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as revisions in content and “norming” 
occurred periodically, leave the issue in 
doubt. Further, the increasingly fragile 
trustworthiness of the ordeal, a moment 
punctuated by the unforgettable punch-
line, “stop, put your pencils down,”  
has a major secondary deficit. Testing is 
not a public service. It is, instead, a big, 
lucrative business with all the entangled 
self-interest of maximizing profits.  
Standardized testing may have once been 
inspired by altruism, but that founding 
inspiration has become a fig-leaf of  
idealism covering huge market returns.

I am asked often about national  
standardized testing or, more pointedly,  
why St. Lawrence makes optional the 
submission of test scores for those applying 
(more than 60 percent, however, will 
send us their results). My caution about 
one-size-fits-all, multiple-choice testing is 
long-standing, partly personal, but is also  
informed by the scholarship of learning, 
much of it in the field of cognitive studies, 
drawing from the work of behavioral 
psychologists and neuroscientists.

The personal moment returning to me 
now is the first conversation I had with 
the department chair of the small Ph.D. 
program I had just entered about 35-years 
ago. There were only a few of us admitted 
that year, though no one, especially me, 
was made to feel very special, for the  
simple reason that one of our number had 
a perfect score on the Graduate Record 
Exam (the GRE is the graduate school 
equivalent to the SAT). 

Our fellow student was extolled in  
the highest by the department chair as the 
sole bright star in the class, perhaps the 
only one who had the ability to handle 
the work load of a long-haul course of 
study. Because of the “advance proof” of 
his test scores, which had completely  
enamored our program leader, we were 
individually told that keeping up with 

 Every blue book i filled  
to pass my college and  
graduate school courses was 
done with the same five- 
dollar Parker fountain pen.  
I still write with a fountain 

pen, but happily my days of sitting for  
exams are left to distant memory and  
anxiety dreams. No one likes taking tests. 
All of mine, even in science and math, 
required ink on the page of the common-
place blue book. Many who teach  
sometimes wonder about the necessity  
of exams, as grading is usually the least 
favorite part of the job. And yet, the  
purpose of testing is not going away; and 
its value as an instrument of education 
ought to remain self-evident, up to  
a point.

Long after one’s last college final, there 
will be tests for professional certification, 
tests that are called job interviews,  
tests that grant licenses to practice, and 
tests to achieve national citizenship.  
Perhaps the best known of all tests in life 
are those that are (or once were) required 
for admission to American colleges— 
specifically, the SAT and ACT. These  
entrance exams were designed with  
confident claims of scientific precision 
that could accurately assess the academic 
qualifications, readiness, and future 
promise of college applicants, doing so 
under the reasonable desire to establish a 
common standard of fairness for all.  
It turns out, generally, that the predictive 
assumptions are not perfectly reliable, 
given that scores correlate strongly with 
family background, bend advantage to 
those who can afford prep coaching, and 
cannot objectively measure individual 
circumstances, such as personal ambition.

Over the years, the form of standardized 
tests, particularly for college admissions, 
has been tested for precision and fairness. 
And the results of that scrutiny, even  

The Subtle Mind 
A Word From the    President

It turns out, generally,  

that the predictive assumptions 

are not perfectly reliable,  

given that scores correlate strongly 

with family background,  

bend advantage to those who 

can afford prep coaching, and 

cannot objectively measure  

individual circumstances, such 

as personal ambition.
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windows so the most natural light  
may enter the interior spaces. The test 
for that kind of integrative, complex, 
multi-dimensional, and creative thinking 
has not yet been invented in standardized 
terms. It would probably be a mistake 
to score it anyway.

Howard Gardner, more recently,  
and after decades of extensive research 
at Harvard on how the mind works and 
how human beings possess a diversity 
of cognitive strengths, commented  
that “most standardized measures of 
learning are of little use.” Gardner 
would easily recognize “the subtle mind” 
as a base assumption for his theory  
of multiple intelligences, an influential 
theory he developed in the 1980s.  
In other words, there are many ways to 
be smart, or even to be intelligent  
with subtlety, in differentiating propor-
tions that include logic, language,  
spatial awareness, music, coordination 
of the body, personal sensibility, and 
social genius. 

The future will need a variety of 
minds—some geared toward an intense 
discipline, some capacious enough  
to synthesize a narrative from many 
storylines, some inventive enough to be 
unencumbered by precedent, some  
inclined toward the respect of human 
differentness, and some that can  
conceptualize and articulate a system  
of ethical values. 

A liberal arts college is the surest home 
of the subtle mind. Above its door  
are the words: “You are not your SAT 
score.” It is furnished with qualities 
that ultimately cannot be tested or 
measured, but, in its formative nuances, 
creates the lifelong habit of skillful 
good thinking. To me, it has always 
been a familiar pattern, for my hand 
gripping a fountain pen seems forever 
scribbling in a blue book. n   —WLF

St. Lawrence University does not discriminate 
against students, faculty, staff or other beneficiaries 
on the basis of race, color, gender, religion, age, 
disability, marital status, sexual orientation, or 
national or ethnic origin in admission to, or access 
to, or treatment, or employment in its programs 
and activities. AA/EEO. For further information, 
contact the University’s Age Act, Title IX and 
Section 504 coordinator, 315-229-5656. 
A complete policy listing is available at  
www.stlawu.edu/policies.

Published by St. Lawrence University four times 
yearly: January, April, July and October. Periodical 
postage is paid at Canton, NewYork 13617 and at 
additional mailing offices. (ISSN 0745-3582) Printed 
in U.S.A. All opinions expressed in signed articles are 
those of the author and do not necessarily reflect 
those of the editors and/or St. Lawrence University. 
Editorial offices: Office of University Communications, 
St. Lawrence University, 23 Romoda Drive, Canton, 
NY 13617, phone 315-229-5585, fax 315-229-7422, 
e-mai l  ddudley@st lawu.edu,  Web s i te  
www.stlawu.edu/magazine

Address changes A change-of-address card to 
Office of Annual Giving and Laurentian Engagement, 
St.Lawrence University, 23 Romoda Drive, Canton, NY 
13617 (315-229-5904, email slualum@stlawu.edu) 
will enable you to receive St.Lawrence and other 
University mail promptly.

The Subtle Mind 
the competition would be extremely 
difficult and that there was no shame in 
dropping out if it all became too much. 
This was the ubiquitous dean’s orientation 
speech scaled down, “look to your left, 
look to your right, one of you won’t  
be here a year from now.” As it turned 
out, every one of us earned our doctoral 
degrees on time, save one. The ace of 
the GRE folded his hand after struggling 
for about ten years.

The Columbia University legend 
Jacques Barzun, well ahead of his time 
more than fifty years ago, sharply  
expressed his objection to the SAT in an 
acid bath of criticism. He had famously 
shown, in parsing one of the exam’s 

questions, that all four choices offered 
were logically plausible right answers, 
not just the one that the examiner had 
in mind. His surgical dissection con-
firmed that each of the multiple-choice 
alternatives were arguably as good  
as the others, making none of them  
absolutely determinative of the student’s 
capacity to think clearly. 

One of Barzun’s former students  
remembered his professor’s supreme  
advocacy of “the subtle mind.” It’s the 
sort of mind that can manage more 
than one idea simultaneously, see a topic 
from several perspectives, keep a cool 
head in the presence of conflicting  
theories, or adapt as needed by using 
both quick and deep thinking. The 
subtle mind seems highly predisposed 
to the liberal arts mental architecture,  
a house plan that calls for shutterless 
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For more letters from our alumni readers, check out the new web edition of the magazine at stlawu.edu/magazine.

Letters
Letter from the Editor 

Dear Readers, 
First, I want to thank my predecessor, Neal Burdick ’72, for 

being so generous with his time and wisdom in orienting  
me to the responsibilities of managing the University magazine. 
I confess that I am in awe of Neal’s 39-year stewardship of  
what has become one of the University’s communications  
beacons. Neal’s love and appreciation for St. Lawrence is also 
contagious, and his advocacy for providing alumni with the 
best reflection of the University is inspiring. 

Fortunately, along with Neal’s insights, we also have collected 
feedback from you, alumni, parents and friends, who rely on 
the magazine to stay informed. Thank you for taking the time to 
respond to the 2016 readership survey. Your insights assist the 
University Communications team in ensuring that the magazine 
remains a relevant and important asset to the Laurentian  
community. (See survey highlights in By the Numbers p. 5)

It is clear that the printed publication is a highly valued resource 
for all constituents and that most readers have little interest  
in transitioning to an exclusively digital format. We agree.  
The University considers the quarterly publication and distribu-
tion of the printed magazine to be the primary format, and it 
will remain so for the foreseeable future. The online content is  
developed only to complement to the printed version, and as a 
way for readers to share featured content beyond the St. Lawrence 
community. It also allows us to expand the University’s online 
profile with multiple audiences. We encourage you to share  
the St. Lawrence story far and wide.

We will continue to digest the extensive comments collected in 
the readership survey to assist us in defining the next generation 
of the magazine and want to thank you again for your insights. 
As editor, I am excited to explore the numerous facets and  
personalities of this vibrant community while researching and 
relishing in the rich history and traditions of St. Lawrence  
University. I invite you to contact me with any ideas, questions 
or feedback you have moving forward as, together, we navigate 
the next 39 years of St. Lawrence.

Yours humbly,
Deborah Dudley

Editor

Letter to the Editor  |  The Bloomer Years Revisited

“The Bloomer Years” written by P. Jay Fleisher ’61 (Spring 2016) 
was for the most part an accurate and respectful tribute to our 
dad. Upon our initial reading, we both saw a couple phrases 
that were surprising and, to our knowledge, did not represent 
Dad’s or the University’s position regarding women in geology. 
We thought that people who really knew the Roc Doc would 
disregard them, however the response from Ms. Norma Grabon 
Norland ’60 in the Summer 2016 issue proved us wrong.  
Dad was certainly not “avoided by women” nor did he “bar 
women from taking or majoring in geology.” Based on the article 
as written we can certainly understand Ms. Grabon Norland’s 
response. Allow us to clarify. 

Dad was raised and educated in the South. He behaved as a 
true stereotypical “southern gentleman.” He held women in the 
highest regard. He was respectful and possibly, at times, a bit 
overprotective. His entry level geology class had numerous female 
students. On the first day of class, he would give all students  
his home telephone number and invite them to call if they 
needed a ride or assistance of any kind—no questions asked. 

To our knowledge, he never discouraged anyone from majoring 
in geology. In fact, during our time, there were women as majors 
and minors in geology/geography. When female students expressed 
an interest in geology as a major, Dad would take the time to 
meet and respectfully explain that there may be hardships in 
doing field work, taking extended field trips and perhaps working 
in a male dominated field. 

I am sure if one takes the time to review class registration 
during the 25 “Bloomer Years” at St. Lawrence, they will find a 
number of women taking geology and even committing to it as 
a major. (University records confirm female majors in geology 
during Dr. Bloomer’s tenure.) In November 1963, Look magazine 
did a feature article on the “Roc Doc,” written by a woman  
and featuring several pictures of coeds studying geology. A quote 
from the article read “geology is a man’s world, but nearly half 
of Bloomer’s students are girls.” 

Dad would be horrified and hurt if his legacy at St. Lawrence 
included the sense that women avoided him and that he barred 
women from majoring in a field that he devoted his life to.  
We know it is difficult to “unring” the bell, but we hope this 
message sets the record straight. 

Respectfully,
Al Bloomer ’64

Dan Bloomer ’71

91420_SLU_MagazineFall2016_CC2015.indd   4 9/16/16   10:34 AM

http://stlawu.edu/magazine
creo




5

ST. LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY MAGAZINE  |  FALL 2016

T
hank you to all of the participants who took time to  
respond to St. Lawrence magazine’s spring readership 
survey. A total of 23,291 readers were queried and  
we received 1,935 responses (8 percent response rate).

BY THE NUMBERS Survey Says! 

TRAFFIC REPORT:  
St. Lawrence University Online

University websites and social media 

platforms are the air traffic control  

of communications in the 21st century. 

Here is the 2015-16 traffic report  

by the numbers.

JULY 1, 2015-JUNE 30, 2016
www.stlawu.edu

TOTAL VISITORS

1,821,379
NEW VISITORS

618,775 
(34% of all traffic)

TOTAL PAGE VIEWS

5,486,812

INSTAGRAM
@stlawrenceu
1,900 New Followers

@herewegosaints
1,500 New Followers

TWITTER
2,112,398 Organic Impressions
126,220 Total Engagements
12,706 Link Clicks

FACEBOOK 
12,441,459 Impressions
132,868 Post Engagements
68,873 Link Clicks

PATH TO 
SITE

Search 
59%

Social 
Media 

7.2%

Direct 
URL
21%

Referral 
12.8%

Topics of highest interest to all readers:

Across constituencies, the magazine serves  

as “the” primary source of information about 

St. Lawrence, followed second by emails  

from the University. Sixty-two percent get all 

of most of their SLU information from the 

magazine.

Readers rated the magazine 
quality at 4.5 out of 5 for the  

COVER,  
PHOTOGRAPHY,  
EASE OF READING,  

CONTENT,  
LAYOUT AND DESIGN  

and WRITING. 

1 Class notes

3 Campus facilities and growth

4 Institutional history  
and traditions

5 Athletics

6 Campus controversies

7 Student achievements

8 Alumni in their profession

9 Student research/ 
academic experiences

2 Obituaries

77% of readers spend between 10 

minutes to an hour with the magazine. 

Across all  

constituencies,  

St. Lawrence has 

also a relatively 

long shelf life 

with 78% keeping 

each issue a 

month or longer.

Three-fourths of  

alumni and parents  

read every issue 

of St. Lawrence.

prefer to read the magazine in print. 

Three percent prefer it online and  

14 percent like both.

#1

47.2%
up to  

1 hour

29.8%
10 to 29 
minutes

83%3
4
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ON CAMPUS

“This is something so awful  

that has happened, and my heart goes out  

to all of the families involved.  

The community has been strong and sticking 

together during these hard times,  

and I feel like no one should get isolated  

based on belief, identity, or color.  

This is a time when we all need to  

come together as a whole, as a Laurentian, 

a family, and support each other.”

A LAURENTIAN

Candlelight Vigil  

Remembers Orlando  

Victims

On June 15, 2016, St. Lawrence 

University held a candlelight 

vigil in Gunnison Memorial 

Chapel to honor and remember 

the victims who were killed  

in the Orlando shooting on 

June 12. 

The names of the 50 people 

killed in the shooting at an  

Orlando nightclub were read 

aloud during the service.  

Several local media provided 

coverage of the vigil, including 

North Country Public Radio, 

WWNY-TV, the Watertown 

Daily Times and Time Warner 

Cable News.

Vigil for Victims of  

Violence in Baton Rouge,  

St. Paul and Dallas

On Saturday, July 9, 2016,  

St. Lawrence opened the  

campus once again to invite 

the community to share  

the sorrow, pain, anger and 

confusion stemming from  

the loss of life in Baton 

Rouge, St. Paul and Dallas. 

No! Stop! Enough! was  

the call out to the community 

to come together in what  

St. Lawrence University 

Chaplain Kathleen Buckley 

described as “thought, 

prayer, broken-heartedness 

and tears.”

Celebrating 70 Years

The Laurentian Singers 

celebrated their 70th 

anniversary this year 

with a special gathering 

and concert during the 

2016 Reunion Weekend, 

June 2-5. 

Campus Vigils Provide A Space For Community To Come Together
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BY DEBORAH DUDLEY

 St. Lawrence University  
celebrated the 30th anni-
versary of the gender and 
sexuality studies minor by 
welcoming back program 
alumni during Reunion 
Weekend 2016. The events 
included a seminar and a 

reception that recognized Professor and 
Coordinator of Gender and Sexuality 
Studies Danielle Egan and University 
Chaplain Kathleen Buckley for receiving 
the New York State Commissioners Award 
on World AIDS Day for their work on 
the SAFE (Saints Activists for Equity) 
Project over the past two years. 

The program got its start in the early 
1980s, when a diverse cross section  
of faculty began conversations about a 
possible new area of study addressing 
gender-based question of social justice. 
That campus dialog and debate coalesced 
into a committee organized by then  
Associate Dean for Faculty Brenda Murphy. 
Eve Stoddard, Charles A. Dana professor 
of global studies, was among the original 
committee members charged with  
developing the gender studies minor.

“We wanted to do it because it was  
redressing a lack in the curriculum,” 
Stoddard says. She worked with an array 
of faculty on the original proposal for  
the minor along with input from many 
including recently retired Piskor Professor 
of English Peter Bailey, Professor Emeriti 
Don Makosky, and Professor of Govern-
ment Val Lehr, who was also the first  
official hire and coordinator of the gender 
studies program in 1988.

Naming the program “gender studies” 
when other universities had been develop-
ing women’s studies programs, some  
believe, may have been the result of a 
somewhat contentious and cautious campus 
climate at the time. However, the program 

name, with the addition of “sexuality” 
under the leadership of Egan, proved to 
be ahead of the curve. 

“It was this odd dynamic of having some 
campus opposition to it, which meant 
that we ended up creating an interesting 
program that was ahead of its time. It has 
an odd origin that has proved to be very 
interesting,” Lehr says.

The program aims to help students  
recognize how gender is interrelated with 
other social hierarchies such as race,  
ethnicity, class and sexuality and gain a 
critical understanding of the impact  
of gender and sexualities in society as well 
as in their own lives.

Judith DeGroat, associate professor  
of history, arrived at St. Lawrence a few 
years after the program was founded, 
served as program coordinator from 
1999 to 2004 and then participated on 
the advisory board until 2012.  She  
remembers the immediate supportive and 
collaborative way of working together 

that has lasted throughout the program’s 
30-year history. 

“I think it’s relevant in so many ways,” 
DeGroat says. “Gender studies gives stu-
dents a vocabulary and a way of thinking 
about the issues that they are confronting. 
People can say, ‘yes I support marriage 
equality for everyone, I support people’s 
desire for sexual expression’ but how to 

talk about it and think about it—at a 
time that these issues have re-emerged as 
contentious issues that get used as wedge 
issues—is important.”

Lehr also frames the impact by saying, 
“All fields of study are influenced by things 
that are not purely objective. And I think 
one of the things that programs like wom-
en’s studies and gender studies have done 
is challenged some of those epistemological 
assumptions. Gender studies encourages 
people to ask more, ‘how does who you 
are influence how you see the world, the 
kinds of questions you ask, the kinds of 
approaches you bring to what you ask.’” n

Gender and Sexuality Studies 
Celebrates 30 Years

“It was this odd dynamic  
of having some campus opposition to it,  

which meant that we ended up  

creating an interesting program  

that was ahead of its time.  
It has an odd origin that has proved  

to be very interesting.”
PROFESSOR OF GOVERNMENT VAL LEHR
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ON CAMPUS

REUSE, RECYCLE, RUMMAGE

Stanzin Disket ’18 was one of many students 

who took advantage of this year’s SLU 

ReUse—a rummage sale giving students the 

chance to stock up on gently used items  

for their rooms and suites at rock-bottom 

prices. Proceeds from the sale went to help 

fund the Barn Good Thrift Store on campus, 

which is open throughout the year. 
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ON CAMPUS

NICK PENNIMAN ’92 CO-AUTHORS 

BOOK TACKLING BIG MONEY AND 

CORRUPTION IN U.S. POLITICS 

BY ALAN DRAPER, PROFESSOR OF GOVERNMENT

Nation On the Take: How Big Money  
Corrupts Our Democracy by Wendell Potter 
and Nick Penniman is written with verve 
and passion. It aims for the heart and the 
head. Potter and Penniman lament that our 
“240-year-old project of self-government 
has been derailed, replaced by a coin- 
operated system that mainly favors those 
who can pay to play (p. ix).” They argue 
that Big Oil, Big Food, Big Banks, Big 
Pharma, Big Business and the Big Money 
they wield have led to oligarchy, crony 
capitalism and bad policies. The promise 
of American democracy, they warn, is in 
danger of being betrayed by dark money 
and what George Washington Plunkitt of 
Tammany Hall fame called “honest graft,” 
the normal, legal practice of influence- 
peddling. Our politics has become corrupt 
and dysfunctional. A more appropriate 
title that captures the sense of foreboding 
and forewarning the authors want to 
convey should have been “It’s Even Worse 

Than it Looks”—only that was already 
used by another book to warn and alert 
the public how corrupt and dysfunctional 
Congress has become!

According to Potter and Penniman, 
American democracy threatens to be the 
victim of a death spiral in which social and 
political inequality reinforce each other. 
Wealthy corporations use their resources 
to buy political influence to gain favorable 
tax treatment, ward off competitors, bilk 
consumers, and exploit workers to increase 
their bottom line. Political equality has 
been trumped by social inequality. 

Potter and Penniman follow a long line 
of muckraking, Washington Beltway  
insiders in pursuing the money trail in two 
parts: describing how the funding and 
expense of elections threatens American 
democracy; and discussing lobbying in 
which corporations invest even more money 
than they do on elections because the  
returns are bigger. Potter and Penniman 
really put their skills as former journalists 
on display here. They lift up rocks to  
uncover the worms underneath. Some of 
their vignettes, such as the effort to restore 
the tomato paste loophole so that school 
lunch pizzas would count as a vegetable 
or when President Clinton interrupted his 
pas de deux with a certain White House 
intern to take a call from a sugar industry 
executive will make readers smile. But the 
joke is on us.

Readers will have to decide if the authors 
are guilty of overselling their thesis. For 
example, they lament Wall Street’s efforts 
to neuter Dodd-Frank when the banks’ 
original, preferred position was that there 
be no law at all. That is, democracy  
prevailed, the bill passed, and now the 
banks are playing defense, having to  
retreat from their previous position. While 
Dodd-Frank may not have been as  
aggressive as the authors would have liked, 
a win is still a win.

In the end, the authors challenge 
Americans to be true to their democratic 
heritage and reclaim the government from 
the moneyed interests who have captured 
it. Thanks to the invaluable political  
reconnaissance Potter and Penniman 
provide in Nation on the Take, we are 
better prepared to do so. They remind us 
that although some teams have bigger 
payrolls and more revenues, the game is 
still decided between the lines, on the field, 
where players run, pitch, hit, and field  
according to the same rule book. Outcomes 
are uncertain, democracy is a great 
equalizer, and politics always matters. n

ENGLISH PROFESSOR’S  

NEW BOOK TALKS ABOUT  

LIFE WITHOUT BREAD 

Paul Graham ’99,  
St. Lawrence University 
associate professor of  
English, did not set out 
to write a memoir about 
coming to terms with 
the diagnosis of celiac 
disease. Instead, he wrote 
In Memory of Bread  
(Penguin Random House, 
2016) as a way of con-
necting his own experiences with the 
broader historical and cultural experiences 
with wheat, bread and other gluten- 
containing grains.

For Graham, reprogramming his body 
away from gluten-filled products took a 
real effort. Researching and writing  
the book was perhaps a therapeutic way 
for him to deal with this disease. Luckily, 
he didn’t have to do it alone. “My wife 
gave up bread with me,” he said. “It’s the 
nicest thing anyone has ever done for 
me.” Learn more about the book at  
www.inmemoryofbread.com. n

LAURENTIAN
REVIEWS

91420_SLU_MagazineFall2016_CC2015.indd   10 9/16/16   10:34 AM

http://www.inmemoryofbread.com/


11

ST. LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY MAGAZINE  |  FALL 2016

The National  
Science Foundation 

has awarded two separate 
grants for projects led by 
St. Lawrence University 
faculty. Alexander Stewart, 
associate professor of geology, 
received $39,607 to fund  
student stipends, travel and 
equipment to study how leaf 
waxes may help us understand 
past and future precipitation 
changes. Jon Rosales, associate 
professor of environmental 
studies, and Jessica Chapman, 
associate professor of statistics, 
were awarded $90,366 to study 
local indigenous populations 
in remote Alaskan villages, 
who may have an understand-
ing about climate changes  
in their region based on baby 
named after storms.

Timothy J. Simpson, 
Class of 1980, was 

elected to a six-year 
term on the Board of 
Trustees, beginning on 
July 1. Simpson, an attorney, 
is executive vice president  
of the Covanta Holding 
Company. 

Two St. Lawrence 
University students 

have been selected to 
receive funding for their 
Davis UWC Projects for 
Peace 2016 proposals. 
The Davis United World  
College scholars program  
supports grassroots projects 
implemented over the summer. 
Liqian Ma ’16 of Changsha, 
China, proposed establishing 
a liberal arts education center 
in eastern China. Malakia 
Takane ’18 of Maseru, Lesotho, 
proposed providing water  
for the Mohale’ Hoek villagers, 
southwest of Lesotho. Both 
received $10,000 grants to 
support their projects. 

Claire Silberg ’15 
was awarded a  

Fulbright U.S. Student 
Program grant, allowing 
her to teach in Kenya.  
Silberg, who took part in the 
KSP in Fall of 2013, begins  
her 11-month assignment  
in January 2017.

The Hill News won 
two New York Press  
Association awards in the 
2015 Better Newspaper 
Contest. The Hill News  
received first place in the  
college newspaper category 
for “General Excellence” and 
third place for overall design. 

St. Lawrence  
University was 

named a top-50 college 
on the National Register 
of Historic Places by the 
ranking service Best 
College Reviews. Herring- 
Cole, Richardson Hall and 
the St. Lawrence University- 
Old Campus Historic District 
are all listed separately on  
the National Register. 

stlawu.edu/news

Know
it All.
A roundup of  news from campus.Want more? Find us online:

PENALTY BOX: SUMMER 2016 ISSUE

We would like to apologize to the following alumni for the years we added or subtracted to and from your lives in the Alumni Creativity 

feature. Christopher Lockwood graduated in 2012, not 2008, Danis Collett graduated in 1974, not 1967, and Aguste Garufi graduated 

in 1983, not 1985. You and your work are beautiful at any age! n Our apologies to Justin Brodowski ’06 for not verifying the authenticity 

of the wedding photo submitted to Class Notes by a third party. We have adjusted our intake procedures accordingly. n Peter Morrow 

Meyer was mistakenly referred to as Peter Raycroft-Mayer. Sorry about that Peter.

1

5 6

3

4
2

Claire Silberg ’15 is pictured 

in Kenya with her Hadzabe 

guide and language instructor.

The Hill News Staff
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SPORTS

BY AARON TODD ’00, M ’06

 St. Lawrence’s new head football 
coach is the first person to admit 
he doesn’t sound like a typical 
college football coach.

“I’m a little different,” says Dan  
Puckhaber, revealing a wide gregarious 
smile behind his closely trimmed ginger 
beard. A difference fostered by both  
professional and personal challenges.

Puckhaber’s recruiting philosophy is 
grounded in six years of experience at  
St. Lawrence, the first two as the offensive 
line coach, the last four as the team’s  
offensive coordinator.

“After we went 0-10 (in 2012), we realized 
we had to stop talking about football,” 
says Puckhaber, who insists that everyone 
call him Puck. “With our next recruiting 
class, we only talked about the school 
and academics. We brought in a group of 
players who enter their senior year with  
a 23-8 record over the last three years 

with four potential All-Americans in that 
class alone.”

That change in focus might seem  
counterintuitive, especially after a dismal 
season. But Puckhaber says football 

should only be a small part of his players’ 
St. Lawrence experience. 

“I want football to be the second  
or third thing that they’re looking at in a 

college,” says Puckhaber. “Our players’ 
top priority isn’t 10 Saturdays in the 
 fall. It’s getting a degree and being  
successful for the next 40 years of their 
lives. But the kids who are good at setting 

and reaching important life goals also 
happen to have the personality traits  
that make them good football players,  
as well.”

A CANCER DIAGNOSIS HELPED SOLIDIFY ST. LAWRENCE’S NEW HEAD FOOTBALL COACH’S PRIORITIES

With Proof That He’s Mortal, 
Puck Proves He’s No Fool

“This was the only job  
I applied for in six years;  

this is the only place  

I wanted to be.”
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 On
June 4, 2016, alumni, family and friends gathered to  

dedicate a memorial honoring Ron “Luca” Pelligra’s legacy. 

At the entrance of Leckonby Stadium is St. Lawrence’s 

most recent tribute which stands in the form of a rock  

recovered from base material of Weeks Field during renovations.

Ron “Luca” Pelligra ’76 is considered one of the legendary rocks of the St. 

Lawrence University football and wrestling programs. He earned All-America 

honors in both sports during his time in Canton and was the national wrestling 

heavyweight champion in 1976. It is only fitting that the newest tradition on 

campus invokes the memory of Pelligra through a physical rock.

St. Lawrence football players will pass by this rock on the way to the field  

before the start of each game as well as after the halftime intermission.

“Touching Luca’s Rock will become a powerful ritual for the team and anyone 

else who walks next to it—symbolizing good luck, and honoring a man who clearly 

was a rock in his own unique and legendary way,” said teammate Peter Hewitt ’76.

If Puckhaber’s recruiting philosophy 
differs from most of his fellow college 
football coaches, it’s because his life expe-
riences are different. In 2009, at age 29, 
Puckhaber was diagnosed with multiple 
myeloma. He started chemotherapy  
treatments immediately and had two 
bone marrow transplants. He continued 
maintenance chemotherapy treatments, 
once a month to start, then once every 
three months, for six years. He is no  
longer undergoing treatment, but multiple 
myeloma is a disease that doesn’t really 
go away. He still has to closely monitor 
his health and has his bloodwork checked 
every four months.

When he got the diagnosis, Puckhaber 
had been out of coaching and working in 
pharmaceutical sales for about two years. 
While he was doing well financially,  
he wasn’t happy. After his treatment was 
complete, Mark Raymond, his defensive 
coordinator during his playing days at 
Ithaca College, called to tell him he’d  
accepted the head coaching job at  
St. Lawrence and to ask if he wanted to 
be his offensive line coach.

“I thought about it for about seven  
seconds and then I said ‘Yep, I’m in.’” 
says Puckhaber. 

Six years later, Puckhaber is still laser 
focused on what he wants out of life. Last 
spring, when Raymond told Director of 
Athletics and Recreation Bob Durocher 
he was leaving, Puckhaber was standing 
outside the office door so he could tell 
Durocher immediately that he wanted 
the job.

Despite his success running the  
Saints’ offense and an endorsement from 
Raymond, the job wasn’t handed to 
Puckhaber; a national search was conducted 
and several candidates were brought  
on campus for interviews. In the end, 
Puckhaber was the best candidate because 
he’s not only a great coach, but also  
because he views football and life in general 
through a different lens.

“I know the type of players we have,  
I know the culture of the school, I know 
what Canton is,” says Puckhaber, who 
married women’s hockey alumna Barat 
Wolfe ’04 last fall. “This was the only job 
I applied for in six years; this is the only 
place I wanted to be.” n

Luca’s Rock and Bench Unveiled  
at St. Lawrence Reunion
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SPORTS

In spring 2016, Dean Sponholz  ’18 

led the men’s tennis team to 5-2  

record in Liberty League matches. 

The team returned to campus in  

August to kick off the fall season. 

Sponholz is a math major from  

Glen Rock, New Jersey.
KEEP UP WITH YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS TEAMS!

For schedules, scores, statistics and more, visit saintsathletics.com

CALCULATING  
A BANNER YEAR
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 As a kid who grew up in 
Canton, I spent my  
fair share of Friday and 
Saturday nights in  
Appleton Arena. My  
father bought general 

admission tickets, so we showed up 45 
minutes before the opening faceoff to 
watch the teams warm up and to ensure 
that neither our traditional parking spot on 
Maple Street nor “our seats” were taken.

I loved the games, of course, but there 
were two other things I couldn’t wait  
to do when I went to a game: Devour a 
Pub cookie, and read the game program’s 
“Wally World” column, written by former 
Director of Athletic Media Relations 
Wally Johnson, who retired in May after 
40 years at St. Lawrence.

In my world, Wally was a celebrity.  
Not only did he write an entertaining 
column for the game program, he was on 
the radio broadcast team. In 1988,  
when I was in fourth grade, I listened to 
Wally call the national championship 
game against Lake Superior State, going 
to bed way past my normal bedtime  
with tears in my eyes after the Saints lost 
in overtime. You can imagine how excited 
I was when he informed me that I’d  
been selected as a graduate assistant in his 
department one year after my graduation 
from St. Lawrence in 2001. 

Working with Wally helped me under-
stand why he is so beloved and respected. 
He’s a venerable institution at St. Lawrence 
and in the field of sports information.  
He was inducted into the CoSIDA Hall 
of Fame in 2013 and earned the organi-
zation’s Lifetime Achievement Award in 

2016. So it goes without saying that it’s 
incredibly humbling to be filling his shoes.

A lot has changed in athletic communi-
cations in the 13 years since I left campus. 
We live stream video of every athletic 
contest that we can, within technological 
limitations. We no longer send out press 
releases and box scores to media via  
fax, and we now push out stories directly 
to Saints fans through social media.

But while much has changed, there are 
several constants that remain. Our student- 
athletes still work hard every day to wring 
every last drop out of their experience  
at St. Lawrence, both on and off the 
field. Our coaches still see themselves as 
educators, viewing the playing field  
as an extension of the classroom. And the 
guy occupying the office in Augsbury 102 
still has a beard, loves the Red Sox  
(13 years in New England made me a 
convert), and will do his best to tell  
the Saints’ story.

Since my return to campus in June,  
a lot of people have said, “Oh, you’re the 
new Wally!” One of those people asked if 
I was sick of being asked that yet.

“No,” I said. “I don’t think that will 
ever get old.” n

Aaron Todd ’00, M’06 was named assistant 
athletic director for communications and 
marketing in April. He was a member of 
the cross country and track and field teams 
at St. Lawrence. After completing his GA 
assignment at St. Lawrence, he was the 
sports information director at Bates College 
and Merrimack College and was the  
communications and marketing manager for 
the Brown University Sports Foundation. 

NUMBER OF  
GAMES STREAMED

133
TOTAL STREAM VIEWS

91,855
AVERAGE STREAM VIEWS  

PER CONTEST

690
NUMBER OF TEAMS  

WITH STREAMED CONTESTS

18
(Note: lack of available of high-speed  

Internet connections makes it impossible 
to stream from some athletic venues)

LARGEST VIEWERSHIP

Hockey
49,300

(53.7%OF TOTAL VIEWS)

Facebook: facebook.com/saintsathletics Twitter: twitter.com/SLUsaints

KEEP UP WITH YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS TEAMS!
For schedules, scores, statistics and more, visit saintsathletics.com

Welcoming the 
“New Wally”

BY AARON TODD ’00, M ’06

BY THE
NUMBERS
2015-2016 SEASONS

saintsathletics.com
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THE VIEW FROM ABOVE

SLU students traverse the rocky trail  

of Cascade Mountain looking east 

toward the Macintyre Range and Mount 

Marcy. Each year, Laurentians are 

among the thousands of hikers who 

scale the Adirondack trails during  

Peak Weekend. Photo by James  

Chandler ’15.
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What does it mean to be  
at home? Or to find a home? 
Or perhaps, to have a home 
find us? Can a home be  
created, shared, disrupted, 
lost, restored, temporary or 
permanent, singular or plural? 
Can you take your home  
with you? 

Leaving home to attend  
college is a rite of passage. 
Every August, St. Lawrence 
becomes a temporary  
home to a new coterie of  
students, year after year. 
However, inevitably, graduates 
will leave their Laurentian 
home and begin to redefine 
home again, returning,  
reshaping, finding or being 
found at home. 

Here are just a few stories of 
Laurentians’ journey home.

By Ryan Deuelis where
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the art of

HO
ME

Photo courtesy of "Destiny Man" magazine.
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 I
f there’s one thing Tandazani  
Dhlakama ’11 hasn’t done since leaving 
her temporary home in Canton,  
New York, it’s stand still. 

After graduating from St. Lawrence 
in 2011 with her degree in fine arts 

and government, she returned to her 
Zimbabwean home in Harare and began 
working at the National Gallery of  
Zimbabwe. By 2013, she was named the 
gallery’s curator for education, which  
included oversight of all public program-
ming. One of the first shows she curated 
was titled “Tavatose-Sisonke,” which 
means “We are now together,” and featured 
local schools and colleges, something 
that was usually reserved for private 
schools in Harare.

“We felt that this was in many ways  
excluding children from lower-income 
communities, from participating in school 
exhibitions,” she said. “This exhibition 
was important because it brought together 
rural, urban, lower income, private and 
government schools through art.”

In 2014, Dhlakama co-curated two 
shows at the National Gallery of Zimbabwe. 
The first was titled “Zimbabwe In Design,” 
where Zimbabwean designers showcased 
their work and celebrated various forms 
of locally inspired design. The second, 
“Woman at the Top,” was part of the  
European Union’s “EU Promotes Women’s 
Excellence” campaign, which addressed 
the gender inequity of recognition and 
celebrated 50 female artists to encourage 
local women artists in their careers.

“These shows were important,” she 
said, “because they created conversations 
around gender, representation, institu-
tional responsibility, documenting  
Afrocentric design, collaboration and 
knowledge dissemination.” 

The show earned her and her co-curator 

a National Arts Merit Award nomination.
In 2015, she completed her master’s  

degree in art gallery and museum studies 
from the University of Leeds, an accom-
plishment made possible thanks to  
the Beit Trust, which offered her a full 
scholarship in the United Kingdom.

This past spring, she was one of only 
two candidates selected to complete a  
curatorial training program with the Zeitz 
Museum of Contemporary Art Africa  
in Cape Town, South Africa. And in 
June, she became a member of the global 
Independent Curators International 
(ICI) Network, after attending the  
Curatorial Intensive in Dakar, Senegal. 
Headquartered in New York City, ICI is 
a hub that connects emerging and  
established curators, artists and art spaces, 
to forge international networks and  
generate new forms of collaborations. 

While St. Lawrence provided a strong 
foundation for her career in art, returning 
to her home country of Zimbabwe gave 
Dhlakama the opportunity to support 
art where art has either not been widely 
supported or has been dominated by a 
Euro-centric perspective.

“Every time someone curates an exhibi-
tion, or opens up an art space, they fill  
a gap that enhances the local art scene,”  
she said. “That’s why I feel so committed 
to adding value to the Southern African 
art world.”

Tandazani Dhlakama ’11

“Every time someone 
curates an exhibition,  
or opens up an  
art space, they fill  
a gap that enhances 
the local art scene. 
That’s why I feel so 
committed to adding 
value to the Southern 
African art world.”

HO
ME
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Derrick Robinson ’18 of Cuba, New York, Liam Donnelly ’18 of 

Shelburne, Vermont, George Knudsvig ’18 of Rye, New York, 

and Josiah Henderson ’18 of Brunswick, Maine, visited the 

school library in Nepal in June 2016. Photo courtesy of Josiah 

Henderson.

an education at

HO
ME
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 I
t was after traveling to Nepal during the 
winter break in 2007-08 that Brijlal 
Chaudhari ’10 and Martin Papp ’08  
decided to do something really big. 
What they did would have a huge  
impact on hundreds of school-aged 

children in Chaudhari’s home country of 
Nepal and build a lasting connection 
with their Laurentian home.

“After visiting my village, we realized 
how lucky we were,” Chaudhari wrote in 
an email from Nepal. “We also realized 
that education is what can break all the 
socio-economic barriers.”

When they returned to St. Lawrence for 
the spring semester, the two then-students 
founded a new student group, Literacy 
for Nepal (LFN), with the intent of doing 
two specific things: build a library at an 
underfunded government school in 
Nichuta, Chaudhari’s village, and sponsor 
graduates of the school to further fund 
their education.

In his last year at St. Lawrence, Chaudhari 
submitted a Davis Projects for Peace  
proposal and received a $10,000 award to 
start a new high school in the village  
of Pakaha. With support from LFN 
fundraisers, he was also able to fund a  
library, which Chaudhari said, “has all 
the books they need for their courses.” 
To date, more than 300 students have 
graduated from the school. 

[Liqian Ma ’16 of Changsha, China, and 
Malakia Takane ’18 of Maseru, Lesotho, 
were both recipients of Davis Projects for 
Peace grants. See more on page 9.]

Since then, more than 100 St. Lawrence 
students and alumni have been members 
of Literacy for Nepal. They have volun-
teered, led fundraisers and traveled to Nepal 
to meet the students and to see first-hand 
the results of their efforts in Chaudhari’s 
home country.

And the connection between St.  
Lawrence and Nepal continues. Following 
the devastating earthquake in 2015,  
St. Lawrence students, with assistance 
from Associate Professor and Chair of the 
Department of Music David Henderson, 
held two benefit concerts to help rebuild 
schools and libraries damaged by the quake. 

The fundraisers drew support from a 
number of St. Lawrence students, faculty 
and staff, as well as alumni Lee ’74 and 
Linda Pollock ’75. 

After graduating from St. Lawrence, 
Lee Pollock had gone into the Peace Corps 
and made Nepal his home for three years 
teaching math and science. He then 
spent the next 34 years waiting patiently 
to return.

In 2011, Lee and Linda finally did. 
And, they did it again in 2015, visiting 
the Village of Tuhure Pasal and the 
Chandrawati School, where Lee first taught 
in the Peace Corps in the mid-70s.  
In the four years between their visits,  
the Pollocks helped raise enough to build 
a meeting hall and a classroom building 
for the school. 

“The school hosted a parade for us  
with flowers and music and dancing,” 
Linda said. “It was overwhelming.”

But, their 2015 trip happened to come 
right before an earthquake decimated  
the country. 

“The devastation was horrible,” Linda 
said. “So many places that we had just 
been, were catastrophically affected.”  
So, the Laurentian couple quickly raised 
about $6,000 and wired the funds to 
their Nepali friends, who used the money 
to buy rice, tarps and tents for the families 
who had lost everything. 

The earthquake also forced Literacy for 
Nepal students to cancel their trip in 
2015. “It made no sense to send students 

there at that time,” Henderson said.  
“So we held the fundraiser instead.”

This past summer, LFN students did 
return. Derrick Robinson ’18, Liam 
Donnelly ’18, George Knudsvig ’18, and 
Josiah Henderson ’18, traveled there  
in June to continue the SLU-Nepal con-
nection and the group’s efforts by visiting 
the school libraries that they’ve supported 
with books, magazines and sports items.

Chaudhari currently serves as a fellow 
at the Jeanne Sauvé Foundation in  
Montréal. But his work with his Nepal and 
St. Lawrence homes is far from complete. 

“We’re going to continue to raise the 
number of scholars each year,” he said. 
“And LFN will continue fundraising so 
St. Lawrence students can go to Nepal to 
see the projects and meet the scholars.” 
And perhaps, find themselves at home  
in Nepal.

“After visiting my  
village, we realized 
how lucky we were. 
We also realized  
that education is  
what can break all  
the socio-economic 
barriers.”

Brijlal Chaudhari ’10
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the border between

and away

HO
ME

Working with Burmese  
Refugees in Thailand

Jordan Pescrillo '12  

(seated third from right) 

with the graduating class 

at Minmahaw School. 

Photo courtesy of the 

Minmahaw School.
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 A
fter graduating from 
St. Lawrence with a  
degree in global studies 
and an education  
studies minor, Jordan 
Pescrillo ’12 found 

work in a coffee shop but struggled to 
find a job or a paid internship dedicated 
to social work and education in her 
hometown of Buffalo, New York. 

“Options are not always waiting for you 
back home after you graduate,” she said. 

In order to start paying back some of her 
student loans, Pescrillo joined AmeriCorps 
Builds Lives through Education (ABLE), 
working for a year as a tutor serving  
K-12 students in Buffalo, and a second 
year with Opportunity Corps, providing 
financial-literacy education to refugees 
from Myanmar (Burma), who were  
making a new home in Western New York. 
She also taught adult ESL classes and  
assisted in a third-grade classroom.

She later learned from her former  
advisor, Professor of Global Studies John 
Collins, about a new 10-month post- 
baccalaureate fellowship funded by  
St. Lawrence Trustee Sarah Johnson ’82 
at the Minmahaw School in Thailand  
for Burmese refugees.

“I was encouraged to apply so I could 
learn what many of my students and  
clients’ backgrounds were like in Thailand,” 
she said. “My main goal is to learn skills 
from the community on the Thai-Burma 
border and use them in Buffalo or another 
‘refugee city’ to provide more opportunities 
for young adults interested in furthering 
their education.”

At the Minmahaw School in Mae Sot, 
Thailand, she taught English, social studies, 
teacher education and pop culture and 
showed English-language movies on the 
weekends. During the summer, she  
coordinated a program for 80 students and 

taught subjects such as critical thinking, 
drama and other topics. 

Pescrillo was supposed to return home to 
Buffalo in June 2015. Instead, she further 
settled into her new home in Thailand  
and became the community development 
instructor at the Wide Horizons Commu-
nity Development Program, a two-year 
leadership and capacity building program 
for Burmese migrants and refugees, also  
located in Mae Sot, where many Minmahaw 
students also go to further their education.

Today, Pescrillo serves on a board with 
the Minmahaw School, advising staff 
about the program’s future and continuing 
to coordinate the summer school program. 
It also gives her the chance to mentor  
St. Lawrence fellows before they arrive. 

Sarah Johnson ’82 has continued to 
solely fund the 10-month fellowship to 
the Minmahaw school. This year, recent 
graduate and government major Luize 
Eihmane ’16 was selected to start the  
fellowship in August 2016. And when the 
selected 2015 fellow fell ill and wasn’t able 
to travel, Johnson converted the fellowship 
into two summer teaching internships 
for 2016, giving Sean Morrissey ’16 and 
Alita Rogers ’17 the chance to travel there 
and work with Pescrillo the summer.

For Pescrillo, the experience of both 
serving with Americorps and working in 
Thailand has enabled her to learn more 
than any graduate school experience 
would have taught her.

“I have learned more about my Buffalo 
community while living abroad than I 
ever could have staying at home,” she said. 
“I now understand the festivals where 
they throw water in the street near my 
home, the complexities within the  
community, their ethnic backgrounds,  
or why they are afraid of American police. 
I have learned beyond what I think a 
master’s degree could ever teach me.”

“I have learned  
more about  
my Buffalo  
community while  
living abroad  
than I ever could 
have staying  
at home.”

Jordan Pescrillo ’12
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planting seeds of change at

HO
ME

Combating Anti-Semitism in Poland

Photos by Lukasz Niparko ’13.
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 W
hen Łukasz  
Niparko ’13 was 
wrapping up 
his Senior Year 
Experience,  
he met with his 

faculty advisor Elun Gabriel, associate 
professor of history, and the two discussed 
how he might one day put his research 
into action.

“I titled the project ‘Atlantis’ because I 
was searching for a city that had disap-
peared,” he said. “Researching the Jewish 
past of Poznań and looking for its relics 
in the urban landscape was like looking 
for the lost Atlantis.”

Two years later, Niparko saw his research 
come to fruition when he was awarded  
a Davis Projects for Peace grant. With 
additional support from Humanity in 
Action, Niparko organized a multi-day 
program for school-age youths during the 
summer of 2015 on the Jewish past  
and heritage of Poznań, his home city  
in Poland. 

Known as the Anne Frank Project, 
his summer school program was aimed at 
combating antisemitism while also  
building tolerance toward all minorities. 
For two weeks, Niparko led the high 
school students through centuries of  
history about the Jews in Poznań, a city 
that once housed one of the largest  
Jewish populations in Europe. 

After German persecution and nearly 
five decades of Soviet communism, most of 
the Jewish cultural legacy remains hidden. 

“Hole. Vast hole. Emptiness,” one  
student, Krzysztof, wrote reflectively to 
Niparko. 

“I am very glad I could speak up in the 
project on many topics that are important, 
and that I could do that without fear of 
being criticized,” wrote Hanna, another 
one of Niparko’s students.

Niparko’s project help to plant a seed of 
change for the students in his home. 
“The harvest,” he said, “is happening in 
their families, schools and neighborhoods.”

Since then, two more projects have 
sprouted in Poznań, one discussing gender 
equality and another on preventing  
discrimination against asylum seekers, 
both of which are run by alumni of  
his Anne Frank Project.

“I am proud to be on the boards of the 
two, assisting these projects,” he said. 
“Next summer, if funding allows, I hope 
to welcome a new group of students to the 
next edition of the Anne Frank Project.” n

“I titled the project  
‘Atlantis’ because  
I was searching  
for a city that had  
disappeared.”

Łukasz Niparko ’13

HO
ME
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 For the Spring 2016 semester, Zhongxin (Josey) Wang ’17 
joined about a dozen other St. Lawrence University 
students and headed to New York City for a different 
kind of study abroad experience. 

For students interested in finance or the arts, St. Lawrence’s 
Liberal Arts in New York City semester offers the ability to intern 
in one of the most dynamic cities in the world. Recognizing 
that the work environment and St. Lawrence are very different, 
Wang applied to the New York City semester in order to take 
classes and also learn from experienced individuals. 

During her internship at quantitative hedge fund Engineers Gate, 
Wang found her calling in finance and computer science while 
working closely with her sponsor, Zhihong “Hook” Huang ’02.

“As a liberal arts school, St. Lawrence hones our ability to learn 
rather than teaching specific skills,” said Wang, who originally 
hails from Guang Zxou, China. “My experience in New York 
City tested my ability to learn and work in the philosophy  
of a liberal arts college.”

Home to 8.5 Million 
People and, for  
One Summer, Home 
to SLU Interns

By Emily Baldwin ’16, Elle Lucas ’16 
and Emma Cummings-Krueger ’16

NYC

Photos by Alex Kusak-Smith '12
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New York City comes alive in the springtime, but nowhere is 
the city more vibrant than inside the gates of Central Park, where 
Molli Richards ’17 interned with the Central Park Conservancy. 

“I heard that the NYC semester offered amazing internship 
opportunities as well as opportunities to connect with SLU 
alumni,” said Richards, who is from Massena, New York.  
“I chose to spend my semester in New York City to explore my 
possible career interests.”

Richards connected with Judy Angelo ’64, a St. Lawrence 
honorary degree recipient, songwriter and consistent mentor for 
students on the New York City semester. As a result, Richards 
was able to secure a position working under the Institute for 
Urban Parks.

“During college, our time is dedicated purely to learning and 
investing in ourselves. When you enter the workforce, all that 
scholastic learning has to be translated into betterment of a 
company,” Richards said “I want to continue to become a well- 
rounded SLU student in my remaining year at St. Lawrence in 

order to by flexible in the ever-changing job market.”
Andrew Carvalho ’17 took an arts management course with 

Will Weiss, the director of Big Apple Circus, and learned  
what it’s like to manage a non-profit business organization from 
building budgets to market planning to staffing. For his internship, 
Drew worked with Kieran Pinney ’02 at TAG Financial Groups, 
where he helped develop pitch-books for their investors.

“Being exposed to this environment allows me to see how my 
supervisors tackle challenges, deal with stress, and then over-
come it,” he said. “My experience in the New York City Semester 
has been a great stepping stone and taste of what lies ahead  
after graduating St. Lawrence.”’

The New York City experience is just another way for students 
to find out where they feel at home in their careers. n

For more information on the New York City Semester, visit  
www.stlawu.edu/ciis/liberal-arts-new-york-city.

Clockwise from top-left: 

Zhongxin (Josey) Wang  

of China worked with  

St. Lawrence alumnus Zhihong 

“Hook” Huang ’02 during  

her internship with the hedge 

fund Engineers Gate.

Molli Richards ’17 of Massena, 

New York, interned with the 

Central Park Conservancy. She 

is pictured with Lily Barrows ’17 

of Byfield, Massachusetts.

Andrew Carvalho ’17 (left)  

of Somerville, Massachusetts, 

interned at The Alberleen 

Group and was supervised  

by St. Lawrence alumnus  

Kieran Pinney ’02.
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PHILANTHROPY IN ACTION

 R ichard “Dick” F. Brush ’52 recently visited  
campus with his friend (left to right) Don  
Jacobson ’51, nephew Jim Brush ’77 and friend 
Bill Caldwell ’50 to view “Birth,” a sculpture 
by Arthur Williams, which was added to the 
newly renovated Richard F. Brush ’52 University 

Quad. The sculpture, located near the southwest corner of the 
Quad, is the latest example of Brush’s continuous generosity 
and enrichment of the St. Lawrence campus environment. n

St. Lawrence celebrated a record- 

setting collective gift of $25,957,214 

from our 16 milestone Reunion classes 

this past June. The previous reunion  

record was $15.6 million, set in 2008. 

In 2016, seven reunion classes set  

records for their class fundraising or 

participation efforts and over 1,400  

donors participated in the fundraising 

effort. more than 850 alumni, family and 

friends returned for Reunion Weekend, 

and more than 240 alumni volunteered 

throughout the year on reunion devel-

opment and planning committees.  

For more information about how you 

can volunteer for Reunion 2017,  

visit alumni.stlawu.edu/volunteering.

Reunion Gift: Record Breaking

From left: Don Jacobson ’51, Jim Brush ’77, Richard F. Brush ’52, 

and William Caldwell ’50

Birth
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 W ith the assistance 
of a $100,000 
Gladys Brooks 
Foundation grant, 
St. Lawrence has 

completed renovations on two language 
learning laboratories in Carnegie Hall. 
These labs will update the antiquated  
cubicle and individual station approach to 
a space that fosters more contemporary 
group and collaborative learning tech-
niques as well as enhances St. Lawrence’s 
connection to the global community 
through state-of-the-art video conferencing 
equipment. The lab technologies will  
enable the teaching of blended courses 
offered as part of the New York Six 
(newyork6.org) liberal arts consortium’s 
Language Learning Initiative, a project 
supported by a grant from the Andrew 
W. Mellon Foundation. 

“Today, learning a language is more 
about group work, where students speak 
directly with one another rather than 
into a microphone,” according to Gisele 
El Khoury, director of St. Lawrence’s 
Language Resource Center. “This will be 
a much more user friendly configuration 
that will allow Modern Languages to  
use space for both teaching and holding 
language labs.”

This is the first time the Gladys Brooks 
Foundation has funded a St. Lawrence 
University project. n

LANGUAGE LABS  
RENOVATION

Photo of campus language lab circa 

1965 (above), courtesy of University 

Archives. August 2016, Professor of 

Modern Languages Roy Caldwell (below) 

with students in the newly renovated 

language lab.
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PHILANTHROPY IN ACTION

 Student internship opportunities continue to expand 
with the support of alumni. Tanner Tomasi ’19  
(pictured above) of Durham, New Hampshire, was 
selected for the Pardee Internship Fellowship.  

He interned this summer at Jakett, a clothing company in 
New York City. Mehrsa Kheibary ’17 (pictured left)  
of Tehran, Iran, received the Vivien Gardner Hannon  
Internship Fellowship and interned this summer with Linda 
Barnett ’83 at Global Goods Partners, a fair-trade nonprofit 
company in New York City that sells handmade products 
made by women from economically marginalized  
communities around the world.

These, along with other Internship Fellowship Awards,  
promote leadership and career development opportunities for 
undergraduate students and help to offset living and  
transportation costs during the student’s experience. n 

 

 

Photos by Alex Kusak-Smith '12

Internships Thrive with  
Alumni and Parent Support

91420_SLU_MagazineFall2016_CC2015.indd   32 9/16/16   10:34 AM

creo




33

ST. LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY MAGAZINE  |  FALL 2016

B
oth SLU Connect - D.C. and the 

LINC mentorships (Laurentians 

Investing in Networking and  

Careers) are now signature programs in 

the career education of students.  

These programs have been successful 

because of the strength of the of the 

Laurentian network — our alumni,  

parents and friends. Mike '85, P'17 and 

Stacie Arpey P'17, parents of Dylan ’17, 

hosted a summer event in Washington, 

D.C., to thank the many volunteers  

who have helped students through these 

career-focused programs and to help 

connect them and St. Lawrence students 

working as summer interns in the area. 

Nearly 100 students, recent graduates, 

and many other key volunteers were  

in attendance.From left: Catherine O’Connell ’18, Eliza Cowie ’17, Phoebe Suva ’17,  

and W. Scott O’Connell ’87.

SLU CONNECT-DC

 It’s a tradition at St. Lawrence that each year the seniors 
choose a project for their Senior Class Gift. This past fall, 
the Class of 2016 proudly announced a partnership with the 
Alumni Executive Council (AEC), whereby their class 

gifts would help to support an existing endowment for intern-
ships and experiential learning. 

The announcement inspired 
Anne and Michael Moran P’16 
to create a $100,000 challenge 
match for internship support.

All gifts to the Alumni Exec-
utive Council Endowment for 
Internships and Experiential 
Learning fund will be used to 
support St. Lawrence Universi-
ty students who have secured 
an internship, including struc-
tured career development or research opportunities during 
the summer. These awards help offset the cost of living, travel 
and transportation expenses. Funds may also cover income 
replacement, if adequate need is demonstrated.

As a result of the Senior Parent Initiative, almost 100 par-
ents contributed a total of $155,750 split among the Alumni  
Executive Council Endowment, Moran Family Fund (an  
expendable internship Fellowship), the John Meagher  
Endowment Fund and the St. Lawrence Fund.

The Senior Class was excited  
to partner with parents and 
alumni in creating a lasting 
legacy and providing oppor-
tunities for future students to  
realize transformative internships 
and experiential education.  
Sixty-seven percent of students 
take advantage of these oppor-
tunities at some point during 
their four years at St. Lawrence. 
However, there are many who 

would like to participate but are unable to for financial  
reasons. The money raised through this initiative will help to 
change this. At the end of the 2015-2016 fundraising year, the 
AEC endowment stands at approximately $200,000. n

Joining Forces:  
The Senior Parent Initiative

As a result of the  

Senior Parent Initiative,  

almost 100 parents  

contributed a total of $155,750.
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T

ON SOCIAL MEDIA

#SLUfamous
 we asked, you answered: Where did you take #SLUwithYOU this summer? 

@nataliepontikes 
Chicago

Class of 2020 members
New Jersey

@caitsherr 
The Cliffs of Moher, Ireland

Christopher DiMezzo ’18 
Washington, D.C.

@3rauli0 
Haiti

@mopell15 
Old Forge, N.Y.

@mariahdignan 
Dubrovnik, Croatia

@insta_arpey 
The Great Wall of China

@margemus 
Hawaii Volcano National Park

@elizcolucci 
Williamsville, N.Y.

Nick Trace ’19 
Valdez, Alaska

Alex Moore ’17 
British Columbia
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BY ELIZABETH (DAVIDSON) DUNN ’99

he friendly smiles of 
people I had never met, 
a sense of community, 
and natural beauty  
beyond compare—the 
things that welcomed 

me to Camp Little Notch as a child were 
the same things I felt when I first stepped 
on campus at St. Lawrence University.  
It’s the kind of feeling that lets you know 
you found a home. 

So in 2008, when Little Notch alumni 
learned that our beloved camp was to be 
sold, we knew something had to be done. 
It was in the shadow of this impending 
loss of that Friends of Camp Little Notch 
was formed. We enlisted the help of the 
Open Space Institute, and together we 
purchased the 400-acre camp parcel as 
well as ensured the remaining 2,400-acre wilderness 
parcel would be covered with a permanent conserva-
tion easement and managed sustainably. Knowing 
the property would be preserved, our founding board 
began the arduous task of learning how to operate a 
successful summer camp.

I’ve always known my liberal arts education at  
St. Lawrence made me something of a “Jill of all 
trades” and at no time was this more apparent than 
when starting this enterprise. Launching a not-for-
profit is no easy task, especially when your passion 
greatly outweighs your experience. To be successful  
I had to think as an economist, environmentalist,  
engineer, and educator. With my degree in economics, 
I was able to handle the practical aspects of the deci-
sions that must be made when starting any business. 
The course work in my First-Year Program “Knowing 

Nature,” gave me insight into the work of 
those who came before me in land conser-
vation efforts, as well as opportunities to 
actually spend time outside, immersed in 
the beauty of the Adirondack Park. Two 
years working with power tools as a Stage-
craft Teaching Assistant came in handy 
when we took possession of the property 
after three years of neglect, and the semes-
ters I spent in the Ogdensburg School 
District as a reading tutor gave me the 
skills to create imaginative and engaging 
programming when we were finally able to 
host our first summer campers in 2012.

With five successful seasons behind us,  
I often find myself reflecting this amazing 
journey, which has been full of incredible 
victories and daunting challenges. Each 
time a new challenge has arisen, I am able 

to meet it by thinking back to something I’ve learned, 
an experience I’ve had, and most times I find it was 
something I learned at SLU. I am not alone in my 
love for both St. Lawrence and Little Notch, as at 
least ten members of the Little Notch community are 
SLU alumni.

Just as Little Notch campers place their candle-lit 
wish boats on our beloved Lake Pond at each final 
campfire, I am reminded of (and grateful for) the candle 
in the wilderness that has illuminated my path. n

My Liberal Arts in Action

We welcome your submissions for “First-Person.” They should be no more than 500 words and should connect with an 
aspect of your lifelong experience with St. Lawrence University. For consideration, please email ddudley@stlawu.edu.

Elizabeth Dunn ’99 dug deep into the  
resources of her liberal arts education and 
combined it with an entrepreneurial spirit 

and childhood passion to reinvigorate operations of a 
non-profit Adirondack camp for girls.

,,

,,

I’ve always  
known my liberal  

arts education  
at St. Lawrence  

made me  
something of a  

“Jill of all trades”  
and at no time  
was this more  
apparent than  

when starting this 
enterprise.

T

FIRST-PERSON

91420_SLU_MagazineFall2016_CC2015.indd   35 9/16/16   10:34 AM

mailto:ddudley@stlawu.edu
creo




36

CLASS NOTES

moved to Staten Island, where 

they raised their family. 

Anyone thinking of returning 

to campus has a perfect place 

to stay. Mary Jo Whalen, is 

the “active owner” of Whalen 

Guest House, a bed and  

breakfast a few blocks from 

the campus. Mary Jo is a  

frequent traveler. In November 

2015, she traveled for a month-

long trip to Antarctica, the 

Falkland Islands and South 

Georgia Islands, and finally  

by visiting Antarctica, com-

pleted her goal of walking 

on all seven continents! She 

shares her travel experiences 

through speaking engage-

ments, which in the spring  

of 2016 included the Butchart 

Gardens, British Columbia.

1951
Janet Tag O’Loughlin
510 Lake Dornoch Drive

Pinehurst, NC 28734

910-246-6415

jtolonlake@nc.rr.com
Next Reunion: 70th, 2021

I was unable to attend our 

65th Reunion in June, but 

fortunately, Ward and Janet 
Lindsey Wilson made the trip 

and sent along a list of those 

who were there from our class. 

Don Jacobson, Lynn Maldoon, 
Lee Jensen Yeaton ’51n, and 

Don Lewis and his daugh-

ter, Donnalyn, represented 

our class and led the Alumni 

parade. Ray McIntyre and his 

wife, Elizabeth, came by on 

Saturday afternoon. Janet 

mentioned that they were all 

housed in Kirk Douglas Hall, 

which, by the way, is a  

beautiful facility. There are  

individual bathrooms with 

1949
Steve N. Anderson
1273 Guerrero St

San Francisco, CA 94110

415-776-6499

sanderson@magsf.us
Next Reunion: 70th, 2019

September 1945, our class-

mates are moving on to 

campus for the first time. A 

soon-to-be favorite hangout, 

the Sugar Bowl, advertisement 

lures us: “Recent government 

restrictions having been lifted 

on heavy cream enables us 

to make a richer and smooth-

er ice cream. New price per 

quart, 50 cents.” And a new 

dean of the College of Letters 

and Science, USN Lieutenant 

Commander Omar C. Held, 

is appointed by the Board of 

Trustees. 

Marjorie Holtermann Fandrei 
died on April 17, 2016. A Brook-

lyn-born New Yorker,  

after earning her BA at St. 

Lawrence, was a member of 

Alpha Delta Pi Sorority and 

selected for honor society. She 

earned a master’s degree at 

Indiana University, where she 

met her husband, Theodore 

Fandrei of Staten Island, N.Y., 

after a polite offering of a seat 

beside him at church. Marjorie 

and Theodore moved to 

Baltimore, where she was an 

employee of the Baltimore Girl 

Scout Council for five years. 

Then she and her husband 

1938-1950.” The books  

describe, among other things, 

the professor’s classes and 

student research projects. 

These books are available 

through the Brewer Bookstore. 

From California, a brief note 

and picture of Lennie Rich  

appeared on Facebook  

recently. Lennie was very  

active in the Radio Workshop 

when Mrs. Gladys Pasel was 

directing. Lennie moved from 

Connecticut to California to  

be near family. 

From the Navy Loop via  

computer come e-mails from  

Paul Durkin, Bell Herndon and  

Walt Hluch ’47. It is good to 

have this communication at 

our age! I’d love to hear from 

some others about what’s 

going on in your life. 

Until next time, stay well and 

be happy.

1946
For information about  
becoming a reporter for this 
class, please contact Anna 
Barnard, 315-229-5585 or 
abarnard@stlawu.edu, or  
Joe Keniston ’05 M’07,  
315-229-1858 or  
jkeniston@stlawu.edu. 
Next Reunion: 75th, 2021

1944
For information about  
becoming a reporter for this 
class, please contact Anna 
Barnard, 315-229-5585 or 
abarnard@stlawu.edu, or  
Joe Keniston ’05 M’07,  
315-229-1858 or  
jkeniston@stlawu.edu. 
Next Reunion: 75th, 2019

Bianca Vernon Nealley reports 

she is doing very well. She is 

still living in her seven room 

ranch home, goes to the 

YMCA five days a week for ex-

ercise and loves to garden and 

spend time with her friends.

1945
Helen Aitchison Ellison
1405 Greenbriar Lane

West Grove, PA 19390

610-345-0908

hhellison@aol.com
Next Reunion: 75th, 2020

I had a letter from Daniel Reiff 

reminding us of two books he 

has written about his father,  

Dr. Harry Reiff, professor of 

history and government from 

1928-1966. “Teacher, Scholar, 

Mentor: Dr. Harry Reiff of  

St. Lawrence University” and 

“Teacher, Scholar, Mentor:  

Dr. Harry Reiff and His Family, 

CLASS     NOTES

For information about becoming a reporter for any class prior to 1940, please contact Joe Keniston, 315-229-1858 or jkeniston@stlawu.edu.

You on You: This is your 
half of the alumni magazine. 

Be part of it–send news 
to your class reporter.
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each room—not like the 

old days. Lots of activities, 

concerts, lectures, food, and 

hospitality always make these 

weekends memorable. Jack 

and I really enjoyed the many 

trips we made to Canton 

through the years, reuniting 

with friends from so many 

years ago.

Clint Jones was unable to 

attend his 65th reunion, as he 

spent the weekend attending  

a family reunion celebrating 

the high school graduation of 

his granddaughter. Clint has 

nine grandchildren ranging in 

age from 16 to 39. He and his 

wife Ellen continue to be in 

good health. Clint sends his 

best wishes to his classmates. 

1952
Barbara Robertson Mitchell
9 Pepperidge Road

Morristown, NJ 07960

973-267-9542

barmitchell@msn.com
Next Reunion: 65th, 
June 1-4, 2017

I came to my computer the 

other day and there was a 

strange paragraph about a 

conversation that I had some 

time back with Evelyn Benson 
Blount. I was worried that 

maybe this was a scam so I 

emailed Evie to make sure.  

No, she had not sent it to me, 

but I called her and we waited 

to make sure it has warmed  

up before going to her home 

in Bear Lake, Ontario. 

I talked with Ronald Barlow 
and he is doing well and 

remembers the trips we did 

for the last reunion. He is 

doing lots therapy which he 

likes. I am hoping to make 

the next Reunion. If there is 

anyone who can get here or 

into Newark Airport, you can 

drive up with me. How about 

it Beverly?

Henry Larsen passed away on 

April 16, 2016. He was a won-

derful tennis player and in the 

Corps D’Elite. I remember the 

ROTC men marching and how 

I would sometimes put the 

ribbon on the winning group. 

Also, Harry Haacke was on 

a drive to Florida for a party. 

But driving is hard while on 

the phone, so no news. Bob 
Bruce is playing golf already 

and his runs this year will be 

in Vermont. He said, his trip to 

Ottawa in May was wonderful, 

as he saw the Tulip Festival 

in N.Y. 

This will be October when you 

read this and I am hoping we 

have had a warm summer to 

make up for cold winters. Me, I 

am fine and have already been 

swimming four laps every day. 

Please send a postcard or an 

email letting me know what 

keeps you all so busy.

1953
Lois Shaver Wells
P.O. Box 22

Ogdensburg, NY 13669

518-312-5913

bigdeerpond@gmail.com 
Next Reunion: 65th, 2018

I was hoping that there would 

be something to report 

besides the thinning of our 

class ranks. Somehow, I missed 

reporting to you (you probably 

read about these three in 

the “In Memory” section of 

the alumni magazine) that 

George R. Van Wyck, Robert 
J. Pepper and John H. McIsaac 

died in December 2015. Halsey 
Myers Reyell died in March. 

She lived for many, many years 

in Saranac Lake, N.Y., and I 

would see her when I lived 

in the Adirondacks. Edwin B. 

Gruppe, Joan Reis O’Toole, 
Suzanne “Sukie” McHenry 
Martin and Dr. Alexander L. 
Hastie died in May.

1954
Frank Shields
16 Seward Street

Glens Falls, NY 12804

518-745-1775

fmshields@roadrunner.com
Next Reunion: 65th, 2019 

Another year, another  

St. Lawrence reunion.

Mimi and I joined Gerald “Rod” 
La Croix and his wife Priscilla 

in representing the class for 

the traditional parade around 

the old quad, now identified as 

the Richard F. Brush ‘52 Quad. 

I won’t go into details other 

than to encourage other  

Laurentians to make Reunion  

a definite stop on their  

social calendar.

The Quad achieves a remark-

able consonance with the  

new dorm which honors Kirk 

Douglas ’39. We enjoyed  

our stay in the newest accom-

plishment of President Bill  

Fox and the staff in the  

Development office.

Your classmates would like to 

hear from you!

1955
Connie Doughty Knies
43 Westgate Blvd.

Plandome, NY 11030 

516-365-9029

cdknies@optonline.net 
Next Reunion: 65th, 2020

Dear Classmates, I hope you 

are all well and enjoyed the 

summer. Not a lot of commu-

niqués this time, but when you 

scratch any of us octogenar-

ians (did you ever think that 

would be us!) and ask how 

they are, they’re very likely to 

tell you about their grandchil-

dren. Keith and Marjorie Conk-
lin Wallace wrote that their 

only “excitement” is that their 

only granddaughter will be 

married in Ohio in November. 

Gina Potter Jacobsen was  

excited to report that her 

whole family traveled to  

Ft. Benning, Ga. in June,  

where her oldest grandson 

graduated as a U.S. Army 

Ranger. She said that less than 

half the class got through the 

rigorous training – an amazing 

feat! Needless to say they were 

terribly proud. Also in May, she 

had gone to Durham, N.C. for 

another grandson’s gradua-

tion from Duke. Proud again! 

Later in the summer she went 

on a two-week cruise with 

five girlfriends from Venice to 

Barcelona.

Bev Harper Nalven is looking 

forward to the marriage of 

granddaughter Torie Van Dijk 

next May in Cincinnati. She 

is the daughter of Bev’s late 

son Dirk Van Dijk ’80. Another 

granddaughter, Miranda Van 

Dijk, interned with the Philadel-

phia affiliate of CBS and was 

on the floor at the Democratic 

Convention with press creden-

tials. Bev added, “It’s fun to  

see these grandkids grow up 

and move on with their  

lives.” Indeed! 

Norma Sutton Denu wrote 

“Who knew that our ‘retire-

ment’ years would be so busy!” 

as they moved to a “wonder-

ful” CCRC called Wake Robin 

in Shelburne, Vt. and found it 

to be exciting “just like college 

but so much more.” They also 

have two sons with families 

living in Vermont, one being 

David ’81. Their youngest 

daughter Kristen ’92, still living 

in Canton. She also said that 

they hoped to see Nancy 
Means Ball boating up north 

in the summer. Nancy and 

her husband had spent four 

months sailing this past winter, 

hiding from the cold and 

planned their summer to sail 

away from the heat.

And one last grandchild note - 

our only granddaughter, Laura, 

child of our daughter Nancy 

’84 and a junior at Stanford, 

spent most of the summer 

with us as she, a dedicated 

writer, interned with a literary 

agent in NYC. Dick ’54 and 
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similar programs. Last fall, 

Leslie was selected for a two-

year appointment on the ADA 

(Americans with Disabilities 

Act) board. Their main goal is 

to educate the community 

and make the public aware 

of the services that are 

available. Thanks Leslie for 

volunteering to enrich so many 

people’s lives.

Ernie Mazza sent a “Can you 

believe it?” story. In April, Ernie 

and Mary and friends spent a 

week in St. Maarten. Each day 

that Ernie went to the beach, 

he wore a St. Lawrence t-shirt 

to protect his old body from 

too much sun. After five days, 

the t-shirt was spotted at the 

beach by four St. Lawrence 

alumni. A chance meeting of 

Laurentians on a beach in St. 

Maarten, “who would have 

thunk it?” 

Ed Laine is still working three 

days per week at the Char-

lotte ReStore and keeping 

up with the kids in their 40s. 

The 2016 “Gathering of the 

Clan” fly fishing get-together 

and fundraiser had 17 fishers 

this year at Meadow Lane in 

Virginia. They raised $3,400 

for Project Healing Waters. Pris 

had a great conversation with 

Donna Hines Laine ’57 about 

their daughter’s, Melissa Laine 

McDonald ’81, adventures and 

achievements on her seventh 

“Ride the Rockies” bicycle tour.

I traveled to England in July 

to visit Dick’s older brother, 

Don Knies ’51 and then went 

on to Scotland with daughter 

Nancy and her husband. Since 

in England they aren’t eager 

to rent cars to OAP’s (old age 

pensioners–their euphemism 

for geezers) we were delighted 

to have them along to drive us 

old folks around.

And I would be delighted to 

hear from YOU. And remem-

ber our alma mater would be 

delighted with any contribu-

tions you care to share with 

their annual fund!

1956
Priscilla Harvey Schroeder
2215 Windbrook Court

Westlake Village, CA 91361

805-495-9758

memowind@roadrunner.com 

Next Reunion: 65th, 2021

Congratulations to our 

classmates who entered the 

160-hour fundraising challenge 

in April. The milestone for the 

class of 1956 is that we had the 

most donations from all the 

classes in the 1950s. The Pub 

cookie winners were Jewel 
Breiner Hall, Donald Hills, 
Winifred Leithead, Lucretia 
Donner Locke, Leonard Price, 
William Richardson and Lola 
Somerville Schott. Lola said, 

“the cookie was yummy!”

 

In February, Nancy Purcell 
Murphy and her daughter, 

Martha, had a fabulous month 

in Costa Rica. Betsy Colyer 
Guernsey’s daughter found 

Nancy and Martha accommo-

dations for their month-long 

stay and assisted them in 

touring to all the highlights. 

Nancy planned a trip to the 

mountains in Maryland with 

her high school friends from 

the Utica area. Creative Nancy 

is branching out to new art 

forms by creating sculpture in 

the form of spray painted tree 

branches. Betsy says, “enjoying 

life in Schoharie Valley with a 

friend is the best.” 

Dottie Whitaker Cannon 

wrote that she has a wonderful 

email relationship with Lola 

which is fun, and also with 

Mary Warren Eichenlaub. 

Please share your news, ladies.

Dick Bierly invited the whole 

family, 14 of them, for a week 

at the beach to celebrate his 

84th birthday. These birthdays 

are becoming more and more 

special! Happy Birthday and 

many more so that you may 

attend the 65th reunion.

Peter ’54 and Alida Isham Mill-
ham have been traveling on 

three river cruises and on the 

Queen Mary II from Boston to 

England. They visited Holland 

to view the tulips in bloom, 

Switzerland to Amsterdam 

with their two daughters, and 

visited Heidelberg and Co-

logne along the Rhine. Alida, 

a former state assembly 

member, will lend her expertise 

to the board of the newly 

formed New Hampshire Wom-

en’s Foundation. 

Steve Avery and wife Nancy 
living in Bluffton, S.C, hun-

kered down over the summer. 

They had their grandchildren, 

9-year-old twins, visiting for 8 

days in May and helped with 

school, music lessons, flag 

football, and baking of cookies. 

They enjoyed the week so 

much that they wanted to stay 

another week. Enjoy, as they 

grow up quickly. 

Hundley Thompson wrote 

about his Beach Boys expe-

rience in Charlotte, N.C. He 

said, “The Beach Boys are 

phenomes. The songs were 

fun, fun, fun. When the lights 

came on and the band hit their 

first song, my body went into 

goose bump mode. What a 

trip that was. I can’t live with-

out music in my life. I’m glad 

we have plenty of it.” 

Greta Jacobsen, living in 

South Carolina, had many 

family visitors this summer. 

Greta is headed to Hilton Head 

in August. She is still at AN-

MEDHEALTH. It’s been a total 

of 39 years. After only four 

months of retirement in 2000 

as an administrative assistant, 

she returned to work as a 

Guest Ambassador. She just 

celebrated 15 years as a Guest 

Ambassador. What a wonderful 

accomplishment to be able to 

help so many people in those 

39 years. Congratulations!

Leslie Zittell Jose is keeping 

busy with inter-generational 

programs for seniors and 

college students. Other college 

professors are visiting Leslie’s 

group to learn how to set up 

No Notes?
Classes that do not appear either did not receive  
any news, or lack a class reporter. To submit news, 
find your class reporter’s contact information by  
visiting alumni.stlawu.edu/classnotes and clicking  
on the appropriate decade. To volunteer to be a class 
reporter, contact Joe Keniston, jkeniston@stlawu.edu 
or 315-229-1858.

Bill Torrey ’57, retired New York Islanders administrator, gave  

the commencement address this year in which he delivered a  

poignant, emotional tribute to what life as a Laurentian has 

meant to him.
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The world of real estate will 

have to survive without Lois 
Langtry. After 40 plus years, 

Lois is freeing up her summers 

to enjoy her time on the St. 

Lawrence River and the North 

with family. Good for you, Lois! 

Of course, she will have to 

spend some rehab time on the 

new hip, but getting rid of the 

pain will make it all worthwhile. 

I enjoy receiving sundry notes 

from Lois since we have the 

same type of humor. Keep 

them coming!

Recently, I have enjoyed an ad-

ditional benefit of having the 

grandchild of a former room-

mate here at St. Lawrence. 

Claire McGarrahan Strang’s 

granddaughter Claire ’19 is a 

techie, which I am certainly 

not. She is helping me to clean 

out my very old computer and 

salvage the essential info with-

out which I could not possibly 

survive. 

Another college roommate, 

Barbara Blair Nangle is sport-

ing a new knee and coping 

with the frustrations of rehab. 

All seems to be going well, 

however, and my hope is that 

it will mean she will soon be 

visiting family and friends in 

Like many of us, Tom celebrat-

ed his 80th this year. Sancy 
Day and George “Frits” Isham 

’60 were there to share in 

the festivities. Tom also sent 

word that Liz Klimow ’59 and 

Ed Dowling ’56 have sold 

their home on Emerald Island 

in North Carolina and have 

moved to Texas. It is always 

good to hear from you two. 

Bob Lyle spent four years in 

London as a teenager just 

before entering SLU, and a 

family visit to see relatives and 

revisit his old haunts provided 

nostalgia and fun. This reminis-

cence was further enhanced 

by a river cruise out of Paris to 

the coast stopping at Giverney 

and some delightful villages 

along the way. The cruise also 

included a long anticipated 

visit to the Normandy beaches 

and that stacks up as a pre-

miere trip. Keep those notes, 

coming, Bob!

One of our most faithful re-

unioners and Arizona resident, 

Harold “Hal” Robertson, is 

putting his summer home on 

the Raquette River in Hannawa 

on the market. Contact him 

if you are interested. I hope 

that does not mean he will be 

visiting the North Country less 

often. Hunting season should 

be a draw and summers can 

be spectacular here. Good luck 

with the knee surgery which 

may be in your future.

quite aware of the effect on 

my agility with the passage of 

time. I was always last in the 

long line behind the land tour 

leader. Most exciting was the 

erratic waters off the coast 

of Croatia.

We note the passing of 

former classmate Professor 

Keith Ehrenreich of Palm 

Desert, Calif.

1958
Lennelle “Lennie” Dougherty 
McKinnon
5 Jay Street

Canton, NY 13617

315-386-8216

315-323-5267 (cell)

lmckinnon@twcny.rr.com
Next Reunion: 60th, 2018

Once again, the deadline has 

come and the news from the 

many “Lake Woebegones,” 

where classmates reside, has 

trickled in. Replacements, 

80th birthday celebrations 

and relocations head the list 

of news topics. On the home 

front, Canton had a slow-start-

ing summer, but my new knees 

enabled me to attack the golf 

course sans pain. Once again, 

a big thank you to all of you 

who sent sage advice based 

on firsthand experience with 

transplants. I wonder how 

many of us still have all our 

original parts! 

It is good news about new 

digs for Andy Dufault ’59n and 

Tom Moore at Falcon’s Land-

ing, a retirement community 

run by the Retired Air Force 

Officers Association. They are 

finding many connections with 

other residents and activities 

abound. Their daughter, Liz 

Moore Miller ’82, a school 

principal in Texas, is pursuing 

her Ph.D. Their plans for Indian 

Lake will depend upon Andy’s 

knee replacement plans. Good 

wishes for that! Tom kindly 

pointed out that our class is 

moving closer and closer to 

the front of the Class Notes. 

Lucy Tower Funke is going on 

the Erie Canal trip in June and 

will meet up with Dave and 

Liz Ehret Beebe. The Beebes 

are busy planning for the 45th 

anniversary of the founding of 

the Camillus Erie Canal Park 

and looking forward to being 

involved with the World Canal 

Conference festivities in 2017. 

They recently visited Alaska 

and went on a land tour to 

Fairbanks, Denali National 

Park, and Anchorage. They 

experienced the beauty of 

Denali which reminded them 

of the ring of mountains that 

surround Lake Placid.

Congratulations to our pastor, 

Reverend Jan Knost, on his 

third retirement. 

1957
Joyce Caldwell Rhodes
5-C Oak Crest Court

Novato, CA 94947

415-892-9351

RhdJy@aol.com
Next Reunion: 60th, June 1-4, 
2017

Tom ‘52 and Diane Preussner 
Glover watched as grandson, 

William ’16 received his degree 

from SLU and feel blessed and 

appreciative of what 

St. Lawrence has meant to 

them over the last 65 years. 

Tom and Diane have sold their 

home of 50 years and moved 

to River Woods in Exeter, N.H.

 

Charles “Eban” Franz reports 

walking a couple of miles a 

day and regaining strength.

 

Gary Conners and wife Gwen 
find playing duplicate bridge 

a great way to meet interest-

ing people. They spend many 

happy hours with their seven 

grandchildren who live nearby.

 

Camey Baldanza McGilvray 
has offered to lead the 2017 

reunion committee for us. Her 

painted wood, wire and metal 

sculptures were on exhibition 

earlier this year at Pen and 

Brush Gallery in New York City.

 

I, Joyce, returned from an 

Adriatic cruise in early June 

Bill Lewis ’58 Potsdam High School’s boys’ track and field coach 

from 1963 to 1974, was recognized on May 9, 2016, in a ceremony 

naming the Potsdam High School track in his honor. Lewis 

amassed a 107-3 record and nine consecutive Section X titles 

coaching the Sandstoners. Photo courtesy of Potsdam High School. 
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2015. John pledged the 

Sigma Chi fraternity, taught 

English for 12 years and ran 

McGreivey’s Canoe Shop in 

Cato, N.Y. for 36 years. 

1960
Ann Younger Moore
41 Brookside Drive

Wilbraham, MA 01095

413-596-933

amoore9335@gmail.com 
Next Reunion: 60th, 2020

Unfortunately, the only news I 

have received for this issue is 

very sad. David Weber, a most 

loyal St. Lawrence classmate, 

passed away on March 31 at 

his home in Rochester, N.Y. 

[See In Memory]

1961
Hulit Pressley Taylor
1713 Surrey Lane, NW

Washington, DC 20007

202-625-0203

hulitpaul@comcast.net
Next Reunion: 60th, 2021

Ken Shilkret summed up Re-

union. “Sorry so many of you 

couldn’t attend. We stayed 

in Kirk Douglas Hall with our 

own bathroom (with soap), air 

conditioning and elevators – 

talk about luxury! The campus 

looks great, Tim Stritter 
conducted a tour of the Beta 

Temple, weather was beautiful, 

and the alumni staff and stu-

dent workers were extremely 

helpful. We congratulated 

Hulit on her Alumni Citation 

for her years as our class 

reporter, Alumni Council mem-

bership and other volunteer 

activities. Also thanks to those 

of you who donated toward 

our class gift – we set records 

for the dollar amount and 

participation rate!”

Carole Sperzel Clark added, “If 

‘laughter is the best medi-

cine,’ I will live forever without 

anyone who has never been to 

the Ridgway/Telluride region 

is missing some of the most 

spectacular areas of the USA. 

It is referred to as “Little Swit-

zerland,” but Al says he has 

had occasion to ski in France, 

and there is no comparison. 

Visitors to that area are en-

couraged to contact him.

There was a great suggestion 

from Judy Lennon Cashman 

that since so many of us are 

hitting the big 80, we should 

celebrate that occasion with a 

gathering of sorts. NYC, Lake 

Placid and Boston are among 

the suggested sites. I am 

pursuing the idea with Alumni 

Engagement, but need a key 

person at each venue to follow 

up on the plan and supply 

feedback. Contact me if you 

would like to be involved in 

this effort. 

I wanted to alert you to the 

loss of the following members 

of our class: Robert J. Balfour, 
Shirley Griffing Brown, Peggy 
Durage Drauglis, Jerome 
Feldsott Fielding, and Robert 
W. Thrall. The chapel bells 

tolled after the reading of all 

the names during the Service 

of Remembrance at reunion. 

My life continues to be busy 

and active. The golf ball does 

not go as far as it once did, 

names comes a little less 

quickly to mind, but so many 

memories of classmates and 

our four years at SLU provide 

great pleasure and many a 

laugh. May the same be true 

for each of you?

 

1959
Nancy Erler Waldron
25414 Lake Wilderness Coun-

try Club Drive SE

Maple Valley, WA 98038

425-432-3885

206-300-5548 (cell)

waldronne@comcast.net
Next Reunion: 60th, 2019

Cynthia Hope McGreivey’s 

husband John McGreivey Jr., 

passed away on October 27, 

Speaking of schedules, Dick 
Gilbert seems to be able 

to manage a hectic and busy 

retirement with great aplomb. 

A spring trip to Texas 

enabled Dick, an Eagle Scout, 

to attend the signing of a 

memorandum of 

understanding between the 

Boy Scouts of America and 

the Unitarian Universalist 

Association which official-

ly opened participation to 

gay scouts and leaders. He 

felt privileged to attend the 

ceremony. A trip with his wife, 

Joyce, to South Africa includ-

ed an historical tour of Cape 

Town. The tour was led by 

former mayor and retired Uni-

tarian Minister who had hosted 

Nelson Mandela after he was 

released from prison. While 

there, Dick preached twice and 

led a workshop. 

After their return, Joyce 

joined a chorale for a series of 

concerts in Spain. Dick said he 

stayed home since the group 

did not need a chaplain and he 

is musically challenged. 

It was a special treat to 

hear from Albert Parker. He 

thanked John Rostenberg ’59 

for encouraging him to attend 

the ATO reunion in Santa Fe 

where it was great to see 

classmates, Ray Grinstead 
and Tom Greenwood. Tom is 

still skiing and playing tennis. 

In August of 2015, Al moved 

from Fort Collins to Ridgway, 

Colorado where he is involved 

with business classes at Colo-

rado Mesa University and only 

25 minutes from Telluride. The 

Telluride mountain slopes re-

minded him of Bromley where 

Ron Henry, Barbara Bruton ’57 

and Pete Widen ’57, Tom and 

he spent many a winter week-

end. Al got in about 20 days in 

this year, and according to him, 

her old stomping ground in 

Rochester and along the 

St. Lawrence River. If so, we 

may be able to sneak in a visit 

or two. Our schemes continue 

to include hopes for a reunion 

with Carol “Scotty” Kleinsmith 
Newton but four crazy sched-

ules hinder our efforts. 

Paul Fideler is another 

member of the ‘double-knee 

replacement club’. Paul is 

very pleased with the outcome 

of his surgeries—back to 

regular bike riding and walking 

with vigor. He and his wife, Liz, 

continue work on their 

respective writing projects 

and enjoy stays in their Park 

Slope condo.

This past fund year, 8,498 
alumni, parents and friends  

gave a total of $5,076,032  
to St. Lawrence’s annual  
fund. Laurentian support  

provides vital resources that 
ensures St. Lawrence will  

continue to thrive  
as a nationally recognized 
 private liberal arts college.

 
We are especially grateful  
for our Sustaining Saints  
who give year after year,  

providing the stability that  
is needed to continue the  
exceptional teaching and  
learning at St. Lawrence.

Alumni.stlawu.edu/ 
annual-giving

Thank 
You!
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medication. I’m still laughing at 

the endless stream of jokes fol-

lowed by even more hilarious 

emails. Thanks to Ken, we won 

the Hervey Cup for the best 

Parade Theme – a First for 

our Class!” 

The Wizard of Oz was filmed 

in 1939, the year in which 

most of us were born, so Ken 

ordered costumes. Jim Finke, 

Mark Harran, Carole and Ken 

were Munchkins (complete 

with Dunkin Donuts Munchkin 

boxes). Herm Hagedorn made 

the best Cowardly Lion, Tim 

Stritter was Scarecrow; Chico 
Kieswetter was Tin Man; and I 

was Dorothy. Such fun! When 

Ken accepted the prize he said 

he felt like he’d won an Oscar! 

We were awarded a case of 

champagne, but we’ll have to 

wait until our 60th Reunion 

to receive it. It should be well 

chilled by then!

Edwrad Baryluk and Doris 

joined us Saturday afternoon. 

Also present were Paul Taylor; 
Mark’s wife, Kay; Carole’s hus-

band, Bill, and their daughter, 

Beth Record ’86; and Herm’s 

wife, Denise Hana ’66. 

Dickens “Womper” Wright 
and Dave Walton had hoped 

to come for the day, but 

it didn’t work out. Neither 

Natalie Beaumont nor Cinnie 
Baldwin Luscombe was able 

to attend, but they had lunch 

together that weekend and 

celebrated with us in spirit! 

Sandee Huebenthal Fleisher’s 

daughter and two-year-old 

grandson were visiting from 

Alaska. Gene Hays was hosting 

a family reunion at his farm in 

New Hampshire. Joe Sherin, 
Kay Robertson Tomasi, Jim 
Pritzker and Marion Bessey 
Hart also sent regrets. Illness 

and/or recovery prevented 

Craig Ruhm, Tom Maltby, 
Willie and Sheila Walsh 
Cassin, Bob and Betty Horwitz 
Graham and Steve ’59 and 

Jane Goolsby Urner and 

from attending.

During Reunion, Andrew Nevin 
was at Latitude 59° in the 

mountains of northern British 

Columbia scouting geother-

mal hot spots in and around 

the active Mt. Edziza volcanic 

complex. He and his partners 

intend to develop renewable 

energy there so the aboriginal 

people will benefit appropri-

ately. “I can’t retire yet – I’m 

having too much fun!”

Ted Ingersoll was also sorry 

to miss Reunion. Last fall, he 

and Jean purchased a condo 

on the water in Sarasota, Fla. 

Their home base is still Dallas, 

but they look for any excuse to 

enjoy all that Sarasota offers.

I was pleased to receive 

long-overdue news from sever-

al classmates. Vic Nardone still 

loves living in Puerto Rico. 

He, wife Ivette and their 

daughter took a trip to 

Bogota, Columbia. Vic 

frequently sees Ron Rivera ’60.

For the past five years, Jean 
Luce Eaton and her husband, 

Fred, spend summers in 

Voorheesville, N.Y., and then 

return to their Villa at Lexing-

ton Country Club in South Ft. 

Myers, Fla. Jean continues 

with her art work, mainly oil 

and watercolor and gardening.

For many years, Paul Burger’s 

passion has been General Avi-

ation Safety. He wants to know 

why the FAA isn’t providing 

adequate funding to promote 

their tried and proven Gen-

eral Aviation Safety Program 

WINGS. After hearing Paul’s 

ExecuNet interview (www.
execunet.com/general-avi-
ation-fatalities-enough/), a 

reporter for a major New York 

TV network became interested 

and filed a Freedom of Infor-

mation request. Here’s hoping! 

Paul also plans to have lunch 

with Caroline “Canna” Smyth 
Rocco in New York City.

In June, Pete Foley and his 

wife, Toni, had a short trip 

to Amsterdam for their 35th 

consecutive European Fishing 

Tackle Show. 

In April, Floyd Sandford and 

his daughter, Susan, hiked 88 

miles through England’s beau-

tiful, scenic Lake District in 

Cumbria, following the coast-

to-coast path. For his narrative 

and gorgeous photographs, go 

to spongemanfloyd.blogspot.
com.

Steve Anderson’s international 

management consulting firm 

is deeply involved in Spain and 

the programs in Australia and 

the U.S. are being replicated in 

Singapore and Israel this year. 

At Reunion, we attended the 

lovely Service of Remem-

brance in the Chapel for all 

Laurentians who had died 

since the last Reunion. I was 

truly surprised to read the 

names of five Classmates who 

have died since January:  

Don Fanning, Gerry Kuryla,  
John “Jack” McCarthy, Martin 

McGrath, and Margaret 
Wagaman. Deepest sympathy 

to their family and friends. 

Condolences as well to 

Cinnie Baldwin Luscombe 
– her daughter lost a 4-year 

battle with cancer.

Several of you had recently 

been in touch with 

Don Fanning. Ted Ingersoll 

reconnected with his fresh-

man roommate and co-SLU 

hockey announcer. Ted asks, 

“Does anyone remember how 

he could deliver those Shelley 

Berman comedy routines 

virtually word for word?” 

If you are not receiving my 

e-mails about Class news/up-

dates and would like to, please 

let me know – hulitpaul@
comcast.net.

My thanks to each of you 

who have kept in touch and 

contributed to our Class 

Notes column over these past 

55 years. I have so enjoyed 

putting it together. My mother 

would have said that I have “a 

position, not a job”—and she is 

so right!

Send That News In!
Have news and photos to share?  
Send to your class reporter. Don’t know 
how to contact your class reporter? 
Visit alumni.stlawu.edu/classnotes. 

All-class reunion parade winner of The Hervey Cup “Best in Show” was 

Class of 1961!  Left to right: James Finke ’61, Herman Hagedorn ’61, 
Mark Harran ’61, Carole Sperzel Clark ’61, Ken Shilkret ’61, Chico 
Kieswetter ’61, Tim Stritter ’61 and Hulit Pressley Taylor ’61. 

91420_SLU_MagazineFall2016_CC2015.indd   41 9/16/16   10:34 AM

http://execunet.com/general-avi-
http://comcast.net/
http://alumni.stlawu.edu/classnotes
creo




42

CLASS NOTES

96, a great joy, as well as for 

two teenagers. At present, he 

is looking forward to anoth-

er trip to India. He enjoys 

India’s sites, meditation and 

Panchakarma rejuvenation oil 

massages. Bill has not been to 

SLU and Canton in “too many 

years” and looks forward to 

seeing classmates next June!

Bob and Carol Chur spend 

time at their Camp in the Ad-

irondacks and have property 

in Sarasota, Florida. Bob sug-

gests a Class of ‘62 get togeth-

er sometime in March 2017 in 

the Sarasota/Bradenton, Fla. 

Area. Is there and organizer to 

take him up on his suggestion? 

Bob is also planning to attend 

our 55th Reunion in June!

 

Paul and Patty Levi spent an-

other spring this year in Spain 

teaching and studying 

Spanish. Paul still teaches at 

Tufts and Harvard during the 

spring, summer and early fall. 

Paul is a director of the 

American Board of 

Periodontology that met in 

Dallas in May, in San Diego in 

September and will meet next 

February in Scottsdale (more 

shrimp on the barbie)! Paul 

mentors SLU students who are 

interested in dentistry. 

George and D.D. Cushman 
Harrington moved to Ken-

nebunk, Maine in April and 

now have a “huge commute” 

to enjoy the beach house in 

Kennebunk Beach! Downsiz-

ing from their Massachusetts 

home for 48 years, they were 

grateful for all the relatives 

who loved their furniture and 

“stuff”! “It is great to find good 

places for interesting and 

historical items.” 

D.D. notes that Pat Dunican 
Iris still fits into her SLU 

blazer! She also reports that 

Pat Chester Burd’s daughter, 

Lauren Burd Wakeland ’06, 

and son-in-law Hunter will 

be bringing a “chip” or 

West Pointer to the beach 

this summer. 

age. She said, “I love where I 

live, and being here has made 

the transition to widowhood 

easier.” On behalf of our class, I 

extend our warmest condo-

lences to you, Ellie!

Mike Kitay apparently doesn’t 

know how to relax in his 

mid-seventies! He is working 

part time as the vice presi-

dent and general counsel of 

a non-profit organization that 

does child-centered communi-

ty development in poor coun-

tries. He retired from USAID 

in 2003 and retired as general 

counsel for an international 

consulting in 2014. He and his 

wife recently returned from a 

nine-day hiking trip in Tuscany. 

One of the few “townies” in 

our class Mike says he misses 

his childhood life in Canton!

Jim and Peg LaRock ’63 

Blanchard have been back 

on campus this past year. 

They attended a great niece’s 

wedding last July in the newly 

repaired chapel. hey spent 

time with our classmate Arlie 
Parker who was related to 

the groom. The Blanchard’s 

keep in touch with Willoughby 
“Bill” Richardson and expect 

to see him in Wisconsin later 

this year. Bill is constantly on 

the road in his mobile home 

and is expected here in Ari-

zona around November. We’ll 

throw some shrimp on the 

barbie for you Bill!

Bill Leed reports he is still legal 

guardian for now two elderly 

gentlemen, one 95 the other 

1962
Steve Wahl 
7899 E. Soaring Eagle

Scottsdale, AZ 85266

480-575-5300

slubadger@cox.net
Next Reunion: 55th, 
June 1-4, 2017

Lydia Pallme Priest, her 

daughter Nora and grandson 

Josh visited Vivien Gardner 

Hannon ’43, wife of Lydia’s 

cousin John Hannon ’44 and 

their daughter, Betsy at Vivi-

en’s new residence in Ipswich, 

Mass. 

Sue Skiles Gill says “busy 

times”! She just completed 

her 26th season singing with 

The Master Chorale of Tampa 

Bay and The Florida Orches-

tra. She is also singing with 

a trio, Sweet Company, who 

were singing The National 

Anthem at Bright House Field 

in Clearwater several times this 

past summer. This past winter 

she performed as Annie in 

“Calendar Girls”, a play by the 

“Golden Girls” writers. “Retire-

ment could not be more fun!”

Eleanor Richardson Doyle’s 

husband Ted took ill and was 

hospitalized in Sarasota where 

he passed away in May 2016. 

They had sold their home 

of more than 40 years and 

moved to a nearby indepen-

dent living facility in Water-

vliet, N.Y. Ellie’s note led me 

to believe she is handling this 

tragedy with grace and cour-

Barbara Thurston Shilkret ’64, Thelma Ketelsen McNulty ’64, 
Yvonne Garbaccio Robinson ’64 and Janet Allen McFarland ’64 
attended the Honor Guard Dinner and parade during Reunion’16. 

Thelma and Janet were also part of the Laurentian Singers  

activities and Saturday night concert in the restored chapel. 

D.D. even did some business 

with Sandy Brown Lepore 

and really enjoyed catching up 

with her life in the Newburyp-

ort area. Sandy tells us she just 

returned from a trip to Iceland 

with Sheila Caulley Hill ’64.

Kate Griffin was featured in an 

article in the May 17 issue of 

the New York Times. The 

article led off with Kate’s 

lifelong connection to the 

Thousand Islands, “When Kate 

Griffin was an adventurous 

collegian she and a half-dozen 

friends spirited by boat across 

the waters of the St. Lawrence 

River to the small island dom-

inated by Boldt Castle.” The 

article has a nice plug to Kate’s 

Bed and Breakfast, The Jacob 

Brewster House, in Sacketts 

Harbor. Next time Vivian and 

I travel to Canton we may 

join you - so you can throw a 

shrimp (or lake trout) on the 

barbie for us!

Anyone who is not still 

working should plan to join

us for some Canton nostalgia 

in June!

1963
Leah Kollmer Puzzo
135 Hillcrest Avenue

Leonia, NJ 07605

201-461-7052 (home)

201-321-5519 (cell)

lkpuzzo@msn.com 
Next Reunion: 55th, 2018

Tony and I went to visit the 

traveling Vietnam Memorial in 

our local county park. I found 

Walter “Terry” Forbes’ name 

and thought of Ken Gross. 

They were good friends from 

home (Miss Crowley’s Nursery) 

and St. Lawrence. Ken said 

he has visited Terry’s grave in 

Arlington. Ken was in Vietnam 

in 1968 (the year after Terry 

was shot down) and keeps in 

touch with some of the fellows 

he served with—sadly, several 

others are also on The Wall.
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Ken included a photo of 

himself, George Wiltse ’65 

and Chris Kapp on the 1963 

lacrosse team. Congratulations 

to the current SLU lacrosse 

team making it to the final four!

KB Whitney Inglee has 

published a book, The Case 
Book of Emily Lawrence, with 

Wildside Press. It is an episodic 

novel following a female de-

tective in an age when women 

of her class and education did 

not work outside the home. KB 

graduated from St. Lawrence 

Theological School in 1965.

Karen Allred Quinn and 

her husband, Jim, spent a 

delightful time in London in 

May. They had a chance to visit 

with Kate Buckton Russell on 

three separate days she came 

to London to visit the British 

Museum, the Tate Modern 

Museum and to lunch at the 

Special Air Service Club prior 

to Kate’s tea with the Queen!

1964
Sherry Gage Chappelle
800 Bayard Avenue

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971

302-226-1594

brucesher20@comcast.net
Next Reunion: 55th, 2019

The class of ’64 has been “on 

the road again” in interesting 

and unusual ways. Leigh Berry 
and Tom Coburn, for example, 

spent this past spring working 

with the University of Virginia’s 

Semester at Sea. Five hundred 

and fifty students from more 

than 200 colleges and uni-

versities learn aboard a 550- 

foot ship. Leigh coordinated 

college students and the adult 

learners, as well as arranged 

programs and lectures.

Eugenia Anderson-Ellis and 

Howard went to sub-Saharan 

Africa and “lived off the grid” 

for three weeks. No social 

media. No pictures sent home. 

Instead they focused on seeing 

Zimbabwe, Botswana and 

South Africa from a variety of 

forms of transportation includ-

ing Jeep and small river boat.

Rick Wilkins and his wife, DJ, 

spent a month in London. 

They love to settle into a city 

and find a strong sense of 

neighborhood, culture, and life 

lived beyond that of a tourist. 

London follows similar adven-

tures in Paris and Rome.

Abbie Woolsey Rowley had 

rotator cuff surgery in May, 

the result of 65 years of tennis 

and paddle tennis. She and 

her husband are both active 

volunteers, co-chairing the 

Annual Fund for the Chester 

Charter School for the Arts in 

Pennsylvania. They spent the 

summer at their home in Small 

Point, Maine. 

Bob Gardner continues to be 

the connector for so many 

classmates as he and they 

migrate up and down the east 

coast. This spring he lunched 

with Tom Burke and Durk 
Lawson. Bob traveled up to 

Maine to visit Ron Blake ’65, 

as well. 

Once again, I am sad to report 

deaths affecting our class. 

Pam Webber Whedon’s ’64n 

husband, Tom passed away 

in March. Ginnie Wolfe’s 

husband, Larry, died after 

“forty-five years of marriage, 

two wonderful kids and three 

perfect grandchildren.” Ginnie 

still works part time at iHeart 

Media and volunteers for the 

charity Feed More in the Rich-

mond, Va. area. Both Ginnie 

and Pam have commented 

on how important their net-

work of classmates has been 

helping them through this 

rough time.

Our strength depends on our 

continuing to connect with 

each other. Please help me 

with that ongoing effort – 

write, email, call – and when 

you are at the beautiful Dela-

ware beaches, come to visit.

President Fox 

congratulates 

the 35th Reunion 

chairs (Classes 

of 1980, 1981 and 

1982) on winning 

the Saints Class 

Gift Award, 

presented to the 

class or cluster 

with the largest 

total Reunion gift.

The Class of 1961 won 

the Hervey Cup this 

year thanks to their 

Wizard of Oz theme 

for the Alumni Pa-

rade! The movie was 

released in 1939—the 

year many of them 

were born.  

President Fox and Alumni Association 

President Ed Forbes '02 pose with the 

University Citation award winners Hulit 

Pressley Taylor ’61, Barbara Gulbrandsen 

Hennessy ’73, Anne McGrath McManus 

’75, and Christopher Spitzmiller ’94; the 

Sol Feinstone Award for Humanitarian 

Service recipient Thomas Sy ’82; and 

Manley Society Achievement Award 

winner F. Richard ‘Rick’ Beyer ’66.
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1965
Jane Petrie Davis
P.O. Box 730

92 Coventry Lane

Manchester Center, VT 05255

802-362-3621

jphteam@comcast.net
Next Reunion: 55th, 2020

Jon and Judith Pape Edwards 

report their seventh grandchild 

was born—the first to be a 

girl! Their granddaughter, Ava 

Joyce was named after Joyce 

Randall Edwards ’38. After a 

busy three weeks of helping 

with the new baby and toddler 

sibling, they are going to relax 

on a two-week Panama 

Canal cruise! 

In June, I attended the 70th 

Laurentian Singer’s reunion. It 

was a wonderful experience 

singing with this group. There 

were six of us from the 60s 

and we each had a great time 

reminiscing and catching up. 

 

I chatted with Jim Estes at the 

all-class picnic; he and his wife, 

Evelyn Hout ’67 are at their 

summer home in Alexandria 

Bay. Joan Keene Smith was 

also at the reunion. 

 

This year the class gifts 

totaled nearly $26 million 

with the 40th reunion class 

raising nearly $20 million of 

that figure! 

 

Sadly, I received news of the 

passing of Jean Briggs on May 

26. Look for details in the In 

Memory section.

 

Doug Hartford had a great 

time sharing SLU memories 

with Sara Heitshu and Tom 

Ham this past spring 

in Tucson, Ariz. 

 

1966
Jim Michaelson
22 Gouverneur Street

Canton, NY 13617

315-386-5250

jmichaelson@twcny.rr.com
Next Reunion: 55th, 2021

“In duplicate bridge there 
is an option called STOP/ 
ALERT…this is to draw atten-
tion to the next move.”

Well, Stevie and I are playing 

the STOP/ALERT cards at this 

time to let you know that Ray 

Silverman has volunteered to 

be our next class reporter.”

We report that the 50th re-

union was a huge success with 

over 50 classmates returning 

to reconnect and connect 

anew! A common comment 

was “I wish I had known him 

or her before;” or, with the 

beautiful class book in hand, 

hopefully, “people will continue 

to connect in small groups in 

their home regions or vacation 

locations.” 

Our class also did itself proud 

by breaking our last reunion 

attendance; by contributing 

the most monies to the Fund 

Development drive (and, with 

our highest participation level 

ever); having a “senior” team 

place second in the Athletic 

Department golf tournament 

on Friday; and, we even came 

in third in the Alumni Parade 

(I think it was the sunglasses…

but, Bill Bruett thought it was 

a set up!).

Highlights: Pete Henry’s 

presentation of the Vietnam 

War era and related issues; 

St. Lawrence’s’ recognition 

(with a reception) of our 

classmates who were the 

first group to travel abroad 

when they went with Dr. 

Carlisle and the Junior Year 

Abroad Program to France; 

the 70th celebration of the 

Laurentians singers following 

the Honor Guard Dinner; the 

“surprise” visit from our good 

friend Dave Ross ’67 (who 

traveled down from above 

Montreal with wife Monic) to 

Help us make your reunion 
the best one yet!

   • Making your gift today! 
      Gifts of any size count equally 
      toward your class participation 

      goal.alumni.stlawu.edu/givingoptions

   • Volunteering to help!
       More than 150 alumni volunteered 

to help our 2016 Reunion Weekend 
and made it a huge success.  Learn 
how to become a reunion volunteer:

       alumni.stlawu.edu/volunteering

Celebrate your class by:

June 2-5, 2017

2017

2017

June 2-5, 2017

Class of 1966 show their 

Laurentian spirit in the 

Reunion 2016 parade 

(right) while alumni, 

family, faculty and staff 

participate in the annual 

5K Run (below).
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see and connect with former 

classmates (thanks to the 

persistence of Mike Savage); 

and, of course, the honoring of 

Rick Beyer with the G. Atwood 

Manley Award at Gunnison 

Chapel following the parade…

and, then too, at the special 

Society Luncheon held in the 

Sullivan Center in Rick’s honor.

 

Rick spoke of his journey to 

St. Lawrence; his affection 

for SLU classmates and SLU 

professors and their teach-

ings. Rick, in recognizing St. 

Lawrence’s commitment to 

diversity and inclusion, praised 

President Fox for his initiative 

of inclusiveness and, because 

of this historic move, Rick 

has committed himself and 

his funds to see that such 

programs are encouraged 

and supported NOW, while 

he can see and make a direct 

impact and difference. He 

quoted Owen D. Young saying, 

“Laurentians will seek to find 

common ground or, at least, 

strive together to understand 

our differences. We believe 

that students, faculty, and staff 

from a variety of backgrounds, 

experiences, identities, and 

heritages, when working 

together are more likely to 

produce the leaders our 

society needs.” Congratula-

tions and thank you for your 

courage, initiative, and for 

your leadership and loyalty 

to St. Lawrence.

With this, Stevie and I will sign 

off with a thank you to all! 

And, with your new class 

book in hand you can stay in 

touch with one and all…

especially Ray!

1967
Meg Smith Eisenbraun
4460 Norris Lane

Oak Harbor, WA 98277

360-682-2345

eisenbraunwe2@comcast.net
Next Reunion: 50th, 
June 1-4, 2017

Regrettably, I must pass on the 

news of the death of classmate 

George B. “Sandy” Gordon. 

Sandy was born in Missouri 

and grew up in Connecticut, 

where he learned to love 

sailing the Atlantic waters in 

the family sailboat. After 

leaving St. Lawrence with a 

B.S. in Sociology, he received 

his Juris Doctorate from the 

University Of Alabama School 

Of Law in 1974. He was a re-

tired Captain of the U.S. Army 

and a veteran of the Viet Nam 

War, receiving the Purple Heart 

and Bronze Star with “V” for 

Valor for his service.

 

On a happy note, I saw photos 

on Facebook of Mike Seider 
escorting his lovely daughter 

down the aisle and enjoying 

their father-daughter dance. 

Mike, please tell us more. You 

looked very handsome in your 

dress uniform!

In addition to writing prose 

and poetry, Thomas Randall is 

exploring other creative paths, 

taking art lessons and trying 

out gouache and pencil and 

other media. 

 

Joan Friedlander Hurley and 

her husband Jack are impos-

sible to keep up with rafting, 

horseback riding, zip lining and 

ocean outrigger paddling on 

an outdoor adventure trip to 

Costa Rica and taking nature 

walks and boat rides for animal 

and bird viewing. 

 

Charla Davidson Jennings and 

I, along with a group of friends, 

took Mediterranean cruise. Fol-

lowing the cruise, the two of 

us went from Rome to Naples, 

Italy, to visit Italian friends from 

the 1970s when we were both 

stationed there with the Navy. 

1968
Anne Lauriat
6 Bishops Forest Drive

Waltham, MA 02454

617-484-6841

lauriat@aol.com 
Next Reunion: 50th, 2018

Charles “Buck” Schottland 
recently filled me in on his 

life. After his divorce, he left 

Rochester, N.Y. and moved to 

Florida in 2003. He married 

Dr. Geri Manning in 2009 and 

lived in Fort Lauderdale before 

moving to Ocean Reef, Key 

Largo. They spend much of 

their year in Park City, Utah 

where they have a house. 

Christine Tassone Kovner ’68n 

writes of fellow classmate Pat 

Cervini Vivian ’68n is working 

as an organizational consul-

tant in Seattle. She got into 

crocheting as a sideline during 

hip replacement recovery and 

now sells her creations on Etsy 

at “BizBitsCrochet4Kidz.” Her 

life partner, Ginger, studies 

penguins in Patagonia, and 

they recently traveled to South 

Africa and Namibia. 

Dominic D’Angelo and his wife 

recently enjoyed a cruise to 

Alaska, a trip to New York City 

and a river cruise from Amster-

dam to Budapest. Even at 74, 

with his heart pacer, Dominic 

has not slowed down—play-

ing tennis, scuba diving and 

fishing in Florida. 

Another traveler, Chuck 
Wilcox, reported that he and 

wife Joan took an ocean cruise 

with included St. Petersburg. 

Chuck has retired from his 

law practice in Troy, N.Y. and 

spends winters in South Car-

olina and summers on Glass 

Lake. This fall Chuck hopes to 

have a mini-reunion with the 

old Abbott Hall residents. Send 

a picture!

Jane DeForge Marsh and 

husband Stuart, have retired 

and plan to spend more time 

at their house in Quechee, Vt. 

while keeping family ties to 

Greenwich, Conn. and Boston. 

They will also continue to sum-

mer Martha’s Vineyard. 

Ann Todhunter Brode has a 

blog on Huffington Post. You 

can visit her website www.
BodyWisdomforLife.com.

1969
Patti Black Giltner
16 Pellett Street

Norwich, NY 13815

607-336-1202

pattigil@roadrunner.com
Next Reunion: 50th, 2019

Joan Hoenow has retired and 

lives with her husband Greg-

ory Tseytin in San Jose. She 

recently travelled to Austin 

for her daughter wedding at 

Lake Travis. She keeps busy 

memberships in Penninsula 

Wearable Art Guild, the local 

Association for Computing 

Machinery, political causes, 

book club, and building things 

at the local Tech Shop. Joan 

had a cornea transplant last 

year after an eye injury left her 

with almost no vision in one 

eye. While sidelined, she took 

up spinning wool and contin-

Tom Ham ’65, Sarah Heitshu’65 and Doug Hartford ’65 gathered 

for dinner in Tucson, Ariz. to share SLU memories.
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Ontario, Canada, having fun 

with friends and grandchildren. 

They spend the winter months 

in Florida. Life is good.

Suzanne Leip Collins contin-

ues to stay connected with 

many of her SLU junior year 

abroad France friends. 

Arnie Edelberg completed his 

“Around Australia” motorcycle 

trip with son Michael. After a 

full year on the road, Arnie was 

glad to be home in his new 

home by the beach. 

Peter “Boomer” Brennan will 

be visiting Arnie this winter 

(his summer).

Not to be outdone with scenic 

views, Geoff Johnston has 

posted breathtaking photos of 

Pebble Beach Golf Course on 

Facebook. My usual comment 

to Geoff is: “You’re killing me.” 

Geoff is obviously enjoying his 

return to the west coast and 

his caddie career.

In the “I’m Really Loving This 

Grandchild Gig” department, 

Bob Victor played a duet with 

his grandson Benjamin at 

Ben’s spring piano recital. 

Steve Hill wrote, “Ramona and 

I are well and enjoying retired 

life on Lake Wedowee, Ala.” 

They spend time in Vermont 

for skiing at Stowe, head 

north in July to their camp 

on Norton Pond, Vt. Steve is 

a member of the volunteer 

Fire Department in Wedowee. 

Ramona and Steve planned 

a Rhine/Danube cruise in 

August.

Craig Sears also wrote about 

the birth of his first grand-

daughter and the sale of his 

Design/Build Landscape Cor-

poration in Philadelphia which 

he started in 1982. He and wife, 

Carol, are looking forward to 

travel, grand-parenting and 

spending more time tending 

their gardens. Craig hopes to 

eventually return to his native 

New Hampshire, perhaps 

Portsmouth, to be close to 

his children.

1972
Barbarajean Schaefer Blodgett
3152 L Covewood Ct.

Falls Church, VA 22042

315-771-3261 

Barbarajeanious@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 45th, 2018 
(cluster with ’73, ’74)

If memory serves me, this is 

the first time I have written 

a class column without the 

assistance, guidance and en-

couragement of Neal Burdick. 
Neal has been the editor of 

this spectacular magazine for 

39 years, and I will miss him 

dearly. In short, he poured 

his North Country soul into 

his work; his love for his alma 

mater showed in Every. Single. 

Page. I will miss him because 

between the two of us, we 

knew almost every person in 

our class. How fortunate for 

me to have him research and 

edit the column to make it 

the very best it could be. Of 

course, Neal did this for all the 

classes, but I’d like to think 

there was a special place in 

his heart for ours! Neal and his 

wife, Barbara, are looking for-

ward to traveling and spending 

time with their grown children 

and grandchildren. Thank you 

Neal for making us all look 

good!

Earl “Steamboat” McElfresh 

sent news that son, John is 

working at Brooks Brothers, 

NYC; son Reed is in his second 

year at University of Buffalo 

Medical School; and daugh-

ter Diana working at The Hill 
newspaper in D.C., “with a 

paid (thank the Lord) 

summer internship. She’s at 

St. Bonaventure University. I 

believe Steamboat might be 

the last of our class to still 

have children in college.

Mike and Anna Flanigan 
placed a “loonie bet” with me 

on the NHL playoffs. I owe 

them. In the meantime, they 

spent the summer on their 

beautiful lakefront property in 

Tom Saddlemire sported a 

new custom second set of 

scarlet skis emblazoned with 

“St Lawrence,” and “SLU Snow 

Bowl” at the seventh-annual 

Vail mini-class reunion dinner 

hosted by Heidi Pfeilsticker 
and her husband, Jack. 

Wendy Van Romer Dunster, 
John Finley, Al and Sue Gem-
berling Olszewski and Connie 
Saddlemire joined in the fun. 

Ron Hayden and Rick Lajeskie 
continue to find unique ways 

of spending their wealth of 

free time. They once again 

volunteered at the Heritage 

Golf Classic in Hilton Head, S.C. 

I understand free golf was part 

of the draw. 

Located on the West Coast 

for many year, Andy Kaye 
plans on using many frequent 

flyer miles to visit his twins 

attending Villanova and Florida 

State. 

The Clinton Historical Society 

presented Les and Nan 

LaBrecque its Award of 

Merit to honor those who have 

made a significant contribu-

tion. During the past year, the 

Labrecques organized the 

extensive map collection 

housed at the historical 

society and is available for 

public viewing. 

1971
For information about 
becoming a reporter for this 
class, please contact Anna 
Barnard, 315-229-5585 or 
abarnard@stlawu.edu, or 
Joe Keniston ’05 M’07, 
315-229-1858 or 
jkeniston@stlawu.edu.
Next Reunion: 50th, 2021

ues to spin and knit including 

hats that were distributed at 

Greek refugee camps.

Nancy Timmerman Landry 
had a recent visit from Judy 
Frear Thorpe and her hus-

band, Bill, who live near the 

Landrys. Nancy and her hus-

band, Larry, had recently gone 

to the Thorpes’ for dinner with 

John and Coralie Tallman ’68 
Hoffman who winter 

in Beaufort.

It took a year, but I finally 

got our yearbook copied over 

for Norm Cyr who lives in 

Oakville, Ontario. I’m trying 

to convince him to come to 

our 50th reunion. 

Lastly, sad news. Ned Fox 
called a few weeks ago to let 

me know that Roger Lehman 
passed away. Ned and Roger 

went to high school together. 

Our condolences go out to 

his family.

1970
Dennis Szymanski
915 Hillwood Ave. 

Falls Church, VA 22042 

703-534-1253

dennis.szymanski@gmail.com 
Next Reunion: 50th, 2020

Heidi Hansen gave me the 

“heads up” that Ron Thomson 
and Dave Murray have joined 

her and Jan Hunt Williams on 

the Alumni Executive Council. 

She also wrote that she’s been 

conducting Excel tutorials for 

the NYC Semester students 

before they start their intern-

ships and that “these students 

are fantastic.” 

On her last day in office, 

Greencastle, Ind., Mayor, Susan 

Virtanen Murray ’71, swore in 

new At-Large Councilman, 

Dave Murray. Talk about suc-

cession planning! 
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have been wintering in Puerto 

Rico where they have a spin 

studio (no walls, and palm 

trees for a ceiling) overlook-

ing the ocean. They return 

to Montauk, N.Y., during the 

summer months where he is 

lifeguarding, albeit ocean cer-

tifications are becoming quite 

challenging! They will make 

their new 40-foot trawler into 

their northern home to travel 

up the Hudson, over to the 

Great Lakes, then down the 

Mississippi to the Gulf. 

Gordon Hartley is currently 

living in Wayne, N.J. He plans 

to continue to work as long as 

his wife, Sharon, does. They 

plan to retire at their summer 

house on Nantucket. Gordon 

works at Marotta in the Oper-

ations Division and is respon-

sible for managing their space 

business. He and Sharon have 

been married for 38 years and 

have two sons. 

I have a busy summer planned 

including attending a Kappa 

Delta Sigma reunion in August 

and hope to have more news 

for the next issue.

1974
Sandra Ciccone Wagner
13030 Walking Path Place

San Diego, CA 92130

858-354-5463

swagner@wagnerimmigra-
tionlaw.com 
Next Reunion: 45th, 2018 
(cluster with ’72, ’73) 

1975
Carol Owen
12 Lake Village Drive

Durham, NC 27713

919-544-2121 (evenings)

carol.owen@hotmail.com 
Next Reunion: 45th, 2020

Congratulations to Charles 

“Chip” Aquadro who was 

named a Stephen H. Weiss 

Presidential Fellowship at Cor-

nell University, in recognition 

of outstanding teaching and 

mentoring of undergraduate 

students. A faculty member at 

Cornell since 1985, Chip is the 

Charles A. Alexander Professor 

of Biological Sciences in the 

College of Arts and Sciences 

This year’s Belmont Stakes 

were particularly exciting for 

Lynne Barnes Leahy and her 

husband Richard. Fourth place 

finisher “Governor Malibu,” was 

the offspring of their horse 

“Akalina” (sire is Malibu Moon). 

Surely Lynne and Richard had 

much to celebrate with this 

encouraging run.

I continue to enjoy living in 

Falls Church, Va., where I 

volunteer at my church thrift 

shop, help in the care of my 

90-year-old mother who is in 

a nearby assisted living facility, 

and enjoy being “BeeGee” 

(Best Grandma) to my three 

precious grandsons. Look for 

me on Facebook and message 

me with YOUR news!

1973
Linda Tirelli Herrmann
60 Crosman Avenue

Swampscott, MA 01907

914-656-7471

classof73SLU@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 45th, 2018 
(cluster with ’72, ’74)

I’ve heard from several long-

lost classmates and actually 

have news to report! (That’s a 

thinly-veiled reminder for the 

rest of you who have not been 

sending in updates.)

Isabel Peterson Silver retired 

in January from the University 

of Florida library administra-

tion, ending a stellar career 

that began in the mid-1970s 

in Richmond, Va. Her tennis 

and golf performances are 

benefitting from retirement. 

Meanwhile husband Chris 
Silver is wrapping up ten 

years as Dean of the College 

of Design, Construction and 

Planning at UF, and continues 

to be engaged in Indonesia, 

where he did three separate 

Fulbrights. Attending the 2018 

reunion is on the calendar. 

They stay connected with 

good friends Bob ’72 and Eliz-

abeth Gebhard’72 Burton. 

For the past 10 years, John 
McGeehan and his wife Kathy 

and the Director of the Cornell 

Center for Comparative and 

Population Genomics. Chip has 

also been a recipient of the 

college’s Russell Distinguished 

Teaching Award. He also 

received an honorary degree 

from St. Lawrence in May.

Please be in touch! 

1976
Mary Izant
20101 North Park Blvd., #1

Shaker Heights, OH 44118

216-363-6417

mizantslu1976classnews@
gmail.com
Next Reunion: 45th, 2021

WOW, what a wonderful re-

union. Our class had the highest 

number of attendees than any 

other 40th reunion class EVER! 

I can’t list every name here, so 

check out the SLU web site 

alumni.stlawu.edu/Reunion-

2016Attendees. 

Ric Caric writes, “While I was 

at SLU, I was Ric Northrup 

but changed my name to Ric 

N. Caric in 1995 after our first 

daughter Katy was born. I’m 

teaching at Morehead State 

University in Kentucky and 

have been here for 26 years 

now.” Despite being overly crit-

ical of administrators, it looks 

like he will survive and get 

through the final year before 

full retirement. 

Nancy Krusell and Allie Wood 
were sad to miss reunion due 

to various medical interven-

tions but hope to be better 

and able to navigate more and 

longer trails when they spend 

a year in the UK beginning in 

September. Allie has accepted 

a position to help introduce 

physician assistants (PAs) 

to England at a hospital in 

Warrington, east of Liverpool. 

Nancy continues to work with 

fiber arts, making hooked wall 

hangings, which she looks for-

ward to doing with UK yarns. 

  On April 21, 2016, Tricia Nash ’74 and Chuck Gomer ’73 

were honored as the 2015 Glendora, California Citizens of 

the Year by the Glendora Chamber of Commerce. Tricia 

and Chuck are the recipients of numerous community 

service awards: the 2015 Gene Beckwith Humanitarian 

Award, the 2013 Glendora Hometown Hero Award from 

the Los Angeles County Fair, and the Glendora PTA 

Honorary Service, Continuing Service and Child Advocate 

Awards among others. This past year, along with their 

daughters, they were also selected as the Southern Cali-

fornia Kiwanis Family of the Year.

Tricia Nash ’74 and Chuck Gomer ’73
Citizens of the Year
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Chris Anderson commented, 

“Whew...40 years! It’s hard to 

believe that the last time I saw 

most of my friends at SLU we 

were only 20 or 21 years old! 

After graduation (only a day 

or two later, actually) I started 

studies at the Rensselaer Poly-

technic Institute School of Ar-

chitecture, graduated in 1979 

and worked as an architect for 

the next 33 years. Got married, 

had kids, as most of us proba-

bly did; and in 1998 relocated 

with my family from Troy, N.Y., 

to Tucson, Ariz., where I am 

today. God is good and life is 

good, although it’s really hot in 

Tucson for a northern boy!”

John Mazuzan’s second son 

Zachary ’20 who graduates 

from Burlington High School 

this June, will be attending 

SLU in the fall with an interest 

in the PCA major. Alex ’18 is 

a junior who has declared 

international economics with 

a Spanish focus. “I never could 

have imagined two sons at 

SLU all those years ago at 

our graduation.”

Kathy McInerney Olney re-

ports, “I’m still teaching at our 

high school in Rome, N.Y., and I 

really enjoyed talking to 

Amy Mellencamp and John 
Mazuzan at our reunion. It’s 

fun to imagine them at the 

same high school in Burling-

ton, with Amy as the principal.” 

With an empty nest, Kathy 

with husband Joe moved to 

a smaller home, and spent 

the summer finishing house 

renovations. 

One of our far flung class-

mates, Barbara DeGraff wrote, 

“I am a happy ‘transplant’ 

in Sydney, Australia, having 

lived here over half my life. 

Nonetheless I love seeing SLU 

friends when I get home – or 

when they come to visit.” 

Paula Belknap said, “Going 

back all the way to 1976 brings 

me a few memories. I was in  

full hippy mode wearing peas-

ant blouses and flip flops from 

one end of campus to the 

other. Animals kept me com-

pany, my big black and white 

Great Dane and little white 

The Alumni Executive Council, starting its 2016-18 term, is taking a fresh look at its priorities 

and at the way the 40-member corps of Laurentian volunteers is organized.

  This spring, stewardship of the Council transitioned from Lisa M. Cania M’82, Vice President 

for Community and Employee Relations, to Kimberly Robinson Hissong ’94, Associate Vice 

President for Advancement. 

  We are deeply grateful for Lisa’s 18 years of leadership and devotion to our good work, but 

are also looking forward to working with Kim, whom we have long enjoyed a highly collegial 

and productive relationship. The Council’s new alignment with St. Lawrence’s Advancement 

and Laurentian Engagement staff presents abundant opportunities for the Council to widen 

its impact on the student and alumni communities at St. Lawrence.

  To that end, the officers for this term have tasked a special working group to create a new 

mission for the Council, which has always worked to serve St. Lawrence and to engage 

alumni. This team, to be led by Mark Taylor ’75 and Amy Pollard Faulkner ’81, will develop a 

statement we hope to adopt this fall. Once our mission has been established, we will begin 

work on new sets of goals and objectives. 

  In the meantime, we are continuing to work toward major strategic goals adopted in 2014:

  We are in the process of expanding our membership from 35 to 50 people. That expan-

sion will allow us to grow our corps of engagement, particularly among younger alumni, 

who will have larger representation on the Council. 

  We continue to raise funds to support the Alumni Executive Council Endowment for 

Internships and Experiential Learning. This endowment, created to celebrate the Council’s 

2015 centennial, as a $250,000 goal. We have realized pledges in excess of $180,000 and 

will continue to fundraise until 2018. The Endowment was also supported by the Class of 

2016, which directed its senior gift to the fund and the Senior Parent Initiative. 

  Our standing committees—Advancement and Engagement, Finance and Resources, 

Student Services and Recruitment and Membership and Honors — are also beginning their 

work for the new term and are working to focus their work, working to boost alumni en-

gagement, conduct fundraising for Council’s projects, to expand the scope of the Lauren-

tian network among students and alumni, to recognize alumni achievement and to recruit 

new members for the Council. 

  Joining me in the leadership this term are:

 William W. Cowan ’86, Vice President

 Neil Chatterjee ’99, Secretary

   Susan Eichman North ’76, Treasurer and chair, Finance and Resources Committee

  Our committee chairs are:

 Chelsea Nuffer Lloyd ’10, Advancement and Engagement

 Cortney E.V. Terrillion ’99, Student Services and Recruitment

 Lori Strauss Bantz ’67, Membership and Honors

  As ever, we welcome your input, your questions and your concerns. Please feel free to 

write to me at ed.forbes02@gmail.com and thank you in advance for your support of the 

Council and for your support of the University we all cherish. 

—Ed Forbes ’02
President, Alumni Association / Alumni Executive Council

Follow the Alumni Association: facebook.com/SLUAlumniAssoc.

Your Alumni Council
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October 9-11

rat. Okay I bet a few of you do 

remember me....little bit weird 

right. I turned that passion into 

becoming a veterinarian and 

have my own successful vet-

erinary practice, Cannondale 

Animal Clinic, in Wilton Conn.”

Deb Kerr Cox reunited in New 

York City with Meredith Miller 

and Bart Harris, and Joe Keiser 

’74, Paul Prass ’74, Francis 

“Gerry ’74, Lauro ’74 and Rich-

ard Elton ’74. Deb has three 

children with her late husband 

David Cox, and is currently 

working on a lifelong dream of 

writing a book, thankful for life 

and the blessings of each day.

Daniel Kurtz is the chair of 

biology at Utica College and 

teaches a course on the neuro-

biology of fear with Dr. David 

Hornung in Copenhagen, Den-

mark. Daniel and his wife are 

designing and building a cabin 

in the Northeast Kingdom in 

Vermont as a retirement home 

along with a southern retire-

ment home being built 

in Tennessee.

1977
Bonnie Steuart 
9823 Fosbak Drive

Vienna, VA 22182

703-281-2281

bonnie.steuart@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 40th, 2017

Wendy Anderson Mittle-
fehldt and husband David 

announce the recent births of 

two Charlotte Kay Sinkinson 

and William Bowen Borgeson. 

Congratulations! See Future 

Laurentians.

1978
Joel Collamer
29 Hassake Road

Old Greenwich, CT 06870

203-698-0677 (home) 

203-820-4523 (cell) 

joel.collamer@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 40th, 2018

Derrick Pitts, chief astronomer 

and director of the Fels Plane-

tarium at the Franklin Institute 

in Philadelphia received an 

honorary Doctor of Science 

degree from Rowan Univer-

sity’s (Glassboro, N.J.) in May. 

Derrick has hosted award-win-

ning astronomy programs 

for Philadelphia’s public radio 

stations and created astron-

omy television programming 

for PBS. He was also recently 

appointed to the outreach 

advisory board for the world’s 

largest telescope at Mauna 

Kea in Hawaii.

Congratulations to Steve 
Rhoads winner of this year’s 

Uptown! Entertainment 

Alliance (West Chester, Pa.) 

songwriter competition held 

in April. Steve responded with, 

“Thanks to all who encouraged 

me to participate, and to Mark 

Mayfield, with whom I co-

wrote and have been singin’ 

these songs over the years.” 

Kevin Bisaccio, senior vice 

president at NBT Bank of 

Pittsfield, Mass. connect-

ed with Jeff Stone, SVP at 

Kinderhook Bank of Kinder-

hook, N.Y., in April, to discuss 

key macro-economic issues, 

Dr. Vrooman’s theories on 

the Fed, and to conduct joint 

research on opportunities for 

bankers and craft brewers to 

align for mutual benefits. 

Sue Hess, one of the found-

ers of the SLU Women’s Ice 

Hockey Club reconnected 

with other founders/skaters of 

what became today’s Division 

I women’s hockey team. Ruth-

Anne Goldberg ’79, Linda 
Knauerhase Tersegno, Kather-
ine Kretow Eyre, and Carol Hill 

’79 exchanged stories, photos, 

and a deep appreciation of 

their amazing time on the ice, 

and the explosion of women’s 

ice hockey, particularly at SLU. 

Mame McGarrah Bisaccio, 

initiated the reunion, and ran 

into Fran Huntoon ’79, in of all 

places, an airport in Mexico. 

Sue is a Sport Psychologist 

based in Amherst, Mass.

Bruce Carlisle, former KSLU 

hockey announcer, distributed 

Comcast’s West Coast video 

feed of the 2016 Stanley Cup 

Game 5 post game wrap up 

featuring Jamie Baker ‘89 

and then for Game 6 offered, 

“Congratulations to Jacques 

Martin ‘75, assistant coach of 

the Pittsburgh Penguins and 

one of the winningest coaches 

in NHL history. He will finally 

have his name inscribed on the 

Stanley Cup!”

1979
Karen Welsh Collins
5305 Willow Cry Lane, Raleigh 

NC 27613

919-846-6789

karen.w.collins@nc.rr.com
Next Reunion: 40th, 2019

Lots to report this issue. 

Thanks to everyone who 

sent input! 

Dennis Barden is a senior 

partner with an executive 

search firm in Chicago. He 

keeps in touch with Will Cling-
er, Steve Hirschfeld a
nd Grant and Peg Kelsey 
Cornwell and met up with 

Grant and Peggy in 

Winter Park, Fla., where 

Grant is the president of 

Rollins College.

Jeff Rankin, who for the past 

24 years has been direc-

tor of communications for 

Monmouth College in Illinois, 

recently transitioned to a new 

role as editor and historian for 

the college. He and his wife, 

Terri, are enjoying their four 

grandchildren, with a fifth due 

this fall. 

John Crowley ’76 moved to Islamabad, Pakistan, where he is  

pursuing interesting business opportunities. He writes, “Living here 

is quite pleasant and Pakistanis are really nice and friendly; security 

is something to keep in mind but not oppressive.” 

Dr. Thomas Clark ’76 with daughter Molly Clark ’15 met up with 

St. Lawrence professors Marina Llorente and John Collins in Madrid 

after completing El Camino de Santiago in northern Spain.
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Melanie Colman-Jemaly 

reports, “closed on a lovely 

house on the Jersey Shore and 

Superstorm Sandy arrived two 

weeks later! We didn’t have 

too much damage, though, 

because we’re located up in 

the hills.” Melanie introduced 

her husband, Den, to the 

wonderful world of Ice Hockey 

(he’s English!) via the SLU vs. 

Princeton games at Princeton. 

“I hope that he likes downhill 

skiing just as much; we plan on 

a trip this winter!” 

It’s so great to hear from so 

many of you!

1981
Steve Lubrano 
30 Goodfellow Road

Hanover, NH 03755

603-275-5736

Steven.d.lubrano@tuck.dart-
mouth.edu
Next Reunion: 40th, 2021 
(cluster with ’80 ’82)

Dave Miller, Carolyn Streett 
Simpson, Anne Dennison 
Fleming and Amy Pollard 
Faulkner want to thank every-

one on the reunion commit-

tees. Canton is on the road to 

nowhere, but it’s a road worth 

taking - save the date - 40th 

Reunion, June 2021!

Special thanks to Rick Greene 
(great slide show), fun photos 

by Mary Baumunk Blondy. 

Remember Dacre Stoker? He 

graduated SLU as a P.E. and 

education major and he’s been 

playing and coaching tennis 

in South Carolina for the last 

few years. One of his students 

culminated a six-year quest by 

winning the World Champi-

onship in Newport, R.I. over 

a five-day match. How ‘bout 

that? I gave up wrestling at 

SLU because of the demands 

Abby Myers Killey recently 

spent time in London at the 

Royal Anthropological Institute 

of Great Britain and Ireland’s 

major conference entitled 

“Anthropology, Weather and 

Climate Change.” Abby and 

husband, Steve, live on a coop-

erative sheep ranch in Bodega, 

Calif.

Kay Stearns Bruening re-

turned to Syracuse University 

in August from a yearlong 

sabbatical teaching at Qatar 

University in Doha and helping 

them prepare for US accredita-

tion of their nutrition program. 

Kay is the associate professor 

of nutrition science and dietet-

ics and the director of Syra-

cuse University’s new Nutrition 

Assessment, Consultation and 

Education Center.

Another Midwesterner, Chris 
Olsen has retired from the Uni-

versity of Wisconsin-Madison, 

where he was a professor of 

public health in the School of 

Veterinary Medicine since 1995, 

and also served as Associate 

Dean for Academic Affairs in 

the school and Vice Provost of 

the university. He’s still keeping 

busy with professional activi-

ties, including some teaching, 

and continuing work on a 

global health project in Africa.

Kathleen Brown has spent 

time in Botswana, Africa, 

where in her role as Director of 

the University of Utah Reading 

Clinic, she has been training 

educators from through-

out the country in reading 

instruction for out-of-school 

students, ages six to 60. Kath-

leen says, “this opportunity 

comes almost 40 (count ‘em) 

years after my life-changing 

semester in Kenya with the 

SLU program.”

Fran Shields joined his 

lacrosse teammates at Tufts 

to watch the Saint’s men’s 

lacrosse in the NCAA Semi-fi-

nals. Members from the 1979 

team that defeated Hobart in 

the NCAA quarterfinals includ-

ing Bill Simunek, Ken “Crazy 
Legs” Noble, Tim Durkin, and 

John Carpenter ‘81. They were 

joined Chris Coyle ‘78 and 

Steve “Sieve” Shields ’76 

Carol Wasserman is in the 

Hartford area working at Voya 

Financial where she is a Busi-

ness Analyst. 

Steve Fleming is in corpo-

rate real estate specializing 

in tenant/user representation 

with clients in New Jersey and 

across the country. He does a 

lot of specialty work in the Life 

Sciences. Steve and his wife 

Gerri, have had a lake house in 

the Adirondacks in Long Lake. 

Ron Daniels is in Philadelphia 

where he just finished his first 

half marathon. Ron says he is 

running about one race per 

month and he estimates that 

he has run about 230 miles 

so far this year! This summer, 

Ron helped in hosting the 

2016 AME (African Methodist 

Episcopal) Church Gener-

al Conference, which is the 

country’s oldest black religious 

organization, founded in Phila-

delphia in 1787. 

Roger Sherman is in Idaho and 

for the last nine years has been 

director of the Idaho Chil-

dren’s Trust Fund, a group that 

provides funding and training 

for organizations working 

to prevent child abuse and 

neglect. Roger and his wife, 

Cathy, have three daughters. 

He stays in touch with Sarah 

Riordan ’88 and Charlie Head 

and recently hosted Charlie’s 

son Ian Head ’?? in Boise on 

his way to Alaska. Roger says 

Ian is an adventurer just like 

his parents!

#SLUREUNION

Hail alma mater! Return to St. Lawrence and reconnect with 

old friends, see today’s campus and enjoy a variety of special 

Reunion activities: day trips, seminars, receptions, dinners, 

concerts and more!

Classes celebrating milestones are:

5th – 2011, 2012, 2013
10th – 2006, 2007, 2008
30th – 1986, 1987, 1988

50th – 1967

55th – 1962
60th – 1957
65th – 1952
70th – 1947

Commemorative Affinity Reunions:  
http://alumni.stlawu.edu/reunion

Volunteer Today!
We need your help! More than 150 alumni volunteered to help 

with our 2016 Reunion Weekend and made it a huge success. 

Sign up to be a planning volunteer or development volunteer 

and encourage your classmates to return to campus and 

participate in your class gift. Alumni.stlawu.edu/volunteering

 alumni.stlawu.edu/reunion

June 1-4, 2017

REUNION 2017  |  JUNE 1-4
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And again – what a reunion; 

Kudos to Amy, Carolyn, Anne 

and Dave.

1982
Karen Helle Nemiah 
2680 Congress Street

Fairfield, CT 06824

203-256-1171

karen.nemiah@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 40th, 2021 
(cluster with ’80, ’81)

If you haven’t spent part of 

June recovering from our 

35th reunion, all I can say 

is, “I’m sorry.” Whether you 

were catching up on sleep, 

absorbing how fabulous the 

campus looks, mesmerized by 

the fact that your crush hasn’t 

changed a bit, or just detoxing, 

the magic of our weekend 

together in Canton lingers on. 

If you didn’t join us, don’t let it 

happen again. 

So what did you miss? Well, 

you missed an excellent Flying 

Wedge party at Sarah John-
son’s (thank you co-planning 

chair with the mostess); 

delicious lawn party memories, 

complete with Sergie’s Pizza 

Rolls and Josie’s Pizza; a rock-

in’ hospitality room party with 

our fellow ’80 and ‘81ers in Lee 

Hall (who KNEW hospitality 

gatherings could be so fun?); 

a march around the quad in 

our scarlet union suits (Yes, 

that happened); a mind-blow-

ing reunion gift to the college 

(hint: our 3 classes together 

gave over $20 million); more 

Wedge, laughter, memories, 

bookstore shopping, Hoot 

Owl-ing, hugging, screaming, 

crying, re-connecting and 

general riotous fun. We missed 

you, probably talked about 

you, and we definitely raised a 

glass to you. Next time, 

no excuses.

Tom Sy made the class of ’82’s 

star shine even brighter when 

he received the Sol Firestone 

Humanitarian Award for his 

work at ASPIRE, helping 

people with developmental or 

related disabilities. Tom began 

youth to help them get on a 

positive trajectory in their dif-

ficult lives. “Needless to say, a 

challenging gig, but oh-so-re-

warding.”

Diane Haase Penella celebrat-

ed 26 years with the Rome 

City School District (NY) as an 

adapted physical education 

teacher this year. “Three of my 

fifth grade students quali-

fied in the New York Archery 

Program and competed in 

the national tournament in 

Louisville, Ky. Diane received 

the 2015 NY State Association 

for Health, Physical Education, 

Recreation & Dance, Inc. APE 

Amazing Person Award. 

Judy Williams Reddy’s 

daughter, Natalie, is president 

of the Tri Delta chapter at Ohio 

Wesleyan and Hans Cope-
land’s daughter Natalie ’16 was 

president at SLU.

Laurie Kelley Lowenstein is 

still living in her hometown 

of Massena and working as 

a department supervisor at 

The Home Depot. She writes, 

“I thank St. Lawrence for my 

education, and the SLU ROTC 

unit for what I know about 

leadership. I continue to learn 

and grow, and hope to do so 

for the rest of my life. I will 

always be Scarlet and Brown, 

even while being completely 

Home Depot Orange!”

Irene Searles shared that her 

husband began treatment for 

pancreatic cancer that had 

spread to his liver. She shared 

how heartbreaking the situa-

tion with grace, humor and joy. 

John Todd ‘88 had come down 

to take family photos before 

the treatments. She said John 

“jumped on her request and 

she hoped to have some 

amazing shots.” Irene said it 

best. “Life is full, enjoy every 

moment.” 

Richard Beach (Government) 

thought the combination of 

our 35th and Laurentian Sing-

ers 70th was quite a deal. The 

Singers are going to Cuba next 

year. Scott Horton ’80, Noelle 

Lane Neary ’83, Leslie Mapes 

’83, Kevin Hinz ’82 and Phil 

Clay ’82 raised scotch glasses 

in honor of Dr. Robert “Bunny” 

Jones—our leader who passed 

between our 30th and 35th 

reunions. It was, coincidentally, 

his birthday. Fitting.

Judy Preston McNee is 

working at Office Depot doing 

business development sales in 

the greater NYC area and ad-

miring the career development 

of her children. She says, “I am 

jealous that Lauren Podesta 
Salamone and Jenny Torrey 
Catanzaro are grandmothers 

and I am not.”

Also at the 35th Reunion, 

Coach Jeff Viglielmo was 

spotted gyrating to the beat 

of the Wedge and add that 

his son, Kealey ’17, is enjoying 

his time at SLU so much that 

stayed another summer doing 

a Kestral project fellowship.

Mare Cromwell’s third book 

The Great Mother Bible is start-

ing to win national awards. 

Watch out Jodi Picoult! Mare 

also has a healing and spiritual 

coaching practice. “All these 

years of studies with Native 

American elders is starting to 

come back to support me.” 

Laruen Podesta Salamone is 

still coaching teens and now 

runs a program in a Times 

Square hotel for court-involved 

of my academic schedule (My 

daughters subsequently asked, 

“So why not summa cum 
laude?) Truth: I was getting 

romped by Mitch Brown ’XX 

and everybody below him on 

the depth chart, I graduated 

from an all-male high school, 

and I had just discovered SAE. 

So, I have huge admiration 

for athletes who persevere 

like Emily Regan, daughter of 
Larry Regan, who was named 

to the US Olympic Women’s 

eight boat and is going to Rio. 

We’re rooting for you Emily, 

and watching!

Margie Grout Gallagher 
(Psychology) writes that the 

35th reunion was awesome! 

“The Flying Wedge, catching 

up with long-time friends and 

seeing SLU through a new lens 

daughter, Glenice ’19, looks for-

ward to her sophomore year.”

Stacey Billings Chilcoat fur-

ther opined, “laughter, stories, 

friends from all over, especially 

Kenya classmates Don Liebers 
and Kevin Brown, discovering 

the canoe shack on the Little 

and Grassy Rivers with Annie 

Beyers Lockwood ’82, kicking 

it up with Jeff Constable and 

Scott Craighead ’82, my amaz-

ing dance partners.” Lesson to 

our kids: attending reunions is 

a must! 

The red union suits (Mercí to 

Sarah Johnson ’82) have 

connections to 1979; Mary 
Baumunk Blondy found a pic-

ture of Wess Audsley, Kurt Ol-
sen, and a few others gracing 

what seems to be a morning 

party similarly attired. 

No Notes?
Classes that do not appear either did not receive any 
news, or lack a class reporter. To submit news, find 
your class reporter’s contact information by 
visiting alumni.stlawu.edu/classnotes and clicking 
on the appropriate decade. To volunteer to be a class 
reporter, contact Joe Keniston, jkeniston@stlawu.edu 
or 315-229-1858.

(Cont'd on Pg. 52)
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Leading the Way
Once again the Brockville Pipe Band assisted St. Lawrence students 
in their traditional matriculation ceremony. The Brockville Pipe 
Band marked its 85th anniversary in May of 2016. Formed in 1931, 
the Brockville Pipes & Drums have long been a part of major  
ceremonies and traditions throughout Eastern Ontario and  
Northern New York. The band is sponsored by the Brockville Police 
Service and Royal Canadian Legion Branch 96. 
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Bobbie reports: “Philip “Skip” 
Chase works for the Boy 

Scouts and has lots of dogs. 

Kevin Hinz sells paper like 

Steve Carrell on The Office. 

Teresa Rossi is counsel for N.Y. 

State Senate Housing. Katie 
Simpson Tortorello coach-

es essay writing for college 

wannabes; her hubby Chuck 
Tortorello works for Veritas 

Technologies Global Division. 

Reed Thompson manages fi-

nancial portfolios. Gary Dake is 

pedaling Stewarts (Sandwich 

Shops). Nora Hill has a candy 

shop in Fort Collins, Colo. 

Nora would also point out that 

she enjoyed reveling in old 

Pi Phi memories and touring 

the house with Val LaGas 
Chiarenzelli, Darcy O’Keefe 
Brouillette, Sue Feldmann 

(newly retired from the college 

admissions world) 

Sarah Elwell Markert and 

Beth Hanggeli ’81. 

Jim and MaryJo Esckilsen 
Clary and Paul Kent joined 

in at reunion. Mary Jo is a 

teacher downstate. Paul is a 

doctor and associate profes-

sor of neurology at Columbia 

Presbyterian Hospital in NYC 

and decided 35 years was long 

enough and came back to his 

alma mater. 

Sam, is part of the great class 

of 2020! Huzzah for Chips!

When I asked Bobbie if she 

could augment my reunion 

notes, she offered: “I’m 

squeezing my memory chip 

to pluck out these tidbits for 

you.” The professors were in, 

as Nan Wachter, who teaches 

chemistry at Hofstra and 

Peter deMenocal, a Columbia 

geology professor studying 

climate change, made plans to 

take over the academic world, 

over a few beers. The balance 

of our ace Reunion Planning 

team, Barrett and Mary Neff 
Peterson, are dealing with 

the crookedness of Vermont 

these days (she is collecting 

taxes for the state, and 

he is straightening teeth as 

an orthodontist). 

his work with ASPIRE ap-

proximately 15 years ago and 

credits his daughter Heather, 

who passed away at age 14 

with similar challenges, for his 

passion for the work. 

Bobbie Rauch-Perlo was a 

beacon of smiles and hugs all 

weekend long. If you didn’t 

already feel welcomed back 

on campus, one minute with 

Bobbie and you’d be set for 

days! Temporarily she shed 

her role as mother of four, and 

director of the Executive Ed 

program at Harvard. When 

she’s not sneaking back and 

forth between Harvard to 

Larryland, she somehow finds 

time to teach yoga, a passion 

she shares with fellow French 

abroad program pal, Jennifer 
Miles. Jenny was also pleased 

to report that her middle son, 

1:  Elizabeth Baker ’06 and Andrew Strawinski,   
August 8, 2015, Red Hook, N.Y. 

2: Alice "Tersey" Regan ’11 and Kyle Jacobsen ’12, 
    June 11, 2016, Watch Hill, R.I.

WEDDINGS
We celebrate new beginnings

2

John ’80 and LuAnn Warner- 
Prokos escaped sunny Delray 

Beach, Fla., to enjoy Canton 

and quality time with Mike ’81 

and Anne Byers Lockwood 
and Mark ’83 and Michelle 
Reid Plimpton. LuAnn recently 

traded in 23 years as a prep 

school history teacher and 

launched a second career as 

a professional photographer, 

specializing in maternity/new-

born sessions, and high school 

senior portraits. Anne is on the 

home stretch with the last of 

their four kids at home. Anne 

works with special needs teens 

at a local school. Michelle 

worked in sales for the last 

20 years (Mark is in the radio 

industry). Two daughters: 

Chelsea, 27, and Kyle, class 

of 2015, a record-holding 

captain/pitcher for the SLU 

softball team.

Brian Kelahan just finished 

his fourth year teaching at 

Common Ground High School, 

a public charter magnet school 

in New Haven, Conn., that 

promotes social justice and 

environmental sustainability. 

Brian was delighted to report 

he has a student starting at 

SLU this fall and he enjoyed 

participating in the “Shadow a 

Saint” program this year, both 

bonus ways to stay connected 

to SLU! 

Dan Posener, artfully mixing 

his Alumni Council savvy with 

his Broadway producer savoir 
faire, spent much of reunion 

1

Eastman Golf Links in Grantham, N.H. Left to Right John Green 
’83, Mike Leonard ’83, Jeffrey H. Barnes ’83, Gary Sheldon ’83, 
Tony Spencer’83, Rick McKelvey ’83, Kevin Appleton ’83, and 
Kevin McKelvey ’87. Many thanks to our host, Rick!
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Eppler bumped into Heidi 
Gesner McInerney and Tim 
and Liane Chamberlin French 

at the NESCAC Women’s La-

crosse Championships in Hart-

ford, Conn., where many had 

girls on the field. The families 

were thrilled to reconnect and 

to introduce their daughters 

off the field. Alicia and Tim 

saw each other again just a 

few weeks later at the 

NCAA Division III Women’s 

Lacrosse Championship in 

Philadelphia.

1985
Cary Regan and Michael 
Keigher
1 MacPherson Drive

Greenwich, CT 03860

203-622-5030 

caryk@optonline.net
keigher@mac.com
Next Reunion: 35th, 2019 
(cluster with ’83, ’84)

St. Lawrence sponsored a 

gathering in Darien, Conn. in 

the early spring that was well 

attended by many from the 

80’s. Jeff Rickey, vice president 

and dean of admissions and 

financial aid addressed an 

enthusiastic crowd of 125 with 

class of 1985 well represented. 

David Ball, Gale Barlow  
Hagele, Bill Stoops, John 
Stichter, Craig Somerby and 

pediatrician at the Randolph 

Medical Associates in January 

of this year. Congratulations! 

Helen Carter Bergner spent a 

week this past June at Camp 

Canaras. Her husband Bill 

Bergner ‘82, brother Charlie 

Carter ‘86 and his wife, Marieke 

Brown Carter ’89n were also in 

attendance. The Carter family, 

including John ‘82 and Gael 

Gallwey Carter ‘82, have been 

to Canaras each summer for 

the last 20 years. Helen shared, 

“Camp Canaras is the best 

perk of being a St Lawrence 

University alumni!”

There is nothing like the fall 

in Canton. I pull the cool air 

into my lungs and it brings me 

back to the wonderful days 

at our beloved alma mater. I 

am headed back to campus 

for homecoming and will be 

looking for updates! (Remem-

ber what happens at the Hoot 

Owl, stays at the Hoot Owl!)

1984
Julie Parker
31 East Reid Place

Verona, NJ 07044 

973-857-2142 

ja.parker.silecky@gmail.com 

Next Reunion: 35th, 2019 
(cluster with ’83, ’85)

Collegiate women’s lacrosse 

was the preferred meeting 

ground for our classmates in 

Spring 2016. Alicia O’Brien 

1983
Eric Kozlowski
49 Clovercrest Drive

Rochester, NY 14618

585-469-7132 (cell)

twoslu@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 35th, 2019 
(cluster with ’84, ’85)

I started writing the notes and 

I thought I would share a small 

world story. Kevin Appleton 

and Bob Baird were both 

members of Sigma Pi and, 

during college, Kevin and Bob 

discovered they had been in a 

second or third grade school 

class together. Both families 

moved after that year but 

reunited at SLU. Bob is living 

in Old Greenwich, Conn. and 

traveling the world for work. 

He just celebrated his 22nd 

year of marriage with three 

kids, his oldest, Bobby, is a 

senior at St. Lawrence. 

Bob Phinney’s son will be 

a freshman this year. Bob 

was my pledge father. My 

pledge son, Sargent Johnson 

’86 shared with me that his 

daughter will also be part of 

that class as well.

Kathleen Riley celebrated 

20 years at her position as a 

making sure people were hav-

ing fun and feeling plugged in. 

He is the executive director for 

a major Broadway producer, 

NAMCO, handling all the legal, 

contractual, employment and 

other issues. 

U.S. Forest Service presented 

an award for Habitat Con-

servation Partnership to The 

Conservation Fund’s Tom Duf-
fus and his co-worker for their 

work with the Upper Midwest 

(Wisconsin) program this past 

spring in the conservation 

of birds, bats, butterflies

and dragonflies. 

As I reflect on my week-

end, my reunion experienc-

es seemed to fall into two 

categories: those frequently 

in touch pals with whom I’ve 

made a Canton pact to see 

and those reconnects that 

surprise and delight. With 

one hug and a beverage later, 

old friendships come alive in 

amazing ways. For me, reunion 

isn’t just seeing the campus 

and reclaiming those precious 

memories, it’s seeing who 

we’re traveling with and who 

we’ve all become. My Larry 

days remain cherished ones 

(even those that included 8am 

classes and mind-numbing ex-

ams) and I’m glad to still have 

you all by my side. Be well… 

until next time.

3

4

3: Hilary Hartson Wall ’05 and Andrew Wall, 
    July 18, 2015, Raleigh, N.C.  
4:  Jessica Venezia Tracy ’11 and Michael Tracy on 

November 14, 2015, Brant Lake, N.Y. 
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I am writing this in June). Woo 

hoo! When I’m not following 

my kids around from field 

to rink to whatever, I sell real 

estate for Macdonald & Wood 

Sotheby’s International Realty 

in Duxbury, Mass. 

I do run into many SLU grad-

uates who live here in town 

including these classmates 

of ours: Dan O’Connor, 
Angela Jennings Sinnott, Ellin 
O’Rourke Meurer. Sara Fargo, 
Heather Keleher Maxey and 

Chuck Abbott. 

After 27 years of working at 

SLU and serving the Athletic 

Department in a number of 

capacities including his most 

recent position as the Associ-

ate AD/Director of Men’s and 

Women’s Cross Country/Track 

& Field, Mike Howard has 

retired. Mike took a position 

with SUNY Plattsburgh in July 

as the Director of Athletics. 

SLU will miss you, Mike, and 

Plattsburgh is lucky to have 

you. Good luck! 

Elsewhere in the world, Sue 
Marchant Flagg sent me an 

email from Japan. At the time, 

she was touring there with her 

Mom and then visiting with her 

son Ryan in Tokyo. Practically 

empty nesters, Sue and her 

husband Chris are splitting 

their time between their 

over 100 Laurentians gathered. 

Katherine recently visited 

campus to speak at the 2016 

Commencement ceremony, 

as she one of three honorary 

degree recipients. 

1986
Joy Ciarcia-Levy
26 Sherbrooke Rd.

Hartsdale, NY 10530

914-591-1936

joyskates@aol.com
Next Reunion: 30th, June 1-4, 
2017 (cluster with ’87, ’88)

Can you believe it’s been 30 

years since we graduated? 

Does it feel like yesterday or a 

century ago? 

John Moten is President and 

Chief Investment Officer at 

Mike Keigher were all 

in attendance.  

Tommy Aicher was recently 

named Special Council for the 

National Ski Areas Association. 

Tommy lives in Vermont with 

his wife and son and is a part-

ner in a Vermont law firm that 

specializes in defense and risk 

management for ski and sum-

mer resort operators as well 

as other recreational business 

landowners, operators and 

equipment suppliers.

Katherine Clark, United States 

Representative for Massa-

chusetts’s fifth congressional 

district since 2013, joined the 

St. Lawrence University Alumni 

Association networking 

reception in Washington, D.C. 

as part of the inaugural SLU 

Connect – D.C. program where 

For details, check the respective Class Notes.
We publish wedding photos that meet our 
technical requirements on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Those that do not appear in 
this issue may be scheduled for a future one.

BYW Investment Advisors, 

Inc. BYW manages global and 

international equity portfolios 

for institutions and high-net-

worth families. The minori-

ty-owned firm is committed 

to donating a minimum of 10 

percent of its net profits to 

organizations working to im-

prove the prospects of young 

people living in under-serviced 

communities.

Erik Craft just got married to 

Andrea Larson, an instructor 

and fiddler of traditional Swed-

ish music. They spent their 

honeymoon in Berlin, Norway, 

and Paris. They live in Rich-

mond, Va., where Eric teaches 

economics at the University 

of Richmond.

It is with great sadness that 

I relay the passing of Greg 
Needell on June 7, 2016 at 

Mammoth Mountain following 

a medical emergency. Needell, 

was a familiar face at U.S. ski 

races after spending decades 

as an athlete and coach. 

1987
Kristin Johnson Coppola
142 Bayridge Lane

Duxbury, MA 02332

781-934-0769

kcoppola3@verizon.net 
Next Reunion: 30th, June 1-4, 
2017 (cluster with ’86, ’88) 

Hello Classmates, I hope this 

note finds you all doing well. 

It finds me celebrating the 

graduation of my first born 

from high school (keep in mind 

1:   Melissa Roser ’07 and Martin Caballero,
     April 29, 2016, Costa Rica.
2:   Sarah Schmidt Stanley ’05 and Dan Stanley, 

August 1, 2015, Harpswell, M.E.

1

2

Left to right: This past March, Phi Sigs Joe Orlando '87, Mike 
Aceti '85, Pete Hallagan '86, Andy Steinharter '85 and 
Mark Landgren '86 gathered for a weekend in Puerto Rico. 

They caught their dinner one night while on a half-day 

fishing excursion. 
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homes in New Hampshire and 

Florida and enjoying their new 

rescue dog Ginger. 

Laura Williams Ziouani (fresh-

man roommate to Sue March-

ant Flagg in East College) 

reached out from Montecito, 

Calif., where she lives with her 

husband, Said, and their three 

children. The Ziouanis spent 

last spring break traveling to 

Belize where they relaxed and 

unplugged for a bit. I bet that 

was really nice! 

Joseph Orlando has been 

enjoying life as director - head 

of business valuation at Frank, 

Rimerman & Co, LLC based in 

Palo Alto, Calif., but recently 

moved with his family to Cam-

as, Wash., where he will contin-

ue working for the accounting 

firm remotely. He said he plans 

to catch up with Kyle Diercks 

in Seattle, Wash. Before mov-

ing, Joe connected with Dave 
Pivirotto who was in town 

for a development trip for 

Eaglebrook School in Deerfield, 

Mass. He also talked to Mark 
Smillie a few months back and 

caught up with him on his life 

and business. Mark lives with 

his family in Rochester, N.Y. He 

is the founder of Earth Moves, 

a company focused on build-

ing highly impactful products 

for a world in constant flux. 

http://earthmov.es. 

Steven Manders wrote that he 

is living in our beloved Canton, 

N.Y. just up the street from 

Tri Delta. He looks forward to 

seeing everyone at our next re-

union which is sooner than you 

think, Steven. June 1-4, 2017 is 

our 30th Reunion celebration. 

We will be clustered with the 

Class of 1988 and the Class of 

1986. So save the date! I hope 

to see you all there! 

1988
Susie Somerville Swindell
173 Weed Street

New Canaan, CT 06840

203-966-4695

stlawrence88@optimum.net
Next Reunion: 30th, June 1-4, 
2017 (cluster with ’86, ’88) 

Ted MacMahon ‘88 had fun 

running his 20th Boston Mara-

thon in April (it was No. 20 for 

Margaret Boese Kennedy ’87 

too!). I heard a ton of cheers 

for my St. Lawrence shirt. The 

best one of the day was, “Go 

Hoot Owl!”

1990
Lynne Gilbert Agoston
7000 Sulky Lane

Rockville, MD 20852

301-881-8331

lgilb1968@hotmail.com
Next Reunion: 30th, 2020 
(cluster with ’89, ’91)

It was great to see many of 

you back on campus back in 

June for our 25th reunion! The 

weather was gorgeous, and 

we enjoyed lots of bonding 

time, between receptions, lun-

cheons, a beer tasting, Greek 

open houses, tours, dinners, 

and concerts. Many returned 

to Lampson Falls on Saturday 

afternoon for some reminisc-

ing. Make sure to mark your 

calendars for our 30th reunion, 

May 28–31, 2020, when we will 

be clustered with the classes 

of 1989 and 1991! 

It was great to see Rob 
English at the reunion. Even 

though both of us are in the 

D.C. area, we hardly ever 

see each other. Rob said, “I 

can’t say enough about how 

incredible it was to see so 

many outstanding people. The 

spirit and energy of the entire 

weekend was just amazing. I 

wanted to acknowledge my 

fellow Sigma Pi brothers who 

came back to SLU with a truly 

strong showing in numbers! 

Also, Sara Norman ‘88 and 

I will always cherish grilling 

Other Marriages (not pictured)

• Jon Angus ’07 and Wynnie Long, June 11, 
2016, Eagles Mere, Pa.

• Jessica Piecewicz ’12 and Matt Feldman ’09, 
May 14, 2016, Meredith, N.H. 

FUTURE LAURENTIANS
The Scarlet and Brown’s next generation

Karen L. Johnson ’89 completed a Master of Science in  

management from Elmira College in June. She has worked for 

Elmira College for two-and-a-half years, serving as the director  

of institutional research and Title IX compliance officer.  

Pictured from left to right: Wendy Williams Bowles '88, Karen L. 

Johnson '89 and Dan Bowles '88.

Our Apologies  
to Colby Walker 
’07 and Megan 
Merrihew ’05 for 
mixing up your 
wedding photos 
in the last issue. 
Congratulations 
on your nuptials!

1:   Colby Walker ’07 and Andrea Seymour, 
     June 13, 2015, Lake Fairlee, Vt. 
2:  Megan Merrihew ’05 and Matt Prince, 
     September 26, 2015, Tupper Lake, N.Y.  

1 2

Balon: Kayleigh Balon ’12 and Morgan Brown, a daughter, Amelia Rose, June 2016. 

Bissmeyer: Kassandra Hardy ’05 and Eric, a son, Hudson Thomas, October 13, 2015. 

Borgeson: Kate Mittlefehldt ’06 and Bowen ’07, a son, William Bowen, April 19, 2016. 

Faulknham: Beth Yancey ’04 and R.D., a daughter, Margot Ann, September 4, 2015. 

Harmer: Candina Harmer ’07, a boy, Connor Daniel Jon, May 3, 2016.   

Lassial: Erin Coakley ’07 and Troy ’08, a boy, Duncan Thomas, March 25, 2016. 

O’Connor: Elise Fitzgerald ’09 and Mike ’09, a daughter, Ella Susan, May 6, 2016. 

Delahanty: Katelin Roy ’10 and Liam ’09, a son, Owen Henry, February 24, 2016. 

Hall: Molly Turner ’05 and Mark ’06, a daughter, Stella Helen, May 17, 2015. 

McConville: Ryan ’07 and Megan, a daughter, Reagan Grace, May 2, 2016. 

McGoldrick: Samantha Markey ’97 and Aaron ’96 a daughter, Emelia Sargent, January 13, 2016. 

Meyer: Courtney Opalka ’05 and Brendan, a son, Owen Peter, April 17, 2016. 

Natale: Julia Jones ’08 and Brandon, a daughter, Charlotte Ann, May 11, 2016. 

Sinkinson: Elizabeth Mittlefehldt ’08 and Ford, a daughter, Charlotte Kay, Oct. 11, 2015. 

Straus: Daisy Beecher ’05 and Johnny ’07, a son, Ben, February 28, 2016. 

57
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1997
Kerri Williams Skidmore
400 Fingar Rd.

Hudson, NY 12534

(H) 518-828-0842

(C) 518-567-9940

kerriwill25@hotmail.com
Next Reunion: 20th, 2018 
(cluster with ’98, ’99)

After 15 years in the Air Force, 

Megan Shutts-Karjola and 

her family (husband, KJ, and 

sons Christian, Matthew, and 

Nicholas) relocated to Tooele, 

Utah in 2012. She is currently 

practicing OB/GYN and serv-

ing as the Chief of Surgery at 

Mountain West Medical Center. 

Her family has a small hobby 

farm and raise alpacas, chick-

ens, turkeys, goats, donkeys 

and mini-donkeys, horses and 

mini-horses, ducks, pheasants, 

and more! 

Samantha Markey McGoldrick 

welcomed future Laurentian, 

Emelia Sargent McGoldrick 

on January 13, 2016. Big sister 

Adeline, is very excited to have 

a little buddy to teach things 

too. Samantha is heading up 

to Canaras for Week 8! And 

encourages everyone in our 

Class to try it out! 

Brijesh Jeevarathnam joins 

as a partner at Adams Street 

Partners and will be Co-

Head of Global Venture Fund 

Investments, and member of 

its Primary Investment Team 

and will be moving from 

Greenwich, Conn., to Palo Alto, 

Calif. Brijesh, wife, Aarthi and 

children-Rohan 6, and Aaria, 3, 

dinner out behind Whitman Hall 

on a gorgeous evening with 

Forbes “Cleave” Durey, Tom 
Taylor, Mike Kadlec, and Bob 

Rich ‘89. (Note: Dick Niles ‘87, 

Sara Norman ‘88, and Bob Rich 

‘89 were the sole class mem-

bers representing their respec-

tive years who returned from 

outside our reunion cluster.) 

It was also outstanding to see 

my fellow Larries who came up 

from Washington, D.C. We have 

a tight group, and to see Chris 

Galanty ‘91, Dick ‘87 and Karyn 
Edwards Niles, Tom Taylor, and 

Lynne Gilbert Agoston was 

fantastic!” 

Rob also shared the news that 

concurrently with the reunion 

weekend, he was officially 

elected as the new president of 

the board at The Dublin School 

in Dublin, N.H. and is taking 

over as president from another 

“Larry,” Peter Imhoff ‘78. Rob 

indicated that Dublin has had a 

steady flow of graduates in re-

cent years who have gone on to 

attend St. Lawrence, something 

he is very proud of. 

Laura Harrington is one of 

three recipients of Cornell 

University’s Stephen H. Weiss 

Presidential Fellowship, in 

recognition of outstanding 

teaching and mentoring of un-

dergraduate students. Laura is 

a professor and chair of the De-

partment of Entomology in the 

College of Agriculture and Life 

Sciences and is in her 15th year 

at Cornell. Laura’s specialty, 

the biology of mosquitoes that 

transmit human pathogens, 

puts her on the front lines in the 

fight against deadly diseases, 

including malaria, yellow and 

dengue fever, and encephalitis. 

1991
Ken Polk
34 Rana Court

Williamsville, NY 14221

716-830-6438 (cell) 

716-626-6120 (work)

716-626-6099 (fax)

kenpolk8791@msn.com
Next Reunion: 30th, 2020 
(cluster with ’89, ’90)

It certainly was not easy for me 

to miss our 25th cluster reunion, 

but from all accounts, a GREAT 

time was had by all. I hope 

everyone will come back in 

another five years for our 30th! 

UGH, are we really getting 

that old?

Tom Hobart reported a big 

turnout from fourth floor 

Whitman (our hall freshman 

year). Ken “Spuds” Wright, 
Chris Galanty, Dave Stanfield, 
Dave Karlson, Andy Chader 
and Dave Halstead. A large 

turnout of Sigma Pi brothers 

showed up including Andy 
“Angry” Smith and Rick Hyde. 

Galanty lives in D.C.; Stanfield 

live in Norfolk, Mass,. with his 

wife and two kids; Karlson, 

who works for Google, lives in 

White Salmon, Wash., with his 

wife and two boys; Andy lives 

in Lake Hiawatha, N.J., with his 

wife and two boys and Hyde 

lives in Hood River, Ore., with 

his wife and two daughters. 

Special points to Karlson and 

Hyde for making such a long 

trip to Canton. 

Matt Leech recently move from 

North Carolina to Frederick, 

Md., to work for the govern-

ment.

Class president Tim Charlton 
was also on campus. Tim, who 

is a doctor in Los Angeles, 

sent me a “love text” at 2 a.m. 

Saturday just to let me know 

a number of people were still 

up and to “put that in the class 

notes!” Tim said along with Phi 

Kappa Sigma brothers, Ram 
Goodrich was there. 

Darci O’Brien posted “reunion 

was a 9.9 and would have been 

a 10 but some didn’t rally!” 

Those who did rally with Darci 

include: Lori Singleton Hawk, 
Kristen Fugelsand Habermann, 
Heather Parker Beliveau, Lisa 
Marotz Meldrim, Laurie Mar-
shall-Lauria, Alexandra Lepore 
Coir, Megan Gardner and Julie 

Seymour Ayres, who also 

enjoyed a visit to Sergi’s which 

included a photo opp with 

Frank Sergi himself!

The other note regarding 

reunion to share is that fund-

raising was up – both overall 

and for us as a class – so on 

behalf of class fundraising 

chairs Jim and Alison Rogers 
Knight, THANK YOU for 

your contribution!

1996
Tanya R. Parrott
9712 Handerson Place, #405

Manassas Park, VA 20111

571-292-1072

tanyareads@yahoo.com 
Next Reunion: 20th, 25th, 
2021

Not much news to report 

this time, my friends. Here’s 

what’s new in my world. After 

nine years as an elementary 

librarian, I am headed back to 

middle school. This fall, I will 

be working at Benton Middle 

School in Manassas, Va. It’s 

a great school with a great 

library program and I’m really 

excited for this opportunity.

 

After 20 years as your class re-

porter, this is my final column. 

I’m not quite sure yet who my 

replacement will be, but I will 

let you know as soon as I hear 

anything. It has been a lot of 

fun keeping in touch with so 

many classmates over the 

years. Thank you for all of 

your support.

Sigma Pi brothers Class of 1991 – (left to right) Rick Hyde, Dave 
Stanfield, Tom Hobart, Chris Galanty, Andy Smith, Dave Karlson 
at Reunion 2016.
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Denise Durant, after 

running several half 

marathons, decided to run 

her first Marathon (Vermont 

City Marathon)! As a new 

runner to the marathon 

distance, she was asked to be 

a blogger for RunVT. Denise 

continues to grow her surgical 

practice, where she performs 

over 50 surgeries a month. If 

that was not enough, Denise 

loves being mom to her two 

children Piper, 8, and Jonah, 3. 

Thank you for sharing keep 

the news coming, our Class 

is amazing!

1998
Dan Jalbert
88 Everett Street, Apt. 5

East Boston, MA 02128

617-230-1930

dan.jalbert@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 20th, 2018 
(cluster with ’97, ’99)

Sarah Zimmerman McEl-
fresh was presented with the 

Leland A. Lillehaug Presidents 

Award from the Association of 

Concert Bands, established to 

recognize individuals who have 

significantly contributed to the 

success of the organization. 

at an older age she loved the 

experience, now her son, Mark 

’01 is also an alumnus of 

St. Lawrence University.

Rebecca Stephens and hus-

band Jake live in a suburb of 

Syracuse where she has been 

teaching Middle School Social 

Studies for the past 19 years. 

They are in the process of 

fostering to adopt a beautiful 

8-year-old girl, love to travel 

and have accomplished their 

goal of seeing all 50 states. 

Jonathan Beach is physician 

owner and operator of three 

medical offices specializing 

in Diabetes in the Plattsburgh 

and Finger Lake region. Jon’s 

son, Samuel, who is a high 

school junior recently com-

peted in the Youth Olympics 

in Lillehammer, Norway, and is 

looking to apply to SLU. 

Fellow Reiffer, Angela Kotz 
Sommer continues to live in 

Syracuse, N.Y., with husband, 

Kevin and daughters, Adele (8) 

and Clara. 

Sarah serves as National Mem-

bership Chair and Webmaster 

for the ACB and lives in Farm-

ville, Va. with husband Scott 

and two daughters, 10 and 12. 

They started Heart of Virginia 

Community Band two years 

ago making “Music for Life” a 

reality for others in the area.

Jamie Beckingham Rode left 

teaching for a new career with 

the Pennsylvania Civil Service 

Department of Conservation 

and Natural Resources in the 

Bureau of Forestry based out 

of Harrisburg, Penn. Husband 

Eric ‘97 is keeping busy with 

his home inspection company 

Camelot Inspections, and the 

kids are looking forward to 

school and the start of 

hockey season.

Our classmate John Cook, 
Ph.D., became Vice President 

of Academic Affairs at Man-

chester Community College 

(N.H.) in 2012. This summer, 

the Board of Trustees of 

Springfield Technical Com-

munity College in Springfield, 

Mass. has selected Dr. John 

Cook as the next President of 

STCC. Congrats Dr. Cook from 

all of the Class of 1998, that is 

very impressive and quite 

an honor! 

Zinna B. Alekseeva ’97 is currently living in Boston and working 

side by side with her husband, Jack as they raise their six kids! 

Zinna and family pictured with her mother.

are looking forward to making 

many new friends in the San 

Francisco Bay Area and would 

love to hear from any Lauren-

tians in the area. 

Warren Webster is living in 

NYC next to Washington 

Square Park, working as CEO 

of a digital media company 

based in New York and To-

ronto. Warren also sits on the 

board of trustees at Northfield 

Mt. Hermon School and The 

Adventure Project. 

Ken ’95 and Laurie Nason 
Kelly live in Scituate, Mass. and 

have daughter Anna, 11, and 

son George, 9. Laurie works 

for PwC and Ken for IBM, both 

based in the Boston area. Lau-

rie and Ken love running into 

the many SLU alumni across 

the South Shore—whether 

it’s on the ferry to Boston, or 

out and about on the playing 

fields. 

Robin Brand is retiring from 

the teaching profession in 

June 2016, after 18 years. 

Currently, Robin teaches 

Family and Consumer 

Sciences at Indian Lake 

Central School, located in the 

heart of the Adirondacks. 

Although Robin was one of 

the “non-traditional” students 

who attended St. Lawrence 

Christopher Kenney ’96 has published a companion piece to 

his 2006 book The McKinley Monument: A Tribute to a Fallen 
President titled The McKinley Years: The Life and Times of our 
25th President. Kenney is the current director of education at the 

William McKinley Presidential Library & Museum in Canton, Ohio. 

This museum publication is an accounting of McKinley’s family, 

military and professional life in politics including the unique 

“front porch campaign” and ultimately his assassination at the 

dawn of the 20th century. 
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Leah Kollmer Puzzo ’63 and 

her daughter Phyllis ’05 (on 

left) at their beach house in 

Rhode Island with the SLU 

flag flying! 

After 10 years as a newspaper 

reporter, Danielle Sanzone 
started a new job at WMHT 

Educational Telecommunica-

tions, the local PBS affiliate 

in their interactive media 

department and social media 

coordinator, in November 

2015. After starting, Danielle 

discovered there were multiple 

SLU alumni on the board and 

they use a red SLU cowbell at 

meetings. Danielle returned 

to Canton for a Chi Omega 

reunion and celebration of the 

house’s anniversary where 

she saw Liz Chadwick Burns, 

Kendall Wilson ’06, Allison 

Turcotte VanGuilder ’04, Marty 

Oldfield-Maser ’03, Cori Lyga 

Scaduto ’04, Katrina Hansen 

’06, and others. She also spent 

summer visiting SLUzers like 

Chinasa Izeogu Seyse and 

Lindsay Farrar. 

John Tedesco ’05 recent-

ly graduated from medical 

school, and celebrated his 

graduation with his brother 

Peter. 

Marc Tapscott and his wife 

Jackie are expecting their 

second child in October 2016. 

2001
Bridgette Holmes Gallagher
15 Congress Avenue

Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

518-727-4527

bridgegallagher@gmail.com 
Next Reunion: 20th, 2021 
(cluster with ’00, ’02)

Jennifer Grygiel, assistant 

professor of communications 

in Syracuse University’s New-

house School, recently took 

first place in the Best Practices 

in Ethics in an Emerging Media 

Environment teaching 

competition, sponsored by 

the Association for Education 

in Journalism and Mass 

Communication (AEJMC) 

Elected Committee on 

Teaching for her entry, “Social 

Media and Social Change: 

A Lesson in Biased Product 

Development and Collective 

Action.” Congratulations Jen!

2005
Fredyne Yust Frey
11 Caledonia Avenue

Scottsville, NY 14546

585-208-1227

fredyne.yust@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 15th, 2019 
(cluster with ’03, ’04) 

Kassandra Hardy Bissmeyer 
and her husband Eric 

welcomed a baby boy, 

Hudson Thomas Bissmeyer, 

on October 13, 2015.

Johnny ’07 and Daisy Beecher 
Straus are proud to announce 

the birth of their second child, 

Ben, born February 28, 2016, in 

Greenwich, Conn. 

Marc writes, “Sex and name 

TBD!” 

Liz Chadwick Burns writes 

that she and her family are 

relocating back to Melbourne, 

Fla., for a job opportunity. “The 

last time I lived there I was 

attending graduate school, 

where I received my doctor of 

psychology degree.”

Chinasa Izeogu Seyse caught 

up with a couple Laurentian 

friends in April 2016. Lindsay 
Farrar and Chinasa met up 

for dinner after the 2016 New 

York Library Association Youth 

Services Section Spring Con-

ference. She also met up with 

Danielle Sanzone who had 

just completed biking over 20 

miles from Troy following the 

Mohawk/Hudson and Canal 

Bike Path.

Hilary Hartson Wall married 

Andrew Wall on July 18, 2015 in 

Raleigh, N.C. Laurentian friends 

and family on hand for the 

celebration included: Jasmine 

Wallace ’13, Brooke Hartson ’12, 

Ann Hartson P’05,’12, Michael 

Hartson P’05,’12, Sue Smith 

P’94, Richard Smith P’94, 

Lindsey Pashow ’05n and Erika 

Kelsey ’04. 

 

Caroline Ostrom writes that 

she attended the wedding of 

Melissa Roser ’07 and Martin 

Caballero on April 29, 2016 in 

Costa Rica. Fellow Laurentian 

Daphne Nonnenmacher ‘07 

was also in attendance. 

Mark ’06 and Molly Turner Hall 
are excited to announce the 

birth of their daughter Stella 

Helen Hall, born on May 17, 

2015. Molly writes, “She was 

8lbs., 12.6 oz and 20.5 inches 

long, born here in Burlington, 

Vt., where we reside. We fall in 

love with her more each day!” 

Courtney Opalka Meyer and 

her husband Brendan are 

happy to announce the birth 

of their son Owen Peter Meyer, 

born on April 17, 2016. 

Sarah Schmidt Stanley writes, 

“I got married August 1, 2015 in 

Harpswell, Maine to Dan Stan-

ley (an ‘08 Clarkson alumnus) 

with a number of SLU and 

Clarkson grads in attendance 

to help us celebrate, including 

Emily Stahl Grimes, Larry 

Allen MEd ’03, Kathy Bellows 

’04, Allison Turcotte VanGuil-

der ’04, Lindsay Farrar, Megan 

Thoms ’04, Marty Oldfield ’03, 

Nellie Carrato ’03, Danielle 
Sanzone and Shara Clarke ’04 

(not pictured but 

iin attendance). 

2007
Megan Keniston
3 Mildon Road

Canton, NY 13617

404-617-7851 (cell) 

megan.bernier@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 10th, June 1-4, 
2017 (cluster with ’06, ’08)

This summer came and went 

too quickly in my opinion! 

Working at St. Lawrence has a 

lot of perks, including seeing 

some of you when you come 

back to visit! While working 

at this year’s Reunion, I found 

myself sitting across from Can-
dina Harmer and her family. 

She and her fiancé welcomed 

their second child, Connor, 

on May 3. Candina was on 

campus for the Laurentian 

Singers 70th Anniversary. Their 

concert was incredible!

Some of you may remember 

that during our senior year, a 

global studies class created a 

blog and website that featured 

underreported stories in 

mainstream media. That site, 

called The Weave, lives on 

thanks to Jana Morgan and 

several others! She wrote to let 

me know she teamed up with 

a couple current St. Lawrence 

professors and other alumni 

and represented The Weave at 

the Action in Media Education 

Conference last spring. “We 

gave a great workshop and 

taught participants how to 

use big questions videos from 

Weave News in their classroom 

and communities.”

Nicole Aronski Vernon wrote 

to let me know that her grow-
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Are you getting my emails 

about Class Notes? If not, I 

may not have your updated 

email address. Email me (ad-

dress above) so I can add you 

to my list!

2008
Jessica Carista
817 Franklin St. 

Ogdensburg, NY 13669

315-528-4631

jessicamcarista@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 10th, June 1-4, 
2017 (cluster with ’06, ’07)

What a quiet season of up-

dates for our class! Since I only 

received a few bits of news, I 

thought I’d have a little fun and 

do some class trivia to fill our 

section.

As I was looking at the list of 

the 584 people listed in our 

class, some things started to 

stand out. Did you know that 

we have at least 16 couples 

within our class that are mar-

ried? And even more class-

mates who have married SLU 

grads from other class years 

too. Pretty cool!

Our classmates are scattered 

across the globe. We have 

fellow ‘08ers in: Austria (1), 

Belgium (1), Canada (11), Chile 

(1), China (2), Ghana (1), Japan 

(2), Kenya (1), Netherlands (1), 

Sierra Leone (1), Singapore (1), 

Spain (1), Sweden (1), Ukraine 

(1), United Arab Emirates (1), 

Zimbabwe (2). If you are living 

abroad and your country isn’t 

listed, it’s because the alumni 

office doesn’t have your new 

address, so email them and 

update it! 

Speaking of living in different 

counties, Mary Roseen has 

joined the Peace Corps and 

will be stationed in Armenia 

two years. Follow Mary on her 

blog: maryinarmenia.word-

press.com/. Way to go, Mary! 

Our classmates are also spread 

throughout 39 states, from 

Anchorage, Alaska to Portland, 

Maine and everywhere in 

between. The most popular 

places for ‘08ers to live in the 

U.S. are (not surprisingly): New 

ing family is enjoying life on 

the seacoast of New Hamp-

shire where they run and own 

Vernon Family Farm. If you’re 

in the area, you can often find 

them at the local farmer’s 

markets and restaurants. 

When they aren’t out, they are 

home running the farm and 

their store. 

Ryan McConville and his wife 

welcomed baby No. 2 in May! 

Reagan Grace McConville was 

born May 2, 2016 and baby 

and mom are doing great!

Erin Coakley Lassial and her 

husband, Troy ’08, welcomed 

their first bundle of joy in 

March! Duncan Thomas Lassial 

was born March 25, 2016, in 

Potsdam, N.Y. I have had the 

pleasure of getting to know 

Duncan over the last several 

months and he is the cutest! 

Their dogs are adjusting, too!

Susan Wyatt recently moved 

to San Francisco to join Lyra 

Health, a start-up focused on 

helping people find effective 

mental healthcare. Susan 

serves as their Director of 

Client Success. “I’m excited 

for the new challenge and am 

looking forward to connecting 

with fellow SLU peeps in 

the area!”

Claude Bartholomew relocated 

from L.A. to San Francisco to 

serve as University Curriculum 

Coordinate at San Francisco 

State. “I’m working primarily 

with faculty with the responsi-

ble of coordinating, managing, 

consulting and making recom-

mendations regarding all phases 

of the University’s curriculum 

development, revision, and  

approval processes.”

By the time you read this, 

Vanessa Harvey will have 

enjoyed a once-in-a-lifetime 

experience: volunteering at the 

Rio Olympic Games! She was 

scheduled to work both the 

rowing and canoeing events. 

York/Brooklyn, Boston/Cam-

bridge, Syracuse, and Denver. 

And go ahead and be jealous 

that EIGHT of our classmates 

live in Canton, N.Y., where they 

can still eat all the Mikey’s 

Specials they want and stop in 

to Tuesday blues at the Hoot 

Owl on a whim. 

Jay Jacobs and his wife, who 

recently moved to Ft. Lauder-

dale, Fla. as Jay is taking on 

a new position of Associate 

Director of Undergraduate 

Admissions with the University 

of Miami. Jay says they are 

looking forward to some sun! 

Congrats, Jay!

And Julia Jones Natale, who 

recently relocated to San 

Antonio from Denver and 

welcomed adorable baby girl 

Charlotte Ann Natale on May 

11, 2016. Big congrats to the 

Natale family!

I love hearing from all of you 

and know some of you have 

updates to share (perhaps 

a “Dirty 30” party photo, a 

wedding, an annual SLU get 

together, promotion, big move 

or new addition), so be sure to 

submit your updates! Look out 

for my Facebook reminder as 

our next deadline approaches. 

Wishing you all the best.  

Laurentians for life!

2009
Cassie Coughlin
4 Prince St. Apt 5

Boston, MA 02113

802-779-3623

cassandracoughlin@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 10th, 2020 
(cluster with ’10, ’11)

Jack Droppa ’11 and Emily 
Tulip are engaged! Jack  

proposed on their trip to  

St. Lucia in February 2016,  

and they are getting married  

in August 2017 at Stowe 

Mountain Resort in Stowe, 

Vt. Jack and Emily recently 

purchased a house in South 

Burlington, Vt. too! Emily works 

as a School Counselor at 

Vergennes Union Elementary 

School in Vergennes, Vt. and 

Jack works as a Cellarman  

at Otter Creek Brewing  

Company in Middlebury, Vt. 

SLU friends in the area include 

Rachel Benjamin Solis ’09  

and Lexi Wisnowski ’10. 

Share opportunities and recruit St. Lawrence 
students and recent graduates who are 
seeking paid internship, full-time career, 
temporary, and seasonal work.  

If you, your employer, or others in your 
network of influence are seeking talent, 
you know where to find it!  St. Lawrence 
students are getting a grip on their futures 
by finding great opportunities in our new 
system, Handshake. Post your internships 
and job opportunities: 

stlawu.edu/career-services

HIRE A SAINT!
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Become a Class Reporter
For information about becoming a reporter 
for your class, please contact Anna Barnard, 
315-229-5585 or abarnard@stlawu.edu, or 
Joe Keniston ’05 M’07, 315-229-1858 or
jkeniston@stlawu.edu.

Matt Feldman was married 

earlier this spring to Jessica 

Piecewicz ’12 in New Hampshire. 

Cameron Bruns was named 

one of Boston’s 25 Most Social 

by Boston Magazine and 

recently started a job at The 

Nature Conservancy, as the 

marketing manager for south-

ern New England. 

Zoe Bludevich recently relo-

cated from Boston and is start-

ing her MBA in Washington, 

D.C., at American University. 

Sarah Finke is also starting 

graduate school at Lesley Uni-

versity where she will be in a 

collaborative program and an 

internship program at Berwick 

Academy in Maine.

Kelsey Fraser recently got 

engaged and is living in New 

York City.

Mike and Elise Fitzgerald 
O’Connor are pleased to 

welcome their first daughter, 

Ella Susan, who was born May 

6th 2016 in Brunswick, Maine. 

Ella Sue has been visited by 

many amazing SLU alumni and 

friends including: Sean Mur-
phy, Meaghan White, Alicia 
Sullivan, Reed Laverack ’10, 

and Kevin O’Connor ’08. Mike 

is still working at the Maine 

Department of Environmental 

Protection and Elise will con-

tinue as a Social Worker for 

Spurwink in the public schools. 

2010
Joshua Johnson
656 9th Street, NE

Washington, DC 20002

716-499-3016 (cell)

joshua.david.johnson16@gmail.
com
Next Reunion: 10th, 2020 
(cluster with ’09, ’11)

After two years working in 

Canada as part of the Ridley 

College Admissions Office, 

James Pinkham moved to 

New Hampshire in July to join 

the Admissions Office at the 

New Hampton School. This 

opportunity also allows him to 

also get back to coaching and 

living on campus as a 

dorm parent. 

Since finishing up SLU, 

Brandon LaVack moved out 

to Boston, Mass., with Cody 
LaVack. He began working as 

a personal trainer in Beverly, 

Mass. He continued his educa-

tion by becoming a licensed 

massage therapist and now 

he does both at the Beverly 

Athletic Club. He also started 

his own LLC online, LaVack 

Fitness; www.lavackfitness.

com. This has allowed him to 

work with people from all over 

the country and world and to 

speak and present at major 

national conferences.

2011
Alissa Beideck
31 Gardner Street, Apt. 3

Boston, MA 02134

518-637-5404 (cell)

alissa.beideck@gmail.com 
Next Reunion: 5th, 2017 (clus-
ter with ’12, ’13)

Annie Michalek co-authored 

a paper at Stanford University 

that was published in the April 

2016 online publication of 

JAMA Internal Medicine. The 

paper, “Likelihood of Unem-

ployed Smokers vs. Nonsmok-

ers Attaining Reemployment 

in a One-Year Observational 

Study” found that among 

jobseekers, smokers were 

less likely to be hired than 

non-smokers. Annie recently 

relocated from San Francisco 

to Boston with her fiancé, 

Jeremy Katz. 

Skylar Van Steemburg has 

helped welcome over 20 

babies into the world since 

training as a birth doula two 

years ago in Colorado. This 

past January, she official-

ly launched her own doula 

business. Skylar spends time 

outside of her business helping 

run a soon-to-be non-profit 

that provides birth support to 

low income and LGBTQ fami-

lies and prenatal education to 

pregnant inmates at the local 

women’s prison.

Laura Byer is living in Philadel-

phia graduated in May 2016 

from the University of Pennsyl-

vania, School Of Design, with 

a Master of City Planning that 

primarily focuses on bicycle 

and pedestrian planning, geo-

spatial analysis and 

cartographic programming 

and design.

 

Julia Logan moved back to 

her home state after a brief 

stint teaching English in Spain 

and four years of working in 

admissions at Earlham College 

in Indiana. In January, she 

began working with Genesys 

Works–Chicago as an Alumni 

Coordinator. Genesys Works 

is an educational nonprofit 

organization that empowers 

Trevor Garlock got engaged 

last November to Erica Dem-

ick, Clarkson University ’07 

while celebrating her birthday 

at Singer Castle on Dark Island 

in the Thousand Islands, N.Y. 

Liam ’09 and Katelin Roy 
Delahanty are happy to 

announce the birth of Owen 

Henry born on February 24, 

2016. Perhaps Owen will be in 

the class of ’38 and a fourth 

generation Laurentian. They 

live in Chesapeake, Va. where 

Liam is a Medical Officer in the 

Navy and Kate is a nurse. 

Angela Christie moved to 

Washington state last year. She 

is very excited to be begin-

ning her project management 

career with GE Healthcare.

Since graduating from SLU, 

Prav Chatani has been pur-

suing a career in medicine. 

After two years of laboratory 

research in NYC at Rockefeller 

University and Cornell Medical 

College, he attended medical 

school at St. George’s Uni-

versity as a part of the Global 

Scholars Program, through 

which he did his first year in 

Newcastle, UK. Prav headed to 

Syracuse to begin a five year 

residency in general surgery 

at Upstate University Hospital. 

“On of my residency interview-

ers was an SLU alum!”

Also – thanks to Beth Dixon 

for helping me get all these 

great updates! 
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low-income Chicago youth to 

see themselves as profession-

als and provides the tools to 

make this a reality.

 

Shannon M. Hughes is living 

in Troy, N.Y. and continues her 

career in development with 

the leadership gifts team at 

the Albany Medical Center 

Foundation in Albany, N.Y. 

(Many thanks to Shannon 

for sending in several of this 

edition’s updates.)

Hallee Quinn and Quinn Wa-

censke are living in Petaluma, 

Calif. (wine country!). Quinn is 

a Supervisor at Amica Insur-

ance. Hallee has her California 

Real Estate License and is 

working for Cushman & Wake-

field, a commercial real estate 

company.

Alexander Stone has been 

in Boston since January 2012 

and currently works for a 

real estate startup company, 

Placester, which provides tech-

nology platforms to agents 

and brokers across the county. 

Check out this virtual tour of 

his office, the type with which 

Placester’s technology has the 

ability to interface: (my.matter-

port.com/show/?m=5QfFuvX-

aXGM). Alex has also worked 

for Anheuser-Busch InBev and 

the Craft Brewer’s Guild of 

Boston. In his free time, Alex 

referees for a variety of activ-

ities for Social Boston Sports 

including cornhole, broomball 

and kickball. He said it’s a blast 

to bring together the Greater 

Boston community with fun 

ways to stay active and social. 

Showing loyalty to his Greek 

roots, he also enjoys being a 

Risk Manager Advisor for the 

Beta Theta Pi fraternity at MIT. 

Tim Robinson and John 
Morton are back on campus 

as assistant coaches for Saints 

football. John helped lead last 

year’s team to a liberty league 

championship. Tim returns as 

a Certified Strength and Con-

ditioning Specialist through 

the National Strength and 

Conditioning Association and 

with a Master’s of Science in 

Sport Management from West 

Virginia University.

Jessica Venezia Tracy married 

Michael Tracy on November 

14, 2015, at Jimbo’s Club at 

the Point in Brant Lake, N.Y. 

Danielle Lanphear and Jennifer 

Leach ‘11n were bridesmaids. 

Others in attendance were 

John Murphy, Meaghan White 

Taylor ’09 and Kevin Burrall ’09. 

2012
Annalise Grueter
2606 Juniper Avenue #3

Boulder, CO 80304

970-379-2336 

annag2@rof.net 
Next Reunion: 5th, 2017 (clus-
ter with ’11, ’13)

Greetings, Class of 2012! After 

a bit of a hiatus, our class 

reports are back. I am taking 

over the duty from Boulder, 

Col. Derek King was extremely 

helpful in sharing updates, 

thank you Derek! 

Cam Lownie is traveling to 

Iceland this summer for two 

months; hopefully in the next 

Claire Silberg ’15 (KSP fall ’13) has  

been awarded a Fulbright U.S. Student 

Program grant, allowing her to teach  

in Kenya. Claire, who currently substitute 

teaches, will be assigned as an assistant 

English teacher at a Kenyan high school. 

As part of her Fulbright application,  

she proposed starting an extracurricular 

club that will use music and poetry  

to help students with their English 

proficiency. Claire will be in Kenya from 

January to November 2017.

Abye Assefa, associate professor  

of sociology and African studies,  

participated in a panel discussion in April 

at the Brookings Institution regarding 

the security situation in Ethiopia and 

how it relates to the broader region. In 

2015, St. Lawrence began collaborating 

with Brookings, a nonprofit public policy 

organization based in Washington, D.C., 

as part of its Africa Security Initiative. 

The initiative brings together the 

expertise of St. Lawrence faculty and 

student interns with Brookings scholars. 

Last summer, Kelly Sampier ’15 (KSP fall ’13) 

of Colton, N.Y., interned at Brookings.

Jon Angus ’07 (KSP spring ’06) married 

Wynnie Long in June in Eagles Mere, Pa. 

They will reside in Jackson, Wyo.

I continue to work as a program director 

for National Geographic Student Expedi-

tions and Putney Student Travel. As this 

column went to press, I was en route to 

Arusha, Tanzania to lead a high school 

group on a service learning trip and safari. 

In August, my fiancé and I will relocate 

from Vermont to Colorado. Our wedding will 

be in Steamboat Springs this September!

As always, your news and photos are 

welcome. 

Tutaonana!

—John Linsley ’04 
(KSP fall ’02)

111 High Street, Apt. 4

Brattleboro, VT 05301

(978) 500-6342

jlinsley@gmail.com

HABARI GANI?
Swahili for “What’s the News?”

Half of the spring 2016 KSP group says goodbye to their rural homestay families 

after a week of plucking tea and learning about farming in the foothills of the 

Aberdare Mountains in central Kenya. All students planted two trees with their 

families in honor of being in Wangari Maathai’s home region of Tetu and the 

origins of the Green Belt Movement.
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2016
Rebecca Doser
14 Summer Glen Drive 

Penfield, NY 14526

585-750-4937

rldose12@stlawu.edu
Next Reunion: 5th, 2020 
(cluster with ’14, ’15) 

Hey there, Class of 2016! Well, 

we have all graduated and are 

settling into the next stages 

of our lives. I am enjoying 

connecting with some current 

SLU students as well as alumni 

in our nation’s capital. I am 

continuously eager to hear 

about what all of you are up 

to so please never hesitate 

to share with me! We all have 

new doors opening, exciting 

opportunities in front of us, 

and a mixture of feelings as 

we approach post-grad life so, 

always remember, “sometimes 

you need to be comfortable 

with being uncomfortable” - 

Ross McMullan. 

Down in Washington, D.C., 

with me is Maya Williams who 

is working at George Wash-

ington University undergrad-

uate admission and Thomas 
Mathiasen, who is interning in 

the senate this summer. 

Class president Taylor Owen 
started working at a company 

in Boston called Talener as a 

relationship manager. “The 

opportunities I had access to 

over the course of my SLU 

career both in and out of the 

classroom taught me to stay 

hungry and resilient upon en-

tering the workforce,” she says. 

Best of luck to you, Taylor! 

Two KDS sisters have 

kick-started their careers right 

off the bat. Paige Friedlander 
moved to Boston at the be-

ginning of June and is working 

for a company called Mass-

Challenge as the Executive 

issue, we’ll have a picture from 

him to share!

Jessica Piecewicz is now Jes-

sica Feldman after tying the 

knot with Matt Feldman ’09. 

Congratulations Jess and Matt!

Colin French will be start-

ing work in a funded Ph.D. 

program in political science 

at Syracuse in the fall. He has 

been teaching social studies 

at a boarding school the last 

few years. 

Matt Parker is in medical 

school in Buffalo.

Jonathan Williams travels the 

U.S. by summer working for an 

organization called Histori-

corps, which restores old 

buildings. He lives in Aspen, 

Colo., in the winter.

Zachary d’Arbeloff and 

Lamara Woodcock ’11 are 

getting married in October. 

Kayleigh Balon welcomed a 

baby girl at the end of June. 

Congratulations Kayleigh! 

Pamela Swanson graduated 

from Northeastern University 

School of Law in Boston, Mass. 

in May. She will be taking the 

bar exam in July.

Lettie Stratton recently had an 

essay published in a collection 

called Eat, Pray, Love Made Me 

Do It. Congratulations!

Our class is full of driven, cre-

ative, and accomplished folks; 

I would love to hear from more 

of you for future issues! 

Last but not least, our five-

year reunion is less than a 

year away. I know that many 

of us have visited our alma 

mater since graduation, but 

next summer we all have high 

incentive to go back to the 

North Country! I look forward 

to hearing from all of you!

2013
Brittany Moten
225 West End Avenue,

Apt. #25

New York, NY 10023

858-444-7298

brittm31@aol.com
Next Reunion: 5th, 2017 
(cluster with ’11, ’12)

In June, Elizabeth “Liz” Tiffany 
was sworn into the U.S. 

Department of State. Her 

interest in working for this 

prestigious office stems from 

her former experience as a 

leader in the Model OAS Club. 

Liz went on to achieve Master 

of Science in Environmental 

Sustainability from the 

University of Edinburgh. 

Congratulations on all of your 

achievements, Liz! 

2015
Kara McDuffee
80 Academy Drive 

Wofleboro, NH 03894

607-727-6114

karamcduffee3@gmail.com 
Next Reunion: 5th, 2020 
(cluster with ’14, ’16)

Several of our classmates 

didn’t move too far from 

St. Lawrence, looking past our 

friendly rival with Clarkson 

University to continue their 

graduate studies in the North 

Country. Allison Cady is 

currently attending Clark-

son to become a Physician’s 

Assistant, and will graduate 

in May 2018. Shawn Lillie is in 

Clarkson’s Doctor of Physi-

cal Therapy program. Sierra 
Caramia recently joined them 

as she pursues a master’s in 

Occupational Therapy. 

Dave DiStefano and John 
Hingre survived their first year 

of medical school at SUNY 

Upstate Medical University in 

Syracuse, N.Y., and are keep-

ing the SLU bond going, as 

roommates this year. Over the 

summer, Dave had a summer 

research lab job at Upstate 

University Hospital.

Once a tour guide at SLU, 

Kate Brown is now running the 

tour guide program at Hiram 

College, a small liberal arts 

school. Kate is working as an 

Admissions Counselor and liv-

ing outside of Cleveland, Ohio.

Lacey Burns accepted a job 

offer last February to work 

with Team Rwanda’s National 

Cycling team, as their ESL in-

structor and development spe-

cialist. She also teaches yoga 

from time to time. She’ll be liv-

ing in Rwanda until December, 

and has had the opportunity 

to travel to Seychelles and Mt. 

Kilimanjaro. This past sum-

mer, she hiked Mt. Kilimanjaro 

with the organization Flying 

Kites - a program based in 

Boston that she used to work 

for, which helps orphaned and 

poor children in Kenya.

Twenty-four St. Lawrence graduates gathered at Breakfast Hill 

Golf Club in Greenland, N.H., at the second-annual SSJ Invita-

tional in June. This is a charity golf tournament in memory of the 

father of Harry ’11 and Mac ’13 Johnson to raise funds to sustain a 

scholarship to a local high school (Exeter High School) and a gift 

to the SLU Men's Lacrosse discretionary fund.
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Coordinator. Over in Manhas-

set, N.Y., Morgan O’Hare was 

accepted into the Financial 

and Operations Management 

Program with Northwell Health 

and is working as an associate 

at the North Shore University 

Hospital. 

Katy Jonas will be teaching 

elementary school at The 

Brunswick School and attend-

ing Manhattanville College for 

her graduate degree in early 

education. Adam Bankert will 

also be pursuing a master’s 

degree, specifically in literary 

studies, at SUNY Fredonia next 

year under a graduate assis-

tantship. Janelle Fredricks will 

be attending graduate school 

to pursue her master’s degree 

in statistics at UMass Amherst 

and down in Florida, Raisul 
Bhuiyan is headed to Barry 

University Dwayne O. Andreas 

School of Law. 

This fall, Madison Andrews 
will be moving to Prague in 

the Czech Republic to teach 

English through CIEE’s Teach 

Abroad program.

In Atlanta, Ga., William Miller 
began working as an analyst 

at Jones Lang LaSalle and 

Greta White started as a 

senior administrative assistant 

at Cushman and Wakefield. 

Meanwhile, Morgan McNeal 
will be working in Charleston, 

S.C., at an insurance company 

called PURE. 

In Syracuse, N.Y., Maddie 
Cleworth will be the Resident 

Services Marketing Manager 

for EdR Trust’s Centennial Hall 

at SUNY-ESF. 

1

2

3

4

CLASS OF 2017 IN ACTION

1: Samantha Ormsby of Tupper Lake, 
New York, worked with Amy Hauber, 
associate professor of art and art 
history, on a project, titled “Symmetry 
in Mathematics and Art.” She received 
the Donald K. Rose University 
Fellows Endowment.

2: Victoria Peabody of Ogdensburg, 
New York, was a SLU PIC Fellow, 
working with Renewal House in 
Canton. The St. Lawrence University 
Public Interest Corps provides 
10-week internships to intern at 
selected students with local service 
organizations.

3: George Salmons of 
Wilmington, Delaware, was a 
SLU PIC Fellow, working  
with the North Country 
Children’s Museum. The St. 
Lawrence University Public 
Interest Corps provides 
10-week internships to intern 
at selected students with 
local service organizations.

4: Halley Choy of Saratoga 
Springs, New York, received 
a Ronald E. McNair Fellowship 
and worked with Peter 
Pettengill, assistant professor 
of environmental studies, on 
two projects: the first, titled 
“The Impacts of Recreating 
to the Great Barrier Reef,” 
which followed her semester 
abroad in Austrailia, and  
the second a campus trail 
assessment. Photo Hailey Choy

5: José Ormazábal of Chile worked with Barre Torres, 
director of musical ensembles, on a project, titled 
“Behind the Scenes: What Does It Take to Prepare 
a Recital.” He received the Daniel F. ’65 and Ann H. 
Sullivan Endowment for Student/Faculty Research.

6: Elizabeth Girard of Gouverneur, New York, 
received the Richard Carlson Career Services 
Internship Fellowship, which provided her with a 
salary to intern at Hospice of St. Lawrence Valley, 
and a Tanner Fellowship, which was used in part to 
help spruce up a trail on the Hospice property.

5

6
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ALUMNI

▼ CLASS OF 1930 Jean Cullen Behrns of Hamburg, N.Y., died 

June 12, 2016, the day before her 107th birthday. She was a sister 

of Kappa Kappa Gamma and contributed to The Hill News. A 

history major, she went on to earn a Master of Information and 

Library Science and worked as a librarian at the Hamburg Library. 

She is remembered by four children, eight grandchildren and ten 

great-grandchildren. 

▼ CLASS OF 1949 Marjorie Holtermann Fandrei died in 

Tallahassee, Fla., April 17, 2016. A business administration major, 

she merited membership in Mortar Board and she also pledged 

Alpha Delta Pi. Two years later, she earned a M.S. from Indiana 

University. Her survivors include her daughter Beth Fandrei Jung 

'78 and niece Barbara Holtermann Nowogrodzki '72.

▼ CLASS OF 1949 Glenn W. Salsburg died April 24, 2016, at his 

home in Jacksonville, Fla. Those remembering him include his 

daughter Kevyn Salsburg '73 and son Kurt, who worked as 

director of conference services at St. Lawrence during the 90s. 

Glenn was a member of the 291st Engineer Combat Battalion, 

the most decorated engineering battalion in World War II. He 

moved to Canton with his wife after the war to earn a B.S. in 

mathematics and become a brother Phi Sigma Kappa. After 

earning a master's degree in education in 1956 from 

St. Lawrence, he had a long career in education around Central 

New York, including time teaching at Owen D. Young Central 

School. He retired in 1984 from Mohawk Valley Community 

College as founding dean emeritus of the Rome campus. He was 

active with the New Hartford American Legion Post 1376 and 

New Hartford schools and community.

▼ CLASS OF 1950 John Oliver III died April 16, 2016, at his home 

in Fort Myers, Fla. He was a government major and a member of 

We have also learned of the deaths of these Laurentians; 

memorial notices may appear in future issues: the Sigma Alpha 

Epsilon and the Thelomathesian Society. He had occasionally 

worked at the Tick Tock. After graduating from Cornell Law 

School in 1953, he married and established the Oliver Law Firm in 

Canton, N.Y. He served as a judge at the town and village courts 

and was a former president of the New York State Association 

of Magistrates before retiring to Florida. He enjoyed all sorts of 

outdoor activities, including being on the St. Lawrence River with 

his family. He was preceded in death by his sister Rebecca Oliver 

Bowman '52. Those surviving him include his son John Oliver IV 

'79, daughter Amy Oliver Wesson '80 and niece Mary Bowman 

Popovich '81.

▼ CLASS OF 1951 Haig Bogosian died April 28, 2016, in Massena, 

N.Y. His survivors include five grandchildren who graduated from 

St. Lawrence: Matt Bogosian '02, Ashley Bogosian '09, Lizzie 

Bogosian '11, Grace Bogosian '11 and Aaron Bogosian '11. He 

attended St. Lawrence until his family requested that he help 

with the family business. He operated a dry cleaning business for 

15 years, ran Bogosian Carpet and BC Cleaning and eventually 

helped found and own the St. Regis Nursing Home. He enjoyed 

traveling around the U.S. and Canada, especially when it was to 

cheer for one of his children or grandchildren's sporting events.

▼ CLASS OF 1951 H. Ketcham "Ketch" Morrell Jr. of Fort Myers, 

Fla., died April 15, 2016. He was a brother of Phi Sigma Kappa. 

Among those remembering him is his wife Janet Brunberg 

Morrell '50. He received a Doctor of Medicine from Upstate 

Medical University in 1954. He practiced anesthesiology at 

St. Joseph's Hospital in Syracuse, N.Y., and was president of the 

New York State Society of Anesthesiologists and the American 

Society of Anesthesiologists. He worked hard to better 

doctor-patient communications and to inform people about 

anesthesiologists' roles during operations. Ketch and Janet 

enjoyed travelling and seeing the U.S. during their RV trips.

▼ CLASS OF 1930 Henry C. "Hank" Larsen of Fort Myers, Fla., 

died April 16, 2016. He had worked as a special agent for the FBI 

for 25 years and after retiring worked in additional investigative 

positions at the state and national level. He loved playing the 

piano and being with his family. A U.S. Navy veteran, he enrolled 

at St. Lawrence, becoming president of Alpha Tau Omega and 

representing the fraternity on InterFraternity Council. He also was 

a tennis player and a business administration major. He went on 

to study at DePaul University School of Law. His survivors include 

his brother Arnold Larsen '51 and grandson Tim Senter '10 and his 

wife Becca Klar Senter '10.

▼ CLASS OF 1954 Fred W. Stein died May 17, 2016, at his home in 

Binghamton, N.Y. He is remembered by his daughter Vivian Stein 

'81 and his son Gary Stein '79. At St. Lawrence, he was a business 

administration major, a Sigma Chi brother, and a member of 

the Outing Club, the golf team and R.O.T.C. He served as first 

lieutenant in the U.S. Army Military Police in Berlin, Germany, 

where he was in charge of the army prison. Employed through-

out his career by the Ansco Division of General Aniline and Film 

Corporation and New York State Electric Gas, he also became 

part-owner of Century 21 Perkins, Stein and Stuart Realtors. Fred 

also enjoyed being involved in many local organizations and was 

especially willing to support the YMCA.

▼ CLASS OF 1955 Janet Bury Mayer of Towson, Md., died January 

16, 2016. She pledged Alpha Delta Pi and sang with the Lauren-

tian Singers and the Sinners. She earned departmental and Phi 

Beta Kappa honors while earning a degree in psychology. In 1960, 

she earned a M.S. from Simmons College. Those remembering 

her include her daughter Kathryn Mayer '82 and granddaughter 

Augusta Mayer '17.

▼ CLASS OF 1956 Paul S. Kohout of Marion, Mass., died June 8, 

2016. He enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1948 and served for four 

years in the Veterinary Corps before attending St. Lawrence 

where he was a member of Alpha Phi Omega, played intramural 

hockey and majored in biology. He joined the Carpenters Union 

and worked on the St. Lawrence Seaway in Massena, 

constructing the Eisenhower and Snell Locks. He then went to 

work as a chemist at Reynold Metals Company for 30 years. 

Hockey continued to be an important part of his life and he 

became an accomplished coach and coaching program director 

for New York State. He attended the winter Olympics in Lake 

Placid as a U.S. escort to the Finnish hockey team and in Sarajevo 

and Calgary as a representative of USA Hockey. He is included 

in the NYS Amateur Hockey Hall of Fame. Among those 

remembering him is his son Paul Kohout '80.

▼ CLASS OF 1957 Keith B. Ehrenreich of Palm Desert, Calif., died 

June 3, 2016. He was a brother of Sigma Pi and majored in busi-

ness administration. With an MBA from Fairleigh Dickinson and a 

DBA from USC, Los Angeles, he worked as an auditor and then 

became a professor at California Polytechnic University, Pomona, 

working in the accounting department for almost 30 years. He 

enjoyed skiing, golfing, cycling and reading. His wife of 52 years, 

two children and three grandchildren remember him.

▼ CLASS OF 1960 David A. Weber died March 31, 2016, in 

Pittsford, N.Y., where he and his wife of 55 years had lived since 

2006. She and their two children and six grandchildren survive 

him. As a member of Sigma Chi, he served on the InterFraternity 

IN MEMORY 
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IN MEMORY 
Council. He also sang with the Laurentian Singers and majored 

in physics. He attended the University of Rochester School of 

Medicine to study radiation biology and biophysics. He had a 

long career teaching and conducting research in nuclear 

medicine technologies and radiation doses.  

▼ CLASS OF 1930 Legendary NCAA Division I hockey coach, 

Ronald H. Mason died June 13, 2016, in Haslett, Mich., where he 

had lived before moving to Palm Beach Shores, Fla. At 

St. Lawrence, he studied physical education, pledged Sigma 

Alpha Epsilon and was a leader on the men's varsity hockey team 

as captain of the 1962-63 team and top goal scorer during his 

final two seasons with the Saints. He was inducted into the 

St. Lawrence University Hall of Fame with the 1961 hockey team 

and individually in 1999 based on his coaching accomplishments, 

which included a NCAA tournament championship at Michigan 

State in 1986 and 924 wins throughout his entire 36-year career 

as a collegiate coach. In December 2013, he was inducted into 

the U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame. In addition to other Hall of Fame 

memberships, he received the American Hockey Coaches 

Association John MacInnes Award and was named the Hobey 

Baker Memorial Award Foundation's "Legend of Hockey" in 

2004. After retiring as Michigan State's athletics director in 2007, 

Ron split his time between Singer Island, Fla., and Port Albert 

in his native Ontario. He enjoyed fishing and supporting his two 

grandsons' hockey careers. He is also survived by his wife of 53 

years, Marion, and two daughters.

▼ CLASS OF 1965 Jean A. Briggs of New York, N.Y., died May 26, 

2016. She had worked for Forbes magazine from 1972, beginning 

as a reporter and researcher, until her retirement in 2007 as 

assistant managing editor, which she was named in 1989. She 

was a member of the Society of Silurians. At St. Lawrence, she 

majored in government, meriting departmental and Mortar Board 

honors. She was also a sister of Alpha Delta Pi. She is survived 

by her sister, nephew, niece and two grandnephews. 

▼ CLASS OF 1967 George B. "Sandy" Gordon died April 28, 2016, 

at his home in Tuscaloosa, Ala. He was preceded in death by his 

mother Jean Brady Gordon '37. He majored in sociology and 

played tennis at St. Lawrence. He earned his J.D. from the 

University of Alabama School of Law in 1974, which he used to 

practice law in the Tuscaloosa community. A Vietnam War 

veteran, he received the Purple Heart and Bronze Star for his 

service as captain in the U.S. Army. He loved being on the water 

and was a member, officer and instructor with the U.S. Coast 

Guard Auxiliary-Flotilla 85 and the Tuscaloosa Sailing Club.

▼ CLASS OF 1969 Roger L. Lehman died April 11, 2016, at City of 

Hope in Duarte, Calif., after an eleven month battle with cancer. 

At St. Lawrence, Roger majored in mathematics and was one of 

the original members of the campus band "M.E. and the Others." 

Roger earned his M.Ed. at Colgate University and began a 

32-year career teaching math and computer science in Phelps, 

N.Y. and then Honeoye, N.Y. He also coached basketball and 

softball before his retirement in 2002. Roger enjoyed being choir 

director at St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon, N.Y. He resided 

in Lancaster, Calif., and is survived by his wife Deb, two 

daughters, son-in-law, five grandchildren, and numerous nieces 

and nephews.

▼ CLASS OF 1974 Pamela Sperling Short of Madrid, N.Y., died 

June 5, 2016, at Roswell Park Cancer Institute in Buffalo, N.Y. 

Those remembering her include her husband of 20 years, Bill 

Short, director of H.E.O.P. at St. Lawrence, her mother Marguerite 

Henshaw Sperling '52, her daughters Rebecca Welt McCann '03n, 

Ashton Short '08n, Hannah Short Ellis '09 and Samantha Short '12. 

Her father Bernard "Bun" Sperling '50 preceded her in death in 

1997. Pam graduated with a B.A. in sociology and later received 

her master's degree and a certificate of advanced study in 

counseling and human development from St. Lawrence. She had 

worked as an E.O.P. counselor for SUNY Canton, a H.E.O.P. 

counselor for Clarkson University, and as a grief counselor for 

Hospice and Palliative Care of St. Lawrence Valley. She was 

involved with Canton's Unitarian Universalist Church and enjoyed 

the time spent with her family and tending her gardens.

▼ CLASS OF 1983 Peggy (Mergardt) Marston '83 died July 9, 2016, 

at her home in Portland, Maine. Her brother Michael Mergardt 

'88 preceded her in death in 1991. At St. Lawrence, Peggy was 

on the swim team, studied abroad in Vienna and pledged Kappa 

Delta Sigma. With a B.A. in economics, she began her career 

with IBM Corporation where she would excel in various sales, 

marketing and management positions. After the birth of her 

daughter in 1996, health issues required that she focus on caring 

for herself and family, becoming very active with her daughter's 

schools. She recovered from a heart transplant in 2011 and earned 

a master's degree in healthcare from Boston University, hoping 

to return to her career. Unfortunately, she was diagnosed with 

ALS and she refocused her energy and time with her family and 

friends. Despite her poor health, Peggy never complained and re-

mained highly motivated to do her best, becoming an inspiration 

to all who knew her, especially her close group of St. Lawrence 

girls, whose friendship spanned 37 years with regular get-togeth-

ers, much laughter and love. 

▼ CLASS OF 1986 Gregory H. Needell of Aspen, Colo., died 

suddenly June 7, 2016, following a medical emergency on 

Mammoth Mountain in Calif. Skiing was his passion and 

livelihood as a competitive athlete and as a coach. He attended 

St. Lawrence as a member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon and the alpine 

ski team. He worked for his high school alma mater Stratton 

Mountain School for five years before heading west to Mission 

Ridge at Wenatchee, Wash., and eventually Mammoth 

Mountain. He became a coach with the U.S. Ski Team and his 

athletes combined for 43 wins, 105 podium finishes and 264 

top-10 results from 2002-2009. Most recently, Greg had worked 

as alpine director and head coach of Team Summit Colorado; he 

was also involved with the U.S. Ski and Snowboard Association.

▼ CLASS OF 1988 Mary Susan Kearing O'Connor of Apex, N.C., 

died December 5, 2015. At St. Lawrence, Susan majored in 

English and was a Kappa Kappa Gamma sister. She later earned 

a degree in organizational psychology from Teachers College at 

Columbia University. She worked as a paralegal and an adminis-

trator at Columbia University for a several years before staying 

at home to raise her children and volunteer in the community. 

She enjoyed competing with her dogs in dog shows nationally 

and internationally, which included the Westminster Kennel Club 

show at Madison Square Garden. She is survived by her husband, 

daughter and son.

▼ CLASS OF 2002 Ward E. Meehan III of Stamford, Conn., died 

May 24, 2016. He pledged Phi Sigma Kappa, participated in 

numerous outdoor adventures and was a sociology major at 

St. Lawrence. He received an MBA from the University of 

Connecticut. Ward was an entrepreneur who enjoyed spending 

time outdoors and being with his family and friends. He 

frequently visited Vermont, Martha's Vineyard and Park City, 

Utah. His survivors include his parents, his wife Jennifer and 

daughter Madison.
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Sharing the news of a death  We will publish in “In Memory” detailed memorial notices of the passing 
of Laurentians if we receive the information from a family member or friend in the form of a previously 
published notice (typically from a newspaper). Please send such notices to Shayla Snyder Witherell ’11, 
Advancement Services, St. Lawrence University, Canton, NY 13617 or switherell@stlawu.edu. We will 
provide the name and, if available, date of death of others of whose passing we learn, and the complete
list of recent deaths can be found on the University’s website at alumni.stlawu.edu.

‘In Memory’ is compiled by Shayla Snyder Witherell ’11, switherell@stlawu.edu.

The designation “n” with class numerals indicates that the 
individual did not graduate from St. Lawrence.  The designation
“M” with class numerals indicates that the individual earned 
a master’s degree from St. Lawrence in the year given.

IN MEMORY LISTINGS

CLASS OF 1942  Anna 'Pam' Palmer Lehman, April 17, 2016

CLASS OF 1944  Elwood F. Booth, June 28, 2016

CLASS OF 1945N  Arnold Rholl, June 5, 2016

CLASS OF 1948  Robert L. Joyce, May 22, 2016

CLASS OF 1948  Louis H. Pells, May 9, 2016

CLASS OF 1949  Raymond L. Carpenter, April 25, 2016

CLASS OF 1949  Robert G. Thomas, June 16, 2016

CLASS OF 1950  Richard T. Neuse, June 1, 2016

CLASS OF 1951M  Marcel J. Larocque, June 12, 2016

CLASS OF 1953 Edwin B. Gruppe, May 1, 2016

CLASS OF 1953  Alexander L. Hastie, May 19, 2016

CLASS OF 1953  Suzanne 'Sukie' McHenry Martin, May 12, 2016

CLASS OF 1953  Joan Reis O'Toole, May 10, 2016

CLASS OF 1955  James A. Butler, May 27, 2016

CLASS OF 1956  Richard B. Willis, June 19, 2016

CLASS OF 1957  Thomas F. Maude, May 31, 2016

CLASS OF 1958M  Robert J. Balfour, April 7, 2016

CLASS OF 1959  Lee E. Baier, June 10, 2016

CLASS OF 1967M Janet McMurray Stewart, June 9, 2016

CLASS OF 1971M  Larry K. Hurley, May 1, 2016

CLASS OF 1975  Stephen W. Sutton, June 23, 2016

FACULTY AND STAFF

Marga S. Edwards died June 3, 2016. 

Marga Edwards, retired instructor in German, was a native of 

Germany. She came to the United States at age 11 and lived here 

through graduation from high school. She returned to Germany, 

and was not able to return, due to the outbreak of war. After 

returning to the U.S. in 1947, Marga earned her bachelor's and 

master's degrees from Columbia University and taught at a 

number of schools, eventually coming to the North Country to 

briefly teach at Clarkson. Marga taught at St. Lawrence from 1964 

until her retirement in 1983. She directed the University's program 

of study in Vienna, Austria, during the 1973-1974 academic year, 

and was awarded tenure in 1975. Marga is survived by a daughter, 

Audray, in Syracuse, and cousins in Germany.
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FROM THE

ARCHIVES

40 YEARS AND A COUPLE OF BORROWED CANOES

Dan Bisaccio ’76, Robert McBride ’77, John Mabie ’79 and Robert Holley ’79 

were all members of the Outing Club and volunteers with the Community  

Development Corps, a program serving children in St. Lawrence County. The four 

came together in 1976 to celebrate Bisaccio’s graduation and decided they would 

canoe the Hudson River from start to finish. The four Laurentians left campus armed 

with ores and life vests–but no boats. They hitchhiked through the Adirondacks 

and when arriving in North Creek gained the attention of a local newspaper reporter, 

resulting in two families loaning them the canoes they desperately needed. 

Paddling the mighty Hudson, they camped with families living along the river, 

shared meals with workmen who let them pass through the locks, and bartered for 

ice cream after running out of money. A week later, they pulled the canoes out  

of the Hudson River and onto the shores of Manhattan Island. While waiting for a 

ride, onlookers took advantage of the paddlers-out-of-water, taking turns to sit in 

the canoes and pretend-paddle the streets of New York City. Forty years later, the 

four got together to paddle again, this time down the Connecticut River. 

“Our recollections of our week together were nuanced by the years … some would 

say they became exaggerated tales,” Bisaccio said. “But we knew better because 

we lived them.”

(Photo left to right: John Mabie (kneeling), Dan Bisaccio, Bo Holley, Bob McBride)
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