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the University’s inaugural SLU
Connect-DC program in January.
One of them, Mariah Dignan ’15,
far right, tells us more on page
24. And if what she predicts
proves true, you may see her
back here in a few years.
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in Congress. They’re the

On the Cover: Sustainability at St. Lawrence is a work in progress, and illustrator Edmon de Haro
demonstrates that it’s becoming part of our cerebral DNA—as well as part of our pipes and groundskeeping.
Above: Alexander Kusak ’12 captured this shot of a trio of Denmark Program students in Copenhagen.
Margot Nitschke ’16, center, describes how Denmark incorporates sustainability into its national life; page 20.
All other photography by Tara Freeman. To read this magazine online, go to stlawu.edu/magazine
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Letters

AWord From the President
Been Around the Barn

T

he guide in paris
left the message to
meet at the statue
of Charlemagne
by Notre Dame
Cathedral. No
matter what grand
city, it is easy to
find on horseback
a marble king or
a bronze general to mark the place of
rendezvous. We had earlier been in Normandy’s medieval city of Rouen to visit
St. Lawrence students, a city known by
a fixed Napoleon on a rearing horse. In
London, where other St. Lawrence students attend class and theater, the Duke
of Wellington rides again after Waterloo
in three-dimensional stillness. Closer to
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campus, a day trip made by students and
faculty to the capital city of Ottawa usually begins the tour at the War Memorial,
a vivid freeze frame of 1915 that captures
a scrum of exhausted combat soldiers,
one of whom rides a draft horse, an eyeriveting large animal with brute shoulders
pulling a big gun on a muddy road.
When we come back to Canton,
however, there remains a subtle sense of
a living past. The North Country is still
frisky as horse country. The “rush hour”
on Main Street signals the familiar whir of
passing cars (and pick-up trucks), but then
there is the occasional clip-clop cadence
as old as the rhythms of a Roman road.
At home, I hear daily the Amish buggies
on market errands. It makes me think of
the pictures kept in our archives of college
professors on horseback and the children
of the farms who brought their trunks to
campus by horse cart.
St. Lawrence’s widespread reputation
reaches many admirers of our accomplished liberal arts alumni in every field
of work and service. We have numerous
reasons for the world to know
St. Lawrence. And yet, we should also be
known as a place that cares about horses.
This is not a personal appeal to nostalgia
or “back-to-the-land restorationism”
inspired by a historian’s active imagination. Yes, I know that if Napoleon had
installed a reliable supply chain of fodder,
he might have reached Moscow sooner
than the first snowfall.
The fact is I never learned to ride,
though my mother, wife and daughter
can be found in family albums sitting a
horse confidently. I grew up in a city with
more than two dozen equestrian statues,
but now I live in a setting with more than
two dozen active equestrians (almost all
women) who manage a liberal arts education accompanied by an equal number of
school horses owned by St. Lawrence.
My appreciation for St. Lawrence as an
appropriate home for horses is not drawn
materially from the great good our rid-

ing team has done for public awareness,
though being national champions twice
in the last three years merits more than a
footnote mention. This proposition does
not require wreaths and ribbons to clear
the jump: The horses on campus and the
students who care for them exemplify the
liberal arts philosophy that so many of us
are giving our lives to perpetuate.
When I visit the Elsa Gunnison Appleton Riding Arena, affectionately known as
“the barn,” for a horse show or an impulse
drop-in, I observe qualities that I wish
every student at St. Lawrence will find
in equivalent ways. I notice the constant
atmosphere of patience and pace while
walking the corridor of stalls. Its whispered air resembles the feeling of a library.
The French scholar Arlette Farge once

,,

I have witnessed
in my barn tours
a way for students to be
emotionally connected
to an activity
without being

,,

foolishly emotional.
wrote, “To feel the allure of the archives
is to seek to extract additional meaning
from fragmented phrases found there…
an unplanned glimpse offered into an
unexpected event.” The barn has the pull
of an unfinished story at the pen’s nib,
a first draft taking patience to trace and
write down.
I have witnessed in my barn tours a way
for students to be emotionally connected
to an activity without being foolishly
emotional. We expect the sciences to
teach a cool detachment in front of the

facts as presented; we also expect that
literary texts will cause human feelings
to stir in class, but without losing the
capacity to analyze what things mean
or matter. I marvel at the mature
emotional intelligence being developed
around the horses by an experience for
students that shows the grace of trust
and the gift of being trusted.
Years ago, I spent a day with a
St. Lawrence alumnus at his workplace
on a Hudson Valley farm. A world-renowned breeder and trainer of Arabian
horses, he took me into a round barn,
told me to stand quietly against the
wall as he worked the paces and turns
of a young horse. It was a truly sublime
and beautiful moment to see this man
and magnificent horse communicate
so effectively in a language that approached something mystical.
It takes tremendous athletic balance
and intellectual poise to ride a horse, a
creature that is both extremely powerful and remarkably gentle. While I
couldn’t achieve that myself in exactly
the same way, I can take its example
and use it to explain a college’s purpose,
in making clear how we want all our
students to turn out, bringing gentleness out of power, equilibrium out
of speed. Socrates once had a student
who wrote knowingly about horses. He
maintained that in looking at a horse,
the key is to pay attention to the feet.
And in the liberal arts, too, the show is
never the same as knowing the source.

—WLF

A different kind of performance

Most alumni know that the new Kirk
Douglas Hall [see page 30] is named in
honor of the actor, philanthropist and
loyal Laurentian. But few know that he
was also president of Thelmo his senior
year (1938-39), and an advocate of
higher academic standards at the college.
That year, Prof. Harry Reiff, of history
and government, lamented the “incredible clutter of extra-curricular activities
on the campus...a situation inimical to
the best interests of an institution intent
on developing citizens with a good
scholastic background.” (The Hill News,
April 17, 1938.) A solution proposed
by Douglas (then known as Isadore
Demsky) was a committee, made up
of students, which could review poor
student performance brought to its
attention by professors.
Thus, the new dormitory honors
not just a notable actor, but also his
contribution to St. Lawrence as a
student leader and advocate of higher
academic standards.
—Daniel D. Reiff
Kenmore, New York

The writer is Harry Reiff’s son and the
author of Teacher, Scholar, Mentor: Dr.
Harry Reiff of St. Lawrence University,
available through Brewer Bookstore.
Remembrances of Bernie

We were saddened to learn of the passing
of teacher, mentor and friend Dr. Bernie
Lammers in December [see “In Memory,”
page 80]. He helped me view the social
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sciences from both a humane and an analytical perspective. When I think about
my many positive learning experiences at
St. Lawrence, Bernie Lammers is always a
major portion of the equation.
Issues of social justice were a major part
of his life view. When he saw wrongs, he
fought for what he viewed as good for the
college, the community and his country.
Our contact with Bernie crossed generations through my brother Sterling ’84
and our daughter Jessica ’04. My wife,
Melissa, and I had the good fortune of
spending time with Bernie in May of
2013, during a class reunion. A short
Christmas note just before his passing
showed, as always, his upbeat nature and
hope for humanity.
—Jim Goodspeed ’73
Queensbury, New York

The Van de Waters’ country place

I was sorry to read of the death of Peter
Van de Water ’58. His future wife,
Becky Blaisdell ’60, lived just a few
doors down from me freshman year in
Dean-Eaton Hall. In about 1965, the
Van de Waters bought a shabby old
place near St. Regis Falls, my hometown. They were often at my dad’s sawmill buying supplies. We both had three
children by then, so we were invited out
for s’mores over a fire. I will never forget
that day. We have read about Peter and
Becky ever since because of their involvement in so many worthy activities.
—Jeanne Giffin Wright ’60
Manchester, Connecticut
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Know
it
All.
A roundup of news from campus.Want more? Find us online:

www.stlawu.edu/news

1

Joe Keniston
’05, M’07 is
St. Lawrence’s
new director
of Laurentian
engagement. He

began his job on March
16, taking over for Kim
Robinson Hissong ’94, who
was promoted to associate
vice president for University
advancement. Keniston had
been co-director of sports
information, concentrating
on athletics marketing and
special events such as Athletics
Hall of Fame inductions.

2

Steven White,
professor of
modern languages and
literatures (Spanish),

has donated 120 copies
of his book, Arando el
aire: la ecología en la
poesía y la música de
Nicaragua, to students
at the Colegio La Salle
in León, Nicaragua.

Each member of the next
graduating class will receive
a complimentary copy of
his study of Nicaraguan
poetry and music that has an
environmental focus.

3

website resource posted in
2014. Her essay, “From
Dehumanization to
Rehumanization” argues for
the restoration of human
dignity and reassertion of
the priority of humans above
systems originally intended
to serve humanity.

4

Laura Rediehs,
associate
professor of philosophy
and coordinator of
peace studies, is the

author of an essay for the
Carnegie Council that
became its most popular

Kiplinger’s
Personal
Finance has once
again included
St. Lawrence
University in its
list of Best Values in
Private Colleges. And

the University was named
Best Campus in New York
by Niche.com, thanks
in large part to students

who completed its survey,
receiving “A” grades for food,
housing and technology.
St. Lawrence also came in at
number 12 nationally. To
view the full report, visit
colleges.niche.com/rankings/
best-campus/s/new-york.

5

Cheryl Stuntz
has been
appointed to
the Absalom
Graves Gaines
Professorship of
Psychology. A sport

psychologist, she won the
Maslow Award, given to a
faculty member who shows
great interest in the welfare
of the student body as a
whole, in 2013.

Johnson-Affiliated Film Takes Four Oscars

A

film for which University Trustee Sarah Johnson
’82 was executive producer took top honors at
February’s Oscars ceremony in Los Angeles.
“Birdman, or The Unexpected Virtue of Ignorance”

won best picture, best director, best original screenplay and best
cinematography. The movie “epitomizes much of Hollywood—
showy, ego-mad, desperate for artistic credibility,” according to
an Associated Press article.
Johnson began financing socially-minded documentaries
approximately 10 years ago. She later branched out into
independent films, according to a story in The Hollywood
Reporter. Other films she has produced include The Devil’s Knot
and the historical drama The Immigrant, both released in 2013.
Last fall, the documentary The Invisible War, for which Johnson
was part of a team of executive producers, won two Emmys. That
film addresses sexual assault in the U.S. military.

4

You Can Get
Anything You Want….

A

An old carriage barn off University Avenue has
been converted into a recycled goods store.

By Samantha Weber ’15

small, tan barn is
nestled behind a
cluster of theme
residences on
University Avenue. One might miss it
at first glance. This nondescript building is, in fact, one of the subtle gems of
sustainability embedded in St. Lawrence’s
campus. The Barn Good Thrift Store has
had its doors open to both students and
community members since 2005.
According to Hannah Drummond ’15,
above, manager of Barn Good, the store’s
benefits are three-fold: “One, it’s a great
way to get all of the dorm supplies you

need without having to pay very much.
Two, it’s right here on campus. Three, it
keeps a bunch of stuff out of trashcans.”
One of Hannah’s most important duties as store manager is keeping track of
how many items they’ve helped repurpose
throughout the year. The store’s popularity spikes during the annual sale at the
beginning of the fall semester. Here, the
staff works tirelessly to find new homes
for scores of goods that were discarded at
the end of the previous spring semester.
At the fall 2014 sale alone, they sold over
500 items.
A plethora of affordable treasures awaits

patrons in the busy little space, ranging
from clothing to area rugs to kitchen
appliances. Hannah says that the store
is an especially valuable resource for
international students, who are unable to
bring bulky provisions like heavy winter
clothing overseas.
As she sifts through a heap of new
donations, finding spots for the eclectic
mix of t-shirts and knick-knacks on the
barn’s cluttered shelves, Hannah reflects
upon Barn Good’s importance. She says
with a smile, “This place really encourages a sense of community on campus.
It’s like having a giant dress-up box!” n
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laurentian
Reviews
Douglas’s poems and accompanying narration are delightfully playful at
times. Painful struggles with the death
of a son and loss of his speech from a debilitating stroke dissolve into triumphant
recovery and acceptance of his own mortality. The warmth of love for his family
overflows onto the pages as he recognizes
that fame and fortune are not what have
made his life fulfilling. He writes with
the humility, good humor and wisdom
of a man who has lived 98 years, admittedly not perfectly, but certainly well. He
teaches us all that “life could be verse.”
—Shayla Snyder Witherell ’11
Six Decades Behind the Mike
Jim Roselle ’49 is in the New York

Verses from Kirk

“I hope you enjoy the journey,” Kirk
Douglas ’39 bids you as you embark on
his fascinating life from ragman’s son to
the richness of Hollywood legend. Replete
with classic movie poses and intimate
family moments, his little brown hardcover book Life Could Be Verse: Reflections
on Love, Loss, and What Really Matters
(Health Communications, 2014) contains
the poems he has written since childhood
to traverse the ups and downs of life. St.
Lawrence is the setting behind a Shakespeare-inspired sonnet to woo an auburnhaired girl and two additional poems to
heal from her rejection. The starlets from
the movies come and go, but it is easy to
see that there is only one leading lady in
his life: his wife of 60 years, Anne.

6

State Broadcasters Hall of Fame today.
His first broadcast was a KSLU remote
play-by-play of a St. Lawrence basketball
game that his radio professor, Gertrude
Paisel, arranged in order to see if he
should major in radio or not. Afterward,
Roselle says she told him, “I liked the
idea of making the game exciting, but
you need to tone it down.” He was
allowed to continue with a major in
radio, and to broadcast every St. Lawrence major sport from that point on.
The hours of play-by-play helped
hone his skills for a job he’d thought
since childhood would be the best in
the world. Returning after college to
his hometown, Jamestown, New York,
he signed on with WJTN-AM radio.
Eventually he moved into interviewing,
and for 40 years he has brought worldclass authors, musicians, politicians,
poets, journalists, film-makers, historians, comedians, naturalists, Supreme
Court justices and others appearing at

the nearby Chautauqua Institution to
the airwaves.
He recounts all of this in his autobiography, Jim Roselle: The Best Times of
My Life (Falconer Printing, 2014). The
book includes the hard-working but
fun years at St. Lawrence and describes
how, because he knew everyone has a
story, he interviewed a multitude of
famous people, from anthropologist
Margaret Meade to Bill Clinton to
humorist Mark Russell.
More than 60 years at WJTN and 40
years of interviews at Chautauqua might
seem enough. But then Jim reflects on a
listener’s comment: “She told me, ‘Every
morning I roll over in bed and turn you
on.’ I decided to delay my retirement.”

Unpaving Paradise

—Stephen N. Anderson ’61

Permaculture Garden Replaces Part
of a Campus Parking Lot.

I

By Catherine Bennett ’16

Jim Roselle ’49, with microphone,
broadcasts a basketball game in the
old Brewer Fieldhouse in 1947. Some
68 years later, he’s still at it.
For more on books by Laurentians, go
to stlawu.edu/magazine/.

We provide information on books by alumni
and others on a first-come, first-served basis.
Books that do not receive attention here may
be recognized in a future issue.

watch as a blue-winged skipper alights momentarily on
a rock, her wings shifting up
and down. I’ve never seen one
before. But then, I’ve never
headed a University permaculture garden either, and that’s what I am
doing here.
It’s June, hot and sunny, and I am
mulching what used to be a parking lot
behind Commons College theme house
on Park Street. The St. Lawrence University Fruit for the Future Permaculture
Garden holds more than 50 perennials and self-seeding annuals in what is
quickly becoming a smooth compromise
between cultivation and wildness. De-

signed around centuries-old agricultural
practices, the garden is becoming an ecological, holistic and sustainable support
system that will help encourage awareness
of the interconnectedness of all.
The “P-Garden” was started in the
spring of 2012. Supported by an Innovation Grant, students and staff replaced
asphalt with cardboard, compost, soils,
trees, bushes, herbs and path-marking
boulders. Since then, an outdoor classroom, hand-made Adirondack benches
and welcoming signs have been added.
Students harvest the food plants for
cooking, and classes meet there. Chaplain
Kathleen Buckley’s First-Year Program
course “The Power of Place” created

the benches and plant signs, and Sara
Ashpole takes her Environmental Studies 101 class there to teach them about
permaculture and biodiversity, as well
as how interactions among everything,
one of the foundations of permaculture,
function.
The future does look fruitful. Goals for
the fall semester include adding a compost system, water barrel and grape arbor;
completing a plant catalog, helping to
educate those unfamiliar with the garden.
As this garden grows, so we hope the
number of participants will as well. n
Those interested in learning more about
the campus “P-Garden” may contact the
writer at cebenn12@stlawu.edu.
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‘Hey, I bet that was my room!’
“I had many close friends that
year, but having a single room
afforded me a sanctuary to which
I could escape the madness.”


—Dick Colantuono ’71

The “From the Archives”
picture in our winter issue
generated an abundance
of recollections.

“The rooms in 1954 were
really quite well worn and
yes, they were that Spartan.
There were also a desk with
a two- or three-shelf hanging
bookcase and one very narrow
bed with an ancient mattress.
With that sink and an illegal
toaster-oven, I ‘augmented’
the Residence’s dining room
offerings, (and) your footlocker acted as a sofa.”


No Test Tubes
in This Lab
The Experimental Economics Lab allows students to test
economic concepts they may face for real someday.

T

By Kara McDuffee ’15

here’s a new
laboratory on
campus that will
give students the
opportunity to
participate in and
conduct their own
experiments through interactive, handson research. Sounds familiar, but what
might come as a surprise is that the lab
is for economics.
“The Experimental Economics Lab
tests economic theory against real-world
behavior,” explains Meryl Motika, assistant professor of economics. Lab users

8

interact virtually through the computers in the lab, providing insight into
individual and group behavior under
different types of economic situations.
Professors and students can create their
own computer programs to test concepts such as trade, prices and productivity. “Usually, we’re creating a market
or we’re looking at interactions between
people, because that’s mostly what trade
is,” Motika says.
Emma Flemming ’16 is creating her
own experiment involving potential payoffs. “This is such an amazing opportunity to gain experience designing and

running economics experiments that I
can use down the road,” she says. “Not
many universities provide their students
with these tools and facilities, and I’m
excited to be one of the first students to
take part in establishing our lab.”
ooking forward, Motika hopes
use of the lab can expand to other
departments. “There’s a surprising
amount of experimental research that’s
happening in the corporate world
today,” she declares. “If our students
have an idea of how to set up a welldesigned experiment, they can use that
in any sort of job.” n

—Alexander Wallace
(Wallace Douglas) ’58

“Looks like my room in my
freshman year, 1962-63.
Although clean and comfortable,
it was somewhat cloistered and
claustrophobic. Being upstairs
from the dining area made it
very efficient to get to eight
o'clocks on time.”		


—Bob Riemer ’66

Laurentians in Residence, Spring 2015 Edition

“As I recollect, the window was
just over the bed, and a clothes
closet was to the right of the
chair in the photo. The new Kirk
Douglas Hall rooms look very
comfortable. I hope the students
appreciate what they have.”


—John T. Kahler Jr. ’51

“One item that came with the
room, which probably isn’t in the
hotel-like rooms of today, was a
black rotary-dial telephone.”


—Jamie Ross ’73

“One spring day in 1946 I
returned to my room to discover
several tadpoles swimming
around in my sink, courtesy of
one of my friends. The urinals
in the bathroom were covered
with white wooden boxes. Too
much for teenage girls to look
at, I guess.”

—Jean Kring Tews ’49
(The writer alludes to the fact that
immediately after World War II,
with few men enrolled, women
were housed in “Men’s Res” for a
period of time. —NSB)

F

our alumni were
on campus in
February as
Laurentians
in Residence.

From left, they were Phoebe
Kornfeld ’77, retired from
careers in law and education;
David Schryver ’05, pharmacy
services executive; Katherine
“Kat” Bagley ’07, science
writer and teacher of science
journalism; and Michele
Fazekas ’93, a TV showrunner,
writer and producer.
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Whose cars are these?
The plates give them away.
The Highlander, left, belongs to Patti
Frazer Lock, Cummings Professor of
Mathematics, while the Prius, complete
with a plate holder revealing that it
was purchased from Patti’s brother’s
business in Canton, is the property
of her husband, Burry Professor of
Statistics Robin Lock.

St. Lawrence a Leading
Producer of Peace
Corps Volunteers

S

By Ryan Deuel

Four Students Attend Clinton Global Initiative Meeting

F

our St. Lawrence students were invited to

I think art can provide an outlet in seemingly hopeless

attend the Clinton Global Initiative Univer-

situations like this,” she says.

sity conference, in Miami in March, to present

tively new liberal arts pedagogy in the science, technol-

social issues. From left, Vanessa Chilunda ’17, Rutendo

ogy, engineering and math (STEM) field in her native

Chabikwa ’17, Luize Eihmane ’16 and Winsome Toroitich

country. Winsome, of Nairobi, Kenya, wants to develop

’17 joined about 1,000 college students from across the

a nonprofit organization that will help women in Kenya

U.S. at the conference.

build greenhouses, while Luize, who is originally from

Rutendo, of Harare, Zimbabwe, presented a social ven-

Riga, Latvia, proposes after-school programming, which

ture called “This Is My Story.” She aims to teach photog-

her native country lacks. “There are a lot of kids just

raphy, writing and videography to youths ages 15-24 in

hanging around, and that leads to drinking and drugs

impoverished urban Zimbabwe. “Many of these youths

and gangs,” she explains.

have turned to drug abuse and criminal activities, and

10

Vanessa, of Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania, proposes a rela-

their proposals for innovative solutions to challenging

See more at www.stlawu.edu/news.

t. Lawrence ranks 14th
among small schools,
with 10 alumni currently
volunteering worldwide,
in the Peace Corps’
2015 rankings of the
top volunteer-producing colleges and
universities across the country.
St. Lawrence alumni are currently
serving in Botswana, China, Indonesia,
Kyrgyzstan, Malawi, Mexico, Moldova,
Mongolia, South Africa and Togo,
working in sectors including education,
environment and health.
“The Peace Corps provides an
indispensable opportunity for young
people out of college to put their unique
skills to work making a difference for
communities around the world,” Peace

Corps Director Carrie Hessler-Radelet
said. “Volunteers make lasting change
by living and working at the grassroots
level in their communities of service
and using their talents to tackle some
of the most critical challenges in
international development.”
Jonathan Foster-Moore ’13, a health
education volunteer in the Kyrgyz
Republic, has partnered with a regional
Health Promotion Unit at a family
medical center that distributes literature
and gives training on many health topics.
“I help run a weekly ‘healthy families’
club for parents as well as a health club
for secondary school kids,” he says.
And (recently) I was given approval
for a project to install sinks and toilets
with running water in one of the local

Jonathan Foster-Moore '13 (far right)
stands in front of Tash Rabat—an ancient
structure along the historic Silk Road
used to shelter travelers—with his local
counterpart, other friends from his
village, and a fellow Kyrgyzstan Peace
Corps volunteer.

schools.” (See his award-winning photo
in Class Notes.)
The Peace Corps ranks its top
volunteer-producing colleges and
universities annually according to the
size of the student body. Alumni from
more than 3,000 colleges and universities
nationwide have served in the Peace
Corps since the agency’s founding in
1961, including 254 Laurentians. n
See more at www.stlawu.edu/news.
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Marching In

Across the Decades
A baske tball alumna and a curre nt playe r ,
79 ye ars apart in age , d iscov e r wh at th e y h av e in common.
By Kara McDuffee ’15

W

Alex Moore, a sophomore women’s ice
hockey forward from Napanee, Ontario,
steals the puck from a Colgate player
during tense action at Appleton Arena
last winter. The Saints finished 19-12-5 and
advanced to the ECAC quarterfinal round.

12

hen I started my basketball
preseason last fall, I didn’t
know who Shirley George
Pendell ’36 was. I learned
about her when my coach, Dan Roiger,
received a call from her niece requesting that
our team sign a basketball as a gift for her
100th birthday. When I found out that she
still talks about playing in college, I knew that
I had to talk with her. The conversation was
remarkable, both because of Shirley’s story
and because of how far women’s basketball has
progressed since her era.
Her son David was kind enough to orchestrate
a three-way call. After I explained that I was on
the St. Lawrence women’s team, Shirley immediately asked, “What position do you play?”
Shirley and I discovered that we were both
forwards, though the term is different now. At six
feet tall, I play underneath the basket against the
tallest girls. Shirley played in the forward court;
at that time, the basketball floor was divided into sections
and the players weren’t allowed to run the full length of the
court. She confessed that she didn’t like that: “Our favorite
thing was just to play outright, like the men.”
There were other differences. Even though the women’s
program at St. Lawrence started before the men’s did, the
women had fewer opponents. “We played anybody who
came along, since it was hard to find games,” Shirley told me.
“Sometimes we played local high school teams. You probably
don’t have to do that today, is that right?”
That’s right. I informed her that we travel all over New York
and New England for our games, and could have added that we
were to fly to Colorado for a tournament later in the fall. We
also share Burkman Gymnasium with the men, while Shirley’s
team was forced to play on an old court in Madill Hall with
whatever resources they could scrape together. Title IX—legislation that forbade discrimination toward women in education
programs, including athletics—passed halfway between Shirley’s
student days and mine, and I loved being able to hear about the
progress. “You’re better off with what you’ve got today,” she told
me. I agreed.
After majoring in teaching education, Shirley taught high
school in Norwich, New York, until moving back to her hometown of Verona, New York, during World War II. She now
resides in an assisted living center in South Carolina, although
she doesn’t need much assistance; she is entirely mobile, and

In this photo of the 1935-36 women’s
basketball team, senior Shirley George
is holding the ball, just as she did last
September, when today’s women’s team
signed a ball for her in honor of her
100th birthday.

her biggest ailment is some arthritis in one
index finger, the legacy of a basketball injury in college. “You
know, I’m here with older people, and many of them can’t walk
or even talk, so I’m very grateful that I can. Playing ball was
probably the best thing that ever happened to me,” she told me.
On top of that, her personality is as strong as ever. After a few
of my questions, she would laugh and reply, “Let me think,
you’re asking a woman who’s over 100 now!”
She knew exactly what to say, however, when it came to her
passion for the sport. “It was something that I loved to do and
I gave it my all, and I think our team did the same thing. We
were out there to win,” she told me. “I’d still play if I could.”
With all the opportunities that women athletes have now,
and the opportunities that I am grateful to have experienced, I
imagine she would love it even more. n
Kara McDuffee wrote this story during her University Communications internship last fall. A women’s basketball tri-captain, she
was named 2015 Liberty League Player of the Year and a Capital
One Division III Third Team Academic All-American.
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pass defense. It also helped
raise the bar for the team’s success both on and off the field.
The “Freeport Trio” has
flourished together since
joining forces. Maurice
became the featured
tailback in 2013, earning
MVP honors in the annual
Hoffman Cup game with
Merchant Marine after a
207-yard, two-touchdown
performance en route to
Second Team All-Liberty
League status. Leondre
was named an All-America
by D3football.com and
was a first team All-League
choice. Evan, who was also

“I’m with my friends, I play the sport
I love and am getting a great
education. What more can you ask for?”
Evan Lapice ’16

an All-League selection in
2014, helped the Saints’
defense become the best
in the conference.
“They come from a
great high school football
program where all three
were highly competitive,”
Football Head Coach Mark
Raymond M’96 says. “They

have made us a better team.
They have a winning attitude,
they don’t like to lose and
they demand accountability
from their teammates.”
Each member of the trio
is thankful for the opportunity that St. Lawrence has
given them to play football
together, and continue to

strengthen their friendship,
all while adding many other
Laurentian friends and teammates along the way.
“I know I picked the right
school and am very happy,”
Evan notes. “I’m with my
friends, I play the sport I
love and am getting a great
education. What more can
you ask for?”
He hesitates for a moment, then adds, “Well, to
be honest, there is one more
thing that Lee, Moe and I
do not have, and that is a
Liberty League championship. In 2015 that goal will
be achieved.” n

In two years, the Freeport Trio
has helped St. Lawrence to:

The Freeport Trio
Juniors from the same high school
have their sights set on a league football title in 2015.
By Joe Keniston ’05, M’07

“Let’s go turn up at SLU.”
That’s what Leondre “Lee” Simmon ’16
said to friend, teammate and fellow Freeport, New York, native Maurice “Mo”
Irby ’16 during their senior year of high
school. That phrase usually refers to partying, but not in this instance. They were
talking about combining forces for the
next four years and making a difference
in the St. Lawrence football program.
Both were heavily recruited by football
teams all across the country, but Leondre, a 6-foot-1, 180-pound dual-sport
athlete, was looking to play both football
and basketball at the collegiate level, and
Maurice, a 5-foot-5, 145-pound elusive
running back, saw a chance to become a
threat out of the backfield for an emerg-
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ing program. They made the decision to
travel 380 miles together from home to
the North Country with dreams of winning a conference title.
But reality set in quickly in their first
season. The team struggled in fall 2012,
finishing 0-10 and leaving both Saints
wondering what went wrong.
“We saw the potential,” Maurice says.
“We never held our heads down. We just
needed a spark to start the fire.”
Enter Evan Lapice ’16. Evan, who
had known Maurice and Leondre since
seventh grade back in Freeport, opted
to attend a Division II school to play
football. Though his team was successful,
the college wasn’t the experience he had
hoped for. While home during a break,
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first
back-to-back 7+ win seasons since 1977-78

█

first eight-win season since 1982

█




first
back-to-back wins (2013, 2014) over Union College
since 1962 and 1963

█


first
win at the University of Rochester since 1997

█


first
win at Rensselaer since 1986

█


first
win against Springfield College

█



Keep up with
your favorite
sports teams!
For schedules, scores,
statistics and more, visit

saintsathletics.com
Facebook:

facebook.com/
saintsathletics
Twitter:
twitter.com/SLUsaints

First in the country in pass efficiency defense (2014)

From left, Maurice Irby, Leondre Simmon
and Evan Lapice have a Liberty League
championship in their sights for 2015,
their last season together.

his friends didn’t hold back on offering
some “saintly” advice.
“Mo and Lee told me all about
St. Lawrence and how it was a great
school academically. When I looked up
the statistics about employment rates
after graduation, I was very impressed,”
Evan said. “They also told me about the
0-10 season and about the potential they
had. After I visited in December, I was
sold. I wanted to be a Saint.”
The addition of Evan, a 5-foot-5,
170-pound safety, not only solidified a

Cady ’75 Honored

S

teve Cady ’75 was among five

head coach of the men’s soccer program

inductees into the Miami University

(1978-80). He was the winner of the Ameri-

(Ohio) Cradle of Coaches

can Hockey Coaches Association Jim Fuller-

Association in late January. The association

ton Award in 2002, and the Steve “Coach”
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Cady Arena at Miami’s Goggin Ice Center is

Miami graduates and staff members.
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the growth of ice hockey at Miami and has

served on both the NCAA Ice Hockey Rules

served as senior associate athletics direc-

and Ice Hockey Championships committees.

tor and assistant vice president for finance

A North Country native, Steve played

and business services since 1998. He was the

three seasons of varsity soccer at St.

head coach of the Miami ice hockey team for

Lawrence. He began his coaching career at

nine seasons, including its first seven years

Bowling Green State University in 1976-77.

as a varsity program (1978-85), and was also



—Wally Johnson
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REDUCE

Are
we
green
yet?

When does something no longer take a deliberate and

Using the workshop
kindly offered by local
boat-builder Everett
Smith, Sustainability
Semester students
Anna Hughes ’17, left,
and Will McMaster ’16
fabricate parts for a
new water heater at
the Semester’s site.

conscious act, but instead become so routine,

so engrained, that it becomes a habit? And at what point do those habits simply become part of our culture?
reports on where we are now in our quest for sustainability, while
louise gava

tackles the difficult question of where St. Lawrence goes from here.

Where we are

BY RYAN DEUEL

sustainability has been a buzzword in media and on university campuses for at least 20 years.
It received quite a bit of attention surrounding the Kyoto Protocol on climate change in 1997 and
again in the mid-2000s, as energy prices soared and seriously affected our day-to-day routines. In
June 2008, the average per-gallon price of gas topped $4 for the first time in the United States.
Heating our homes took up a larger portion of our household budgets, especially when heating
oil was required. Businesses frantically searched for ways to cut energy expenditures. Costs for raw
construction materials grew to staggeringly high prices. We began to look for ways to save.
It’s not that sustainability was a new concept before then. People understood the significance of
recycling, and they often did. But they didn’t necessarily have to recycle. We knew that proper insulation in our homes and businesses could reduce energy use, but we could still afford to crank up
the furnace on a sub-zero day. We knew that smaller, more fuel-efficient cars got better mileage and
would save us money, but not all of us wanted to give up the comforts of our seven-passenger SUVs.
By 2008, however, all of that had changed, and the nation as a whole had become consumed
by the buzz of sustainability.
That same year, the St. Lawrence magazine produced a sustainability-themed issue, outlining >
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illustrations by edmon de haro
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REUSE

In the recesses of Dana Dining Hall, Linda Dixon
David
Murphy,
assistant
professor
of environmental
studies, recently
has
been
making
these St.
Lawrence’s
iconic Pub
brought
students
in his
Renewable
Energy
Cookies for
37 years,
and
for now she’s
bee.course to Curran Renewable
Energy, a wood pellet fuel-maker in Massena. They took samples back
to their campus laboratory, where they measured the energy density
of different wood pellets. “This is a hands-on course; students get to
play around with the technology,” Murphy says. “We do a lot of critical
thinking about issues, and ask questions about current practices.”

all of the initiatives that the University was taking and planned
to take in order to become a more sustainable campus, from
LEED-certified buildings to enacting an Environmental Action
Plan to signing the American College and University Presidents
Climate Commitment. A year prior to its publication, the University had also hired its first sustainability coordinator, Louise
Gava ’07, who remains at St. Lawrence today (see her thoughts
on sustainability on page 27.).
Within months of that publication, however, the country
stared down a financial and economic crisis unlike any since the
days of the Great Depression. While the summer of 2008 had
seen record energy and raw material costs, the financial panic
just six months later caused commodity prices to plummet.

T

he buzz surrounding the sustainability movement
may have quieted since the late 2000s, but the efforts seemingly
have not. While no one was paying much attention, sustainable
living practices have crept into our daily lives—at home, at work
and at school. Meanwhile, the young adults who grew up recycling, turning off their lights and walking or biking places rather
than always driving brought these habits to St. Lawrence and began normalizing those same sustainable practices on campus.
A broad definition of “culture” is when attitudes, customs or
beliefs are transmitted from one generation to the next. The ef-
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forts that had gone into promoting better sustainable living habits had, in fact, begun rubbing off onto our children.
Like many changes that affect our society, the concept of sustainability began at colleges and universities. Faculty interested in
environmental and conservation issues and who conduct research
in these fields were witnessing, documenting and publishing
reports on the causes and effects of climate change and the impacts of our consumer habits on our environment. Students also
helped change the discourse on sustainability from something
that was (and remains) politically charged to something that
seems—to them at least—completely normal. Throwing sheets
of paper and aluminum cans into the garbage rather than the
recycling bin appears just as repugnant to the environmentallyconscious student as dumping toxic chemicals into the ground
and local waterways seems to older generations.
Today, St. Lawrence University students are actively advocating for environmentally friendly solutions, from carrying water
bottles to eliminating pesticides to divesting the University’s investments in fossil fuels. They also demand that academics be
in line with their sustainable ways of thinking. The Adirondack
Semester—an intensive semester spent deep in the wilderness
of the Adirondacks—is so popular that the program has to turn
away students. In spring 2013, the Sustainability Semester began its inaugural term, giving students the chance to live and
learn on a nearby farmstead and intern at companies and organizations committed to environmentally just solutions.

B

ut it’s not just in special off-campus programs
done. And who better to teach students about these issues than
where St. Lawrence has infused sustainability into its curriculum.
students themselves?
This change in thinking has become systemic. Starting with the
The Environmental Action Organization, or EAO, is a stuClass of 2017, every St. Lawrence student will have to take at
dent-led group of individuals who not only care about issues
least one environmental literacy course in order to meet the Uniof the environment and sustainability but also look for ways
versity’s graduation requirements. These courses’ learning goals
to address environmental concerns on campus.
dictate that students must, according to the St. Lawrence Catalog,
Margot Nitschke ’16 of Rochester, New York, says that
“demonstrate an understanding of the consequences of human acwhile students may look the part, they don’t always think
tivities on natural systems; an awareness of the cultural, economic
and act with environmental sustainability in mind.
and political forces that affect environmental policies; and an un“The campus dresses like we’re all sustainability-minded.
derstanding of natural systems and the impacts they can have on
People look ‘crunchy’ in their Carhartts and Bean Boots bethe environment, human life, health and welfare.”
cause looking ‘sustainable’ is actually a way to look cool on
Jessica Prody is an assistant professor of percampus,” Margot says. “But, while they may
formance and communication arts (PCA). She
talk the talk, they don’t always walk the walk.”
teaches Environmental Communication, a
While no one
Gwyneth Buchanan ’16 grew up in Burcourse in which students learn how people talk
lington, Vermont. For her and her family,
about issues related to the environment.
was paying
recycling and eating organic food was a nor“The course examines our behaviors about
mal part of daily life.
and toward environmental policies as well as
much attention,
“But coming to college, I realized that
the ethical implications of those same policies,”
these things don’t always occur to everyone,”
says Prody, who also teaches courses in rhetosustainable
she says. “People bring other lifestyles with
ric. “We’re never going to get society to solve its
them. It’s one of the reasons I joined EAO,
environmental problems unless we get people
living practices so I could help be that go-between for stuto talk about them.”
dents. And even if they don’t change their
There’s a debate, Prody says, about who gets
have crept
ways, at least they’re becoming mindful of
to speak about sustainability and from whose
(sustainability) issues.”
point of view environmental issues are disinto our
EAO members don’t only teach students
cussed. “There are ethical issues at stake, such
about sustainability concepts. They are also
as food justice, social justice and how humans
daily lives—
working hard to get students to change their
have to live with climate change,” she explains.
ingrained behaviors. This year, through a
And because it’s a science course that comes
at home, at
University Innovation Grant, EAO helped
from a humanities perspective, it tends to be
facilitate the adoption of green clamshell
extremely popular with St. Lawrence students.
work and
to-go boxes that students could use to get
“There are a lot of students interested in entheir meals from Dana Dining Center. Stuvironmental issues—students in global studies,
at school.
dents can buy a box for $5, turn it in for
PCA majors, English, history, and so on,” she
cleaning and receive a clean one in return
says. “These same students may be intimidated
for their next meal.
by science courses. So this is a way for them to learn and talk
Last year, EAO received a small grant from the New York
about an issue they think they should know more about. It’s a
State Pollution Prevention Institute to develop an awareway for them to enter into the conversation and be more comness campaign over the use of bottled water. And the group
fortable talking about it.”
is looking into selling silverware that students can keep in
Prody’s course also happens to be one of about 90 that St. Lawtheir backpacks rather than using plastic.
rence classifies as a “sustainability course.” These courses meet
“These all might seem like small things, but we feel they
the societal, economic and environmental challenges of sustainadd up to a lot in the end,” Margot says.
ability while also conveying skills to address those challenges.
Gwyneth is hopeful. “I believe that in order to change
Today, 19 of St. Lawrence’s 26 academic departments offer at
things globally, we have to start with the things we care
least one sustainability course, and 10 academic departments
about and that are important to us,” she says. “I have faith
have faculty who are actively engaged in sustainability research
in our students and in our University.”
(see sidebar on page 26 for examples).
“If St. Lawrence markets itself as a green institution, then it’s

Despite the widespread change in attitudes toward sustainability and environmentally friendly living habits, especially
with younger generations, there’s still work that needs to be

going to bring in more students who are green-minded,” Gwyneth says. “More students who care about environmental issues
will mean more change in that direction for the University.”
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RECYCLE

Hannah Langsdale ’15 peruses offerings at the “Huge Fall

Where we’re headed

Sale” run by the Barn Good Thrift Store. Sales of items
students left behind the previous spring keep them out of
the waste stream and fund the store’s annual operations.

in a 2006 “environmental resolution,” St. Lawrence
University committed itself to integrating environmental
sustainability into the curriculum, culture and operations of
our campus. In 2007, we established climate neutrality as a
goal when we signed the American College and University
Presidents’ Climate Commitment. We now have an off-campus program focused on sustainability, a main campus that is
pesticide- and herbicide-free, and a new residence hall with
geothermal heating and cooling. We have reduced our greenhouse gas emissions by 16 percent.
What do we do next?
Our participation in a sustainability self-assessment (Sustainability Tracking, Assessment and Rating System, or

Read more about it on page 5.

M

		
argot and gwyneth, both of whom are
environmental studies majors, both studied off campus in
fall 2014—Margot in Denmark, Gwyneth on the Adirondack Semester.
Margot says she chose Denmark specifically because it’s a
developed nation that is not only environmentally focused
but also tackles issues with financial sustainability in mind.
She witnessed how Copenhagen addressed flooding of its
commuter rail system with green spaces that acted as retaining ponds and also provided new parks for its citizens.

HERE & THERE
Numerous St. Lawrence courses across the curriculum
include sustainability. A small sample:
l

Natural Resource Economics (Economics)

l

Environmental Geology (Geology)

l

Environmental Justice (Chemistry)

l

Global Population Issues (Global Studies)

l

Environmental Psychology (Psychology)

l

Global Climate (Physics)

l

Going Locavore (English)

l

Art and Nature (Art and Art History)

l

Environmental Movements (Sociology)

l

Introduction to Peace Studies (Peace Studies)

l

Comparative Environmental Politics (Government)
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“It was really interesting to see how an entire country does
environmentalism,” she says. “I realized that I could be doing
more in my own life, too.”
Gwyneth says it is the life lessons learned on the Adirondack Semester that she will take with her.
“We used to say we were doing something hard-easy,” she
says. “We learned that it’s okay to take an extra minute to do
something that’s harder now rather than wait and do something easier later on. You’ll see students carrying a yogurt,
plastic spoon and water bottle. If they’d take an extra minute
to wash their spoon and use a reusable water bottle, they’d be
doing something to help reduce waste.”
“I’ve found that St. Lawrence is very receptive to sustainability issues,” Margot says. “We see a lot of cooperation
coming from the administration. If we want to talk about the
number of water bottles sold in the Pub or come up with a
reusable to-go box for Dana, they will usually say ‘what can
we do to help?’”
When we hear a call for environmental action, it no longer
seems like a foreign concept to us. In fact, in many ways, it
seems perfectly normal, like calls for healthy eating and quitting smoking.
And maybe that’s just it. Maybe sustainability has become
such a normalized practice that it now appears simply routine …
simply a part of our culture. n

BY LOUISE GAVA ’07

STARS) has made two things clear:
l First and most exciting, St. Lawrence has developed a culture of sustainability across all sectors of our campus. We
have laid the foundation from which we can build and create
real and lasting change.
l Second, we have focused most of our efforts and resources
thus far on high-visibility, low-impact initiatives. While our
bike-share program and campus thrift store are important,
we have yet to significantly reduce our campus energy consumption or our waste per campus user. As we move forward,
we need to further prioritize and plan for the capital projects
and implement processes and policies that will allow for significant and sustained gains in these areas.

The Sustainability Semester’s 25 Rhode Island
Red hens keep the students and staff supplied
with eggs. The coop-on-wheels, left, “allows
us to move them to new patches of grass every
two weeks,” says Homesteader-in-Residence

Ryan Deuel is St. Lawrence University’s director
of media relations.

Ben Swimm. “They get fresh food and fertilize
(a new patch of) soil.”

21

EDUCATE

Alexandra Sarhanis, Sustainability

Gwyneth Buchanan ’16 looks into

Semester community coordinator,

the distance from a perch on

lends a hand toward construction of

Whiteface Mountain. Perhaps she

a timber-frame greenhouse on site.

envisions what St. Lawrence will
have achieved toward even greater
sustainability in the future.

We've laid the
foundation from
which we can

C

build and
create real

ampus operations are significant
we fulfill an objective of our strategic map, to
and lasting
drivers of campus culture. While it is important
“enhance and further develop sustainability as a
that we have a good story to tell, we need to
core element of our educational programs,” we
change.
continually adjust and align our marketing efmust continue to improve the sustainability of
forts with our intentions and actions, so that our
our operations, expand our current co-curricular
sustainability brand accurately reflects our campus initiatives sustainability opportunities and assess the sustainability literaand successes.
cy of our graduates, so as to attract and retain the students who
The Princeton Review reports that 62 percent of students and are interested in our sustainability educational programs.
61 percent of parents strongly/very much/somewhat base a
So where do we go from here?
college decision on commitment to environmental issues. As
Adopting a plan for sustainable building operations and
maintenance will help us reduce our buildings’ energy consumption. Purchasing electricity from clean and renewable
energy sources will help reduce our greenhouse gas emissions.
sustainable steps Good things we’ve done
Improving recycling education and system efficiency will rel Geothermal heating and cooling in Kirk Douglas Hall
duce waste. All of these efforts have cost-saving potential and
l LEED (Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design)
opportunities to engage our campus community in conversaGold certification for Johnson Hall of Science
tions of sustainable behaviors.
l 50 percent of University electricity purchases
It is critical that we do the bold and challenging work it
from renewable sources
takes to make sustained impacts on the operations of the
l Campus low-mow zones
University and create a model living-learning environment
that encourages our students to engage with principles of a
l Electric-powered Facilities Operations vehicles
sustainable future. Onward! n
l 25 percent of waste stream recycled
l

Hydration Stations (to discourage plastic bottles)

l

Motion-sensitive interior lighting
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Louise Gava is St. Lawrence’s campus sustainability coordinator
and assistant director of the Sustainability Semester.
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SLU Connect-DC helps students

learn

how Washington works, from exciting issues

One Small Step In side the Beltway
to softball rosters. by Mariah Dignan ’16

Manogue ’83, a director at the State Department: “Imagine you’re
and appreciate the Apotheosis of George Washington in the in the office on a Friday night about to finish your work and the
Rotunda of the Capitol building. The next night, I eat dinner phone rings with another project. What is the issue that will get
with Massachusetts Congresswoman Katherine Clark ’85; to you excited to answer the phone? If you can answer that question,
my left is McCurdy-Sprague Trustee Jon Cardinal ’08, director you have found the field you want to go into.”
I knew my answer—women in politics. I will do whatof economic development for U.S. Senator from New
ever it takes to make sure women’s issues are duly repYork Kirsten Gillibrand.
resented in Congress. Hearing from Robert reaffirmed
These are just two of many experiences I had while
my long-term goal of running for office. (So, heads up:
attending a new and incomparable networking program.
Keep your eyes on the ballot in 2032 because you will
SLU Connect-DC brought 28 students to Washington,
see my name on it!)
D.C., for six days in early January, for networking events,
The focal point of the week was the inaugural “Get
site tours and visits, and alumni-run panel discussions.
“Nothing
Connected” event, where we met and connected with
I made meaningful connections while realizing Laurenhas reaffirmed
more than 50 alumni. At first, it was overwhelming. Evtians are successful because we are passionate about our
my decision
erywhere I turned, I saw an important person: lobbyists,
causes. SLU Connect-DC was a testament to that.
to attend
politicians, trustees! I didn’t know where to begin, so
I wanted to make as many connections as I could
St. Lawrence
I just politely inserted myself into conversations, disbefore starting my internship with Sen. Gillibrand as
more than the
cussing my future as a politician, my St. Lawrence expart of my semester in Washington. I came away with
experiences
perience and my love for New York Rangers hockey.
so much more! I learned how to nail an interview and I had this week.”
By the end of the session, I had collected more than
how to make small talk and, most important, decided #SLUConnectDC
30 business cards and, even better, had had insightful
on my career path thanks to great advice from Robert @mariahdignan
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I stare 174 feet, 9 inches toward the sky,

conversations with alumni, including a 15-minute conversation
with Congresswoman Clark. Having previously interned for government officials, I can share that interns never get that much facetime with a representative. We talked about Senator Gillibrand’s
interests, the lack of women politicians and even television shows.
I’m relieved to know that I am not the only person on the Hill who
is obsessed with “Scandal” and “House of Cards.”
Congresswoman Clark also invited me to play softball with
the congressional team. She smiled and said, “Mariah, I stink so
maybe you could play for me!” Needless to say, I will be visiting
her office on the Hill this spring.
SLU Connect-DC was a transformative experience for me. It
was crucial for me at this point in my college career to see the
depth of the D.C. alumni network. I learned from Trustee Jennifer Curley Reichert ’90, president and CEO of Curley Company,
that I must “pay it forward” and help Laurentians who come to
me for help in the future.
Now it’s my time to demonstrate my passions, use my skill
sets and make the proper connections to secure a job in D.C.
after I graduate. It’s nearly time to enter the professional world,
and I cannot wait! n

BEST FEET FORWARD “Students who come into
college with family members already in highpowered professions know what they should wear,
what they should say in interviews and how their
résumé should look. We want to level the playing
field, particularly for liberal arts students and firstgeneration students by providing them with an
opportunity to learn important skills by watching how
investment bankers, lawyers and doctors work.”
—Mike Arpey ’85, Trustee, who sponsored
nine students to attend the program
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On the cusp of graduation,

W

a student considers what makes
St. Lawrence special.

		
henever someone asks me about my
time at St. Lawrence, I say without hesitation that I absolutely
love it. More than just love, I’m obsessed with it. And it is an obsession—how else would I come to own more than 60 articles of
SLU apparel? (Being on the women’s basketball team helps, but
still….) Yet it’s difficult to truly express the sentiment in words.
What about St. Lawrence makes me love it so much?
There’s something about this place that makes me enjoy what
I’m doing. I showed up for my first year without a direction. I
decided to major in English because I liked writing, and then I
added another communications major somewhere along the way.
I’ve genuinely enjoyed the classes that I’ve taken. Now, I’m able to
combine two of my passions—writing and athletics—in a senior
honors project. I’m doing things that I love. >
By Kara McDuffee ’15
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It’s how
funny
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It’s funny
soon
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creating
social circles
that
are endlessly
that are
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St. Lawrence
St. Lawrence
string. string.

27

One wonders if Kara McDuffee owns
any t-shirts, sweatshirts and whatnot
that don’t say “St. Lawrence.”

And it’s not just me. The people around me enjoy what they’re
doing too. I have a friend who loved her semester in Kenya so
much that she is living in Africa now, leading a community
organization (a mother even named her child after her). I have
a roommate who constantly relates the things she learns in
psychology class to our conversations because it actually interests
her. A former teammate is paving her track to medical school
with internships and innovation grants. I constantly find myself
running into inspired people, and they inspire me.
There’s something about this place that makes it easy to
make friends. I don’t know if it’s because everyone is so welcoming, or just good-natured, but we want to meet one another.
My first year, I lived and took a class with 40 other young and
diverse students. The instant exposure gave me a very easy opportunity to befriend new people. Five of us from my First-Year
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Program are now living together in a senior townhouse.
I also quickly befriended the girls on my basketball team, and
through them, I met a slew of their friends and other athletes.
As my confidence and familiarity grew over the years, I began
to understand how unique an opportunity it was to be able to
interact and make friends with so many diverse individuals.
St. Lawrence breeds this sense of community in which we not
only respect and accept each other, but also support one another.
There’s something about this place that allows me to
connect with everyone. I was once surprised by the networks
around campus, but now I have come to expect that someone I
know through one organization will be friends with someone
I spend time with through something else. My friend is the
Community Assistant of my teammate. My fellow writing tutor
is my roommate’s lab partner. My classmate is on my friend’s

volleyball team. At a school of 2,400 students, You could draw
a web connecting me with every single person through some
mutual friend, classmate or activity through fewer than six degrees
of separation. It’s funny how soon our paths cross, creating social
circles that are endlessly intertwined with St. Lawrence string.
The people at St. Lawrence constantly break stereotypes for
me. Even as a senior, I am still learning lessons about not limiting myself through preconceived notions, whether that means
doing something I’ve never tried before, or spending time with
someone I never thought I’d have anything in common with.
The students here are so different from each other, and yet we
still feel universally bonded with each other through our home
at SLU. I’m so grateful that St. Lawrence has exposed me to so
many beautiful, unique individuals.
There’s something about this place that allows one to fail

and still succeed. I don’t want to say that my time here has been
perfect, because that wouldn’t be true. I have gone through the
growing pains that everyone must go through at some point
in life. At one point, struggling to find myself emotionally and
mentally, I questioned everything—my actions, motives, fears,
desires, beliefs, regrets. Faced with insecurities and doubts, I
shed tears on many occasions.
As my time at St. Lawrence went on, however, I came to
view these struggles in a positive light. Instead of wishing they
never happened, I embrace the fact that they did because,
surrounded by an unbelievable and inspiring support system,
I understand they are part of my growth as an individual.
And as I continually make more amazing memories with my
friends, teammates and fellow students, any negativity quickly
washes away. St. Lawrence allowed me to grow and fail and
learn, at times getting lost along the way, but always helping
me to find myself in the end.
Because of these qualities, there’s something about this place
that makes me never really want to leave. I’m dreading the
day of my graduation, because it means I will have to move
away from this place and these people. My fellow seniors and
I always joke about staying here for another year. We’re ready
to move on to the next steps in our lives, but it’s bittersweet to
say goodbye. I’m worried that I’ll never experience this type of
community and support anywhere else.
But then again, I think there’s something about this place
that makes it so that St. Lawrence never really ends. The older
I get, and the more I interact with friends who have already
graduated, the more I see that SLU doesn’t stop on campus. I
might be leaving this beautiful campus, but the relationships,
the lessons, the memories and the impact they’ve had on my
life—those won’t ever go away. n
Kara McDuffee originally wrote this essay as a blog post
during her internship in University Communications last fall.
It became the most-read post in University history.
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KIRK
DOUGLAS
HALL
INTRODUCING

Our newest residence is named for a distinguished alumnus.

Kirk Douglas ’39 (right)
and friends model
college fashions of their
era from the steps of
Richardson Hall. From
the 1939 Gridiron.

by ryan deuel

i

n his bestselling autobiography, The Ragman’s Son, the created to support their many philanthropic endeavors, Douglas
legendary movie star Kirk Douglas ’39 tells how he hitch- said, “I am very happy that the new residence hall will bear my
hiked to St. Lawrence University on the back of a fertilizer name. This way I will always be part of the campus I love. While
truck. A sympathetic dean, Edwin Hulett, gave him provision- I appreciate this great honor, my wife and I find our greatest joy
al admission to the college, despite his confession that he had in the heartfelt letters we receive each year from our scholarship
only $167. With a wrestling scholarship and numerous campus recipients, telling us what a St. Lawrence education means to them
jobs, Isadore Demsky succeeded as a student and went on to and their future.”
the American Academy of Dramatic Arts. For his Broadway
Named among the 50 greatest screen legends of all time by the
and Hollywood career, he changed his name to Kirk Douglas. American Film Institute, Douglas has appeared in more than 85
As the son of impoverished
films, including classics such as
Jewish immigrants from RusSpartacus, Lonely Are the Brave,
sia, Kirk Douglas has always
Lust for Life and Gunfight at
remembered how difficult it
the OK Corral. He was also the
was for a poor kid from a miproducer of Spartacus, and his
nority background to afford
principled hiring of a black-lista higher education. He and
ed writer who had been unemhis wife, Anne, through their
ployed for many years helped
Douglas Foundation, started
break the back of McCarthythe Kirk Douglas Scholarism, a virulently anti-commuship at St. Lawrence in 1999
nist movement in the 1950s.
to support students who repAmong his many prestigious
resent diversity, have finanawards, including the French
cial need and demonstrate
Legion of Honor, the Medal
excellence in academics and
of Freedom (America’s highest
community leadership. They
civilian honor), an Academy
expanded the scholarship in
Award and a Kennedy Center
Daniel Colby’s oil-on-canvas painting hangs in Payson Hall.
2012 with an additional gift
Honor, he proudly cites his
of $5 million.
1958 honorary doctorate from
According to President William L. Fox ’75, the Board of Trust- St. Lawrence. Now he has his own residence hall. It’s not far from
ees voted unanimously last fall to name the new residence hall another campus residence, named for Dean Hulett, the man who
on campus in honor of the actor. “The Board believes that the once took a chance on a poor boy from Amsterdam, New York.
legacy of Kirk Douglas’s achievements in the world, enjoyed with
“Just as we officially opened the new residence hall in a fitting
his life partner, Anne, and his deep devotion to St. Lawrence fit ceremony (last fall), we will gather again to dedicate the name
the purpose and inspiration of the new building,” President Fox of this beautiful campus building that honors an exemplary
stated in a campus announcement.
Laurentian,” said President Fox. Details of that event will be anOn behalf of the Douglas Foundation, which he and Anne nounced as soon as they are finalized. n

30

❝I am very happy the new residence hall

will bear my name. This way I will always be
a part of the campus I love.❞
—Kirk Douglas
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‘Thank you for making this
journey possible’
Each fall, students are matched with
the named scholarships that support
the financial aid they receive from
St. Lawrence. The following edited
excerpts from representative letters
to their benefactors demonstrate the
students’ enthusiastic gratitude. To
learn more about how you can help a
student attend St. Lawrence, please
contact Theresa Selby at 315-2295542 or tselby@stlawu.edu.

W

riting to the MacAllaster
family as a recipient of the
Sandy MacAllaster '78
Scholarship, Tzintzun

I have always worked with video and film,
but at St. Lawrence I have acquired the
theoretical background to further understand
the medium. I discovered that my dream is
to teach filmmaking to communities that
lack the resources to create their own media,
giving a voice to the voiceless by teaching a
new means of expression. Through St. Lawrence, I have worked with master teachers
and through a Tanner Research Fellowship I
have traveled to Pozos, Mexico, where I had
my first real experience teaching video and
photography. I am applying to study film
and digital media in graduate school in an
attempt to share my knowledge and continue
the St. Lawrence legacy.
Thank you for making this journey possible.

Support will ensure that students continue to
learn in both the classroom and the workroom.
By Anne Sibley ’85 and Sue Regier

M

W
ariya Dimitrova ’18,
from Queens, New
York, received the

C. Chandler Perine '67 and Michael
Deane '67 Memorial Scholarship,

Aguilar Izzo ’15, who
has lived globally but considers Colton,
New York, his home, described how St.
Lawrence has transformed his interests:

A

recipient of the Surdna
Scholarship, Rhonny
Rosario ’16 expressed his
thanks for the opportunity to attend his
dream school and play collegiate tennis:
I am a single child, raised by a strong, independent mother. I grew up in Boston and
turned to the Sportsmen’s Tennis and Enrichment Center as a safe haven to keep me off of
the streets. I was ecstatic to be recruited by St.
Lawrence, but my expected family contribution was still unaffordable. Thanks to you, I
received enough financial aid.
As a neuroscience major, I am interested
in anesthesiology or working with children
with neurological disorders. I hope one day
to replicate your generosity by becoming the
benefactor rather than the beneficiary.

On Sustaining
Sustainability
Semester
Internships

which supports students with a military
connection. She is in the U.S. Army
Reserves as a licensed practical nurse
and wrote to the friends and family of
Perine and Deane, who lost their lives in
the Vietnam War.
The college atmosphere is very different
from the Army’s, but the skills I learned
have been very helpful: time management,
discipline and self-control. As a pre-medical
student, I have a full schedule and also work
24-hour shifts for St. Lawrence’s Emergency
Medical Services. Professor Alexander Stewart, an Army veteran, has helped me balance
my military and student duties, and through
Career Services I have connected with an
alumnus who is a military physician and
has given me great advice as I plan my St.
Lawrence and military careers.
I am honored and humbled to connect
with alumni veterans in this way. Thank
you for your role in providing me the opportunity of attending St. Lawrence.

hat program at St. Lawrence gives you the opportunity to monitor rooftop gardens for health,
develop a seed bank or delve into data on how
communities are preparing for climate change?
The Sustainability Semester does, through summer internships
which are available to all participants in the program.
For most of the semester, students live a few miles off campus
in a farmstead, where their courses delve into sustainability
from various perspectives: scientific, sociological, financial and
others. They live communally, and through academic work and
daily life study the impact of their actions on the environment.
As the end of the semester draws near, they travel to Boston for
two weeks to learn about urban sustainability: transportation,
energy use, food distribution, green roofs, and community and
government programs.
Many alumni and parents have helped to build this program,
particularly those in the Boston area who have helped make
connections and who host students during their time in the
city. Alumni and parents have also sponsored internships, allowing Sustainability Semester participants to continue their
learning with hands-on experience during the summer. Funding
for the internships was provided thanks to numerous generous
alumni and a grant from the Fred L. Emerson Foundation.
“Many of our internship partners don’t have the ability to pay
an intern,” explains Cathy Shrady, program director as well as
associate professor of geology and director of outdoor studies. “Our students are doing internships at non-profits, young
entrepreneurial businesses and government agencies. The fact
that we are able to provide a stipend, basically covering their living expenses, makes it possible for them to have these incredible
opportunities.”
Caeleigh Warburton ’15 interned last summer for the Environmental Protection Agency in Boston, and found her time in
an urban and government setting eye-opening. “I was able to

Myles Trainer '15 got the dirt on real situations during his
internship with a Boston company founded by two alumni.

conceptualize how the sustainability work of small communities
like Canton (can) fit into larger federal initiatives,” she blogged.
Jamie Oriol ’17 completed her internship at the Sustainability
Semester site, working on a new greenhouse and raising food
that is being consumed by this semester’s students. Jamie laid
the groundwork for a seed bank, saving seeds, studying plant
varieties and developing a seed-saving manual for use by Sustainability Semester participants.
Myles Trainer ’15 got his hands dirty in Boston working for
Recover Green Roofs, a company founded by Mark Winterer
’02 and Brendan O’Shea ’04. He learned that incorporating
mini-ecosystems into our living spaces means that we have to be
ready to deal with dirt, smells and insects – and all the unpredictability that growing things brings.
These and similar summer 2014 internships opened the
students’ eyes to career possibilities and expanded their understanding of the complexity of living sustainably. n

We hope to continue to build the internship fund so that Sustainability Semester students in coming years can count on having realworld experience. We also welcome any suggestions for internship opportunities. To discuss a financial contribution or propose an
internship site, please contact Sue Regier, Senior Associate Director of Major Gifts, at sregier@stlawu.edu or 802-989-2655.
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Across the Pond
President William L. Fox ’ 75 and Lynn Fox traveled across
the Atlantic to visit the St. Lawrence study programs
in London, England, and Rouen, France.

2

1

3

Championship Squash
Court to be Named in
Honor of Dordelmans

4

‘We wanted to be part of the ongoing progress around campus.’

T
1: President Fox offers Université de Rouen President Cafer Özkul a gift of appreciation, as the two institutions joined to celebrate

their 50-year partnership. The program in France commenced in 1964. 2: Chris Yoshida ’00 and his daughter Emily with President

Fox at the reception that Chris and his wife, Sydney, hosted for St. Lawrence London students, alumni and parents. 3: Avery Twiss

’16 translates President Fox’s remarks into French at a recognition ceremony with Université de Rouen President Cafer Özkul and
gathered guests.

4: The large contingent of St. Lawrence students on this year’s London program gathered for a group photo

with President Fox, fourth from left in the back.
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By Neal Burdick ’72

he championship
squash court at
the Robie Squash
Center in Leithead
Field House will
soon bear the name
of Bill ’84 and Sally Black Dordelman
’84, thanks to a recent generous commitment from the Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania, couple.
“Sally and I had been thinking about
doing something special for St. Lawrence for some time,” says Bill, who is
the longtime senior vice president and
treasurer at Comcast Corporation in
Philadelphia. “It’s easy to say you’ll get
around to it, but being back on campus for our 30th Reunion last spring

provided the impetus to get something
done. Improvements to the physical
plant, highlighted by the recent Quad/
residence hall project, are very impressive. We wanted to be part of the ongoing progress around campus, and this
gift has that in mind.”
The application of their gift to the
squash court has special meaning for
the Dordelmans. Sally explains, “For
the past 21 years, we have lived in the
Philadelphia suburbs, a perennial hotbed
for elite squash players. We hope that the
association of our name with the squash
court could be helpful in future student
recruitment efforts by St. Lawrence.”
In reflecting on their college experience, Bill comments, “We’re both thank-

ful for the time we spent in Canton
and the liberal arts education that came
along with it. St. Lawrence alumni tend
to be comfortable in their own skin,
adaptable and able to stand on their own
two feet. Comcast, where I have worked
for the past 21 years, is a company of
140,000 employees, so I see all kinds of
people, day in and day out. It’s amazing to me how well St. Lawrence people
stand out in the crowd thanks to the
communication and social skills honed
over four years in the North Country.”
Perhaps that is what has inspired
him to host summer interns from St.
Lawrence. And perhaps a day will come
when one of them plays on the Dordelman Squash Court. n
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laurentian portrait

The Quad Rediscovered
A gift in support of the 2014 renovation of this heart of campus
will perpetuate its pride of place for generations to come.

1

The Quad
“University quadrangles perpetuate the green imagery found in the oldest conviction that an academy of learning requires a time and place of ample leisure. Only
in a fleeting moment of paradise is it possible for the mind to strive for freedom
and, ultimately, to have a chance of surpassing the mind’s limits.”
—President William L. Fox, from “From granite to green—the Quad’s purpose,”
St. Lawrence magazine, Fall 2014

2

For a gift of $2 million, the University will recognize your support with a
special naming opportunity.

From the promenade between Gunnison Memorial Chapel and the Quad, the
Adirondack hills, visible in the distance, announce the seasons: crisp reds in fall,
gleaming white in winter, soft greens in spring. Laurentians stroll beneath historic
streetlamps, sit and visit, study in Adirondack chairs, cheer a game of ultimate Frisbee
and advance revered traditions: the Reunion parade, the Commencement procession.
For a gift of $500,000, the University will recognize your support with a
special naming opportunity.

3

quad wall
Stone—the bedrock upon which St. Lawrence has been built, upon which it
stands firm today. Graceful walls at the top of the Quad retain our architecture,
our history, the very Earth under our feet. They tell students who sit and read, or
those who watch a Frisbee match, and even the world: Our future is secure.
For a gift of $250,000, the University will recognize your support with a
special naming opportunity.

4

residence hall patio
How better to make a residence hall feel like home than to build a patio? Paving
bricks, elegant steps and a stone wall repeating the chapel’s façade connect Kirk
Douglas Hall to the Quad, its “front lawn,” helping tie together the campus’s
oldest and most loved buildings with its newest.
For a gift of $250,000, the University will recognize your support with
a special naming opportunity.
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A Tale of Two Villages

The promenade

Jon Rosales and his students study climate change
where the impact is great.
By Mark Mende

W

hen Associate Professor
Environmental
Studies Jon
Rosales decided
to conduct research in the tiny Alaskan
village of Savoonga, he was doing so not
only because it was an excellent location
to track the impact of global climate
change. He was also repaying a debt to
his wife’s family.
Rosales’s wife, Matilda Larson, comes
from Savoonga, and village tradition
holds that a prospective husband has
to work for his future wife’s family to
prove his value before being allowed
to marry her. While Matilda’s family
told him he didn’t have to fulfill that
requirement, he felt obligated to uphold
their traditions.
The ties that connect Rosales, associate professor of environmental studies,
to the region don’t stop there:
• Savoonga is on a Bering Sea island
whose name is St. Lawrence.
• Shaktoolik, his other research site,
on Norton Sound in the Bering Sea,
has experienced more intense fall

storms due to climate change, with the
last three such storms all occurring on
November 9–Rosales’s birthday.
“I knew climate change was happening
faster in Alaska,” says Rosales, making
it an ideal research site. Accompanied
by St. Lawrence students, he has been
doing research there since 2009. He has
been supported mainly by St. Lawrence’s
Crossing Boundaries project, which is
funded through a grant from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. University
Fellowships have helped support the
students. “St. Lawrence has been great
that way,” Rosales comments.
He and his students have been interviewing residents for videos (see www.
aksik.org). Since there is not a lot of measurable physical evidence of the impact of
global climate change on Savoonga and
Shaktoolik, they instead rely largely on
stories that the residents tell.
While gaining the trust of the villagers in Savoonga was not a problem for
Rosales because of his ties to Larson’s
family, it was more of a challenge in
Shaktoolik. He hired a village coordinator there to help ease the way.

“They look at you with a little suspicion,” Rosales explains. “They want to
know, ‘are you going to take our fish,
our uranium, our artifacts?'”
Now that Rosales and his students
have been accepted, he plans on narrowing his focus to better document and
eventually quantify the growing ferocity
of the fall storms, and their impact.
“I want to come up with a way to
measure local traditional knowledge. If
we can, then we will be filling a scientific gap,” Rosales says.
Rosales, who addressed the General
Assembly of the United Nations on Earth
Day 2013 and has been active as part of
the Climate Action Plan at St. Lawrence,
is hoping that his research might lead to
action at the government level to help the
people of Savoonga and Shaktoolik deal
with their changing environment.
Undoubtedly, his efforts have satisfied
his wife’s family. n
For more information about Jon Rosales’ research, visit www.aksik.org.
Mark Mende is St. Lawrence's director of
digital communications.
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By Ashley Richardson ’15

❝

I took environmental studies
back in the mid-1970s,”
says Cynthia Arcate ’77, president and
CEO of PowerOptions, Inc. of Boston.
“We read the book Limits to Growth,
which was one of the first proponents
of the idea that there are only so many
resources on and in the Earth and that
we need to think about how much we’re
using and how fast we’re using it.”

“There is a lot
of opportunity for
renewable energy, but

Sustainability is More
Than Just a Word

F

cynthia arcate '77

David Smith ’ 15 puts his beliefs into action, on campus and off.

By Meg Bernier ’07, M’09

ive years ago, David
Smith ’15 attended
the first Climate
Change Forum held
at St. Lawrence. If
you do the math,
you’ll realize he wasn’t
even a St. Lawrence
student yet. The Potsdam, New York,
high school student, already interested
in environmental issues, took it upon
himself to come and listen to activist Bill
McKibben and Associate Professor of
Environmental Studies Jon Rosales speak
during his senior year of high school.
That event convinced David to choose
St. Lawrence. Once enrolled, he got
involved with the Environmental Action
Organization (EAO), Campus Kitchens
and the Campus Committee on Sustainability and Carbon Neutrality. He
organized NC350, a local chapter of 350.
org, an international organization working
to address global climate change; played
a role in embedding an environmental
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it can be overwhelming
for the consumer to
figure out how to get it.”

literacy requirement into St. Lawrence’s
curriculum; and has taken students to
Washington, D.C., to protest the Keystone
XL pipeline. By the end of his first year, he
had declared his major in environmental
studies and had Rosales as his adviser.
They’ve traveled to Alaska for several
research projects together (see page 37).
As he progressed through his four years
at St. Lawrence, David realized part of
his charge was to change the way people
use the word “sustainability.” “Now it’s a
buzzword,” he says. “Most people don’t
understand what it means and companies
are using it to ‘greenwash’ products.”
Taking part in the Sustainability
Semester his junior spring helped David
better define the term for himself so
he could practice what he preaches.
“There’s personal sustainability, economic
sustainability, social sustainability,
food sustainability, environmental
sustainability,” he says. “It all forced me
to think: What is sustainability to me?
How could I incorporate it into my life at

St. Lawrence? After St. Lawrence? In my
career? At home?”
The semester was jam-packed with
house responsibilities, classes, speakers,
workshops on the weekends, local
internships and professional development
opportunities. He worked for the St.
Lawrence County Planning Office,
researching energy efficiency grants that
eligible low-income households could
apply toward home improvements. “The
semester pushed us to think outside
the box and live closer to our ecological
footprint,” he says.
And it all paid off. David has been
offered a job with a renewable energy
company through a contact he made as
part of the semester, and he’s in a better
place to help others understand the
implications of sustainable living.
“Sustainability is touching everyone’s
actions and lives, whether they realize it
or not,” he says. “It’s affecting everyone’s
industry, everyone’s career, and how we all
live. I think that’s pretty cool.” n

Since then, the environmental focus
has expanded to the impacts of energy
use from greenhouse gases and resulting
climate change. PowerOptions, which
was created to help non-profits and government entities figure out how to buy
energy at the least cost and use energy
efficiently, operates under the principle that these goals are not mutually
exclusive, explains Arcate. “It’s possible
to meet your energy needs reliably and
economically while limiting environmental impacts,” she says.
Many of PowerOptions’ customers are
universities and colleges, where the focus
on sustainability is across the board, says
Arcate, who was on campus as a fall 2013
Laurentian-in-Residence. “There is a lot
of opportunity for renewable energy, but
it can be overwhelming for the consumer
to figure out how to get it.” She explains
that her company has the expertise and
resources to conduct competitive procurement of solar opportunities for its members. “By leveraging the consortium, we
are able to ensure that they get the best
deal from a reliable vendor and reduce
their costs of procurement,” she adds.

Renewable
Realities
Cynthia Arcate ’ 77 sees renewable energy
as a solution with some challenges.

Arcate stresses that the issue lies not
only in how renewable energy can be
obtained, but also in when, and what
to do when it can’t. “The sun doesn’t
always shine and the wind doesn’t always blow,” she says, citing one example
of the challenge. “That intermittency
causes a gap in the customer’s supply,
and that supply needs to be firmed up
somehow. There needs to be a way to
store renewable energy when it’s not in
use before intermittent resources like
solar and wind can be fully relied upon
to meet our energy needs.”

In the meantime, she observes, many
higher education institutions recognize
that meeting even a portion of their
energy needs through renewable energy
is a good hedge against fossil fuel cost
volatility and can significantly help
them meet their greenhouse gas reduction goals. n
Ashley Richardson originally wrote
this article as part of her University
Communications internship in 2013.
St. Lawrence editor Neal Burdick
contributed to this version.
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#herewegoSAINTS
slu’s got spirit:

Laurentians of all ages show off their Saints pride.

By tori miller smith ’90

From Arcadia to Arcadia

Great win, @StLawrenceU against
Clarkson! It was fun to cheer our
team, all the way from Seattle.

Sending plenty of good luck vibes
to my @slusaintshockey girls
in Troy this afternoon!

#GoSaints

#herewegoSAINTS

@suzmcameron

@atrombley77

@spadaccinib

@stepheldon

@jp291

#SLUHockeySpirit
@StLawrenceU
in Buffalo GO Saints!
Love college hockey

@elizcolucci

#futureSaints
hockey
standout!
@SLUsaints

Laurentians supporting the
men’s squash team at the

national championships
in February.

@dfrank17

SLU Alumni Association

St. Lawrence Alumni hockey
webcast vs. Clarkson
Rick Hasse & Pris Schroeder
enjoy a Saints' victory.

@molly_lunn
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@slu25

@lilahb20

I

t’s hard to imagine that a forty-something could go back to summer
camp, but here I am, in a
cabin in Casco, Maine. So
many fond memories of
pine-shadowed summer days when I was young
are no longer just nostalgia
as I spend my summer
weeks as a staff member at
Camp Arcadia, the same
camp I went to as a girl.
As my third career, I am
now gently guiding and
encouraging campers to
head into the woods for a
hike or extolling the virtues
of lake swimming,
What I discovered at summer camp, besides frogs, salamanders, and canoeing, were independence and self-reliance. I was
unaware before becoming a camper of my
ability to navigate the world on my own. When
I climbed Mt. Washington, I was astonished by my
ability to reach summits that seemed insurmountable.
Arriving at St. Lawrence as a freshman, I realized that
I had a new mountainous adventure in front of me.
Bumping into my camp friend Louise Fritts ’90 reminded me of past challenges and friendships and bug juice
and s’mores. Why had we come to St. Lawrence, then?
The connection to the outdoors was tangible. Drawn
to St. Lawrence’s beauty, and I was not worried about
its rural setting, but excited and energized by it.
After college and a career in New York City, I settled down as a full-time mom in the suburbs, and
assumed my adventures were over. But once again I
ran into Louise, now Johnson, who as the fourth-generation director of the family-owned camp convinced
me that I could go back to nature every summer. I
love to help the youngest girls light a candle in the

,,

Perhaps it’s the
century-long
traditions,
balanced by a
modern sense
of moving
forward in our
busy world.

,,

world that might light others, maybe all the way
to St. Lawrence and beyond.
Many other Arcadia campers have
gone on to St. Lawrence and returned to Maine as counselors.
Jane Connolly ’10 is one who
was attracted to SLU through
its similarities to Arcadia.
(St. Lawrence even has its
own Arcadia, the informal
name of its Adirondack
Semester site.) As Jane
puts it, “the two things
that meant the most to
me over my 11 summers
at camp were the incredible personal bonds that
developed and the platform
for growth as a confident, independent person. During my visit
to St. Lawrence, I was struck immediately and repeatedly by the sense that
these were core values there, along with its
strong emphasis on the outdoors.”
There’s that connection again. Perhaps we are drawn
to the sprawling campus or its beautiful trees. Perhaps
it’s the century-long traditions, balanced by a modern
sense of moving forward in our busy world.
Camp Arcadia celebrates its 100th season this summer, while St. Lawrence is in its 159th year. I am
lucky to have attended two steadfast and beautiful
institutions that have always encouraged a strong
sense of self and offered inspiring leaders giving us the
guidance and direction we need to learn about Shakespeare or Geowhimsicology or Peak Weekend. n
As a child, Tori Smith went to
summer camp from her home in
Connecticut. She still does that,
as a resident of Darien, where she lives with her
husband, Gregory ’90, and their two children.

We welcome your submissions for “First-Person.” They should be no more than 500 words and should connect with an
aspect of your lifelong experience with St. Lawrence University. For consideration, please email nburdick@stlawu.edu.
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You on You: This is your
half of the alumni magazine. 1944
Be part of it–send news
to your class reporter.

Richard Spooner
Peconic Landing
77 Mallard Lane
Greenport, NY 11944
631-477-8299
Next Reunion: 75th, 2019

1945

1940

Nathan O. Niles
222 Wardour Drive
Annapolis, MD 21401
410-263-2858
noniles@verizon.net
Next Reunion: 75th, 2015

1941

Ray Lewis
609 N. Ohio Ave.
Roswell, NM 88201
575-208-9542
Next Reunion: 75th, 2016
Philena Woolver Wells writes,
via a daughter, that she is living
independently and doing very
well. She enjoys the computer and
communicates with family and
friends through email. She
also enjoys crocheting and
makes prayer shawls for a local
church as well as baby sweaters
and blankets.
Philena still loves to bake and
makes homemade cheese
bread and cookies. She is an avid
reader and always keeps a jigsaw
puzzle going.
A California resident for many
years now, Philena still keeps up

with her family and friends from
upstate New York, where she
grew up and was a high school
math and chemistry teacher
before moving to the Los Angeles
area in the mid-1950s. She worked
for Los Angeles Unified School
District for many years and has
long since retired.
Philena has three daughters. Two
live in the same neighborhood,
so she sees them daily. She also
has five grandchildren and three
great-grandchildren. Her daughter Linda says they are indeed
fortunate to have her healthy at
the age of 95.

1942

For information about becoming
a reporter for this class, please
contact Sharon Henry, 315-2295585 or shenry@stlawu.edu, or
Kim Hissong, 315-229-5837 or
khissong@stlawu.edu.
Next Reunion: 75th, 2017

1943

Richard C. Austin
3119 Wake Robin Drive
Shelburne, VT 05482
802-985-5710
rca33@aol.com
Next Reunion: 75th, 2018

Helen Aitchison Ellison
1405 Greenbriar Lane
West Grove, PA 19390
610-345-0908
hhellison@aol.com
Next Reunion: 70th,
May28-31, 2015
Hello ’45ers! It was such a
welcome surprise to hear from
Betty Dickerson Thomas in a
holiday letter. She is a retired
social worker, lives in Oakland,
Calif., and does volunteer work.
This year marks not only our 70th
class reunion but also the 70th
anniversary of the end of World
War II. I hope some of our Navy
men will be in attendance to
celebrate that momentous
occasion. Speaking of Navy men,
Paul Durkin sends us a variety
of emails, from funny to serious;
Bell Herndon ’47 is eager to get
to SLU for the reunion; and Walt
Hluch ’47n reports some back
problems but is able to
get around.

1946

Ann Miller Hilchie
7720 Indian Oaks Drive
Apt. I-309
Vero Beach, FL 32966
772-562-2149
hilchann@aol.com
Next Reunion: 70th, 2016

For information about becoming
a reporter for this class, please
contact Sharon Henry, 315-2295585 or shenry@stlawu.edu, or
Kim Hissong, 315-229-5837 or
khissong@stlawu.edu.
Next Reunion: 65th,
May 28-31, 2015

1951
I heard from only one classmate
at Christmas. Ginny Bailey
Bingham and Al sent a note
saying Ginny is home with him
under his loving care.
I am doing well, but lonesome
after losing my friend Bill in June.
So I keep busy with volunteer
jobs, mostly in our nursing home
on the property. My son Kim and
his wife spent the winter in
Sebastian, Fla., 10 miles from me.
They are nearby if I need them.
I never had a year with fewer
Christmas cards, so I don't have
more news to share. If you enjoy
the Class Notes, drop me a line.

1947

Guilford “Chip” Forbes
14707 Northville Road, Apt. 158
Plymouth, MI 48170
248-646-5898
gwforbes@live.com
Next Reunion: 70th, 2017

1948

For information about becoming
a reporter for this class, please
contact Sharon Henry, 315-2295585 or shenry@stlawu.edu, or
Kim Hissong, 315-229-5837 or
khissong@stlawu.edu.
Next Reunion: 70th, 2018

1949

For information about becoming
a reporter for this class, please
contact Sharon Henry, 315-2295585 or shenry@stlawu.edu, or
Kim Hissong, 315-229-5837 or
khissong@stlawu.edu.
Next Reunion: 70th, 2019

For information about becoming a reporter for any class prior to 1940, please contact Kim Hissong, 315-229-5837 or khissong@stlawu.edu.
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1950

Janet Tag O’Loughlin
510 Lake Dornoch Drive
Pinehurst, NC 28734
910-246-6415
jtolonlake@nc.rr.com
Next Reunion: 65th, 2016
Don Knies, as many of you know,
has lived in England with his wife,
Mo, for many years. They did
venture “across the pond” last
summer to Modesto, Calif., to visit
with friends and family. Alas, they
ran into more than a few
difficulties, among them visa
problems and a fairly serious auto
accident, both of which caused
numerous financial and physical
situations, and extended their
stay a few months beyond
their original plans. They did
reconnect with relatives and
old acquaintances, but, in Don’s
words, it was “a crazy, expensive
and disorganized summer!”
Jane Raymond Ciarcia visited
Woodstock, N.Y., her home town,
to be honored by the Woodstock
Summer Playhouse, where she
had been involved from ages
11 to 21 and had made a souvenir
album of every show. “No
management or fan, before or
after me, had kept any records, so
I offered to show my album to the
new owners,” she said. “Its pages
were photographed and put into
video form for the theater’s
‘history wall.’”
In October 31, Jane moved to
Thomaston, Conn., to a secluded
adult community of attractive and
roomy rental apartments,
to be near her daughter Holly.
“I get free tickets to the musicals
she conducts at area theaters,”
Jane said. “My roommate is my
sweet cat, Tibby, who was born
under my former condo's bush
and was adopted by me when I
moved here.”

Joan Sjoberg McGinnis emailed
holiday greetings and reported
that it was very cold in
Southern California.

1952

Barbara Robertson
Mitchell
9 Pepperidge Road
Morristown, NJ 07960
973-267-9542
barmitchell@msn.com
Next Reunion: 65th, 2017
I called Lillian Meinholtz Stock
and we renewed memories of
SLU field hockey and softball.
We both worked after graduation for insurance companies, she
as the first female life insurance
underwriter, I in the actuarial
department with IBM punch cards
and machines and the monthly
and yearly reports as well as the
spread sheets. We both had four
children, Lillian in four years
and me in 13.
After her husband passed away,
Lillian was vice president and
manager of Chemical Bank on
Long Island. When she retired,
she moved to Inverness, Fla.,
where she sings, plays cards,
volunteers and does competitive
tap dancing.
Marilyn “Daisy” Clark Dunlap is
still playing golf. She and Fred still
travel with their golfing son, who
will be in Lima, Peru, playing Latin
American golf and earning money
as a pro. She also played field
hockey and softball with us.
And Janet Phalon Favro, all three
of us remember you as our
softball pitcher.
Bea Hegarty Mayes wrote me a
long email from her home in Park
City, Utah. She is taking advantage of all the activities in Park
City and has changed to high
protein and low carb diets with
fruits and vegetables. She bakes
bread with blanched almond flour
and eggs, buttermilk and sour
cream, and has found she has
more strength. She walks three
miles every three days and hikes
in the surrounding hills and
mountains. She has joined
Newcomers Group and their book
club, planted a garden by her
patio and is writing her memoirs.

I had a lovely card from Beverly
Van Wert Eastwood, who is in
Santa Barbara, Calif., recovering
from hip replacement. Also in the
Golden State, Steve ’53 and Betty
Bellois Sherer are enjoying
Glen Ellen, Calif.
Louanne Brown Barrett passed
away in Dover, Del., on October 19,
2014. I remember her beautiful
voice. I was able to visit the family
when I was in Dover taking care
of my daughter Camy Mitchell
Asplundh '86’s children when
Brandy Asplundh was born there.
For more on Louanne, see
“In Memory.”

1953

Lois Shaver Wells
PO Box 22
Ogdensburg, NY 13669
518-312-5913
bigdeerpond@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 65th, 2018
Howard "Howie" Splete and
Marlene have enjoyed
traveling to many places. They
went to Venice and to St. Anton
in Austria as well as going on a
river cruise from Budapest to
Amsterdam. Closer to home, the
Grand Canyon and the Lincoln
Museum in Illinois were on Roads
Scholars tours. Family trips
included their son's home in
Scottsdale, Ariz. and to his
brother Allen ‘60's camp at
Cranberry Lake, New York.
He emailed, "Our best to all
Laurentians - Saints!"
Ruth Rundquist Meyer and Dick
sent their annual clever Christmas
greeting poem that summarized
their busy year. They remain
participants in music concerts
and in many volunteer activities.
Their trip to New Harbor, Maine,
for a cruise to see puffins on
Easter Egg Rock “netted us some
great views of these unusual
sea birds," Ruth wrote.
Julia Whitcomb Glass sent
Christmas greetings with family
pictures. She sadly reported the
death of her husband.

Joan Hansen Pflugheber and
Ed had their extensive woodlots thinned, an experience that
lasted for months. They drove to
Kansas City in September for Ed's
USS Hunt reunion. In June, Joan
attended her 65th high school
reunion, and in October she
drove to Cape Cod to visit her
sister Phyllis.
David R. Carr died last
November. He was a lifelong
resident of Saratoga Springs, N.Y.
except for his attendance at
St. Lawrence University, where he
received his degree in Business
Administration, and his service in
the U.S. Army. He was president
of many Saratoga Springs
organizations and was involved
with the Albany Medical Center,
where a conference room is
named in his honor. Condolences
go to his family.

1954

Frank Shields
16 Seward Street
Glens Falls, NY 12804
518-745-1775
fmshields@roadrunner.com
Next Reunion: 65th, 2019
A couple of years ago Barbara
Spinelli Richardson and Gary
were, like other Vermonters, the
victims of Hurricane Irene. Their
lovely Vermont property was
mostly under water and they had
to be rescued by local firemen.
Things are better now, and they
were encouraged to visit Ireland,
where their daughter and family
live. My daughter Cathy Shields
O’Hara ’84 with her husband,
Bill, and children Erin, Keelin and
Will, also made the trip to the
“auld sod” after accompanying
Mimi and me on a previous jaunt
(pre-children). Unfortunately for
this little tale, the two families did
not meet. Coincidentally enough,
Barbara was a Kappa Delta and
Cathy was a Kappa Delta Sigma.
On the trip, Gary was introduced
to a book titled Irish in the Civil
War. He wondered if the colorful
Gen. James Shields was related
to us. I assured him we checked
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Happy 108

th

(and counting…)
Helena Laidlaw Claxton ’27,
St. Lawrence’s oldest living graduate,
observed birthday number 108 at her home
in Seminole, Florida, on February 10, 2015.
Born in 1907, the Pi Beta Phi sister founded
St. Lawrence’s French Club and was elected
to Phi Beta Kappa. A Canton native, she
taught French in Canton and volunteered
at the public library. Following the death
of her first husband, Earle Livermore, in
1985, she moved to Florida and married
Dr. Garfield Claxton, who passed away in
2002 at age 99. The cap suggests what
sports team she still follows.

the lusty soldier’s background
and could not match our
ancestry even though we have
a James (Notre Dame ’87) in
our little group.
Cathy and Bill took the children,
ages 12, 14 and 16, to see my
grandmother’s “wee humble
cottage” on Ireland’s west coast
at the tiny village of Errislanan.
She came to the United States
in 1880.
Midwinter, Dick Baldwin was
counting the days before he
would join two of his sons to
journey to the campus for their
annual hockey holiday. He usually
carefully selects a weekend
which includes two men’s games
along with basketball and a
women’s game.
Be sure to get your donation to
the ALUMNI fund by June 30!

1955

Connie Doughty Knies
43 Westgate Blvd.
Plandome, NY 11030
516-365-9029
cdknies@optonline.net
Next Reunion: 60th, May 2831, 2015 (cluster with '56)
I was so happy to have received
some news from classmates in
Christmas cards. Mary Oates
Geran volunteered to make some
calls for our reunion and said her
husband had had cardiac surgery
in October, but was recuperating
well, if slowly. Many thanks to all
the folks who have volunteered to
help with phone calls and what-

44

ever: Barbara Brown Young, Bev
Harper Nalven, Norma Sutton
Denu, Marian Kelley Fuchs, Elaine
Peatfield Patnode, Ted Hiller, Ron
Bastian and Rit Lennon.
Ted sent news of his several
college-age grandchildren, at
Hamilton, the University of
Virginia, William & Mary and
Davidson. Living in Williamsburg,
he and Ruth Reeves ’58 see the
granddaughter at W&M when
she needs her laundry done. Ted
is still volunteering, and had just
finished a term as president of
the Friends of the Williamsburg
Regional Library.
A Christmas note from Jane
Fippin Thompson exclaimed
over the birth of a greatgrandson, whose middle name
is Oreay after his late greatgrandfather. The rest of her year
unfortunately contained severe
health problems and two surgeries. But, Jane, ever a trooper,
savored visits with family and is
enjoying her new hobby of acrylic
painting. She loves living where
she does in Stone Mountain, Ga.,
and was looking forward to a visit
from Bob Gould and his wife.
Bud Kinsler wrote that he was
“still blessed with good health and
able to remain active, but slowing
down a bit.” Sound familiar? He’s
retired from tennis after almost
50 years, saying, sadly, that most
of those he played with are gone.
He now focuses on biking, hiking
and strength training. He’s been
in touch with Bud Garlock and
Harry Williams.

Every interaction does seem to
contain medical reports these
days, doesn’t it? Former roommate Betsy Platt Thomas said in
her Christmas card that all was
well, but that husband Dud had
had open heart surgery last year
and is doing OK. They have had a
couple of “recuperative” cruises,
but sorely miss their driving trips
all over Europe.
Elaine Peatfield Patnode in her
Christmas letter said that she had
successfully fought off a rare form
of hepatitis last spring. Because
of her illness she and husband
Bud ’54 canceled a planned train
trip across Canada for Bud’s
60th reunion last June, but they
do plan to do this train trip from
Vancouver to Toronto for our
upcoming 60th. She says they are
busy as ever and that “Our little
shi tzu keeps us getting
up every morning and smiling
all day.”
I had a surprise call from George
Stade, who had moved to Silver
Spring, Md., and found that his
St. Lawrence communications
hadn’t followed him. After I
promised to get him in the loop
again, he told about advising
some up-and-coming professors,
“Don’t get old!”
I had lunch last fall with Geni Boyd
Hurd and Vivienne “Sistie” Sime
Lewis. Sistie hopes to come to our
reunion, but she and Tom ’54 will
be on campus two weeks earlier
for her granddaughter Michaela’s
graduation, and it’s a long way to
go twice in a couple of weeks.

I received obituaries of two
classmates, Jud Ford and Richard
Dobris. For more on both, see
“In Memory.”
A year ago, Dick ’54 and I went
south on a cruise—way south—
to the Antarctic. It had long been
on Dick’s bucket list. It was
amazing! No one had told me
how absolutely beautiful it would
be, with black cliffs coated with
white snow rising from the icy
waters. Weird-shaped icebergs
floated by as if we were in a
gigantic outdoor sculpture
garden. We rafted to shore to
visit several penguin colonies.
They are comical, waddling about
looking like small fellows in
tuxedos needing hip replacements! We saw clusters of seals,
and humpback whales circling
and blowing bubbles, creating a
bubble net that herded tiny krill
into tight masses. Then, right in
front of us, they leaped into the
middle of the circle, jaws wide
open, to gulp in a big meal and
squish the water out through
their baleen. If you enjoy PBS’s
“Nature,” you’d love this trip!
Let’s all give serious consideration
to coming back to St. Lawrence
for our 60th reunion, May 28-31.
I promise that you will be
enthusiastic about both the wonderful physical improvements over
the many years since we were
students and the innovative
quality of the liberal arts
education our alma mater
provides. And please respond with
a resounding “Yes” when one of
Vince Cashman’s volunteers calls
asking for a contribution to our
class gift. Our class was
always small in numbers as we
were Depression babies, so we
need to be generous to show our
largeness of spirit for St. Lawrence.
Hope to see you in May!

1956

Priscilla Harvey
Schroeder
2215 Windbrook Court
Westlake Village, CA 91361
805-495-9758
memowind@roadrunner.com
Next Reunion: 60th May, 28- 31,
2015 (cluster with '55)
Many holiday greetings stated,
“See you in May at the 60th

reunion.” The theme is “Honoring
the Saints and Sinners: An Affair
to Remember.” Doris Kloppenberg Ferry, our planning chair,
relays that Dave Powers, and
Mary and Ernie Mazza will be
performing as part of the musical
entertainment along with Jan
Knost , Saints, and Winnie Pisani
Thorn as the Sinners’ director.
Hundley Thompson will be our
master of ceremonies while the
’55 MC is Brian McFarlane.
I wish to commend our Development Committee for their untiring
support for their alma mater: Liz
Ehret and David Beebe, Dottie
Whitaker Cannon, Len Combi,
Lucy Tower Funke, Andy Direnga
Hart, Russ Harter, Don Heithaus,
Ed Laine, Sue Belden Rice and
Ann Shipman Wells. Added to the
Planning Committee since the last
magazine are Steve Avery, Harry
Houlis and Nancy Purcell Murphy.
Doris and Divya Biswal ’15 were
both featured in the fall magazine,
Doris for her skiing expertise
and Divya as NCAA champion in
the triple jump. The two articles
resulted in Doris and Divya’s
friendship, and Divya is assisting
Doris with special tips and skills
in triple jumping because Doris
is entered in the Senior Games in
May in Minnesota. Divya will also
be defending her national title, on
her SLU home track no less,
in May. The best of luck to two
great athletes!
Dick Contee had not seen Ted
Rowe since graduation, but
recently they had lunch in a
casino in Dover, Del., and reminisced about their good times at
SLU. No slots were played. Ted
and his wife were career IBMers
and had transferred from Texas.
Congratulations to Cap Price and
Diane on their 50th wedding
anniversary. He enjoys golf,
gardening, bridge, poker, and
singing Christmas carols in a
group. He also teaches some
American history based on coins
and national holidays.
Dick received correspondence
from Dr. Jules Burgevin, who is
now a motivational speaker. One
of his topics is “Creating an Open
Optimistic Outlook on Life.” We
could all use a dose of positive

outlooks. Jules and his wife,
Patti Meyn, visited campus in
November. They go to South
Carolina in the winter. As serious
birders, they, their three children
and their spouses and children
belong to the Laboratory of
Ornithology at Cornell University.
George Lewis is active in his
church and sees Bill McClintock
about once a year. George is
thinking about attending our
reunion, as is Bill Plows, who is
celebrating his 80th birthday
this spring.
Dick Willis is helping to protect
wildlife in the Chesapeake Bay
area. He has turned over his
conservation property to his son.
Cynthia Perkins Clark is a teacher
assistant in the fourth grade in
Pomfret, Conn. She works with
special needs children.
Sally Stone Slattery lives in an
assisted living community where
she plays bridge and enjoys their
activities. She and her husband
have four children and taught in
the Hamptons for many years.
Nancy Gage Sowers and Jay
visited their three grandchildren in
Phoenix for Thanksgiving. Jay has
always enjoyed antique cars and
has owned a ’32 Ford coupe.
Charmaine Lamothe Petersen
was the program director at
KSLU. She had a rewarding
career using her writing skills
at ABC, was editor of several
magazines, owned several
businesses, and enjoyed dealing
with antiques. As well as being
a mom of three children, she is
taking courses in the Life Long
Learning program for those
50-plus through the University
of Delaware.
Lois Lawall-Almeter, who lives
on Lake Chautauqua, says she
attended SLU because she was
influenced by three high school
teachers. She and Nelson are
content to stay home and enjoy
visits from their six children
and grandchildren.
I received a letter from
Sue Belden Rice entitled “Rice

Paddy” and acquired a good
feeling after reading it. The
Rice family gives back to their
community and assists people
in need. Sue continues working
two days a week at Counseling
Service of Addison County (Vt.)
as a clinician. She does find time,
along with her various hobbies,
to volunteer at the Open Door
Clinic, where those who have no
insurance can obtain short-term
medical treatment. Some of the
patients are migrant workers from
the local dairy farms, so she is
taking Spanish online and
studying with friends. She and
Randy care for angora goats
and produce yarn for knitting
under the name Rice Paddy
Vermont Yarn.
Jan Knost says “getting back
into harness” was appealing.
He is a part-time pastor at the
Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of South County,
R.I. He has a book of his writings
that may be out by now.
Ann Clough Garlock and Bud ’55
sent a family photo card. They
are a four-generation SLU family.
They vacation in Florida during
the winter months. Dave Joy continues to like his new location at
John Knox Village. Many friends
and never-ending social activities
keep him busy. Extensive
traveling is in the near future.
Lola Somerville Schott visited
three children and eight of her
10 grandchildren in Charlotte,
N.C., for the holidays. I also
received season’s greetings from
Mary Jane Hastings Smith

near Jasper, and Lake Louise. In
October, she and a friend from
San Diego spent two weeks in
Portugal and Spain and called
the tour “Shrines and Wines.”
Retired Time magazine
correspondent Dick Woodbury
informed the University that his
wife, novelist Irene Woodbury,
is out with a second romantic
thriller set in Las Vegas. In A Dead
End in Vegas (SynergEBooks,
September 2014), She crafts an
edgy drama about a runaway
housewife and how her
mysterious death in a casino
hotel shatters and later
transforms the lives of her family
and friends. “Drama, trauma and,
ultimately, love are what this story
is all about,” Dick said.
Look for her novel on Amazon
and Smashwords.

1957

Joyce Caldwell Rhodes
5-C Oak Crest Court
Novato, CA 94947
415-892-9351
RHDJY@aol.com
Next Reunion: 60th, 2017
After their house sells, Bob Butts
and his wife will move from
Doylestown, Pa., to northern
Virginia, where their son lives and
where they can watch the
3-year-old twins grow up.

Mary Ellen Rhodes McConnell
also sent a holiday photo with
her children celebrating her 80th
birthday. She is enjoying her new
villa on Hilton Head.

Sue Rich Parker and Jim spent
Christmas with their son and
family in St. Paul, Minn., then
watched their 15-year-old
grandson play in a hockey tournament in Duluth. All that after a
family wedding in October and an
extended family event in
Washington, D.C. She has been in
touch with Kay Sauers Kehoe '58,
who lost her husband
several months ago. Kay notes
that George-Ann Doty Ryland '58
and Judy Burford Doran '58 have
also lost their husbands.

Marian Finck Moore was in the
chorus of an original opera and
had a first-time trip to the New
York Stock Exchange. Her family
of 10 toured Banff, the ice fields

Phil Morey wrote that Bill Barden
has been in touch with Rupert
Collins, who is recovering from
illness. Phil said Odie O'Hara's
wife, Joyce, has passed away.

Mary Warren Eichenlaub sent a
photo of her 80th birthday celebration where she was joined by
her sister and granddaughter. She
said all her grandchildren have
graduated from college
and have jobs.
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They lived in Vetsville for three of
our college years.
Beth Day Totin visits her sons in
Carmichael and Walnut Creek,
Calif. Trips to Tahoe, Napa,
Sonoma, Alexander Valley and the
Russian River valley have been of
interest. At home in Corona Del
Mar (Newport Beach), Calif., Beth
plays a lot of bridge and canasta,
is involved in numerous civic
activities, volunteers at the thrift
store and helps with the annual
benefit for the poor children of
Orange County. She has joined
the Tri-Delta alumnae group. She
occasionally sees Pris Harvey '58
and has been to Camey Baldanza
McGilvray's art shows.
Marguerite Kramer Case wrote
that on October 29, 2014, her
oldest daughter, Paula, was killed
by an elderly driver who drove
through a stop sign and hit
Paula's car. Marguerite's son was
killed in a plane crash in 1992.
Joyce Hotaling Kent commented
that she regrets the years that
have separated her from her old
roommates, Sylvia Maurycy Jolivette, Rosemary “Poe” Ireland
Travers and Nancy Olenhouse
Laplante. In recent times she has
heard several defenses of the
liberal arts, "just like the professor
who addressed us when we were
freshmen.” She is active in her
Episcopal Church in NYC.
Sylvia, after careers teaching
math, science and drama to 7th
through 12th graders, banking,
and running a motel, has trimmed
her activity to painting the 20
posts on her front porch of her
home. Sylvia speaks up at local
political meetings, and golf remains a favored activity.

At an antique car show, Bob
Smith met up with “Skinny” Bob
Smith, who had several of his
cars on display. Skinny Bob left us
after sophomore year. Bob does
business with Marge Hannon
Keeney '58’s company and
declares she gets younger every
year. Lengthy conversations with
Ralph Darling and Phil Morey
found them in good spirits and
looking forward to their eighties.
Bill Wellman has received the
Distinguished Service Award from
Trout Unlimited. Whether leading
his Lake Champlain chapter as
president, treasurer and now
board director, serving as a
regional vice-president of the
New York council for 20 years,
taking on the role of council
secretary for six years, partnering
with TU chapters across the lake
in Vermont, or focusing his efforts
on hydro relicensing, there is very
little that does not have Bill's
fingerprint on it.
Helena Paro Krebs says she is
tied to the life of her children.
She recently hosted generations
of family members for the
Rochester wedding of her
granddaughter. She and her sister
spent a week in Branson, Mo.,
enjoying country music. A trip
to California is in the works.
Lynn Koss Knauff volunteers
at the North Carolina Botanical
Garden in Chapel Hill. She greets,
informs and guides visitors from
all over the world, and attends
seminars and classes in an
environment that stimulates
unending curiosity about the
natural world and concern for the
protection of it. This semester she

Send That News In!
Have news and photos to share?

Send to your class reporter by June 5
for the fall 2015 issue. Don’t know
how to contact your class reporter?
Visit alumni.stlawu.edu/classnotes. Or just
look at your class column in this magazine!
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is mentoring first-year
University of North Carolina
medical students as part of a
program that partners students
with active senior mentors who
live independently. It is hoped
that this experience will develop
the students' comfort level when
they work with seniors during
their future clinical rotations,
and also help them to appreciate
the great variations in the
elder demographic.
Lynn loves her university town.
It suits her and her two cats
perfectly. She says that
approaching 80 puts things
into perspective. She suggests
we classmates share what is
important to us now. (I favor naps,
jaunts and bucket list achievements over dishes, dusting
and domiciling.)

1958

Lennelle “Lennie”
Dougherty McKinnon
5 Jay Street
Canton, NY 13617
315-386-8216
315-323-5267 (c)
lmckinnon@twcny.rr.com
Next Reunion: 60th, 2018
A happy, healthy Anita Cheney
Goodwyn continues to enjoy
life at Crane's Mill in New Jersey.
Music is an enduring interest.
A very active Residents'
Association benefits from her
involvement as secretary to the
association, the Board of
Directors and the Healthcare
Committee. She’s also on the
Welcoming Committee and the
Residents’ Resources Team.
Frequent trips to movies, plays
and museums are made easy by
the Crane's Mill bus. She even
refreshed her Biology 101 information by taking a class on genetics.
Judy and Ed Meyers continue to
enjoy life in Austin, Texas. At 84,
Ed is still working and teaching
swimming three evenings a week.
Skiing is still an important part of
his activities—a pastime begun at
the St. Lawrence Snow Bowl. Like
me, Ed is stunned to think that in
a short time we will be back on
campus at our 60th reunion.
The energy in Ed's notes is
always exhilarating!

Dodie Potts Giltz wrote of her
and Rod’s plans to build a
new home on their property
in Vermont.
It was a challenging year for Ron
and Rose Selkis Mahan. In spite
of a broken right wrist and badly
sprained left wrist from a fall,
Rose continued to tutor weekly,
has agreed to stay on her church
vestry, plays in two card groups,
enjoys other games, exercises
daily and maintains container
gardens on their balcony and
porches. They both derive great
pleasure from contact with their
daughters and grandson Zach.
Alexander Douglas Wallace,
historian, critic, editor and writer,
sent along season's greetings and
Happy Saturnalia from the West
Coast. Like most of us, he is
dealing with some health
problems, but happily reported
that he is getting some of the
problems dealt with thanks to
Medicare-Medicaid-ObamaCare.
He voices great pride in declaring
himself a far-left, Progresssive,
atheist, homosexual, American
citizen who has paid his taxes
for 50 years and voted in every
election since he was 18. He is still
working on his book and waiting
to hear positively from a
publisher. He invites contact
and even abuse at
wallacealexander8i@gmail.com.
A note from Wally always
makes me smile!
Another West Coast classmate,
Griggs Irving, says Seattle is one
of the most culturally stimulating
and financially vibrant cities in
the USA. Eight minutes from the
Gates Foundation, Griggs lives
solo in one of the few 1901 woodworker's cottages remaining in
Seattle. From his "Little Wooden
Tent" he shares with four others
a garden and orchard in his back
yard. He has the typical senior’s
life: consultant on a project with
a vintage aircraft museum, volunteer for a men's shelter, takes
part in a men's book group, five
adult children and 11 grandchildren mean a lot of travel. I love his
enthusiasm for studying the world

and learning from all the changes
we see. His final reflection was a
smile remembering the innocence
of our lives at SLU.
Betsy “BJ” Dunlap Erhard
reports that a winter trip to
Vermont proved that snowshoeing and hot tubbing beat out
cross country for pleasure. B J
reflected on the scope of the
current foreign study programs
at St. Lawrence. She was one of
a small number of students who
were exhilarated by journeying to
Edinburgh, Paris, or Bristol for our
junior year through direct contact
with the chosen university. BJ
spent her time in Edinburgh.
Travel continues to be a favorite
activity for the Erhards. Their
most recent cruise took them
along the Elbe River, with visits to
Prague, Dresden, and Berlin. Many
thanks for the quick
response to my plea, B J.
Jolene Holt Fuhrmann reported
in January that Craig ’60 was in
Haiti on a church-related project.
It is not his first time doing this,
but I don't think Jolene has yet
taken on the assignment.
Claire McGarrahan Strang enjoyed her holiday with grandson
Matt Dudley '14, home from the
Middle East for Christmas.
Claire is still a Zumba fanatic and
refuses to miss a bridge game if it
is within reach. We are
still trying to organize a roommate reunion somewhere in the
Albany area with Barbara Blair
Nangle and Carol “Scotty”
Kleinsmith Newton.
The Cashman family, much to
Judy Lennon's delight, ushered
in the new year in Jamaica. All 15
Cashmans were there for fun in
the sun and a special celebration
of togetherness. Judy and Vince
'56 spend the winter at Mariner
Sands enjoying the Florida sunshine, golf, cards, and friends.
George Wetzell has struck one of
the items off his bucket list since
his granddaughter, Taylor Kent,
received early admission to
St. Lawrence. Taylor is a skier and
lacrosse player. George and Judy

enjoyed a sunny vacation in
St. Croix and San Juan. Like many
of us, he is looking forward to our
60th, and especially to seeing
Barry, Paul, Ash, McKeon and
Gilbert. You know who you are;
how about a note from each
of you?
Two of my grandchildren graduate
in May, on the same day at the
same time, one in Florida and one
in Canton. That is definitely not the
best scheduling for Grandma! Until
next time, read, think, write!
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Nancy Erler Waldron
25414 Lake Wilderness
Country Club Drive SE
Maple Valley, WA 98038
206-300-5548 (c)
425-432-3885
waldronne@comcast.net
Next Reunion: 60th, 2019
I am reporting with mixed
emotions that Linda Marlow
Castle has retired as our class
reporter. It is hard to believe she
has been writing this column
for more than 25 years. Besides
working hard to obtain information from us, Linda has co-chaired
our reunion, has been a reunion
volunteer, a Reunion Development
Committee co-chair for several
years (along with Ruth Carling
Budlong), a member of the Board
of Trustees from 1992 to 1998,
and attended every class reunion
I can remember. Linda and Ruth
worked tirelessly to establish the
Class of 1959 Scholarship, which is
now fully funded. Linda, the Class
of '59 could not have accomplished this without you. From all
of us to you, thank you so much!
Ruth says the Class of ’59
Scholarship recipient for 2014-15
is junior Emma Warren, from
Sedona, Ariz. Emma is majoring in
environmental studies/sociology
with a minor in art and art history
(studio art). She is spending this
semester in New Zealand. She
is very grateful to be our class
scholarship recipient, writing,
“I will forever remember all of the
inspiring professors and wonderful friends who have helped me
grow and become who I am
today. It is all of them, and you,
who have made me feel much
more prepared for the real world.

Thank you so much for your
continued support.”
News about our 55th class
reunion could not be included in
the last issue. Planning
Committee Chair Frank Stritter
says committee members Val
Coluni, Chuck and Sarah Bagg
Reynolds Crissey, Tony DiMarco,
Bob Ferry, Chuck Hager, Ann
Nelson Hoyt, John Kallstrom,
Jack McGreivey, Sylvia Ryan
Miller, Anne Finkler Padget, Barbara Beyer Plokhooy, Mary Jane
Raney Sampson, Dave Storrs and
yours truly called many of our
classmates, “with mixed results.
Those of us who did attend drank
a toast (soft drink, of course) to
those who did not!
“In prior reunions,” wrote Frank,
“we paid $15 to$20 each for an
SLU coffee cup or t-shirt to take
home to gather dust. This year
the Program Committee decided
to forego these things and ask for
a $15 donation from each class
member attending to donate to a
worthy North Country charity.
We chose Habitat for Humanity, because we know how much
good it has done for needy North
Country families. Chuck Hager
graciously agreed to be
the cashier and collected $350.
“Val Coluni, Barbara Beyer
Plokhooy and Bob Ferry planned
our entry in the parade. Barbara
was in a car accident just prior to
reunion, so she could not attend
and had to yell her usual
commands to us over the
telephone. Val had stored the
banner that we had made for our
50th reunion and brought it so
that we could use it to lead
us once again.
“Our class uniform in the parade
was wild multi-colored shirts
(the kind we brought back from
our Florida or Hawaii vacations)
and crazy hats. Ron Granberg
had manufactured the craziest
hat out of memorabilia from his
freshman year. Val brought four
basketballs that we dribbled and
passed back and forth with the
people on the side of the parade

route. Val himself played catch
with President Fox for a while
and actually reported outscoring
him in a game of horse. All of our
efforts resulted in an award for
second-best entry, not bad for
a bunch of old folks.
“Each class then presented the
results of its fund-raising efforts
to President Fox in Appleton
Arena. We were represented by
the co-chairs of our development
committee, Linda Marlow Castle
and Ruth Carling Budlong. Later,
we toured the new residence
hall and observed progress on
the restoration of the chapel. We
were assured that the Quad had
lost little if any space. We also
toured the Beta Temple, guided
by Al Splete '60. The temple was
in urgent need of restoration and
Al has been leading a fund-raising
effort to undertake the project.
He reported later that the restoration was underway and that SLU
plans to use the temple for events
such as recitals, poetry readings
and various initiations.
“Our final event on Saturday
was the very nice Honor Guard
reception and dinner. At our 50th
Reunion, we were inducted into
the Honor Guard (basically that
means that we were officially
recognized as old), becoming
eligible to participate in its
activities. On Sunday morning,
some went to the Service of
Remembrance, but all of us left
Canton still proud of the institution where we earned our
baccalaureate degrees and
reassured that our alma mater
is in good hands."
Sue Aiken Comstock, coming
from Sanford, N.C., and I met in
Buffalo, rented a car and had a
grand time talking for the next
five hours. It was fun connecting
with everyone at SLU, seeing
the changes and enjoying a
beautiful weekend.
Frank also reported visiting Peter
and Joyce Miltner Conway at
their home in Cohasset, Mass.,
for dinner in late October. They
are fine and busy with all their
family. Joyce was about to leave
on a two-week trip to Sicily with
a high school friend.
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Hulit Pressley Taylor
1713 Surrey Lane, NW
Washington, DC 20007
202-625-0203
hulitpaul@comcast.net
Next Reunion: 55th, 2016

SaintsWear Hot Off the Grill
Spring and summer are approaching quickly and so is BBQ season!
Show off your grilling skills with our new BBQ tools, made of
repurposed hockey sticks from the AHL, the NHL
and club teams—the perfect gift for your Laurentian!

Plus try these SaintsWear winners on for size!

Cycling Jersey

Under Armor Hoodie

Spirit Jersey

See our collection online at www.brewerbookstore.com
or call the St. Lawrence bookstore at 315-229-5460.
When you purchase SaintsWear items, you’re making a difference for students and buying a
high-quality product. Brewer Bookstore and the Alumni Council have partnered to support
student programming initiatives, with proceeds from SaintsWear sales funding these programs.

Many Christmas notes conveyed
news. From Plattsburgh, N.Y.,
Clem and Margaret “Peggy” Eells
Jackson wrote that they are fine,
but stay close to home. Judy
Johnson wrote from her home in
Southampton, N.Y. Patricia
Jackson Lavery is limiting her
travel and is living in a
beautiful retirement facility with
new friends and fun activities.
She says she loves notes and
letters from SLU friends. Let's
help her out: Sanctuary Care, 295
Lafayette Rd., Rye, NH 03870.
John and Janet McKean
Lyon-Behre from Aiken, S.C.,
wrote enthusiastically about their
grandchildren, but that they also
have limited their travels. They
did mention their desire to visit
the Northwest
From Morristown, N.J., I received
great family pictures from
Hugh and Phyllis Denny Marriott. Phyllis was so sorry to have
missed our reunion.
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Jerry and Phoebe Kellogg Worth
wrote from their home in Napa
Valley, Cal. Her description of the
August earthquake was scary, but
they felt fortunate that their home
was built on bedrock and both
tremblers were on the opposite
side of Napa from them. They are
busy with travel, a granddaughter's graduation from Colorado
State University, square dancing,
golf and gardening.
Bruce Blinston reports that he
and his wife enjoyed a 10-day tour
of England and Scotland
last September. Bruce said
the weather was perfect (no
umbrellas) and the sights were
amazing. Bruce occasionally
bumps into Henry Hohhman ’56,
who enjoys traveling and taking
in the local jazz venues.
Bill and Margaret “Margie”
Phillips LeMaster's card, from
their home near Portland, Ore.,
was filled with wonderful pictures
and news. Their sons are doing
well and their grandchildren look
and sound very active and busy.

Margie says she is the proud
owner of a Prius with too many
“bells and whistles,” making her
feel the car is smarter than she is.
Dorothy Toth Beasley wrote a
very long letter from Atlanta with
amazing stories of her past year.
Dottie is still doing mediation and
arbitration, but only part-time
because, as she says, "I'm too
busy to work." She wrote first
about a very special birthday
celebration in Vermont for sister
Virginia Toth Palmer '61, then a
trip with sister Steph to Israel,
the West Bank and Jordan plus
throughout the year housing a
number of law students and lawyers from other countries. I found
it so special that Justice Ginsburg
invited Dottie to the play Our
War, one of four plays written for
the National Civil War Project.
She told me of her summer trip
to her family home in Speculator,
N.Y., and some special visitors
from Ireland and Costa Rica.
Bill Bigelow says that after 18
years of retirement on Cape Cod,

they have moved to Duxbury,
Mass. He and Janis Fowle are
in good health. He serves on
a corporate board and taught
Supreme Court history and cases
at the local senior center lifelong
learning program, while Janis
judges and advises flower shows.
Their daughter Jennifer is a nurse
in New Hampshire, Andy '89 is a
teacher in Chicago and Jonathan
is a businessman in Hong Kong.

Val Coluni and Ginny had another
great year at Sebec Lake in Maine.
He was excited about running into
another SLU family, Andrew Leiser '11 and Haley Feickert '11; she
works for SLU and he for SUNY
Canton. On their return to
Blacksburg, Va., they stopped
and had a wonderful visit with
Felicitas and Ed Purcell, and
then paid a surprise visit to Linda
Marlow Castle and Jack Horner in
Lexington, Va. Val says they had
great "chatter" about the good
old days. Val continues his work
for his state AARP Legislative
Advocacy Committee and Ginny
is involved in a multitude
of activities.
Early in December, Ann Sullivan
Ryan and I made our annual plans
to meet for lunch with Zandra
Walker. “Zee” invited us to have
lunch at her new home in a lovely
retirement community in Redmond, Wash. It was fun to catch
up and to learn how much Zee is
enjoying her new home with
all the activities and no home
ownership hassles.

In January, Dave and Nan
Parmele Vacheron were looking
forward to a month in Hilton Head
in hopes of warmer weather. They
were hoping that Ken and Mary
Lou Fruin Iles would be able to
join them again this year.

It's been an exciting year for me
with travels to Maui, a Baltic Sea
cruise which stopped in Denmark,
Norway, Sweden, Finland, Russia
and Estonia, and travels around
our beautiful Pacific Northwest.
Living far away from many of
you, I needed some convincing
to agree to be the class reporter.
Frank Stritter and Val Coluni
assured me that, with their help,
this would work. So I am counting
on all of you of the Class of '59 to
email or call. If you find yourself
in the Seattle area, please let me
know so we can meet.

John and Nancy Ela MacLeod
sent me a long Happy New Year
letter full of news about them
and their family activities. Injuries
have kept them from skiing and
golf, but happily the prognosis for
2015 is good! Their children and
grandchildren lead happy and
busy lives nearby.

Ann Younger Moore
41 Brookside Drive
Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-9335
amoore9335@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 55th,
May 28-31, 2015
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For the first time ever, I heard
from David Haffenreffer. Dave
doesn’t see many alums from our
era, but hoped to contact Doug
Lawrence since they both live in
Rhode Island. However, Dave frequently sees younger alums—all
three of his children went to
St. Lawrence! Ashley Wagstaff ’86
lives in Menlo Park, Calif., their son
David Jr. ’90 is in real estate in
Connecticut and Kristen Moran ’91
lives in Rhode Island. All three are
married and have a total of eight
children. Dave and his wife live in
Providence, only a 10-minute walk
from Brown University, which
provides endless offerings. They
are both active with social service
organizations that target the
inner-city communities and travel
just enough “to keep a slideshow
of various cultures with which
we are not familiar coming into
our vision.” Best of all, Dave is
looking forward to our 55th
Reunion next year!
After 53 years of silence, Ted Ingersoll was also inspired to write!
Half way through our junior year,
Ted transferred to Kent State University, majored in broadcast production/journalism, graduated in
’62, married, spent six-plus years
as an Air Force public information officer in California, France
and England (one child born at
each base), then spent more than

30 years in advertising agencies in Cleveland, Denver, Kansas
City and Dallas, where they’ve
lived since 1976. Now that Ted
has retired, they travel and enjoy
symphony, theater and music in
Dallas. Ted still enjoys singing
and guitar/banjo as he
did at St. Lawrence.
While Ken Shilkret and
Patrice were in New Orleans last
November, Ken tried to find two
bars where he had once played
the washboard and triangle with
a Zydeco band. Success with
Mulatte’s, but Crawfish House had
closed. During the trip he met two
St. Lawrence students.
In the fall, Craig Ruhm cheered
for the men’s and women’s Saints
teams at the NCAA cross country
finals, which were held just two
miles from his Ohio home. One
granddaughter has been on a
Fulbright Scholarship teaching
in Azerbaijan, and his 13-year-old
son in Hawaii has become an
accomplished surfer.
River boat touring continued
for Hal Schwartz and Sue. In
November, they traveled from
Amsterdam to Budapest on the
Rhine, Main and Danube Rivers
and then took a road trip to
Prague. Also overseas, at Thanksgiving Joe Sherin spent a week in
Dublin with his daughter, Colleen.
Gene Hays sent a Christmas card
with a beautiful photo of his New
Hampshire farmhouse buried in
snow. They experienced a blizzard
and two power outages over
Thanksgiving. “Some 40 brave

souls gathered at my farmhouse
for cocktails in the dark,” he said.
“Candles and kerosene lamps
saved the day.”
During Christmas vacation, Anita
Hills Weeks was in Vail, Col., with
her daughter’s family. Over the
New Year’s holiday, Jim Pritzker
and his family celebrated his
son’s miraculous recovery from
a very serious biking accident.
Their grandchildren light up their
lives; seeing them head to college
makes Jim nostalgic for his
St. Lawrence days.
Madge Grace Wells and David
continue to spend a lot of time in
California, where they help their
daughter, Kiersten, and her husband deal with the aftermath of
Kiersten’s stroke. Madge’s son, Ian,
took on a “turn-around” school
and did so in three years. Madge
says they dote on their
grandsons, Truman and Macrae.
Natalie Beaumont headed to
Hawaii for part of January and
February to help her sister
celebrate her 80th birthday.
Meanwhile, Gordy Brown and
Maria returned to Panama City
Beach, Fla., for a four-month stay.
Once again Kay Robertson
Tomasi had a family reunion in
Virginia Beach. The house was
right on the ocean, which the
children loved! She and Jim spent
Christmas in Seattle with their son
and his family.
Last year, Judy Casadonte
McDowell and Al had several

Want to Send Us a Photo?
We will publish, on a space-available basis, pictures of alumni weddings and legal civil
unions, gatherings promotoins and other activities.
What we need: Images must be 300 dpi/jpeg format and must be accompanied by
caption information: who (left to right), what, where, when. (Note: We cannot accept
photos pulled from the internet or social media).
We reserve the right to reject images for any reason, including but not limited to, poor
quality, inappropriate gestures and what we determine is excessive presence of alcohol.
Email photos to Sharon Henry at shenry@stlawu.edu or you can visit:
https://alumni.stlawu.edu/document.doc?id=38

49

st. lawrence university magazine | spring 2015

class notes

Habari Gani?
Swahili for “What’s The News?”

On a recent trip to Kenya (see the
accompanying column for details),
Jolie Roetter '04 visited with members
of the Kenya Program team at a dinner
hosted by Co-Director Abdelwahab
Sinnary. Left to right are Co-Director
Wairimu Ndirangu; Jolie; Sinnary’s wife,
Amna; Sinnary; Mark Marchant (Vassar
College, KSP fall '08); and office manager
Lina Karingi.

Kate Holby ’12 shared exciting news
that the Specialty Food Association has
awarded her sister Sara Holby (Bowdoin
College, KSP fall ’06), of Ajiri Tea, the
Leadership Award in the category of
Citizenship at the Fancy Food Show in
San Francisco. The award was in
recognition of her commitment to
employing women and educating orphans in western Kenya.

Dave McWethy ’92 (KSP fall ’90) has
received a National Geographic grant to
work in Madagascar and the Comoros
this August. “The purpose of the research
is to discover where the first settlers of
these islands came from and to better
understand the impacts they had on the
environment when they arrived,” he said.
“The timing of human settlement, the origin of the first settlers and the magnitude
of impact they had on the island environments is hotly debated.”
Chris Stolz ’00 (KSP fall ’99) wrote, “For
12 years, I've worked in international development. After four years in Kinshasa,
in the Democratic Republic of Congo,
my spouse Emily Brotherton (Washington University, KSP fall '99), who I met
on the KSP, and I moved to Freetown,
Sierra Leone, in March 2013. That lasted
until August 2014, when due to the Ebola
outbreak my project went into
hibernation mode and we were advised
to leave the country.” Chris is director of
finance and operations for the Dogwood
Alliance, based in Asheville, N.C.
Mike Chambers ’09 works with Flying
Kites, an organization in Kenya that runs
a home, school and scholarship program
for orphaned children. “Our main fundraising initiative is FK Adventures,” he
says. “It’s a travel company with a twist:
100% of funds raised go directly toward
our efforts in Kenya. We offer trips to
destinations such as Kilimanjaro, Everest
Base Camp, Machu Picchu and, of course,
Kenya.”
Ned Breslin ’88 (KSP fall ’87), CEO
of Water For People, spoke at the
Social Good Summit in NYC last fall. An
interview with him is available at https://
www.devex.com/news/water-expert-taps-

trips: bird-watching, granddaughter’s high school graduation,
birthday milestones, operas at
Glimmerglass in Cooperstown,
holiday family gatherings, etc. In
the fall, Pat Linderoth Taylor and
John’59 took several family trips
which focused on hiking, biking
and enjoying the wilderness.

tinues to be active in promoting
local sustainable agriculture and
people living better lives through
eating healthier foods and regular
exercise. Mark suggested we
Google “maple syrup nutrition”
and compare it to other
sweeteners. Surprisingly, maple
syrup is the best choice.

Sadly, Cinnie Baldwin Luscombe’s
husband died in October. Paul
attended several St. Lawrence
alumni events. Cinnie is now in
Eustis, a pretty little town in
central Florida.

Sandy Towle and Susan embrace
Skype and FaceTime to keep in
touch with their three sons' families. Sandy’s second book, The
Assassins' Game, will be available
this spring. China Red is still being
sold and his third book of the
series, The Falcon's Talon, is well
into the enjoyable research phase.
Remember, Sandy writes under

Mark Harran reported that their
farm crops, maple sugar and hay,
had another good year. He con-
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punk-rock-for-inspiration-81896.
In January, Jolie Roetter ’04, the former
director of off-campus programs at
St. Lawrence, and now director of global
learning programs at American University’s Kogod School of Business, escorted
a group of Kogod undergraduate and
graduate students to Nairobi for a 10-day
program focused on international management practices. “Kenya left a wonderful impression on our group,” she said.”
“We were all surprised and impressed by
the entrepreneurial spirit that seems to
be taking over Nairobi.” Jolie enjoyed a
dinner with Kenya Program folks; see the
picture for details.
Vermont Public Radio spoke with KSP
Co-Director Wairimu Ndirangu regarding
student uses of technology while studying abroad. Listen to the interview at
(http://digital.vpr.net/post/educatorsworry-technology-hampers-studyabroad-experience).
St. Lawrence Trustee and founder of this
column Amanda Pearson ’92 (KSP fall
’90) wrote, “I blog (http://sulishealth.com)
and tweet (@sulishealth) about food
security, nutrition, and maternal and child
health, and I am the communications
consultant for the Harvard Academy
for International and Area Studies. I saw
Kathleen Fitzgerald ’92 (KSP spring ’91)
in December 2014 when she was stateside for some meetings with the African
Wildlife Foundation.” Tutaonana!
—John Linsley ’04
(KSP fall ’02)
111 High Street, Apt. 4
Brattleboro, VT 05301
(978) 500-6342
jlinsley@gmail.com

his pen name, Ralph Sanborn.
Steve Anderson has initiated a
journalism intern fund committee at Chautauqua Institution for
the “Chautauquan Daily” college
interns. In line with his continued
interest in journalism, he initiated
a mentor program for international journalism students at UC
Berkeley’s journalism school.
They draw on the experience and
knowledge of the professional
journalists of the Bay Area Travel
Writers. Steve recovered quickly
from surgery on a torn meniscus
and is now climbing mountains.
Dave Crystal is moving his law
office from New York City to

Greenwich, Conn. He said there’s
movement afoot for ATOs to
meet this coming September
in Santa Fe.
In early January, I had a surprise
phone call from Bob Noonan ’60.
He and his wife moved to Falls
Church, Va., about a year ago. Bob
reminded me that the last time we
met was in ’61 when I was visiting
Ft. Benning, Ga. Several Laurentians gathered for a beer and Bob
introduced us to his bride. They
have three children and
five grandchildren.
It’s been a long time since some
of you have written. Why not
follow Dave and Ted’s examples
and bring us up to date.

1962

Steve Wahl
7899 E. Soaring Eagle
Scottsdale, AZ 85266
480-575-5300
slubadger@cox.net
Next Reunion: 55th, 2017
I love first-time submitters,
so I place them first! Pat Conly
Tufenkjian reports after 52 years
that she too enjoyed the annual
Pi Phi meeting in Williamsburg last
June and tells us the girls will meet
this year in Nashville. Later in 2014,
Cindy Larsen Verruso-Dudeck
traveled to Chicago to join Pat
and Sue Vosseller Dreghorn for
a theater weekend. From time to
time, Pat and Sue see each other
for lunch or a play. Both live in
suburban Chicago.
Pat has had some interesting
travels and will take her camper
west to Oregon again this
summer to see friends she met
in Tanzania, and then make a
third camping trip to Alaska with
her sister. She recently took a
Norwegian fjord trip north of the
Arctic Circle; hopes to see the
polar bears north of Churchill,
Manitoba, and then would like
to go to South Africa and up to
Victoria Falls. Go, girl!
Another Pi Phi, Marian Katz
Schenke, also enjoyed the
Williamsburg gathering. She
and Ed celebrated their 51st
anniversary with a trip to Paris,
London and Edinburgh.
Continuing the travel theme,
Gregg and Martie Root
Peterson traveled to Scandinavia,
the Baltic Sea countries and
Russia. Highlights included Estonia and Lithuania, the Hermitage
Museum in St. Petersburg, Red
Square and the Kremlin, and
Finland, Sweden, Copenhagen
and Oslo. “Our retirement years
give us the opportunity to
experience other cultures,” they
said. Amen!
Not all trips are extravagant!
Anne Henehan Oman flew to
Boston last summer for her
husband's association meeting.
She took a train to Gloucester
and spent a lovely day with Lydia
Pallme Priest, whom we heard
from a few issues ago.

Our condolences go to Schuyler
Scutt’s family and friends. He died
in December; for more, turn to
“In Memory.”
Perhaps this should have been
the first note! How many of us
have attended our own weddings
recently? Is that Willoughby
Richardson raising his hand?
Yes, it is! Bill and Barbara (whose
courtship we have been following
in this column) tied the knot last
August 30. They have known one
other since they were 12. They
played mixed doubles as partners
for four years and are part of a
group of friends still in touch after
all these years. In February 2013,
St. Lawrence played a part in their
meeting again at a hockey game
in Princeton. They reside
in Westerly, R.I.
Moving from Massachusetts to
Charlotte, N.C., two years ago
has been quite a jolt “politically”
for Tom Murdock and Grig. Tom
volunteers a lot, from gleaning
produce such as kale, apples and
corn to political advocacy with
AARP. His next project is cochairing a Civics 101 program run
by the League of Women Voters
to familiarize citizens with their
city and county governments.
Happily, the Murdocks reside only
a couple of blocks from their
three grandsons, who keep them
busy and entertained.
Joan Castro Nordbotten and
Svein sold their Arizona home a
year ago, making it possible to
spend six winter weeks on
Lanzarote—lovely! After the
sale, they spent two weeks
crossing the USA visiting friends
and relatives, including ADPi’s
Peggy Corin Hecklinger and
Fred ’61, Linda Cassidy Kline,
Barbara Raine Mann and Kathy
O’Shaughnessy Vickers.
As many of us remember, Cynthia
Wilson served Lady Bird Johnson
as a personal secretary during
LBJ’s Presidential years. Not
surprisingly then, she traveled to
New York in 2014 to see All the
Way, the play about President
Johnson in the early period of the
Civil Rights movement (before
the Selma march). Cindy, now
fully retired, calls herself a onearmed paperhanger, balancing
the responsibilities of retirement.

1964

Speaking of balancing acts,
reading of Miriam and Art Plitt’s
doings gives the impression that
they are the ultimate volunteers.
Pawtucket, R.I., is the principal
beneficiary of their eleemosynary
efforts. (Love that word? That’s
why I am your reporter!) They
are involved with several charities
and self-help organizations. In
recognition, Art and Miriam have
been inducted into the Pawtucket
Hall of Fame.
Bill Schaffer and Dave Sickels
both reported via micro notes
(ten words or less). Bill said he
would again host a ski event
which this year would include
Gary Gibson. Dave reports that
the weather here in Arizona is
boring. I know, Dave, I always
found shoveling snow to
be exciting!

1963

Leah Kollmer Puzzo
135 Hillcrest Avenue
Leonia, NJ 07605
201-461-7052(home)
201-321-5519(cell)
lkpuzzo@msn.com
Next Reunion: 55th, 2018
WOW (Women of Whitman),
Ellen Johnson Kern, Ann
Somerville Benedict, Karen
Allred Quinn, Marty Sikaras
Driscoll, April Norton Tweddell,
Tory Liersch Spater Somerville,
Ann Jacobson Dixon and your
class reporter, held their biennial
get-together last September in
Pt. Reyes, Calif. They hiked and
toured the beautiful Northern
California coast and enjoyed
plenty of time catching up. Ann
Cogswell Caldwell was unable
to attend due to knee surgery.
I’m happy to say she is well on
the way to a complete recovery.
Hilary Hartman Goodwin was in
the midst of selling her ranch and
moving closer to town, so she
was also unable to attend. The
rest of the group is in fine fettle
and enjoying life!

Sherry Gage Chappelle
800 Bayard Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
302-226-1594
brucesher20@comcast.net
Next Reunion: 55th, 2019
We don’t know each other’s
“now” stories, but there are some
great St. Lawrence moments we
didn’t know about “then.” Two
that I heard at Reunion come
to mind. One was Edie Schmidt
Kilgour’s parents receiving a letter while she was a freshman, telling them about her “immoral act,”
which turned out to be smoking in her room. The other was
from Barbara O’Brien Bouchey.
OB received a letter as a senior,
kicking her out of Mummers for
non-participation handwritten
in aqua ink. The times they have
a’changed! During an evening
discussion of our distinctive
’60s clothing, someone even
mentioned that her father had
made her circle pin (sadly, I forgot
to record whom). If you have
such stories, share.
Mary Howe Molnar called from
Pawleys Island, S.C., where she
has lived since she retired nine
years ago. Mary had a long
career in education. Now she and
pharmacist husband Tom have
become world travelers.
Lou Ann Mayer Mossler also had
a long career as a teacher.
Geri Caldwell Sklarz was originally planning to join our reunion,
but was not able to. I was hoping
to catch up with more of her
memories of our freshman hall.
Judy Hart Angelo wasn’t at
reunion either, but in my trip
downtown to “support the
Canton economy” I had a
conversation with a shopkeeper
who, when she discovered I was
an SLU alum, told me what a
wonderful experience the New
York City Semester had been
for her grandson. I was proud to
be able to say that Judy was a
member of my class. Thanks to
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1965

Jane Petrie Davis
P.O. Box 730
92 Coventry Lane
Manchester Center, VT 05255
802-362-3621
jphteam@comcast.net
Next Reunion: 50th, May 2831, 2015

A Class of ’67 Sig Chi mini-reunion on the Outer Banks last fall featured
“Sigs on Hatteras” t-shirts and involved, from left, Doug Robinson, Paul
Danielson, host Jeff Wells, and Dave Howe and Jim Swenson, holding
an honorary shirt for Tom Ryan, who with wife Meg Atkins ’70 was
otherwise occupied visiting kids and grandkids. Spouses present were
Christine Wells, Joy Gurzynski Bixby, Peggy Howe, Carol Bisby
Danielson, and Cindy Robinson.

both Judy and John ’63, whose
efforts have helped make the
program possible.
My best support of the economy,
by the way, was at the marvelous
Brewer Bookstore. I even have a
Delaware friend with family in the
North Country who makes sure to
visit it every time he heads north.
Here’s a circular tale with reunion
connections. In June I opened a
package from Bob Goodfellow,
which contained an aged volume
of St. Lawrence songs including
“Chapel Bells,” “Alma Mater” and
more. A colleague of Bob’s, knowing he was headed to our reunion,
had picked it up at a garage sale
and given it to him. On the inside
cover was Betty Ranalli Green
’65’s name. When I contacted
Betty, she had no idea how the
book had begun its journey and
didn’t remember owning it. We
have agreed on joint custody!
She now has possession of “our”
book until after her own reunion
this spring.
After 50 years, it was a treat to
spend time with Marietta Kiley
Teret in Canton, but even better
when she visited me at the end
of the summer. Marietta came
for an opening of the work of her
Baltimore painting teacher. We
had plenty of time then to catch
up on our lives since SLU.
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I hope you noticed the
parade picture with the cheering
members of the class of ’64
that appeared in one of the
University’s fall mailings. Abbie
Woolsey Rowley and Larry Cohan
were front and center.
On a more somber note, I
received notification of the
October death of Jim Feck.
Reread his page in the Class
Book for the story of his life. I
loved finding out that Jim had
gone running only days before
his death.
News has also come of another
loss to our class through the
death of Prof. George McFarland,
in Canton, after a long illness.
George will be remembered by
the many students whose lives
he touched throughout his years
at St Lawrence. Our special condolences to his wife of more than
40 years, Janet Allen McFarland.
For me, George’s death seemed
to mark the end of an era, leaving
our class academic orphans. For
more, turn to "In memory."
Whatever now fills your days,
whether it’s kids or parents, trials
or triumphs, loves and losses,
memories or mementos, please
share with the rest of us.

It’s hard to believe that we
graduated 50 years ago. I urge
you to attend the reunion in May
and also to contribute to the class
gift. Your pledge can be extended
over a five- year period and still
count toward the gift.
Jill Casler Colver and Joan Savin
Grazio are excited to attend. Joan
worked in advertising until her
retirement and lived in Manhattan
and Queens. She is now in West
Palm Beach, Fla., is a widow and
has a step-daughter and granddaughter with whom she has a
close relationship.
Gerald Benjamin, SUNY Distinguished Professor of Political
Science and director the Center
for Research, Regional Engagement and Outreach (CRREO) at
SUNY New Paltz, and Frank
Commisso '06, currently of the
Albany County Comptroller's
Office, are working together on
an intergovernmental collaboration study for municipalities in
Albany County.
Sadly, Arpiar Saunders passed
away last fall. Suffering from
frontotemporal dementia, he was
unable to speak but remained
active until the end. During a long
legal career, he used the law as a
vehicle for positive social change
and to fight inequality, advancing
laws to reform prison treatment
and protect the mentally ill.
Among survivors is his former
wife Jane Munson. For more on
Arpy, turn to “In Memory.”

1966

Jim Michaelson
22 Gouverneur Street
Canton, NY 13617
315-386-5250
jmichaelson@twcny.rr.com
Next Reunion: 50th, 2016

look of disappointment when I
stood up.”
We got the usual Christmas
cards and holiday greetings of
old. We hope that everyone spent
some quality time with family
and friends.
The drought in news gives us an
opportunity to encourage you to
begin thinking about our 50th
Reunion in 2016. Go to the calendar and reserve this special time
for fun and the renewal of old
friendships. Also, start contacting dear classmates, so the class
is well represented on Reunion
Weekend a little over a year
from now. If you need addresses,
phone numbers or emails, give us
a shout and we will try to
put you in touch with those
special friends.

1967

Meg Smith Eisenbraun
4460 Norris Lane
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
360-682-2345
eisenbraunwe2@comcast.net
Next Reunion: 50th, 2017
David Christian tells us he is
a retired dentist living outside
Orlando, Fla. Dave spent 39 years
practicing in various locations
with the VA and Army and still
does some volunteer dentistry
with the indigent population in
the area. He and his wife, Andrea,
a retired special ed. teacher,
have been married for 41 years
and have two kids and six
grandchildren. Son Brooke
spearheads a large sales staff
for an international translation
and communication firm, while
daughter Allana lives in London,
where she is a speech pathologist.
They have a beach place south
of St. Augustine to escape to, as
well as access to several places
their son-in-law co-owns. One of
them is in the French Quarter in
New Orleans, and Dave passed
along this story: “One evening I
was having a beer on the balcony.
A horse-drawn carriage was
trundling by below. The driver
explained that Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie owned a place there.
Someone shouted up at me, ‘Hey
Brad, where’s Angie?’ What a

David keeps in touch with Dave
Howe, Paul Danielson and Jim
Swenson, among others. He had
dinner with John and Dottie
Houghton Kosicki while they
were visiting Orlando. John had
just retired from the FDIC.
Jim and Joy continue to travel
quite a bit, most recently to Venice and a small ship cruise to the
Dalmatian Coast (Croatia and
Montenegro). They also go to
lots of concerts: Tanglewood,
Saratoga Performing Arts Center
and more in the summer; Lincoln
Center, Carnegie Hall and others
in the winter. In July, they drove
to SLU to check out the new Kirk
Douglas Residence Hall and renovated Quad. They had dinner with
Joel Bixby and Jennifer Baird
Bixby ’68, who invited Jim ’65 and
Evie Hout Estes to join them for
cocktails and dinner.
Joan Friedlander Hurley and
Jack had a wonderful trip to Oslo,
seeing old friends as well as the
sights. Later they enjoyed time
in Paris with Joan’s sister Ruth
and her family, who have lived in
France for many years. Joan also
made a trip to Africa with longtime friends, and she and Jack
recently returned from an amazing trip to Peru, where they saw
“centers of civilizations thousands
of years before the Incas,” Joan
remarked. They also enjoyed a
week on the Amazon River; “each
day we took excursions in an
open skiff into smaller tributaries
and streams, looking for birds and
animals, hiking into the jungle for
further wildlife viewing and visiting tiny villages,” she said.
Tom Randall continues to write
poetry and occasional short fiction and non-fiction. He and Judy
went to Italy (Tuscany and Rome)
with friends. Tom says he misses
teaching and may begin doing
some adjunct teaching at local
colleges on Long Island, where
he lives.
I don’t expect you ’mates to write
me poetry, but how about a little
non-fiction about your lives? OK,
even a little fiction will do.

1968

Anne Lauriat
6 Bishops Forest Drive
Waltham, MA 02454
617-484-6841
lauriat@aol.com
Next Reunion: 50th, 2018

the over-60 category) and now
enjoys pickleball, bridge, enjoying
her writers group and “dabbling”
in art. But she claims the real
highlights of life are times with
her three grandchildren.

In a past column, I asked whether
anyone is a (gulp!) greatgrandparent. And we have a
winner! Bernie Campanella in
Middletown Pa., said he has been
“blessed with a second greatgrandchild, sweet Leilana born to
my granddaughter.”

Marna added that several years
ago she met up with Vicki Giambra
in Maryland. She and Vicki both
transferred from St. Lawrence to
Boston University together for their
junior year and were roommates.

Dennis Angel, attorney by day
and jazz entertainer by night, reports that his second album, "On
Track," is being played on many
jazz stations and is on several jazz
charts. There’s no room to report
on the informative article in Jazz
Monthly, but see for yourself:
www.jazzmonthly.com/jazz_artists/artists_a_to_g/dennis_angel/
dennis_angel.html
Five months after their daughter Liz married, Bob and Susan
Doscher Underwood's son Greg
tied the knot. I went to Chicago
for the festivities in October.
Susan said she had recently
attended her 50th high school
reunion in Ridgewood, N.J., where
she saw Marna Bate, who lives
in Harwich on Cape Cod. Marna
wrote that also there were John
’69 and Cori Tallman Hoffman.
Marna told me a “small world”
story that gave me a chuckle:
One day a few years ago, the
traffic she was in stopped for a
big snapping turtle in the road.
Betsey Bradford, a volunteer at
the local Wild Care, saved the day
(and the turtle.) Betsey's college
roommate Jane Castner was
visiting from Lawrenceville, N.J.,
so a mini-reunion took place.
Marna wrote, “Through the years
I've seen Jim Langlois at various
hockey events as my two boys,
Griff and Judd, have been heavily into hockey all their lives.”
Traveling has taken her rafting
down the Colorado River and on
safari in Kenya. Career-wise, she’s
been involved with restaurants
and education. She spent three
years playing USTA tennis (in

Other roommates who
reconnected were Susan Doscher
Underwood and Jane Sartori
Deaton in D.C., where they lived
after graduation. Jane had come
up from Pinehurst, N.C., where
she and Brian live. After learning
of Prof. Bernie Lammers’s death
in December (see “In Memory”),
Jane said she’d kept in touch with
him and that he’d “launched me
on a lifetime of political activism
both as his student in courses like
The Presidency and as a recruit to
the Gene McCarthy presidential
campaign in 1967-68.”
Yet another 50th high school
reunion produced news for our
class. Ed Higgins, of Clayton,
N.Y., returned to Pleasantville N.Y.,
where Burt Gershater '69 (he
started in our class) was a fellow
graduate. Burt’s a motivational
speaker and thus was "a great
Master of Ceremonies," Ed said.
Burt lives in Flagstaff, Ariz. Last
summer Ed visited Joel ’67 and
Jennifer Baird Bixby in Canton.

Ed’s still very active in the
insurance agency business,
although he sold the operation
to his two children, Brendan and
Molly. He’s busy giving speeches
on business management around
the country. He recently became
the national chair of the Applied
Systems Client Network, a User
Group of Applied Systems Inc.
Always faithful-writers-of-holiday-cards Jeff Pavek and Ellen
Pfeiffer Agnew came through
once again, as they have for a
zillion years. Jeff’s hand-drawn
(always poignant) card noted
that he was thrilled to be the
featured artist in the January and
June months of the St. Lawrence
2015 calendar. I've kicked myself
repeatedly for not buying some
of Jeff's artwork "way back then."
He says he's "shedding more than
creating" these days and hopes to
retire at 70.
Ellen’s letter was filled with the
many musical events she has
enjoyed in hometown Syracuse,
and as far as Mississippi and
Arkansas for blues festivals. Her
Toyota took her on a 2,400-mile
month-long road trip which
included her 50th high school
reunion in Kennebunk, Maine.
When I was notified that a classmate who was 91 years old (!),
had died, I challenged the alumni

Save the date
HOMECOMING 2015
October 9-11

Weekend highlights:

• Homecoming football game and
block party

• Live entertainment
• Hall of Fame luncheon, inductions
and more!
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harvest, which always fascinates
me, but given her travels, I
understand the omission. She
managed two trips to Jackson,
Wyo., to spend time with family as grandchildren activities
abound. Not to be outdone,
husband Jerry hopped in the car
and drove from New York State to
Wyoming to elk hunt and to fish
on the Snake River.

Kappa Kappa Gamma alumnae from the early 1970s enjoyed a fall 2014
weekend at the famous Red Lion Inn in Stockbridge, Mass. For details,
see the 1972 Class Notes.

office. But indeed he was. James
Kelly, after graduating with us,
received his teaching degree from
Potsdam State in 1969. He taught
AP biology at Massena Central
School until retiring in 1989.
I started the column with a birth
and ended with a death. How
’bout you email me about your life
in between those seminal events!

1969

Patti Black Giltner
16 Pellett Street
Norwich, NY 13815
607-336-1202
pattigil@roadrunner.com
Next Reunion: 45th, May 28-31,
2015 (cluster with ’70, ’71)
Ann Wellington wrote in her
Christmas card that, so far, she
had escaped the ravages of lakeeffect snow in Lockport, N.Y. She
has taken on a job I have put off
for years: separating photographs
to distribute to family members.
It could take years!
Another card, from Margaret
Timmons Gittis, announced their
second grandchild, Samson.
Maragret and Alan travelled to
Italy to babysit Samson while
their daughter, Aryn, was at a
conference. After the conference,
Margaret and Alan made a vacation of it and went to the Italian
Alps, the Cinque Terra on the
Mediterranean coast, Verona and
Milan. Margaret loves her retirement and having time to devote
to her many hobbies. She saw
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Sue Hubbard Broderick last
summer, and said they had a
great time together.
The last card came from Pat
Lynch Sincerbeaux. She and her
husband, Dick, have done a lot of
traveling over the last year. They
are planning to attend our “45th,”
a “cluster” reunion in May. It would
be wonderful to have a big group
because we always have so much
fun reminiscing and catching up.
Last, I have sad news about the
passing of Noel Shangraw on
December 26, 2014. At graduation
time, he married Joy Bachman
Mance. They taught school
together in Massena, N.Y., raised
a family, and he coached sports
and served on the Town Planning
Board and the Library Board.
He is survived by three children
and one grandson. Our deepest
sympathies go out to his family; a
memorial notice will appear in the
next issue.

1970

Dennis Szymanski
915 Hillwood Ave.
Falls Church, VA 22042
703-534-1253
dennis.szymanski@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 45th, May 28-31,
2015 (cluster with ’69, ’71)
Leslie Barber Hooper's annual
note talked about some of the
transitions in her life, transitions
with which we are all becoming
familiar. 'Nuff said. Leslie didn't
talk about the past year's garlic

Facebook followers of Karen Pizor Eckles already know that her
family has opened a very popular
beer store in Winchester, Va. The
extensive inventory attracts
customers from Virginia and
West Virginia. Check out
www.betterbeerstore.com.
Roger '69 and Wende Butler
Brock continue to sing the praises
of Portland, Maine, and especially
their move to Limerick, Maine
after many years in New London,
N.H. They just love their four
grandsons and have the same
lament of all grandparents: "We
don't get to see them (and spoil
them) as much as we'd like."
So it looks like more travel this
year with trips to San Francisco,
plus Albany for daughter Liz's
graduation to become a doctor of
veterinary medicine and RPI for
an MBA graduation.
It had been some time since
we’d heard from Betty Masten
Calhoun, so the former defense
contractor's email covered a lot of
ground. In 2009, she was thrown
from her horse and suffered an
injury much the same as the
late Christopher Reeve’s. While
her neck was broken, she wrote,
"by some miracle, God's grace
and guardian angels, I was not
paralyzed, and while I have three
vertebrae now pinned together,
I'm pretty much OK." While in
this semi-retired state, Betty got
certified to teach English as a
second language.
Betty continues, "In 2010, I went
over to Odessa, Ukraine, to work
on a US-funded border security
project. I was there for almost
two years, and then went to
Armenia on the same kind of
a project for about six months.

I developed a lot of training
courses for border security and
WMD-detection equipment. I also
did a little English teaching (see
previous paragraph.) In the fall of
2012, I semi-retired (again), and
spent the winter ad next summer
in a beach house on the New
Hampshire seacoast—absolutely
beautiful, and did I mention the
wonderful seafood? I wrote Web
content for an online retailer of
Italian wines (who knew there
were so many different kinds of
Italian wines?)"
John Hartmann is enjoying retirement "with lots of little trips on
the East Coast and twice to Montreal, seeing friends and relatives
along the way. One especially
interesting trip was to Hillsdale,
N.Y., where five generations of my
father’s family lived and worked.
Still standing is the ancestral
home built by my triple-greatgrandfather and the general store
where my grandparents lived and
worked. Both buildings have been
lovingly restored and I was able to
explore them both from cellar to
attic. It was a real treat to be able
to look into the past and to tread
on the same floorboards as my
ancestors and walk through the
rooms above the country store
where my father grew up."

1971

James P. Snedeker
5 Linden Tree Road
Wilton, CT 06897
203-761-7793
jamespsnedeker@yahoo.com
Next Reunion: 45th, May 28-31,
2015 (cluster with ’69, ’70)
It was great to hear from Lloyd
Nadel. Last year, he completed his
31st year in a private law practice.
He's been a solo practitioner
since 1983 in Mineola, Long Island,
handling primarily criminal cases
including everything from murder
to traffic tickets, and has tried
many high-profile cases. In the
course of his work, he's contacted
several SLU grads. He's also

shared cases with classmates and
Phi Kappa Sigma brothers Bill
Aram and Dale Yates, as well as
St. Lawrence County Supreme
Court Justice David Demarest '70.
And he's worked some cases with
Nick Amigone in Buffalo. Over
the years, he has seen fraternity
brothers George Schuman and
Carl Goodman '69, as well as Bill
Garry ’81 and Barry Murtha ’58,
socially, along with John Bovet '72
in the Rochester area.
Lloyd was married relatively late
in life, 1992. He and Agatha have
two daughters. Samantha, 20, is
a junior at Georgetown and is AllAmerica in cross country. Stacie,
17, is a senior in high school, and
also runs cross country as well
as track. Last fall, the state cross
country championships were held
at SUNY Canton (formerly Canton
ATC). Her team finished third in
their class and she just missed
qualifying for the all-state team.
Lloyd was happy to tour the SLU
campus, visiting the new(er) field
house, student center
and bookstore.
Jim Hennessy re-wound the
clock back to summer 1969
when he and Al Cali '71 travelled
throughout Europe on a shoestring budget for over three
months. They started by rail, but
quickly figured out how to buy a
modestly-priced 10-year-old Opel
which they called "Elka." They
shared many adventures in 10
countries, sleeping on the ground
in any convenient field, in the car
or, occasionally, in a hostel.
Jim is semi-retired from law,
finance and private equity. He
stays busy as chairman of a
Toronto-based PE fund, writing
various academic papers and
collaborating on projects with the
Sandra Day O'Connor School of
Law at Arizona State University.
Al chose a career in art appraisal
and art auctioneering and as an
art broker.
Always the gentleman and a
most gracious guy, Ted Higgins
wrote that he is still practicing
vascular and general surgery in
Kansas City. He had just returned
from a 150-mile bike ride with
his colleagues on the "Research
Roughrider Bike Team" that has

been raising money for more than
22 years for MS research.
Ted noted that after many years
of operating in the Dominican
Republic with a surgical mission
team, he has focused on Haiti,
where he and colleagues operate
a clinic. They are building larger
operating rooms that will allow
more teaching and teams to
work. He still returns yearly to the
DR to work with their surgeons,
teaching vascular surgery particularly establishing access for their
dialysis patients. Ted still enjoys
occasional tennis, sailing and skiing (water and snow).

1972

Barbarajean Schaefer
Blodgett
3152 L Covewood Ct.
Falls Church, VA 22042
315-771-3261
Barbarajeanious@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 45th, 2018
(cluster with ’73, ’74)
Holiday greeting cards, Facebook entries, texts, e-mails and
postcards are the source of my
news this time. I’m always pleased
when classmates find numerous
ways to relay their life events
to me.
Lynne Barnes Leahy had two
family weddings in the span of
three months last year. Her son
Richard was married in Kennebunkport, Maine, in August
and son Taylor was married in
Kansas City, Mo., in October.
Lynne met me in NYC in early
December to view the Matisse
“Cut-Outs” exhibit at the Museum
of Modern Art.
In another span of three months,
Marcia Kessler Daly and husband
Bill ’70 retired (then Bill changed
his mind), took a new job, sold
their home of 40 years in Jamestown, N.Y., and moved into a new
downsized apartment in Geneseo.
Bill’s new position as director of
planning and development for
Wyoming County played well
into his strengths in his former
position in Chautauqua County,
and the move puts them closer to
their two grown children.
Marcia is retired after 24 years

at Jamestown Business College
and additional years in public
education, and is adjusting to her
new lifestyle in a fabulous college
town. She is looking forward to
exploring her options for community involvement, traveling and
reading bestsellers.
World traveler and adventure
seeker Kathy Woods Cloonan
spent several weeks in the
Adriatic and Western Europe as
she took in spectacular scenery,
delicious food and terrific wine
in Croatia, Slovenia, Bosnia and
Montenegro. She was invited by
a travel agent friend to see the
christening of the newest ship in
the Princess cruise fleet, The Regal. This spring, Kathy has plans
for a Viking cruise to France:
chateaus, rivers and wine. Then in
May, she wrote, “A trip to trek the
Inca Trail, explore Machu Picchu
and travel around Peru with my
three kids. If I keel over on the
hike, at least I will have my three
loved ones to carry me down
the Andes!”
Jane Terrell ’73 and Kevin Barry
are looking forward to their retirement and full-time living on Cape
Cod. Their son Thomas graduates from George Washington
University in May and will be
working for Deloitte Consulting in
Washington, D.C. They have been
reconnecting with old friends and
sharing ideas and plans for this
new chapter in their lives.
Cheryl “Pee Wee” Gross and
Gene Mally rang in the new year
with Pat Romeo ’74 and Paul
Gilbert. Pee Wee participated
in Career Boot Camp 2014 on
the SLU campus; it’s aimed at
sophomores, who attend panel
discussions on career interests
and classes on networking, writing
resumes, finding internships, and
the dreaded “grip and grin.” As a
business consultant, Pee Wee has
invaluable skills and experience to
share with these young people,
and she was thrilled to return to
campus for a second time this
January. She and Gene visit family
members (the wedding of Jennifer
Gross ’08 to Andrew Spear ’09, for
example) and do a lot of golfing.

Pee Wee travelled to Ashville,
N.C., with SLU girlfriends Nancy
Mackay, Linda Henderson and Roberta Camlin Hanlon ’71 in October
to visit the Biltmore, craft fairs, the
famous gardens and some of the
marvelous area restaurants.
Speaking of lifelong friends, the
Kappas celebrated their annual
reunion at the Red Lion Inn in
Stockbridge, Mass., on Halloween
weekend. Karen Murray Cady,
Dale Grant Dick, Kathy Woods
Cloonan, Liz Marden Marshall,
Lynne Barnes Leahy, Sue VanDyke Burdsall, Marcia Kessler
Daly and I were all there, along
with members of the classes of
’73, ’74 and ’75. Gretchen Sturtz
Scott could not attend at the last
minute, but she sent along a 50%
discount code from her Gretchen
Scott Designs company to make
us all feel better! We watched the
annual Halloween parade from
the porch of the historic inn and
toured the Norman Rockwell
Museum over the weekend.
Sue VanDyke Burdsall sent
holiday greetings with news
about her life on the Maine coast
and her two grown children, Rob
and Whitney. Sue is in her fourth
year with the Portland Symphony
Orchestra and enjoys planning
the concert season, working with
the Board of Trustees and “supporting the fundraising that is
always taking place to keep prices
affordable and to ensure that the
orchestra remains a vibrant part
of the community. Support the
arts whenever you can!”
Sue winters for a month or so
in Barbados.
In the “Postcards from the Edge”
department, Earl “Steamboat”
McElfresh sent word of his defeat
in the November elections for a
second term on the Cattaraugus
County (N.Y.) legislature. “I’m
really sad about it,” he wrote. “My
fellow legislators were the most
enjoyable and congenial group
of people I’ve been associated
with since my days at Phi Sig;

55

st. lawrence university magazine | spring 2015

class notes

What shall we call you?
We want to be sure we’re addressing you the way YOU
want to be addressed. Let us know if:

•

 e’re calling you “Mrs.” and you prefer “Ms.”
W
(or vice versa).

•

 ur mailings come to “Mr. John Smith and Dr. Mary
O
Smith,” and you prefer “Mary and John Smith.”

•

We’re doing anything else wrong (address-wise,
that is).

We want to respect your wishes. If you have a preference we’re not using, please contact Valerie Ingram,
Director of Donor Relations, at vingram@stlawu.edu.

really and truly. Oh well, I still have
Michiko and the kids propping me
up, and The Beatles’ version of
Buddy Holly’s ‘Words of Love’ to
fall back on.”
It appears not everyone in our
class is in retirement mode. Jim
Reger was promoted to executive
director of the Massachusetts
Asphalt and Aggregate Producers
Association for the Greater Boston area. His work in management
consulting and all aspects of
pavement construction has been
the thrust of his long and prosperous career. Congratulations!
While this column specializes in
mirth, joy and good cheer, there
are some downsides. I share with
you the death last October of a
quiet yet impactful classmate,
Julie Langtry Rizza. She was a
high school English and Spanish
teacher and loved travel. A more
thorough memorial notice will
appear in our next issue.

1973

Linda Tirelli Herrmann
60 Crosman Avenue
Swampscott, MA 01907
914-656-7471
classof73SLU@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 45th, 2018
(cluster with ’72, ’74)
I put off writing this column
until the last possible moment
in the hope that I would finally
receive something from someone
to include. I know there’s news
out there; some of you have
retired, relocated, taken up new
careers or hobbies, heard from
classmates, taken an interesting
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trip—the possibilities are endless. I
hope to hear from you soon!

1974

Sandra Ciccone Wagner
13030 Walking Path Place
San Diego, CA 92130
858-354-5463
swagner@wagnerimmigrationlaw.com
Next Reunion: 45th, 2018
(cluster with ’72, ’73)
I received word that Barbara
Greeley Kopta died on November 13, 2014. She was a certified
financial planner. Please watch for
“In Memory” in the next issue for a
more complete memorial notice.

1975

Carol Owen
12 Lake Village Drive
Durham, NC 27713
919-544-2121 (evenings)
carol.owen@hotmail.com
Next Reunion: 40th, May 2831, 2015
I was happy to receive Dale
Coye’s first communication. He
wrote that his second book,
Seven Sacraments for Everyone:
Protestants and Catholics, Jews
and Muslims, Hindus, Heathens,
Humanists and Those Who Have
Lost Their Faith or Are Looking
for One (FriesenPress, 2014) was
published last summer. His hope
is that those who read the book
can realize that there is a lot that
people of all faiths—or no faith—
can agree is sacred and that this
might help us find the road to
peace. Dale lives in rural New
Hampshire and teaches Humani-

ties at Thomas Edison College,
New Jersey’s online college. He
also directs plays locally.
Keith Fulmer and Terry regularly
see Ned Merrell, Bob Ottman,
Tim Cohan, Vince Pisegna ’76
and Bobbi Philipp, Bob and Janet
Olchowski Kmetz, and Bill Fox.
From time to time Keith also
runs into Charlie and Karen Sivy
Daugherty, John Greenwood,
Tracy Kay and Dennis Jordan.
I’m impressed that Keith has
reconnected with freshman roommates Ken “Izzy” Levis and Miles
Evans! St. Lawrence connections
continue to the next generation
as well. Keith and Terry’s son, Sam
’12, is friends with Sam Hamlin
’12, son of Andy Hamlin, Tucker
Daugherty ’12 (son of Charlie and
Karen), and Ren O’Connor ’12
(son of Tom O’Connor). As Keith
wrote, “The SLU experience, peer
group and relationships are still as
meaningful and strong for recent
graduates as they were, and are,
for us 40 years ago.”
Speaking of 40 years ago, our
40th Reunion is just around the
corner! Keith sent updates on the
planning. He and Deb VanDussen
Vogt are co-chairs. They’re working with a great reunion planning
committee, including Janet
Olchowski and Bob Kmetz (cochairs of our 35th), Hope Berger
Rubin, Janet O’Brien, Jeff Stannard, Betsy Billington Howerton,
Amy Winklepeck McNamara,
Anne McGrath McManus, Terry
Prendergast Ryan, Bonnie Skilling Muheim and Ned Merrell,
along with Tim Cohan, Charlie and
Tracy Kay. Karen Daugherty and
Rob Donovan are the co-chairs
for the class development committee, working to encourage
support for the class gift.
I’m looking forward to seeing
everyone next month!

1976

Mary Izant
20101 North Park Blvd., #1
Shaker Heights, OH 44118
216-363-6417
mizantslu1976classnews@
gmail.com
Next Reunion: 40th, 2016
Several of us met up for a threeday mini-reunion in October, at

Brenda Hensler Reiter’s Año
Nuevo Ranch south of Half Moon
Bay, Calif. Brenda is traveling
more with husband Garland for
the family business. Holly Janney
continues to live in Portsmouth,
R.I., with a busy trust and estate
law private practice in Jamestown. Amy Mellencamp, Burlington, Vt., has been principal for 16
years at Burlington High School.
Husband Charlie is president of
Vermont PBS. Pris Menzies Keller,
Chagrin Falls, Ohio, said son
Cooper ’14 majored in math and is
studying for a graduate degree in
engineering at Dartmouth.
Barbara DeGraff travelled from
Sydney, Australia. Barb runs
her own business from home,
doing on-line marketing for
small businesses. Loe Berelson
is director of Private Label for
Tommy Bahama in New York City.
She travels to Asia (Hong Kong,
mainland China) and the west
coast quarterly. Josie Lowden
Chapman, Shaker Heights, Ohio,
is so grateful her youngest son
George is about to graduate, she
hopes, from St. Lawrence in May.
Last tuition bill….
Sue Eichman North floats between Woolwich, Maine, in the
summer and Jacksonville, Fla., in
the winter with husband Peter
and dog Salty. She is having fun
at her new job with Nektar Therapeutics, based in San Francisco,
Calif., continuing their clinical trials for metastatic breast cancer.
Jane Delmonico Cummings has
relocated to Hudson, Ohio (after
many years in Manlius, NY.), with
husband Bill, new CEO of the
Mideast Region of Dairy Farmers
of America (DFA); her oldest
son, Billy ’05, is in New York City
and married to Nicole Adamidis '05. Ginny Horgan is living in
Niskayuna, N.Y., and has retired
from GE after 37 years in various
financial services positions around
the country, most recently in
Schenectady, N.Y.
Finally, Molly O'Dea, Dunwoody
Ga., continues in the mergers/
acquisitions division for IBM.
Luckily, her travels for the job are
not as intense as in the past, but
she realizes she can't quit her day
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job yet to join the Ladies PGA
"senior" tour!
We were all sorry Kit Michael Dale,
who lives in Baltimore, was unable
to join us at the last minute.
Also there from the Class of ’77:
Gaither Galleher Kyhos ’77, who,
with husband Tom, has permanently relocated to the eastern
shore of Maryland, where they
built an “age-in-place” one-story
home; and Melanie Smeallie Mbuyi
’77, from Arlington, Va. The threetime grandmother is enjoying her
24th year at the World Bank’s
Africa Finance and Market Department in Washington, D.C. She lives
one mile from brothers Shawn
Smeallie '81 and Peter Smeallie '74,
and last summer she helped set
up an internship at the bank for
Pipeloluwa “Pipé” Mabayoje ’15.
Joedy Meszaros wrote at New
Year’s, “May you reflect and commit to making our world a kinder,
more cooperative place. Let 2015
be a year for growth and prosperity of the human spirit.”
Liz Inness-Brown Monley is a full
professor of English and interim
director of the first-year seminar
program at Saint Michael's College in Vermont. Her son Michael,
17, has begun looking at colleges.
“With my husband, Keith, and
cats Chase and Plato, we live on
South Hero Island in Lake Champlain, where I spend every spare
minute either writing or gardening,” she wrote.
Barbara “BJ” Hampton wrote
that as empty-nesters she and
Howard were collaborating on
some writing projects. “I’ve been a
Google Glass Explorer, using them
as a tool for virtual field trips to
connect students to the people,
places and events they’re learning
about,” she wrote. “I continue my
work with the gifted and talented
community. My latest ‘day job’ is
as social and behavioral sciences
librarian and lead Patent & Trademark Resource Center Librarian
at Sacred Heart University. I’ve
been writing and presenting on
21st-century research strategies
for undergraduate and graduate
students and doing community
workshops on STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and

Math, patents, trademarks, copyright and intellectual property.”
She’d heard from Marianne Nenno
Winship (she graduated in ’75
after starting with our class), a
grandmother of three who has
been involved with ministry and
missions, currently with the
Salvation Army in Chelsea, Mass.
Bill Durkin noted, “Our youngest
of four children, Alec ’17, loves
St. Lawrence and the North
Country, is a member of the crew
team and recently pledged Beta. I
get together with Jeff Pierce, Tim
Cohan ’75 and Charlie Daugherty
’75 from time to time." He’s in his
35th year in corporate law. “All is
well, except the years are going by
far too quickly,” he noted.
Chris Owen said, “I turned 60,
but so did everyone else, except
Derek Cottier. I recently joined a
law firm in Mount Kisco, N.Y., after
23 years in my own small two-man
firm. Still playing in a rock band….
my first one was with
Pete Montan, Billy Harder and
Dave Smith, all 1976 grads.”
Steve Howe has retired after
35 years with The Wall Street
Journal and The Financial Times.
They’ve relocated to Buzzards
Bay, Mass., south of Boston, where
he and Jane have seen Sigma Chi
brothers and other Laurentians
including Vinnie Pisegna and
Barb Philipp ’75, Dean Burdett,
Tom Healy, Larry Beals ’74, Nancy
Beals ’78, Jamie Ross ’73, Scott
Schaffer, Mary McCurdy Parker
(at a SLU/Harvard hockey game)
and Marty and Abby Behrens
Croyle. Both daughters are in
the health field, and their oldest,
Kate, and Jane have worked with
Operation Smile, which organizes
medical teams to repair cleft lips
and palates in countries where repair procedures are not available.
I visited Manlius, N.Y., in October
for an engagement party for my
oldest nephew and had an opportunity to catch up with Tim
Creamer and Margaret Greer ’78.

Bonnie Steuart
9823 Fosbak Drive
Vienna, VA 22182
703-281-2281
bonnie.steuart@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 40th, 2017

We dedicate our respective
columns to the memory of
Janet Werther Griffin ’77,
who died following a fall on
November 25, 2014. Janet
and her husband, Gary
Griffin ’77, have many close
ties to our classes, which
generated a large outpouring
of condolences and support.
On behalf of both classes,
we extend our very deepest
sympathies to Gary and his
children, Amy and Peter '08.
For more about Janet, see
“In Memory.”
—Bonnie Steuart ’77
—Joel Collamer ’78
Janet Werther Griffin died following a fall on November 25,
2014. I’d known her since before
college, since we attended high
school together for our senior
year. She was friendly to my sister
Holly Steuart Robertson that
year, and at SLU her friendly face
was there for us again.
Many of us fondly remember
Janet, about whom touching
messages, including one from
Gary, can be found at caringbridge.org (search for Janet
Griffin). Shawne Burke Pecar
emailed, “It's so nice that Janet
and Gary could meet in college
and have a wonderful and fulfilling marriage.” Shawne went into
magazine publishing and moved
to California. “I was fortunate to
travel to many foreign countries
when I worked for PCWorld and
Macworld magazines,” she wrote.
She and Michael live in Delray
Beach, Fla. “I no longer work fulltime but do some USTA tennis
officiating,” she concluded.
Sheryl Fontaine emailed that
reading the emails about Janet’s
death was “bittersweet.” She is in
her 25th year of teaching at Cal

State Fullerton, and still has family
in Ohio and Western New York.
Lynn Peterson Glover emailed
that Gary’s tribute to Janet was
written “with wisdom and grace.”
Lynn’s daughter lives in NYC and
is an event planner.
Sue Ellison Lackmann emailed,
“Too bad that it took this to
have us all reconnect. Dave and
I have been in Lancaster, Pa., for
11 years. I am a health educator in
the Wellness Center at Lancaster
General Health, doing prevention
work with tobacco and weight
management in schools and at
worksites. Our daughter Jen is a
Wake Forest senior and an ADPi.”
Wendy Harrison Murphy emailed
that she was “thinking back on
the fun times at SLU.” She is
in Rochester, N.Y., working for
Carestream Health, which makes
medical imaging products; she’s
a quality engineer in one of the
design groups.
Sue Hearn emailed, “I recall seeing Janet and Sue B. at what must
have been our 25th reunion. She
was exactly as I had remembered
her: kind face, friendly, fun. She
had a great memory, reminding
me of some things I'd done in
college which I had long blanked
on. Isn't it funny how, with some
people, you feel like you can get
back into the same comfortable
rhythm? That's kind of what it felt
like to see Janet and Sue then.”
Sue is retired from Dow Chemical,
where she worked in Environment, Health and Safety. She
says she had “a mid-life crisis
at 40” and got her doctorate in
public health policy at the
University of Michigan. She and
husband Greg live in Midland,
Michigan, but spend summers
at their camp on Upper Saranac
Lake in the Adirondacks.
Ann Lalonde Francois emailed,
“It warms my heart to hear news
of people who were part of a
wonderful time in my life. Can
anything quite match those
college years, when you are sort
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It may not look like it, but this is the top of
the Gunnison Memorial Chapel bell tower
as restoration advances toward a planned
Commencement 2015 re-opening. Plastic
wrapping allowed heating of the site so work
could continue through 45 straight days
below freezing from January into March. 59
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of a grownup but without the
responsibilities of real life?”
Ann says she went back to graduate school in education at age
55, in “a program where I studied
full-time and taught full-time at a
public school in the Bronx. I am
still there five years later as a firstgrade special education teacher.”
Husband Tom '76, is preparing to
retire as a managing director at
Citibank. One of their daughters is
also in special ed, near Yosemite
Natinal Park; the other two live in
Brooklyn.
Margie Throop Veazey emailed
that “Janet will be remembered
by a huge number of people.” She
and John have been living in the
Atlanta area for 20+ years; she
teaches 7th grade science and
said, “I love it.” Oldest son Joe
lives in Brooklyn and is a graphic
designer and illustrator and aspiring fashion designer, while Mark
is a Navy officer,
Pam Vanderborgh Sinacore
emailed, “I will treasure my memories of Janet, her smile and that
twinkle in her eye! I stay in touch
with Wendy Harrison Murphy.”
She and Steve have eight grandchildren, so they “spend a lot of
time traveling between Maine,
upstate New York and Cleveland.”
Pam has retired from teaching
special education.
Chris Anderson ’76 also emailed,
“I still know the words to ADPi
songs and could walk blindfolded
through the house of 40 years
ago. I still sleep as though I'm in a
cold dorm. I got my MSW in 1978,
and went back for my doctorate
at age 50; hope it will help keep
the brain sharp.”
Ginny Francis Lambert emailed,
“We will always remember Janet
as a happy, fun- loving young
lady.” Ginny met her future
husband when they were Peace
Corps volunteers in West Africa.
She’s an analytical chemist, and
they have lived in the Richmond,
Va., area for 31 years. They have
two daughters 28 and 25.
In other alumni news:
*St. Lawrence launched a new
program, “SLU-Connect DC” (see
page 24 for details), and among
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alumni involved was Melanie
Smealie Mbuyi, who served on
the Steering Committee.
*Charlotte Barnard’s husband,
Robert A.B. Sawyer, has published
a collection of poetry titled
American Lullaby.
*Jeff Tingley has been named a
managing partner at ANH
Partners, LLC.
*Carole Murphy Fedorka’s daughter, Carleigh ’08, stays in touch
with Peter Griffin ’08.
My sincere thanks to Joel Collamer ’78, who provided great assistance in compiling the tributes
and remembrances of Janet for
this column. She will be much
missed and well-remembered.

1978

Joel Collamer
29 Hassake Road
Old Greenwich, CT 06870
203-698-0677 (home)
203-820-4523 (cell)
joel.collame@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 40th, 2018
As Bonnie Steuart Taylor ’77 reports in her column above, Janet
Werther Griffin ’77 died as the result of a fall on ice last November.
As events unfolded, Gary asked
me to update their alumni friends,
which led to many re-connections
as they shared their sadness,
condolences and memories of
Janet and offered their heartfelt
support to Gary and his family.
Suzanne D’Amico-Sharp emailed
that she was gladdened to see
the many emails exchanged.
“Hearing about Janet reminded
me how much I value our time at
SLU and what Janet and each of
you brought to that experience,”
she said. She’s still “grinding away
as the AT of Covance, a drug
development company.”
Anne Zittell Peters wrote, “I know
Janet is smiling that we all are
renewing our friendship.” After
SLU graduation, Anne moved to
Atlanta and remains there. Suzanne D'Amico-Sharp and Anne
were roommates while Suzanne

attended Emory University. Anne
works in a middle school, and she
and Ron have a 22-year-old son
and a 20-year- old daughter.
Anne discovered that SLU connections can turn up very unexpectedly: “Margie Throop Veazey
’77 and I live only a mile apart and
didn't know it until we bumped
into each other at Vacation Bible
School 19 years ago.”
Heather Tobin Sampson emailed,
“Janet would be thrilled that we
are all reconnecting because of
her. Roger and I have lived in the
Rochester, N.Y., area for over 35
years. Did I really say that? Son
Doug, 30, is in his last year of law
school (while )Laura, 27, is a
physician’s assistant at Mass
General in Boston.”
Doris Danielson emailed, “ADPi
sisters, it has been so nice to
hear your updates.” She’s been
in New Jersey since college and
“feel so fortunate to have our son,
daughter-in law and daughter
living close by in Manhattan. I’m
retired from dentistry and care for
my 93-year-old mother, who lives
with us.”
Dorothy Clark Mickiewicz
emailed from northeast Connecticut, “It is scary how fast life
can change.” She’s retired from
teaching high school computer
science and has a daughter who
is married and lives in London.
Carol Coyne emailed her condolences and provided this update:
“After law school in Syracuse, I
moved to the Albany area and
spent 15 years working for the
state Legislature, then switched
to the Executive Branch where I
am the legislative counsel to the
Department of Public Service,
which regulates utilities.”
Cindy Magacs Hutchinson
emailed, “You just never know
what will happen tomorrow. It
has been a blessing to know
that the bonds of sisterhood and
friendships from our times at SLU
have stood the test of time. Even
though many of us have not been
in touch with each other for years,
it's times like these when it seems
like we all come together in one
big collective hug. God bless

Janet's family, and may she rest
in peace.”
After college, Cindy worked for a
few years in New Jersey with Dan
Farrell, Alison Grover and Linda
Sten. She earned her MBA at
Northeastern, worked as payroll
supervisor and married Fred in
1989; he succumbed to lung cancer in 2003. They had four children, including Emily ’15. “She has
made the same strong bonds of
friendships that we made during
our time at St. Lawrence, which
makes me smile,” Cindy said.
Elizabeth Barth Harten emailed
that Cindy visited her with her
two youngest daughters for New
Year's, “a little tradition we have
shared for at least a decade now.”
She wrote that Janet “touched
many lives and did her part to
make the world a better place. I
hope that 2015 will be a year of
happy reunions for us; we'll know
that Janet is smiling down at us.”
She recounted what a challenge
1997 was; she married Dale in August and lost her father, to whom
she was very close, that fall. “I had
to jump in to run his insurance
agency until it could be sold,” she
said. After 33 years of teaching,
she retired from Byron-Bergen
CSD on her 55th birthday. Retirement rocks!” she exclaimed.
Donelle Belway Wright emailed,
“It was so sad to lose Janet, but a
wonderful tribute to her that we
are all reconnecting in this way.
I remember my ADPi and SLU
days and friends with fondness;
thinking of all of you makes me
smile.” She is a director of human
resources in Massachusetts and
has two daughters.
Susan Durkee Royce and her
husband both recently retired
and living in Kennett Square, Pa.,
near Philadelphia. Their son and
daughter live in the area. “We
have a summer cottage in Sackets Harbor, N.Y., so still have North
Country roots,” she said.
Steve Freeborn emailed, “As we
get older and see these things

happen more and more, it makes
us realize how fragile life is and
how important friendships are.”
Steve was one of several members of the 1976 NCAA D3 Men’s
National Championship Swim
Team who held a mini-reunion
during last fall’s Homecoming
Weekend to witness Scott Frame
’77’s induction into the Athletics
Hall of Fame. Scott’s wife, Kathy
Kearns ’77, was there, along with
Jim Brush ’77 and Carmen, Monty
Bauer and Jill, Tracy Sullivan
Benson, Arthur “Bud” Bigsby and
Mary, Garry Weischedel ’79 and
Betsy Craig ’79, Brad Porter ’79
and Jennifer, Patrick Lyness ’79,
Gayle McCabe Wettach ’79 and
Rob, Doug Arthur ’79 and wife
Gail, and Coach Scott Woodburn
and Andrea. Also taking part were
Bob Northrup (coach from 1977
to 2000) and Sue, and Bob
Clemmer, current coach.
Jeff Cook was absent and missed,
but connected by text and phone.
And Doug brought a lifesize shot
of Jeff, which appeared in all photographs. Steve said “Jeff looked
like he hadn’t aged a day.”
Along with social activities and the
induction ceremony, several
of the alumni shared a swim
workout with the current team,
which later came by for a visit and
a “walk through history” after a
banquet at Brush Alumni House,
where entertainment was provided
by the Singing Saints, arranged
by Garry and Betsy’s son,
Keenan Weischedel ’17.
On behalf of the returnees, Steve
wanted to extend a very special
thanks to John Clark ’69 and his
family for arranging housing for
everyone for the weekend.
The geology department’s Susan
Caroline Ferguson Lecturer last
fall was Gerry Ross, who spoke
on “More Food, Smaller Footprint:
Earth System Science and Biological Agriculture.” Ross and his
partner, Janet Simpson, live on
Maui and operate Kupa’a Farms,
which specializes in the production of award-winning coffee.
Gerry was featured in the Spring
2012 edition of this magazine.

Last but not least, Bob Dickhaus
has started a new vacation rental
management company. “Kids
married, just living life,” he wrote.
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For information about becoming
a reporter for this class, please
contact Sharon Henry, 315-2295585 or shenry@stlawu.edu, or
Kim Hissong, 315-229-5837 or
khissong@stlawu.edu.
Next Reunion: 40th, 2019

1980

Fran Russo-Cress
273 Converse Street
Longmeadow, MA 01106
413-565-2620
mfcress@comcast.net
Next Reunion: 35th, 2016
(cluster with ’81, ’82)
Sue Eliot Stoller wrote that she
and Dave are the proud grandparents of Joshua Robert Ludwig,
was born to their daughter Katie
Stoller Ludwig ’06 on October
27. I imagine that by now he has
grown sufficiently for them to
begin ordering apparel from
Brewer Bookstore, hopeful that he
might begin dressing like a “chip.”
Sue and Dave finished climbing the 46 highest peaks in the
Adirondacks, thereby becoming
46ers, last summer of 2014. They
accomplished the feat in five
summers, which “was a great
adventure.” They met interesting
people on the trails, saw amazing
views and had “lots of PBJ Peak
lunches.” Congrats, you guys!
On November 21, 2014, actors
including Viggo Mortensen
gathered in New York for a reading of “Voices of a People’s History of the United States,” based
on the late historian Howard
Zinn’s book A People’s History
of the United States. The event
marked the 10th anniversary
of the publication of "Voices,"
which continues to have political
relevance today. Viggo has
appeared in numerous
performances of "Voices" and
is a cast member of the
television documentary version,
"The People Speak."

The book is unusual in that it is
“firsthand historical accounts,
reactions by more or less regular
people to real social, political
events,” says Mortensen. It provides us with what he calls
“foundation facts,” which often
differ greatly from “foundation
myths” or “stories that we like to
tell, or that governments like to
tell, to protect, to further (or) to
enforce a status quo….”
Kathy Ellis Nerger moved to
Huntsville, Ala., three years ago
when her husband, a senior civilian, was transferred to the Army’s
Redstone Arsenal (home of the
NASA Marshall Space Center and
Space Camp.) She commented
that “Rocket City” has been a
pleasant surprise and far more relaxed than the Pentagon/DC area.
Her two sons are college graduates and are both employed, one
in Dallas, the other in California.
She keeps “sane” by teaching piano, something she has
done since 1994. It is a portable
profession that has provided her
with flexibility during their “many
moves.” That notwithstanding,
“the movers are never thrilled
lifting a half-ton upright and an
800-pound grand!”
Kathy recently visited her Vienna
home during her semester there.
She sees Nancy Pollock Gallagher

on her husband’s visits to Chicago
to visit family. Robin Maddox
(Philly), Cheryl Lake (Rochester),
Susan Aasen and Robin Springborn (NYC), Barbara Goldberg
(NJ) and Sharon “Shari” Soffen
Donnermeyer (NH) are regular
correspondents whose emails are
“hysterical.” She also “keeps up
with” her sister Gina Ellis Truby ’83,
who lives in Southern California.
Georgia Remington Martin and
husband Paul reside in their
hometown of St. Louis. Their eldest daughter, Katherine, is teaching ELL there. Charlie, her son, is
living in New York and working at
Willis, while daughter Maggie is a
freshman at “Ole Miss.”
Stacy Lubrano Lamson wrote
that she can’t help reminiscing
about our days at SLU now that
her youngest son has graduated
from college. With our children’s
college days also behind us,
“there is much to look forward to
as we watch them embrace the
world. Thankfully, it also presents
us with more time to spend with
old friends, “whether seeing
another Ryder Cup match with
the Laurie Boardman Curleys
or kayaking with the Cresses in
Maine, or visiting someone after
many years.”

Like Mother, Like Daughter

When Cathy Lopus Tempesta ’79, left, was a student, she
was member of the riding team. Fast forward to the present:
her daughter, Jamie Tempesta ’15, is also on the riding team.
Last fall, the pair had a chance to ride together on the
St. Lawrence grounds. Jamie is a psychology and philosophy
double major; her mother, who majored in biology, is director
of human resources at GW Plastics, Inc., Bethel, Vt.
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Last summer’s reunion of members of the Watertown (N.Y.) High School
Class of 1979 doubled as a mini-reunion for several members of the
St. Lawrence Class of 1983. From left are new grandmother Lorraine
Heary Miner, Jim Madison ’84 (not actually from WHS, just visiting friends
"so we had to include him" confesses photo-sender Julie Stabins), Linda
Croyle, Andrea Woodell, David Dugas, Stabins and Jane Spencer. Bill
Cliby, Jim Emerton, Charles Mortensen and Mark Curtis could not attend
and were very much missed, the group reported.

I heard from Earl A. “Trip” Samson III that he and a number of
the boys from 8 Jay Street met
in New York for a holiday dinner.
Many of the likely suspects were
there, including Mike Ranger, Tim
Simpson, Mark Attarian, Chris
Abbott and Steve Gray.
Trip confirmed that he and Mike
have sons at SLU, Henry Samson
’16 and Alex Ranger ’17. Tim’s
daughter Molly ’13 graduated
with my daughter Eliza ’13. It was
nice to see their friendship and to
spend time with Carolyn Streett
’81 and Tim on campus. Trip said it
perfectly: “It is clear that the
St. Lawrence experience has been
great for the next generation
as well!”
Matt Patrick called me from the
Denver airport on December 28,
no more than two minutes after
Eliza had confirmed that she had
landed at the same airport. Talk
about weird…I thought he was going to tell me that they had met,
which was not the case, but nonetheless it seemed serendipitous.
He, Wendy and their son Reilly
had been skiing with a friend of
Wendy’s from Middlebury who
lives in Winter Park, Colorado.
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Matt was excited to tell me that
Reilly had just been accepted
early decision to St. Lawrence
and would be a member of the
Class of 2019. When Reilly visited
the campus earlier in the fall, Alex
Ranger ’17 gave him a private tour,
but he missed Henry Samson
’16, who was studying abroad.
Matt remains in contact with Jon
Wheeler, whose son Tim is a SLU
senior this year.
Richard Southwick reported getting together last summer with
Scott Liebman, who has been in
NYC since 1980, and Fred Grant,
who lives Brookline, Mass. Scott,
now also a proud grandfather,
had recently left UBS, where he
handled commercial real estate
projects, to start his own firm.
Fred is a doctor with a specialty
in nuclear medicine, and Dick lives
in Syracuse, where he is a federal
prosecutor. The three of them
resided in Sykes on the same hall
freshman year, and have stayed
in touch since graduation. They
finally pulled out a map and found
a place roughly equidistant from
their respective homes: Lenox,
Mass., in the Berkshires.
Unfortunately, it seems that of
late many of my notes conclude

with sad news. This time is no
different. Lou DiPalma wrote that
Ted Strathdee ’81 died in May of
2014. Ted was a roommate of
Lou’s, and a fraternity brother.
Many SLU friends attended Ted’s
memorial service, including Andy
Keasler, Phil Baumbach, Nora
DeLuca DeBellis, Keith Holtermann and Maureen Hurley Milet.
Everyone “vowed to remember
the good times that they had
shared with Ted and each other
and to stay close.” In keeping with
that promise, Keith, Andy and Lou
joined one in New Haven another
to watch SLU defeat Yale in men’s
hockey in January. This threesome
had been a foursome, with Ted in
the mix. Lou said, “It reminded us
to enjoy what we have and not let
life get you down.”
I conclude with a similar thought.
Live life well and with joy and
surround yourself with friends,
old and new, who enrich your
life, share the same memories
and bring you laughter. Until next
time, stay well, everyone.

1981

Steve Lubrano
30 Goodfellow Road
Hanover, NH 03755
603-275-5736
Steven.d.lubrano@tuck.dartmouth.edu
Next Reunion: 35th, 2016
(cluster with ’80 ’82)
When St. Lawrence took on the
Dartmouth Green in a men’s
hockey match-up here in Hanover
in January, Ned and Amy Redpath
’95 had a pre-game reception.
Laurentians by the dozens came
out of the local hills and heard
some inspiring words by Coach
Greg Carvel ‘93. SLU prevailed in
a great game that brought
Carolyn Gilson and Doug
Noordsy to the rink. Doug is still
teaching, and Carolyn is back to
work after a long respite of hiking
and exploration in the hills
of Switzerland.
The next day Hans Copeland and
Betsy Purcell ’83 dropped by for
dinner, a day after they sent their
daughter Natalie ’16 back to
Canton among the fleet of vehicles caravanning from Hanover, a
town that SLU admissions seems
to really like. Hans regaled us with

(“Motto: Change a habit, Change
the world.”)

pictures of a mini-reunion of Williamstown folks—Peter Meyer ’82
was in residence.
Over dinner, the topic of Scott
Carpenter came up. He and Lisa
are empty-nesters now. In his free
time, Scott picks up sticks on his
property in Shelburne, Vt.
Speaking of grandparents,
Jennifer Torrey Catanzaro wrote,
“Hard to believe, but I'm going
to be a Nana in a few weeks. My
oldest, Sara, and her husband are
expecting a daughter in February.
My others daughters are being
married on Oct. 3, 2015 and June
17, 2016. Three down, one to go!”
Deb Wright Taube writes, “We
have a 2-year-old granddaughter who is the light of our lives.
She will have a new sibling in
June, and a new cousin, due on
the same day!” Deb retired from
teaching at the end of January.
Alan Pierce reports from
Syracuse that his three oldest
grandchildren, one from each of
his three daughters, all started
kindergarten last fall, in three different school districts in Central
New York. Three more grandkids
to get started in the next three
years! Alan played in the Athletics
Department’s golf outing last
May, with his two older brothers,
Peter ’76 and Steven ’73. Alan was
appointed chair of the NYSBA’s
Appellate Courts Committee
last summer.
Mary Baumunk Blondy got in a
quick word as she was rushing
her daughter, Rachael, out the
door to a job in Cape Town, South
Africa. She described a trip the
two of them took, driving the
Alaskan Highway, touring “that
awe-inspiring state,” then heading
home to North Carolina via New
Mexico, for a total of 17,003 miles.
“We’d do it all again in a heartbeat,” she said.
Diane Landis Hackett writes
that two of her kids are applying
to college this year. She runs a
non-profit, Sustainable Princeton.

Your
Alumni Council

Bea Doering Shea reported on
her kids: “Elyssa is happy and
working hard at London School
of Economics for her master's
degree; Spencer ’16 is majoring in
business and econ; Tally is headed
to Bowdoin to play lacrosse; Luke
is a sophomore at Weston High.
Chris and I are doing fine and
extremely happy.”
Bea and I will be waving the
SLU flag in Brunswick, Maine,
since my daughter Sophie joins
Tally at Bowdoin this fall. Amelia
is the last Lubrano hope for an
SLU chip.
When Rick Greene wrote, he was
waiting for his Iraqi may be there
by now. That would be 35 months
in Iraq, but none since 2012. His
son Taylor is at Clemson, pre-med
(bio-philosophy) with a minor in
Russian studies. Blayre is an Elon
’10 graduate and an engineer
apprentice at Bosch International
in Summerville, S.C. “Deb is still in
charge managing me and three
households (Charleston, Clemson,
Kentucky),” he said.
Pam Hall Wilkins has started a
new business as a wine agent/
broker. Vine Muse, LLC I represents a portfolio of carefully selected wines from Spain in every
price range. She lives in Atlanta
with her 16 year-old daughter,
“who is about to start looking
at colleges!”
Jeff Viglielmo wrote that his
son, Kealey ’17, completed St.
Lawrence’s Adirondack Semester
(www.stlawu.edu/adirondacksemester) last fall. “No phone, no
electric lights, no car, not a single
luxury,” Jeff said. “We should all
leave our keyboards and phones
behind for a day; one might even
have a chance to think.”
Mare Cromwell’s third book, The
Great Mother Bible, is now
available on Amazon. Mare is
planning to move out to Washington state from Maryland after
organizing the Great Mother
Wisdom Gathering.
Ginny Sheeran-Pearson Serio had
a good 2014 season at the track

One Hundred
Years and
Going Strong
More than 160 Laurentians gathered at the annual winter New York City networking event, sponsored in
part by the Alumni Executive Council. At left is Council President Ed Forbes ’02. Council Vice President
Lissa Scull Short '83, center, moderated a panel that included Warren Webster '97, Kanti Shrestha '07
and, right, Rebecca Riegelhaupt '08.
Allow me to share some history with you:
REUNION 1915. Late on the afternoon of Saturday, June 6, after the Class of 1915 was dispatched to the
wilds of the world from Commencement exercises at the Canton Village Hall and after a phalanx of loyal
alumni marched in the annual parade up Park Street and then up the Hill, a raging debate took place on
the small campus of St. Lawrence University.
Two factions argued about how alumni could better serve St. Lawrence during the annual meeting of
the Alumni Association, which dated to 1877 and comprised all alumni of the University. One group
represented Laurentians from New York and Brooklyn; the other was comprised of Canton and other
North Country alumni. The New Yorkers, who had met earlier in the spring at the famed Keen’s Chop
House, argued for the creation of an alumni council to steer the association’s direction and better
support their alma mater. They called for a 15-member panel of alumni. The North Country delegates
favored a smaller group. Hugh Abbott ’03, a Gouverneur businessman, proposed a compromise: a
larger, 38-member council to govern the Association. The Alumni Executive Council was born.
REUNION 2015. Loyal alumni will parade once again, around the newly renovated Quad and into
the restored Gunnison Memorial Chapel. We do not expect a heated debate at the annual meeting
of the Alumni Association, still held every year at the parade’s end.
We do, though, expect to celebrate the Alumni Executive Council’s century of service to St. Lawrence.
That celebration extends through 2015 as we honor and carry forward 100 years of supporting
St. Lawrence, its students and its alumni.
If you have served as a member of the Alumni Executive Council, we invite you to return to Canton
as we honor your service to St. Lawrence and to the Alumni Association.
I extend that invitation to you on behalf of a cadre of former Alumni Council presidents who,
with me, have been planning a special affinity celebration at Reunion to honor the centennial. We
expect a weekend that includes time with President Fox, programming related to alumni engagement
and volunteering, and ample time to reminisce with your council colleagues from all generations.
Please save the dates for Reunion, Thursday, May 28 through Sunday, May 31. We do hope you can
join us for this very special celebration of your contributions to the University we all cherish so deeply.
—Edward J. Forbes ’02
President, Alumni Executive Council
Follow the Alumni Association: facebook.com/SLUAlumniAssoc

in Saratoga and a trip to Italy:
Milan, Bologna, Sardinia, Corsica,
Assisi and Florence. Ginny retired
after 32+ years with New York
State as a parole officer/ corrections counselor.
Jay Buchta wrote to let us know
of the April 2014 passing of Phi
Kap’s informal “house mother,”
Patricia Berger. Her sons, Phi Kap
“little brothers” Mike and Buzz,

have grown up to be exactly what
they said they wanted to be: volunteer firemen. They were on the
crews that responded to the fire
at Gunnison Chapel in 2013.
Jimmy Gross and his family spent
a week last year on Folly Beach,
S.C., for their youngest son’s
graduation from the College of
Charleston. Jimmy’s oldest son
was married in November 2014.

Karen Heller reported that she
“went to the (Peter) Loft family
4th of July party in the North
Cascade Mountains. Rick Roberts
and Craig Garlock spent a week
in Montana fly fishing in 2014 and
managed to connect with Mark
Comaratta, who moved his practice out there a few years ago.
At Christmas we heard from the
Smeallies, the Merrells and the
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Hall ’83
named

Microsoft
Ad Chief
Kathleen Dunn Hall ’83, general manager of global
advertising for Microsoft, has been promoted to the
company's top advertising position. Hall will run the global
advertising and media business as corporate vice president,
according to a company statement. The new position
combines leadership of the advertising and media business
after the company consolidated its agency partnerships.
“I spent half my career in media and half my career in
creative, so I know the benefits of bringing [them] together,”
said Hall. "You can't separate the medium and the message
in digital, so having that strategy and execution together in
one team constantly cross-pollinating each other is a big
opportunity." The English major lives in Redmond, Wash.,
with her husband, Gary.

Wiederechts. Their cards will
grace our refrigerator until July.

1982

Karen Helle Nemiah
2680 Congress Street
Fairfield, CT 06824-7157
203-256-1171
karen.nemiah@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 35th, 2016
(cluster with ’80, ’81)
Aren’t you glad it’s finally spring?
Aren’t you loving the longer days?
Can you hardly wait ‘til school is

out and the kids are home fulltime? (Yeah, me neither.) But for
now, we can tuck into a little Class
of ’82 fun and forget all about
any parental or otherwise taxing
responsibilities. Or perhaps we
should celebrate them!
Greg Rodiger and Bev
managed to worm their way out
of daily parental responsibilities
by guiding their youngest child
and only son, Charlie, across the
high school finish line last June
and on to Colgate. Greg continues
working retirement magic for

WEDDINGS
We celebrate new beginnings

clients at The Connecticut Group,
and recently flexed his own
academic muscles, completing
an Asset Allocation and Wealth
Management Strategies program
at Harvard.
Beth Butterworth Baker and
Gene demonstrated their parental
prowess, when their eldest, Dan,
tied the knot back in October
at a real “farm wedding.” As is
fitting for farmers, Dan and his
wife, Meg, received a pregnant
cow as a wedding present (like
getting a gift with batteries!), and
have added sheep to their flock
as well. Should any of you parents
be concerned that your child’s
college major will be limiting, Dan
graduated from Rhode Island
College with a major in tuba; you
can relax. Beth’s daughter, Katie,
carries forth as a junior at UMass
Amherst, studying animal science
(so it stands to reason that she’ll
be playing in the philharmonic
soon), and Beth continues to
keep the actuarial world on track
at Aetna Life Insurance in
Hartford, Conn.
Scott Craighead and wife Lisa
Pridgeon ’83 have cocktail
party bragging rights about their
offspring’s study locations. Their
eldest, Matt, is a junior at that
tony, private liberal arts school in
Canton (hurray for “Chips”) and
their youngest, daughter Lauren,
is a freshman at NYU, studying in
Paris for the year. Scott is enjoying his tenure at Manhattan-based
Select Recruiting Partners, LLC
as president, and Lisa is poised to
re-launch her career, post-mom;
details forthcoming.

IIf things really are quiet in your
neck of the woods, you need
something to look forward to! Be
sure to mark your calendar for
our 35th reunion, coming up in
2016, June 2-6. (And yes, you’re
right, we’re NOT that old—they’re
“clustering” us with two older
classes.) Until next time....

1983

Eric Kozlowski
49 Clovercrest Drive
Rochester, NY 14618
(c) 585-230-7400
(h) 585-461-3784
twoslu@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 35th, 2019
(cluster with ’84, ’85)
Craig Sakin passed away before
our last reunion, and I had not
mentioned him before in our
class notes. I remember him as a
studious and focused fraternity
brother who accomplished a
great many things in his life. Life
continues, and we should take
time to think of those classmates
who have left us way too young.
Enid Wonnacott shared a photo
of Don Rodbell from our class reunion. The Kenya group gathered
together and showcased “Tusker,”
their favorite beer from Kenya.
I have posted the photo on the
reunion Facebook page. Don is
professor and chair of the geology department at Union College.
David Bayne and Carolyn Golden
’82 have been married for 27

years and are living in Darien,
Conn. Carolyn was David’s orientation leader at St. Lawrence, and
he pointed out that she has been
pointing him in the right direction ever since they met on their
first day in Canton. They shared
a Communist Revolutions class
with Government Professor Ansil
Ramsay, which cemented their
relationship. They have two kids,
both of whom were accepted by
St. Lawrence, but to their chagrin,
attended Smith College and
Lehigh University. David attended
Columbia Law School, and has
been a lawyer in New York City
ever since, currently a commercial
litigation partner at Akerman LLP
with offices on Fifth Avenue.
David shared a wonderful
anecdote which occurred years
after he left St. Lawrence when
he was running for a seat on the
Darien (Conn.) Board of Selectman. While campaigning at the
train station early one weekday
morning, he handed his literature
to a likely voter who was about 10
years younger. He took one look
and handed the card back, saying
he did not need it. David was a
bit put off and asked, “Why not”?
The young man said, "I saw that
you went to St. Lawrence. I don't
need to know anything more
about you. You have my vote."
David served six years as a selectman, 2007-2013.
Lorraine Heary Miner became
a grandmother for the first time
last August. Her daughter, Kristen,
gave birth to Zachary Thomas on
August 18, 2014.

Julie Stabin shared a great
photo that is also in this edition.
It features the 35th reunion last
summer of the Watertown, N.Y.,
high school class of '79, and was
a mini-'83 reunion as well. To learn
who attended (and who didn’t),
see the caption.
I received a Facebook note from
Tom Chiarella sharing an article
he wrote for Chicago Magazine.
The article (google the February
edition) discussed the career of a
gentleman bartender at the Billy
Goat Tavern. Tom is Hampton
and Ester Boswell Distinguished
University Professor of Creative
Writing at DePauw University and
writer-at-large and fiction writer
at Esquire magazine. Tom has
an impressive resume of articles.
Check out his Wikipedia page, and
this article—the writing is absolutely incredible.
Today, make one call to a classmate you might have lost touch
with since our Canton days. Think
for a moment of our classmates
that we have lost. It’s time for
any falling out with a college
friend to be forgotten. Tomorrow
is almost here.

1984

Julie Parker
31 East Reid Place
Verona, NJ 07044
973-857-2142
ja.parker.silecky@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 35th, 2019
(cluster with ’83, ’85)

1985

Cary Regan and Michael
Keigher '85
1 MacPherson Drive
Greenwich, CT 03860
203-622-5030
caryk@optonline.net
keigher@mac.com
Next Reunion: 35th, 2019
(cluster with ’83, ’84)
We heard from many classmates
that Family Weekend last fall
was a mini-reunion for the Class
of 1985. Sheryl Mustion Lincoln
and her husband, Bob Lincoln
’84, Gale Barlow Hagele, Tracy
Van Hoven-Hoyt, Susan Nicolais
and Bob Weaver, Laura Precourt
Howell, John Stichter and Chris
Hurd all enjoyed being back on

campus seeing their children.
Susan Weaver wrote to me
about spreading the word on
the SLU Alumni Council, a group
of 36 alumni spanning multiple
class years whose mission is to
increase alumni engagement with
and support of the University in
admissions, career services and
development. If you are interested
in learning more about the Alumni
Council, please contact Susan at
snweaver5@gmail.com, or go to
alumni.stlawu.edu/alumniassociation.
Claudia Glockner Dolphin lives
with her husband and three
daughters in Hingham, Mass. Her
youngest daughter is a senior in
high school while the other two

1: Andrew Spahr ’09 and
’08 ,
September 13, 2014, Falmouth, MA.
2: Eileen Fenn ’07 and Matt Bouffard,
August 9, 2014, Litchfield, CT.

1
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“It was a great Class of ’83 gathering last November in North Carolina
for a golf outing,” says picture provider John Green. “I can't tell you the
winning players, but I know they took a lot of shots!" From left are
Rick McKelvey, Tony Spencer, Gary Sheldon, Mike Leonard, Jeff Barnes
and Green.

3

2

3: Caitlyn Cimikoski '07 and
September 20, 2014, Sunapee, NH.
4: Celeste C.J. Michaud ’06 and Ben Fine,
Aug. 3, 2014, Charlotte, VT.

’07,

4
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1988
attend Providence College and
Elon University. Claudia received
her master’s in health communication from a combined program
at Emerson College-Tufts Med
School. Since graduation in 2012,
she has been a freelance medical
writer. She sees Patty Lawrence
Krumholz regularly in Hingham;
Patty has three kids, two in
college and one already graduated. Claudia ran into Christina
O’Grady McMann a year ago in an
airport in Florida, and they had a
fun mini-reunion at the gate
before their planes departed!
Last fall, Robin Munro Gronlund,
Claudia and Peggy Nungesser
Kellermeyer met up in Atlanta at
Peggy’s house. Robin works at
Middlebury College; her daughter
attends UVM in the nursing program and her son is senior in high
school. Peggy’s two sons both
attend Bucknell.
Congratulations to Congresswoman Katherine Clark (DMass.), who has been appointed
by U.S. House Democratic Whip
Steny Hoyer to serve as assistant
whip in the 114th Congress. “In
Congress, Congresswoman Clark
is a champion for women and
families and is an essential voice
for her district, our country, and
our party,” said Hoyer. “She brings
an important perspective to the
whip team.”

Susie Somerville
Swindell
173 Weed Street
New Canaan, CT 06840
203-966-4695
stlawrence88@optimum.net
Next Reunion: 30th, 2017
(cluster with ’86, ’87)

1986

Joy Ciarcia-Levy
26 Sherbrooke Rd.
Hartsdale, NY 10530
914-591-1936
joyskates@aol.com
Next Reunion: 30th, 2017
(cluster with ’87, ’88)

1987

Kristin Johnson
Coppola
142 Bayridge Lane
Duxbury, MA 02332
(781) 934-0769
kcoppola3@verizon.net
Next Reunion: 30th, 2017
(cluster with ’86, ’88)
After years of faithful service,
Elizabeth Solomon Hubbard has
decided to step down as class
reporter, and Kristin Johnson
Coppola has agreed to take over.
Please convey your news to
Kristin at the contacts above.
Patrick H. Flanagan of Cranfill
Sumner & Hartzog LLP (CSH),
Raleigh, N.C., has been selected
for inclusion in the 2015 North
Carolina Super Lawyers and 2015
North Carolina Rising Stars lists.
He specializes in employee litigation defense.

Pablo and Brenda Conine
Davis welcomed the return of
their daughter, Erica ’16, from
St. Lawrence’s fall semester in
London. Even so, they traveled
to Canton for Family Weekend to
visit with Geoff Phillips and Lynne
Ledger ’87 and daughter, Page ’17.
Pablo and Brenda’s son, Taylor,
will graduate this spring from
Hamilton College, where Brenda
is assistant director with the Opportunities Programs. Last winter,
they were very happy to see their
good friend Steve Passalacqua
marry his longtime partner Gary
Monroe. They also stay in touch
with Pete Young and Laura
Couchy Abate and their respective families. Pablo’s work with
the New York State Office of Fire
Prevention and Control continues;
he was recently promoted to
deputy chief for Inspections and
Investigations.
Tom Ryan lives in Portland, Maine,
with Jodi, their kids, two dogs and
a cat, and reports seeing a lot of
St. Lawrence stickers on cars all
over town. After trying his hand
at stand-up comedy, Tom started
a bagpipe band in Portland and
has competed throughout New
England since 2009, as well as

at the World Championships in
Glasgow, Scotland.
Ken Gonyea and a bunch of the
old “Gut Gang” including Greg
Baird, Henry Stefanowicz ’89,
Greg Herbst and John DiLeo
returned to campus last fall for
Homecoming Weekend, to support Tim Smith at his induction
into the St. Lawrence Athletics
Hall of Fame for football and
lacrosse. Many of them had not
been back since the late 1980s,
and they had a ball catching up
and reminiscing about the good
ol’ days. Highlights included the
football game, visits to local
establishments and late-night
Sergi’s pizza rolls. Congrats Tim,
from all of us, on your induction!
Lesli Hiller ran the NYC Marathon,
and her time qualified her for the
2016 Boston Marathon. She was
also invited to the Women's Elite
Wave of the Empire State Building Run Up last February. After
nine years as a police attorney at
the Nassau County Police Department, Lesli started a new job as a
principal law clerk to the County
Court judge.
Tom Chenoweth is substitute
teaching, delivering pizza, and
doing karaoke with his wife while
trying to break into the world of
voice-overs. February 19 marked
his 49th birthday and the 30th
anniversary of his first stand-up
show at SLU. Tom keeps in touch
with Matt Van Wie, John Dent,
Peter Ham, Jim Menapace and
Beth Schilling.

Rob Walles still resides in Wenham, Mass., with his wife, Jennifer,
daughter Mackenzie, 12, son
Zackery, 10, and Newman the
Newfy. They spent a recent
weekend in Newport, R.I., with
William “Duke” and Deb Stevens
Sullivan, David Tearse, David
Linton ’87, Mike Fay ’87 and their
wives marking the guys’ 50th
birthdays. They celebrated over
great dinners with lots of laughs
and, apparently, it took a few days
to recover.
Dan Keating lives near Rome, N.Y.,
and is in his 20th year teaching alternative ed kids. He has
coached wrestling and is a tutor
for students who have been
kicked out of school. One of the
classes he teaches is Adaptive
P.E. for severely handicapped students at Sauquoit Valley Middle
School. It was there that he found
Nathan Hanna '95 raising a family
and working as an investment
advisor. Dan and Nathan have
restarted the wrestling program
at the school district which hasn’t
had a team for years. At the time
Dan wrote, practices were set to
begin as soon as Kevin Johnson
delivered their mats. You can
check out their website at www.
sviwrestling.com.
While he has been busy working
with kids, Dan hasn’t had time to
do much with his music. However,
he hopes to release another CD
one of these days.

Last fall, Simon Scott, Adair and
their children Annabelle, 6, Schyler, 5, and Jack, 3, migrated from
New Canaan, Conn., to Naples,
Fla. Maybe it’s the palm trees,
but they have happily settled in
and wish their friends up north
would move there, too. Over the
holidays, they were back in Connecticut visiting family and friends
including Nick and Julie Hastings
Stevenson, Charlie and Whitney
Flegal Pierpont, Kay Byers Childs
’89, Polly Pratt Boeschenstein
’91 and me. Simon has put the
finishing touches on a book he’s
been working on, titled False Vengeance (Falsevengeance.com),
an adult thriller that has a video
embedded in it. He has seen Martha Ryan Graff when she’s been
in Naples visiting her parents, and
hopes you will look them up, too,
if you’re in the neighborhood.
Last fall, Norma Tarbell Sunday
’89 visited Norine Fitzsimmons in
Oklahoma City, where Norine is
a staff judge advocate at the Air
Force Sustainment Center, Tinker
Air Force Base. Norine’s big news
is that she is retiring as a colonel
after 22 years in the Air Force,
and will celebrate at a ceremony
on May 1 (Law Day).
Norma is still living in Akwesasne,
the Mohawk Reservation that
straddles the Canada-U.S. border
on both banks of the St. Lawrence River not far from Canton.
Norma’s home on the river is on
the Canadian side, where she lives

A group of St. Lawrence alumni continue to venture to Sugarbush, Vt.,
on winter weekends to ski with their families. From the top are Scott
Sneath ’88, Carol Burroughs Batchelder '88, Howard Seymour '88, Ed
Morris ’89, Caroline Murphy Cole '88, Allison Granger Godfrey ’85, Karl
Spaeth '88, Jennifer Hawkes '90, Peter Schibli '90 and Pete Jette ’88.

with her husband, Ronnie, and
children Collin and Mallory. Norma
works for the Akwesasne Mohawk
Board of Education as the postsecondary administrator.
Lisa Mauro-Bracken moved
from Dublin five years ago to
Worcester, a small cathedral and
university city south of Birmingham, England. She is a course
leader and senior lecturer at the
University of Worcester, teaching
a variety of public health and
social care classes. Lisa reports
that it is a beautiful part of Britain,
very historic with lots of outdoor
activities and great cheeses and
ales. If anyone is heading Lisa’s
way, she says to please feel free
to stop by for a visit.

1989

Debbie Burdette Ritter
525 Moorefield Road
Springfield, OH 45502
937-399-2516
dritter1989@yahoo.com
Next Reunion: 30th, 2020
Living in southern Ohio, I rarely
have the chance to visit with fellow St. Lawrence alumni, but last
fall brought two such opportunities. In November, I attended
a Cincinnati alumni event that
celebrated the success of St. Lawrence’s men’s and women’s cross
country teams in the NCAA Division III Cross Country Championships in Mason, Ohio. I caught up
with Mike Howard ’87, head coach

3: Rob DeLong ’03 and Amy Benvenuti ’06,
July 19, 2014, Plymouth, MA.
4: Hunter LaMere '08 and Sarah Merrihew ’08,
July 12, 2014, Tupper Lake, NY.

2
1
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1: Jessica Sullivan ’08 and Andy Williams,
June 28, 2014, Rosemont Winery, LaCrosse, VA.
2: Hannah Dean ’12 and Chris Hernick,
June 28, 2014, Sutton, NH.

4
3
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The World is Their School
for “Angelo Rose” on iTunes or
any of the main music services
and you’ll find it.

Chris Gammill ’88, right, and his
family are traveling the world this
school year. As of mid-year, their
adventures had included bungee
jumping in New Zealand, scuba
diving in Australia (where they
are pictured before the famed
Sydney Opera House) and
volunteering in a national park in
Indonesia. Next up were Malaysia,
Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, Myanmar
and India, with a projected finish
in Brazil. When on land for extended
time, they live in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida.
Follow their adventures on family blog,
TheBossaTravelers.

of the women’s cross country
program, and Tim McCrossen ’88,
who lives and works in the Cincinnati area. Just a week later, I had
a quick visit with this magazine’s
editor, Neal Burdick ’72, and his
wife, Barbara M’87, while they were
in Ohio visiting Barbara’s family.
I received a press release that
ROAR Logistics, of which Bob
Rich III is founder and president,
celebrated its 11th anniversary
last October with the opening
of its sixth U.S. office. The new
operations center is located in
the Tampa Bay area, home to
Florida’s busiest port, and its
opening continues a run of strategic acquisition and expansion
that the company initiated two
years ago. According to the press
release, “Shipments through the
sprawling port embrace virtually
every imaginable commodity
from all corners of the earth.”

I attended Jennifer Hammer
McGee’s annual holiday party in
December. She and husband Bob
’86 live in Annapolis, Md. They
have one graduating from college
this year, one currently looking
at colleges, and another in 10th
grade. Jen is senior compliance
counsel at Otsuka Pharmaceutical, Inc. I also saw Karyn Edwards
Niles and her husband, Dick ’87.
They remain active with their jobs
and three kids.

Bob stated, “ROAR lately has enjoyed a burst of growth into new,
major markets, a trend we plan
to continue. These recent moves
place us in tremendous strategic
locations and provide new career
opportunities for our associates.”
Congratulations to Bob on his
company’s continued success
and expansion!
Please keep sending news my
way. I’d love to hear from you and
will gladly share your news with
our classmates.

1990

Lynne Gilbert Agoston
7000 Sulky Lane
Rockville, MD 20852
301-881-8331
lgilb1968@hotmail.com
Next Reunion: 25th, 2016
(cluster with ’91, ’92)

I received a quick note from
Craig Webster, who had been
in Nicosia, Cyprus, for many
years. He recently moved back
to the United States to teach at
Ball State University in Muncie,
Indiana. Craig's triplet boys, Paris,
Simon and Scott, are 11 and finishing elementary school. His wife
continues to work at PWC.
Brendan McLaughlin and his family ran into Dave Liddell and his
son, Gavin, at the Olde Town Hot
Springs in Steamboat Springs,
Col., where they were all enjoying
a good post-ski soak. Dave and
Gavin were in Steamboat skiing
with Matt Carrigan ’92.
Kelly Kernaghan wrote to inform
us that everyone’s favorite singing
lawyer, Butch Rose, continues to
focus a lot of his energy on music.
He recently released his third
album, “Meet Mr. Starliter.” Search

1991

Ken Polk
34 Rana Court
Williamsville NY 14221
716-830-6438 (cell)
716-626-6120 (work)
Fax: 716-626-6099
kenpolk8791@msn.com
Next Reunion: 25th, 2016
(cluster with ’90, ’92)

For information about becoming
a reporter for this class, please
contact Sharon Henry, 315-2295585 or shenry@stlawu.edu, or
Kim Hissong, 315-229-5837 or
khissong@stlawu.edu.
Ask and you shall receive: after
an email blast asking…pleading…
begging for class notes news, I
was pleased to hear from several
of you with lots of information to
fill a column. Thanks to all who
wrote. If you didn’t get my email,
then St. Lawrence doesn’t have
one on file for you. Visit alumni.

2

two children, Kate, 6 and Henry, 4.
Coincidentally, Carolyn works with
David Haffenreffer '90 at Houlihan
Lawrence in Greenwich.

stlawu.edu/ to update your
information on mySt. Lawrence.
Andrea Freeman, like others, was
surprised to hear that it’s been 24
years since we graduated! Andrea
was in Wisconsin for two years,
Washington, D.C., for nine and in
Massachusetts since 2003, working with nonprofits to protect
land. In 2007, Andrea married Tim
Silva, a fellow land conservationist
who's become a public librarian.
In 2012, she made a career shift
and became the statewide field
director for the Massachusetts
Public Health Association, a nonprofit organization focused on
policy efforts for health equity.
The “child-free couple” now has
her nephew, a senior in high
school, living with them. Andrea
sees Matt Lustig, who is also in
public health and just had a baby
boy, somewhat regularly.
Alison Spokany Dagnes wrote
that some of the 1991 KDS crew
met last year in Chicago for a
mini-reunion and, if Ali must say
so herself, reported that to a
person “we all remain fabulous!”
Cathy Post Sloan, Sarah Mosher
Clark, Liz Fitzgerald Smith,
Heather Lennon, Martha Watterson and Ali are all “working,
mothering, and generally living
‘la vida loca’ in far-flung parts.”
Ali looks forward to another minireunion sometime in 2015 and
invites her friends to join, as long
as they can keep up with “our
well-honed socializing skills.”
Katie May Durno keeps in touch
with Carolyn Koke Tourbaf ’92,

Jen Vollen Katz, Jen Esposito
Smith and Liz Estes-Adams
off and on via email. Katie says
they always have big plans to
take a girls’ trip, but nothing has
materialized due to their busy
kids and hectic schedules. Katie
sees Mike Cowan, Mark and Amy
Saunders Russell '90, and Stacy
Miller Buhler '86, all of whom live
in Grosse Pointe, Mich. Katie and
Amy walk their dogs together
occasionally and have big plans
for a road trip to Canton for the
next big reunion, in 2016 (more on
that below). Katie works full-time
as an alumni and parent relations manager at a Detroit-area
independent school, University
Liggett School, where her two
boys, in 10th and 7th grades,
attend. Katie concluded that
although life is speeding by, she
longs for a few terrific nights of
sleep like she used to enjoy in the
Kappa cold dorm, burrowed underneath three down comforters.
A few quick updates: Heather
Flournoy, who lives in Westchester County, N.Y., is the director of
operations and communications
for the Energy Improvement
Corporation, a state municipal
benefit corporation. Her 21-yearold daughter is working at a
Montessori school in Seattle. Chris
Perera, who produces unscripted
television programs through his
company, Perera Pictures, recently
moved from NYC to Old Greenwich, Conn., with Carolyn and their

Speaking of the Haffenreffer
family, Kristen Haffenreffer Moran
lives in Providence, R.I., with her
three children, ages 15, 13 and 8.
She’s director of development at
the Institute for the Study and
Practice of Nonviolence. She is
on the boards of Rhode Islanders
Sponsoring Education, Rhode
Island Hospital and the Haffenreffer Family Fund. All three kids
play three sports per year; she is
often on sidelines staring at the
field/court/whatever, still trying to
understand exactly who has the
ball and what they are supposed
to be doing with it. In the summer,
they live in Little Compton, where
she sees a lot of Laurentians
including newly remarried Marjorie “Mimi” Emery McLeary '92,
Cady Niland Lyons ’89, Carlota
Johnson Taylor ’83, Scott Brown
’82, of course her siblings, Ashley
Haffenreffer Wagstaff '86 and
David '90. Last March, Kristen and
kids went to Turks and Caicos
with Elinor Addington Jannotta
and her family, catching up after
a couple of years since the wedding of Ashley Whittaker Spence,
where they stayed with Melinda
Mead Hurley.
My email plea made it to Greg
Hill, who works for Disney and
although he didn’t write, he
forwarded it to Benji Deppman
who wrote me with an update,
his first in 24 years. After St. Lawrence, Benji went to law school
in Baltimore before returning to
Vermont. He’s with Deppman &

Foley, PC in Middlebury, Vt., where
he just celebrated his 20th year
of practice. Benji and Lesley, also
an attorney at Deppman & Foley,
have two kids, Jack (9th grade)
and Lydia (6th grade). Also from
Greg’s personal distribution list,
I heard from Jeff Miller, who’s
been with Annie’s for 11+ years
and now runs the Natural Division
for the West out of San Francisco.
Previously Jeff ran the Grocery
Channel for Chicago.
In other West Coast news, Dana
Howse Armstrong lives in Seattle.
Dana and her husband started a
sportswear company three years
ago, making bike jerseys and running apparel. Kaidel Sportswear
(www.kaidelsportswear.com) is
named for their daughters Kaya,
5, and Adele, 7. Dana says the
last three years have been totally
consumed with trying to get their
start-up off the ground. And while
it’s still a work in progress, last fall
they added a new brand, Jumpbox Fitness (www.jumpboxfitness.
com), which makes Crossfit and
lifting shirts, tanks and hoodies.
One of the first on-line orders
for Jumpbox was from Dave
Halstead! Dana got to the Bay
Area to visit Andy ’92 and Nicole
Parisian Cring and their two lovely
daughters a couple of years ago.
Even farther west, I heard from
Dawn Basler Uithol, who is still
in Hawaii. As of next year, Dawn
reports, she will be able to say
that she has lived in Hawaii longer
than any other location in her life.
While the isolation can be a drag,
she says the beauty of tropical
living and the easy lifestyle associated with it are definite pluses.

3: Erin McDermott ’07 and Sam Sweetser,
July 26, 2014, Cumberland, ME.
4: Anna Noami Larson ’05 and Stephan von Muehlen,
July 26, 2014, Grindstone Island on the St. Lawrence River, NY.
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1: Briana Ferrera ’10 and Dr.Aaron Wessellin,
May 31, 2014, MD.
2: Guin Seaward '07 and Rob Shore,
September 13, 2014, Toronto, Canada

4
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Dawn, who got out of the Army
in 2010 to become a full-time
mom, home-schooled her two
oldest kids (she has four children
ages 6-16). She joined the Hawaii
Air National Guard to finish out
her time for eligibility for military
retirement, and went back to
part-time doctoring work.
George Getz, who works for
Morgan Stanley Wealth Management in Greenwich, Conn., said
that the SLU Class of 1991 SAE
Festivus Christmas party occurred
at Delmonico's Kitchen in early
December in New York City. Jim
Kellogg, Bruce Bohuny, John
McGarry, Steve Wesson, David
Cushing, Michael McCormack,
Adam Finger, Ben Poole ’90, Dix
Wheelock, Mike Flanagan, George
West and Park Duncan
all attended.
A news release sent to the University notes that Greg Griffin has
been named vice-chair of the
board of Directors of the National
Catholic Development Conference. Greg is congregational
mission advancement director for
the Sisters of St. Francis of the
Neumann Communities in Syracuse, N.Y. He has an MBA from
Alfred University.
Finally, there is no 25th reunion
class this year. Instead, next year
(our 25th) will be a cluster with
the classes of 1990 and 1992. So,
if you were already thinking of
attending the 25th next spring
(2016), this gives you two more
reasons. Thanks to Alex Lepore
Coir for letting me know! Alex has
volunteered to help with planning
and says all of her peeps—Emma

Hindson Egan, Kristen Fugelsang
Habermann, Lisa Marotz Meldrim,
Heather Parker Beliveau, Darci
O'Brien and Megan Gardner—will
be there with bells on.

1992

Carey Flynn Thomasson
7 Clubview Drive
Birmingham, AL 35223
(205) 423-9190 (Home)
Careythomasson@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 25th, 2016
(cluster with ’90, ’91)
Lisa Kiene has passed the class
reporting reins on to Carey Flynn
Thomasson. Please send Carey
your news at the contacts above.

1993

Chris Gardner
4 Mt. Pleasant Terrace
Newtown, CT 06470
203-364-0822 (home)
203-264-5554 (work)
Fax: 203-264-7098
chrisgardner3@charter.net
Next Reunion: 25th, 2018

1994

Kieran M. Killeen
11 Beacon Street
South Burlington, VT 05403
802-951-1946 (home)
802-656-3250 (work)
kieran.killeen@uvm.edu
Next Reunion: 20th, May 28-31,
2015 (cluster with ’95, ’96)
Greetings, Class of 1994! By the
time this short class update is
published, we will be nearing

our combined (with ’95 and ’96)
20th Reunion date (May 28-31). I
am eager to reconnect with old
friends and hope you strongly
consider attending.
If you have not received an email
from me, that probably means
you are not on the SLU list provided to class reporters. I don't
share that list, so if you wish to
send me a note in order to receive
my prompts, please do so, at the
email address shown above.
Jim Brady lives in Manchester,
Mass., with wife Wendy Clement
and four kids: Molly, 13, Hayden,
11, Quinn, 9, and Lila, 6. As he
has for 17 years, Jim works as a
broker in downtown Boston for
a notable commercial real estate
firm. He loves to take his boys
to SLU hockey games, and recently attended a St. Lawrence vs.
Northeastern game. His two sons
play youth hockey, and at one
SLU game they sat right beside
the legendary Bobby Orr.
Lieutenant Colonel Brian Evans,
Ph.D., wife Belen and kids Sofia, 4,
and Thomas, 8, have moved back
to the U.S., after living in Japan
and Thailand for seven years.
Brian is an entomologist at the
Army Medical Department Center
and School in San Antonio, Texas.
Alyson Schenck Finnegan is a
stay-at-home mom with two
active boys, 6 and 9. Alyson
worked in publishing, but is
considering a different career...all
while shuttling her kids to endless
soccer, basketball and baseball
practices (I can relate!). In Octo-

ber of 2014, Alyson met up with
friends in Charlotte, N.C. Stacey
Trimble lives there, and they were
joined by Helen Adams from
London, Laura Feltdt Hutchins
(California) and Eliza Wolcott
Brown (Wilton, Conn.).
Nima Massoomi joined faculty
and students from the University
of the Pacific for a week-long
Jamaican dental mission. An oral
surgeon in the Bay Area, Nima
and his colleagues provided oral
surgery, dental cleanings and
related dental restorations to
more than 1,000 patients. In a
country with 2.8 million people
and fewer than 100 dentists, his
effort was truly appreciated by
the mission organizers. More may
be found at www.facebook.com/
drmassoomi.
Carol Anderson continues to live
in Syracuse, N.Y., with her two
beagles. Having earned graduate
degrees in special education and
social work, Carol is a therapist
in a VA outpatient mental health
clinic and juggles a holistic health
private practice.
Callie Phillips Pecunies shared
her hard-fought loss as a candidate for state representative in
western Maine. Callie campaigned
for much of 2014, traveling
around one of Maine's largest districts—it takes 3.5 hours to travel
end to end! With election season
in her rear view mirror, Callie is
back working at the Sunday River
Ski Resort, and reconnecting with
her husband and children.
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C. Neil Gray has been promoted
to partner at his law firm, Reed
Smith LLP in Manhattan. He and
Karen and their kids live in New
Rochelle, N.Y.

1995

Samantha C. Bixby
PO Box 5365
Breckenridge, CO 80424
307-699-4699
scbix@yahoo.com
www.linkedin.com/pub/sambixby/66/30/367/
Next Reunion: 20th, May 28-31,
2015 (cluster with ’94, ’96)

1996

Tanya R. Parrott
9712 Handerson Place, #405
Manassas Park, VA 20111
571-292-1072
tanyareads@yahoo.com
Next Reunion: 20th, May 28-31,
2015 (cluster with ’94, ’95)
Jodie Moxley-Ramos and
husband Jose have a new future
Laurentian. Luke Gabriel Ramos
was born in Washington, D.C.,
on June 3, 2014. Their older son,
Donovan, is 5 and “all is well in
D.C., with the family,” she says.
I received a lovely Christmas letter
from Jonathan King. I’m not sure
if I’m more jealous of the beautiful
Hawaiian vacation detailed in the

letter or the amazing “everyday”
pictures of life in Alaska for Jonathan, his wife, Elizabeth, and their
sons Ethan and Alden. Jonathan
is the vice-president and senior
economist at Northern Economics, Inc., in Anchorage.
Sadly, Jonathan originally contacted me with bad news. He
wanted to make sure I knew Kristen Winkler Sillence’s husband
had passed away. Christopher
Sillence died on January 2, after a
battle with cancer. Our hearts go
out to Kristen and their children
Kyra and Cameron. Friends
have set up an account for the
children’s college funds at www.
gofundme.com/jkayrs.
Kristen is doing as well as can be
expected and is hoping to get
back to Canton for our reunion
in June. I am sure that catching
up with classmates will do us all
some good and I am going to try
my best to be there, as well.

1997

Kerri Williams skidmore
400 Fingar Rd.
Hudson, NY 12534
(h) 518-828-0842
(c) 518-567-9940
kerriwill25@hotmail.com
Next Reunion: 20th, 2018
(cluster with ’98, ’99)
Matt Fellowes was acknowledged in a New York Times article
regarding a study of 401k plans.
Much of the data was compiled
by our very own: "These staggering numbers come from an
examination of federal and other
data by Matt Fellowes, a former

Other Marriages
•Elizabeth “Austen” Hoffman ’10 and Nathan Brown,
August 2, 2014, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA.
•Dana Bisbee ’07 and Thomas Ringle,
August 23, 2014, Damariscotta, ME.
•A.J. Wright ’04 and Lindsay Guild,
Oct. 4, 2014, Buffalo, NY.
•Erin Stone '05 and Brian Rutherford,
December 2014, Dover, NH.
•Becca Riegelhaupt ’08 and Scott Smith ’08,
January 2015, New York City, NY.
not pictured (* pictured in class column)

1

1: Katelyn Swirbalus ’07 and Patrick Handrahan,
May 3, 2013, Plymouth, MA.
2: Samuel Perry ’05 and Lindsey Seefeld ’06
August 3, 2014, Chittenden, VT.

Brooke Stoner Spater continues
to live in Topsfield, Mass., with
husband Gordie and three
children. They routinely visit
Bromley Mountain in Vermont;
she told me the ski resort is like
one large SLU gathering.

2

(For details, check the respective Class Notes. We publish wedding
photos that meet our technical requirements on a first-come,
first-served basis. Those that do not appear in this issue may be
scheduled for a future one.)

Georgetown public policy professor who now runs a software
company called HelloWallet,
which aims to help employers
help their workers manage their
money better." Check out the
article in its entirety at www.
nytimes.com/2014/10/25/yourmoney/401ks .

1998

Dan Jalbert
88 Everett Street, Apt. 5
East Boston, MA 02128
617-230-1930
Dan.jalbert@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 20th, 2018
(cluster with ’97, ’99)
Greg Chase has been promoted
to counsel at the Manhattan law
firm Reed Smith LLP. He also lives
in Manhattan.

1999

Genevieve Shaw Brown
177 East 77th Street, Apt 3B
New York, NY 10075
646-275-0016
gennyshaw@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 20th, 2018
(cluster with ’97, ’98)
Hello class of 1999! It was good to
hear from a few of you and from
what I can tell, it seems everyone
is in a good place which is wonderful to hear! I hope you'll keep
the updates coming as it's such a
joy to hear how you're all doing!
John "JB" Hilferty wrote that he
and Paulette live in Williamstown,
Vt., with their two children; Zoe, 9,
and Phinnaeus, 7. "I'm still teach-

ing at U32 Middle/High School
where I've been now for 11 years,"
JB wrote. "Paulette is still working
for Green Mountain Coffee as an
accountant for four years.
Life is great and we're all happy
and healthy."
Barbara Hornig Trudel has been
busy! She writes, "We welcomed
our fourth, a boy, Timothy on
December 31, 2013, and recently
moved to Houston for my
husband's work. I will miss seeing
all the SLU people in Darien,
but I am always up for an
adventure...I guess that is Texas!!!"
Welcome Timothy!
Chris “Chip” McKeever wrote that
he and his wife, Lindsey, recently
celebrated 10 years of marriage.
They live in Denver and have two
children, Anders, 8 and Phebe,
4. Chip co-owns an insurance
brokerage.
SLU was notified by David Jackson’s parents recently that David
and his wife, Sara, welcomed their
third daughter, Evelyn Claire on
March 14, 2014. She joins her two
sisters, Caroline and Nora.
Ryan Brown and I also recently
had our 10-year wedding anniversary! It's wonderful to know we're
still in such close touch with many
of our SLU friends who were there
that day. We still live in Manhattan
with our two children, Adelaide, 3
and William, 1. I still work at ABC
News, and Ryan recently took a
new job at BNY-Mellon.

FUTURE LAURENTIANS
The Scarlet and Brown’s next generation

Anderson: Hank '07 and Mary Beth Wood ’08, a son, Harold John "Chip"
Anderson IV, December 2, 2014.
Carbone: James ’00 and Maggie, a daughter, Sweeney Quinlan,
October 22, 2014.
Garrow: Natalie Gladd ’07 and Matthew, a daughter, Lorelei Jean Garrow,
May 27, 2014.
Kaplan: Michael ’07 and Sarah, a daughter, Stella Rose Ouellete Kaplan,
December14, 2014.
Lindeman: Rachel Hall ’08 and Mike, a daughter, Emma, October 17, 2014.
Ludwig: Katie Stoller ’06 and Jeff, a son, Joshua Robert Ludwig,
October 27, 2014.
Vernon: Nicole Aronski ’07 and Jeremiah, a daughter, Indigo Davis Vernon,
November 3, 2014.
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husband and I have moved back
to the U.S., and, for the time
being, have settled in Cincinnati,”
writes Cory Hunter Smith. She’s
assistant director in International
programs at the University of
Cincinnati. They welcomed son
Oliver Harper Rodriguez-Smith
last August.

2015 Outdoor Track & Field

Championships
May 21-23
hosted by St. Lawrence University
Canton, NY

saintathletics.com/ncaatf2015

2000

Joe Kerper
8156 Centaur Drive
Evergreen, CO 80439
303-674-3181
SLU2000notes@mac.com
Next Reunion: 15th, 2016
(cluster with ’01, ’02)
James Carbone and wife
Margaret Quinlan welcomed
daughter Sweeney Quinlan
Carbone on October 22, 2014.
“We have an SLU onesie for her
already,” said Margaret. “Four of
her aunts and uncles went to
SLU as well.” It sounds like
Sweeney’s SLU indoctrination is
already well under way!
Art Bai writes, “Amy Webb Bai '01
and I (and our two Old English
sheepdogs, Rosie and Boris) are
happily living and mostly happily
working in the ruggedly beautiful
state of Maine. Amy is entering
her second year of graduate studies at Stonecoast, with her sights
on an MFA in creative writing,”
and her first book, Sword, an epic
fantasy novel, was due out in
February 2015. Art recently
became a principal at a small software company north of Portland,
and says he is “trying to keep
our niche point-of-sale product
competitive and cutting-edge."
In 10 years with this company, he
has traveled to 47 states. They
enjoy traveling abroad, counting
Wales, Prague, and the Austrian
Alps “among our favorite places
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so far. Next destination: Istanbul,
this spring.”
Susan Grow Colmey is very busy
from the sound of things—work,
three kids, a non-profit art gallery
and studio/art class space in her
hometown, Rome, N.Y. “It's an
incredible dream come true,” she
says, “a passion project called
Artistree Studios & Gallery, with
our motto ‘Branching fine art
into the community.’" She’s also
teaching art full-time in public
schools “and trying to keep up
with our three small kids, Sam, 6,
Molly, 4, and Henry, going on 2.
It's amazing all that's happened
since 2000!”
Karin Salden Sieber has become
a licensed real estate broker with
Brokers of Jackson Hole, Wyo.
She’s also a ski instructor at
Jackson Hole Mountain Resort,
training other instructors and
running instructor exams/clinics
for PSIA. She runs into “some
awesome SLU colleagues from
time to time.” Son Garrett is
2 ½ already.
Prepping for a family move to
Zimbabwe from Islamabad, Sky
Salvail-Hotrich Riber says she
and husband Kai have accepted
positions with Harare International School, beginning in July. She
will be the secondary counselor.
They have a son, Owen, 5, and a
daughter, Jaya, 3.
“Reaching out to report that
after 10 years living in Spain, my

Matt McKinney works for Waste
Management-Recycling Services
in Portland, Maine. They see “a lot
of SLU peeps: Aaron Lockwood
‘99, Emily Howe ’01 and Dan
McDonnell, Todd Norris, Tyler
Cass, Mark Lichter, Hallie Wheeler
Birmingham ‘03 and Andrew
Smith, to name a few.” He and
Christa celebrated son Malcolm’s
first birthday during the winter.

2001

Bridgette Holmes
Gallagher
15 Congress Avenue
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
518-727-4527
bridgegallagher@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 15th, 2016
(cluster with ’00, ’02)
Caroline Benedict Bardwell and
Bill welcomed their first child,
Brooke Elizabeth, into their family on November 18, 2013. They
live in Guilderland, in New York’s
Capital District, where they grew
up, and are “fortunate to have
family and friends nearby.” She’s
been with AECOM, an engineering firm, for more than nine years,
working as a project manager for
environmental investigation and
remediation projects across New
York State.

2002

Meghan Maguire Toomey
PO Box 134
Kents Hill, ME 04349
508-274-7236
mtoomey@kentshill.org
Next Reunion: 15th, 2016
(cluster with ’00, ’01)
Meghan Maguire Toomey steps in
as the new reporter for the class;
please send her your news.
Eileen Fenn Bouffard writes that
2014 was a busy year for her.
She finished her EdM degree at
Teachers College at Columbia
University, started a new position

as an English teacher and director
of the Teaching Fellows Program
at the Taft School, and married
Matt Bouffard in Litchfield, Conn,
on August 9. Alison Coope,
Melissa Sinner Beerman and
Jamie Singer Chan joined them
for the big day.

2003

For information about becoming
a reporter for this class, please
contact Sharon Henry, 315-2295585 or shenry@stlawu.edu, or
Kim Hissong, 315-229-5837 or
khissong@stlawu.edu.
Next Reunion: 15th, 2019
(cluster with ’04, ’05)

2004

Jackie Roy Hallock
4 Moreau Way
Plattsburgh, NY 12903
518-570-5404
jacquelinehallock@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 15th, 2019
(cluster with ’03, ’05)
The class has a reporter again,
as Jackie Roy Hallock returns
after an absence of a few years.
She welcomes your news at the
contacts above.
Amanda Miller was a contestant
on the TV game show “Jeopardy!”
last fall. She was selected to appear after taking an online quiz
and doing an in-person audition, something only 4 percent
of 50,000 quiz-takers get to do,
she told the Troy (N.Y.)-based
newspaper The Record. She also
said only 300 to 500 people are
then selected to be contestants on
the show, something she had been
trying to do for nearly 10 years.

2005

For information about becoming
a reporter for this class, please
contact Sharon Henry, 315-2295585 or shenry@stlawu.edu, or
Kim Hissong, 315-229-5837 or
khissong@stlawu.edu.
Next Reunion: 10th,
May 28-31, 2015

Photographer Alexander Verron
recently went to Antarctica for a
photo shoot. He has launched his

own photo studio and retouching company in Manhattan,
goodnamestudio.com, and says
he’s “happy to hire any interns
interested in photography and
travel at Milk Studios, where I
have worked for the last five
years. Pumped for the 10th Reunion; I will be attending with my
beautiful wife Corie and Marc Guy
and Emi from Boston.”
Two classmates were married last
summer. Anna Naomi Larson and
Stephan von Muehlen wed on July
26, 2014, on Grindstone Island
in the St. Lawrence River, and in
December Erin Stone married
Brian Rutherford in Dover, N.H.,
with Laurentian friends from ’04
to ’07 on hand.

2006

Adam Casler
35 Latham Village Lane,
Apt. 20
Latham, NY 12110
518-782-6582
adam.casler@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 10th, 2016
In October, I was hired as director
of community living (residence
life) at Siena College, where I’ve
been working since 2008. It was
an unexpected opportunity, but
one that will keep me in Albany,
which has become home the past
few years. I’m excited about the
opportunity to grow our student
life program offerings and take a
leadership role in the division of
student affairs.
Speaking of Albany, Frank Commisso, currently of the Albany
County Comptroller's Office, is
working with Gerald Benjamin ’65,
SUNY Distinguished Professor
of Political Science and director
the Center for Research, Regional Engagement and Outreach
(CRREO) at SUNY New Paltz, on
an intergovernmental collaboration study for municipalities in
Albany County.
Amy Benvenuti married Rob
DeLong ’03 last July 19 in
Plymouth, Mass. Amy said there
were no SLU relatives in attendance, “but a great crew of ATO,
KDS and other SLU alums. We
made great use of our SLU-ina-Box.” (For more about that,
contact hfeickert@stlawu.edu.)

Katie Stoller Ludwig and Jeff
welcomed son Joshua Robert
Ludwig on October 27, 2014.
Katie writes, “He is a very happy
baby and it has been fun watching him grow and change
every day.”
Celeste “C.J.” Michaud was
married on August 31 in Charlotte,
Vt., to Ben Fine of Plattsburgh,
N.Y. Laurentians attending included Camille Michaud ’04, Jennifer
Despres ’08, Amy Irish, Brenna
Waibel ’05, Kerry Bosman ’07,
Alison Welsh ’05, Andrew Boyer
’05 and Charlie Dirac ’07. The
happy couple lives in Gilbert, Ariz.
Lauren Layn left San Francisco in
2011 and moved to Eugene, Ore.,
to obtain her master’s in media
communication from the University of Oregon. She was a graduate
teaching fellow for the School of
Journalism and Communication
and taught a media lab for undergraduate majors in the school.
She adds, “I graduated from the
U of O (yes, without attending a
single football game) in June 2013
and then decided to move back
to my home state of Vermont. I
am now working remotely from
Burlington for Pearson Education,
the company I worked for in San
Francisco, as a media producer. I
am also teaching Contemporary
Issues in Media in the Communication and Creative Media
Division at Champlain College
here in Burlington.”
In January, McCurdy-Sprague
Trustee Heather McCauley was a
keynote speaker at an Air summit
at Andrews Air Force Base. She
spoke about engaging leaders to
prevent sexual assault. A social
epidemiologist at the University
of Pittsburgh School of Medicine,
she spoke on campus in February,
on “Promoting Healthy Sexuality and Bystander Intervention:
Emerging Approaches in Violence
Prevention.” According to promotional material, she used examples
from her research with adolescents and young adults to start a
conversation about community
responsibility for violence prevention and strategies for re-framing
the conversation about violence

Six Class of 2000 ATOs and their families gathered for a week on Upper Saranac Lake in the Adirondacks last summer. "It brought back a
lot of fond memories of our time in the North Country together," said
Danny Graham, who kindly submitted the multi-family portrait. Alumni
from left are Graham, Scott.Albert, Spencer Jones, Stacy Eyth Jones
(in front of Alex Peterson, in Red Sox cap), Danielle Epstein Peterson
'02 (in "Boston" t-shirt), Brendan Hogan and Carson Roy.

by promoting healthy sexuality
and healthy relationships.

2007

Megan Bernier
3 Mildon Road
Canton, NY 13617
404-617-7851 (cell)
megan.bernier@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 10th, 2017
Christine Niederberger and
Yordan Minev, who are the best
at keeping me posted without me
prompting them, sent details of
their eventful December. Yordan
completed his MBA degree at
IMD Business School in Lausanne,
Switzerland, and started a new
position with Expedia as a senior
business analyst in Geneva, and
on December 16 they became
proud parents to Theodore Yordanov Minev.
This sets the stage for a column
filled with great news about new
jobs, moves, and babies, and, of
course, some wedding news.
I don’t think I’ve written a column
that hasn’t included at least
one wedding update since
we graduated!
Sal Cania recently received a
promotion and is now the assistant registrar for systems at
Dartmouth. Also on the college
administration front, Alumni
Council member Danni Weaver
recently moved back to her home
city of Buffalo, N.Y., to be director

of housing and residence life at
Daemen College.
Guin Seaward had plenty of life
updates for 2014, the biggest
news being she got married in
Toronto on September 13 to Rob
Shore. Some of you may remember Marna Redding, who worked
at St. Lawrence when we were
students; she was Guin’s maid of
honor. Michael Kaplan was also in
attendance, and Erika Gutfreund
and Tanya Milan were able to attend some of Guin’s pre-wedding
festivities.
Guin shared that both Erika and
Tanya are engaged. Tanya told me
she got engaged to Daniel Klein in
New York City in November, after
he sent her on a scavenger hunt
around the city.
Guin and Rob visited Kate
McNulty Lion ’06 in Japan last
year, as well as Bali for their honeymoon, St. Martin, San Francisco
and Asia. Guin is also enjoying a
new job at Grant Thornton as a
senior associate in the state and
local tax group.
Michael Kaplan and Sarah welcomed their first child, Stella Rose
Ouellete Kaplan, on December
14 in Boston. I also received word
that Natalie Gladd Garrow and
Matt have had two kids, but
not twins! Gavin Mark Garrow
celebrated his third birthday
on February 1 and Lorelei Jean
Garrow was born May 27, 2014.
Grandparents are Gail Allen '77
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Alcee Walker ’11:

Laurentian Connections
Doug Brown ’09, Slopeside Syrup & UnTapped, www.untapped.cc

and the late Mark Garrow '78; he’s
also related to Uncle Jakob Garrow '08 and Aunt Liz Wetmore
Garrow '08. And Harold Anderson III and Mary Beth Wood ’08
welcomed their first-born, Harold
John "Chip" Anderson IV on
December 2.
In more wedding news, Caitlyn
Cimikoski and George Barbieri
got married Sept. 20, 2014, in
Sunapee, N.H. More than 15 young
alumni were in attendance for the
big day: Conor Welch, Brendan
Tougher, Albert Barbieri, Mary
Rogers Manion, Tom Manion ’06,
Seth Davis ’06, Rick Davis ’04,
Lindsay Arthurs, Esther Deming,
Rachel Harrington Welch, Lizzie
Conolly, Caroline Foster McKib-
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I was thrilled to get an email from
Katelyn Swirbalus, one of my
closest friends from my undergraduate days, who married Patrick Handrahan on May 3, 2014,
in Plymouth, Mass. Chloe Adler,
Ryan Thorpe and Chris Farden
were there to celebrate with her,
as well as Merrill Stabler ’08.

January. Sources close to the couple report that a huge contingent
of Saints attended the elegant
Gotham affair. Riegelhaupt is
a public relations manager for
Christie’s and Smith is an associate specializing in investment
sales at AllianceBernstein. The
couple resides in Manhattan.

Chloe has moved to Los Angeles
and is working for the school
district as a speech language
pathologist. She and her dog,
Lucy, escaped the New York City
cold for something different,
and she says she loves exploring
Southern California.

If you have news to share, send it
to SLUnotes08@gmail.com and
see it in print each quarter. Please
be advised there is a publication
delay. Help break class news by
using the hashtag #dulynoted08
on Instagram and twitter. See a
stream of stories at rebelmouse.
com/dulynoted08.

Class notes submissions are open
24/7, 365 days a year. I look forward to hearing your news!

2008

Justin Lynch
989 James Street, Apt. 7B
Syracuse, NY 13203-2615
585-506-5592
SLUnotes08@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 10th, 2018
Reports of babies and wedding
bells keep coming in:

—Meg Bernier ’07, M’09

ben, Mike Petrik, Jeff Haislet ’08,
Ian Shea and Jake Warner.
Erin McDermott got married
July 26, 2014, to Sam Sweetser
in Cumberland, Maine. They had
Laurentians from 2004-2010 in
attendance and 80 percent of her
bridal party were classmates: Erin
Mellow, Abby Rountree Statler,
Sarah Lauridsen Morgan and Lia
Prysunka. But that wasn’t the only
Laurentian influence at the wedding: “Our friend who married us,
who we met in Utah, is connected
to St. Lawrence through his mother and aunts, who all graduated
from SLU in the 1970s,” Erin said.
Erin and Sam live in Park City,
Utah, where Erin has been since
graduation. When you’re reading
this, Erin will be a about month

away from earning her doctorate in physical therapy from the
University of Utah. The Sweetsers
plan to stay put for a while. “We
can’t get enough of the incredible
skiing and mountain biking right
out our front door,” she says.
There were wedding bells for
Dana Bisbee last summer, too.
She married Thomas Ringle, a
2000 Bowdoin graduate, on
August 23, 2014, in Damariscotta,
Maine. Andrea Lee, Ashley McCarthy and Joe Shehata ’08, Nick
Alena, Dustin Cidorowich and
Nicole Aronski Vernon attended.
Nicole and Jeremiah are permanently farming and living in Newfields, N.H., where they have their
own farm, Vernon Family Farm

through the pain of love

Rachel Hall Lindeman and Mike
welcomed future Laurentian
Emma on October 17, 2014. Emma
is also the granddaughter of Greg
’77 and Kathleen Dann Hall ’77.
Hank Anderson III '07 and Mary
Beth Wood welcomed Harold
John "Chip" Anderson IV on Dec
2. Wood shares, “We couldn't be
happier with our little guy.”
Hunter Lamere and Sarah Merrihew tied the knot last July 12,
2014 in Tupper Lake, N.Y. Sarah
wrote, “There were 38 SLU alumni
at our wedding (including us),
eight of whom were immediate
family members of mine and
Hunters, which is pretty cool!”
In other cool news, Becca Riegelhaupt married Scott Smith at
Bowery Hotel in New York City in

2009

Cassie Coughlin
4 Prince St. Apt 5
Boston MA 02113
802-779-3623
cassandracoughlin@gmail.
com
Next Reunion: 10th, 2019
I heard from Chloe LaFrance last
fall. She is living in Dallas with
her husband and Everson, 2. She
is the school director (principal)
of a charter school in downtown
Dallas. It’s the school she started
at five years ago as a Teach for
America Dallas corps member.
Melissa Rixford reports that
she and Nathaniel Farmer got
engaged last December. They are
planning a June 2015 wedding in
Charlotte, Vt. Also, Lilah Brown
is engaged to marry on May 23,
2015! She recently celebrated
her one-year anniversary with
United Technologies Company
Aerospace Systems.
I recently saw Erica Reiner, who is
getting her master’s degree from
Harvard. She will graduate in this
spring with an M.Ed. in prevention
science and practice.
Andrew Spahr and Jenn Gross
’08 were married in Falmouth,
Mass., on September 13, 2014. In

Adapted with permission from
The Amsterdam News,
December 12, 2014.
photo by Leonardo Claudio

F

ive years ago, Doug Brown ’09
started tapping Vermont’s maple
trees for syrup. Today, he’s unleashing a new source of energy for athletes.
Brown, who majored in biology, founded Slopeside Syrup with his brother and
two cousins (all members of the famed
Cochran skiing family) in 2010. They built
a sugarhouse and got everything else
running by the 2011 season, when they
produced 2,000 gallons of syrup.
They endured setbacks early on. A
week of 70-degree weather hit the
Northeast in March 2012, making it one
of the worst syrup production years ever.
But they expanded where they could, when they could. This year they anticipate producing 8,000 to
10,000 gallons. That should be enough to fuel a second business born out of Slopeside: UnTapped.
Lovers of all things outdoors, it didn’t take long for Brown and his crew to discover that maple syrup
was a natural, organic energy booster for those long bike rides, hikes and ski trips.
“Pure maple syrup is an unprocessed, single ingredient,” Brown says. “It has what an endurance
athlete needs: potassium, minerals, antioxidants, sodium, amino acids and electrolytes. It’s all natural,
unlike the chemically-laden gels, which a lot of people use. Our syrup just tastes better, too.”
Slopeside partnered with pro cyclist and Cannondale-Garmin team member Ted King, as well as Press
Forward PR founder Andrew Gardner, and set out to be the first company to package pure maple
syrup for athletes to carry with them. Their Indiegogo crowdfunding campaign last summer raised
more than $50,000 in two months and made that possible.
“Ted, being at the elite level he is, has helped us connect with retailers and consumers interested in
the product,” Brown says. The product earned Slopeside a story on SI.com last summer; it touted their
syrup as “the new source of fuel in the sports world.”
Brown says he and the team are still discovering new benefits of pure maple syrup: “We recently
got an email from a guy who went on a trekking trip to the South Pole and took UnTapped, along with
other gel packets, and he said the syrup was the only thing that didn’t freeze.”
Leave it to a Laurentian to create something that can endure even the coldest temperatures.

Chasing a dream

(look them up on Facebook!).
They are loving life and welcomed
a second baby girl, Indigo Davis
Vernon, on Nov. 3, 2014.

A well-traveled man at the early age of 23, film-maker Alcee
Walker ’11 was born in West Palm Beach, Fla., then moved to
Canton, N.Y., to attend St. Lawrence University, the alma mater of
Amsterdam News editor-in-chief and publisher Elinor Tatum ’93,
a University trustee. After graduating, he headed to California,
but now resides in the city of his dreams, New York. Last May, he
earned his master’s degree in social documentary at the School
of Visual Arts. He’s still there, working on a degree in narrative
film directing, “which is what I truly want to do in life,” he says.
In 2014, Walker premiered his first documentary, Pain of Love.
“My primary audience was high school and college students in underserved communities, with a particular aim to reach disenfranchised, broken or abused families,” he says. “The film speaks to the inner
struggle often faced by teenagers and young adults.” It was inspired by the deep emotional pain that he
himself felt, he explains.
“The long-term goal of the film is to have it on a television network,” says Walker of his six-part,
30-minute documentary series that recently won a Directors Guild of America award, which he calls
“freaking huge.” He has created a college tour, with St. Lawrence as the first stop and several others
working on agreements for 2015.
During his St. Lawrence University screening, a student posted, “We needed this.” Walker’s next steps
are a narrative on three sisters with a total of 19 children and a documentary about a Bronx school that
accepts students who have been left behind.

addition to numerous younger
alumni, Cheryl Gross '72, Gene
Mally '72 and Jeff Scuteri '77 were
also there celebrating.

2010

Joshua Johnson
656 9th Street, NE
Washington, DC 20002
716-499-3016 (cell)
joshua.david.johnson16@
gmail.com
Next Reunion: 5th, 2017
(cluster with ’08, ’09)
Lindsey Ronis checked in from
Atlanta. She is an animal care and
training specialist at the Georgia
Aquarium. She said that anyone
who is in the area should feel free
to get in touch with her.
Chrissy Balk has started a job as
a technical advisor for the Davey
Tree Expert Company.
Trevor Garlock was honored
recently as he was selected by
Northern New York Business
Magazine as one of the region’s
“20 under 40” emerging leaders.
There is a great write-up about the
work he is doing for Northwestern

Mutual. You can check it out at
http://bit.ly/1Bl1J2s or searching at
NNYbizmag.com.
Astrid Tvetenstrand reported that
she completed the TCS New York
City marathon.
Briana Ferrera married Dr. Aaron
Wessell, a neurosurgery resident
at University of Maryland Medical
Center, on May 31, 2014. Briana
recently left a large PR agency
in D.C. to join the Johns Hopkins
Hospital marketing and communications team.
Beth Dixon has returned to
St. Lawrence and is working in the
annual giving office. She is excited
to work with alums of all class
years to support SLU! She would
love to hear from you at ecdixon@
stlawu.edu or 315-229-5077. She is
working primarily with the leadership gifts committee, which is a
volunteer committee comprised
of donors who annually give more
than $1,500.
Arturs Saburovs is still working at
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the Republic of Latvia. He works
with the files concerning Latvian-

Norwegian bilateral relations,
Nordic-Baltic cooperation and the
implementation of the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region. He
has become a monitor for one of
the international students at St.
Lawrence under the LINC (Laurentians Investing in Networking
and Careers) program with Career
Services. He said it is an awesome
way to give back to SLU. Arturs
invites everyone to attend Europride in Riga, Latvia, June 15-21.

2011

For information about becoming
a reporter for this class, please
contact Sharon Henry, 315-2295585 or shenry@stlawu.edu, or
Kim Hissong, 315-229-5837 or
khissong@stlawu.edu.

Next Reunion: 5th, 2017 (cluster with ’12, ’13)
Elizabeth “Austen” Hoffman married Nathan Brown on August 2,
2014, at the University of Virginia.
Three fellow alumni were there to
celebrate with them: her parents,
Michael Hoffman '76 and Katherine “Kobby” Gulick Hoffman '76,
and bridesmaid Ann West '13.

75

st. lawrence university magazine | spring 2015

class notes

Maya Cameron-Gilsey ’11:
Helping Children in Africa

As a sophomore at St. Lawrence,
Maya Cameron-Gilsey ’11 lived in
Commons College and took a course
with her housemates on non-profit
organizations. One of those housemates, O'Keefe Foster '11, was involved
with a children's non-profit his mother
had started in Ethiopia, the Selamta
Family Project (selamtafamilyproject.
org). The Commons College students
decided to support this project
through fundraising efforts, and raised
$5,000 for a new home to be built
in Ethiopia for one of the families in
need.
Cameron-Gilsey explains, “The
Selamta Family Project takes in
orphaned children and marginalized
women and creates new, life-long
families for them. There is one main
office for the Selamta staff,
and 11 homes dispersed in the
neighborhood close to the main center. Each home consists of a mother, 'auntie' and eight children.
This new group becomes a ‘forever family’ and they have a ‘forever home.’ The women at Selamta
attend trainings on parenting, health and other useful topics. The children and women receive education, health care, food and shelter.”
Last August, Cameron-Gilsey traveled to Selamta “to see first-hand what we had fundraised
for my sophomore year at SLU. It is a truly amazing place,” she said, adding that she is working
toward sponsoring two of the children she met (pictured, in appropriate attire).
For more, visit stayclassy.org/samaya.

Congratulations to Danni Lanphear and John Murphy, who got
engaged in November, and Annie
Michalek, who became engaged
to Jeremy Katz just before New
Year’s.
Congratulations to Danni Lanphear and John Murphy, who got
engaged in November, and Annie
Michalek, who became engaged
to Jeremy Katz just before New
Year’s.

George “Mac” Beitzel, right, has
left his advertising career in New
York City to help grow his family’s
business, Hickory & Tweed, a ski
and bike shop in Westchester, N.Y.
He’s pictured with his dad, who
has owned the store since 1985.

Reunion
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MAY 28 - 31
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He’s focusing on taking their retail
offerings online for the first time.
The store was named National Ski
Shop of the Year by Ski Magazine
in 2005.

Hernick were married last June
28 in Sutton, N.H. Laurentian
classmates in attendance included
Alyssa Brown, Lanni Piroli and
Maria Hall.

Ryan Fedo graduated Providence
Police Training Academy in October. He was then officially sworn in
as a Providence police officer.

Brittany Fredette is in her first
year of teaching at Landmark
High School, Beverly, Mass. It
caters to students with languagebased learning disabilities, such
as dyslexia. Brittany teaches Math
and a Language Arts Tutorial,
and is also attending the Simmons College graduate program,
studying for a master’s degree in
Moderate Special Needs.

2012

Lauren Liebhaber
510 East Broadway
Boston, MA 02127
315-527-8452 (cell)
laurenlieb213@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 5th, 2017
(cluster with ’11, ’13)
Hannah Dean '12 and Chris

Adam Terko M’14, assistant Nordic ski coach, had a role in a new
book, Lost Ski Areas of the
Northern Adirondacks. He con-

Register Now
for the Sixth Annual Saints Athletics Golf Tournament!

Date:

Friday, May 29

Place: Appleton Golf Course, Canton, NY
For more information: saintsathletics.com/golftournament

tributed research information on
the now-closed Snowbowl and
also assisted the author in visiting
both the Snowbowl site and another former ski hill in Black Lake.
Paul Haggett, assistant archivist,
is also cited as a contributor.

2013

Brittany Moten
225 West End Avenue
Apt#25
New York, NY 10023
858-444-7298
brittm31@aol.com
Next Reunion: 5th, 2017
(cluster with ’11, ’12)

Congrats to several members of
the class who are working toward
their master’s degrees in a variety
of disciplines! Shannon Flanagan began her journey in school
psychology at SUNY Oswego in
the fall of 2014. Lauren Morrow
is in the Simmons College graduate program, earning a second
master’s degree in moderate
special needs, while teaching at
Landmark High School in Beverly,
Mass. The school specializes in
students grades 2-12 with language-based learning disabilities.
Finally, Rob Glass lives in Boston
and is working at Putnam Investments as an investment specialist
on the DCIO team.
Thanks for your input, 2013! I look
forward to continuing to hear
from you.

A new Peace Corps Public Service
Announcement features this
photo by Jonathan Foster-Moore.
A neuroscience major, he’s a
Peace Corps volunteer in the
Kyrgyz Republic, and his photo,
“All Kinds of Strength,” was shot
at a culture day celebration at
his training site last year. He says,
“A Peace Corps volunteer (left)
faced off against our language
and cross-cultural trainer in an
exciting arm-wrestling match. The
trainer’s daughter stands beside
him, offering encouragement,
while fellow volunteers cheer for
both.” See more on Jonathan on
page 11.
Congratulations to Sarah Rooney,
who was accepted to run the
Boston Marathon this April 20.
Sarah will be one of 150 runners
representing the John Hancock
employee training program. She
began training in November with
fellow John Hancock employee
Ainsley Carbone ’14.
It’s always fun connecting
with fellow Laurentians! In
December, Mary Baucom hosted
a holiday brunch for St. Lawrence
students who reside in the San
Francisco area. Attending were
Katie Shorey ’10, Jessy Gill ’11,
Karly Bolger, Shane Connolly ’08,
Annie Michalek ’11, Mitch Galli ’12
and Alli Shea. Mary is an assistant
editor with Healthline magazine.

2014

Stephanie Eldon
PO Box 396
Dorset, VT 05251
603-380-4641
Email: stephanie.eldon@
gmail.com
Next Reunion: 5th, 2019
I have moved to Manchester, Vt.,
to work with CEO and co-founder
of The BOMA Project Kathleen
Perkins Colson ’79. I am the
donor outreach coordinator (title:
Development and Communications Associate),; we help women
and children in northern Kenya
graduate from poverty through a
six-step microfinance and
savings program.
Andrew Cox moved out to the
Wild West (a.k.a. Crested Butte,
Col.), with a friend. He’s bartending at a cool Italian restaurant
called the Bacchanale Italian
Kitchen, skied every day, and is
lovin' life!
Also living the dream out West,
Hayden LaMere landed a job at
the Durango Mountain Resort
in Colorado, where he skis and
supervises youth basketball.
Caitlin Boreyko is getting her
master's in sport and exercise science with a concentration in sport
psychology at Ithaca College. “I

How Are We Doing?
have a graduate assistantship as a
TA for the undergrad sport psych
class,” she said. “After grad school
I hope to get a job at a fitness
facility as both a personal trainer
and an exercise behavior coach.”
Madison Wilcox is finishing up
her MBA at Clarkson University in
innovation and new venture management. She has accepted a job
for next fall in Boston, with IBM
in the Global Business Services
sector as a consultant.
Alexis Beckwith is already in
Boston, as a tour consultant for
Education First (EF) in Cambridge. She works exclusively
with teachers in a given region to
help them start global education
programs in their schools and
plan international travel for their
students. Lexi was scheduled to
go to Italy on her first tour with
EF in February.
Elizabeth “Lizzy” Mason spent a
month in Bulgaria working on the
Bresto 2014 archaeological excavation over the summer. She has
since moved to Berlin, Germany,
to find work and finish applying
to graduate programs.
Natalie Dellinger booked a sixweek trip to Queenstown, New
Zealand, and decided to stay a
bit longer. She is working at a
local cafe/pub and saving money
to travel to Australia before
coming home.
As education research coordinator for the Department of Psychiatry's Home Base Program at
Massachusetts General Hospital,
Alison Baier works with veterans
who were deployed in Iraq and
Afghanistan. Ally’s main responsibility is managing research
outcome assessments related
to the program's education,
implementation and dissemination initiatives to improve the care
of veterans and military families
affected by deployment stress,
TBI, PTSD and related conditions.
She also manages and writes
grant and IRB submissions and
spends some time playing with
data, running analyses and ask-

We’ve made lots of changes in your
St. Lawrence Magazine lately.
Like them? Love them? Not so sure?
Want more about something?
Share your thoughts with Neal Burdick ’72,
editor, nburdick@stlawu.edu, or Jamie Lipps,
design director, jlipps@stlawu.edu.
ing questions that could lead to
further studies.
Working at Hillside Children's Center, Becky Allen is also studying
for her master's degree in mental
health counseling at St. John
Fisher College in Rochester, N.Y.
John Balderston moved to NYC
and is working at Time Inc. as a
coordinator in human resources.
He manages all new-hire paperwork, organizes orientation and
answers HR-related questions.
At SLU’s graduate school, Christina Rukki is a graduate assistant
while working toward her M.Ed.
She also works part-time as a
substitute teacher at the school
where she completed her student
teaching, and bartends at the local
beloved Hoot Owl on weekends.
Nicole Matos is the assistant field
hockey coach at Williams College.
Samantha Panek was accepted
as a Teach for America 8th grade
math teacher in Eastern North
Carolina. She teaches a total of
145 students, and says she’s the
first math teacher her students
have had in three years due to
the low socio-economic state of
families in that region.
Katherine Abramski is near where
she studied during her junior year
in Viterbo, Italy. She’s teaching
English as a second language.
Hunter Koski interned for the U.S.
House of Representatives under
Congressman Vern Buchanan in
Washington, D.C., over the summer.
Matthew Dudley received a
Global Academic Fellowship
from NYU-Abu Dhabi in 2014.
He is now the Global Academic
Fellow in Writing, working as an

instructor and writing consultant
at NYU-Abu Dhabi, in the United
Arab Emirates.
Francis Stripp is an analyst for
Mohawk Valley GIS, Utica, N.Y. He
creates and maintains geospatial
data for phone apps, webmaps
and paper maps. He also designs
custom maps for prints.
Also in Utica, Kira Weiselberg has
been employed by the Kelberman Center. She’s working in an
area school district as a behavior
specialist assistant in a high-functioning special ed. classroom.
Robert “Monty” Montgomery is
an analyst at WCG Management,
a hedge fund in New York City. He
started in January.
In August, Christine Spencer
started a job as a corporate recruiter with a healthcare software
company called Epic in Madison,
Wis. Her responsibilities include
interviewing (both on the phone
and in-person) and follow-ups,
giving campus tours, attending
career fairs and other campus
events, making hiring decisions
and running reports.
Approaching the end of his first
year of medical school, Zachary
French is at SUNY Upstate in
Syracuse, N.Y.
Taylor Gerhardt recently accepted a job as an estimator at
COR Development Company
L.L.C. in upstate New York.
New York City natives Clare Kelly
and Shamiel Gonzalez are both
working close to home. Clare is an
assistant negotiator for national
TV at a media company called
Optimum Media Direction, while
Shamiel is a college assistant at
LaGuardia Community College.
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Ringing in the New Year by accepting a job in Norwich, Vt., Kye
Ameden has become King Arthur
Flour’s newest baker specialist.
Grace O’Neil is employed full-time
at Essex High School in
Essex Junction, Vt., teaching
biology and AP biology. Grace
will also be coaching lacrosse
at Champlain Valley Union High
School in the spring.
St. Lawrence’s finest country
singer, Blaine Holcomb, was planning to move to Nashville, Tenn.,
in February. He was lining up gigs
and using previous connections to
network with other artists, songwriters and people in the industry.
Check Blainer out at www.blaineholcomb.com and on iTunes!

the Harrisville school system in
neighboring Jefferson County.
Mark earned his undergraduate
degree at SUNY Oswego.

Another St. Lawrence graduate
program alumnus has taken a new
superintendent’s positon in St.
Lawrence County. Patrick H. Brady
M.Ed. ’03 has been named superSoaking up the sun in Sarasota,
intendent of the Massena Central
Fla., Brady O’Neil is working for
School District. He had previously
Goodwill Industries at their
been superintendent of the PotsCorporate Campus and Internadam Central School District. Brady
tional Training Center, as an HR
is no stranger to Massena Central;
administrator. Cam Mitiguy also
before becoming superintendent
moved south, to the Permian Basin at Potsdam in 2005, he was the
in Texas, where he’s a well logger
principal at Massena’s junior high
geologist for Horizon, LLC.
2002-05 and assistant principal at
Massena High School 2000-02.
Tom Kunhardt's common college
application was recently published In February, the U.S. Senate offiin Justin Nevin's book, Is It Easy
cially confirmed Michael Botticelli
Being Green? Writing the New
M’81 as director of the Office of
College Application Essay. Tom's
National Drug Control Policy. “I am
essay is under "Maximizing Crehonored by the confidence placed
ativity," one of several chapters in
in me by the President and Conthe book, which portrays different gress to direct this nation’s drug
writing techniques and has 38
policy,” said Botticelli in a statesample essays.
ment released by the White House.
“There are millions of Americans
—including myself—who are in
successful long-term recovery. Our
stories can fundamentally change
the way our nation views people
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▼ Class of 1937
At the age of 102, John H. Hauser of Kent, Conn., died October 21, 2014.
He is survived by his daughter and her husband, three grandchildren and
eight great-grandchildren. John was preceded in death by his wife, Constance Terry Hauser ’37, and brother Robert E. Hauser ’46. A chemistry
major and member of Beta Theta Pi and the football and wrestling teams,
he created Duquesne Consultants, which served to link expanding larger
companies with small companies that were interested in being acquired.
▼ Class of 1943
Helen “Pixie” Persons Robbins of Cary, N.C., died January 7, 2015. Those
remembering her include a nephew, Paul E. Persons ’78, and niece, Jean
Persons Clough ’80. Her brother Ray ’40 preceded her in death. She
was a member of the English department honorary society and earned
membership in Mortar Board. She was a class officer, active in the Thelomathesian Society and a sister of Pi Beta Phi. She taught at Northwestern
University, Fayetteville Academy and Campbell University. She loved art
and travel.
▼ Class of 1944
Marilyn Buys Agee of Haltom City, Texas, died October 14, 2014. She
earned honors in biology and was a member of Delta Delta Delta. She
was the daughter of biology professor John Buys, for whom the First-Year
Program’s Buys College is named. After serving in the U.S. Navy WAVES
during World War II, she became the mother of four girls and a teacher.
She was a prolific knitter and passionate reader.
▼ Class of 1947
Howard W. Geyer of Delmar, N.Y., died November 15, 2014. After joining
the U.S. Navy during World War II, he enrolled at St. Lawrence and earned
a degree in mathematics, played varsity golf and tennis and pledged Alpha Tau Omega. After receiving a degree in architecture from Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute, he began a career in that field spanning more than
40 years. In 1948, he married Dorothy Partlow Geyer ’45, who is among
those remembering him.
▼ Class of 1948N
C. Thomas Ridenour died November 25, 2014, in Columbus, Ohio. He was
Ohio State as university controller emeritus and served as treasurer of the
Ohio State University Retirees Association. He studied mathematics, and
during World War II served in the Navy V-12 Programs at St. Lawrence
University and The College of the Holy Cross.
▼ Class of 1948
John H. “Jack” Williams died November 6, 2014, at his home in Colchester, Vt. After playing baseball for semi-pro teams, he brought his skills to
St. Lawrence. During his sophomore year, he volunteered to serve in the
U.S. Army during World War II, receiving the Purple Heart while fighting in
Africa and Italy. He returned to St. Lawrence to finish his B.S. in psychology and was a member of Beta Theta Pi. Shortly after marrying in 1950,
he and his wife, Marilyn, purchased and ran Camp Kiniya, a summer camp
for girls on Lake Champlain, until they sold it in 2006.
▼ Class of 1949
Eleanor Whitman Gerry of Rockford, Ill., died November 21, 2014. She
was the great-granddaughter of John Stebbins Lee, St. Lawrence’s first
president. She also graduated from Stephens College and was a teacher
in her early years before becoming a homemaker to raise her five children
and have a small sewing and alterations business in her home.
Betsy Gould Hansen of Oakton, Va., died August 20, 2014. She received
her B.A. in Spanish.
Charles A. O’Connor died at his home in Bainbridge, N.Y., on September 26, 2014. Before attending St. Lawrence, where he was a member
of Sigma Pi and a physics major, he was a naval aviation cadet during
World War II. He attended Millsap College in Mississippi and then Naval
Flight School in Chapel Hill, N.C. He retired from a 35-year career as a
test engineer and had served as a volunteer fireman. He was also an avid
hunter and fly fisherman. Surviving him are his wife, four children and
their families.
▼ Class of 1950
Richard E. Cuilty of Ardsley, N.Y., died December 16, 2014. He graduated from Dartmouth College Graduate School of Credit and Financial
Management in 1966 and worked as a credit manager for 41 years. At St.
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Lawrence, he majored in business administration and was a member of
Phi Sigma Kappa and The Hill News staff. In 1953, he married Marlene
Richards Cuilty ’53, who survives him along with two sons and their
families.
▼ Class of 1951
Rose-Marie Kolm Bailey of Floral Park, N.Y., died November 16, 2014.
She majored in business administration and was involved with campus
broadcasting.
Edgar W. Pond died December 12, 2014, in Augusta, Maine. During World
War II, he left Yale University to enlist in the 82nd Airborne as a paratrooper and medic in Europe, receiving the Purple Heart. He finished his
education at St. Lawrence, earning a degree in business administration.
He enjoyed playing bridge and various outdoor activities.
▼ Class of 1952
Louanne Brown Barrett of Orem, Utah, died October 19, 2014. She was a
member of the Laurentian Singers, Alpha Delta Pi sorority, Mummers and
the Thelomathesian Society. Her work in psychology earned her departmental honors and membership in Mortar Board. She taught human relations and family research at Delaware Tech, worked as a genealogist and
was very active in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. She is
survived by four children, 11 grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren.
▼ Class of 1952n
Margaret Franklin Hoener of Florence, Mass., died February 19, 2014. She
married her high school sweetheart and they had five children. She was
passionate about world politics, NPR, classical music, art, grammar, her
family, and making what many called a phenomenal raspberry jam. She
worked with the Unitarian Society and Amnesty International.
▼ Class of 1953
David R. Carr died November 17, 2014. A lifelong resident of Saratoga
Springs, N.Y. he received his degree in business administration and served
in the U.S. Army. He was president of many Saratoga Springs organizations and was involved with the Albany Medical Center, where a conference room is named in his honor.
▼ Class of 1954
Charles B. Bradbury of Pinehurst, N.C., died May 28, 2014. Those remembering him include his daughters, Susan Bradbury Follett ’87 and
Barbara Bradbury-Pape ’88. Chuck was a member of ROTC and Sigma
Alpha Epsilon. He played football while majoring in physical education
and minoring in biology and psychology. After receiving his master’s, he
began a 30-year career in coaching and teaching. He retired to Pinehurst
and became a golf professional.
Retired kindergarten teacher Mary Elizabeth “Bonnie” Van Stone Bucci
died January 7, 2015, in Albany, N.Y. She majored in psychology and
participated in the Riding Club and the women’s golf team, a sport that
she enjoyed throughout her life, working for the Colonie Golf Course
in retirement. She was preceded in death by her husband of 52 years,
Raymond G. Bucci ’56. Remembering her are children James G. Bucci ’78
and Jeanne E. Bucci ’83.
Ski champion Claude L. Richer of Laconia, N.H., died May 18, 2014. At
St. Lawrence, the physical education major pledged Alpha Tau Omega
and joined the tennis, alpine and Nordic skiing teams as well as the L
Club. A Canadian National Cross-Country Champion and National Champion in Olympic-style canoeing, he was honored as French Canadian
Athlete of the Year in 1951. Claude competed in two Winter Olympics,
the 1952 Games in Oslo, Norway, in cross-country and the 1956 Games in
Cortina d'Ampezzo, Italy, in downhill. In 1960, he was coach for the Australian team at Squaw Valley, Calif. After teaching high school sciences
and coaching skiing at St. Lawrence, he entered the construction industry
and founded Concrete Construction in 1968, operating it until retiring in
1989.
▼ Class of 1955
Richard M. Dobris died at his home in Rockville, Md., on April 4, 2014. He
majored in sociology and was a member of Phi Sigma Kappa and the
football team. His career was in sales. He is survived by his wife, Sandy;
two daughters; six grandchildren; and two great-grandsons.
Judson J. Ford of Coral Springs, Fla., died November 17, 2014. “Jud”
received his B.S. in business administration and pledged Phi Sigma Kappa
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fraternity. Soon after marrying Viola Dunmell Ford ’57, who preceded him
in death in 1995, he entered the U.S Army Corps of Engineers as a second
lieutenant, serving in Korea. He retired as a stockbroker with Merrill Lynch.
He had a deep interest in Civil War history and enjoyed golfing and hiking.
Paul “Andy” Setter of Garden City, S.C., died October 30, 2014. His
survivors include his daughter, Kim Setter-Hansen ’80. He pledged Sigma
Alpha Epsilon and was a member of the L Club, ROTC and the football team. After graduating with a degree in sociology, he received his
M.Ed. from SUNY Brockport. Andy was a teacher, coach and guidance
counselor at Churchville- Chili (N.Y.) Central Schools for 28 years until he
retired and moved to Myrtle Beach in 1990.
▼ Class of 1956
E. Noel Chauvin died October 30, 2014, at his home in Mont Tremblant,
Quebec. He studied geology and was a member of the Alpine ski team
and Alpha Tau Omega. After running the family business with his mother,
he retired to pursue his passions of woodcarving and painting. He also
enjoyed skiing, golfing, hunting, sailing and fishing. He is survived by his
wife, two children and their families.
Richard W. Dodd died November 5, 2014, in Daytona Beach, Fla. He was
a member of the Laurentian Singers, the Singing Saints, the men’s basketball team, Thelmo, Beta Theta Pi and ROTC. He graduated from medical
school at Syracuse University and completed his residency in Gainesville,
Fla. After operating a family practice for many years, he started a family
medical practice program. He was very civic-minded, serving in leadership roles in his community and church.
William P. “Bill” Schott of Ormond Beach, Fla., died October 29, 2014.
He was a member of SAE and majored in economics. After serving in the
U.S. Navy during the Korean War, he worked for Corning and then retired
from A.G. Edwards in 1986 as a stockbroker. He and his wife lived aboard
their power boat in the early 1990s in Florida and the Bahamas. He enjoyed building model ships and was the C.O. of Port Orange Ship Modelers Club. He is survived by his wife, three sons and 10 grandchildren.
▼ Class of 1962
Clifford A. Petitjean of Walnut Creek, Calif., died November 18, 2014.
He majored in sociology, sang with the Laurentian Singers, pledged Phi
Sigma Kappa and was active in ROTC.
▼ Class of 1963
H. Margaret Holtman died April 11, 2014, at her home in Penfield, N.Y. She
majored in biology and earned a graduate degree from the University of
Rochester. She taught biology before living in Spain, Portugal, Australia
and Mexico, where she developed an interest in Spanish. In the 1990s, she
entered a career in the foreign languages department at Nazareth College and Monroe Community College. She developed a Spanish course
designed for those working in the professional health and human services
fields. She enjoyed volunteering as a docent at the George Eastman
House and was an accomplished equestrienne.
Schuyler Scutt died December 12, 2014, at home in Red Creek, N.Y.
Schuyler earned an MBA from the Wharton School of Finance in Philadelphia, and was a business manager at Crest Cadillac in Syracuse for many
years.
▼ Class of 1964
Jonathan W. Harrington of Groton, N.Y., died November 16, 2014. After
receiving his B.S. in geology, he earned his Ph.D. in geology from Cornell
in 1968. He taught at the University of Calgary and conducted research in
the northern Rocky Mountains, Northwest Territories and Arctic Islands.
He established Harrington Associates Geologists, a consulting business,
and continued to teach part-time. Survivors include his daughter, Laura C.
Harrington ’90.
▼ Class of 1965
Arpiar G. Saunders Jr. of Hopkinton, N.H., died November 18, 2014. “Arpy”
was a brother of Phi Sigma Kappa and a member of ROTC. He received
department honors while studying government and earned membership in Omicron Delta Kappa. He earned his J.D. from Boston University
School of Law in 1968. He had a long legal career, including time as a
professor of law and dean of academic affairs at the Franklin Pierce
Law Center and with the ACLU National Prison Project. He retired from
Shaheen and Gordon P.A. in 2010. Arpy was awarded the prestigious E.
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Donald Dufresne Award for Outstanding Professionalism by the New
Hampshire Bar Association. Riverbend Community Mental Health Center,
where Arpy was a longtime member of the board, also recently honored
him as a Rainbow Champion for his work on behalf of children, adults
and families living with serious emotional disorders or mental illness. He is
survived by his wife, Jill; his former wife, Jane Munson; three children; two
step-children; and two grandchildren.
▼ Class of 1971
Duane T. Eppler died at his home in Strafford,
Vt., on October 12, 2014. His survivors include
his brother, Dean ’74, and sister, Kristina ’77. A
geology major, he earned departmental honors
and membership in Omicron Delta Kappa. His
career included research on crater impacts on
the moon, hands-on studies of moon rocks
from the Apollo missions, exploratory drilling on
off-shore oil rigs in the Gulf of Mexico, remotesensing data analysis in the Arctic Circle in Alaska, and work as a software
engineer at TomTom. In the 1980s, he, his brother, Roy Christoffersen ’76
and Rick Standish ’71 developed the SLU Geology Alumni Conference
(SLUGAC), a triennial reunion that brings Laurentian geologists back to
campus to advise, enlighten and have fun with geology undergraduates.
▼ Class of 1974
Michael A. Cornacchia of Cortlandt Manor, N.Y., died November 8, 2014.
He is survived by his wife of 19 years, Dina Leung ’74. He studied government and was a wrestler. He worked at several automotive organizations,
most notably Dell Buick Cadillac, Ossining, NY, which was owned by his
father. He loved sports, reading and travelling.
▼ Class of 1977
Janet Werther Griffin died November 25, 2014. Those remembering her
include her husband of 36 years, Gary W. Griffin ’77; son Peter A. Griffin
’08; and brother Robert D. Werther ’74. A sister of Alpha Delta Pi, she
majored in psychology. In Minneapolis, Janet was president of the Fulton
Elementary School PTSA, a Sunday school teacher, a long-time volunteer
for Meals on Wheels, and a booster of the Minneapolis Alpine Ski Team.
For more about her, turn to the 1977 and 1978 class reports.
▼ Class of 1977
Wells W. Whitney Jr. of Kirkland, Wash., died April 25, 2014. “Skip” was
president of SAE and majored in psychology and economics. He joined
the Air Force Reserves and then became a C-141 aircraft commander
at McGuire Air Force Base, New Jersey. He flew NATO missions and
was part of Operation Desert Storm, earning medals for his service. He
entered civilian life as a pilot for Northwest Airlines and enjoyed music,
woodworking, skiing, scuba diving, sailing and fishing.
▼ Class of 1978
Jane Teree Maloney died October 2, 2014, in Syracuse, N.Y. She received
a B.A. in economics. A sister of Delta Delta Delta, she was also involved
in Thelmo. She was a real estate broker for Hunt Real Estate. Jane was an
avid reader and traveler and loved spending time with her family.
▼ Class of 2015
Garrett Gagne died in a vehicle-pedestrian accident early on the morning
of January 1, 2015, in Chatham, Mass. A government major and member
of the men's lacrosse team, he was also on the game management crew
for home football games. While at Longmeadow (Mass.) High School, he
was a two-time Massachusetts state champion in ski racing.
We have also learned of the deaths of these Laurentians; memorial
notices may appear in future issues: 1939 Miriam Fosher Marschner, Sept.
4, 2014■1942n Lester A. Dority, Nov. 7, 2014■1943 Marilyn Helmstetter
Booth, Nov. 24, 2014■1944 Charles Lombard Opitz, Dec. 19, 2014■1946n
Virginia Larrabee Hall, Jan. 5, 2015■1948 Jean Burchell Wells, Nov. 30,
2014■1948 Jean Peacock Baker, Oct. 17, 2014■1950 Roger C. Howes, Aug.
31, 2014■1950 Leon J. “Jack” Trombley, Dec. 10, 2014 ■1950 William Van
Koevering, Jan. 26, 2014■1950 Keith E. Watkins, Nov. 20, 2014■1951 John
S. Sicko, Dec. 1, 2014■1951 A. Edward Gordon, Jan. 8, 2015■1951 James F.
Fahnestock, Nov. 29, 2014■1954M Stuart C. Jones, Nov. 4, 2014 ■1955 Doris Reynolds Mackey, Dec. 15, 2014■1956N Gary T. Edelson, Nov. 8, 2014■
1957 Herbert L. Langdon, Nov. 12, 2014■1957M James Pai-Fun Chen, Nov.
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13, 2014 ■James P. Flynn, Jan. 7, 2015■1964 Daniel J. Burnham, Jan. 9,
2015■1969 Noel A. Shangraw, Dec. 26, 2014■1972 Julie Langtry Rizza,
Oct. 25, 2014■1974 Barbara Greeley Kopta, Nov. 13, 2014■1987n William
G. Gerrie, Dec. 16, 2014■2005n Parker G. Cronin, Oct. 13, 2014
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Professor Emeritus of Public Law and
Government Bernard J. Lammers, called by
President Fox in a campus announcement
“a St. Lawrence legend, deeply respected by
generations and a vital presence on campus
and in our community,” died on December
20, 1914. “Bernie” taught at St. Lawrence for
39 years, retiring in 2005. He is remembered
for his Constitutional Law, American Political
Institutions, Law and Courts, Environmental
Law and Politics, Congress and the Legislative Process, and U.S. Presidency courses, but especially for his energetic counseling and advising,
well after their graduations, of students interested in law careers as well
as public service and scholarship. He received the J. Calvin Keene Award
in 1983 for his devotion to students.
Prof. Lammers earned his bachelor’s and master’s degrees at Georgetown University and his Ph.D. at Columbia University, and also held a law
degree from the University of Chicago. The author of two books, he consulted for the American Bar Association, the Association for International
Development and the National Security Agency, and also put his firm
principles into practice as a candidate for the U.S. Congress.
Craig Professor Emeritus of English George
McFarland died on January 6, 2015, at the age
of 93. He “helped build and lead a stellar English department, one whose curriculum and
scholarship instilled in me my own devotion to
literature and poetry,” said President Fox in a
campus memorandum. Prof. McFarland earned
his bachelor’s degree at Wesleyan University,
his master’s degree from the University of
Chicago and his Ph.D. from the University of
Pennsylvania. A World War II veteran, he joined the St. Lawrence faculty
in 1952 and taught the English Romantic poets and English literature
surveys. He retired in 1986, having served as English department chair for
over a decade and as a faculty delegate to the Board of Trustees. Upon
his retirement, his former students expressed their admiration by creating
a book fund in his name at Owen D. Young Library. Among his survivors
are his wife, Janet Allen McFarland ’64, and three children, including
Daniel ’93n.

THE EXTENDED FAMILY

Vivian C. Baker died on December 2, 2014. She was the widow of
Dean of the Faculty and Vice President D. Kenneth Baker, who served
St. Lawrence from 1967 until 1976. Among survivors is her son Rick ’76.

The designation “n” with class numerals indicates that the
individual did not graduate from St. Lawrence. Th
 e designation
“M” with class numerals indicates that the individual earned
a master’s degree from St. Lawrence in the year given.

Sharing the news of a death

We will publish in “In Memory”
detailed memorial notices of the passing of Laurentians if we receive the
information from a family member or friend in the form of a previously
published notice (typically from a newspaper). Please send such notices
to Shayla Snyder Witherell ’11, Advancement Services, St. Lawrence
University, Canton, N.Y. 13617 or switherell@stlawu.edu. We will provide
the name and, if available, date of death of others of whose passing we
learn, and the complete list of recent deaths can be found on the
University’s website at alumni.stlawu.edu.

‘In Memory’ is complied by Shayla Snyder Witherell ’11,
switherell@stlawu.edu.

B

ack in the day,
Sykes Residence
accommodated
St. Lawrence’s
informally named
Ellsworth Museum, predecessor
to today’s Vance Archives in ODY
Library. The museum “just happened,” says Candle in the Wilderness, when an alumna handed
Richard Ellsworth, Class of 1895,
University secretary and history
buff, a photograph from her college days and asked him to keep it.
Here, a student peruses an array of
snapshots of Laurentians serving
in World War II that they had
sent to legendary registrar Helen
“Tommie” Whalen. —NB
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