellis 
and Melina Cruz were able to 
get together in NYC for a few 
days. The two also took a trip 
to Cancun in August, along 
with Neema Mawiyoo ’07.

Trish McMahon Tisdale had 
two big updates to share: “My 
husband, Troy, and I welcomed 
the birth of our first child, a 
son named Dennis Henry. He 
was born April 4, 2015, two 
weeks early—the day of our 
baby shower, so we missed 
the shower!”Trish received a 
promotion at work upon her 
return from maternity leave, to 

Alissa Bibb and husband 
Andy Dana ’02 have moved to 
Moscow, Russia, to work at the 
U.S. Embassy for up to three 
years. They were in intensive 
Russian language training last 
year. They took advantage of 
their time in the U.S. before 
their departure to catch up 
with the Saints cross country 
team a few times, including 
seeing her brother, Trevor Bibb 
’15 (for more on them, turn to 
the Sports pages).  

Jenn Flanagan Bradley 
lives in Mercersburg, Pa., 
with her husband and two 
boys; she works in advance-
ment and alumni relations at 
Mercersburg Academy.

Nic Long has undergone two 
liver transplants. Thankfully, 
Nic is on the road to recovery; 
you can follow his journey at 
http://www.gofundme.com/
s5nusfk.

Jillian Jurek Lucas lives in East 
Amherst, N.Y., with husband 
Rich and two young boys. 
She is the director of career 
coaching at Modern Guild 
and also has her own career 
coaching practice, JML Career 
Coaching. Also in the Buffalo 
area, Andrea Miller Mahoney 
married Bill in 2013 and is liv-
ing and teaching English in her 
hometown, Williamsville, N.Y. 

I live in Saratoga Springs, N.Y., 
with my husband, Jim Hakewill 
’05, and our three young 
children.  I’m the director for 
Melissa’s Closet, a non-profit 
organization in memory of 
my twin sister, Melissa, that 
ensures that high school girls 
have dresses to attend prom 
in style regardless of financial 
or family circumstances. We 
have distributed over 2,000 
dresses.  I joined social forces 
with Ian and Stephanie Gysel 
Coryea, Jillian Jurek Lucas and 
our families in Lake Placid last 
summer for some Adirondack 
fun! Stephanie and Ian, with 
their son, Connor, call Lake 
Placid home. 

January to continue teach-
ing Quebec literature. Also in 
education, Erin Boyea teaches 
high school ESL in Providence, 
R.I. She writes a blog at Erin-
Boyea.blogspot.com that has 
over 44,000 views.

Brendon Moeller lives in 
St. Petersburg, Fla., with his 
wife, Lisa. Moeller helped 
launch Anchor Insurance Hold-
ings, a property and casualty 
insurance company. Ryan 
Duffy ’03, Matt Dougherty ’03, 
Rob Russell’03, Luke Adovasio 
and Lee Denslow were initial 
investors in the capital raise. 

Lindsey Keck lives in Roch-
ester, N.Y., with her husband 
and toddler daughter. She is a 
pediatric dentist.  

Allie Skelley is the associate 
director of admission at Ports-
mouth Abbey School 
in Rhode Island.  He and his 
wife, Stefanie, welcomed a 
son, Fitzy.

Meaghan Mohr Gesino re-
ceived her MSW in 2011 from 
the University of Minnesota 
and resides in St. Paul. She 
is director of social services 
at a nursing home in the 
Twin Cities.

In marriage and baby news, 
Darby Santamour and Ali 
Saab ’05 were married in 2012 
and welcomed their first child 
in 2014. Tyler Brinkmann was 
married on May 30 in Gray, 
Maine, to Lauren Dallam of 
Greenville, Maine. Brian Davis, 
a dentist on Long Island, and 
wife Tina are proud parents 
to two daughters. Jess Randi 
Murray and Andrew live in 
New York City, where they 
welcomed their first baby—a 
girl, Collins Lucile. Elizabeth 
Murphy welcomed Brook 
Elizabeth Murphy; mother and 
daughter live in Misoula, Mont.

Kent McGlincy, Matthew 
“Kji”Helffenstein ’04 and their 
families in Denver. Beth also 
hosted a really great event for 
Laurentians living in the moun-
tains: 35 Laurentians from the 
1960s to 2013 gathered in As-
pen at Brunelleschi’s, an Italian 
restaurant/hockey bar owned 
by Gil Vanderaa ’85.

Alex Rowland, husband C.V. 
Howe, and 2-year-old son 
Harrison welcomed Chapin 
VanWyck Howe last spring. 
They moved back to Boulder 
for C.V.’s job, Quinn Popcorn, 
an organic popcorn company 
which was co-founded by the 
twin sister of Katie Holmes ’03. 
(Katie is leaving her musi-
cal mark on the world: she is 
recording an album, Put Down 
Your Gun, with Coupe Studios 
in Boulder.

Melissa Sherman moved to 
San Francisco after graduation 
and has been there ever since. 
After working in advertising 
and market research, 
she decided to pursue her 
long-time interest in 
psychology. In 2013 she 
finished her master’s degree 
in marriage and family therapy 
with an art therapy focus. 

Bryan Russell and Anjili run 
the Keene Yoga Center in 
Keene, N.H. They offer 200-
hour yoga teacher training 
programs in Bali, Fiji, Costa 
Rica, Greece and New Hamp-
shire. They also have a son.

Julie Morris is a visiting as-
sistant professor of French at 
St. Lawrence. She will return in 

they had a daughter, Juliet, in 
March 2014. The family moved 
closer to Rebecca’s home 
(Albany, N.Y.) last fall. Rebecca 
is a psychologist in a private 
practice in Albany. 

My husband and I are expect-
ing our third girl in November. 
Maddie, 3, and Maia, 1, are 
super-excited for the new 
arrival and ready to be great 
big sisters. I’ve switching gears 
from associate director of ad-
missions to college counseling 
at the Kents Hill School; still 
coaching girls’ hockey. 

2003
Megan WaLsh haKeWiLL
33 Jessica Trace 
Wilton, NY  12831
315-250-1448 (cell)
meganhakewill@gmail.com
next Reunion: 15th, 2019  
(cluster with ’04, ’05)

I was excited to receive such 
wonderful personal and pro-
fessional news from class-
mates. Thank you for 
your responses!

I received word from several 
Laurentians out West. Among 
them, Marcus Perman is living 
in Boulder, Col., as the director 
of research for Tsadra Founda-
tion, a non-profit trust that 
supports the combined study 
and practice of Tibetan Bud-
dhism. He recently organized 
his first major international 
conference on Tibetan transla-
tion in Keystone, Colorado, 
where over 200 of the world’s 
scholars and specialists gath-
ered, and will be organizing 
the next conference at the Uni-
versity of Colorado, Boulder, 
in 2017.

Sarah Marsh and Bill Rothman 
have been living in Denver for 
10 years with their two boys, 
Will, 4, and Owen, 2. They 
joined up with Beth Slater, 

Laurentian Connections
erin Coakley Lassial ’07, M’13 
Coco Lassial aprons
etsy.com/shop/Cocoaprons

it’s not always easy wearing something that is both 
fashionable and functional, especially for housework, 
but erin Coakley Lassial ’07, M’13, seated, has spent 
the last few years trying to change that. 

“When it came to wearing an apron, i had an idea 
of what i was looking for, Lassial says. “i wanted 
something i could wipe my hands on, and kept 
looking for a product that had some kind of towel 
attached. When i didn’t find anything, i started taking 
washcloths and attaching them to my aprons myself.”

in 2010, she made what would be the first of many 
Coco Lassial aprons, which are unique because of 

their large terrycloth bottom. By 2011, she had applied for a business license. 

“i had no idea how to do the business side, but it was amazing to see how my family and Laurentians 
offered to help or connect me with someone else who could help,”she says. “that made a huge 
difference. it turned my nerves into more excitement and inspiration, and pushed me to keep trying 
when it was hard.”
 
Once word was out about the aprons, Lassial knew she couldn’t keep up with demand by herself. 
a friend suggested she find a way to work with the amish. she found a local family who helped her 
finalize the design of the full aprons, child aprons and potholders, and produce the products.

“the potholders have been great because we are able to use the scraps from the aprons and not 
waste material,”Lassial says. “the amish family i work with also build in a flannel and thermal 
padding they use for their own potholders and hot pads.”

Lassial has created more than a product – she’s created a small business with personality. 
Customers love seeing the chronicles of her adventures in her aprons on the Coco Lassial Facebook 
page. it might be cooking a gourmet meal or spring cleaning, but most of the time it’s funny moments 
like when her dogs act up or she forgoes laundry to enjoy a glass of wine.

What’s next for the company? in addition to unveiling a new product—half aprons, this fall–Lassial has 
some news for Laurentians: “a st. Lawrence-inspired apron is in production and will feature a scarlet 
and gold pattern with brown foliage—reminding us of fall, one of our favorite times on campus—and 
brown terry cloth.” 
                    —MBK

mailto:meg.keniston@gmail.com
mailto:jkeniston@stlawu.edu
mailto:adam.casler@gmail.com
http://www.gofundme.com/
http://boyea.blogspot.com/
mailto:meganhakewill@gmail.com
http://etsy.com/shop/CocoAprons
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dance, including Erin Coakley 
Lassial. Thanks to everyone 
who sent us well-wishes.

Please note that my email has 
changed. If you don’t hear 
from me at least four times 
a year, you aren’t on my list! 
Please send me a note so I can 
add you (and maybe include 
some news!).

2008
Justin LYnCh
989 James Street, Apt. 7B
Syracuse, NY 13203
585-506-5592
sLunotes08@gmail.com
next Reunion: 10th, 2018

Brent Davis notified the 
University that he and his wife 
moved to Austria after he 
finished his Ph.D. in economics. 
About a year ago, he began 
as a post-doctoral fellow in 
economics at the University of 
Innsbruck. “We are enjoying 
living in the Alps, traveling Eu-
rope, and the arduous task of 
learning German,”he wrote.

Mackenzie Ewing has started 
working as a travel occupa-
tional therapist with assign-
ments in New Hampshire, 
Vermont and Hawaii. She 
will then be heading to Palm 
Springs, Calif.   

2009
Cassie COughLin
4 Prince St. Apt 5
Boston MA 02113
802-779-3623
cassandracoughlin@gmail.
com
next Reunion: 10th, 2019

Danielle LaCavalla ’09 and 
Heidi Robbins ’11 competed 
in the King Pine triathlon out-
side North Conway, N.H., last 
spring. They were both on the 
alpine ski team together, and 
reside in Northfield, Vt.

get the email out at 6 a.m. on 
my wedding day! (More on 
that in a minute.) I received 
many congratulatory emails 
and several “What are you do-
ing emailing us on your wed-
ding day?!”notes, but a class 
reporter has a job to do no 
matter what life brings. (I have 
to write that because my boss 
is the editor of this magazine.) 
So without further ado:

Kendra Horton Peaslee 
wrote and said she recently 
took a position as director of 
emergency services for a two-
campus hospital system. She 
said it’s “super busy and super 
challenging”but she loves it! 
She and her husband, Adam, 
live in Sandwich, N.H., with 
their two children, Abigail, 4, 
and Samuel, 2. 

In baby news, Sal Cania and 
Courtney welcomed their first 
child into the world. Penelope 
Olivia Cania was born the 
morning of May 28 in 
New Hampshire.

I married Joe Keniston ’05, 
M’07 in Lake Placid, N.Y., on 
June 12. It rained and thun-
dered but thankfully the dark 
clouds rolled in after we had 
taken most of our photos. 
Hey, we were just glad it didn’t 
snow! We were lucky to have 
many Laurentians in atten-

Rebecca LaPier married 
Oliver O’Sullivan on their 
“anniversary,”January 21, 2014, 
in Hopkinton, Mass. The two 
met during our first year and 
started dating in 2007. 
Congratulations to you both!  

Christopher “Woody”Parker 
has one year of medical school 
left before his residency in 
the U.S. Navy. He was elected 
national president of the 
Student Association of Military 
Osteopathic Physicians and 
Surgeons (SAMOPS), an 
organization that supports 
military medical students 
throughout the country, and 
appointed to the Membership 
Committee of the Uniformed 
Services Academy of Family 
Physicians (USAFP).

Lilah Brown married Paul 
Desabrais on May 23, 2015, in 
Bridport, Vt. Several Lau-
rentians were in attendance, 
including Molly Williams. Also 
in the wedding were Kelsey 
Austin ’08 and Sara Clark 
Cummings ’08. 

Aubrey Fulton married Curtis 
Buker on July 8, 2014, at the 
Lake Placid Lodge in Lake 
Placid, N.Y. 

Adam Kyamatare wrote to 
many of his St. Lawrence pro-
fessors and friends that he is 
the first Rwandan accepted by 
the Harvard Business School; 
he started over the sum-
mer.  He also said he’s getting 
married next year, although in 
keeping with Rwandan custom 
he has little involvement in 
the planning of that. More on 
Adam in the next issue.

2010
JOshua JOhnsOn
656 9th Street, NE
Washington, DC 20002
716-499-3016 (cell)
joshua.david.johnson16@
gmail.com
next Reunion: 5th, 2017 
(cluster with ’08, ’09)

After five years teaching 
middle school science in a 
charter school in Washington, 
D.C., I have begun a new ca-
reer in educational technology. 
I am an educational curriculum 
writer for a brand-new science 
“edtech”company creating an 
immersive science video game. 
My role is to write middle 
school science curriculum that 
is translated into missions in an 
interactive virtual environment. 
It was sad to leave the class-
room, but I am excited about 
new opportunities 
and challenges.

Over Memorial Day Week-
end, Astrid Tvetenstrand and 
Amanda Earley completed 
the Vermont City Marathon in 
Burlington, Vt. Phoebe Wood 
ran in the relays, as did other 
fellow Laurentians from many 
different class years. I was 
lucky enough to be there to 
cheer on all the Laurentians.  

Caroline Bishop Hill began her 
career as a financial adviser 
nearly two years ago with a 
local firm, Brighton Securities, 
in Rochester, N.Y. She was also 
a bridesmaid with Laura Brill 
and Ashley Austin ’11 in Jess 
Moore’s August wedding. All 
three are Chi Omega sisters.

After living in Washington, 
D.C., for four years and then 
San Francisco, Katie Shorey 
moved to Portland, Maine, over 
the summer. She is working on 
creating more public/private 
partnerships and plans to start 
her own consulting firm. 

Jennifer Kish entered Tufts 
Medical School’s Physician 
Assistant Program in January. 

It is a two-year program; she 
will graduate in January 2017 
with a master’s degree. Shortly 
thereafter, she will sit for her 
boards in order to become a 
certified physician’s assistant. 
Jen loves living in Boston and 
can hardly believe she has 
been there for five years.

Colby Clarkson is closing his 
career as a technical sales 
engineer at a major cryogenic 
company in Maryland. He is 
moving back to New Hamp-
shire to work side-by-side with 
his father at their home-grown 
real estate business in Hanover.

Alli Morrow mentioned 
that she will be moving to 
Atlanta, where she will still 
be teaching math.

Tara Johnson is pursuing her 
MBA from Clarkson through 
their online program, and was 
set to finish in September. She 
has set a wedding date with 
Christian Lopez for June 11, 
2016, in Saratoga Springs, N.Y.

2011
aLissa BeiDeCK ’11
31 Gardner Street, Apt. 3
Boston, MA 02134
518-637-5404 
alissa.beideck@gmail.com
next Reunion: 5th, 2017 
(cluster with ’12, ’13)

Lauren Bennett has elected to 
move to Washington, D.C., in 
pursuit of a Master of Divinity 
at Wesley Theological Semi-
nary. When not in class or visit-
ing the Smithsonian, she plans 
meetings for metropolitan 
community churches as their 
conference coordinator.

2012
LauRen LieBhaBeR
510 East Broadway
Boston, MA 02127
315-527-8452 (cell) 
laurenlieb213@gmail.com
next Reunion: 5th, 2017 
(cluster with ’11, ’13)

Kathy Burton ’12 and Emily 
Fisher ’12 graduated from 
Lesley University’s Gradu-
ate School of Education with 
master’s degrees in elemen-
tary education on May 16, 
2015. They spent the last year 
engaged in internship-based 
master’s programs. Kathy 
received her degree through 
Lesley’s Cooperative Internship 
program and Emily received 
hers through Lesley’s Elemen-
tary Education Urban Initiative 
program. Kathy spent the 
year student teaching at the 
Belmont Day School, Emily at 
the Argenziano School 
in Somerville.

Philanthropy Sustained 
young Alumnae Lead Distinguished gift Effort for St. Jude

Alumnae members of the Gold Gala organizing committee for 2015 
were, from left, Martha Civitillo ’11, Natalie Sawyer ’10, Alanna 
Sutherland ’10, Christina Strong ’09, Alexandra Burchfield ’12, 
Lilli Donahue ’13, Tersey Regan ’11 and Sydney Millyard ’11.

it all started at the Delta Delta Delta sorority house at st. Law-
rence. One of tri-Delta’s philanthropic beneficiaries is st. Jude 
Children’s Research hospital, and Christina strong ’09 and saman-
tha Levitan ’09 determined that their involvement with that initia-
tive would not stop with graduation. in March 2012, they launched 
“gold gala: an evening for st. Jude.”

in its four iterations since then, the annual new York City event 
has raised more than $323,000 for the hospital, through corporate 
sponsorship of such aspects as food and beverages; silent auc-
tions; raffles; and the ticket charge for the gala. some sponsor-
ships have st. Lawrence connections; approximately a third of 
attendees have been st. Lawrence alumni; and alumnae, several of 
whom are “tri-Delts,”constitute 60 percent of the gala’s organizing 
committee (see photo). 

“We have been fortunate to have an amazing following from fellow 
saints year after year,”says strong. she’s the committee’s event 
chair, but gives credit to her committee compatriots for the grow-
ing success of the gala. she notes that Levitan stepped aside for 
2015 thanks to “a full plate,”but “was my partner in the planning 
and execution of the first three events and helped grow it to the 
great success it has become.”

the gala is “one of st. Jude’s leading young professional events 
nationwide,”according to a statement from the hospital. Quoting 
from the group’s mission statement, strong explains, “We look to 
spread st. Jude founder Danny thomas’s vision that ’no child is 
denied treatment based on race, religion, or a family’s ability to 
pay.’ With the support of our volunteers, sponsors and generous 
donors, we are able to donate 100 percent of our proceeds di-
rectly to st. Jude, (giving) innocent children who continue to face 
life-threatening battles hope for a brighter future.“

the fourth gala, which strong calls “our most successful yet,
”took place at the Bowery hotel last February 28, raised $128,500, 
and hosted about 600 young professionals from throughout 
the greater new York City area. “Our tickets sold out in just 10 
days,”says strong, who majored in speech and theatre (now per-
formance and communication arts) and is an assistant manager of 
marketing for north america at tiffany & Co. “We truly wouldn’t 
be where we are today without the support and generosity of the 
st. Lawrence family.”    —nsB

Chantal Delisle lives in Boston 
and works as an event coordi-
nator in the startup world 
for CIC Cambridge.  Not far 
away, Cassidy Griffin lives 
in Newton, Mass., and is 
pursuing her Ph.D. in popula-
tion health at Northeastern 
University. Cassidy received 
her master’s in public health 
from Northeastern. 

mailto:SLUnotes08@gmail.com
http://gmail.com/
mailto:alissa.beideck@gmail.com
mailto:laurenlieb213@gmail.com
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Nicole Eigbrett works at 
AmeriCorps VISTA with 
Central Berkshire Habitat for 
Humanity, where she’s the 
volunteer and community 
engagement coordinator in 
Pittsfield, Mass. Just three 
hours east in Amesbury, Mass., 
Alexander Durocher is a busi-
ness development representa-
tive at Brainshark, Inc. 

Congrats to Dan Mulcahey 
for accepting an investment 
associate position at Cam-
bridge Associates in Boston. 
Dan’s responsibilities are to re-
search and analyze investment 
managers in order to provide 
recommendations to clients 
on the types of portfolios to 
allocate their assets to, based 
on their unique investment 
objectives. He also relays 
market conditions to clients 
on a regular basis. 

2015
KaRa MCDuFFee
246 Swartlick Road
Owego, NY 13827
607-727-6114
khmcdu11@stlawu.edu
next Reunion: 5th, 2020 
(cluster with ’14, ’16)

Hello, Class of 2015! It’s been 
awesome hearing from some 
of you, and I’d love to hear 
from more—please don’t 
hesitate to contact me with 
your updates!

Chris Fernandez has been 
hired as a the new squash 
director for CitySquash, a 
not-for-profit after-school en-
richment program based in the 
Bronx and Brooklyn, that helps 
motivated and talented young 
people from economically dis-
advantaged households. Chris 
had participated in CitySquash 
since middle school, and 
presented a speech about 

On the ’further education” 
front, Star-Quana Jackson is 
attending SUNY Albany’s dual 
program in social work and 
criminal justice. And Reuben 
Wolf is pursuing a master’s in 
philosophy at the University 
at Buffalo. 

Brandon Wilkinson is a re-
search associate at Instrumen-
tation Laboratory, a biotech 
company in Bedford, Mass. 
He works with hemostasis 
machines with the goal of 
providing proper data for the 
instruments and tests to be 
approved by various countries 
his company distributes to.

Following his dream to play 
professional baseball, Joe Ri-
ley is pitching for the Ottawa 
Champions, who are part of 
the Can-Am Baseball League.  

Jeff O’Connor has fled South 
Portland, Maine, to join the 
SLU community in Beantown. 
He accepted a job at Educa-
tion First (EF), of Cambridge, 
Mass., in May and started 
working as a tour consul-
tant. Jeff coordinates study 
abroad tours for middle and 
high school students from the 
South Ridge Region.

Honorary classmate Grace 
Potter has certainly been 
keeping herself busy by 
performing with well-known 
artists such as Kenny Chesney 
and The Rolling Stones, as 
well as working on her new 
solo album, “Midnight.”In 
June, Grace was presented 
with the ASCAP Harry Chapin 
Vanguard Award during 
the 40th Anniversary of the 
WHYHunger Chapin Awards 
Gala. The award is named after 
the late singer, songwriter and 
social activist and is given for 
humanitarian contributions. 

Speaking of stars, Bill Prescott 
is in the Lone Star State as an 
admissions counselor at Rice 
University in Houston, Texas.

married on May 14, 2016, 
at the Lucknow Estate in 
Moultonborough, N.H. 

Amanda Chase is an events 
coordinator for the Miami Dol-
phins of the National Football 
League, which employs several 
Laurentians. Amanda has been 
involved in several successful 
fund-raising events.

At press time, the Univer-
sity learned that Diomedes 
Gonzalez had won the Teacher 
Excellence Award from 
Success Academy Charter 
Schools. Diomedes teaches 
science at one of the organiza-
tion’s elementary schools in 
New York City. “Scholars in Mr. 
Gonzalez’s class are always 
engaged and on the edge of 
their seats,”said the school’s 
principal, Tara Stant. Gonzalez 
asks engaging questions that 
push his students to think 
more critically about science, 
she added. 

2013
BRittanY MOten
225 West End Avenue
Apt #25
New York, NY 10023
858-444-7298
brittm31@aol.com
next Reunion: 5th, 2017 
(cluster with ’11, ’12)

Emily Peck graduated from 
Clarkson University on May 9 
with her Master of Science in 
Physician Assistant Stud-
ies. Emily moved to Utah in 
August to begin her career as 
a physician’s assistant. Jordyn 
Thiem is enrolled in the same 
program and is expected to 
graduate in 2017. She is very 
excited to be back in the 
North Country. 

Jessica and Matt Feldman ’09 
got engaged in October 2014 
while on a weekend trip to 
Newport, R.I. They are getting 

The last weekend in May might have been Reunion Weekend 
on campus, but it was also a weekend for a reunion of college 
friends in Moravia, N.Y. Front from left are Aubrey Billings ’12, 
Andrea McCoon ’13 and Emily Endieveri ’13, while behind them 
from left are Rasheem Caines ’13, Brandon Simonetta ’13, Colin 
Tessier-Kay ’13, Kyle Amell ’13 and Danzel Blash ’13.

We’ve some exciting an-
nouncements in this issue for 
the class of 2013! Many con-
gratulations are in order. 

Alissa McCaffrey graduated 
from Yale School of Public 
Health with a master’s degree 
in health policy. Alissa will be 
relocating to Washington, D.C. 
to begin a full-time position in 
healthcare consulting. 

Shaneequa Castle, a graduate 
assistant at Florida Internation-
al University, received notifica-
tion that she has been chosen 
as an alternate for a Fulbright-
mtvU award. It’s a 10-month 
scholarship that focuses on 
how music is used as a form of 
expression or catalyst 
for change. 

Kendra Bush graduated from 
the University of Denver, 
obtaining a master’s in curricu-
lum and instruction. Her 
St. Lawrence education pro-
fessor, Don Mesibov, traveled 
all the way from New York 
State to attend the ceremony! 
She notes, “He supported me 
throughout my SLU career and 
I never would have made it this 
far without him.”

Over the summer, Davis 
Scholar Lukasz Niparko wrote 
his St. Lawrence adviser, Elun 
Gabriel in European studies, 
that he was following through 
on plans to transform his SYE 
thesis on the Jews of Poznań, 
Poland (Lukasz’s hometown) 
into action. Over the summer, 
he started a project for the 
youth of Poznań “about our 
city’s Jewish past, Jewish heri-
tage, and (a) future free from 
discrimination,”he wrote. “It 
is very fascinating to see this 
project growing. I was waiting 
for this many years and hope 
that this is only a beginning!”

2014
stePhanie eLDOn
PO Box 396
Dorset, VT 05251
603-380-4641
stephanie.eldon@gmail.com
next Reunion: 5th, 2020 
(cluster with ’15, ’16)

Congratulations, Class of 2014! 
It’s officially been over a year 
since we graduated from SLU 
(which is sad for some of us, 
I know). Here is what some 
of our classmates have been 
up to: 

Lenny Claudio has not only 
become CEO of his photogra-
phy company, but he has also 
been accepted by the Hult In-
ternational Business School in 
Boston. He will graduate after 
a one-year intensive program 
with his master’s in interna-
tional business. The popularity 
of his company has led him to 
specialize in portraits and con-
certs, including the legendary 
Mysteryland Festival in June. 

Also in Boston, both Tay-
lor Capuano and Megan 
Amoroso have settled into the 
city life. They are the channel 
marketing manager at Life is 
Good and convention services 
coordinator at the Greater 
Boston Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau, respectively.   

Working as a legislative aide 
for Assemblymember Miguel 
Santiago, Marilyn Limone is 
living in sunny Sacramento, 
Calif. She drafts and monitors 
legislation, conducts research, 
and votes recommendations 
for Santiago. Essentially she 
is a #boss and makes bills 
become laws. 

his experience in June, which 
played a role in the program 
raising $1.2 million to continue 
their mission.

In a surprise turn of events, an 
editor at the Belgrade News 
in Bozeman, Mont., called 
Samantha Weber for a job 
interview after reading a writ-
ing portfolio she submitted to 
a sister newspaper. Samantha 
accepted the job and moved 
out to Montana to become the 
paper’s news reporter.
 
Many of our classmates are 
continuing their schooling in 
graduate programs. Michael 
Avanzato is attending Stein-
hardt School at New York 
University for his master’s in 
music technology. Annemieke 
Martino is in the doctor of 
physical therapy program at 
the University of Connecticut. 
Olivia Arroyo is attending 
Chapman University’s MFA 
Program for creative writing 
in Orange County, Calif., where 
she will be studying and 
writing fiction, non-fiction 
and screenwriting.

Taylor Gale moved to Roches-
ter, N.Y., to attend the Warner 
School of Education for a mas-
ter’s in higher education with a 
student affairs concentration. 
She will be working two gradu-
ate assistantships: graduate 
head resident and graduate 
assistant for the parent and 
family relations office. She will 
be keeping plenty busy, as 
she has to oversee a student 
residential staff, as well as re-
search better communication 
techniques for parents and 
families of the university. 

After an extremely successful 
running career at St. Law-
rence, Cassia Hameline isn’t 
done yet—she’s running on 
Syracuse’s cross country and 
outdoor track and field team 
this year while working toward 
her master’s in design, devel-
opment and evaluation.

Oma Cecil has taken a job 
medical scribing at a primary 
care office, which she “strongly 
recommends to students 
interested in the medical 
field,”because of its first-hand 
exposure.

Anna Pond went on a two-
week trip to Rwanda in May 
with six other St. Lawrence 
students, who taught Eng-
lish to a group of women at 
a sewing cooperative and to 
the Rwandan national cycling 
team. “It was an eye-opening 
experience in a country that 
has an often misunderstood 
reputation,”Anna said. “The 
people we met were so 
memorable and wonderful. 
It’s something that I will not 
soon forget.”For more, see "On 
Campus."

Caroline Murphy is a teacher 
and assistant outdoor guide for 
the Community School in Sun 
Valley, Idaho. She will be 
working with high school 
English students and leading 
outdoor trips.

Courtney Goodridge has 
joined the AmeriCorps ranks 
in Sacramento, Calif., where she 
will be working for City Year, an 
education-focused non-profit 
organization that partners with 
high-need public schools to 
offer full-time student inter-
ventions. “After volunteering 
at a Boys and Girls Club last 
summer,”she said, “I knew 
that I wanted to continue 
helping children and youth 
after graduation.”

Argina Girsang moved to 
New York City to start as a 
sales development execu-
tive at the company Panjiva, 
which is a data trade intel-
ligence platform that provides 
buyers, supplies and logistics 
companies with means to find 
each other. “Basically, it’s a 
Google for the import/export 

Jessica Piecewicz  and her 
sister spent a week touring 
San Francisco, where they 
connected with Mary Baucom 
and Karly Bolger for dinner 
and drinks. “As always, it 
was great catching up and 
spending time with other SLU 
alums!”Mary shared.

mailto:khmcdu11@stlawu.edu
mailto:brittm31@aol.com
mailto:stephanie.eldon@gmail.com


66 67

class notes
st. lawrence university magazine  |  Fall 2015

▼ Class of 1952 
trustee emeritus Lloyd Bedford Cox Jr. died on May 2, 2015, in Redding, Conn. He was 85. A business 
administration major, he was a member of Beta Theta Pi, the Laurentian Singers, various musical 
ensembles, the Outing Club and KSLU, among many campus activities. After graduation, he entered the 
insurance industry, retiring as president of Lloyd Bedford Cox, Inc., a third-generation insurance brokerage 
firm in Bedford Hills, N.Y. He served his native region as president of the Bedford Historical Society and a 
trustee of the John Jay Homestead in nearby Katonah, N.Y., and his alma mater as president and treasurer 
of the Alumni Executive Council, member of numerous committees for fundraising and admissions, and 
a career adviser. He received an Alumni Citation in 1978 for his dedication and service to both. First 
elected to the Board of Trustees in 1994, he was named a trustee emeritus in 2000. 
         
    “Warm, kind, and caring are ways all Laurentians remember Lloyd and his wife, Eleanor Jeffers Cox, 

who joined Lloyd on the Parents Committee when their children, Betsy Cox Murphy ’82 and Jeff ’87, attended St. Lawrence,”said 
President William L. Fox ’75 in a campus announcement. “They established the Lloyd B. and Eleanor J. Cox Scholarship Endow-
ment Fund, and also gave generously to the arts and athletics programs.“Lloyd Cox is also survived by a third son, Lloyd III, his 
grandchildren and a large extended family. Memorial gifts may be made to the Lloyd B. and Eleanor J. Cox Endowed Scholarship, 
St. Lawrence University, Canton, NY 13617. 

▼ Class of 1971 
Trustee Emerita Janet K. Langlois died on May 9, 2015. A dedicated Laurentian from her student days, 
she was a mathematics major and a member of Pi Beta Phi sorority, Mortar Board/ODK and Phi Beta Kappa. 
After graduation, she joined Manufacturers Hanover Trust, rising within five years to become the youngest 
woman vice president in the history of the bank. Simultaneously, she earned her MBA at NYU. 
She later became chief financial officer at Adams & Rinehart and then at its parent firm, Ogilvy & Mather 
Public Relations Group. She retired from finance in 1990, later becoming executive director of Elder 
Craftsmen, which engages seniors in life through crafts, community service and the arts. She herself 
was a textile artist.

 “Janet Langlois always said ’yes’ to St. Lawrence volunteer opportunities,” said President William L. Fox ’75 
in a campus announcement. She was engaged in career advising, fund-raising and admissions; as a member 

of the Alumni Council; and as a trustee for 18 years before being elected to emerita status in 2011. “I especially remember her 
untiring advocacy for students in the North Country,”President Fox continued. In 1995, the Massena, New York, native created the 
Dutton/Illick Scholarship to benefit North Country women students. She was a generous donor to several scholarship funds, to 
career planning internship programs, and to research and fellowship opportunities, becoming a lifelong mentor for the students 
she assisted. The career planning director’s office in Sullivan Student Center bears her name, “because of her commitment to 
career planning as an important component of a liberal arts education,”according to a plaque in that space.

▼ Class of 1942
Natalie A. Corkin died March 29, 2015, at her home in 
Wallingford, Conn. She majored in psychology and was a sister of 
Kappa Kappa Gamma. She is remembered by her cousins 
and goddaughter. She was preceded in death by her brother 
Frank R. Corkin Jr. ’37. 

▼ Class of 1947 
H. Patricia Black Forbes died at her home in Plymouth, Mich., 
June 5, 2015. She was a member of Delta Delta Delta and 
received a B.A. in history. She is survived by her husband, Class 
Reporter Guilford W. “Chip”Forbes ’47, and son, Peter W. Forbes 
’77. She enjoyed tennis and spending summers in Connecticut 
with her family. 

▼ Class of 1948 
Edward W. “Bud”Crutchley of Redmond, Ore., died June 27, 
2015. After serving as fighter pilot in the Eighth Air Force in Eng-
land during World War II, he married Jean Black Crutchley ’47, 
who preceded him in death by eight months. At St. Lawrence, 
Bud was a member of Alpha Tau Omega, the hockey and football 
teams, and the L Club. He made the Dean’s List and majored in 
business administration. He worked at G.E. and General Precision 
Inc. in their accounting departments and continued to play and 
coach hockey. He was also preceded in death by a son, 
Marc E. Crutchley ’73. 

▼ Class of 1949 
James M. Glynn of Juno Beach, Fla., died June 28, 2015. A physi-
cian who specialized in obstetrics and gynecology, he majored 
in biology and participated in the V12 Navy program at St. Law-
rence. He is remembered by his wife and three children.

Frederick S. Wilder of Canton, N.Y., and Sun City West, Ariz., 
died June 21, 2015. Before attending St. Lawrence, he volun-
teered for the Army’s Specialized Training Program (ASTP) at 
Syracuse University. He was put into active duty in 1944 and sent 
to England and later France, where he was wounded. He was 
awarded the Purple Heart, the Bronze Star, the Combat Infantry 
Badge and the European Theater Ribbon. In 1946, he enrolled 
at St. Lawrence, majoring in mathematics and joining Phi Sigma 
Kappa. After retiring from the insurance industry, he spent more 
time golfing, deer hunting in the Adirondacks, and playing bridge 
with family and friends. He was dedicated to his community and 
his family. His survivors include granddaughter Carrie G. Wilder 
’15, brother Harold W. Wilder ’50 and great-niece Julia Palmateer 
Wall ’07. His niece Nancy Wilder Palmateer ’76 died July 16, 2015.

▼ Class of 1950, M’55 
William C. Phelon Jr., longtime resident of Hauppauge, N.Y., died 
December 24, 2014. He joined the U.S. Army Air Corps in 1943, 
serving as the radio operator and gunner on a B-17. He participat-
ed in Eighth Air Force humanitarian food missions for the relief 
of 3.5 million starving Dutch civilians in occupied Holland. His 
service was recognized with the Air Medal and three campaign 
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medals and in The Congressional Record of the 114th Congress 
on May 8, 2015, the 70th anniversary of Victory in Europe Day. 
Bill received his bachelor’s degree in mathematics and his M.Ed. 
at SLU, and taught math for 25 years. He worked in the aircraft 
electronics industry for five years before and 10 years after teach-
ing. Together with his wife of 51 years, he enjoyed driving long 
distances to visit family and tour historic homes that inspired the 
design and building of their vacation house. His survivors include 
two daughters, a son and their families. 

▼ Class of 1952 
Melvin W. Yost of Jacksonville, Fla., died May 11, 2015. He earned 
his master’s degree from New York State College for Teachers to 
teach social studies, enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1954 and served 
16 months in Korea. He was honorably discharged in 1956 and 
married Winifred Trautmann Yost ’55, who died in 1997. They 
moved to Jacksonville in 1961 and he retired in 1995 after a career 
at Blue Cross Blue Shield of Florida. He enjoyed singing in differ-
ent choirs in his community and playing tennis. He is survived by 
four sons and seven grandchildren.

▼ Class of 1953 
Mary Jean Scott Silk of Johannesburg, South 
Africa, died June 30, 2015. A pioneer in many 
rgards, she received a B.S. in mathematics 
from St. Lawrence and a Ph.D. in nuclear 
physics from Johns Hopkins University in 
1958. After meeting her husband at the 
Atomic Energy Research Establishment in 

Harwell, England, she moved to South Africa, lecturing at the Uni-
versity of the Witwatersrand and becoming the principal medical 
physicist for the Hillbrow and, later, Johannesburg Hospitals. In 
2014, she received the highest honor accorded to laity in the 
Anglican Church of Southern Africa, in whose life she was deeply 
engaged. She received a Diploma of Theology with distinction in 
1991.

▼ Class of 1954 
Nancy Des Reis Mager Cannon died July 3, 2015, in Malta, N.Y. 
Nancy taught middle school biology at Canton Central School. 
She enjoyed golf and was a talented watercolor artist and active 
member of her church community, singing in the choir. At St. 
Lawrence, she was involved with Pi Beta Phi sorority, Panhel-
lenic Council, fencing club, KSLU, the Laurentian Singers, and 
Mummers. She was preceded in death by her husbands Albert 
H. Mager ’53 in 1979 and St. Lawrence’s retired Director of Public 
Relations Thurlow O. Cannon. Those remembering her include 
her brother Richard W. Des Reis ’63; son Andrew J. Mager ’87; 
and stepchildren Stevenson V. Cannon ’76 and Melinda Cannon 
Alcott ’75, along with Melinda’s husband, Richard C. Alcott ’75, 
and their son Jordan C. Alcott ’09.

▼ Class of 1960 
Matthew S. Forelli died May 9, 2015, in Key Largo, Fla., where he 
had spent every winter since 1993. As a student at St. Lawrence, 
he was a member of Alpha Tau Omega and received a B.A. in 
English. He joined his father’s company, Precison Gear Inc., later 
to become president and chairman. He loved freshwater and salt-
water fishing, hunting and playing golf. Matt’s survivors include 
his sons M. Briggs Forelli ’86 and Peter S. Forelli ’89, grandson 
Matthew B. Forelli ’18, and brother-in-law J. Arthur “Archie”
Urciuoli ’59.

Joan Hubbell Rumpel of Hays, Kan., died May 12, 2015. She stud-
ied chemistry at St. Lawrence and was one of only three women, 
out of a class of 50, who were selected for a graduate assistant-
ship in chemistry at the University of Kansas. She earned an MBA 
from Fort Hays State University in 1977 and joined the depart-
ment of economics, finance, and accounting, where she became 
an assistant professor, teaching accounting for 34 years. She was 
a substitute church organist and prolific needle worker, knitter 
and quilter who enjoyed travelling to visit family, historic sites and 
wildlife parks. Remembering her are her husband of 53 years, a 
son, daughter, son-in-law, and two grandchildren

▼ Class of 1963 
Ian B. Berger died June 6, 2015, in Corpus Christi, Texas. He 
majored in biology at St. Lawrence and was active with Sigma Pi 
fraternity, Amnesty International, the cross country team, Mum-
mers, ROTC and The Laurentian magazine.

▼ Class of 1964 
William H. Ebert Jr. of Sedona, Ariz., died May 14, 2015. He 
majored in religious studies, played soccer and was a member 
of ROTC. He was married to Sherry Gage Chappelle ’64 for 20 
years. Bill is survived by his wife, sister, three children and 
two grandchildren. 

▼ Class of 1966 
Verner M. Ingram Jr. died June 8, 2015, in Potsdam, N.Y. Vern was 
a part of the brass ensemble that played at the New York World’s 
Fair as well as the Pep Band and KSLU. He continued his love of 
music in the community, recognizable playing a bright red trum-
pet in the Norwood Brass Firemen. After he majored in English at 
St. Lawrence and graduated from Cornell University Law School 
in 1969, he began practicing law in 1970. He was a passionate 
photographer and made it into a side business. He is survived by 
a daughter, two sons, and four grandsons.

▼ Class of 1972 
W. Ward Mack of Tucson, Ariz., died December 23, 2014. He 
played soccer and was a member of the L Club and Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon. After graduation with a degree in government, Ward’s 
passion for skiing and mountain biking took him to Vail, where 
he lived for more than 30 years. He was well known as the 
general manager of several of Vail’s top restaurants, including 
the critically acclaimed La Tour.

▼ Class of 1976 
University of Vermont Professor of Radiology Kenneth E. 
Najarian died June 17, 2015, in Ferrisburg, Vermont. He gradu-
ated as a member of Phi Beta Kappa and Omicron Delta Kappa 
with honors in chemistry. He also pledged Phi Sigma Kappa. He 
graduated from the University of Vermont Medical School and 
completed his medical internship at St. Luke’s Hospital in Denver 
and his residency in diagnostic radiology at the Medical Center 
Hospital of Vermont. He was passionate about cycling, drumming 
and kiteboarding. Remembering him are his wife and two children.

Nancy Wilder Palmateer of Canton, N.Y., died July 16, 2015, in 
Tupper Lake, N.Y. Those remembering her include her father, 
Harold W. Wilder ’50, and daughter, Julia Palmateer Wall ’07. Her 
uncle Frederick S. Wilder ’49 preceded her in death on June 21, 
2015. At St. Lawrence, Nancy majored in fine arts with honors and 
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in library sciences at SUNY Albany, she shared her love of reading 
and pursuit of knowledge with students at Canton Central School 
for over 20 years as the library media specialist. An avid artist 
and creator, she enjoyed painting, woodworking, knitting and 
baking. She also loved to be at the family camp in Tupper Lake. 

▼ Class of 1979 
Leslie Cannon Brown of Ellicottville, N.Y., died June 25, 2015. 
She was a government major and became president and CEO of 
Cannon Legal Support Inc. She is survived by her husband of 18 
years, a sister, brother, and two stepchildren.

We have also learned of the deaths of these Laurentians; memorial 
notices may appear in future issues:

Class of 1939 eleanor hutchins Parsons, July 4, 2015
Class of 1942 John P. Riccio, May 8, 2015
Class of 1946 Virginia Bailey Bingham, April 19, 2015
Class of 1947 audrey Peck harris-hillard, May 1, 2015
Class of 1949 sofia Duda Ratto, March 7, 2015
Class of 1949 James Francis Mcgovern, June 15, 2015
Class of 1950 Carolyn Reamon McMahon, July 7, 2015
Class of 1950M gerald P. normile, June 10, 2015
Class of 1950 William M. Wolf, April 25, 2015

Class of 1950n adrienne gessner Furman, June 22, 2015
Class of 1952M alice Burns Cheney, May 20, 2015
Class of 1952M samuel C. Jones, May 2, 2014
Class of 1953 Frederick C. Loveless, May 7, 2015
Class of 1953 Charles R. hunter, May 18, 2015
Class of 1954 stephen J. King, May 29, 2015
Class of 1955M Robert e. herst, June 4, 2015
Class of 1955M ernest W. seifried, May 12, 2015
Class of 1956 Laurence e. tween, May 21, 2015
Class of 1961 Jon W. Wolfe, May 28, 2015
Class of 1965 Dennis M. Davis, Feb. 15, 2015
Class of 1965 Dale a. harper, June 20, 2015
Class of 1974 steven J. alteri, Feb. 15, 2015
Class of 1980 angus n. McDonald, Jan. 6, 2015
Class of 1984M Constance Moore nelson, May 28, 2015

faCulty and staff
Madeline Zimmer died on February 24, 2015, in Greenville, Texas. 
“Mandy”retired from her position as executive secretary to 
the vice president of administration in 1988, after serving 
St. Lawrence for 27 years.  

Wallace LaPointe died on June 26, 2015, in Canton. He retired 
from St. Lawrence in 1988 after working for 23 years in Dining 
Services and at Brewer Bookstore.

Donald McKenna served in the United States Navy before begin-
ning his career in welding, joining St. Lawrence University in 1962 
in skilled trades. He retired as lead plumber in 1992 and died on 
July 5, 2015. His colleague, plumber John Hurst, died in Alabama 
on July 18.

sharing the news of a death  We will publish in “In Memory” detailed memorial notices of the passing of Laurentians 
if we receive the information from a family member or friend in the form of a previously published notice (typically from 
a newspaper). Please send such notices to Shayla Snyder Witherell ’11, Advancement Services, St. Lawrence University, 
Canton, N.Y. 13617 or switherell@stlawu.edu. We will provide the name and, if available, date of death of others of whose 
passing we learn, and the complete list of recent deaths can be found on the University’s website at alumni.stlawu.edu.

’In Memory’ is complied by Shayla Snyder Witherell ’11, switherell@stlawu.edu.

archives
FroM the

i
n days gone by, before the bookstore was called  
Brewer and sold not much other than books, there was  
a small retail operation in a corner of Sykes Residence.  
We don’t know when this picture was taken or who’s  
in it (anyone who can help with that is encouraged to  
educate the editor at nburdick@stlawu.edu), but we’re  

interested in how merchandise has changed over the years.  
Candy bars? Still easily acquired, although not for the nickel 
or dime these Baby Ruths and Bit-O-Honeys probably went  
for. But all those tobacco products? Not so much. n

The designation “n”with class numerals indicates that the 
individual did not graduate from St. Lawrence.  The designation
“M”with class numerals indicates that the individual earned 
a master’s degree from St. Lawrence  in the year given.
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Classes Celebrating Milestones                
  15th – 2000, 2001, 2002; 25th – 1990, 1991, 1992;

     35th – 1980, 1981, 1982; 40th – 1976; 

      50th – 1966; 55th – 1961; 65th – 1951; 

         70th – 1946; 75th – 1941

                    Special Affinity Reunions
                        Laurentian Singers 70th Anniversary
                                      Gender and Sexuality Studies

                                            Program 30th Anniversary

                     

econnect with old friends, see today’s campus 
and enjoy a variety of special Reunion activities: 

day trips, seminars, special receptions, dinners,  
concerts and more! http://alumni.stlawu.edu/reunion

June 2-5, 2016
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