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A” is for “Adirondacks,” 
a word many Laurentians 
associate with St. Lawrence. 
But what about “B” and 
“C” and on through “Z”

 “
SLU  A-Z



On the Cover: “Adirondacks” is just one “A” word Laurentians think of. For more, turn to page 14.
Above: Head men’s hockey coach Greg Carvel ’93 helped ratchet up local fan support for White Out Night when he and team 

members served customers at the Canton Dunkin Donuts store the morning of the game. For more, see page 7. 
Photography by Tara Freeman. To read our magazine online, go to stlawu.edu/magazine.
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Last fall, we asked Laurentians to play a mind-association game 
with the alphabet for our story “SLU: A-Z.” Did they ever!14
“Persons of Interest” are interested in interest rates—interested 
enough that they did better than ever in the Fed Challenge.24
St. Lawrence is proud to say that “HEOP Works,” and we have 
a 47-year track record and the success stories to prove it.26

Features

16,Sprıng
Associate Chaplain Shaun 
Whitehead leads the 
singing in recognition of 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
at the start of the Spring 
Semester. For more on 
how King’s legacy was 
honored on campus, 
see page 5.

http://stlawu.edu/magazine
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St. Lawrence University does not discriminate 
against students, faculty, staff or other beneficia-
ries on the basis of race, color, gender, religion, 
age, disability, marital status, sexual orientation, 
or national or ethnic origin in admission to, or 
access to, or treatment, or employment in its 
programs and activities. AA/EEO. For further in-
formation, contact the University’s Age Act, Title 
IX and Section 504 coordinator, 315-229-5656. 
A complete policy listing is available at www.stlawu.
edu/policies.

Published by St. Lawrence University four times 
yearly: January, April, July and October.  Periodical 
postage is paid at Canton, NewYork 13617  
and at additional mailing offices. (ISSN 0745-3582)  
Printed in U.S.A.  All opinions expressed in signed 
articles are those of the author and do  
not necessarily reflect those of the editors and/or 
St. Lawrence University.  Editorial offices: Office 
of University Communications, St. Lawrence Uni-
versity, 23 Romoda Drive, Canton, NY 13617, phone 
315-229-5585, fax 315-229-7422, e-mail nburdick@
stlawu.edu, Web site www.stlawu.edu

Address changes  A change-of-address card to 
Office of Annual Giving and Laurentian Engage-
ment, St.Lawrence University, 23 Romoda Drive, 
Canton, NY 13617 (315-229-5904, email slualum@
stlawu.edu) will enable you to receive St.Lawrence 
and other University mail promptly.

derived from a forerunner fashion practice 
created by the colleges within British 
universities, probably first by an Oxford 
rowing team, but generally a popular 
wardrobe accessory that was introduced in 
the early years of the 20th century. 

One theory of the school tie’s origin 
assumes the influence of the British army. 
When military field uniforms changed 
from vivid colors (think Zouaves in the 
American Civil War) to a drab olive 
or dirt-road khaki, the regimental tie 
was created to give particular identity 
to those who had once served in the 
infantry, cavalry or artillery. If you have 
read a fair sampling of spy novels, you 
may remember how a secret agent’s cover 
can be blown by wearing the wrong 
four-in-hand tie. On American college 
ties, the stripes point diagonally from 
the right shoulder to the left waist; on an 
old school tie from across the Atlantic, 
however, the stripes are in the reverse 
direction. A mistake in that detail could 
bring the result of an embarrassing social 
faux pas or a firing squad.

Beneath a few observations of “ball cap 
sociology” is a fundamental question, 
a personal one, about the meaning of 
institutional affinity and the significance 
of belonging. After many years of my own 
St. Lawrence alumni experience, I am 
absolutely convinced that among all the 
graduating classes there exists a deep res-
ervoir of feeling filled by loyalty, gratitude 
and affection. But for some, once they 
leave college and start crossing the seas of 
life and work, pride in St. Lawrence may 
not for a time run as deep. 

There are big ships upon those 
after-college waters, giving calm pas-
sage to the accomplished alumni of 
other, better-known universities, better 
known because of athletic prominence, 
academic wonkiness or social prestige. 
And that, for some Laurentians, gets 

       ver dessert and coffee 
at a recent dinner party, I heard a new 
St. Lawrence “pride” story. One of the 
dinner guests described watching on 
television the exciting finish of the Abu 
Dhabi Golf Championship, where the 
world’s top professional men golfers 
warm up in the winter sunshine of the 
United Arab Emirates. The gallery at-
tending this made-for-TV tournament is 
meager by comparison to PGA events or 
major championships, so the eye-witness 
crowd that day better resembles the 
unroped setting of weekend duffers. No 
one is really watching, because no one is 

there. At Abu Dhabi, the international 
field was playing to the cameras only. 

As the lens zoomed in on one of the 
contenders standing over a determinative 
putt, it pulled back just enough to reveal 
a clear picture of a lone spectator who 
was standing on the edge of the green, 
a true fan enjoying an unspoiled walk a 
long way from home. He was wearing 
a cotton ball cap, curved visor pulled to 
his head in the American style, with very 
identifiable colors and an unmistakable 
logo: On the front of its crown was the 
name “St. Lawrence University.” 

What are the odds of a rural college’s 
distinctive image getting “flash framed” 
from 7,000 miles away, seen in a passing 
instant by millions of Golf Channel 
viewers? Is St. Lawrence truly everywhere 
nowadays? Or is it a trick of the mind, 
an example of magnified subjectivity 
creating a desert mirage, an optical false 
reality that is somehow tangibly mythol-
ogized by a one-off anecdote?

The consensus St. Lawrence reputation, 
which has always been reliably strong 
and well respected over many decades, 
is noticeably larger today and, without 
equivocation, it is for real. We track 
closely the annual increase of campus 
visits by prospective applicants, we count 
larger attendance at alumni events, and 
we register the record number of website 
hits, media mentions and sales of “logo” 
gear and related Saints apparel. 

The history of the scarlet and brown 
“old school tie” is a borrowed one. Ameri-
can colleges and universities have all had 
striped silk ties for their graduates to wear 
with understated loyalty, undoubtedly 
indicating a subliminal sign of member-
ship. Before there were sweatshirts, blazer 
buttons and hats to wear displaying the 
university’s insignia, there were, beginning 
in the 1920s, ties and scarves available 
to show one’s school colors. They were 

Laurentian School Ties in the way of what their “school tie” 
could possibly mean to them; while 
momentarily in that big boat “wake 
avoidance,” they should cast again an 
anchor of quiet confidence. 

St. Lawrence ought to be most proud 
of one thing: its powerful, distinctive 
habit of connecting people in closely 
felt relationships and lifelong friend-
ships surpassing all other affiliations 
in the journey we take. Even though 
our University has had much notable 
success in athletic competition and 

intellectual attainment, and is known 
by a campus ethos informed by its 
egalitarian roots, we have reasons to 
feel and express pride that are different 
from all others.

At St. Lawrence there is an intimate 
solidarity of continuity, allowing one 
to be part of a long tradition where be-
longing, connecting, making friends is a 
first principle. On the eve of Theodore 
Roosevelt’s inauguration in 1905, John 
Hay (Lincoln’s personal secretary and 
McKinley’s Secretary of State) gave the 
young leader a gold ring that was cast 
to include a strand of Lincoln’s hair and 
the pairing of the engraved initials, TR 
and AL. The inscription was in Latin, a 
line from Horace, “Good Captain, may 
you grant long periods of peace….” 
Every student at St. Lawrence has 
someone or something to look up to, 

O

wearing the equivalent of this personal 
ideal on one’s ring finger.

The pride of place is also inescap-
able. We create in our minds a special 
room for the North Country memory 
of woods and waters, the deepest 
cold, the greenest corn. It’s a retreat, a 
place to go when you’re in the midst 
of airport anarchy or aimed home-
ward while staring over the wheel at 
an infinity of brake lights. Alumni 
whose university towns are dense and 
gritty can have their remembrance of a 
tailgate picnic on asphalt ground. But 
I’ll take the dawn in Canton, the color 
of blue jeans bleached by the moon 
hanging over the Grasse River.

And then, there is our pride of com-
passion; some may extend the idea to 
call it soulfulness. Some may also wisely 
caution against the risk of coupling 
these terms as the potential overtak-
ing of humbleness by arrogance. St. 
Lawrence, however, makes me proud 
because, while no two lives are ever 
identical, we make a virtue of imagining 
and sharing the experience of others. In 
good times and tough times, it is im-
mensely reassuring to feel a hand upon 
the shoulder, as if to say, “I, too, have 
experienced all that and endured the 
worst; I’m not going to forget you.” 

Emerson once scratched a line in 
his journal that teachers are supposed 
to do for their students an elemental 
business: “get the soul out of bed.” The 
goal at St. Lawrence is not to have its 
students merely taught, but to have 
them awakened, enlivened, and made 
aware. Awareness is the beginning of 
compassion, and compassion draws 
from a deep place we can discover 
during a time of daily wonder.

At St. Lawrence, not only do we 
become awake and alert to our world, 
but we also happily get dressed to face 
it, with our old school tie knotted and 
our ball cap worn to purpose, that is, 
with the visor facing north. n     —WLF
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Professor of 
Government Karl 
Schonberg has 
been named vice 
president and 

dean of academic 
affairs, effective July 

1, 2016. He has served as 
associate dean of international 
and intercultural studies 
since July 2010, and from 
2008 to 2010 was associate 
dean of faculty affairs. He 
fills a position occupied for 
nine years by Professor of 
Government and Gender and 
Sexuality Studies Valerie Lehr, 
who will return to the faculty.

For the second 
time in two years, 

St. Lawrence has 
taken first place in the 
New York Negawatt 
Challenge. The competition 
challenged students at six 
New York State institutions to 
reduce electrical consumption 
in residence halls over a 
three-week period last fall. St. 
Lawrence reduced its electrical 
consumption 5.2 percent, or 
12,031 kilowatt hours. 

A team of four 
professors from  

St. Lawrence and 
Clarkson Universities 
has been selected to 
serve as editors for 
the Eastern Economic 
Journal, published by 

the Eastern Economic 
Association. Representing St. 
Lawrence are Cynthia Bansak, 
professor of economics, and 
Brian Chezum, Johnson 
associate professor of 
economics. View 
the journal at www.
palgrave-journals.
com/eej/index.html.

St. Lawrence 
was represented 

in more than 39 
sessions with 50 talks 
by students, faculty, 
alumni and former faculty at 
last fall’s Geological Society 
of America meeting. One 
paper was given by three 
alumni from three different 

decades: Sean Regan ’10, 
Graham Baird ’98 and 
Tim Grover '81.
Nearly 97 percent of 

Class of 2014 
graduates 

were either 
employed 
or attending 
graduate 

school less 
than one year 

after graduation, 
according to a survey 
conducted by Career Services. 
For survey results, go to 
www.stlawu.edu/news/
placement-rate-recent-
graduates-near- 
97-percent.

stlawu.edu/news

Know
it All.
A roundup of  news from campus.Want more? Find us online:
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N ow in its sixth year, the Innovation Grants program 

has inspired many wonderful programming steps 

on campus (see www.stlawu.edu/innovation-grants/

introduction). One successful proposal in Fall 2015 

was for to-go containers in the dining halls. The proposal read 

in part, “11,880 disposable to-go containers are filled at Dana 

Dining Hall every year, clogging St. Lawrence’s waste stream 

and costing the University excessive funds. Last year, we started 

a reusable to-go container pilot program, providing a limited 

number of students with ‘green’ containers to be filled and 

returned to Dana. Starting in January 2016, Dining Services will 

sponsor a campus-wide version of this program. Patrons must 

obtain their initial container within the first two weeks of the 

semester, after which a to-go meal will require presenting a used 

to-go container, $5, or a container token. Tokens will alleviate 

the hassle of carrying around dirty units, instead providing the 

option to return them at a convenient time and receive a token 

for the next to-go meal.”

Other grants were for a blood pressure monitoring station on 

campus; a third self-contained outdoor bicycle repair stand, this 

one near the Owen D. Young Library; a sports team captains’ 

leadership summit; a peer mentoring program for students 

who identify as LGBTQ; a new and safer oven for the Campus 

Kitchens Project, which works with Dining Services and local 

farmers to recycle leftover food into meals for approximately 

50 community residents a week; and the cataloging of a gift 

to the library of Chinese scholarly works. 

Innovation Grants Continue to Benefit University

Lanika Sanders '16, left, and Kealey Viglielmo '16 

display the to-go containers that have reduced the 

University's contribution to the waste stream.
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artin Luther King Jr. Day was officially 
observed two days before classes began 
in January, but, Laurentians simply deferred 
appropriate observances on campus to later 

that week. Surrounding the theme “Celebrate and Challenge,” 
events included:

n  A Gunnison Memorial Chapel Service of Song and Readings, “Let 
Freedom Ring,” featuring several St. Lawrence choirs (see the inside 
front cover for a picture from this festive yet solemn occasion).

n  A community service project, packing brown-bag lunches for 
deserving children in Canton.

n  Community-wide participation in the Race Card Project, 
which asks, “How would you distill your thoughts, experiences 
or observations about race into one sentence that only has six 
words?” (We will have more on this in our next issue.)

n  Creation of an online presence with the hashtag #LetsTalkSLU, 
“with the hope that the conversation will continue after the 
programming is done,” said Vice President and Dean of 
Academic Affairs Valerie Lehr in a campus announcement. 

Observances expanded into February, with a free “Noon in 
the Chapel” concert of music for Black History Month, from the 
evolution of spirituals to the Civil Rights Movement. The concert 
featured both organ and vocal performances.  

Simultaneously, the University Committee on Diversity and 
Inclusivity has instituted sub-committees to attend to the following:

n  Concerns on the part of students who feel marginalized or belittled 
in the classroom on account of their race, nationality or religion. 

n  Campus climate assessments, bias response plans, and ways to 
attract, retain and mentor diverse faculty and staff.

n  Curricular and co-curricular programming, such as events for 
Orientation, a symposium and programming in conjunction 
with Presidential Diversity Scholar award recipients. 

M

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Observed On Campus

UNIVERSITY PRESENTS NUMEROUS ACTIVITIES, EXPANDS WORK OF  
COMMITTEE ON DIVERSITY AND INCLUSIVITY

BY NEAL BURDICK ’72

PENALTY BOX: In our Winter 2016 issue we placed  
Jessica Chapman in the geology department. She is  
associate professor of statistics and the Grace J. Fipping-
er ’48 Professor of the Sciences. We regret the error.

http://www.stlawu.edu/news/
http://stlawu.edu/news
http://www.stlawu.edu/innovation-grants/
http://sharefaith.com/
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1968 Democratic presidential primary 
despite the fact that she had “lobbied 
Bobby Kennedy to get into the race,” 
she and McCarthy “were close friends 
and drinking buddies,” and she had 
“recruited a man she was in love with, 
Blair Clark, to sign on as McCarthy’s 
campaign manager.” 

But McGrory made no pretense about 
being “objective.” She wanted to help 
shape the debate and influence events. She 
died in 2004 and as she had requested, 
her tombstone has this simple inscription: 
“Newspaper Woman and Volunteer.” 

Stan Macdonald is a retired editor of 
the Louisville (Kentucky) Courier-
Journal. He has been a guest lecturer at 
St. Lawrence, where he has sponsored 
internships in journalism. 
 
HARRY REIFF, PART II

Daniel Reiff is the author of the second 
volume of a comprehensive biography 
of his father, legendary St. Lawrence 
professor of history and government 
1928-66. Teacher, Scholar, Mentor: St. 
Lawrence University’s Dr. Harry Reiff 
and His Family, 1938-1950 covers the 
professor’s classes and student research 
projects, campus events, his prolific 
regional activities and his scholarly work. 
Special attention is given to his daily 
letters that describe his behind-the-scenes 
work leading up to the formation of the 
United Nations. The book and 
its companion volume are available only 
through Brewer Bookstore, 
www.brewerbookstore.com.
 
For more notices of books by St. Lawrence 
alumni and faculty, go to www.stlawu.
edu/magazine.

of President John F. Kennedy and the 
Vietnam War. In 1975, she became the 
first woman to win the Pulitzer Prize 
for Commentary. The award was for her 
columns on the Watergate scandal, and 
it must have been extra satisfying because 
President Nixon had placed her on his 
“enemies list” and his administration had 
the IRS audit her tax returns.

Her life story is admirably told by 
John Norris ’87, a senior fellow at 
the Center for American Progress in 
Washington, D.C., in his engrossing 
and well-researched Mary McGrory: The 
First Queen of Journalism. The book has 
deservedly received favorable reviews.

In contrast with many of today’s 
pundits on cable news, talk radio and 
the Internet, McGrory did her own 
reporting, whether that meant slogging 
along the campaign trail in wintry Iowa 
or sitting through long Congressional 
hearings. Like other journalists of 
the time, she drew information from 
politicians not only by face-to-face 
interviews but also by drinking and 
partying with them. Up close, she would 
take the measure of her subjects, and this 
would inform her work like this sentence 
from her column after Robert F. Kennedy 
was shot to death while campaigning in 
1968: “His tragedy was not only that 
he had not achieved his full potential, 
but that uncertainties and pressures had 
prevented him from seeing what it was.”

Her approach, however, also raises 
questions about journalistic fairness 
and bias. Norris, who knew McGrory 
and clearly admired her, doesn’t explore 
these issues at length, but he does note 
problems, including her conflicts of 
interest. He writes that she covered Gene 
McCarthy and Bobby Kennedy in the 

LAURENTIAN
REVIEWS

MARY MCGRORY: THE FIRST  
QUEEN OF JOURNALISM
By John Norris ’87
Viking / Penguin Books, 2015
By Stan Macdonald ’65

When Mary McGrory broke into 
journalism in the 1950s, newspapers 
were flourishing but they were male-
dominated. Women were allowed to write 
book reviews and cover society events 
but were barred from news and opinion 
writing. McGrory, through the force of 
her personality, her drive and substantial 
gifts as an observer and writer, helped 
change all that.

She was a liberal and a Catholic and 
strongly rooted in her faith’s social justice 
teachings. For decades she regularly 
volunteered at a home for unwed mothers 
and their children. She didn’t consider 
herself a feminist, but she was a trailblazer. 
As a prominent syndicated columnist 
at The Washington Star and later at The 
Washington Post, her evocative writing 
over five decades captured the character 
of presidents and the drama and import 
of major events, including the Army-
McCarthy hearings, the assassination 

ing in the Year of the Monkey, included a Chinese cultural 
festival, at which Yi (Judy) Zhou ’16 and friends performed 
traditional music (4).

(5) At age 17, Colin Dowd ’16, plaid shirt, was diagnosed 
with a form of cancer so rare even his doctors didn’t have a 
name for it. While receiving treatment, he became famil-
iar with the St. Baldrick’s Foundation, which raises money 
for childhood cancer research. By the time he arrived at St. 
Lawrence, Colin had beaten cancer. He became involved with 
the Pre-Health Club’s annual “Clips for Cancer,” which raises 
money for St. Baldrick’s. This year, he recruited his men’s golf 
teammates to shave their heads for the cause – and persuaded 
Head Coach Mary Lawrence to take part, too. The team raised 
more than $10,500 for St. Baldrick’s; the entire event raised 
close to $13,000. n

ts name notwithstanding, most of Spring Semester 
plays out during winter in Canton, but winter has never 
stopped Laurentians from doing useful things and having 
fun doing them. Winter Weekend in January featured an 

Alumni Council and Parents Committee-sponsored “mocktail” 
event, at which students acquired tips on networking; a carnival 
for local kids (2); the movie Frozen; a clubs and organizations 
fair; a concert by student a cappella groups; and sports contests.

Earlier, Laurentians rallied behind the men’s hockey team as it 
climbed in the standings, with White Out Night inspiring a 4-2 
victory over Colgate in a nationally televised game.The Canton 
Dunkin Donuts store made some inspiring donuts (1) and in 
the Appleton lobby, the softball team did face-painting (3) to 
raise funds for their Spring Break 12-game road trip to Florida.

Further into February, Chinese New Year observances, usher-

I
Winter Album 

1

2

4 5

3

http://www.brewerbookstore.com/
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PROGRAMS FOR SPRING 2016

Vast Structures and Vast Data: The Arecibo Pisces-
Perseus Supercluster (APPS) Survey
 —Aileen O'Donoghue, Physics 

Beads, Bangles, and Glass: Historical, Archaeological, and 
Ethnographic Insights into Glass-Working in South India
 — Shinu Abraham, Anthropology

 

Introducing eSports (Electronic Sports) Analytics  
with League of Legends
 — Choong-Soo Lee, Mathematics, Statistics & Computer Science

Time in Health and Disease
 — Adam Fox, Psychology  

No Fooling the Statistical Analysis of Hockey
   — Michael Schuckers, Mathematics, Statistics 

& Computer Science

Managing Nature: Water, Plants, and Animals  
in Ancient Indian Art 
 — Chandreyi Basu, Art & Art History 

Under Pressure: Crushing Predation in the Fossil 
as Proxy for Variability and Intensity of Species 
Interactions in Ancient Ecosystems
 — Judith Nagel-Meyers, Geology 

ver wonder what your favorite professors are up to on 
the scholarship front? The list of topics presented at the 
St. Lawrence Faculty Café can give you a good idea. 

These events take place on campus periodically throughout 
each semester, and allow faculty members to share their work 
with each other in a relaxed setting. Part of the hope behind 
the gatherings, in the words of the organizers, is that they will 
“inspire lively discussion, helpful feedback and criticism, and 
interest in future collaborations across disciplines.”  
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BY NEAL BURDICK ’72

What Do Professors 
Talk About?

FROM SUPERCLUSTER STARS TO HOCKEY STARS, FACULTY SHARE THEIR RESEARCH IN A CASUAL SETTING

Bonus content! 
Mobile-friendly! 
Read and share with 
friends and family

I remember vividly how the skaters 

used to skate out wide to the side of the 

push handle in the back to get it to turn 

corners. I don't think these devices were 

used for outdoor rinks, as it would have 

been tough keeping the water in the drum 

from freezing.   —Henry Romer

It's a “pushboni.” It was fun watching 

the pushers turn it at each end of the ice.  If 

they got going too fast it was hard to turn 

but they needed some speed or they had to 

skate too hard.   —Bill “Wimpy” Walton ’65

You'd need several of these to resurface 

a full-size rink, and it's significantly slower 

than using a Zamboni.  —Leif Skodnick ’02

The trick was to match the flow out of 

the sprayers (controlled with the levers on 

the right side of the picture) to the opera-

tor's skating speed. Otherwise a uniform 

film of water would not be obtained.  

 —Dick Merkel ’64  

e received 54 responses, 
from classes spanning 
61 years and from as far 
away as Austria, from 
alumni, parents, friends 

and one unabashed Clarkson fan, to 
our “What the Heck Is This?” question 
accompanying the Archives photo in 
our Winter 2016 issue. That’s by far 
the most under the magazine’s current 
management, which began in 1977. 
Answers included salt spreader, liquid 
manure spreader and maple sap collector, 
but most people identified the device 
correctly as a manually operated precursor 
to the iconic Zamboni ice machine. 
Several called it a “flooder.” Many also 
pointed out that this particular specimen 
is missing a couple of key parts. 

Frank J. Zamboni & Co. personnel 
tell us St. Lawrence’s first Zamboni 
was delivered in 1957 (and as recently 
as about 10 years ago was still in use, 
at a civic arena in a town a few miles 
from Canton). Appleton Arena opened 
in 1951, so the picture was in all 
likelihood taken within that period.  
Below are selected and edited replies; the 
unabridged collection can found at  
www.stlawu.edu/magazine. 

W

Love That  
Ice-Maker!

THE WINTER ISSUE ’S “FROM THE ARCHIVES”
PICTURE ELICITS A BIG RESPONSE

BY NEAL BURDICK ’72

The entire thing was pushed by a couple 

of “rink rats” on skates.  —Ned Redpath ’65

It was followed by guys with squeegees 

to spread the warm water. We've come a 

long way with Mr. Zamboni's invention.   

 —Bob Riemer ’66

I used to see a similar device at another 

college ice rink where I grew up.  It was an 

event to see many students with shovels 

scraping the “snow” off the ice before the 

water was applied.  

 —Andrew Kloeckner P’17

It was with mixed emotions for some 

of us when the first Zamboni appeared on 

“our” ice.  —Art Edgren ’59, a “pusher”

In the old arenas in the days prior to 

sophisticated refrigeration, doors and 

windows would be opened to usher in cold 

air to help freeze the new water layer.    

 —Craig Sears ’72

It was an ice maker, not an ice cleaner. 

Guys pushed ice shavings off the rink with 

shovels with curved blades so it all ended 

up along the edges or behind the nets.  

 —Mark Consler ’64

It was quite an honor to prepare the ice 

between periods of games.   

 —Jim Butler ’55 

It brought back memories of outdoor 

hockey ice being frozen, shoveled and 

competed on. Watching hockey was so 

cold before arena days.  

 —Ann Smithers ’52

It was quite a chore smoothing the ice, 

coating it with water and then smoothing 

it out (again).   

 —Rod La Croix ’54

That is a Zamboni before there were 

Zambonis.  

 —Tom Coakley (SLU vice president, ret.)

ANNOUNCING 
THE NEW  
WEB EDITION 
OF THE  
ST. LAWRENCE 
MAGAZINE

www.stlawu.edu/magazine

http://www.stlawu.edu/magazine
http://www.stlawu.edu/magazine
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National News

BY WALLY JOHNSON

o to enough press confer-
ences following sports events 
and you are bound to hear a 
coach come out with the ad-

age that a team’s record tells where it has 
been and not where it is going.

When you get to the end of a collegiate 
athletic year, those records can tell an in-
teresting story. It could be one of growth 
and development, one of unachieved 
potential or perhaps one of promise 
derailed by significant injury.

 The National Association of Collegiate 
Directors of Athletics has established 
a Directors Cup, which is one, and 
perhaps the best, method of determining 
programmatic success. The cup, spon-
sored by Learfield Sports, awards 100 
points to teams that win NCAA cham-
pionships, with declining point values 
based on finish in those tournaments. 
Only 18 sports are counted in Division 
III, although in St. Lawrence’s case, 
its Division I hockey programs’ results 
may be counted toward its overall score. 
While St. Lawrence has fared well in 

the Learfield Cup, finishing consistently 
among the leaders in New York State and 
at or near the top of the Liberty League 
on a yearly basis, it would do even better 
could it count two of its most successful 

sports in recent years, riding and men’s 
squash, neither of which fits the formula 
because they do not produce NCAA-
sanctioned championships.

TOP TEN
St. Lawrence was 10th after the fall 2015 
rankings with 223 points. That marked 
the highest ranking for the Saints athletic 
program since the inauguration of the 
Learfield Cup competition in 1995-96 
and followed a fantastic fall in which five 
Saints teams made the NCAA playoffs. 
Both men’s and women’s soccer, men’s 
and women’s cross country and football 
participated in NCAA events, the most 
ever in a fall season and tied for second 
behind four years in which six teams 
participated in NCAA championship 
competition in the winter season.

The best-ever year for Saints programs 
based on NCAA participation was 2008-
09, when 12 teams qualified for NCAA 
fields. The cross country teams and men’s 
soccer made it in the fall; skiing (both 
Alpine and nordic), women’s track and 

Women’s cross country is just 

one of several St. Lawrence teams 

that have enjoyed considerable 

success over many years.

ST. LAWRENCE ATHLETES HAVE ACHIEVED REMARKABLE SUCCESS  
ON THE NATIONAL STAGE OVER THE LAST 40-PLUS YEARS.

G
have been 13 appearances in men’s indoor track, 10 in women’s 
indoor track, 18 in men’s outdoor track and 10 in women’s 
outdoor track.

As for the current successful sports that do not fall under the 
NCAA umbrella, riding has appeared in all but two Intercol-
legiate Horse Show Association national shows since 2005 and 
has two firsts and two seconds among those nine appearances, 
along with six national championships overall since 1971. The 
men’s squash team, established in 2000, has zoomed to the top 
of the national rankings. It finished second nationally last year 
and is ranked among the best again this season.

St. Lawrence teams have produced 52 national 
individual champions, four championship 
relay teams and NCAA champion-
ship teams in wrestling, soccer 
and swimming. They also have 
had nearly 400 athletes earn 
All-America honors.

The championships 
and opportunities to 
compete for them 
are indicators of an 
exceptionally healthy 
athletics program. 
The record com-
piled demonstrates 
that St. Lawrence 
has been some im-
pressive places. n

both men’s and women’s hockey and men’s and women’s basket-
ball qualified in the winter; and women’s track, men’s lacrosse 
and women’s golf participated in spring NCAA championships.

That has been the only year since the start of Division III 
championship competition in 1974-75 in which the Saints 
program has hit double digits in NCAA championship appear-
ances. St. Lawrence teams or individuals have participated in 
NCAA Division III championship competition every year since 
1974-75, some with astonishing regularity. Cross country com-
petes in a 40-plus team region and must finish in the top two 
for an automatic bid to the championships or top five for the 
possibility of an at-large bid. The men have made the NCAA 
field as a team in each of the last 10 years, while the women 
have gone to the championship race in the last nine years. 
 
REPEAT PERFORMANCES
While women’s soccer earned an at-large bid to the NCAA 
tournament for the first time since 1989, the men’s program has 
been to the NCAA tournament 20 times since its first appear-
ance in 1976. Other programs with significant participation in 
the “bid sports” include men’s hockey with 12 appearances since 
1952, men’s basketball with 12 appearances since 1975, and 
women’s basketball and men’s lacrosse, with 10 each.

In national championship event NCAA competition, NCAA re-
cords credit St. Lawrence with 36 appearances in skiing (men and 
women combined) since 1958, an “appearance” comprising a year 
in which the team scored in the championship. Wrestling made 
20 NCAA tournament appearances between 1975 and 1995, 
when it was discontinued, missing only the 1994 season. There 

ST. LAWRENCE TEAMS OR INDIVIDUALS HAVE 

PARTICIPATED IN NCAA DIVISION III CHAMPIONSHIP 

COMPETITION EVERY YEAR SINCE 1974-75.

ST. LAWRENCE 
TEAMS HAVE 

HAD NEARLY 400 
ATHLETES EARN 

ALL-AMERICA 
HONORS.
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ANOTHER MOVE 
As press time neared, it was announced that longtime 
Associate Director of Athletics Mike Howard '87 had 
been named director of athletics at SUNY Plattsburgh.
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Weekend to Remember Saints teams took down 
two opponents ranked number one in the nation in 
a span of hours on Feb. 12-13. In men's hockey, Brian 
Ward scored in overtime to lift the Saints to a 4-3 
win over Quinnipiac, number one nationally in men’s 
hockey. Lenard Puski’s 3-1 win sealed a 5-4 win for 
men’s squash over number one Trinity, ending the 
Bantams’ 27-match unbeaten streak.

Busy Lady Senior Marisa Turner won or helped 
win five events at the Liberty League Indoor Track 
and Field championship meet; for details, see the 
caption on page 12.  

Not Alone In addition to Turner, seniors Alison 

Scarf and Nick Crawford earned meet honors at the 
Liberty League Championships. Scarf joined Turner in 
helping the Saints to their seventh straight women’s title 
by winning the triple jump and finishing second in the 
long jump and hurdles. She was named Field Athlete of 
the Meet, while Crawford was the men’s Track Athlete of 
the Meet after wins in the 200 and 400 and running on 
the winning 4x200 and 4x400 relays.

It Took a New Zealander Mid-January saw first-year 
women’s hockey goaltender Grace Harrison hand eighth-
ranked Harvard its first shutout loss of the 2015-16 season 
with 24 saves. Harrison, from Auckland, New Zealand, 
earned ECAC Rookie of the Week honors after also tying 
Dartmouth 2-2. 

Saints cheers for these 
achievements in 2015-2016STANDING O
For more, go to www.saintsathletics.com

Facebook: facebook.com/saintsathletics Twitter: twitter.com/SLUsaints  

KEEP UP WITH YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS TEAMS!
For schedules, scores,statistics and more, visit saintsathletics.com

A planned change in head coaches of the 

Villanova football program has a distinct 

St. Lawrence flavor. Andy Talley, who will 

retire at the end of the 2016 season after 

31 years in the post, coached the Saints 

prior to 1985. He will be succeeded by one of his SLU players, 

his current assistant head coach, Mark Ferrante ’83. 

Talley will stay at Villanova through 2017 as special assistant 

to the athletic director. The winningest coach in school history, 

he holds a record of 221-133-1 through the 2015 season. He 

has guided the Division I Football Championship Subdivision 

(FCS) Wildcats to 11 NCAA playoff appearances, six conference 

championships, three national semifinal appearances and the 

2009 national championship. He has been named the nation's 

top coach three times.

In 1982, Talley led St. Lawrence to the Division III Lambert-

Meadowlands Trophy as the top team in the East. His 249 

combined career victories rank him eighth on the NCAA’s 

FCS active coaching list.

Ferrante, top, has been a Villanova assistant for 29 years, 

including 17 seasons as assistant head coach. In 2015, he was 

named the FCS Assistant Coach of the Year by the AFCA. He 

played quarterback for Talley before joining his coaching staff 

at St. Lawrence. Captain of the 1982 team that finished 10-1 

and advanced to the Division III national semifinals, he was 

named the Division III Player of the Year.

Laurentians Figure in Villanova Football Coach Transition

MARCHING IN
Senior Marisa Turner was an easy choice for Liberty League Indoor Track and Field 

Track Athlete of the [Championship] Meet: She won four individual events and anchored 

a relay win, with three of the individual events and the relay resulting in Liberty League 

Championship records. Turner, who was also named state Track Athlete of the Week and 

National Performer of the Week by the U.S. Track and Field and Cross Country Coaches 

Association, won the long jump in addition to setting records in the high jump and 

200- and 400-meters and anchored the record-setting 4x400 relay.

http://www.saintsathletics.com/
http://facebook.com/saintsathletics
http://twitter.com/SLUsaints
http://saintsathletics.com/
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Share a word, thing, place or phrase 
that you associate with St. Lawrence, 
beginning with the letter...”
This was the question we posed to 
the Laurentian community over the 
last several months, both on campus 
and on social media. Our goal? 
Put everyone’s answers together, 
in one place. What we didn’t 
expect were the many memories, 
stories and emotions our alumni, 
parents and students shared, too.  
Enjoy the responses spanning more 
than 55 years of graduates. You’ll 
experience St. Lawrence through the 
lens of several generations and get a 
sense of how much has changed yet 
how much has stayed the same. 

 Appleton Arena —Howard Rice Jr. ’93

You also said:

Adirondack Chairs 
   —Shannon Mattice ’93
Art and Art History
African-American Studies
Albino Squirrel —Ryan Karklin ’16 
Alma Mater —Janel Smith ’99
Arabic Studies
Augsbury —Cathy O’Hara ’93
Anthropology

ATO —Lori Strauss Bantz ’67 
Asian Studies
Adirondacks —Madeline Poole ’13 
Avenue of the Elms —Lyndsay LaBarge Malcomb ’10 
African Studies
Alumni (because no matter how far 
I travel, it’s never too hard to find a 
SLU connection. We’re everywhere!)
   —Samantha Brumley ’10 

COMPILED BY MEG BERNIER KENISTON ’07, M’09   ILLUSTRATED TYPOGRAPHY BY TAYLOR PEETS

“
SLU  A-Z
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Bacheller Memorial Chime
(or “Bells” for short) 
—Matthew Gardzina ’95

You also said:

Business in the Liberal Arts
Brush Art Gallery —Cathy Tedford
Beta Theta Pi —Charlie Isen ’18
Brewer Bookstore —Madeline Poole ’13  
Bewkes —Liz Miller ’17  
Beta Temple —Ryan Orvis ’17 
Biochemistry
Blackbird Café —Paige Friedlander ’16
Bob’s Special —Samantha Yee ’15  
Boonies —Wendy Zolto Smith ’73
Build Your Own Beliefs 
   —Stacy Banfield-Hardaway Millard ’08

You also said:

Frozen Four —Liz Miller ’17
5K Loop in the Woods 
   —Stacey Banfield-Hardaway Millard ’08  
First-Year Seminar, Francophone Cultures
   —Samiya Haque ’18 

F

B

C
Canaras 

You also said:

Caribbean and Latin American Studies 
Candlelight Service —Gillian Himes Hahn ’04
Civic Engagement

Dance Showcase

You also said:

Delta Delta Delta —Patricia Lally-Cahan ’78
Dana Brunch —Cara Sibley ’13  
Dean-Eaton —Lorna Nichols Hosley ’68, P ’98
Derby Days —Barbarajean Schaefer Blodgett ’72

Enchanted Forest —Nicholas Sirianno ’12

You also said:

Eggs-O-Larry from the Pub —Matthew Soden ’89
English   
Environmental Activism —Debbie Ali ’16
Economics 
Eben Holden —Samantha Jean Johnson
Environmental Sustainability —Barbara Beall P’15
Elsa Gunnison Appleton Riding Hall 
   —Liz MicCormick-Ingrim ’06
ECAC Hockey —Tracey Cross-Baker ’90
Estudios Hispánicos 

Candle in the Wilderness —Gillian Himes Hahn ’04
Chi Omega —Sarah Hunter Neapolitano ’95  
“Chipwich” ice cream sandwiches 
   —Jeff  Lemmer ’90 
Canadian Studies
Caribou Coffee —Kendall Wilson ’06
Catamount Lodge —Jamie Beckingham Rode ’98 
Carnegie —Lorna Nichols Hosley ’68, P ’98
Chemistry —Margaret Smith ’88
Chinese Studies   
Chicken Parmesan 
   —Courtney Goodridge ’15
(The) Clash 
   —Scott O’Connell ’87

“I am a first-year mom who sat at a hockey game 
in front of three St. Lawrence grads from the 1960s. 
I so enjoyed learning about the school through 
them. One came to Canton from Alabama ‘to see 
the snow.’ They are all about 75 years old. I think 
‘F’ needs to stand for ‘Friends Forever.’ ”     
   —Cathleen Creaser Marsh P’19, P’20 

D

First-Year Program 
St. Lawrence’s First-Year Program was a trailblazer 
nearly 30 years ago. The FYP “shakes the high school” 
out of new college students, forging lifelong bonds 
among first years in a living-learning environment.
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Herring-Cole 
   —Janel Smith ’99

You also said:

Home away from home —Jeff Lemmer ’90 
“Here we go, Saints!” —Liz Miller ’17
(The) Hill News —Josh Cameron ’15
History
Hockey

Gunnison Memorial Chapel
   —Daniela Stokes ’15
The chapel, always a favorite building, 
probably gained even greater stature 
after the devestating fire in 2013.

You also said:

Global Community —Nicole Eigbrett ’15
Gender and Sexuality Studies
Greek Houses —Debbie Ali ’16  
Going Abroad —Alex Stone ’11
Great Food —Robin Brizee LaPiere P’19
Government 
Grilled cheese and tomato soup at the Pub   
   —Tracy Weston ’01
Grasse River —Denise Carey Owens
“Gulick Theatre, where I spent many 
   hours working on sets and lights.” 
   —Tabitha Feldman DeHays ’95
Griffiths Arts Center —Janel Smith ’99
Global Studies
“Gaines, my first home on campus.”
  —Gabriela Milanove ’08
Geology 

G

You also said:

Kick it for a Cause
Kirk Douglas Hall —Liz Miller ’17
Kappa Delta Sigma & Kappa Kappa Gamma
   —Liz Miller ’17
KSLU —Janel Smith ’99 

You also said:

Legacy —Joan O’Brien-Law P’19
Laurentian for Life —Madeline Poole ’13
Lifelong Friendships —Jeff Lemmer ’90
Lampson Falls —Scott O’Connell ’87

K

Java Barn —Nicole Eigbrett ’15

Kenya Program —Claire Silberg ’15

M
Matriculation

You also said:

Music —Joan O’Brien-Law P’19
Mission (as in the University’s) —Calla Bassett ’76, P ’00
Multifield
Moving-Up Day —Barbarajean Schaefer Blodgett ’72

L
Laurentian Singers 

You also said:

Java Quad 
Johnson Hall of Science —Ana Estevez 
Jencks —Liz Miller ’17  
J-Term (“may it rest in peace”) 
   —Matthew Sodden ’89

J

You also said:

Ice storms, ice skating —Jeff Lemmer ’90
Italian Studies
Ives Society —Janel Smith ’99  
Irving Bacheller —Janel Smith ’99
International Economics

I
I-House —Florencia Soto

One benefit of the Kenya Program has been direct 
contact with native flora and fauna, below.
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You also said:

Newell Field House
Neuroscience
Northern Lights —Gillian Himes Hahn ’04
Native American Studies

P

North Country 

O
ODY Library —Nicole Bostic ’11

You also said:

Outdoor Program
Opportunity —Elizabeth Dawn Taylor
Outdoor Studies 

You also said:

Rugby —Jack Fitz ’04
Religious Studies
Riding 
Rebert —Nicole Bostic ’11
Romoda (College) Rules! 
   —Melissa Farwell ’00

Reunion

Q
(The) Quad —Matthew Soden ’89
Yes, we know it’s the Richard F. Brush ’52 
University Quad now, but we had to put 
something under “Q.”

You also said:

Student Organization Fair 
Singing Saints/ Sinners —Kraig Brooks ’86
Sociology 
Squash —Lulu Laubenstein P’15
Springfest —Cara Sibley ’13
Statistics
Sustainability —David Smith ’15
Study Abroad —Isabel Bogacz ’17
Sports Studies and Exercise Science 
Sunday Sundae —Molly Haskell ’15
Sykes —Michelle McElwaine-Abimbola ’95
Strawberry Breakfast at the Kappa Lodge
   —Barbarajean Schaefer Blodgett ’72

S
Squirrels —Ashleigh Lynn

Peak Weekend
The idea has been to put students on the tops 
of all 46 Adirondack 4,000-foot peaks on the 
same weekend. Sometimes, it works. 

You also said:

Pizza Rolls  —Matthew Soden ’89 
Pub Cookies —Amy McQuigge ’07
Performance & Communication Arts

You also said:

Traditions —Madeleine Poole ’13
Theme houses —Debbie Ali ’16

T
Treehouses in ODY Library
They’re second-story study carrels, and there are 
real trees in sight—inside the library—so why not 
elevate the discourse and call them treehouses?
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X

U
University Fellows  
The University Fellowship program provides 
funding and on-campus housing to students to 
work one-on-one with professors, utilize state-of-
the art laboratory equipment, travel for data 
collection or simply explore their own creative 
talents. About 40 students are selected each year.

You also said:

(The) Underground —Josh Cameron ’15

Y
Yurts

Giving St. Lawrence the distinction 
of having some of the “Coolest Dorms 
in America,” Adirondack Semester 
students live in yurts at the Arcadia 
Village on the shores of Massawepie 

Lake. Yurts (a word derived from central Asia, 
meaning “tent-like dwelling”) are 16 feet across 
and sleep three students, making them bigger than 
most college residence rooms. Surrounded by nature 
and completely cut off from civilization, the hardy 
students live on a 4,000-acre conservation easement 
with no running water and only the sun to power 
their village. Yet, they take a full course load and 
get to enjoy hiking in old-growth forests, climbing 
one of the 46 High Peaks or kayaking through 
crystalline waters. Students cook for each other, 
chop firewood and get to town once every other 
week to call home. Talk about extreme!

W

You also said:

X-grade

V
Victory Bell 
   —Jenna Street ’15

The Saints football 
team has been 
ringing it a lot in 
the last three years.

You also said:

Visit Day 
Vegan Ravioli at Dana 

Wintertime

You also said:

Waffle Wednesday 
  —Jenna Mead ’17
Wachtmeister Field Station
(where I spent afternoons alongside peers 
and faculty doing research in the environment 
we were studying.) —Samantha Brumley ’10

X-tra Ranch
Dressing
As condiments go, 
the choice is clear—
Dining Services 
can hardly 
keep this  
in stock.

Appleton’s beloved Zamboni, of course!
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tudents taking professor of economics 
Cynthia Bansak’s Monetary Policy course last 
fall got more than just a lesson on the Federal 
Reserve. They got to present to the Fed them-
selves on issues of monetary policy as part of 
the College Fed Challenge. 

The Fed Challenge is a competition designed 
to bring real-world economics into the classroom. Teams play the 
role of monetary policymakers by analyzing economic conditions 
and recommending a course for monetary policy. Last fall’s sce-
nario was a mock meeting of the Federal Reserve Board at which 
each “board member” was required to weigh in on whether or not 
the Fed should raise interest rates, which it did a month later.

As a former economist at the Board of Governors of the Fed-
eral Reserve System, Bansak no doubt greatly enhanced the 
students’ understanding of Fed policy during the course. How-
ever, the instruction didn’t stop in Hepburn Hall.

In mid-October, Bansak and Lynn Smith Fox, spouse of Presi-
dent William L. Fox ’75, who also served as a senior official of 
the Federal Reserve Board of Governors, took the students to 

New York City, where they presented to a number of St. Law-
rence alumni. It was an opportunity for the students to develop 
their presentation skills, discuss their understanding of monetary 
policy and receive feedback from those working in finance. 

One of those alumni was Tom Sapio ’88, who is a partner 
at Cantor Fitzgerald in Manhattan. While people can go to 
the Web to find just about anything, including information 
on monetary policy, Sapio said the St. Lawrence students im-
pressed him and his colleagues, including Harvey Goldsmith, 
their chief economist.

“They came to our office in New York and presented to me 
and several of my coworkers,” he said. “Then 10 days later, 
we did a Skype call (during which) they presented again to a 
boardroom full of Cantor reps. You couldn’t differentiate be-
tween the students and people in our industry for 15 years.”

In addition to Sapio, students presented to Chris Yoshida 
’00, head of global rate sales at Deutsche Bank; Vince Pacilio 
’84, executive vice president of global client management at 
The Bank of New York Mellon; Michelle Celestino ’90, senior 
managing director at First Republic Bank; John Steinhard ’75, 
founder and CEO of KLS Diversified Asset Management; and 
Dave Wiederecht ’78, president and CIO of investment strate-
gies for GE Asset Management.

Later in October, a select team of students returned to New 

York City to take part in the initial round of the Fed Chal-
lenge, where they competed against 40 colleges and universi-
ties and advanced to the semifinal round in the Liberty Street 
division—the first time St. Lawrence had advanced since en-
tering the competition in 2008. The final team that competed 
included Zane Belden ’18 of Queensbury, New York; Edward 
(Frazier) Bostwick ’17 of Katonah, New York; Phillip (Miles) 
Crump ’16 of Baltimore, Maryland; Sarah Pyc ’16 of Buffalo, 
New York; and Collin Shapiro ’16 of Greenwich, Connecticut.

Before heading to the semifinals on Nov. 16, the students 
continued to hone their presentation skills by Skyping into 
Sapio and others for their continued feedback.

“I really tried to stress to the students that they had studied 
and learned from Professor Bansak, that they should believe in 
their collective knowledge in this field and present to the Fed 
with that confidence,” Sapio said. “After they presented, one of 
my colleagues commented that they had the skill and knowledge 
of a real advisory company. For me, the best part was spending 
time with, getting to know and becoming friends with Profes-
sor Bansak and her students. This was a genuinely nice group of 

people, and I feel lucky to now consider all of them my friends.”
The team earned an honorable mention at the semifinal com-

petition, where Manhattan College and Pace University ad-
vanced to the finals. “They should be proud of themselves after 
reading the comments and receiving a near-perfect score of 19 
out of 20,” Bansak said.

Class member Kathleen Tuttle ’16, an economics major from 
New Canaan, Connecticut, said that instead of just learning in 
class, students actively came to their own decisions, prepared 
for their speeches and worked together as a team.

“The best part of working with alumni in New York City was 
having the opportunity to meet such smart, generous alumni, 
who were willing to give our class such thoughtful feedback on 
our Fed policy recommendations,” she said. “Training in New 
York also tested our presentation skills, networking abilities 
and knowledge, while it also expanded our horizons to what 
firms in the market are actually doing every day.”

Frazier, who served on the final team, agreed.
“The best part about the training in New York was the alum-

ni. It’s unbelievable how gracious they were to us,” he said. 
“They went out of their way to help us out. I felt pride for 
myself and in St. Lawrence when presenting in front of the 
alumni. This trip solidified my understanding of what it means 
to be a Laurentian for Life.” n

Persons of Interest

S

BY RYAN DEUEL

Alumni help students prep for the “Fed Challenge” panel on Federal Reserve interest rates

In front of the Federal Reserve Bank of 
New York, St. Lawrence’s College Fed 
Challenge team poses with Tom Sapio 
’88, a partner at Cantor Fitzgerald (left), 
and the bank’s chief economist, Harvey 
Goldsmith (bow tie). Team members 
are, from left, Collin Shapiro ’16, Philip 
(Miles) Crump ’16, Sarah Pyc ’16, Edward 
(Frazier) Bostwick ’16 and Zane Belden 
’18. The team received an Honorable 
Mention in the Challenge competition.
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portunity to be something.’ That’s when 
I realized how great an opportunity 
HEOP was giving me.”

Oscar’s first time on campus was for the 
HEOP Pre-First-Year Summer Session. 
The program crams a semester’s worth of 

stablished in 1969, the state-
wide Arthur O. Eve Higher 
Education Opportunity Pro-
gram (HEOP) is a partnership 

between New York State and its indepen-
dent colleges that helps economically and 
educationally disadvantaged state residents 
go to college. St. Lawrence was one of the 
first in the state to offer HEOP, and today 
has nearly 70 students enrolled. Funding 
comes from a state Education Department 
grant, a St. Lawrence University grant, and 
federal and state financial aid. 

Each HEOP program provides selected 
students with testing, pre-first-year 
summer programs, counseling, tutoring, 
coursework and financial assistance. As 
more students apply and grant money 
gets more competitive, programs are 
trying to differentiate themselves from  
the 57 others around the state. Many 
times in recent years, they have looked at  
St. Lawrence’s as a model. 

Staff members spend most of their days, 
nights, weekends and summers making 
sure they are available when students need 
them while teaching them to trust each 
other, themselves, and their instincts to 
figure out and navigate life’s problems. The 
result? A tight-knit group of Laurentians 

who can’t get enough out of their four 
years at St. Lawrence.  

“We don’t mentor them because we 
want them to be good college students,” 
says Bill Short, St. Lawrence’s HEOP 
director. “We mentor them because we 
want them to be successful in life.” 

“HEOP IS FAMILY”

Oscar Acevedo ’19 will never forget 
sitting in his high school guidance coun-
selor’s office the day he got the email from 
Short, telling him he had been accepted. 

“She said, ‘Oh my God, they want to 
take you!’” Oscar recalls. “We started 
jumping around. I ran around the 
school telling all of my teachers, ‘I got 
into my dream school!’” 

Oscar, who moved with his fam-
ily from the Dominican Republic to 
New York City in 2010, had decided 
to attend a community college close to 
home. But when St. Lawrence said yes, 
he couldn’t say no.

“I want to inspire my little brother 
and make my family proud,” he says. 
“When they found out I got in to St. 
Lawrence, they said, ‘You are going to 
a really great college. You have the op-

O
E

AN  ACCESS  PROGRAM  DOESN’T 

CHANGE ITS STUDENTS’ LIVES; 

IT EMPOWERS THEM TO DO 

THAT THEMSELVES.  

By Meg Bernier Keniston ’07, M’09

n a Monday evening in early October, 
the stresses of midterm exams, papers 
and projects are apparent on student 
faces across campus, but not in 

Carnegie 10, where nearly 60 students have gathered 
for a monthly meeting. Topics of discussion include 
academic planning, the upcoming class registration 
period, Mid-semester Break transportation schedules 
and budgeting. 

You might think, with topics like these, that the 
students are half listening, but not this group. They 
are smiling and taking notes. The upper-class students 
offer words of advice for the first-years. The first-
years eagerly ask questions. You can feel a palpable 
energy even as they receive their final instructions: 
Write thank-you letters to St. Lawrence donors. The 
students dig for pens, excited to tell Laurentians how 
appreciative they are. Several ask, “Can I write more 
than one?” 

Meet St. Lawrence’s HEOP students.

We don’t mentor 
them because we 

want them to be good 
college students.We 

mentor them because 
we want them to be 

successful in life.”
—BILL SHORT

St. Lawrence's Higher Education 

Opportunity Program students come from 

diverse backgrounds and localities across 

New York State, but they all say HEOP is 

challenging, fulfilling, and "family."

http://students.we/
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offered advice and 
answered questions. 
Crystal Vendrell ’12, 
special events coordi-
nator at the Visiting 
Nurse Association of 
Chittenden and Grand 
Isle Counties in Burling-
ton, Vermont, drove six 
hours round-trip to take part.

“Bill and Erin asked me if I’d 
come and of course I said yes,” Vendrell 
says. “I’ll drop anything to help them 
and help HEOP.”

hat’s the response HEOP 
alumni often give if Short 
or Colvin reaches out. From 
student and alumni gather-

ings in New York City, to events and 
panels on campus, the alumni come 
running. That’s because the relationships 
students develop with HEOP staff may 
be the most powerful attribute of St. 
Lawrence’s program. 

“What makes the St. Lawrence HEOP 
staff unique is the combination of profes-
sionalism and heart,” says Travis Proulx 
’04. “I have communicated with a lot 
of universities and HEOP programs, 
and I have rarely seen a staff that is so 
professional and demands as much from 
its students, yet at the same time, is 
so willing to give such a huge piece of 
themselves to their program.”

In high school, the idea of a college 
degree was foreign to Proulx. A North 
Country native, he didn’t know what a 
college degree would do for him. 

“On paper, I wasn’t someone who 
would succeed. I didn’t fit the mold of 
what America thinks is a typical college 
student,” he says. “But HEOP made it 
possible. HEOP is why I went to college.”

Despite early struggles, Proulx un-
covered the leader within himself at St. 
Lawrence, becoming, among other roles, 
president of Thelmo. After St. Lawrence, 
he received a master’s degree from the 
Graduate Center of the City University 
of New York. He has worked in strategic 
communications for state senators and 
the State Senate, the Cuomo Administra-
tion and now Environmental Advocates 
of New York. 

It’s all about perspective. We all come 
with different perspectives and learn from 
each other.’”

Since arriving at St. Lawrence, Iram has 
discovered her interest in environmental 
issues. Her friends are teaching her to 
swim, bike and longboard. She has a 
thirst for getting involved, for learning 
and for making St. Lawrence better. This 
is what Short and Colvin hope every 
HEOP student gets out of St. Lawrence. 
“We want our students to do everything 
and experience everything,” Short says. 

“During the summer program, we 
break down every dollar of funding we 
receive and explain how it’s spent, so they 
understand why this is all possible and 
who makes it that way,” he adds. 

Armed with that knowledge, HEOP 
students don’t waste any time getting in-
volved. Quevaughn, who plans to pursue 
law school after graduating in May, is a 
staff writer for The Hill News, a teaching 
assistant for a government course, treasurer 
of the government honorary Pi Sigma 
Alpha, and a member of the Black Student 
Union. He spent a semester on St. Law-
rence’s program in Trinidad and Tobago. 
With just a semester left, he still wants to 
find new ways to engage with different 
people, groups and ideas on campus.

“Through being involved in a lot of 
things, I’ve discovered all the skills that 
I have and how I can use them to better 
myself and help other people,” he says.

Because HEOP students are so heavily 
involved across campus, other students 
quickly learn about the program’s exis-
tence. Many students bring their friends 
to HEOP workshops, community service 
activities, family dinners and other gath-
erings, making what could sometimes 
seem like an exclusive club one of the 
most inclusive groups on campus.

“Each year, there are about 30 or 40 
other students who we call ‘Friends of the 
Family,’” Colvin explains. “We don’t turn 
people away. Everyone is welcome.”

LIFELONG MENTORS

During the 2015 summer program,  
St. Lawrence and Clarkson HEOP stu-
dents spent an afternoon with successful 
HEOP alumni who shared their stories, 

immediately, because this will be their 
home for four years,” she says. 

tudents say the jam-packed 
program can be difficult 
academically, but often brings 
out the best in themselves. 

“My summer program experience gave me 
confidence and helped build me up,” says 
Amanda Huebner-Lane ’17. “It challenged 
me to think critically and bigger than I 
had to in high school. It showed me I was 
ready for college-level courses.”

The summer program is also when 
the students learn they can rely on one 
another and why the upperclass group’s 
mantra is “HEOP is family.” It ends with a 
hike up Azure Mountain, which “symbol-
izes college, life and the struggles you go 
through in order to get to the top and 
reach your goals,” says Quevaughn “Q” 
Caruth ’16, a summer program mentor. 
“You might want to quit, give up and 
drop out, but you keep going” he says.” 
You can’t climb the mountain yourself. It 
takes the encouragement of others: People 
leading in front of you and the people 
behind you to support you when you’re 
tired. That’s what HEOP is.”  

EXPERIENCE EVERYTHING 
WITH EVERYONE

Iram Amin ’19 heard many school 
representatives say “liberal arts education” 
during her college search, but it wasn’t 
until she met Short that she understood 
what it meant.

“There was a pumpkin in the middle of 
the table and he asked me to imagine each 
of us drawing what we saw,” she explains. 
“He said, ‘You see something different and 
I see something different. Neither of us 
will be able to draw the whole pumpkin. 
We both have to share our perspectives 
with each other to get the whole picture. 

that has a community-based learning 
(CBL) component,” Colvin says. “We 
believe our students should commit to 
doing service projects early and often 
in their college careers. They enjoy it so 
much that outside of the service projects 
HEOP takes on throughout the year, 
many continue to do it through their 
courses and when they go back home.”

Colvin notes that St. Lawrence is 
also the only program in the state to 
coordinate lunch with more than 60 
faculty and staff during the summer 
session. “We do it because we want to 
connect our students with this community 

work into five weeks in July to help the 
students prepare academically, mentally 
and emotionally for the stresses that will 
come with a college course load in a new, 
unfamiliar place. Short and Assistant 
Director Erin Colvin M’11 ensure that 
it embodies important elements of the 
Laurentian spirit: serving the commu-
nity and building relationships with one 
another. 

“We are the only program in the state 

Calling All HEOP Students, 
Alumni & Friends!
The St. Lawrence HEOP program is 
getting ready to celebrate HEOP’s 
50th anniversary and a reunion is 
in the works for 2018. Stay up to 
date or get involved in organizing 
it by joining the “SLU HEOP and 
Friends” Facebook group.

Bubaccar Fofana 

’18 (left) has been 

sharing his love of rowing 

by recruiting his HEOP friends to the men’s 

crew team. After spending the summer 

learning how to swim, Muhammad Tunkara 

’18 (right) joined the squad, too. “One of 

our crew teammates is giving another 

HEOP member swim lessons,” Bubaccar 

explains. “Hopefully we’ll add him to the 

roster soon, too.”

Proulx rarely tells a St. Lawrence story 
that doesn’t mention Short, who he says 
is like a father figure for him and many 
other HEOPers.

“During the winter of my first semes-
ter, I had a headlight go out in my car,” 
Proulx explains. “In what became a typical 
response from Bill, he took me to the store 
to ensure I bought the right replacement. 
Then he taught me how to install it.”

Short and Colvin are known best for 
their honest and frank approach with 
students. They don’t sugarcoat anything 
when it comes to the realities of college 
and life. Their role is not to solve students’ 
problems for them. They are there to 
guide them and believe in them. 

When asked about the influence the 
staff has on their students, Short flips the 
script. “We are creating an opportunity 
and a place where students are going to 
thrive academically and personally, but 
we are not the reason they are successful,” 
he says. “Our student and alumni success 
stories are completely self-made.” n

On paper, I wasn’t someone who would succeed. I didn’t fit the mold 
of what America thinks is a typical college student. But HEOP made it 
possible. HEOP is why I went to college.” —TRAVIS PROULX ’04

TS
North Country native Amanda Huebner-

Lane '17 says HEOP's summer program 

"helped build me up."
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PHILANTHROPY IN ACTION

the session by explaining that “The goal of this program is to 
introduce students to all types of careers in Washington—not 
just those in government.” Walker observed that “your career 
is going to take lots of twists and turns; being in an industry 
that interests you and being somewhere physically that inter-
ests you are really what matters.” Fellowes told the students, 
“It really doesn’t matter right now that you don’t know exactly 
what you’re going to be. The key is to be passionate, dedicated 
and results-oriented so you’re successful in whatever you do.”

In response to the question “What do you want to see in 
future employees?” Fellowes replied, “Number one is demon-
strated interest in working for a firm or company or individual.” 
He added, “Pay attention to your resume. You don’t want 
grammatical errors.” Both he and Walker stressed the value 
of participating in internships. Walker added, “Think about 
what you want to do and how you need to spend your time 
at St. Lawrence to get there.” n

that Noah’s parents would be 
proud of our decision.”

The second reason was a desire 
to “pay it forward.”  Jean received 
significant financial assistance 
to attend St. Lawrence. She also 
received a scholarship to help 
pay for airfare, immunizations 
and other expenses related to the 
Kenya Program. She wouldn’t 
have been able to afford to attend 
St. Lawrence, let alone participate 
in the semester abroad, without 
this help. 

They explain, “We wanted to 
help other students in a similar 
situation, so we established 
the Noah and Jean Plotkin 
Kenya Travel Fund to allow 
any student who meets the 
requirements to experience 
one of the most amazing study 
abroad opportunities in the 
country without fear if financial 
restriction.

“We are happy to help the 
next generation of students have 
the same opportunities that we 
had, and to continue to make 
St. Lawrence a place where 
memories and futures are made,” 
the Plotkins conclude. n

We are proud Laurentians, 
and it has always been 

our intention to give back to the 
University that gave us so much,” 
say Noah ’05 and Jean Walker 
Plotkin ’05. “We owe a lot to 
St. Lawrence: our relationship 
(we met during our first year); 
our two wonderful children, 
Meredith and Sam; the amazing 
experiences we had both on and 
off campus; and even Jean’s first 
job out of college.” 

Last year, the Plotkins decided 
to give back to St. Lawrence, 
in honor of their 10th reunion, 
for two reasons. The first was a 
family tragedy. Noah lost both 
parents to cancer in 2013, and 
during his time of healing, he 
felt a strong desire to give to 
others, which was always a strong 
philosophy of his parents.

“The first place we thought 
of to give to was St. Lawrence, 
because it was a source of happy 
memories,” they say. “We 
wanted our donation to help 
make students’ lives easier, and 
(when we learned about) the 
St. Lawrence Fund Scholars 
Program, we leapt at it. We know 

BY NEAL BURDICK ’72

Their 10th reunion, in 2015, gave the Plotkin family the 

incentive to help St. Lawrence doubly, with a gift to the  

St. Lawrence Fund Scholars Program and by establishing 

the Noah and Jean Plotkin Kenya Travel Fund.

Noah ’05 and  
Jean Walker Plotkin ’05 

LOREM IPSUM DOLOR SIT AMET, CONSECTETUR ADIPISCING ELIT,  
SED DO EIUSMOD TEMPOR INCIDIDUNT 
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PROUD LAURENTIANS AID STUDENTS IN MULTIPLE WAYS IN HONOR OF 10T H REUNION YEAR

S
ABOUT THE ST. LAWRENCE FUND SCHOLARS PROGRAM

cholarship support makes today's St. Lawrence experience accessible to talented students of high academic 
promise. Through the St. Lawrence Fund Scholars Program:

•  Your gift of $5,000 or more creates an unrestricted scholarship named in your honor that will be awarded to a 
deserving student, who will be encouraged to establish a relationship with you.  

•  Your pledge of $5,000 or more for an additional three years will prompt us to do our best to match you with the  
same student throughout his or her St. Lawrence experience.

For more information, visit alumni.stlawu.edu/scholarsprogram or contact Beth Dixon ’10, ecdixon@stlawu.edu  
or 315-229-5077.

Many alumni have helped make SLU Connect-DC a success in 
only its second year. For a list of those, and more pictures, go 
to www.stlawu.edu/magazine. If you are interested in taking 
part, please contact Associate Director of Career Services 
Carleen Pallante, cpallante@stlawu.edu or 315-229-5957.

BY NEAL BURDICK ’72

s part of January’s SLU Connect-
DC program, three alumni took 
part in a “fireside chat” with St. 
Lawrence sophomores and juniors: 
from left facing the camera, Willy 
Walker '89, chairman and CEO of 
Walker & Dunlop, one of the larg-
est commercial real estate finance 

companies in the United States; moderator Jennifer Curley 
Reichert ’90, University trustee and president and CEO at 
The Curley Company Inc.; and, hand raised, Matt Fellowes 
’97, CEO of HelloWallet and an acknowledged expert in 
consumer finance. 

The program, as described in a story by participant Mariah 
Dignan ’16 in the Spring 2015 St. Lawrence, brought 33 stu-
dents to Washington, D.C., for five days in early January, “for 
networking events, site tours and visits, and alumni-run panel 
discussions.” Among locations visited in 2016 were Capitol 
Hill, the State Department, the World Bank and the FBI, at 
each of which Laurentians acted as hosts. 

The fireside chat focused on career advice. Reichert, who 
with Trustee Mike Arpey ’85 has been a major on-site or-
ganizer and generous supporter of the program, introduced 

A
Making DC Connections

WASHINGTON ALUMNI GIVE STUDENTS INSIDE-(AND OUTSIDE)-THE-BELTWAY CAREER TIPS

mailto:ecdixon@stlawu.edu
http://alumni.stlawu.edu/scholarsprogram
http://www.stlawu.edu/magazine
mailto:cpallante@stlawu.edu
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BRUSH QUAD  
NAMING OPPORTUNITIES
Trustee Emeritus Richard F. Brush ’52’s gift of $2 million  
(St. Lawrence, Winter 2016, page 30) has created a “Gateway 
to the Quad” and added support to the University’s endowment. 
He made the gift in honor of his brother and Trustee Emeritus 
John D. “Jack” Brush ’50, and in honor of his lifelong St. 
Lawrence friends the late Bill Davis ’50 and Bill Caldwell ’50. 
In honor of this gift, the Quad has been named the Richard 
F. Brush ’52 University Quad.

Additional naming opportunities are still available for the  
following areas:

Promenade: $500,000
Quad Wall: $250,000
Residence Hall Patio: $250,000

For more information: Thomas R. Pynchon, 
tpynchon@stlawu.edu or 315-229-5583. 

THE JOHN MEAGHER  
ENDOWMENT FUND CHALLENGE
Many St. Lawrence University students rely on the Office of 
Disability and Accessibility Services to help them navigate the 
unique challenges they face in college, whether they need special 
software technology that converts text to speech, or work with tutors 
and professional staff on learning patterns. These are just a couple of 
ways in which students with documented disabilities or accessibility 
needs use this important campus resource. In recognition of the 
important service this office provides, and in honor of the retired 
director who established it, St. Lawrence seeks to raise $1 million 
to establish the John Meagher Endowment Fund.

Several St. Lawrence alumni, parents and friends have stepped 
forward in support of this important effort. Thanks to their 
generosity, we now have more than $603,000 in gifts and new 
commitments secured.  We hope that you will join them in 
supporting this important fund. 
To learn more: Chad Tessier, ctessier@stlawu.edu  
or 315-229-5519.

SUPPORT THE  ST. LAWRENCE FUND
OUR DISTINCTION IS OUR LAURENTIAN PRIDE
A St. Lawrence degree is a hard-earned badge of distinction, and we 
think the alumni giving participation rate should be a source of pride, 
as well. Last fund year, just 27 percent of our alumni made a gift to 
St. Lawrence.  Among our New York State peer schools, we are near 
the bottom of the list. If all alumni who made a gift in the last five 
years gave this year, we would celebrate 47 percent alumni support 
and our placement among peer schools would have us near the top, 
where we belong.  
YOUR GIFT MATTERS.

Alumni support helps students collaborate with expert faculty and 
engage with Laurentian networks. Innovation is at the forefront of their 
academic experience, creating a highly marketable graduate and show-
casing the exceptional value of a St. Lawrence education.  

To make your gift, call 1-888-758-4438 or visit alumni.stlawu.
edu/givingoptions.  Thank you!  
EVERY LAURENTIAN.  EVERY YEAR.  EVERYONE COUNTS.  

1

BY NEAL BURDICK ’72

t. Lawrence squash players, coaches, classmates and 
friends gathered in the Robie Squash Center on 
January 30, 2016, for the dedication of the Dordel-
man Championship Court. Above, Bill Dordelman 
’84, left, and Sally Black Dordelman ’84 happily 
unveiled the plaque, which reads, “Dordelman 

Championship Court / Named in honor of / Bill ’84 and Sally 
’84 Dordelman / Proud supporters of Saints Squash / and St. 
Lawrence University.” Behind them are President William L. Fox 
’75 and Director of Intercollegiate Athletics and Recreation Bob 
Durocher M’94, who both offered thoughtful remarks.  Right, 
the Dordelmans were welcomed and thanked by squash team 
captains Tim Lasusa ’16, center, and Emily Terry ’17.

The Dordelmans, of Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania, live in what 
Sally Dordelman called “a perennial hotbed for elite squash 
players” in a Spring 2015 St. Lawrence article. “We hope that 
the association of our name with the squash court (will) be 

S
Dordelman Championship 

Court Dedicated
SQUASH COURT NAMED FOR MAJOR SUPPORTERS OF THE UNIVERSITY

helpful in student recruitment,” she said. Bill Dordelman, 
longtime senior vice president and treasurer at Comcast Corp., 
added that the family “wanted to be part of the ongoing 
progress around campus.” n 

RISE TO THE TOP
If all the alumni who made a gift in the last five years gave this year,  

we would achieve 47% participation—and be near the top of this list.

(data as of July 30, 2015)

48%

44%

34%

29%

27% Æ

HAMILTON

COLGATE

UNION

HOBART & 
WILLIAM SMITH

ST. LAWRENCE

mailto:tpynchon@stlawu.edu
mailto:ctessier@stlawu.edu
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hris Fernandez ’15 grew up 
in a tough part of the Bronx, 
facing an uncertain future. 
Some of his friends hung 
out after school and got into 

trouble. He joined an after-school squash 
program and got into St. Lawrence, where 
he played baseball and captained one of 
the country’s best collegiate squash teams. 

Today, Fernandez is back home as the 
director of squash for the after-school 
program that helped him, CitySquash. 
He’s trying to help other kids stay out of 
trouble and go to college. 

“A lot of my friends joined gangs and 
some girls had babies before they were 
even freshmen in high school,” he said. “I 
wouldn’t necessarily have taken the same 
path, but I was lucky to have CitySquash.”

CitySquash, in the Belmont neighbor-
hood of the Bronx, serves 180 local youth. 
It recruits from Thomas C. Giordano 
Middle School and from P.S. 205, Fiorel-
lo LaGuardia, both serving a low-income 
demographic. “It’s not uncommon for our 
families, when they report household in-
come, to say $20,000,” said the program’s 
executive director, Terence Li.  

As a kid, Fernandez made it through a 
rigorous, months-long trial period to earn 
a spot on CitySquash’s team. “After the first 
two weeks of tryouts I kind of liked it,” he 
said. “I was very competitive so I started no-
ticing I was a bit better than the other kids.”

The next thing he knew, he was falling 
in love with the game. “I would say after 

two more weeks, I was sold,” he said.
Squash was Fernandez’s ticket to new 

opportunities. In middle school he out-
paced his peers in the classroom and 
wasn’t challenged academically. “Where 
we lived wasn’t a good area,” he said. His 
mother, Diomeris Fernandez, is thankful 
for CitySquash. “Squash kept Chris busy 
and taught him discipline,” she said.  

Squash also helped Fernandez earn 
scholarships to boarding school and at-
tract attention from colleges. He spent 
eight years away from the Bronx, return-
ing only on holidays. “When I came back 
from St. Lawrence for my first time fresh-
man year, there was a whole group of kids 
who had families. They had wives, they 
had kids. It was mind-blowing,” he said.  

Fernandez, who majored in performance 
and communication arts and minored in 
sport studies and exercise science, would 
like to have a family one day. But in the 
meantime, he wants to start his own urban 
squash program. “My ultimate goal is to 
create a bunch of young CitySquashers who 
will someday rule college squash,” he said. 

In his words, he wants to groom kids 
to be like himself, but better. His moth-
er thinks he turned out fine. “Thanks to 
squash, my son is a professional with an 
education, and not a street kid. I owe a lot 
to squash,” she said. n

Megan Cerullo is a freelance writer 
based in Brooklyn. She played squash 
for Brown University.

C

City to College  
to City

BY MEGAN CERULLO

SQUASH WAS HIS TICKET—NOW HE’S PASSING THE TICKET ON

My goal is to create 
a bunch of young 

CitySquashers who 
will someday rule 
college squash.”

CHRIS FERNANDEZ ’15 P
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BY P. JAY FLEISHER ’61

ith initial interest in 
civil engineering, I 
signed up for all the 
appropriate courses, 
including one that 

was required, Introduction to Geology. I 
didn’t know it was taught by one of the 
most highly respected professors on cam-
pus, the legendary Dr. Robert O. Bloom-
er, chairman of the geology department. 

Revered by men and avoided by women, 
“Doc” Bloomer’s masculine persona radi-
ated like a beacon. His charming Virginia 
drawl was as fresh as the day he’d arrived 
in the North Country 35 years earlier. 
Warm eyes balanced a rugged face framed 
by a gray crew cut. A gravelly smoker’s 
cough rattled when he laughed. When circumstances 
dictated disapproval, his laser-like glare penetrated 
and a conspicuous hush followed. There was never 
a doubt. He was in control. He was the benevolent 
dictator of academia.    

On that first day of class, he shot an engaging smile 
to us as he entered Hepburn 38. He briefly organized 
skimpy notes on the lectern, bade the class “good 
morning” and launched into what sounded like pure 
poetry, never once consulting his notes.  

His lectures were mesmerizing: eloquent and thor-
oughly professorial. In spite of his rugged appearance, 
his Southern accent conveyed a friendly appeal. Lin-
gering hand gestures and an occasional expletive were 
added for emphasis. 

The class was riveted. He was a master at communi-
cation. He knew his subject, knew his audience, and 
knew how to keep our attention. No wonder he com-
manded such respect.  

It was during his lectures that my future was decided. 
I knew right then and there, I would be a geologist.

As it turned out, his propensity to swear 
on occasion (but only to bring the subject 
into the student realm) was what led him to 
bar women from majoring in geology.  Not 
because he disliked women or didn’t respect 
their abilities, but rather because Southern 
culture frowned on cussing in the presence 
of a lady, and he didn’t want to embarrass 
himself or the lady.  Besides, geologists “get 
dirt under their finger nails,” and that vio-
lated his concept of a lady.  So, as depart-
ment chair, his opinion was policy: women 
were not allowed to major in geology. Even-
tually, external pressure prevailed. He ad-
justed his vocabulary, altered his Southern 
stereotype, and allowed “coeds” in.
   He was a formidable mentor to his majors. 

From my era, Peter Lessing ’61, Andy Nevin ’61, Uldis 
Jansons ’61, Norm Smith ’62 and I were among the 
significant number to go on to earn Ph.Ds. We would 
concur—Bloomer was the quintessential professor.

Later, as a relatively new assistant professor of geol-
ogy at SUNY Oneonta, I reported to Doc Bloomer 
with enthusiastic pride the things I hoped to accom-
plish. With characteristic candor and solemn hon-
esty, he drew close, looked me straight in the eye and 
said, “Don’t you tell me what you’re gonna do, boy! 
You tell me what you’ve done!” With that I knew his 
expectations were indisputable. I credit Doc Bloomer 
for launching me on my career and remaining my 
mentor through 40 years of college teaching. n

The Bloomer Years

We welcome your submissions for “First-Person.” They should be no more than 500 words and should connect with an 
aspect of your lifelong experience with St. Lawrence University. For consideration, please email nburdick@stlawu.edu.

FIRST-PERSON

“Flogger” Fleisher is distinguished teaching 
professor emeritus at SUNY Oneonta, hav-
ing retired in 2007. He continues to con-

duct research in cold-weather environments. Chapin 
Professor Bloomer taught at St. Lawrence in 1944 and 
from 1948 until retiring in 1972. He died in 2004.
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He was a 
master at

 communication.
He knew 

his subject,
his audience
and how to 

keep our 
attention.

w

ON SOCIAL MEDIA

#SLUfamous
 we asked, you answered: Want to help us celebrate our oldest alumna’s birthday? 

Between creative handmade cards 
and wildly colorful Snaps, we sent 

Helena Livermore Claxton ’27 
109 birthday wishes in February—

one for each year!

Are you on Snapchat? We are, too! Follow “stlawrenceu” for more exciting Laurentian moments.

http://ph.ds/
mailto:nburdick@stlawu.edu


1949
Jim Roselle, with Steve 
Anderson ’61
2 Orchard Road, W.E. 
Jamestown, NY 14701
716-488-1773
sanderson@magsf.us
Next Reunion: 70th, 2019

Jim Roselle has a daily morn-
ing radio show at WJTN in 
Jamestown, N.Y., and conducts 
interviews of all the major 
speakers and authors appear-
ing at the Chautauqua Institu-
tion. He writes, “Our class news 
in this magazine is one way to 
keep together. Hope you will 
consider writing to me.

A sportscaster as a student, 
Jim recalls, “Through the pio-
neering efforts of KSLU, 
we were able to remote broad-
cast our 1948 football game 
at Gettysburg, played to a 7-7 
tie. The next year, we had a 
great team under Coach Paul 
Patten. When we crushed the 
University of Rochester 52-6, 
it was our sixth straight win. 
Clarkson-vs.-SLU hockey was 
really competitive; in the first 
two games of that year they 
won the first and we won 
the second. 

“Would love to hear from 
you, to keep the Class of 1949 
flame burning.”

1951
Janet Tag O’Loughlin
510 Lake Dornoch Drive
Pinehurst, NC 28734
910-246-6415
jtolonlake@nc.rr.com
Next Reunion: 65th, 
June 2-5, 2016

As we approach our upcom-
ing 65th Reunion in June, I do 

Former Class Reporter Jane 
Amer “Amy” Wolf died in 
February; there will be more 
in our next issue.     

1946
Ann Miller Hilchie
7720 Indian Oaks Drive
Apt. I-309
Vero Beach, FL 32966
772-562-2149
hilchann@aol.com 
Next Reunion: 70th, 
June 2-5, 2016

Our 70th reunion, is it pos-
sible? Unfortunately, I won't 
be able to make it. If you do, 
please tell me all about it and 
I will share it with our class.

Al Bingham says he is lone-
some without his wife, Ginny 
Bailey Bingham. Al was so 
devoted to her during their 68 
years of marriage, especially 
caring for her the past 10 years 
after her stroke.

Janet Kellogg Johnson '44 
is very active and happy in 
the retirement facility in Lake 
Lanier, Ga., part of the same 
organization where I live in 
Florida. This year there were 
two new babies in her family; 
total great-grandchildren is 
now 15. 

We send our sympathy to the 
family of Dr. James Harrington, 
retired ophthalmologist. He 
passed away last November.

For 2016, make a late resolu-
tion to send word to me. It 
doesn't have to be exciting; 
just touch base.

1945
Helen Aitchison Ellison
1405 Greenbriar Lane
West Grove, PA 19390
610-345-0908
hhellison@aol.com
Next Reunion: 75th, 2020

NAVY NOTES:  Bell Herndon 
’47 and Jean entertained 
Jordan Walker of the SLU an-
nual giving staff when Jordan 
was at an alumni gathering 
in Washington, D.C. They had 
lunch at the Officer's Club, of 
which Bell is a member, and 
enjoyed talking about Bell's 
time in the Navy. Bell is looking 
forward to his 70th reunion 
in 2017, and hopes that Fred 
Zito ’47 and Paul Durkin will 
join him. Paul keeps the Navy 
Computer Loop going with 
many "forwards" about differ-
ent subjects.  Walt Hluch ’47N 
sent the Loop a notice of the 
passing of Bernard “Barney” 
Martin. Barney was married to 
Jean Hannon. For more, see 
“In Memory.”

Sorry to report that Elfrieda 
Lott Sobernheim also died 
recently. Elfie was active in the 
German Club in college and 
then worked in Washington, 
D.C., where she met and mar-
ried Manfred Sobernheim. 

1944
Next Reunion: 75th, 2019

Class reporter Richard Spooner 
died last fall; for more, see 
“In Memory.” For information 
about becoming a reporter for 
the class, please contact Joe 
Keniston ’05, 315-229-1858 or 
jkeniston@stlawu.edu.

Platt Wheeler sent the alumni 
office a copy of a Hill News 
clipping about alternative liv-
ing arrangements he and some 
friends made upon returning 
to St. Lawrence from World 
War II service and discovering 
a shortage of housing. Platt, 
the late Bob Parker ’47 and 
Clayton Lovejoy had families, 
and they found accommoda-
tion in what they dubbed 
the “Beta Annex” on College 
Street. This was actually a 
temporarily unused “Aggie” 
fraternity that the three rented 
for a total of $15 a month for 
a semester.

hope that we will have at 
least a sprinkling of hardy 
souls traveling back to the 
North Country.

I received a note from Daniel 
Reiff, the son of Dr. Harry 
Reiff, professor of history and 
government at St. Lawrence 
and one of our most admired 
and sought-after teachers. 
Those of us fortunate enough 
to attend his lectures should 
enjoy Daniel's book about his 
father's contributions to the 
school. Prof. Reiff also was 
directly involved, as an expert 
in international law, in writing 
the United Nations charter, 
and in setting up the first 
UN conference. Daniel's book 
is available through the 
Brewer Bookstore.

As many of you recall, our 
Class of 1951 Scholarship was 
established for our 25th re-
union. We have supported nu-
merous students with financial 
assistance, and, again this year, 
our recipient is Joseph Parise 
’16 from Pine Bush, N.Y. He is a 
psychology major, and, follow-
ing graduation and venturing 
to places far from Canton, 
hopes to work in a research 
lab, gaining experience in a 
field related to psychology/
neuroscience. We hope that 
his time at school has been 
rewarding, and wish him well. 
It is satisfying to know that our 
contributions have been in-
strumental in helping someone 
a scant 60 years younger than 
we are!

I received a nice Christmas 
note from Don Knies and 
Maureen. Their life in England 
and trips to continental 
Europe seem pretty exciting 
to an old stay-at-home in 
North Carolina!

1952
Barbara Robertson Mitchell
9 Pepperidge Road
Morristown, NJ 07960
973-267-9542
barmitchell@msn.com
Next Reunion: 65th, 2017
 
Harold Dean holds the Guin-
ness World Record for oldest 
ice hockey player, according 

to a December article in the 
Darien Times. A former Con-
necticut Superior Court judge, 
he plays with the Puckaneers 
in Oldsmar, Fla., three or four 
times a week, he told the pa-
per. Earlier in 2015, the former 
Saints player and Air Force 
veteran competed in the USA 
Hockey National Champion-
ships in the Over 70 division, 
and in a Goals for a Cause 
charity tournament for seniors. 
In 2000, he was on the Central 
Ontario team that won the 
CARHA World Cup, reportedly 
the largest international recre-
ational hockey tournament 
for adults.

MaryLou Cole Attarian has a 
beagle to walk with and does 
a lot of reading in her lovely 
home, Homestead, in Chapel 
Hill, N.C. Her son, David, is 
nearby, still doing hips and 
knees at Duke University. 

Betty Bellois Sherer was 
delighted to have all of her 
children and five grandchildren 
together with her and Steve 
for Christmas. I, too, was lucky: 
my daughter Betsy Mitchell 
Sundin '89 and family were in 
Jacksonville, Fla., with my son 
Duncan and his family.  

Ed Pflugheber reads and 
hunts sometimes. Wife Joan 
Hansen '53 keeps busy with 
Kiwanis work. They remain 
near Watertown, N.Y.

Don Laidlaw is busy working 
on the next verse of our class 
song for our reunion in 
June 2017. 

Hank Larsen and Eleanor 
are in retirement housing in 
Naples, Fla., and doing well. 
We all remember Hank 
playing tennis. 

Bob Scott, in New Hampshire, 
also still plays tennis as well as 
squash, which his granddaugh-
ters play. One is at Middlebury 
and one at Princeton.
 
Sorry to say that Jane Hallock 
Shroads passed away on 

November 11, 2014. Many of 
you will remember her as the 
first writer of our Class Notes. 
She was a member of Alpha 
Delta Pi, an ROTC sponsor, 
worked at KSLU and was 
president of the Spanish Club. 
She married Jim Shroads after 
her first husband died; I visited 
them when they lived in Penn-
sylvania on my visits to my 
brother. They enjoyed art and 
music, especially the piano. 

Melvin W. Yost died a year ago 
in May; he was memorialized in 
a previous issue. Mel always of-
fered to help me with reunions, 
and we emailed each other 
over the years.
 
I hope you all had a great win-
ter and wish you a wonderful 
healthy summer. Bob Bruce, if 
you are running still in my area, 
please let me know when 
and where.

1953
Lois Shaver Wells
PO Box 22
Ogdensburg, NY 13669
518-312-5913
bigdeerpond@gmail.com 
Next Reunion: 65th, 2018

Ruth Rundquist Meyer and 
Dick remain very busy with 
their music endeavors. Ruth 
plays the viola in a quartet and 
a small chamber orchestra.

Joan Hansen Pflugheber and 
her older sisters, ages 91 and 
93 (!), traveled to Cape Cod 
and Maine a few months ago. 
In September, Joan and 

Ed '52 welcomed their fifth 
great-grandchild.

Julia Whitcomb Glass 
sends greetings.

Daniel Reiff, son of Prof. Harry 
Reiff, who many of us remem-
ber, has published another 
book about his father. The 
academic year 1949-1950 is 
covered in 37 pages of Chap-
ter 8 of Teacher, Scholar, Men-
tor: St. Lawrence University's 
Dr. Harry Reiff and his Family, 
1938-1950.  The book, which 
has an illustration section 
with many photographs, is 
available only at Brewer 
Bookstore at St. Lawrence 
(www.brewer bookstore.com 
or 315-229-5460).

1954
Frank Shields
16 Seward Street
Glens Falls, NY 12804
518-745-1775
fmshields@roadrunner.com
Next Reunion: 65th, 2019 

The Christmas season always 
manages to get us feeling 
good when the greeting cards 
start flowing in. One of the 
sorrowful notes is the passing 
of familiar names from the list 
of Laurentians we have grown 
to cherish.

Classmates heard from this 
time included Gordon Evans, 
Judy Openshaw Findeisen, 
Ray Fryer and Janice, Wad-
die Kalil and Judy, Janice 
Shonka ’56 and Dave Karlen 
(who died in January; see 
“In Memory”), Rod La Croix 
and Priscilla, Harry Leigh and 
Lindsay, Sistie Sime ’55 and 
Tom Lewis, George Miller and 
Dolores, Jack Palmer and Sue, 
Joyce Sullivan ’55 and 

CLASS     NOTES

For information about becoming a reporter for any class prior to 1940, please contact Joe Keniston, 315-229-1858 or jkeniston@stlawu.edu.

You on You: This is your 
half of the alumni magazine. 

Be part of it–send news 
to your class reporter.
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No Notes?
Classes that do not appear either did not receive any 
news, or lack a class reporter. To submit news, find 
your class reporter’s contact information by 
visiting alumni.stlawu.edu/classnotes and clicking 
on the appropriate decade. To volunteer to be a class 
reporter, contact Joe Keniston, jkeniston@stlawu.edu 
or 315-229-1858.

mailto:sanderson@magsf.us
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Piseco Lake in the southern 
Adirondacks and winters in 
Washington, D.C.        
 
Sue Rich Parker and Jim live in 
an apartment not far from the 
home Jim built with his own 
hands in Sioux Falls, S.D. That 
unplanned move resulted from 
a fall not long after her 80th 
birthday celebration, which I 
attended. Having already con-
sidered downsizing, they 
were prepared. 
 
Merle Ace and Joan of North 
Vancouver, B.C., celebrated 
their 80th and 75th birthdays 
in Paris. They spent two weeks 
in the Marais District with 
overnight excursions to the 
Loire Valley and Strasbourg. 
They enjoy getaways at their 
cabin on a lake, camping in the 
Rockies and skiing at Whistler. 
They keep in touch with 
Keith Ehrenreich.

George Aney notes that 2017 
will be our 60th Reunion year. 
He suggests it may be the last 
reunion that many of us might 
be able to attend. We could 
make it a great celebration. 
He states he will be there, fully 
realizing that were it not for 
St. Lawrence he would not be 
living as he does.

We note the passing on 
September 2, 2015, of 
Jay T. Perkins.

Those who studied govern-
ment and history with Dr. 
Harry Reiff may be interested 
in the second volume of the 
biography of him recently pub-
lished by his son, Daniel. It is 
available at Brewer Bookstore.
 
My study of hieroglyphics is in 
stall mode. Now I am knitting 
wool scarves for Syrian 
refugees. Slowly.

her two sons and daughters-
in-law. Back home in Corona 
Del Mar, Beth planted a tree in 
her yard.
 
David Bunis celebrated his 
80th birthday with his entire 
family in the Sahara Desert, to 
the sounds of tribal drum-
mings. They were in Casablan-
ca, the Atlas Mountains and 
Marrakech. Dave noted the 
friendliness of the people, the 
good food and the shopping 
in the medinas.
 
Bill Wellman and his wife, Kay 
Logan '58, spent New Year’s in 
Quebec City in a snowstorm 
that reminded them of their 
days in Canton.
 
Bob Butts and Mary Ann have 
settled into their new home 
in Ashburn, Va., where they 
chose a 55+ community. The 
4-year-old twin grandsons 
have come for sleepovers with 
the happy grandparents, 
who downsized from their 
home of over 40 years in 
Doylestown, Pa. 
 
Joyce Hotaling Kent still 
works a few hours a week as 
a psychotherapist. She likes 
to read and watch mysteries; 
her favorite authors evoke the 
feeling of being in a location. 
She's glad she did her traveling 
when she was young. These 
days she puts her efforts into 
refurbishing her New York 
City apartment.
 
Chuck Franz of Henderson, 
N.C., is often in touch with 
his old roommate, Bob Gould 
'55, who rang the chapel bells 
for four years. Ellie Johnston 
Sears '59 lives a few doors up 
the mountain from Chuck and 
Dorothy; she has been playing 
in a dulcimer group for many 
years. Elli and the Franzes have 
been coaching their grandchil-
dren to swimming champion-
ships in the South.
 
Art Saltford and Nancy spend 
summers at their camp on 

Dave and Liz Ehret Beebe 
wrote that since Syracuse is 
the host for the 2017 World 
Canal Conference, and 2017 
also happens to be the 200th 
birthday of the digging of the 
Erie Canal, they are busy with 
all the planning. Liz said, “If 
anyone would like to know 
how to fix a leaky canal, just 
give us a jingle.”

Winnie Pisani Thorn noted the 
passing of Betsy Spencer Pat-
terson. All the Deltas loved her, 
but Lola Somerville Schott 
said it best: “She always had a 
smile on her face and was kind 
to everyone.” My sincere con-
dolences to Betsy’s children 
and family.

Lynn Chilton Burt’s greeting 
was a photo of five adorable 
grandchildren, all under the 
age of 6. Ann Shipman Wells’s 
card said she was already able 
to kneel to plant bulbs after 
knee surgery.

Mary Warren Eichenlaub’s 
greeting contained a pam-
phlet from the Volunteers 
in Medicine Clinic on Hilton 
Head Island.  Last year, donors 
provided support for more 
than 30,000 patient visits. The 
founder was Dr. Jack McCon-
nell, husband of MaryEllen 
Rhodes McConnell, who along 
with children Katie and Page 
represented Jack at his induc-
tion into the Hilton Head Island 
Hall of Fame. 

1957
Joyce Caldwell Rhodes
5-C Oak Crest Court
Novato, CA 94947
415-892-9351
RhdJy@aol.com
Next Reunion: 60th, 2017

Anthony “Vinny” Folino and 
Kathy have been spending fall 
in West Palm Beach, Fla. They 
have occasional visits with Bud 
’55 and Ann Clough Garlock 
’56 and Bill ’56 and Sandy 
Steinkuller Plimpton ’59 in New 
Smyrna, Fla.

Beth Day Totin spent winter 
holidays in Moraga, Calif., with 

including Hal and me were 
part of the festivities. In Kona, 
their daughter, Kim, organized 
a surprise party and a renewal 
of their vows. 

Dave Joy’s Christmas greeting 
noted “Much travelling and 
two college graduations.” He 
visited China, Europe (a river 
cruise) and the western Carib-
bean (an ocean cruise). Two 
grandchildren graduated; he 
has four more to go.

Another classmate who trav-
eled on three spectacular 
vacations in 2015 was Marian 
Finck Moore. The first was a 
Rhine and Mosel river cruise. 
Next was New York’s Finger 
Lakes Region, then Salzburg 
and Vienna, Austria. Besides 
travelling, Marian leads a busy 
life as a thespian, tennis player, 
singer, concert patron, 
bridge player and Senior 
Citizens chair. 

Lucy Tower Funke shared 
highlights of the 94th 
Candlelight Service from 
Gunnison Chapel. Thanks to 
the University for streaming 
it so we can reminisce from 
many miles away. Fred Funke 
provided our red noses for the 
Reunion Parade; the Red Nose 
Day Fund distributes grants to 
charities that benefit children 
and young people in the U.S. 
and some of the poorest 
communities in the world, 
and the money given in 2015 is 
already hard at work. Many 
thanks, Fred.

Vicki Warner Chauvin’s card 
included a print of one of 
Noel’s beautiful paintings. She 
wrote that she had a wonder-
ful trip to England and Scot-
land with her granddaughter.

Steve Avery and Nancy have 
been busy with “twin care” 
(Daisy and Drew, 9) plus mov-
ing to a new home in Bluffton, 
N.C. They are now close to 
both daughters and their 
families. Steve is sorry that he 
missed the reunion, and glad 
Dick Contee had given him 
the news.

the way to Toronto, where Bud 
happily crossed that off his 
bucket list. They also traveled 
to Las Vegas to celebrate their 
60th anniversary with wining 
and dining and seeing the Blue 
Man Group.

I’m sorry to report that Martha 
Gray Graham passed away 
in December. We had been 
friends since the pre-freshman 
orientation tea in New York 
City and had recently taken 
several garden trips to Europe 
with the Long Island Horti-
cultural Society. I am sad to 
realize that her no-nonsense 
appraisal of the world around 
us and her trenchant humor 
will no longer be here to help 
keep life in perspective. For 
more on Martha, please see 
“In Memory.”

Please remember to send your 
financial support to our alma 
mater and your news here!

1956
Priscilla Harvey Schroeder
2215 Windbrook Court
Westlake Village, CA 91361
805-495-9758
memowind@roadrunner.com 
Next Reunion: 65th, 2021

Hundley Thompson is still 
going to work every day at his 
ground transportation service 
in Charlotte, N.C. He loves liv-
ing in North Carolina because 
there is warm (the beach) and 
cold (the mountains). He eats 
grits for breakfast, indulges in 
BBQ and says “y’all” once in 
a while. That’s a switch for a 
Jersey boy.

Len Combi writes that it was 
great seeing Peter Johnston at 
our reunion. He had not seen 
Pete since 1955. They were 
heading for Sanibel Island, 
most likely to get together 
with Doris Kloppenburg Ferry 
and Bob ’59 in Florida. He 
spoke to Russ Harter, who 
said all is well.    

The Ferrys’ Christmas (or 
Mele Kalikimaka) greeting 
was a pictorial with a Hawai-
ian theme from their 60th 
anniversary cruise in Septem-
ber. Twelve friends and family 

Dr. Dave Thompson, and 
Chuck Woodell and Karol.

Other Laurentians included 
Dave Batson ’82, Barbarajean 
Schaefer Blodgett ’72, Whitney 
Brice ’87, Jim Crowley ’52, 
Bill ’55 and Sandy Steinkuller 
Plimpton ’59, John Quirk ’48, 
Becky Blaisdell Van de Water 
’60, and Jim and Bonnie Jean 
Laidlaw Wilkinson ’57.

Last fall I had a nice letter 
from Shirley Catalano of Beth-
page, N.Y. She is the late Ron 
Hoffmann's older sister and 
requested that we make notice 
of the 30th anniversary of his 
death. Ron and I were football 
teammates for four years. He 
was an exceptional student, 
an outstanding athlete and an 
all-round guy.

Sally Anabel Kildea Walkovik 
sent a "keep in touch" note. 
It arrived in late summer and 
managed to get side-tracked 
in my flawless system. Sally 
took in a Dixieland concert 
and requested "When the 
Saints Go Marching In." To her 
delight, it was pure memory.

1955
Connie Doughty Knies
43 Westgate Blvd.
Plandome, NY 11030 
516-365-9029
cdknies@optonline.net  
Next Reunion: 65th, 2020

I was so happy to have mes-
sages at Christmas from sev-
eral of you, some from warm 
sunny places.  

Betsy Platt Thomas in Florida 
reported that Dud is doing well 
after having had open-heart 
surgery, a pacemaker and 

defibrillator and that she’s fine, 
thanks to her water aerobics. 
She plays lots of duplicate 
bridge and they enjoy cruises.  

Farther north in Georgia, Jane 
Fippin Thompson had a much 
better year, with radiation 
treatments and the accompa-
nying fatigue behind her. She 
enjoyed visits with her three 
children, and noted that she 
has a year-old great-grandson 
with another on the way. She 
continues to enjoy painting 
in acrylics and takes classes 
regularly.Bob Gould stopped 
in, as he does annually, on 
his way to Florida and filled 
her in on the stellar musical 
entertainment he orchestrated 
at our reunion. Who can forget 
Abba Dabba Honeymoon!?

Moving on up to New Jersey, 
Mary Oates Geran reminisced 
fondly about the reunion and 
wondered if it would be our 
last. We have noted the “65th” 
sign lying on the ground, 
unused, at our last two reunion 
parades. Will our class pick it 
up in 2020?  Hang in there, 
guys—we can do it! 

In her newsy letter from her 
new home in western Massa-
chusetts, Peg Geyh Rassmus-
sen said her most exciting 
travel was by ambulance to 
Boston and Danbury for sur-
gery and a hip complication. 
With some other volunteers, 
she started a butterfly garden 
with Mexican sunflowers seven 
feet tall, and gathered friends 
to enjoy a BBC series. No, not 
“Downton Abbey” but one 

called “Lark Rise to Candle-
ford” that predated the current 
craze for the British gentry 
and their doings.

And a bit farther north still, 
Joyce Sullivan Thompson 
wrote from Glens Falls, N.Y., 
that three of her 11 grandchil-
dren are following her path 
into competitive swimming. 
She said that Dave ’54 still 
practices medicine part-time 
at a clinic in a near-by cor-
rectional facility and ends 
each day with a jog around 
the streets of Glens Falls. She 
keeps busy (knowing Joyce, 
are you surprised?) with 
her book club, college club, 
non-credit courses at SUNY 
Adirondack, and crossword 
puzzles. And, of course, with 
11 grandchildren, it’s always 
somebody’s swim meet, dance 
recital or birthday! Dave added 
that he sees Bill Green regu-
larly, working out at the Y.  

Keith and Marjorie Conklin 
Wallace had a quiet year and 
were sorry to have missed 
our reunion. Vivienne “Sistie” 
Sime Lewis also regretted 
missing our reunion. She’s 
making progress after 
some health problems 
last summer. 

Reporting from the West 
(Utah), Elaine Peatfield 
Patnode said that Bud ’54 
had had some serious health 
issues that kept her from 
coming to our 60th reunion 
and forced them to cancel 
the train trip across Canada 
they had planned to take to 
get there. Ironically, Elaine 
had had health problems the 
year before, causing them to 
miss Bud’s reunion. In October, 
though, they finally flew to 
Vancouver and took the 
streamliner The Canadian all 

Send That News In!
Have news and photos to share?  
Send to your class reporter by June 8
for the Fall 2016 issue.  Don’t know 
how to contact your class reporter?  
Visit alumni.stlawu.edu/classnotes. Or just
look at your class column in this magazine!
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http://alumni.stlawu.edu/classnotes
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N.Y., says she is doing well and 
keeps very busy with volunteer 
work and some family 
health issues. 

Dorothy “Dottie” Toth Beasley 
is still working part-time and 
involved in many volunteer 
activities in Atlanta. She was 
looking forward to some cross 
country skiing in Vermont and 
her annual trip for warmth and 
sunshine in Costa Rica.  

Sarah Bagg Reynolds and 
Chuck Crissey planned this 
winter to stay in Westford, 
Mass., rather than travel to 
their home in Leland, N.C. 

Just before Christmas I had 
dinner with Ann “Lucia” Sul-
livan Ryan and Keith. Lucia 
enjoys her Wednesday Walkers 
and Striders group. Keith, with 
his new knee, was busy in his 
beautiful shop building a "Wee 
Lassie" canoe for Lucia to be 
ready for paddling in 
the spring.
 
Janet McKean Lyon-Behre is 
busy with bridge and many 
grandchildren. She and John 
plan a visit to the Pacific 
Northwest in June. Sue Aiken 
Comstock of Sanford, N.C., 
headed to Texas to spend 
Christmas with her daughter 
and family. Joanne “Judy” 
Johnson's letter told me that 
her pace is slower, but she 
has found the energy for very 
worthwhile volunteer work. 

I was happy to learn that 
Nancy Ela MacLeod and John 
were healthy and ready to get 
back to their winter activities. 
His second new knee is great. 
They have stayed close to 
home with their children and 
families visiting them.

Robert Fiske has died, but we 
have no date. Jack McGreivey 
died in October; for more on 
him, see “In Memory.” John 
Kallstrom reports that 
J. Arthur "Archie" Urciuoli's 
wife, Maggie, also died last fall. 

After Peter’s death last year, 
she moved to Sun City, Fla., 
near Tampa to be near one of 
their daughters and her fam-
ily. St. Lawrence connections 
include visits with her roomie 
of four years, Betty Johnson 
Tuller, and husband Ken ’57, 
who visit their daughter in St. 
Pete several times a year. They 
are sometimes joined by yet 
another roommate, Kay Logan 
Wellman, and Bill ’57, with 
whom they have traveled for 
several years.  

Rod ’59 and Doreen Potts 
Giltz have moved into their 
new home in Vermont and are 
enjoying the sorting process 
which moves encourage.  
Dodie still enjoys the Stone 
Soup group and garden club 
as well as a game of tennis. 
Their daughter Deena Giltz 
McCullough ’84, representing 
the Alumni Executive Council, 
gave a moving talk at the 
Gunnison Memorial Chapel 
re-opening.

Sadly, word has been received 
of the passing of another 
classmate, Jerome Fielding. 
More information will be found 
in “In Memory.”  

1959
Nancy Erler Waldron
25414 Lake Wilderness 
Country Club Drive SE
Maple Valley, WA 98038
206-300-5548 (c)
425-432-3885
waldronne@comcast.net
Next Reunion: 60th, 2019

Isabelle Keyes Richards has 
moved to Jaffrey, N.H. She 
is very excited about new 
home and having her 
daughter nearby. 

Nancy Schloss Hirayama 
spent the holidays with her 
son and family in California, 
and was in Phoenix to visit 
friends in late January. 

An email from Margaret “Peg” 
Eells Jackson in Plattsburgh, 

(Banff, Lake Louise, Glacier 
and Jasper) were among the 
highlights. She was extremely 
pleased when the New Eng-
land Inns and Resorts 
Association increased to 
$25,000 a fund for hospitality 
scholarships named for her 
husband, Rolf.  

A brief note from Andy 
Dufault ’59 and Tom Moore 
wished me well. They were in 
the process of moving from 
a large town home to a much 
smaller cottage. 

B J Dunlap Erhard reported 
on a visit to another Can-
ton—Canton, Ohio, home 
of President McKinley, the 
Football Hall of Fame and her 
father’s family. She went there 
to donate a high wheeler, or 
penny-farthing bicycle she had 
inherited from her grandfather 
in the 1960s. Her grandfa-
ther built, repaired and raced 
these bikes, and the McKinley 
Museum was delighted to have 
the bike returned to its roots. 

Dianne Sobel Hackett report-
ed success with new knees 
for both her and Ken. They 
were setting off on a cruise 
to Antarctica and Patagonia. 
From information gleaned 
from friends who have taken 
just that trip, it can be a severe 
test of determination. 

The note from Griggs Irving 
could not have come at a 
better time. It included yet 
another successful knee 
replacement story, including 
a timeline. 

A wonderful first-time submis-
sion from Mary Lane “Pickle” 
Smith Kullmann was delightful. 

Wendy Colassard Segard’s 
husband, Hubert, lost his 
struggle with health issues. 
Wendy will be spending some 
time in Paris with her daughter 
and her family as she deals 
with the necessary legal issues. 
She is looking forward to the 
coming wedding of her oldest 
granddaughter, Jessica. Rejoin-
ing volunteer groups and hav-
ing time with old friends will 
continue to help.
 
When the dust settles, Wendy 
is planning to write a children’s 
book featuring Saffron, her 
rescue poodle. Although he is 
now 20, deaf and blind, he is 
still a lovable companion who 
has traveled to 11 countries and 
to many forbidden places.  

Real estate figured signifi-
cantly in the news from Tom 
Coluccio. First, he and Mary 
moved from Rome to Hamil-
ton, N.Y., where they purchased 
a log house. Next, they said 
goodbye to North Country 
winters by purchasing a 
winter home in Palm City, Fla. 
This means more visits with 
his youngest daughter 
in West Palm Beach. 

Pete Bloomer and Donna had 
dinner with Nancy and John 
Cousins, and all are doing well. 
Pete spoke with Paul Fideler, 
who was doing fine recover-
ing from knee surgery. Pete 
teaches golf at the Boulder 
Country Club, so maybe I can 
negotiate a free lesson or 
two for an old classmate. 

Anita Cheney Goodwyn also 
sent word that she was 
enjoying the fantastic results 
from knee surgery done one 
at a time. 

Peggy Steuer Hammer contin-
ues to pursue an enthusiastic, 
energetic life of cross country 
skiing, singing with the Chorus 
North Shore, exploring her 
genealogy mountain climb-
ing, and traveling. Scotland, 
Ireland and western Canada 

1958
Lennelle “Lennie” Dougherty 
McKinnon
5 Jay Street
Canton, NY 13617
315-386-8216
Cell:  315-323-5267
lmckinnon@twcny.rr.com
Next Reunion: 60th, 2018
  
My usual SOS for news carried 
with it my plans to have both 
knees replaced last fall. The 
outpouring of support and ad-
vice was touching. It was also 
a revelation to find out just 
how many of us have joined 
the bionic age.  

Joyce and Dick Gilbert have 
not slowed down in spite 
of Dick’s completion of his 
second term as president 
of the Unitarian Universalist 
Ministers and Partners As-
sociation. His retirement gift 
sent them to the Shaw Festival 
at Niagara-on-the-Lake, one 
of their favorite theater loca-
tions. A pilgrimage to Selma, 
Ala., commemorated Dick’s 
participation there in the civil 
rights actions of 1965. Joyce 
has continued singing in the 
Eastman-Rochester Chorus 
and the church choir, and con-
tinues to serve the community 
in a multitude of ways. Both 
are looking forward to a trip to 
South Africa to celebrate their 
55th wedding anniversary.  

Alexander Wallace, historian, 
critic, editor and writer, wrote 
to report that he had received 
a nice note from Dick.

An encouraging note from 
Judy Lennon Cashman 
advised me to work hard on 
my therapy. She and Vince ’55 
own what she calls “a sweet 
golf cottage” at Mariner Sands. 

Many thanks to Barry Mynter 
and Connie Canfield ’60 for 
their support. Barry had a hip 
replacement the day after 
my surgery. They streamed 
the Candlelight Service from 
Gunnison Chapel, always a 
beautiful program. They said it 
brought back many memo-
ries of song fests and other 
celebrations there. 

While traveling, Frank Stritter 
(who helped me compile these 
notes) visited Joyce Miltner 
Conway in Cohasset, Mass., 
and Dave Dwyer in Smith 
Mountain Lake, Va. Joyce still 
counsels children two days a 
week. Dave and Connie are 
thinking of selling their home 
in Naples, Fla.

Trey Cryer lives in Delray 
Beach, Fla., and is a psycho-
therapist, concentrating on 
PTSD, sexual and other abuse 
and drug/alcohol addictions. 
He noted the death of Pat 
McDonough last August, say-
ing “he and I were friends since 
high school. Pat had a kind 
word for all. He had a success-
ful career as an attorney in the 
Detroit area, and was happily 
married with a son and daugh-
ter. At our ATO reunion in 
Santa Fe (see the 1960 column 
for more), we laughed and 
cried in memory of Patrick.”  

Jim Kuhns and Linda live in 
Sonoma, Calif. They are very 
active in several organizations 
and display an amazing at-
titude as he battles Parkinson's 
with long walks every day.

John Rostenberg and Josee 
spend time between their 
homes in Denver and Steam-
boat Springs, Col. John re-
mains an avid cyclist and skier. 

Tom Webb and Mo live in 
Fredonia, N.Y., where they 
share responsibility in running 
a weekly newspaper. 

1960
Ann Younger Moore
41 Brookside Drive
Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-933
amoore9335@gmail.com  
Next Reunion: 60th, 2020

Wilton “Buster” Cogswell 
and John Rostenberg '59 
coordinated a wonderful ATO 
reunion in Santa Fe at the end 
of September. There were 
more than 50 present, and our 
class was very well repre-
sented. Buster and Cathy and 
John and Josee planned and 
attended to each detail and 

were reportedly great hosts. 
Buster is still practicing law in 
Colorado Springs, and Cathy 
works along with him.

Dan Goodyear and Dale 
attended. Dan created a 
beautiful commemorative 
booklet and coordinated the 
photographs for the gathering. 
He has sold his llama farm, and 
he and Dale are now happily 
living in their new home in 
Reading, Pa.

Bruce Benedict and Ann 
Somerville '62 also left their 
busy lives to attend. Bruce 
continues to commute to NYC 
for work, though "less and 
less" frequently, he says. He 
and Ann spend time traveling 
and at their Nantucket com-
pound and home on Wilson 
Point in South Norwalk, Conn., 
all the while surrounded by a 
large group of happy, 
active grandchildren. 

Doug Campbell and Diane 
made the trip from their home 
in Boca Raton, Fla., where 
Doug is enjoying life after retir-
ing from a long and successful 
career in financial services. 

Bob “Blackie” Karl ’59 was, 
once again, the best dressed, 
with a plaid sport jacket and 
spectator shoes. He is still liv-
ing in Ridgewood, N.J., 
but spends time with his 
children and grandchildren 
in New Hampshire and 
Eastern Massachusetts.  

Bud Slobodian and Sandy 
drove from their new home in 
Palm Desert, Calif., where they 
had recently moved inland 
from the coast. To describe 

Bud as an avid golfer is a 
gross understatement!  

Rob Johnston and wife 
Melinda Leithead ’62, who live 
in Perrysburg, Ohio, also came. 
Rob claims to be working hard 
to make the adjustment to 
retirement. Melinda says that 
he has made the adjustment 
"all too easily"!  

I received a letter from Daniel 
D. Reiff, the son of the Dr. Reiff 
most of us remember from our 
days at St. Lawrence. He has 
published a book about his 
father's life, Teacher, Scholar, 
Mentor: St. Lawrence Univer-
sity's Dr. Harry Reiff and his 
Family, 1938-1950. Even though 
the text covers a somewhat 
earlier period than when we 
were students, Harry Reiff's 
Thursday morning quizzes 
and his "hunting expeditions" 
continued for years! The book 
is available only through the 
Brewer Bookstore. 

Ending on a sad note, 
Christopher Cruger passed 
away on November 7, 2015. 

1961
Hulit Pressley Taylor 
1713 Surrey Lane, NW
Washington, DC 20007
202-625-0203
hulitpaul@comcast.net
Next Reunion: 55th, 
June 2-5, 2016 

So pleased to hear from 
“first timer” Ruth Reynolds 
Baragona! Both of her children 
live in the D.C. area.

At the National Nordic Mas-
ters, Patti Linderoth Taylor 

More than 50 ATOs gathered in Santa Fe last fall. Read all about it 
in the 1960 Class Notes.
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the Boys & Girls Club Hall of 
Fame. He was a charter mem-
ber when the club opened in 
1953 and served 17 years on 
the Board of Directors, two 
as president. Jim is doing well 
with a pacemaker, but he is 
seeking a full-care nursing 
facility with an Alzheimer's unit 
for Elaine. In the fall, they had 
a small family celebration for 
their 50th anniversary. 

Be sure to look for The As-
sassins' Game: A Caleb Frost 
Thriller by Ralph Sanborn 
(aka Sandy Towle) in Barnes 
& Noble or on Amazon, along 
with Natalie Beaumont’s Cali-
fornia memoir, The Short End 
of Paradise. Natalie has been 
in touch with Cinnie Baldwin 
Luscombe, who relocated 
from Florida to Lincroft, N.J., 
to be closer to her daughters 
and their families. 

For his birthday, Gordy 
Brown’s brother, Bill ’58, gave 
him a trophy he made with 
one of his old SLU hockey 
skates.  When Bill presented 
the trophy, he made a com-
ment about Gordy still trying 
to fill his skates. To which 
Gordy replied, “After all these 
years, I'm still getting his hand-
me downs!”  

Greg Carvel ’93, men’s ice 
hockey coach, posted a photo 
of Ken Shilkret showing off 
his Saints hockey hat and 
SLU sweatshirt while golfing 
in Upstate New York—in mid-
December! Ken’s comment: 
“Nothing better than being 
a poster boy for the hockey 
team at age 76!”

Ted Ingersoll wrote that Don 
Fanning was his freshman 
roommate and fanned (pun 
intended) his interest in radio. 
Don and Ted did SLU hockey 
play-by-play together.

Seattle with their son and his 
family.  Young Mia is on a ski 
team—must take after 
her grandmother!

Tim Stevens enjoys watching 
his grandson referee as well as 
play hockey on the high school 
team. Son and grandson are 
often on the ice at the 
same time.  

Madge Grace Wells wrote 
that she and David are in the 
“thinking” stage of downsiz-
ing. Two grandsons, who live 
nearby, are the joy of their 
lives. Their son is director of 
teacher effectiveness for the 
county and their daughter 
continues to make slow but 
steady progress recovering 
from a stroke.

Rather than downsizing and 
moving, Jim Pritzker and Judie 
are remodeling. They have one 
grandchild in college, another 
about to enter and three com-
ing up the line. 

Steve Anderson is transition-
ing to retirement. He continues 
to serve on the Chautauqua 
Journalism Committee, a 
group focusing on the future 
of journalism, is chairing a 
mentoring project for the UC 
Berkeley Journalism Graduate 
School, and somehow found 
time to write a one-actor play 
about Benjamin Franklin. He’s 
also helping produce the Class 
Notes for 1949 with his good 
friend Jim Roselle of that class.

Congratulations to Hal 
Schwartz, who was inducted 
into the Westchester Senior 
Hall of Fame. This is a tribute 
to older adults who generously 
give their time and energy to 
improve the quality of life in 
their communities. Hal thor-
oughly enjoys his work with 
SPRYE, an innovative thrust by 
local residents to create a sup-
port network for themselves 
and their peers.

Congratulations also to Jim 
Finke, who was inducted into 

took second place in the free-
style 10K and John ’59 took 
third in the 24K half marathon. 
In July, they hiked 10 days 
in the fjord country of Norway; 
the summer saw a couple 
of bicycle tours, and 
September a 21-day hike in 
the Italian Dolomites. 

In July, Marny Croscup Cog-
swell and Jim Todd cruised 
along the Scandinavian coast 
beyond the Arctic Circle to 
Archangel, Russia. Late fall, 
they cruised the West Coast 
of Africa, visiting 11 countries, 
which they called “a fascinat-
ing and humbling experience. 
This trip was not about the 
animals, but about the people, 
their culture and customs.”

Judy Casadonte McDowell 
and Al loved a cruise along 
Alaska’s Inner Passage. They 
remain active in several local 
activities and organizations.

Last fall, Beth Anne Freilich 
Gordon judged the sweep-
stakes for the Greyhound Club 
of America's national specialty 
in Wrightstown, Pa., and at-
tended the Morris & Essex Dog 
Club show, which takes place 
every five years. Along the 
way, she visited friends 
and family.

September found Sandee 
Huebenthal Fleisher in Spain. 
They spent a wonderful week 
with John’s granddaughter 
and her family on the island of 
Minorca, and then traveled to 
six cities.  Fabulous trip! Last 
summer, Sandee ran into 
Anne Finkler Padget ’59 at 
the Glimmerglass Opera 
in Cooperstown.

Jack Fancher and Barbara 
must have heard Sandee— 
they took a three-week trip to 
Spain.  They had an “orphans’ 
Christmas dinner” for those 
whose families were 
not nearby. 

Gene Hays’s family was to-
gether at least twice last year, 
once at Pikes Peak and once at 
the farm in New Hampshire.

Kay Robertson Tomasi and 
Jim spent the holidays in 

After months of planning, 
Carole Sperzel Clark and Bill 
have the only FEMA-approved 
house in Stonington, Conn. 

Among attendees at the 
September 2015 ATO reunion 
in Santa Fe was Peter Foley. 
He and Toni live in Winter Park, 
Fla. Pete is still working every 
day in his worldwide sales and 
marketing of fishing gear and 
other maritime products. 

Be sure to read Jay Fleisher’s 
“First-Person” reflection about 
Doc Bloomer. After all these 
years, Jay still sees Doc as his 
academic mentor.  

Sadly, if I have your e-mail 
address, you know that Tony 
Perry died in December. His 
obituary is in “In Memory.”

If you are not receiving my e-
mails and would like to, please 
let me know. Hope to see you 
at Reunion June 2-5!

1963
Leah Kollmer Puzzo
135 Hillcrest Avenue
Leonia, NJ 07605
201-461-7052(home) 
201-321-5519(cell)
lkpuzzo@msn.com 
Next Reunion: 55th, 2018

Tory Liersch Spater Somer-
ville passed along a Facebook 
article about Kate Buckton 
Russell along with a cool 
picture of Kate with Prince 
Charles and Camilla! Kate lives 
in Guernesey, Channel Islands. 
She is the Alderney librarian 
and founder and organizer of 
the Alderney Bayeux Tapestry 
project. Kate was awarded 
the prestigious British Empire 
Medal for her contribution to 
heritage and culture in 
Alderney and Normandy. 
Congratulations, Kate!

Ann Breitner O’Reilly met 
Nancy Palmer Appich in 
Orlando, where Nancy was 
singing with The Young at 
Heart singers. Both Ann and 
Nancy attended the KD annual 
reunion in February in 
Kissimmee, Fla.

Carol Thomas Burrell and 
Barney ’66 are planning to 
relocate to their land on Dam-
ariscotta Lake in Maine. They 
enjoy time with their grand-
kids, and Carol continues 
her gardening inside and 
out. Barney acts as 
the groundskeeper.

Daniel Reiff has published a 
book about his father, Dr. Harry 
Reiff,  entitled Teacher, Scholar, 
Mentor: St. Lawrence Univer-
sity’s Dr. Harry Reiff and his 
Family. It is available through 
Brewer Bookstore. It sounds 
like an interesting study of 
life at St. Lawrence from 1938 
through 1950, as well as recall-
ing fond memories of Dr. Reiff. 

I am shocked and saddened 
to report that John Angelo 
died on January 1, 2016.  There 
is more in “In Memory.” Our 
hearts go out to Judy Hart 
Angelo ’64 and her family.

1964
Sherry Gage Chappelle
800 Bayard Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE  19971
302-226-1594
brucesher20@comcast.net
Next Reunion: 55th, 2019

Jim McCormick is still an 
active antiques dealer, 
but he is pouring his energies 
into attempting to establish a 
museum of the history of wine 
in California. He also tries 
(as many of us do) to stay fit 
even with “the squeaks and 
groans,” and remains proud 
of his kids (race car driver, 
commercial fisherman, literary 
writer) and five grandchildren. 
Last year Jim was curator for 
an award-winning exhibit on 
the history of the wine indus-
try in Sonoma County. 
For more information, 
check out his web site, 
californiawinemuseum.com.

Gail Powell Dearing, also 
living in California, writes 
that she continues to be a 
flutist in the Claremont 
Symphony, associated with 
Pomona College. Clearly 
some of those flute-playing 
musical genes got passed 

along: her 13-year-old grand-
son was recently accepted 
into the Central Oregon Youth 
Orchestra.

One of the joys of Christmas 
cards is hearing each year 
from those of you who have 
included me on your list, as 
Kathleen Moore and Edie 
Schmidt Kilgour did. Edie 
mentioned trips to California 
wine country with friends and 
journeys to be with her Arkan-
sas granddaughters. 

Gwen Briggs Guthrie 
has retired after 28 years 
behind the desk at the 
Chappaqua, N.Y., Public 
Library. The patrons, of whom 
I was once one, will surely 
miss her welcoming ways, 
not to mention her knowledge 
of their families and reading 
habits. She is arranging a visit 
to our alma mater with two of 
her granddaughters. It’s a sign 
of the times that some of us 
are just seeing our first grand-
kids, while others are seeing 

them off into adulthood.

Ron Cantlie and Betsy Harris 
’66 travel from their Ohio 
home to Lubbock, Texas, 
where two of their grandkids 
go to school. They also 
travel each March to Hilton 
Head, Sourth Carolina 
where they catch up with 
Pete ’65 and Marty Denson ’66 
Beisler, and Al Bloomer 
and Carol Blank ’66, all 
escaping the cold North for 
the “cruelest month.” 

KENYON COLLEGE NAMES 
ENDOWED PROFESSORSHIP 
FOR PETER RUTKOFF ’64

Peter M. Rutkoff ’64 was honored last October by Kenyon 
College, where he has taught since 1971, with a celebration 
of the announcement of an endowed professorship in his 
name. “The Peter Rutkoff Chair of Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion will be held by a faculty member who follows Pe-
ter’s commitment to promoting diversity, inclusiveness and 
understanding American history from multiple viewpoints,” 

according to a statement from the college. “The position will serve as a touchstone 
for achievement and encourage all faculty to promote inclusiveness across campus.” 
In the 190 years since Kenyon was founded, this is only the ninth professorship named 
for and honoring a faculty member.

Rutkoff, who is in his 45th year of teaching with no plans to retire, is professor of 
American studies at Kenyon. He inaugurated the program’s interdisciplinary major 
in 2002. He’s also executive director of the Kenyon Academic Partnership (KAP), in 
which professors help high school teachers develop their own versions of Kenyon 
courses for their most talented students. He has published both scholarly works and 
fiction. For more about him, visit www.kenyon.edu/directories/campus-directory/biog-
raphy/peter-rutkoff.

Rutkoff has taught courses ranging from Baseball and American Culture, to the Viet-
namese Experience, to The Sankofa Project, which centers on theories and practices 
of urban education and involves an extended class trip to a public high school in 
inner-city Cleveland. He has also taken his students to locations such as Pittsburgh 
and Charleston, S.C.

 “I don’t want to teach the history of non-white folks as if there is a drawer that needs 
to be pulled in and out and now that we’ve done that, we don’t have to keep going,” 
Rutkoff says. “I try to understand the larger social and cultural context of American 
diversity.” 

Rutkoff credits two of his St. Lawrence history professors, Rifaat Ali Abou-el-Haj and 
Robert Carlisle, with setting him on his career direction. “I felt like a fish out of water 
at St. Lawrence—a left-wing New York City Jew, a 1960s guy in a 1950s college—but 
that helped me understand myself,” he says. “I realized that different wasn’t bad. Car-
lisle was an amazingly powerful man who taught me to stand up for what I believed. 
He taught me how to be a good teacher. He’s why I became a historian. I wouldn’t 
have gone to graduate school (at the University of Pennsylvania) without his influence.

“Diversity is a complicated, ongoing struggle,” Rutkoff says. “It seems easy to become 
diverse, but in reality it’s hard to achieve. It takes constant work. St. Lawrence has 
much to be proud of. At liberal arts colleges, it’s possible to make a difference if you 
put your mind to it. Progress is incremental, but it dissipates if you slow down.  
Someone has to mind the store.”     —NSB
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Last November the Cantlies 
ventured to the campus of 
Mount Union, about an hour 
away from them, to watch 
the Division III football playoff 
game against St. Lawrence. 
Even though they lost the 
game to the eventual national 
champions, the Saints were 
enthusiastically supported by 
Ohio alums and parents. 

I talked to Ron after the alumni 
office notified me that Mike 
Delduchetto had died in No-
vember. Ron, who was Mike’s 
roommate junior and senior 
years, remembered him as a 
great friend and roommate. 
Ron was in awe of Mike’s work 
ethic as he balanced a job at 
the diner with academics and 
football. As an All-American 
in football, Mike was so proud 
to have tried out for a pro 
football team, even though 
he didn’t make the cut. In the 
1980s, Ron remembered, Mike 
was one of our classmates 
who made an effort to save 
the SAE house. His MBA and 
service in Vietnam, where he 
earned a Purple Heart and 
Bronze Star, attest to his other 
strengths. Mike was to be 
interred at Arlington National 
Cemetery in a private 
ceremony. Our hearts go 
out to Deborah Yates 
Delduchetto ’63.

As they do to Judy Hart An-
gelo on the death of John ’63. 
You have read in this maga-
zine about the Angelos’ many 
contributions St. Lawrence. It 
is terrific that John was able to 
receive and enjoy recognition 
for them before his passing.

One more passing to report 
is that of Barbara Goldberg 
Abou-El-Haj last March. She 
had been an associate profes-
sor of art history at the Univer-
sity of Binghamton for 30-plus 
years, earned academic 
degrees and written landmark 
papers in her field. She also 
raised two daughters. To read 
more about Barbara, go to 
http//bit.ly/1E153wK. One of 
my favorite pictures in our ’64 

Gridiron, on page 31, is of her 
and Dr. Abou-el-Haj prior to 
their marriage, on bikes on 
the campus. 

My good news is that I was 
named Emerging Artist in 
Poetry for 2016 by the Dela-
ware Division of the Arts. It’s 
lovely to get recognition for 
something you do, especially 
in an endeavor largely invisible 
to many. After a busy career in 
teaching, poetry has become 
what focuses my energies 
daily. The award comes with a 
small grant that allows me to 
pursue opportunities to hone 
my craft. (Could I write a col-
umn in iambic pentameter?)

When I approach classmates 
about sharing the present 
chapter of their life stories 
they often say, “My life is bor-
ing.” Nothing could be further 
from the truth. We each need 
to hear the Hallelujahs for all 
we have accomplished in the 
last 50 years. Please use these 
pages as a place to showcase 
what poet Mary Oliver has 
called your “one wild and 
precious life.” 

1965
Jane Petrie Davis
P.O. Box 730
92 Coventry Lane
Manchester Center, VT 05255
802-362-3621
 jphteam@comcast.net
Next Reunion: 55th, 2020

Calling all Laurentian Singers 
from the Class of 1965: Hope 
you’ll all attend the 70th Lau-
rentian Singers Reunion 
in June!
 
Last September, Gerry 
Benjamin was honored when 
SUNY New Paltz renamed its 
center for Research, Regional 
Education and Outreach, 
the Benjamin Center. He has 
directed the center since 2008 
and been a professor since 
1968 and is one of New York’s 
pre-eminent political scientists. 

Gerry obtained his master’s 
and doctoral degrees at Co-
lumbia University. He’s spent 
years teaching, has published 
large amounts of research, led 
the SUNY Rockefeller Institute 
in Albany and served as chair 
of the political science depart-
ment and dean of the College 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences at 
New Paltz. From 1981 to 1993, 
he served on the Ulster County 
Legislature and was chair for 
two years. In the ’90s, he was 
research director for a panel 
studying changes to the 
state constitution.

Gerry is married and has four 
children. A daughter, Liz Benja-
min, is a journalist in Albany.
 
I’ve learned John P. Mitchell 
passed away in November.

1966
Jim Michaelson
22 Gouverneur Street
Canton, NY 13617
315-386-5250
jmichaelson@twcny.rr.com
Next Reunion: 50th, 
June 2-5, 2016

It was a busy fall for Stevie 
McPherson Michaelson, Lyn 
Bedell and me, preparing for 
our 50th reunion. We have 
worked closely with Jillian 
Crossett McKernan-Walley 
’93 at the alumni office and 
the outstanding class book 
committee of Ray Silverman, 
Mike Ciotoli, Carol Kocivar, 
Neila Sheahan and Sandy 
Mayer. We also coordinated 
with the fund-raising commit-
tee, George Colclough, Dean 
Heberlig, Clay Rohrbach, 
Susan McDonald Johnson, Jim 
Polos, Sten Caspersson and 
Sandy Panasci Gardinier, to 
get things “stirred up” 
and underway. 

With those chores done we 
contacted Karen Diesl and 
Bill Bruett, and Pete Henry, to 
chair the hospitality area in the 
new Kirk Douglas Hall, where 
we will be housed. Without 
hesitation, all agreed to help. 

Also, Stevie convinced Mike 
and Anne LeBeau Savage to 
chair the Thursday evening 
dinner. The spirit of ’66 was 
very evident everywhere, and 
we thank all who have stepped 
forward to make things work.

Also during that hustle-and-
bustle time, we heard from 
June Daly Milliman in Roches-
ter, N.Y.; Susan DeVany Brun-
ing in Bethesda, Md.; Marilyn 
Pezzolla Murphy in Atlanta, 
Ga. (she is in touch and travels 
with Bobbi Brucken Cleave-
land of Cazenovia N.Y.); Mary 
Jane Pike Schremp, still in 
Hudson, Ohio; Judy Weissbard 
Hanson in Albany, N.Y.; Sally 
Buxton in Glendale, Ariz.; 
and George DeLuco in 
Dolgeville, N.Y. 

Pam Scalise Roth and Neale 
spend the winter in Port 
Orange, Fla., a few degrees 
warmer than their long-time 
home in Duluth, Minn. They 
were uncertain whether they 
would attend the reunion, but 
it was great to hear from them.

We also spoke with Pat 
Woehlke Horne and Carl and 
Dorti Shaw Hoffman in early 
fall. Pat wanted us to mention 
that she and Bob ’67 were in 
San Francisco last summer to 
celebrate Terry Surles’s 70th.  A 
belated happy birthday, Terry!

1967
Meg Smith Eisenbraun
4460 Norris Lane
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
360-682-2345
eisenbraunwe2@comcast.net
Next Reunion: 50th, 2017

Wait, what?! How did it 
become 2016 already? That 
means our 50th reunion will be 
next year! I think time seems to 
be passing so quickly because 
we are all so busy.

Each Christmas I receive a 
newsy letter from Hope Mc-
Culloch Hansel. Her husband, 
Sheldon, and a grandbaby 
both survived surgeries and 
are thriving. Hope and Sheldon 
took an ambitious three-
week van tour to the West to 

celebrate (13 states and 5,000 
miles!), stopping to see family 
along the way. They biked, 
rode horses, and visited Mt. 
Rushmore, the Crazy Horse 
Memorial, the Badlands and 
the Corn Palace.

The extended family gath-
ered for a Hansel reunion in 
Utica, N.Y.; a McCulloch sibling 
reunion in Florida; and skiing in 
Quebec. Hope ventured alone 
to Park City, Utah, for skiing 
with the GE ski club. They also 
enjoyed visits on their farm 
by kids and grandkids from 
Colorado and Montana.

Joan Friedlander Hurley and 
Jack make regular trips to 
Boston to visit grandson Felix 
(and his parents, I assume). In 
August, they joined a family 
reunion with Jack’s siblings on 
Cape Cod and visited other 
family and friends on the East 
Coast, including Jean Baltz 
Rose and her partner Deb 
in Schenectady.

In September, they joined 
friends on a Bike Portugal tour, 
which welcomes non-bikers 
and took good care of Joan. 
They continued their journey 
on the island of Madeira, then 
Joan and Jack spent four days 
in Lisbon.

In the fall, they were off again 
to Moorea, an island in the 
South Pacific, part of French 
Polynesia. They stayed in an 
over-water bungalow, jumping 
off their porch to snorkel and 
swim. They kayaked, sat by 
the pool, swam among 
five-foot rays and reef sharks 
and relaxed. Paradise!

I spent a week in October visit-
ing my mother in Albany, N.Y. 
After several misses, Jean Rose 
and Deb and I were finally 
able to connect for dinner in 
Schenectady. They have been 
traveling to Rehoboth Beach 
and Florida to escape the cold. 

Jim Swenson told me he has a 
story that rivals Dave Howe's 
from the last issue: He and Joy 
were on a cruise on the Rhone 
River in France last October, 
when a waiter seated another 
couple at their dinner table. 

After the usual introductions, 
the “other” Jim said, “I went 
to a small college that no one 
ever heard of, St. Lawrence 
University.” “Turns out he was 
Jim Wyner '65,” Jim Swen-
son said. “So not only did we 
randomly get seated together 
with someone from SLU; we 
were at SLU at the same 
time, at least for two years. I 
didn't know Jim, but I 
remembered the name, and 
of course, we knew a lot of
the same people.”

Please send me some news 
via email, snail mail, telegram, 
smoke signal, carrier pigeon 
(oops, scratch that—too many 
raptors here) or via any other 
means of communication.  It’s 
your turn to have 15 minutes 
of fame!   

1968
Anne Lauriat
6 Bishops Forest Drive
Waltham, MA 02454
617-484-6841
lauriat@aol.com             
Next Reunion: 50th, 2018

A voice from the past came in 
an email from Patricia Murphy 
Roda: “I finally graduated in 
1971, as the proud mother of 
two children.” She and Bill have 
been retired for many years 
and live on a small lake in the 
North Country, but go to Hil-
ton Head in the winter. Patricia 
said she was inspired to write 
upon returning from Rouen, 
having visited for the first time 
since 1967. She reconnected 
with her "French mother" who, 
at 91, met her wearing heels! 
She has been in touch with her 
roommate from Junior Year 
Abroad, Patricia Barrett. 

Linda Buehler ’70 and Alan 
Vincent of Little Falls, N.Y., 
were the featured speakers at 
Greater Utica’s annual meeting 
of the Landmark Society of 
Western New York. It’s one 
of the oldest and most active 
preservation organizations in 
America. In another accolade, 
one of Alan’s photographs of 
the Panama Canal was fea-

tured in the Mohawk 
Valley Center for the Arts 
regional exhibition.   

The always-anticipated holiday 
card from Jeff Pavek arrived, 
filled with good news. After 
some serious health issues 
(including sepsis) he is in fine 
shape. I know, because he sent 
a wonderful picture of his wed-
ding to Dave Donaldson after 
their 23-year engagement. As 
Jeff noted, “Thank you, Su-
preme Court!” Congratulations, 
Jeff and Dave!

Faithful Ellen Pfeiffer Agnew 
sent her annual long letter that 
always makes me feel she lives 
the life for which I wish I had 
the energy. She’s busy in re-
tirement with attention to the 
art world in Syracuse: bands, 
theater, opera, and sympho-
nies. She also hiked to Machu 
Picchu in Peru with llamas, 
took a catamaran through 
the Galapagos Islands and 
snorkeled among sea lions. 
Domestically, Ellen traveled to 
her hometown in Kennebunk-
port, Maine, and met Jane 
Lawrence Shepard in Panama 
City Beach, Fla., for a road trip 
to Utah, where Jane works at 
Bryce Canyon National Park. 
Ellen writes poetry, attends 
wine tastings, kayaks all over 
the place and said she had 
fun as a greeter at the World 
Indoor Lacrosse Champion-
ship, which took place on the 
Onondaga Reservation 
near Syracuse. 

Lucky Linda Hopf Pope won 

a raffle for the use of a chalet 
in the French Alps, where she 
and David ’67 had a wonder-
ful hiking vacation. Eldest son 
Elliot was married in Sedona, 
Ariz.; he and his wife live in 
Tucson. I saw on Facebook 
that Patricia Houser Goehrig 
also lives there. Speaking of 
Facebook, Mike Sullivan has 
some of his beautiful pho-
tographs on his page under 
“Michael David Sullivan.” 

I’ll be mooching in Florida as 
you read this, visiting Jeanne 
Borland Chute. I spent the 
holidays with Gareth Whittier 
Huggins ’69 in Scottsdale, Ariz. 
I was sorry to miss her sister 
Lauren Whittier Schweizer 
in Phoenix, but she and Paul 
were in Utah visiting their son 
and his family. 

I’m scheduled to go on a 
Viking river cruise from 
Moscow to St. Petersburg in 
June. Has anyone done that? 
Let me know.

1969
Patti Black Giltner
16 Pellett Street
Norwich, NY 13815
607-336-1202
pattigil@roadrunner.com
Next Reunion: 50th, 2019

If it weren’t for three Christ-
mas-card regulars, there 
wouldn’t be much of a column 
this quarter.

Margaret Timmons Gittis did 
a number of short vacations in 

From left, Tom Bryant ’69, Tom Personius ’69, Deforest “Dixie” 
Brooker ’69 and Dave Nachman ’69 met at the Personius home 
in Binghamton, N.Y., for a mini-50th reunion recently. For more, 
see the 1969 column.

http://bit.ly/1E153wK
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mailto:lauriat@aol.com
mailto:pattigil@roadrunner.com
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clients and working on the 
golf course.”

Lynne Barnes Leahy had 
successful hip replacement 
surgery in April, and was back 
to her grand self in time to 
travel to Tibet with Richard 
and friends and to Ireland 
with family in tow for her 40th 
anniversary, and celebrate the 
arrival of their first grandchild. 

Jack Geortner and Barbara 
Ford sent “rocking holiday 
greetings” from Long Beach, 
Calif. Jack wrote that the Miner 
Street Band played a gig in 
NYC during Christmastime. 
Both Barb and Jack have 
families on the East Coast, 
making it a perfect trip for 
fun and family.

Both Marcia Kessler Daly and 
Kathy Woods Cloonan will be 
mothers-of-the-bride this year. 
Marcia’s daughter Katie was 
proposed to on the SLU 
Canaras deck during the 
family’s 30th annual vaca-
tion there. Kathy’s daughter, 
also Katie, met her fiancé two 
months after returning home 
from living and working in 
the UK for 10 years. 

Ray “Ranger” Scannell wrote 
(snail mail) during the holidays 

Great to see David Areson 
and Nicole at the annual SLU 
Christmas event in Con-
necticut. David is semi-retired, 
works as time permits, and 
provides investment advice to 
individuals, family offices and 
institutions. With the whole 
kids/grandkids clan in the NYC 
area, they do not anticipate 
moving out of Greenwich in 
the near future.

When not consulting in risk 
management and reinsurance, 
I'm pursuing land preserva-
tion initiatives off Long Island 
and in Connecticut, and have 
started writing a practitioner's 
guide to land preservation. 
Thanks to the time commit-
ment all this requires, I'm step-
ping down as class reporter 
and encourage any classmate 
who is interested to follow the 
steps noted at the top of the 
column. Thanks!

1972
Barbarajean Schaefer 
Blodgett
3152 L Covewood Ct.
Falls Church, VA  22042
315-771-3261 
Barbarajeanious@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 45th, 2018 
(cluster with ’73, ’74)

Geoff Johnston sent an e-mail 
just after my last deadline, so 
his news goes first this time. 
He and Janet have moved 
back to Carmel, Calif., after 
a brief stint (three years) in 
Richmond, Va. He’ll do some 
caddying, marketing consult-
ing, hiking and exploring. Both 
of Geoff’s sons live about two 
hours away.

Preston Smith had a five-
week layoff from his career in 
advertising, and was fortunate 
to find a new job to keep the 
fires burning. He wrote how 
difficult it was to find work as 
youth is more valued over age 
and experience in his field. He 
asked, “I wonder how many 
classmates are experiencing 
the ageism I know is out there. 
Advertising has proven it is 
ready and willing to take those 
one-third my age at one-
quarter my salary, talent and 

the environment and sustain-
ability, with a focus on stew-
ardship—the practice, he said 
in his remarks at a ceremony 
held at the school, “of leaving a 
place, a community, a 
school, or a concept better 
than when you arrived.” He 
devoted 35 years to starting 
and building the Environmental 
Careers Organization (ECO), a 
national non-profit education, 
training, and leadership devel-
opment organization.  

In 2014, when Karen Pizor 
Eckles announced that her 
family was opening the Better 
Beer Store in Winchester, Va., 
I thought "no slowing down 
in retirement" for Karen. Now, 
Leslie Barber Hooper and 
family have opened a distillery 
to produce "1857" vodka and 
other spirits: www.1857spirits.
com. Do we sense a trend? 
Note to the Usual Suspects: 
Road trip!

Andy Kaye ventured East to 
watch son Justin and his Mont-
verde Academy basketball 
teammates play in a tourna-
ment at Kean University in 
Union, N.J. They were ranked 
third in the nation at the time.  

After several false starts and 
more than 40 years in the 
business, Rick Lajeskie has 
finally retired and left the phar-
maceutical business in the rear 
view mirror.  

1971
For information about becom-
ing a reporter for this class, 
please contact Joe Keniston 
’05, 315-229-1858 or jkenis-
ton@stlawu.edu.  
Next Reunion: 50th, 2021

Jim Snedeker writes:

Nicholas Amigone III won the 
12th Men’s Club Champion-
ship at Transit Valley Country 
Club last August. He has won 
championships in five different 
decades. At the age 66 and a 
grandfather of six, it is quite a 
thrill to be the oldest cham-
pion in the club’s history! 

Sincerbeaux spent Christmas 
at Dick’s son’s in North 
Andover, Mass. 

Ursula Wood DeAmario is 
retired from teaching Spanish 
and ESL at Montauk Schools, 
and has three healthy grand-
sons.  She said “life is good.”

Dave Nachman, Tom Bryant 
and Deforest “Dixie” Brooker 
met at Tom Personius’s for 
their own 50th reunion (there’s 
a picture of them nearby). 
They are all happily retired 
with their wives. Dave and 
Eileen returned from Virginia 
to New Jersey to be closer to 
their grandchildren, but still 
spend three months in Florida, 
where Dave works part-time 
for H&R Block.

.1970
Dennis Szymanski
 915 Hillwood Ave. 
Falls Church, VA 22042 
703-534-1253
dennis.szymanski@gmail.com 
Next Reunion: 50th, 2020

Sue McMahon Louisignau is 
still living with retired husband 
Bill in Northfield, Mass. She 
runs a real estate appraisal 
business and specializes in 
antique and rural properties. 
She was on the Massachusetts 
board of directors for the 
National Alliance on Mental 
Illness for several years, as 
their daughter deals with 
bipolar disorder. She wrote, “In 
the 1970s, I was a director of 
special education, and sadly, 
we had more services at that 
time for mental illness than we 
do now. It is an epidemic that 
is not being addressed.”  
They are “actively fighting 
against a pipeline that is sup-
posed to go through our area 
of Massachusetts and into 
lower New Hampshire. Hope-
fully the citizens will prevail,” 
she wrote. They also have 
a cottage in Boothbay 
Harbor, Maine. 

John “Jeff” Cook has received 
the Distinguished Alumnus 
Award from The Fenn School 
in Concord, Mass. "Cookie" was 
honored for his lifelong work in 

early this year, maybe since 
she’d almost finished getting 
her parents’ house cleaned 
out. Then she started projects 
on her own house, doing much 
of the work herself. 

Pat Lynch and husband Dick 

attending a local performance, 
and hiking. Margaret has been 
making digital files of old vinyl 
records and cassette tapes 
and also scanning and digitiz-
ing old family photos. 

Ann Wellington’s card came 

2015: Los Angeles, Cincinnati, 
the Berkshires and Boston, and 
her 50th high school reunion. 
Wherever they go they seem 
to find fun things to do, like 
visiting the American Sign Mu-
seum, going to a hockey game 
or an avant garde concert, 

From left, Jim Hennessy ’71, Alfred Cali ’71 and Jim Podesta ’71 
stand atop a mesa in Big Bend National Park, with Casa Grande 
in the background, during a December 2015 West Texas road trip. 
Al is an estate consultant, appraiser and auctioneer in Cleveland; 
Jim Hennessy has been involved in law, private equity, academ-
ics and as a member of the SLU Alumni Council, and is chair of 
Arizona State University's Law Science and Innovation Center 
Council; and Jim Podesta is a development and communications 
consultant for non-profit organizations in Santa Fe.

Laurentians Rule Hingham
Massachusetts town is home to impressive numbers 

of students and alumni

Hingham, Mass., residents 
Tom Hoffman ’75, left and 
JP Reilly ’19 share a moment 
with the Hoffman Cup after the 
Saints won rights to the trophy 
last fall. The cup, named in honor 
of Hoffman’s father, a King’s Point 
alumnus, goes to the winner of 
each year’s St. Lawrence-King’s 
Point football game.

Last spring, Tom Hoffman ’75 of Hingham, Massachusetts, was headed to Canton for his 
40th reunion when he realized, “all seven of the passengers on the plane were on their 
way to St. Lawrence, and five of us were from Hingham.” 

That’s barely a fraction of the Hingham-St. Lawrence connection. In 2015-16, an impressive 
79 alumni hail from Hingham. So do 15 students, including nine first-years. 

Hoffman and his good friend and fraternity brother Kevin McGrath ’77 say the trend start-
ed in 1986 when both families’ babysitter, Deidre Cavanaugh Anderson ’90, told them she 
was considering other colleges. 

“We asked why she would waste her time at other places when she could go to a great 
school like SLU,” Hoffman jokes. Anderson soon visited St. Lawrence and was sold. 

Hoffman further notes, “Helping spark interest in SLU was the fact that more and more 
alumni started to get jobs in the financial and legal industries in the Boston area, and since 
we have both train and ferry service to Boston, many of them moved to Hingham to start 
families.” 

“It’s nice to go home to a place where you can talk to people who share the same love for 
your school as you do,” says Reed McLeod ’16, who Hoffman coached in youth football.

“Hingham is a bigger town with a small-town feel,” Shannon McHugh ’17 says. “Being sur-
rounded by so many alumni and students gives me a support system all year long.”

“It’s an honor for me to help prospective students out when they’re applying to SLU.” 
McGrath says. “It feels good and it’s time well spent.”

McGrath remembers a recent event in town, where everyone realized about a third of the 
attendees were St. Lawrence alumni. “We immediately organized an SLU photo,” McGrath 
says. “It’s a lot of fun when that type of stuff happens.”

McGrath describes a bagel shop in Hingham where Laurentians tend to congregate. “We 
all purchase SLU apparel for the workers,” he says. “You walk in and the person behind 
the counter will be wearing a St. Lawrence cap. It’s a great reminder of how connected 
Hingham and St. Lawrence are.” 

“SLU and Hingham share similar characteristics,” Reed says. “Everyone seems to know 
everyone, and if someone wants to get involved on campus or in town, they have the 
potential to make a big difference.”        
       —Alexa Mitchell ’16

creativity be damned.” The 
good news is that he was a 
script contributor to the Terry 
Bradshaw shingles ads on TV. 
(“Please remind everybody 
to get their shingles shot!” he 
wrote.)  Son Derek is a first-
year med student at UC 
San Francisco.

Pat Welch Schulze spent part 
of October and November 
celebrating her birthday and 
anniversary in Botswana, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe. In 
January and February she 
was planning a vacation with 
Patricia Kelly Esper ’74 to 
Puerta Vallarta, Mexico, to see 
retired Dean Ginny and Profes-
sor Al Schwartz, who own a 
place there. Pat was part of a 
League Champion USTA 55+ 
Team which made it 
to Nationals.  

An SLU gathering took place 
on Eastern Long Island, where 
Cheryl “Pee Wee” Gross spent 
a “girls’ weekend” for some 
wine-tasting. Nancy Mackay, 
Linda Henderson, Roberta 
Camlin Hanlon ’71 and Joylene 
Dinizio Navarro ’73 joined in 
the fun. Pee Wee said husband 
Gene Mally “is a bit further 
along on our five-year plan to 
get us to our ‘encore’ careers…
he splits his weeks between 

mailto:Barbarajeanious@gmail.com
mailto:ton@stlawu.edu
mailto:dennis.szymanski@gmail.com
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many of my usual Christmas 
cards to report on! John Fox 
has joined the ranks of the 
retired, and Janet Huber Kabel 
complained about the hassle 
of figuring out Medicare (yes, 
we’re that age…), but that’s 
about it.  

I also heard from Jean Alquist 
Bergquist ’72 that a Kappa 
Delta Sigma reunion for the 
classes of 1971, ’72 and ’73 is 
being planned for late August 
on Cape Cod. Let me know if 
you’re interested in attending. 

1976
Mary Izant
20101 North Park Blvd., #1
Shaker Heights, OH 44118
216-363-6417
mizantslu1976classnews@
gmail.com
Next Reunion: 40th, 
June 2-5, 2016

In anticipation of our 40th 
Reunion, John Mazuzan 
reports that he is still living in 
Burlington, Vt., and teaching at 
Burlington High School, where 
Amy Mellencamp has been 
the principal for 17 years. He 
and wife Nina have two sons; 
Alex ’18 is on St. Lawrence’s 
Program in Spain this spring. 
John has been to St. Lawrence 
a lot recently, and reports, “The 
campus looks fantastic and 
still has that magical small-
school charm.” He said he’ll be 
at our reunion.

Amy says daughter Emily 
is finance director for Gov. 

from his tranquil place in the 
Sierra Nevada Mountains of 
California. He had just learned 
of Paul Patrick’s death. He 
said, “I am still stunned and 
reeling, perhaps; when pon-
dering mortality amongst our 
group of friends, the very last 
that I would consider first. I 
did not know Paul well, but on 
visits to Canton for a few re-
unions over these many years, 
he was uncommonly kind and 
attentive. I enjoyed his energy, 
so different from mine.…”  
Ray has been challenged 
by another hip replacement 
surgery, but remains active 
enough for a trip to New 
Zealand and Thailand. 

Jim Reger wins my “Reporter 
at Large” award for sending 
up-to-the-minute photos of 
the Beta Temple restoration 
celebration during Homecom-
ing Weekend last fall. Mike 
Urbonas, Jino Masone, Kevin 
“Wally” Riley and Steve “Skip” 
Graham were among the 100 
“Diamonds in the Dung” to 
commemorate the event. They 
took in the football and hockey 
games and observed that the 
bonds of brotherhood 
remain strong.

1973
Linda Tirelli Herrmann
60 Crosman Avenue
Swampscott, MA 01907
914-656-7471
classof73SLU@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 45th, 2018 
(cluster with ’72, ’74)

News from our classmates has 
been scarce—I didn’t even get 

October 9-11

Maggie Hassan’s run for the 
U.S. Senate in New Hampshire, 
while son Chas finished his 
MBA in entrepreneurship and 
sustainability at UVM, and 
with his father and a cousin, 
has started a natural bever-
age company called “Sap!,” 
straight from maple trees. 
Charlie has finished serving as 
interim leader of the Vermont 
Symphony Orchestra.  

The government department 
and Pi Sigma Alpha hosted 
Bob Meyers as a speaker 
on campus last December 1. 
Bob is senior counsel in the 
Washington, D.C., office of 
Crowell & Moring and a mem-
ber of the firm's Environment 
& Natural Resources Group, 
where he provides counseling 
and regulatory and legisla-
tive representation for clients 
on energy and environmental 
issues, including the Clean Air 
Act (CAA), greenhouse gas 
regulation and climate change. 
Bob has also represented cli-
ents in related litigation before 
the U.S. Court of Appeals. His 
topic was “Emerging Trends 
in Energy Production, Use and 
Policy,” and the promotional 
flyer said in part, “Where will 
energy and environmental 
policy be in 2030 and beyond? 
What economic, legal and 
policy drivers operate behind 
the scenes?”

Sue Eichman North has 
started a new job as a senior 
project manager with ICON 
Clinical Research. “I'll continue 
to work in oncology, as I have 
for the past 11 years,” she said. 
She also is looking forward to 
the 40th Reunion festivities.

Bob Bauerle is splitting time 
in retirement between Big 
Sky, Mont., “where I'm a ski 
bum,” and Big Arm, Mont., on 
Flathead Lake. They travel, 
and “Our sons are running the 
pizza and pretzel businesses 
with some guidance from us.” 
They have a 3-year-old grand-
daughter and perhaps a new 
grandson by now. Bob had 
hip replacements two years 

ago, and says, “Tell everyone 
to not wait if their joints need 
replacement. Life is short.”

Tom Clark wrote that his old-
est daughter graduated from 
SLU last May. “Mary Victoria 
’15 (Molly) headed off to grad 
school for her interpretation/
translation master’s.”

Bob Gang has “two new 
grandsons to go with my two 
going-on-3 granddaughters.” 
He has “totally recovered from” 
a total right knee replacement. 
He and his wife vacation in 
Binic, France, a coastal village 
where oysters are plentiful, 
scallops are big and wine 
is cheap. “I think we found 
heaven,” Bob said. I agree…

Bob and Sue Brown Hal-
lenbeck live in Baltimore, not 
far from his roommate John 
Timson and Bonnie Legro, 
who they see frequently, along 
with fellow ATO Mike Moran 
and Kathleen Naughton 
Moran, who live in Bethesda.  
Their two boys are married 
and on their own, and they 
are “delighted to have a nearly 
2-year-old granddaughter.” 
Bob worked in New Jersey for 
nearly 28 years at a medical 
products company, BD, while 
Sue taught Spanish. Both are 
retired now, and they spend 
time in summer on the St. 
Lawrence River and in winter 
at Stratton Mountain, Vermont. 

They also do a lot of volunteer-
ing. Bob said, “Sue volunteers 
at 10,000 Villages, a not-for-
profit store that specializes 
in fair-trade crafts from small 
villages all over the world.  I 
have served on the board of 
Fairleigh Dickinson University 
since 2000, and have been 
the vice chair of the board 
for many years. I also serve 
on the advisory boards of the 
Department of Biology and 
the College of Law at Syracuse 
University. More recently, I was 
appointed to two Maryland 
state commissions, which were 
formed to further innovation 

and entrepreneurial activities 
among the universities in the 
state and work with early-
stage biotech companies in 
developing strategy.” 

Nikki Matheson has been busy 
designing and teaching cours-
es, through Norwich University, 
in French and Wolof for the 
Vermont National Guard, who 
have been working in the State 
Partnership Program with Sen-
egal. She even got to design a 
Wolof app for them, which has 
been used also by schools and 
NGOs. Last year, she interpret-
ed for the president of Senegal 
and his delegation, for a press 
conference and their visit to 
Vermont with the governor. 
Otherwise, she’s been teach-
ing English to international 
students at NU, French for the 
Alliance Française, and, when 
possible, tutoring English for 
the UN’s Refugee Resettle-
ment Program. She still does 
music for fun and volunteers 
singing in a hospice choir. 
Her CD Invisible Angel won 
her Vermont’s “Vocalist of 
the Year” a few years 
ago, along with some 
encouraging reviews. 

Karin Engstrom Nelson report-
ed a great ADPi reunion of 25 
alumnae in New York City last 
October. Some hadn't seen 
each other since graduation. 
They toured the 9/11 museum, 
saw Beautiful on Broadway 
and explored New York City, 
but “sharing meals and old 
times was the best!” Karin said.

1977
Bonnie Steuart 
9823 Fosbak Drive
Vienna, VA 22182
703-281-2281
bonnie.steuart@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 40th, 2018
(cluster with ’78, ’79)

Pam Vanderborgh Sinacore 
wrote, as promised, about the 
October ADPi reunion in New 
York City: “After almost 40 
years, it was, as Sue Dickman 
Burt '75 said it best, ‘A total 
celebration of the fragility of 
life and the importance of 

lifelong friendship.’” Twenty-
eight sisters attended from the 
classes of 1974 through ’78. 
The group made a donation 
to St. Lawrence in memory of 
Janet Werther Griffin; it was 
Janet's passing in November 
2014 that prompted the ADPi 
group to meet and reconnect.
 
Anne English Barneby '76 de-
scribed lobster rolls at Luke's, 
a flat-bread pizza welcome 
planned by Caryn Thompson 
Brannen '78, the 9/11 museum, 
Mass with the “ADPious,” 
hanging out over leisurely 
breakfast in matching PJs, 
walking in Central Park, lunch 
at Bourbon Street Grill, the 
musical Beautiful and a chap-
ter meeting. “We've reconnect-
ed!" she said. Other attendees 
from '77 were Sue Hearn, Sue 
Ellison Lackmann, Sue Kinney 
Fischer, Lynn Peterson Glover, 
Wendy Harrison Murphy, 
Carol Dennett Filbin and 
Shawne Burke Pecar.

As this went to press Pam and 
Steve welcomed their ninth 
grandchild. As previously 
reported, they hands-down 
win the title “Most Grandkids 
Under Age 5.”

Marty Lawthers Mazdzer is the 
mom of a Men's World Cup 
Luge Champion: her son Chris, 
who recently won in Lake 
Placid. Chris, a member of the 
last U.S. Olympic team, has 
had a super successful World 
Cup tour. 

Bob Kingsley retired Novem-
ber 1, 2014, from his position 
as director of organization for 
the United Electrical, Radio & 
Machine Workers of America 
(UE). He held 17 terms in the 
elected national post, to which 
he was first elected in 1992. 

Bob's career in national leader-
ship took him to 40 states and 
10 foreign countries; the union 
has tens of thousands of mem-
bers worldwide. His recent 
pre-retirement travels included 
Brazil, India and China. 

In a press release, Bob said, 
“I'm proud to have been part 
of the fight for workers’ rights 
for more than 30 years now. I 
drew early inspiration to work 
for social justice from my 
experiences at St. Lawrence.” 
He said his first arrest for civil 
disobedience came during an 
environmental protest where 
SLU students were trying to 
stop construction of a high-
voltage power line across the 
North Country. 

Bob first worked in Vermont, 
then South Dakota before 
moving to D.C. He is married 
to Catherine McNamara, and 
they have three children and 
one grandchild. Congrats on 
your retirement!  

1978
Joel Collamer
29 Hassake Road
Old Greenwich, CT  06870
203-698-0677 (home)
203-820-4523 (cell) 
joel.collame@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 40th, 2018
(cluster with ’77, ’79)

In May 2015, David Armitage, 
CEO and founder of Cartasite, 
was selected as a finalist for 
the Ernst & Young Entrepre-
neur of the Year program in 
the Colorado, Mountain Desert 
region. Cartasite has been 
heralded for reducing motor 
vehicle crash risks through its 
innovative ROVR driver 
safety technology. 

David began his career as 
an exploration geoscientist 
in Oklahoma. He started a 
commercial GIS company, 
GeoGraphix, which developed 
modeling, analytic and visual-
ization software. GeoGraphix 
became a subsidiary of Hal-
liburton in the mid-90s. He 
launched his next venture, 
Qubit, delivering wireless 
Internet tablets, which led 

A New York City gathering of 
Alpha Delta Pi sisters from the 
classes of 1974 through 1978 in 
October 2015 saw a large turn-
out. For details, see the class 
reports from those years.

to the launch of Cartasite in 
2004, with the aim of bringing 
operational analytics to 
the energy and natural 
resource industries. 

North Country reporter Mike 
“Bongo” Quinn provided an 
update with photo entitled 
“Blast from the Past.” Dan 
O'Brien was paddling in the 
Adirondacks and he stopped 
into Bongo’s Lake Placid 
restaurant, Deperados. He lives 
in the Albany, N.Y., area, and 
works for the state Emergency 
Management Office. He has 
two boys; the oldest is at SLU. 

At the New Year, Bongo 
reported, “I was inspired by 
Chris Cumming I saw a post 
by Paige Asplundh Cum-
ming showing Chris on top of 
a Colorado peak. She wrote 
that she couldn't believe he 
had double knee replacement 
surgery last year. Well, I had 
the same on October 12 
and was back to work 
December 7. Success!”

Bongo added that Ann Ellery 
“got together with a group 
in Canton to visit Prof. John 
Green’s widow, Janet, for the 
dedication of a nature trail to 
Doc Green. Nancy Beals 
joined her.”

In early September, my wife, 
Nancy, organized a 60th 
birthday celebration at Green-

What shall we call you?
We want to be sure we’re addressing you the way YOU 
want to be addressed. Let us know if:

•    We’re calling you “Mrs.” and you prefer “Ms.” (or 
     vice versa).
•     Our mailings come to “Mr. John Smith and Dr. Mary 

Smith,” and you prefer “Mary and John Smith.”
•     We’re doing anything else wrong (address-wise, 
      that is). 

We want to respect your wishes. If you have a prefer-
ence we’re not using, please contact Valerie Ingram, 
Director of Donor Relations at vingram@stlawu.edu.

http://gmail.com/
mailto:classof73SLU@gmail.com
mailto:bonnie.steuart@gmail.com
mailto:joel.collame@gmail.com
mailto:vingram@stlawu.edu
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In January, Ed announced 
his retirement after 10 years 
at MasterCard. Having led 
the company’s government 
services and solutions group 
since 2012 as executive vice 
president and managing direc-
tor, he oversaw MasterCard’s 
global efforts to partner with 
foreign governments. 

Stephen Schultz dipped back 
into his SLU artist life this 
winter with a gallery show 
called “Pedagogues and 
Protégés” (love the name) at 
the Wickford Art Association 
in Rhode Island. The show title 
is a nod to Steve’s painting 
teacher, Richard Tomeselli, 
and their 10-member painting 
group, aptly named “Paint-
ers, Over Light.” (They meet 
monthly over breakfast to 
fuel creativity and critique, 
many while juggling full-time 
jobs.)  Steve’s picture, “Arches” 
(a view of the Newport/Pell 
Bridge, Rhode Island), was 
chosen by his fellow members 
as they jointly juried the show. 
It’s possible Steve is finding 
inspiration from his job as vice 
president of investor relations 
at GW Pharmaceuticals, but 
I’m betting his painting is more 
of a numbers respite! Wife 

school next year. Time is really 
flying by!

Having recently spent my last 
Christmas vacation with two 
college students (one gradu-
ates in May—eeek!), I’ve been 
reflecting on life as a college 
senior… specifically an SLU 
college senior. Which, as you 
might imagine, was very enjoy-
able for this 50+ *cough* gal. 
While Matt grimaced about his 
senior project and upcoming 
deadlines, I daydreamed about 
Senior Week. He grunted 
about post-May employment 
and accommodations; I relived 
post-graduation joys. 

But I’m not just shadowing a 
college senior and reliving my 
senior adventures. My senior 
experience (high school edi-
tion) began with a celebration 
in December when twin sons 
of a long-time pal were ac-
cepted early-decision at SLU. 
Huzzah! Since my own refused 
to apply to SLU (something 
about specialized major pur-
suits), I am living vicariously 
through the upcoming Lauren-
tian careers of Liam and Cole 
Burbage, Class of 2020. 

Ed Brandt may be experienc-
ing a whole different kind 
of senior week these days. 

Kealy Salomon reports that 
she and husband Robert Cook 
are enjoying the benefits of 
retirement and the ability to 
escape the cold, dark months. 
They spent almost a month in 
Arizona last winter. As with so 
many of us, elder-care con-
cerns for their parents are both 
sad and at times challenging.

Kealy and Robert built them-
selves an extra room on their 
getaway cottage on Lake 
George. Kealy said she learned 
a lot, and that they are 
still speaking. 

Stacy Lubrano Lamson, 
husband Tim, my husband 
Mark and I met in Boston for 
an evening in early December. 
We were joined by Stacy’s 
son, Jack Lamson, and cousin 
Zach Clayton ’12, which made 
the gathering that much more 
enjoyable and lively!

There is a lot of chatter among 
Delta friends planning to head 
north for the 35th Reunion. I 
hope that others, both Greek 
and independent, are reaching 
out to friends to do the same. 
Reunion Co-chairs Laurie 
Boardman Curley and Roger 
Brandt would appreciate 
seeing many 1980 faces. Tim 
Simpson twisted my arm ever 
so gently to assist him with the 
development aspect. So, if you 
have received our requests for 
monetary contributions, please 
consider giving. We both ap-
preciate your participation at 
any level, and hope to see you 
in a few weeks!

1982
Karen Helle Nemiah 
2680 Congress Street
Fairfield, CT 06824
203-256-1171
karen.nemiah@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 35th, June 2-5, 
2016 (cluster with ’80, ’81)

Via her SLU gift envelope, Linn 
Parrish Elmes reports she is 
enjoying her second year at 
Shire, a global biotech com-
pany focused on rare diseases 
and specialty conditions. Linn 
leads corporate responsibility 
and philanthropy. Her daugh-
ters are off to middle and high 

disgrace” on Youtube). Our 
Class Notes led Kathy to Dick 
Southwick in the Syracuse U.S. 
Attorney’s office. He graciously 
provided her with different 
approaches to the problem. 
Kathy’s children have “flown 
the coop,” but Dick still has 
two young children at home.

Kathy also received help-
ful suggestions from Mollie 
Peek Roland ’78 during a trip 
to Buffalo last summer, and 
from Sara Kruger Bressin ’79, 
who struggled with a similar 
situation several years ago 
in Gloucester, Va. And Roger 
Brandt shared with Kathy his 
knowledge of environmental 
regulations gained through 
his experience as founder and 
president of the Cornerstone 
Group in Rochester, a 
commercial real estate 
development company. 

Kathy’s husband retired from 
Army civilian leadership last 
year. At the recognition event 
were her sister Gina Ellis Truby 
'83 and her family. The Nergers 
plan to remain in Huntsville, 
Ala., for the foreseeable future. 

Kathy graciously commented 
on my efforts as class secre-
tary. I am really pleased that 
our Class Notes help keep us 
in touch and supported. Like 
many of us who are similarly 
distant from old friends, I hope 
that others feel a bit more con-
nected when the St. Lawrence 
magazine arrives. 

A New York City reunion last 
June brought Kathy together 
with freshman hall friends 
Robin Springborn, Susan 
Aasen, Shari Soffen Donner-
meyer and Barbara Goldberg. 

Robin Maddox, now with 
her own law firm, hosted a 
wonderful girls’ weekend 
in Philadelphia with fellow 
Whitmanites Nancy Pollock 
Gallagher, a GlaxoSmithKline 
rep, and Cheryl Lake, a social 
worker. Robin was a fantastic 
host and everyone enjoyed a 
weekend of reminiscing and 
catching up (and laughing 
about bad knees!). 

Cathy Sweeney and Jeff 
McGill are in Litchfield, Conn., 
where they recently celebrated 
their 35th wedding anniversa-
ry. Congrats! Jeff owns a music 
school in nearby Danbury, 
the Music Learning Center. 
An accomplished pianist and 
composer, he and his band, 
the Jeff McGill Group, have 
put out a jazz CD called “Then 
and Now” (www.cdbaby.com/
cd/jeffmcgillgroup). Cathy is 
a vice president with IBM's 
Global Technology Services di-
vision. Their daughter, Heather, 
is grown and living in Syracuse, 
N.Y. Cathy ran into Jim Allen at 
one of her accounts last year—
proving what a small world our 
alumni network is! 

1980
Fran Russo Cress
273 Converse Street
Longmeadow, MA 01106
413-565-2620
mfcress@comcast.net
Next Reunion: 35th, June 2-5, 
2016 (cluster with ’81, ’82)

Our 35th Reunion is this June 
2-5. Please consider joining 
us in the North Country. It is 
a great opportunity to create 
new memories together and 
to enjoy reliving, or perhaps 
only recalling, the old ones we 
share. Despite the passage 
of time, our friendships seem 
more solid and true with each 
passing decade. 

Kathy Ellis Nerger writes that 
in her attempt to deal with an 
issue back in her home town 
of Brant, N.Y., she connected 
with many SLU graduates. (For 
more on this, see “Brant, N.Y., 

who you get to meet, befriend 
and reconnect with, without 
missing a beat.”

In late December, Bruce 
Carlisle commented on 
Facebook that he’d planned to 
mail out Christmas cards, but, 
“[this] is as good as it's going 
to get. Our best to all of you.” 

Tom “Big D” Legg and Joanne 
conveyed that last May they 
were overjoyed to celebrate 
the marriage of their son, Mi-
chael, to Emma Neidert. Emma 
indicated that Joanne has 
been a tremendous role model, 
and if Joanne’s been able to 
put up with Tom for 37 years, 
then she shouldn’t have any 
trouble at all putting up with 
Michael. Joanne reported that 
“Old Scrooge” finally caved in 
and allowed her to remodel 
the kitchen!

Rumor has it that Sue Beucher 
Cady and George relocated in 
December. They moved from 
Vermont to Florida to enjoy 
the warm weather.

1979
Karen Welsh Collins
5305 Willow Cry Lane, Raleigh 
NC 27613
919-846-6789
karen.w.collins@nc.rr.com
Next Reunion: 40th, 2018
(cluster with ’77, ’78)

My recent email message 
yielded quite a few responses. 
It also produced quite a num-
ber of “bounce-backs,” so if 
you didn’t receive a request for 
submission, please consider 
this your invitation to drop me 
a note with an update 
and your correct email.  

Will Clinger hosts a TV 
show called WILD TRAVELS 
(wildtravelstv.com), a series 
that “celebrates the unique-
ness of America and spotlights 
the unconventional and down-
right quirky people, places and 
events across the USA.” On a 
swing through New England in 
October, he spent a night with 
George ’80 and Madelyn Gold-
thwaite Hamilton in Vermont, 
and a few days later, Matt Van 

wich Point, Conn., which was 
attended by Barney Steven-
son and Diane, John and Sue 
Drolet Ferguson and Joel ’77 
and Darcy Rieman MacClaren. 
Numerous undergraduate ad-
ventures and personalities were 
enthusiastically recounted.

In July, Darcy and Joel traveled 
to Europe for a very scenic 
Danube River Biking Cruise. 
They logged many miles and 
improved their fitness as they 
toured Austria and re-visited 
numerous places from their 
SLU semester there.

In late September, Darcy 
and Joel celebrated the arrival 
of their first grandchild, 
Madison Mae Orawiec. 
Congratulations to Madison’s 
parents, Whitney MacClaren 
’09 and Dan Orawiec.

Henley and Michelle De Luca 
Smith’s daughter, Chelsea, is a 
member of Les Deux, a violin 
duo. Last September they 
had the honor of playing the 
national anthem at a Mets-vs.-
Phillies game at Citi Field.

In late October, Suzanne 
D’Amico-Sharp provided info 
about an “awesome NYC ADPi 
Reunion” that was inspired by 
Janet Werther Griffin ’77’s un-
timely death in 2014. She said, 
“Our illustrious house manager, 
Caryn Thompson Brannen, 
had the place stocked with 
beer, wine and snacks, so we 
were able to hit the ground 
running.” Class of ’78 attend-
ees were Anne Zittell Peters, 
Carol Coyne, Caryn Thomp-
son Brannen, Doris Danielson, 
Dorothy Clark Mickiewicz, 
Heather Tobin Sampson, Do-
nelle Belway Wright. 

The event was “deftly orga-
nized by Lynn Peterson Glover 
’77 and Pam Vanderborg 
Sinacore ’77,” Suzanne said. 
“Being together with so many 
in one place reminded me (not 
that I really ever doubted it) 
of what's so special about a 
place like St. Lawrence and 

Wagner joined him for lunch 
at the Manchester, N.H., airport 
before Will’s plane back to 
Chicago. Will also keeps in 
touch with Dennis Barden 
and Marlon, who he saw on 
an earlier trip to Lake Geneva, 
Wis.

Lee Mulry Dieck and Bill con-
tinue to live and work outside 
NYC.  Bill is an ophthalmologist 
and Lee is working on ethical 
leadership programming. They 
have three adult children: a 
daughter who works at the 
Gemologic Institute of Ameri-
ca, a son who is a dancer with 
the New York City Ballet and 
a daughter who is pursuing a 
Ph.D. in biomedical sciences at 
Columbia. Lee says they keep 
in touch with Russ Wells and 
that they enjoy relaxing in 
the Adirondacks, particularly 
at White Pine Camp in the 
Saranac Lake area. 

Charles Hall has worked for 
the state of Rhode Island for 16 
years as a social case worker 
and lives in Charlestown, R.I.  
His daughter Christine 
recently graduated from 
Suffolk University.

Carol Shaw Maxwell is in 
Saratoga Springs, N.Y., where 
she moved in 2008 after many 
years in San Francisco. Carol 
has two sons, one in eighth 
grade and the other at UMass 
Amherst, pursuing fiction 
writing and poetry. Carol is 
the CEO of a tech startup 
that makes microbial fuel cells 
to clean wastewater without 
using energy. She is also presi-
dent of a small, local non-profit 
that screens independent, 
foreign and documentary films 
that aren't shown at 
multiplex theaters.  

No Notes?
Classes that do not appear either did not receive any 
news, or lack a class reporter. To submit news, find 
your class reporter’s contact information by 
visiting alumni.stlawu.edu/classnotes and clicking 
on the appropriate decade. To volunteer to be a class 
reporter, contact Joe Keniston, jkeniston@stlawu.edu 
or 315-229-1858.

Last year’s softball Senior Day was an occasion for two families 
to meet up on the St. Lawrence sports fields. From left are 
John Cooper '83, Christy McKinnon Cooper '84, Lennie 
Dougherty McKinnon '58, team member Brady Cooper '15 
(back), Michelle Reid Plimpton '82, Sandy Steinkuller Plimpton 
'59, Mark Plimpton '83, team member Kyle Plimpton '15 and 
Bill Plimpton '55. Mark and Michelle Plimpton are Kyle Plimpton's 
parents, while Bill and Sandy Plimpton are her grandparents.  
John and Christy Cooper are Brady’s parents, and Lennie 
McKinnon is her grandmother.

mailto:karen.nemiah@gmail.com
http://www.cdbaby.com/
mailto:mfcress@comcast.net
mailto:karen.w.collins@nc.rr.com
http://wildtravelstv.com/
http://alumni.stlawu.edu/classnotes
mailto:jkeniston@stlawu.edu
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was active in summer theater and traveled around the world 
many times after retiring and being named senior lecturer emeri-
tus. In retirement he also served as designer, director and admin-
istrator with the College Light Opera Company on Cape Cod.

Associate Professor of Physics Emeritus Robert A. Lufburrow 
died December 17, 2015, at the age of 93. A U.S. Navy veteran, he 
held degrees from Berea College and the University of Wisconsin 
and was affiliated with the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute 
before joining the St. Lawrence faculty in 1958. A popular teacher 
of Introductory Physics, among other courses, “Luf” retired in 
1984 and traveled extensively before settling in Oregon. Three 
children and their families are among his survivors.

Susan E. Ward, emerita professor of English, died December 11, 
2015. She joined the faculty in 1975, bearing degrees from Carne-
gie Mellon and the University of Connecticut, and retired in 2009. 
She taught literature, creative non-fiction and journalism courses, 
and was an adviser to The Hill News. She also taught under a 
Fulbright grant in Germany and directed St. Lawrence’s program 
in London. Editor of the diaries of a woman who ran her family’s 
farm near Canton in the early 20th century, she also authored 
articles on Jack London and American women writers.  
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and their three children. Dave 
owns his own environmental 
consulting firm, which calls for 
a fair amount of travel and al-
lows him to drop in on friends 
across the country. Among 
them: Peter Everett and Tim 
Kenney in Georgia, Joe Orlan-
do in California, David Weider 
and Brad Watson in Vermont, 
and Bret Watson in Maine. 

After 15 years as a develop-
ment professional at the 
United Nations, Anne Githuku-
Shongwe embarked on an 
amazing new journey to help 
position Africa’s youth for 
success. Afroes (www.afroes.
com), a tech social enterprise 
that “gamifies” life skills for dis-
advantaged African youth, was 
started by Anne in 2009, and 
she says it is already making 
an impact. Anne is a mother 
of three, a public speaker and 
a thought leader on entre-
preneurship, social innovation 
and women’s technology. But 
that’s not all! This year, Anne 
was appointed UN Women 
Regional Representative for 
Southern Africa. She says it's 
a huge job with a multitude of 

Suzee Ryan Meehan is in Fair-
field, Conn., doing the stay-at-
home mom thing with Peter, 
13, and Libby, 8. Like any self-
respecting former marketing 
person, she took on the role of 
PTA president at her daugh-
ter's school last year, and this 
year couldn’t say no to the 
presidency of the PTA Council 
for the 16 schools in her town. 
When not volunteering, she 
loves traveling and spinning 
around town in her "new" 1973 
Karman Ghia convertible.

Vicki Rodwin Ferentz is still 
living in Maine. Her daughter 
just turned 12 and her step-son 
is out of college and support-
ing himself with a great job 
down in Boston. She and Bill 
celebrated their 15th anniver-
sary last summer with a short 
trip up the coast to Acadia 
National Park. Vicki started at 
Acadia Benefits in 1990, and 
became a partner in 1994. 
Her work has certainly had its 
challenges with the Affordable 
Care Act over the last 
five years! 

1987
Kristin Johnson Coppola
142 Bayridge Lane
Duxbury, MA  02332
781-934-0769
kcoppola3@verizon.net 
Next Reunion: 30th, 2017 
(cluster with ’86, ’88) 

Dave Oldow is living in 
Mansfield, Mass., with Krista 

major and a chemistry minor. 
Their son Jacob is in ninth 
grade, and a percussionist in 
marching band. Tim competes 
in Ironman events across the 
United States, and is a family 
physician, while Maria is a 
part-time health and 
wellness counselor.

Doug Sprague of Pittsburgh 
undertook a mission trip to 
Bongolo Hospital in Gabon, 
Africa, to help lead a construc-
tion project, and to provide 
coaching to the missionary 
team. At press time he was to 
be there for two months, from 
January 21 through the end 
of March. 

Jill Pflugheber had the 
BEST Christmas EVER in Hot 
Springs, Ark., with her daugh-
ter Sara Tittle ’12, who works 
for a race horse trainer. Jill 
ran into Jane Turner and they 
spent a few minutes catching 
up, so anyone who rode at 
SLU might've had their
ears burning!

Steven Metivier and Kathy 
are in Buffalo, N.Y., where he 
works with the Army Corps 
of Engineers. Kathy works tax 
seasons at an accounting firm, 
where she spent a bunch of 
years, and also knits afghans 
for lucky friends and relatives. 
Steve was in the same Iron-
man race as Tim Shea in Lake 
Placid last July. 

things was to have classmates 
write their ambitions, goals, 
and a saying about them-
selves. One of the pages had 
the line written by my grand-
father’s brother, Royal Garlock 
’29, in 1928. A hockey player, 
he wrote that his greatest 
ambition was, “Beat Clarkson 
in Hockey.” I am guessing it 
might be the first time a player 
saw the significance in beating 
our local rival. (We lost the 
first meeting, in 1926, 1-0, in 
only the second year of SLU 
hockey.) I am having it framed 
with the caption, “A Rivalry 
is Born.” It will be an auction 
item for the Saints hockey 
fundraiser this coming year, so 
get ready to bid. It is a piece 
of SLU hockey history, the 
birth of a rivalry that is now 90 
years old!

Send a note to a classmate 
you have lost touch with, or 
share a thought via a personal 
letter. You have no idea what 
impact may result from your 
kindness of just saying hello.  
Let’s Go, Saints!

1986
Joy Ciarcia-Levy
26 Sherbrooke Rd.
Hartsdale, NY 10530
914-591-1936
joyskates@aol.com
Next Reunion: 30th, 2017 
(cluster with ’87, ’88)

Maria Stephens Shea and Tim 
’84 are in Asheville, N.C. Their 
daughter attends UNC-Ashe-
ville as a health and wellness 

specific field to their profes-
sors at SLU. John Pritchard 
was one of the first SLU 
students to focus on film and 
video as a fine arts major. His 
advisers were Roger Bailey 
(video art) and Steve Papson 
(sociology/film). After many 
years of commercial work in 
NYC and Boston, he now lives 
in the Berkshire Mountains 
(Williamstown, Mass.), and is 
an educational film director/
producer and owner of a 
multimedia publishing studio, 
Eternal Ways (http://eternal-
ways.com). 

Last November, John had a 
world premiere of his first 
international documentary 
film, “One Heart—One Spirit,” 
at the 12th Annual Red Nation 
Film Festival in Hollywood. 
The film was shot in northern 
Australia and is about a Native 
American flute player meeting 
the oldest surviving culture in 
the world: the 40,000-year-
old Aboriginal people of the 
Yolngu nation. Check out 
the trailer and first couple of 
minutes at onehearttribe.com. 
Perry Vayo, Academy Award-
winning screenwriter and 
media producer, stated, 
“Wow! It’s an awesome film 
with an awe-filled message 
and awe-inspiring people! 
Love the message of unity 
and compassion!” 

If you get a chance, check out 
Tom Chiarella’s article that was 

the 1856 Penny. Don Rodbell 
received it from Enid Wonna-
cott. During the 30th reunion 
they had connected, along 
with a former penny holder, 
Shelly Wright Kempton. Don 
ran the Stockade-athon 15K 
in Schenectady with Ward 
Kane, and they saw legendary 
SLU runner Lee Pollock ’74 at 
the finish line, complete with 
his SLU racing attire. Don has 
sent the 1856 Penny to Ward. 
Remember, send a personal 
note; the penny might be a 
connection that could mean a 
great deal for the receiver!

Bob Koshgarian joined 
O’Connell & Aronowitz as a 
partner last year. The firm is 
based in Albany, N.Y.  Please 
reach out to Bob via Linkedin 
and he will be a hero to his 
marketing department. If he 
gets a hundred requests, he 
will make a donation to SLU’s 
1856 Club!

Mike Quinn, who was an All-
American at SLU, said his son 
Jack ’18 was on the U.S. team 
that competed in the World 
Triathlon Championship in 
Chicago last September. He 
finished 18th in the 19-U age 
group. Mike’s daughter, Ellie, 
has been accepted into the 
Class of 2020! 

I always like to receive updates 
that attribute their start in a 

Heather Bow Schultz is no 
doubt his muse in her spare 
time, but lately she’s been en-
joying her mother-of-the-bride 
responsibilities for daughter 
Erin’s wedding. 

To be filed under random acts 
of fun, I had a clandestine 
run-in late fall with Siobhan 
McAndrews Fitzgerald. She 
and her son were up from 
Texas, college-hunting in the 
Northeast and a happy SLU 
parking lot reunion unfolded. 
It’s the great Saints gift: 
Connections everywhere!

I hope you have your calendar 
blocked off for the ultimate 
Class of ’82 senior experience 
—our 35th reunion, June 2-5, 
2016.  If you think the math is 
off, you’re right; it’s a cluster 
of fun for three classes, ’80 
through ’82. More friends if you 
want them; plenty of ’82ers 
if you don’t.  Whatever your 
intentions, visit SLU’s website 
to stay apprised. Meanwhile, 
start reliving that Senior Week 
dream now with hashtags 
#SLU82Reunion and #SLU82.  

1983
Eric Kozlowski
49 Clovercrest Drive
Rochester, NY 14618
(c) 585-230-7400
(h) 585-461-3784
twoslu@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 35th, 2019 
(cluster with ’84, ’85)

It’s always fun to start the 
notes with the progress of 

1: Patrick Considine ’12 and Melanie Solandt ’12,
    August 8, 2015, Hummingbird Nest Ranch in 
    Santa Susana, Calif.
2: Kevin Balben ’10  and Chantal McCart, 
    September 12, 2015, Wayland, Mass.

3: Brittanie Taillon ’11 and Richard Mendez, 
    October 10, 2015, Canton, N.Y.
4: Jess Mott ’08 and Brian Fredriksen, 
     May 2015, Cooperstown, N.Y. 
5: Kelly Saelek Gatewood ’08 and Ben Gatewood,
    October 12, 2013, South Pasadena, Calif.

WEDDINGS
We celebrate new beginnings
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posted on the Indianapolis Star 
website. He wrote an article 
titled, “Celebrity Profiler: Tom 
Chiarella in His Own Words.” 
Please finish reading this 
column first. I doubt you will 
come back after reading his 
excellent piece of journalism!

Tony Spencer, John Green, 
Gary Sheldon, Rick McKelvey, 
Mike Leonard and Jeff Barnes 
had a four-day golf outing last 
fall in the Pinehurst, N.C., area. 
They have been getting to-
gether every year since gradu-
ation. Tony’s daughter Alex 
’15 is a Noyce Fellow at Tufts 
University, getting a master’s 
in teaching, and will be teach-
ing middle school starting in 
September. His other Chip, 
Natalie ’18, has pledged Kappa, 
and Rick's daughter, Meaghan 
’19, was her pledge mom. 
Tony and Sue spend much of 
their free time with John and 
his wife, Laura Tilaro, David 
Behrens '82 and wife Claire, 
and Kevin McKelvey '87 and 
Liza Elliott-McKelvey '86. I can 
imagine each dinner gathering 
has a SLU table cloth.

I purchased a St. Lawrence 
memory book several years 
ago. One of the traditional 

mailto:kcoppola3@verizon.net
mailto:joyskates@aol.com
http://ways.com/
http://onehearttribe.com/
mailto:twoslu@gmail.com
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Weekend with fellow alumni 
and their kids. Tailgaters in-
cluded Randy Sieminski, Chris 
and Cathy Hallett DeLorenzo, 
Dan O’Connor, Chris Hogan, 
Macky and Betsy Fleming 
MacPherson, Jim ’86 and 
Kerry Byrnes Dario, James 
Taylor ’85, Bob Weaver ’85, 
Chris Hurd ’85, Mike Aceti ’85 
and Mike Arpey ’85. The group 
also enjoyed watching football 
and preseason hockey games 
before ending their day at the 
Hoot Owl. 

Patrick H. Flanagan, of the 
Raleigh firm Cranfill Sumner 
& Hartzog LLP, has been se-
lected for inclusion in the 2016 
North Carolina Super Lawyers 
list. He practices in the areas 
of employee litigation and 
defense.

1988
Susie Somerville Swindell
173 Weed Street
New Canaan, CT  06840
203-966-4695
stlawrence88@optimum.net
Next Reunion: 30th, 2017 
(cluster with ’86, ’87)

After traveling all over the U.S. 
with the Navy, Julie D’Angelo 
Gregory and her family settled 
in Appleton, Wis. They have 
lived there for 12 years, and 
found the weather is quite 
similar to Canton’s. A 2015 
highlight for Julie and her hus-
band, Patrick, was completing 
the Marine Corps Marathon in 
Washington, D.C., his first ever. 
They are the proud parents 

a terrific honor and also great 
to see and catch up with old 
teammates.” Chris has been 
in-house counsel with Fujifilm 
for six years, but finds time to 
see some old friends like Bill 
Lederman and Doug Collum 
on occasion. Chris reports that 
Bill is working in construction 
in Boston and doing quite well. 

Will Wise writes that after 10 
years as senior vice president 
of IT Events at UBM, he has 
become managing director, In-
ternet of Things at Penton Me-
dia in Emeryville, Calif. Penton 
Media offers a comprehensive 
portfolio of information ser-
vices, media and events across 
horizontal technologies. 

Paul Kenny and Lisa recently 
celebrated their 21st anniver-
sary. They have four wonderful 
children: Greg, Liam, Hannah 
and Jillian. Paul has been 
teaching science for 29 years 
in Dover Plains, N.Y., and has 
coached football and lacrosse 
with Ryan McConville ’07 and 
Rob Zapletal ’92 respectively.

Kristin Oberg Hubbard 
moved to New London, N.H., 
in 2013 with Matt and their 
four children. After decades of 
animal rescue work, she finally 
founded her own nonprofit 
feline rescue, NH Kittens. To 
date, she has saved over 300 
cats. Kristin recently spent 
a weekend with KDS sis-
ters Pamm Savage Ranaldi, 
Lindsey Truscott Breslin ’88, 
Kim Jones Hewson and Joyce 

challenges revolving around 
the plight of women. 

Sarah Baitsell Oliver is running 
a successful handbag business 
in Mill Valley, Calif., where she 
resides with her husband, 
Mark, and two children, Annie 
and Will. It even survived the 
hit TV show “Shark Tank.” 
For more, see “Laurentian 
Connections” on page 59. 
Congratulations, Sarah (and 
the Purlettes)! 

Another one of our classmates 
enjoying the limelight is Doug 
Collum. For five years, Doug 
has been building a successful 
business in the Adirondacks, 
creating handmade beeswax 
candles shaped like sticks, 
twigs and branches. Stick 
Candles (www.stickcandles.
com) has already been fea-
tured in Martha Stewart Living 
Magazine, and Doug says 
a cross-promotion is in the 
works with Etsy and the 
Starwood Hotels Element 
Brand. Stick Candles recently 
moved to North Carolina, 
where Doug now lives, but he 
holds onto the dream of one 
day returning to Old Forge, 
N.Y., where it all began. 

Christian Dunlay recently 
visited our alma mater for the 
induction of the 1987 and 1988 
track teams into the Athletics 
Hall of Fame. He says, “It was 

1:  Tim Senter ’10 and Becca Klar ’10, 
     August 22, 2015, Nashville, Tenn. 
2:  Eliza Doton ’06 and Paul Cichonski, 
     August 16, 2014, Quechee, Vt.

3:  Melissa Rixford ’09 and Nate Farmer ’09, 
     June 27, 2015, Charlotte, Vt. 
4:  Carissa Thompson-Snow ’06 and Wendell Walters,
     August 29, 2015, West Addison, Vt.  
5:  Allison Webster ’11 and Andrew Kraus ’09, 
     August 22, 2015, Franconia, N.H.

For details, check the respective Class Notes.
We publish wedding photos that meet our 
technical requirements on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Those that do not appear in 
this issue may be scheduled for a future one.
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Docherty Hammel ’86 on 
Block Island. 

Mary Beth Clary Sheridan 
is living in Silver Spring, Md., 
where she works with Kristin 
Fitzgerald at the EPA on 
hazardous waste regulations. 
She recently hosted her first 
Shadow-a-Saint day; she 
showed a St. Lawrence junior 
around her office and they 
caught up on all things SLU. (If 
you are interested in partici-
pating in the Shadow-a-Saint 
program, please go to www.
stlawu.edu/career-services/
volunteer-shadow-saint.) Mary 
Beth, her husband and their 
two kids spent Christmas ski-
ing in Colorado with her fresh-
man roommate Heidi Schmidt 
McKenna and Byrne. 

Lizbeth London Wright (left) 
and Laura Mcdonald Hills 
visited a ranch in Arizona this 
past fall where they met Rob-
bie Abbe Hallowell ’76 (right). 
The three had quite a few 
laughs together.

Chris DeLorenzo reports a 
great time tailgating at Family 

What started out as a hobby for Sarah Baitsell Oliver ’87, 
right, turned into one of the biggest successes on ABC’s hit 
television show “Shark Tank” last December. 

The founder of sarah oliver handbags, Oliver sells women’s 
accessories knit by members of the Purlettes, a group of 
senior citizens from the Redwoods Senior Community in 
Mill Valley, California. “I began working with them because 
of the fond memories I have of knitting with my mom and 
grandmother,” she explains.

Many of Oliver’s friends suggested she look into “Shark 
Tank,” but at first she didn’t think the show was right 
for her company.  She changed her mind after being 

approached by one of the show’s producers and watching a few episodes. “I went from 
not knowing anything about the show to finding out every single detail about it and the 
sharks,” she recalls. 

For Oliver, entering the tank was an intense experience. “It was like taking a huge exam,” 
she explains. “There’s so much information that you’re prepared to talk about, and at the 
same time this huge emotional sense of responsibility to present yourself and your 
company in the best way possible. And you have only one chance.” 

That’s all she needed:  Oliver “reeled in” $250,000 and three sharks—Lori Greiner, Robert 
Herjavec and Kevin “Mr. Wonderful” O’ Leary—to advise her. She had anticipated 500 
orders but received more than double that, as well as countless emails and press requests—
all during the holiday season. 

The night her segment aired, Oliver was with the Purlettes. “I knew the outcome, so I spent 
the evening watching them react,” she says. “They were so excited to be there and see their 
work pay off. There was electricity in the air that we all felt. It was a really proud moment 
for us.”

Entrepreneurs know that in order to be successful, they can’t be afraid to ask for help. 
Oliver is no different. “I’d love to get feedback from the St. Lawrence community and hear 
what expertise others have to offer,” she says. In return, she offers some advice to those 
Laurentians holding on to the next great idea: “Just move forward with it. There is never a 
perfect time.”       —Alexis Williams ’15

LAURENTIAN CONNECTIONS
SARAH BAITSELL OLIVER ’87, SARAH OLIVER HANDBAGS, www.saraholiverhandbags.com

of four children. Their oldest 
daughter got married last 
June; their second daughter is 
in PT school at Northwestern; 
their son is finishing up at the 
University of Iowa; and their 
youngest daughter is in high 
school and starting her 
college search.  

Bobby Lawrence lives in 
Rowayton, Conn., with Leslie 
and their children. In January, 
he became a mentor to a 
current SLU senior in the 
“Shadow a Saint” program.  
He reports that it was an 
awesome experience, was 
fun to hear that the SLU vibe 
hasn’t changed, and is a great 
way to connect with the next 
generation at St. Lawrence.  

Tim Baker has been in Florida 
for four years, first in a bun-
galow in Key West and then 
aboard his boat "Kalypso."  
He has sailed and worked an 
ongoing international develop-
ment consulting gig with a 
business partner in Canada, 
Africa, the Mideast and most 
recently the South Pacific.

Joe Felo has been in Cleve-
land for 23 of the 28 years 
since graduating from St. 
Lawrence.  His plan was to 
spend four years training in 
pathology at the Cleveland 
Clinic, and then move back to 
New York State to practice in 

mailto:stlawrence88@optimum.net
http://stlawu.edu/career-services/
http://www.saraholiverhandbags.com/


60 61

CLASS NOTES
ST. LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY MAGAZINE  |  SPRING 2016

a hospital setting. Instead, he 
met the loves of his life: Laurie, 
to whom he has been married 
for 18 years, and forensic 
pathology. Recently, he was 
promoted to chief deputy 
medical examiner, overseeing 
the completion of autopsies. 
Some of his cases have been 
highlighted on A&E’s “The First 
48,” so watch closely and you 
may get a glimpse of him at 
a crime scene. Like father, like 
son: 16-year-old Chris plays 
the drums in his high school 
marching band and Joe has 
been the “roadie,” driving the 
equipment truck. He says that 
sitting in the bleachers at foot-
ball games brings back fond 
memories of Appleton Arena, 
where he played drums with 
the SLU Pep Band. 

Tom Chenoweth appeared in 
a January episode of NBC’s 
“Shades of Blue”; he played a 
thug getting escorted to jail. 
He keeps in touch with Peter 
Ham, Jim Menapace, Beth 
Schilling, John Dent and 
Matt Van Wie.

1989
Debbie Burdette Ritter
525 Moorefield Road
Springfield, OH  45502
937-399-2516
dritter1989@yahoo.com
Next Reunion: 30th, 2020

Kristen Snyder Vogel, principal 
of Tewksbury Memorial High 

1:  Kelly O’Connell ’08 and Fraser Mackay ’08, 
     September 27, 2015, Windham, N.Y.
2:  Meaghan Koeller '11 and Matthew Conroy, 
     August 2015, Beverly, Mass. 
3:  Meg Martin ’07 and Marc Morley, 
     August 29, 2015, Gunnison Memorial Chapel,
     Canton, N.Y.  

School in Massachusetts 
since 2014, works with Anne 
McGregor Fay ’87, a special 
education teacher. Kristen’s 
oldest daughter, Sarah ’19, 
represents the third genera-
tion of her family to attend our 
alma mater. Sarah is loving her 
experience, and Kristen is en-
joying being back on campus 
for visits.

Mark and Bernadette Fitzger-
ald Travis live in Homer, N.Y., 
with their three kids and 
various animals. They are 
celebrating 25 years of mar-
riage and 30 years of knowing 
each other, having met in 
our freshman year. They run 
a small computer consulting 
and development company. 
Mark also serves as IT and 
creative director at a New York 
business brokerage for middle- 
market clients.  He writes, 
“The diversity and fast pace of 
projects in this area have re-
kindled my energy for working 
in the IT sector that I enjoyed 
when we started our business 
20 some years ago.” Mark and 
Bernadette happened to see 
a number of alumni during 
their travels last year, including 
Sandy Luick, Chris Cox ’91n, 
Jackie Pierce, Karen Moon ’86 
and Kate Dewey.
 
Relani Prudhomme has 
worked as an outreach and 
education coordinator for the 
Occupational Health Clinical 
Center of the North Country in 
Canton since 2011 and loves it. 
Her oldest child is in her first 

year at Hamilton College, while 
her son will graduate this year 
from Cheshire High School 
in Cheshire, Conn.  She and 
a group of alumni who were 
involved in the early stages 
of forming Commons College 
are planning to gather in the 
spring to honor Professor of 
Government Joseph Kling as 
he retires. Relani commented 
that Dr. Kling’s career has 
touched many lives over 
the years.

Glenn King continues to be 
employed as an assistant 
attorney general with the 
New York State Office of the 
Attorney General. He defends 
negligence claims against the 
State of New York, includ-
ing all ski cases that come in 
from the three state-owned 
facilities. Since 2011, he has 
been a faculty member of the 
National Association of Attor-
neys General in their Training 
and Research Institute, which 
allows him to travel all over the 
country and teach advocacy 
and negotiation skills to other 
assistant/deputy attorneys 
general. He lives in Guilder-
land, N.Y., with Theresa and 
their 14-year-old triplets John, 
Charlotte and Sally.

John Carter and LouAnn have 
relocated from New York City 
to London as part of his role 
with J.P. Morgan. He is the 

international head of the 
cash and liquidity markets 
group within J.P. Morgan 
Investor Services.

Dave Liddell celebrated 26 
years with PanAgora Asset 
Management in Boston in 2015.  
He also helped his son, Gavin, 
with his college search, making 
sure to include St. Lawrence in 
their visits. Dave and his wife, 
Jeanine “Jeanie” Parshley 
Liddell ’90, also have a 
daughter in junior high school.  

Last year brought many 
opportunities for Dave to 
visit with St. Lawrence friends. 
During a ski trip to Jay Peak in 
Vermont, he met up with Peter 
Ostwald. In the spring, he 
got together with a group of 
Sigma Pi brothers at the home 
of Chris '90 and Heidi Ulrich 
Dearborn ’90. He also traveled 
to Hampton Beach, N.H., for a 
Dark Star Orchestra show with 
Peter, James Powell '90, Rob 
O'Neil '90, Dave Harwood '90, 
Kenneth “K.C.” Swenson '90 
and Byron Martin '90.

Over the summer, Jennifer 
Hedberg '90, who is a teacher 
in Virginia, visited Dave and 
Jeanie. August included fish-
ing on Trout Lake, about a 
half-hour from campus, with 

Ed Vertulo '90, Paul Folan and 
Rob Nigolian. They played a 
round of golf on the St. Law-
rence golf course as the stu-
dents were arriving on campus 
to begin the new school year, 
and he admitted to being a 
bit jealous!

Dave had a quick visit with 
Chuck LeVine, who had 
recently moved from Con-
necticut to New Hampshire 
while retaining his job at 
State Street Global Advisors 
in Boston. Finally, at the end 
of the year, he made his an-
nual pilgrimage to Steamboat 
Springs, Col., to catch up with 
Matt Carrigan '92. While riding 
up the chairlift, he struck up 
a conversation with a fellow 
skier who lives in Steamboat. 
It turned out that skier was 
from the Class of 1996. Dave 
got only his first name, “Rick.” 
Dave wrote, “I find that almost 
anywhere I go, I meet some-
one who is attending or has 
attended St. Lawrence, and it 
is always a pleasure when I do. 
Wherever that meeting occurs, 
it is always with that mutual 
look and smile that says ‘we 
sure were lucky.’”
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For details, check the respective Class Notes.
We publish wedding photos that meet our 
technical requirements on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Those that do not appear in 
this issue may be scheduled for a future one.

St. Lawrence has a wider connection to the canine world than the students’ much-antici-
pated exam week “Doggy De-Stress” days: Andrea Arden ’90, Animal Planet’s pet expert. 
Arden has appeared on numerous Animal Planet programs, and been a featured guest on 
many other network and popular television shows (see the photo caption for details).
   This high-profile career arose from a humble beginning. While apprenticing for a dog 
training school after college, she decided to venture out on her own, founding Andrea 
Arden Dog Training in 1994. 
    “I must have inherited an entrepreneurial gene from my father,” she says. “What started 
as an operation of one, with me being solely responsible for every aspect of the business, 
has grown into a wonderful team of nine people, all driven by the same goals and all pro-
viding much-needed support in a career that can be emotionally taxing.” Arden has been 
named the best dog trainer in the state by New York, Time Out, W and Quest magazines, 
as well as by the New York Daily News. 
     All of this print and television publicity hardly scratches the surface; in addition to being 
a published author (four dog training books) and columnist (Dog Fancy and New York Dog 
magazines), Arden fights for the wellbeing of animals across the country. She serves on the 
Board of Directors of the Animal Legal Defense Fund, which strives to advance the inter-
ests of animals through our legal system. She’s also on the Board of Directors of Pets for 
Patriots, an organization that facilitates the permanent placement of adult dogs and cats 
with participating military families across America. 
     For more than 20 years, Arden and her team have been helping New York dog own-
ers form rewarding and healthy relationships with their canine companions. “In addition to 
the emotional and social benefits,” she says, “countless studies have shown that dogs are 
good for our physical health. Basically, dogs make us healthier, happier, and overall better 
people.”                 —Charlotte Crawford ’16

Every Day a Dog Day
 Trainer Andrea Arden ’90 is television’s go-to dog person

In addition to “Live with Kelly & Michael,” shown here, 
Andrea Arden ’90, left, has also appeared on “The Today 
Show,” “20/20,” “Dateline NBC,” “The View,” “CBS 
News,” CNN, Fox, PBS, Fox News and Lifetime. She can 
be seen on the Animal Planet shows “Dogs 101,” “Cats 
101,” “Pets 101,” “America’s Cutest Dog,” “America’s 
Cutest Cat” and “Underdog to Wonderdog,” and was 
the trainer for FX’s Emmy Award- winning show 
“The Pet Department.”

Books by Andrea Arden: Barron’s Dog Training Bible, Dog-Friendly Dog Training, Train Your Dog 
the Lazy Way, The Little Book of Dog Tricks.

54:  Noel Luciano ’08 and James Quivey ’08, 
     May 24, 2014, Brant Lake, N.Y. 
5:  Joe Trocino '08 and Casey Morelli, 
     October 17, 2015, Schenectady, N.Y.
         

mailto:dritter1989@yahoo.com
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and Skadden, Arps, Slate, 
Meagher and Flom in Wash-
ington, D.C., on January 11, 
2016, I joined the United States 
Department of the Treasury in 
the Office of Tax Policy as an 
attorney adviser responsible 
for tax policy and guidance 
related to IRS procedure and 
administration.”

Alex Pitsirilos has many things 
to keep him out of too much 
trouble. He has a small real 
estate business in NYC, under 
the banner of Keller Williams, 
is a DJ and music producer 
and is “a regular Yogi and ac-
tive in my spiritual practice.”

Liz Hollenbach and husband 
Eric Tremble welcomed Oliver 
Francis Tremble last Oct. 27. 
“His first year included lots of 
skiing, biking and running with 
us,” they said. I hope he grows 
up loving the snow as much as 
you guys do.

Soo Rhee Brown wrote with 
news of their second girl, 
Kaelyn Alexis Brown, born last 
Sept. 22. “Elyse, her 2-year-
old big sister, has adjusted 
very well and they're sweet 
together,” Soo said. Soo’s 
been at Morgan Stanley since 
graduation, now heading 
their U.S. Community Affairs. 
“There is a decent SLU alumni 

the southernmost city in the 
world. But they made it. And 
they’re still married. To each 
other. The total mileage trip 
was 19,903. That works out to 
28 miles and $21 per person 
per day. Their website (www.
wanderwheels.com) is an 
interesting read (so is the story 
by Aaron Todd in the Fall 2015 
St. Lawrence) and details, 
sometimes with multi-digit 
precision, some of the intrica-
cies of their adventures. But 
hey, they met each other on 
bikes riding across the United 
States, fell in love, got married 
and eventually decided to sell 
everything and live their lives 
in bike saddles. Ludicrous or 
not, I’m interested. 

Kate and Zach Green have 
welcomed daughter number 
two, Samantha, to our little 
planet. “Our oldest daughter, 
Zoey, couldn't be more excited 
to be a big sister,” she wrote. 

Proving that no matter how 
hard I try, I will never hear 
the end of the band Phish, 
Katherine Peck writes in with 
the following: “I got married 
this New Year's at Madison 
Square Garden at the Phish 
show! Husband and I met on 
a plane on the way to a Phish 
show a couple years ago from 
California to Colorado. 
Seemed fitting. ” 

Brendan T. O’Dell reports, 
“After more than 10 years in 
private practice focused on tax 
controversy and tax litigation 
at the law firms of WilmerHale 

overseeing all Army aviation 
activities from India to the U.S. 
West Coast. Mike says that it 
was a nice retirement ceremony 
on historic Palm Circle at Fort 
Shafter, Hawaii. His wife and son 
were there, and his parents flew 
out from New Jersey. 

Mike has since been hired 
by the National Cemetery 
Administration, which is part 
of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs. He is participating in 
a one-year internship in St. 
Louis for cemetery directors 
and once that is complete next 
summer, he will be assigned as 
a director or assistant direc-
tor at one of the 131 federal 
cemeteries around the U.S. 
Mike says it is a great way to 
continue to support veterans 
and their families. Congratula-
tions on your retirement, and 
thank you for your service!

Greg Griffin had a son in the 
fall. After being born early, Ben 
is home and doing well. Greg, 
who has two older daughters, 
still works in development for 
the Sisters of St. Francis of the 
Neumann Communities and 
lives in Syracuse, N.Y. 
Congrats, Grief! 

Chad Kahler, who lives near 
me in Buffalo, has sold his 
dental practice and joined a 
community-based health orga-
nization.  Chad now enjoys life 
without employees and also 
being able to spend more
time with his teenage 

Thanks to everyone who re-
sponded to the email blast for 
news. I look forward to hearing 
from more of you!

1990
Lynne Gilbert Agoston
7000 Sulky Lane
Rockville, MD 20852
301-881-8331
lgilb1968@hotmail.com
Next Reunion: 25th, June 2-5, 
2016 (cluster with ’91, ’92) 

I am looking forward to see-
ing many of you at our 25th 
reunion, June 2–5! For informa-
tion, including who is attend-
ing and the schedule of events 
for the weekend, visit alumni.
stlawu.edu/reunion.

1991
Ken Polk
34 Rana Court
Williamsville NY 14221
716-830-6438 (cell)
716-626-6120 (work)
Fax: 716-626-6099
kenpolk8791@msn.com
Next Reunion: 25th, June 2-5, 
2016 (cluster with ’90, ’92)

I’ve heard exciting news from 
three classmates.

 Mike Brophy retired last sum-
mer as a lieutenant colonel 
after 24 years in the Army. His 
last job was as the aviation 
officer for U.S. Army Pacific, 

1: Jason Antin ’06 and Jennifer Parkison, 
    February 7, 2015, Ouray, Col.
2: Julie Wooters ’10 and Matt Ferrer, 
    November 21, 2016, Bronxville, N.Y. 
3: Kerry Bosman ’07 and Charlie Dirac '07, 
    November 14, 2015, St. John, Virgin Islands

Other Marriages (not pictured)

•Tovah Burstein ’08 and Paul Metzler ’08, 
  August 29, 2015, Center Tuftonboro, N.H. 
•Maren Beales ’08 and Adam Brady, 
  August 30, 2014, Shelburne, Vt.
•Chelsea Davidson ’08 and William Lemon,
  September 2013, Saratoga Springs, N.Y.
•Navé Strauss ’08 and Jess Yedwab, 
  August 22, 2015.
•Susanne Pritchard ’08 and Peter Pallo, 
  August 30, 2014, Lodi, N.Y.
•Katie Drollette ’08 and Dan Flynn, 
  August 2015, Mexico. 
•Jay Jacobs ’08 and Callie Brown, 
  September 2015, Chicago, Ill.

Bobbie: Mel Danielson ’08 and Mike ’08, a son, Abraham Michael, 
November 17, 2015. 

Sinkinson: Liz Middlefehldt ’08, a daughter, Charlotte “Charlie” Kay, 
October 11, 2015. 

Kelly: Caroline Hannigan ’08, a son, Gavin, August 2015.

Hazen: Maia Moyer ’08, a son, Andrew, October 2015. 

Slingluff: Lauren Vander Zanden ’08 and Rick ’07, a son, Barrett, May 2015. 

Colella: Alexa Unser ’08, a daughter, Charlotte, May 2014. 

Brown: Soo Rhee ’00, a daughter, Kaelyn Alexis, September 22, 2015.

Friedman: Gretel Kearney ’99, a son, Raleston”'Rawly” John, November 5, 2015. 

Tremble: Eric ’00 and Liz Hollenbach ’00, a son, Oliver Francis, October 27, 2014.

Rivera: Brandon ’14 and Emelie, a son, Noah James, December 2, 2015.

FUTURE LAURENTIANS
The Scarlet and Brown’s next generation

1

2

3

daughters and hunting dog. 
Congrats, Fuzzy!

I hope you are enjoying your 
spring and will join our class, 
along with the classes of ’90 
and ’92, for our 25th reunion in 
Canton in June!

1992
Carey Flynn Thomasson
7 Clubview Drive
Birmingham, AL 35223
205 423-9190 (Home)
careythomasson@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 25th, June 2-5, 
2016 (cluster with ’90, ’91)
 
As I sit and write this short col-
umn, I have oatmeal chocolate 
chip cookies in the oven to box 
up and send to my nephew, 
a first-year at St. Lawrence. It 
really does not seem like 25 
years have passed since we 
would trek through the snow 
to the mailroom, hoping for 
a package from home or a 
card with $20 in it. Now as a 
mother I realize that it took my 
mother, aunt or father a good 
bit of time out of their day to 
send these things to me, and I 
surely took them for granted.  

This spring, we can go back 
to SLU, look around, and 
remember when life was just 
about learning and growing 
and forming amazing memo-
ries with friends. I urge all of 
you to really try to get back 
to campus, which I hear is also 
amazing! I sure would not miss 
it for the world. I hope to see 
you all there.  

1996
Tanya R. Parrott
9712 Handerson Place, #405
Manassas Park, VA 20111
571-292-1072
tanyareads@yahoo.com 
Next Reunion:  25th, 2021

Corrin Cramer Pierce is work-
ing on adding strength coach-
ing to her already-existing 
Pilates and massage therapy 
business. She says she’s “a 
Pilates instructor and coach-
in-training with a fantastic 
strength and conditioning gym 
in North Hollywood called 
Nerdstrong Gym. If any SLU 
folks are in the LA area, they 
should come check it out!”  

Also out West is Kristen 
Winkler Sillence. She started 
a new job in October, as a re-
gional manager at Girl Scouts 
of New Mexico. Hmmm. Maybe 
it’s time to drive across the 
country again and visit some 
classmates.

For reading material on my 
trip, I could take the new 
book by Christopher Ken-
ney. He sent me the following 
information about his latest 
accomplishment: The McKinley 
Years: The Life and Times of 
our 25th President utilizes the 
rich resources of the McKinley 
Presidential Library & Muse-
um’s archives. Through photos 
and documents available only 
at the museum, (he) paints 
a picture of not only Wil-
liam McKinley, the president, 
but (also) William McKinley, 

the man. This book explores 
McKinley’s early years, service 
in the Civil War, family life 
and his rise from lawyer to 
congressman, to governor and 
finally (president). It also cov-
ers his (assassination) and the 
design and construction of the 
McKinley National Memorial.”

1998
Dan Jalbert
88 Everett Street, Apt. 5
East Boston, MA 02128
617-230-1930
dan.jalbert@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 20th, 2018 
(cluster with ’97, ’99)

Gretel Kearney Friedman and 
Charles have welcomed their 
first child. Raleston “Rawly” 
John Friedman was born on 
November 5 and everyone is 
doing great. Congrats, 
Friedmans! 

Greg DiCenzo and I went to 
support the Skating Saints 
against Harvard in January and 
ran into a dozen ATO broth-
ers from 1994 through 2002, 
including Tom DellaCamera. 
The Saints lost, but we all had 
a great time catching up.

Greg Chase has been promot-
ed to partner at Reed Smith 
LLP in the firm’s New York 
City office. A member of the 
firm’s global shipping practice, 
he represents major lenders, 
operating companies and 
equity investors in large ship 
finance and other transactions 
relating to the maritime ship-

ping industry. He obtained his 
J.D. from Cornell Law School 
in 2001.

James J. “Jay” O’Brien was 
a contestant on the TV game 
show “Jeopardy!” in Decem-
ber. The physics major has a 
master’s degree in education 
from SUNY Potsdam and is a 
physics instructor at Albany 
(N.Y.) College of Pharmacy.

I started a new job at Mer-
rimack College in North An-
dover, Mass., as an experiential 
learning coordinator. I work 
in the School of Science and 
Engineering doing employer 
development and helping our 
undergrads prepare for and 
attain internships. It has been 
great so far, and I really enjoy 
being back at a smaller school. 

2000
Joe Kerper
8156 Centaur Drive
Evergreen, CO 80439
303-674-3181
SLU2000notes@mac.com
Next Reunion: 15th, June 2-5, 
2016 (cluster with ’01, ’02)

Cycling from Texas to Tierra 
del Fuego with her husband, 
Scott, in 710 days does per-
haps sound “ludicrous.” (Sarah 
Smith Zentack’s word, not 
mine.) They quit their jobs, 
sold their house and decided 
to bike to Ushuaia, Argentina, 

http://wanderwheels.com/
mailto:lgilb1968@hotmail.com
http://stlawu.edu/reunion
mailto:kenpolk8791@msn.com
mailto:careythomasson@gmail.com
mailto:tanyareads@yahoo.com
mailto:dan.jalbert@gmail.com
mailto:SLU2000notes@mac.com
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school football coach. He loves 
seeing the “million” Lauren-
tians in Boston!

In October, Carleigh Fedorka 
won the Retired Racehorse 
Projects Thoroughbred Make-
over in dressage—a worldwide 
competition with competitors 
from 37 states, Canada and 
Europe. She is finishing her 
Ph.D., in veterinary sciences at 
the University of Kentucky.
David and Meghan Hollibaugh 
Baker spent two months 
traveling around Europe last 
summer before moving to the 
Washington, D.C., area to start 
new jobs. David is working at 
NASA’s Goddard Space Flight 
Center, furthering his plan-
etary geology research, while 
Meghan has a faculty posi-
tion at George Washington 

Lyndsay Belt Elles has been 
married for two years, and is 
living in Boise, Idaho, where 
she is a logistics coordinator 
for the National Interagency 
Coordination Center, which 
deals with wildland fires and 
other incidents.

Laura Festine is working in 
annual giving at Colgate, and 
renovating an old house. She 
recently visited Margot Brooks 
and Alex Eaton at their farm, 
Sugar House Creamery, in 
Upper Jay, N.Y., and writes, “I 
urge everyone to check it out 
if you’re near Lake Placid and 
enjoy artisanal cheeses!” Count 
me in!

Brandon Bates is living in 
Boston, where he is a special 
education teacher and high 

Newman, Katie Alexander, 
Nora Wolinsky ’10, Astrid 
Tvetenstrand ’10 and Jordan 
Hensley ’10. Maren and Adam 
live in Brooklyn. 

KDS sister Jess Mott married 
Brian Fredriksen in May 2015 in 
Cooperstown, N.Y., with fellow 
KDSers Caroline Palmer, Arielle 
Pastick, Mackenzie Ewing and 
Monica Marois in attendance.

Chelsea Davidson married 
William Lemon in Saratoga 
Springs, N.Y., in 2013. This 
January, the Lemons relocated 
to Long Beach, N.Y., where 
Chelsea will be deputy chief of 
staff for state Assemblyman 
Todd Kaminsky. 

I was honored to attend the 
wedding of Navé Strauss and 
Jess Yedwab on August 22, 
2015. I met up with Victor Kai-
Rogers, Mukhaye Muchimuti, 
Steve Walano, Matt Brender, 
Adele Broberg ’11, Andrew 
Lagos, Amanda Sprow ’09 and 
Charles Rouse ’06 to celebrate 
the happy couple.

Matt put a ring on it when he 
proposed to Adele. The two 
are planning a May wedding in 
Minneapolis, and Matt recently 
accepted a job at Intel.

Susanne Pritchard Pallo was 
married in August 2014 and 
earned a Ph.D. in neuroscience 
from the University of Roch-
ester in May 2015. She is doing 
post-doc work and running a 
science outreach program for 
grade-school kids. 

Joe Trocino was married in 
Schenectady, N.Y., on October 
17, 2015.  He and John Cordella 
’07 work at Marist College to-
gether, and were groomsmen 
for each other.

Katie Drollette married 
Dan Flynn in August 2015 in 
Mexico. They are living in Phila-
delphia, where Katie is working 
on a master’s at the University 
of Pennsylvania in school and 
mental health counseling, AND 
expecting their first child
in May.

2007
Megan Bernier Keniston
3 Mildon Road
Canton, NY 13617
404-617-7851 (cell)
megan.bernier@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 10th, 2017

Hello, Saints! I see a lot of 
great happenings and get-
togethers on social media but 
don’t want to share your life 
events unless you tell me I can, 
so please keep the emails and 
Facebook messages coming 
so I can update everyone here.

Sarah Primeau let me know 
that Kerry Bosman and 
Charlie Dirac were married 
in St. John, Virgin Islands, 
on November 14, 2015. Chris 
Farden, Ryan Thorpe, Hana 
Obernesser, Kris Shallish, Da-
vid Riley '08, Merrill Stabler '08 
and Jennifer Despres '08 were 
all there for the big day.

Candina Harmer shared that 
she got engaged to her long-
time boyfriend on Christmas 
Day. She started a new job last 
summer, working for a health 
insurance company. “It allows 
me to work from home and 
spend extra time with my fam-
ily,” she says.  

Dana Ringle Bisbee returned 
to campus in October. She 
presented her Spanish Teacher 
Fellowship project to the 
Spanish classes and met with 
the entire department. “I got 
to meet up with Tim Morse 
at the Hoot Owl, too!” she 
said. Dana spent four weeks 
in Madrid last summer and 
recently created a website 
with authentic resources for 

representation at the firm,” 
she said. “I'm looking forward 
to our reunion in June and 
hoping for a strong showing 
from our class. It'll be great to 
see how everyone is doing and 
also see many mini-versions of 
them in tow. Spencer Jones is 
co-chairing the reunion with 
me and I was impressed to 
hear that he and Stacey have 
four kids!”

Regrettably, I need to tell 
everyone that David Roberts 
died unexpectedly on August 
9, 2015, after a brief illness. Da-
vid wasn’t with us for the full 
four years; he moved on to the 
University of Montana before 
venturing into the work-
ing world. He most recently 
worked for Houston-based 
Cameron Oil.

2005
Fredyne Yust Frey
11 Caledonia Avenue
Scottsville, NY  14546
585-208-1227
fredyne.yust@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 15th, 2019 
(cluster with ’03, ’04)

The class has a new reporter! 
Please share your news with 
Freddie Frey at the contacts 
above.

Nathan Paro wrote to the 
Alumni Office that he is a 
doctor of clinical psychology 
practicing in the Gettysburg, 
Pa., area.  He is engaged to 
Samantha Fraizer, and they 
plan to be married in 
September 2017.

No Notes?
Classes that do not appear either did not receive any 
news, or lack a class reporter. To submit news, find 
your class reporter’s contact information by 
visiting alumni.stlawu.edu/classnotes and clicking 
on the appropriate decade. To volunteer to be a class 
reporter, contact Joe Keniston, jkeniston@stlawu.edu 
or 315-229-1858.

Spanish teachers. Check it out: 
lenguasautenticas.com. 

Louise Gava has left St. 
Lawrence, where she was 
sustainability coordinator; 
transitioned to an independent 
contractor role; and relocated 
to just north of Saratoga, N.Y. 
She has spent the last several 
months working part-time to 
support MEGA (a non-profit, 
community-based energy pro-
curement and services group), 
who are expanding their 
portfolio to align with New 
York’s “Reforming the Energy 
Vision” principles and goals. 
“I will continue in my educa-
tional capacity and my role as 
a sustainability champion,” she 
says. “I’ll simply be doing so 
with municipal leaders across 
New York State.”

Fellow Delta Meg Martin Mor-
ley celebrated her wedding 
on August 29, 2015, to Marc 
Morley in Gunnison Memorial 
Chapel. Kate Farrell Covault 
and Sarah Collins were there, 
while Laura McDonough Clark 
was present in spirit as she 
was about to have her 
second baby. 

Let’s catch up soon!

2008
Jessica McPherson Carista
817 Franklin St. 
Ogdensburg, NY 13669
315-528-4631
jessicamcarista@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 10th, 2018

I’m honored to be taking on 
the class reporter role. We 
have a lot of exciting things 
happening with our class-
mates. Lots are having kids!

Mel Danielson and Mike Bob-
bie welcomed a son, Abraham 
Michael, last November 17. Liz 
Middlefehldt Sinkinson and 
her husband welcomed a girl, 
Charlotte “Charlie” Kay, on 
October 11. Caroline Hannigan 
Kelly and her husband wel-
comed a boy, Gavin, in August. 
So did Maia Moyer Hazen and 
her husband: a boy, Andrew, in 
October. Maia is an optom-
etrist in Strasburg, Pa. 

Krista Snizek Martin is living in 
Wisconsin and working as an 
occupational therapy assistant. 
She is a proud mom to a son 
who recently turned 2, and will 
be a mom once again this May. 

Alexa Unser was married in 
2011 and welcomed daughter 
Charlotte in May 2014. Alexa 
works at the University of 
Illinois Press, managing the 
scholarly journals there.

Lauren Vander Zanden and 
husband Rick Slingluff ’07 
welcomed a boy, Barrett, in 
May 2015. Lauren was recently 
promoted to the director of 
library resources at 
Wheaton College.

Chris Prener is Dad to a 
14-month-old girl. He is finish-
ing up his Ph.D. in sociology 
while an assistant professor 
at “the other SLU” – St. Louis 
University in Missouri. 

Kelly O’Connell and Fraser 
Mackay tied the knot in 2015 
in front of Laurentians Ben 
Burdet, Katie Craig, Kate 
Zubin-Stathopoulos, Stacey 
Banfield-Hardaway Millard, 
Brittany Noble ’06, Clare 
Joscelyn ’07, Jenni Sullivan 
’07, Geoffrey Millard ’10, Kevin 
O’Connell ’72 and Professor 
Ana Estevez.

Tovah Burstein and Paul 
Metzler were married August 
29, 2015, in Center Tuftonboro, 
N.H. Laurentians Courtney 
Lennon, Mary LaBombard, 
Krista Martin and Alex Comeau 
’11 were all there to celebrate. 
The couple is leaving Chi-
cago as Paul pursues traveling 
nursing, and will be traveling 
throughout the continental 
U.S. every three months. 

Maren Beales married Adam 
Brady on August 30, 2014, in 
Shelburne, Vt.  Eighteen fellow 
Laurentians were on hand, 
including several of Maren’s 
KDS sisters: Kacey Ander-
son, Christy Tobia Curran, 
Mackenzie Ewing, Caroline 
Palmer, Arielle Pastick, Harriet 

Former reporter Justin Lynch 
reports that Maureen Hummel 
and Dennis Willette wed last 
Labor Day weekend. That 
same month, wedding bells 
rang for Jay Jacobs, who was 
married in Chicago to Callie 
Brown. He also started 
his Ed.D. work through North-
eastern University, in educa-
tional leadership with 
a concentration in higher 
education administration. 

Kelly Saelek Gatewood is 
living in the Los Angeles area 
and working in mental health 
and substance use treatment 
for an outpatient program 
called Prototypes, where she 
has been for five years. 

Liz Boyd got engaged to Greg 
Seroka last August, and is in 
the early stages of wedding 
planning. Tyler Shaver popped 
the question to Becca Sykes in 
2015, and the two are planning 
a fall 2016 wedding. 

Christopher Kylor became 
engaged to longtime girlfriend 
Erica Mallery on April 4, 2015, 
with the help of the staff at the 
Aquarium of Niagara and a sea 
lion by the name of Arie. They 
are planning an October 2016 
wedding. After completing his 
master’s in public administra-
tion from Marywood University 
in December, he took over as 
director of administration and 
housing for a New York non-
profit agency that provides 
housing and grants for home 
repairs to elderly and 
disabled citizens.

Josh Hodges spent four 
years in the Army, and is now 
married and living in Wilming-
ton, N.C. He started his own 
business, Nora Alan Group, 
restoring properties in the 
area. So if anyone is looking to 
relocate, he is your guy! Check 
out noraalan.com. 

Sheila Rodriguez recently 
celebrated her one-year an-
niversary working for Brian 
Desrosier ’80 at Lighthouse 
Technology Partners in Green-
wich, Conn. 

Calling 
ALL

Alumni!
Legacy Days: Preparing 
You and Your Chip for 
the College Process
July 28-29, 2016
Join SLU’s Admissions team for a two-day 
on-campus event that will help you navigate 
everything related to finding the right college 
for your child.

•  How the college application process works, 
    including how to write a college essay
•  What college life is like, straight from the 
    source—current students!
•  Financial aid—what it is and how to apply
•  What’s new at St. Lawrence

Alumni with children in high school next fall 
are welcome!

For more: stlawu.edu/admissions/legacy-days

mailto:megan.bernier@gmail.com
mailto:fredyne.yust@gmail.com
http://alumni.stlawu.edu/classnotes
mailto:jkeniston@stlawu.edu
http://lenguasautenticas.com/
mailto:jessicamcarista@gmail.com
http://noraalan.com/
http://stlawu.edu/admissions/legacy-days
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Christmas, she made a pit stop 
in Thailand to visit a friend, and 
then continued on to Nicara-
gua in January. 

In December, Jamie Caroccio 
and husband Jorge M.D. Ra-
mos launched a digital agency, 
Hispire. They specialize in 
webs, apps, branding and 
online marketing for startups 
and entrepreneurs looking 
to stand out and grow their 
businesses online. For more 
info, see www.hispire.com.

Congrats to Brandon Rivera 
and Emelie on their newborn 
son, Noah James Rivera! 
He was born 8.1 pounds 
and 20 inches long on 
December 2, 2015. The 
family lives in Huntington, N.Y. 

Insurance. Since graduation, 
she’s completed a marathon, 
and is hoping to do another 
one in the near future. Jack 
Holby is also in NYC, as an 
analyst for the GMS finance 
part of the Carlyle Group. 

Hunter Koski has an internship 
with the U.S. House Majority 
Whip, Steve Scalise (R-Louisi-
ana), in D.C

Natalie Dellinger is giving us 
all major wanderlust with her 
recent trips around the world. 
After college, she spent a year 
working and traveling around 
New Zealand. Once her visa 
expired, she flew to Indonesia 
to get her scuba diving open 
water certification and her 
yoga teacher training in Bali. 
Before returning home for 

with her mute, toothless cat, 
Hedwig. Her work appears 
in  Jellyfish and Decomp and, 
soon, in The New Old Stock. 
She’s also teaching 
English composition.

W.J. Woods is in Denver. He’s a 
geologist for an environmental 
remediation firm called Acadia. 
Also in geology is Michelle 
Goldberg, in NYC at an engi-
neering consulting firm called 
CDM Smith. 

Mike Ranellone is living 
and working at Goldminer’s 
Daughter Lodge in Alta, Utah. 
He’s been skiing every day 
this winter.

Last August, Kate Sneden 
moved from Minneapolis to 
New York to work for Travelers 

’12 and Matt Dyer ’13. Also in 
attendance was Julie’s nephew 
and future Saint, Brendan 
Wooters, and there in spirit 
was Christine Nichols Ferrer, 
Matt’s mom and TriDelt, 
Class of ’74. 

Kevin Balben married Chantal 
McCart last September 12 in 
Wayland, Mass. Classmates 
there included Mary Jane 
Sweetland, Courtney Hendrick 
and Eric Wolcott; also on 
hand were Marygrace Balben 
Goldwait ’04, James Balben 
’07, Stephanie Resavage 
Balben ’09, Scott Redpath ’09, 
Micheala Wipfler Redpath ’08 
and Joe Spadaccini ’12.

2011
Alissa Beideck
31 Gardner Street, Apt. 3
Boston, MA 02134
518-637-5404 (cell) 
alissa.beideck@gmail.com 
Next Reunion: 5th, 2017 
(cluster with ’12, ’13)

Lyron Blum-Evitts has been 
promoted to legislative direc-
tor for Congresswoman Cheri 
Bustos (D-Illinois). Lyron has 
been with the Washington 
office since Cheri was first 
sworn in in 2013. With Bustos 
on the Agriculture Commit-
tee, Lyron has been active 
with farm-related issues like 
politically contentious votes on 
trade and the Iran nuclear deal, 
and helped shape a recent 

University, teaching education 
courses in the new GWTeach 
program and preparing under-
graduate STEM majors 
for teaching.

Harriet Newman is also in D.C., 
as the senior associate gift 
registrar at the Smithsonian 
Institution. She recently par-
ticipated in the Smithsonian 
Emerging Leaders Develop-
ment Program, a competitive 
program that focuses on lead-
ership skill development. 

George Ehrhardt started a 
new job as controller of Acquis 
Consulting Group, LLC. He 
completed the New York City 
Marathon in three hours, 11 
minutes, placing in the top 3 
percent of 50K runners. 
Bravo, George!

Have you ever thought 
about coming home to the 
North Country? By partnering 
with the St. Lawrence County 
Industrial Development 
Agency (SLCIDA) and other 
local entities, we can help 
you with:

      •  Facilities
      •  Technical assistance
      •  Information resources
      •   Financial incentives, 

including tax credit 
          programs such as 
          Start-UP NY and 
          Excelsior, low-interest 
          financing

Contact Ben Dixon to find 
out why St. Lawrence County 
is a great choice for you and 
your business: 315-229-5664 
or bdixon@stlawu.edu. 

ARE YOU A 
LAURENTIAN 
ENTREPRENEUR AND 
BUSINESS OWNER?

I was married in August 2014, 
and am a mom to twin girls, 
Carrigan and Quinn. I love 
reading and hearing where life 
has taken you all, so please 
keep the updates coming! 

 2009
Cassie Coughlin
4 Prince St. Apt. 5
 Boston MA   02113
802-779-3623
cassandracoughlin@gmail.
com
Next Reunion: 10th, 2019

Woody Parker was featured 
in the American Association 
of Colleges of Osteopathic 
Medicine's November journal. 
He’s is a fourth-year student 
at Philadelphia College of 
Osteopathic Medicine and is 
president of the Student As-
sociation of Military Osteo-
pathic Physicians & Surgeons. 
See the full article here:www.
aacom.org/news-and-events/
publications/iome/2015/no-
vember-2015/amops.

2010
Joshua Johnson
656 9th Street, NE
Washington, DC   20002
716-499-3016 (cell)
joshua.david.johnson16@
gmail.com
Next Reunion: 5th, 2017 
(cluster with ’08, ’09)

Last November 21, Julie Woot-
ers married Matt Ferrer. Matt is 
a Middlebury ’09 grad and Ju-
lie met him on the dance floor 
in Canton. They were married 
in Bronxville, N.Y., and the re-
ception was held at Shenorock 
Shore Club in Rye, N.Y. Attend-
ees from our class included 
Adam Boghosian, Trevor 
Scoon, Andrew Cochran, 
Alyssa Smith Cochran, Alanna 
Sutherland, Chelsea Loveys, 
Lila Fisher Bogdan and Shane 
Bogdan. Other Laurentians 
included Matt’s first cousin and 
TriDelt Katie Nichols Russell 
’07, Kevin Russell ’08, Nancy 
Nichols Sundeen ’80 (Matt’s 
aunt and KDS sister), Morgan 
Lacey ’11, Cassie Walsh ’09, 
Alex Reinman ’11, Alix Perrine 

agricultural trade mission to 
Cuba. In her new role, Lyron 
will be the primary day-to-day 
policy adviser and oversee 
legislative operations and staff. 
She will write, implement and 
continually update the Con-
gresswoman’s legislative plan 
and support her work with the 
New Democratic Coalition. 

Maya Cameron-Gilsey’s work 
with the Selamta Family 
Project, a non-profit organiza-
tion that pairs marginalized 
Ethiopian women and orphans 
to create “forever families,” 
was featured in the Gloucester 
Times (Mass.) and  Bloom-
berg Business in December. In 
addition to attending Salem 
State for her MSW and intern-
ing at Massachusetts General 
Hospital in Boston, Maya is 
the project’s social media 
coordinator, which includes 
running the Instagram account 
(@selamtaproject). For more, 
please visit www.selamtafami-
lyproject.org/sponsorship/.

Meaghan Koeller married Mat-
thew Conroy in August 2015 
at a historic seaside estate in 
Beverly, Mass. Following the 
wedding, Matt and Meg moved 
to Chicago to start a new 
adventure with their two dogs. 
Congratulations to you both!

Phil Cohen’s latest album, 
Before I Go, is on repeat on 
my Spotify. The song “Loaded 
Gun” was written by O’Keefe 

DIGGING DEEP INTO 
ST. LAWRENCE 
RELATIONSHIPS
A retired geology professor’s
 legacy lives on in the 
climate-related work of two 
of his former students 

     Two thesis advisees of Chapin Professor of Geology Emeritus Mark Erickson are working together in a Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute (RPI) lab to research how climate and environmental conditions within the sediments of Lake George 
have changed over hundreds of years. 
     Krysia Kornecki ’12, left above,  was Erickson’s last senior thesis student. She received her Master of Science at Kent State 
University and is now doing her Ph.D. work at RPI in the lab of Miriam “Mimi” Katz ’81—one of Erickson’s first thesis students. 
Katz is an associate professor of earth and environmental sciences and a world-renowned expert on tiny marine organisms 
of the Foraminifera order.
     “I'm a micropaleontologist and paleoceanographer, all because of Mark,” Katz says. “His Micropaleontology course, which 
he taught for the first time in 1980, and my senior research opened my eyes to the fascinating applications of 
microfossils.” 
     Coincidentally, Kornecki took Erickson’s final Micropaleontology course before his retirement in 2012. As part of a 
team of researchers from RPI and three other institutions, she is analyzing sediment from the depths of Lake George to 
translate her findings of pollen, chemical isotopes and more into a biogeochemical history. Aspects of the lake’s history can be 
linked to climate condition and human impact today, she explains.  
     “Mimi initially came up with the meat of this project,” Kornecki says. The idea emerged from a partnership that RPI, IBM 
and the Fund for Lake George have with the Jefferson Project, a global model for environmental monitoring on Lake George. 
All partners collaborate by combining technology, research and experimentation in order to understand and preserve lake 
ecosystems, according to Katz. 
     “I really enjoy working with Krysia,” Katz says. “She has an infectious enthusiasm for science, research and learning—
all excellent qualities in a graduate student.” Their shared history with St. Lawrence and Erickson is a bonus, she adds. 
     “This entire scenario is exactly why I believe in experiential learning,” Erickson says. “It is why I used the Micropaleontology 
course as an entry into the wonder and the knowledge that the smallest of fossils can offer to society, if young people have 
the chance to appreciate them as part of the college experience.” 
     Kornecki concludes, “‘Dr. E’ inspired me 100 percent to be a great teacher, as he was for both of us.”    
                —Rebecca Doser ’16

Last August, three alumnae enjoyed their own version of “Peak 
Weekend” by climbing four 14,000-foot peaks in the Colorado 
Rockies. On Sunshine Peak are, from left, Torrey Hayden '13, 
Elizabeth Tamarro '13 and Annalise Grueter '12. The other sum-
mits they reached were Handies Peak, Redcloud Peak and the 
Rockies’ tallest mountain, 14,439-foot Mount Elbert.

Foster and artwork for the 
album was done by Maddy 
Barnhard and Maya Cameron-
Gilsey. Phil’s discography 
can be found at philcohen.
bandcamp.com/. Phil, who 
transferred before graduating, 
lives in Brooklyn and is a nurse 
at New York Presbyterian-
Columbia Medical Center.

2014
Stephanie Eldon
PO Box 396
Dorset, VT 05251
603-380-4641
stephanie.eldon@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 5th, 2020 
(cluster with ’15, ’16)

Holly Brown is getting her 
MFA in poetry at the NEOMFA 
in Akron, Ohio, where she lives 

http://www.hispire.com/
mailto:alissa.beideck@gmail.com
mailto:bdixon@stlawu.edu
http://aacom.org/news-and-events/
http://gmail.com/
http://lyproject.org/sponsorship/
http://bandcamp.com/
mailto:stephanie.eldon@gmail.com
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The KDS Houseboys said, “She 
cared for everyone with such 
a kind heart, always willing to 
sit down and chat, and more 
important, listen. She was 
genuine, a true and 
honest friend.” 

“When I think of Barbie, I 
think of the distinct scent of 
her room, the textures of her 
pillows and the colors of her 
blankets,” Megan Pietryka 
said. “I think of the cardigans, 
soy candles, and sitting alone 
with her in quiet corners of the 
Hoot Owl. I think of tea leaves, 
envelopes, hand-written letters 
and Moulin Rouge. I think of 
not saying a word, or being 
able to say everything if that’s 
what we needed. She left us 
with memories (that) remind 
us of the beauty and light she 
brought into our lives.” 

The sisters of the Kappa Delta 
Sigma Class of 2015 issued a 
statement that read in part, 
“Barbie touched the lives of 
people far and wide with noth-
ing in common; that was her 
gift. Whether through her 
irreplaceable laugh, even-
handed opinions, dry sense of 
humor or caring honesty, you 
knew she would always be 
there for you, (reminding us) 
of how unique and supportive 
our small Laurentian commu-
nity truly is. One of Barbie’s 
close friends from home said, 
‘The most beautiful flowers al-
ways get picked first.’ Though 
she was one of the first to 
leave us, her wise words and 
joyous laughter will continue 
to resonate in the memories 
she leaves us.”  

For more about Barbie, please 
turn to “In Memory.” For an 
unabridged version of this 
report, please go to 
www.stlawu.edu/magazine.

2015
Kara McDuffee
80 Academy Drive 
Wofleboro, NH 03894
607-727-6114
karamcduffee3@gmail.com 
Next Reunion: 5th, 2020 
(cluster with ’14, ’16)

It is with deep sadness that 
I announce the passing of 
Barbie Burgmeier, on 
December 17, 2015. Barbie was 

a teacher at the Lausanne 
Collegiate School in Memphis, 
Tenn., after graduating with us 
with a major in biology and a 
minor in education. 

In order to honor her love of 
science, the Barbie Burgmeier 
’15 Women in Science Scholar-
ship Fund has been estab-
lished to help future women 
St. Lawrence students follow 
their dreams. Barbie also left a 
lasting impact on Kappa Delta 
Sigma, serving as president, 

While attending the Opportunity Col-
laboration Conference in Mexico last 
October, Kathleen Colson ’79 (KSP 
spring ’78), founder and CEO of the 
BOMA Project, had a meeting with Anne 
Robinson Wadsworth (Bowdoin College 
’81), who runs the Girls Education Col-
laborative in Tanzania. “We got to talking 
and turns out she was on the fall ’79 
KSP,” Kathleen said. “Small world!”

BOMA is one of just 15 of 1700 applicant 
organizations to win a Gates Foundation 
Grand Challenge: Putting Women and 
Girls at the Center of Development. The 
challenge focuses on how to effectively 
reach and empower the most vulnerable 
women and girls to improve health and 
development, including economic–out-
comes as well as gender equality.

Kathleen said Lacey Burns ’15 (KSP 
spring ’14) was a research intern at 
BOMA last summer, joining a number 
of other recent KSP alumni who have 
worked for the organization. Lacey now 
works for Flying Kites, a Boston-based 
organization that runs a home, school 
and scholarship program for orphaned 
children in Kenya. Mike Chambers ’09 is 
chief strategist at Flying Kites.

Two KSP alumni presented papers in Oc-
tober at an African studies conference 
at Carleton University in Ottawa. Emily 
Adams ’16 (KSP spring ’15) presented 

“The Inheritance: Colonial Britain’s Role in 
Modern Kenya’s AIDS Epidemic.” Caitlin 
Sheridan ’15 (KSP spring ’13) presented 
“The ‘Tutsi Genocide’: The Politics of Pub-
lic History and Education in Post-Conflict 
Rwanda.” Their papers were published in a 
special digital collection. 

Matthew Carotenuto (KSP spring ’98), as-
sociate professor of history and coordina-
tor of African studies at St. Lawrence, was 
a faculty moderator at the conference. He 
presented a paper at the African Stud-
ies Association conference in San Diego 
in November, titled “#MyDressMyChoice: 
Contemporary Histories of Rebellious 
Youth and Urban Social Order in Kenya.” 
The paper drew from Carotenuto’s previ-
ous research on gendered violence in 
colonial Kenya as well as his collaboration 
with Maggie Cummins ’16 (KSP spring 
’15) during her summer 2015 University 
Fellowship. 

An article Carotenuto wrote exploring 
why more U.S. women study abroad than 
men, particularly in Africa, was published 
last fall in The Washington Post. The piece 
discusses St. Lawrence’s Kenya program 
and national data on study abroad.

Check out the KSP blog (http://blogs.
stlawu.edu/kenya/) for the latest from the 
current cohort in Kenya.

As always, your news and photos are wel-
come. I look forward to hearing from you!
Tutaonana!

—John Linsley ’04 
(KSP fall ’02)
111 High Street, Apt. 4
Brattleboro, VT 05301
(978) 500-6342
jlinsley@gmail.com

HABARI GANI?
Swahili for 

“What’s the News?”

and a new porch swing has 
been dedicated to her in order 
to cherish her memory and 
continue her legacy of love, 
friendship and inspiration.

“When I think about Barbie, I 
think about my first friend at 
St. Lawrence,” said Maureen 
Pellerin. “One day when I was 
clearly upset, she invited me to 
hang out in her room. I can al-
ways thank Barbie for teaching 
me what true friendship 
is about.”

IN MEMORY 

▼ CLASS OF 1963 Well-known investment manager and generous 
St. Lawrence supporter John Angelo died on January 1, 2016, at 

age 74. He was chief executive offi-
cer of Angelo, Gordon & Co., which 
he co-founded in 1988 after an 
18-year career with L.F. Rothschild 
& Co. He began his finance career 
at the New York Stock Exchange 
in 1966, and was with Bear Stearns 
before joining Rothschild. An art 

collector, he also served on the board of directors of Sotheby’s, 
the New York-based auctioneer; New York City’s Ronald McDon-
ald House; and the George W. Bush Presidential Library in Dallas. 
In memorials that appeared in Bloomberg News, Financial Times 
and The Wall Street Journal at the time of his death, colleagues 
described him as forward-looking, demanding, energetic, highly 
ethical, funny, acerbic, and devoted to his employees and their 
families.
   Angelo was a professional-in-residence with the economics 
department on campus in 2005. He and his wife, Judith Hart 
Angelo ’64, gave $1 million to the Karen M. Urciuoli Scholarship 
Fund. Ardent supporters of the New York City Semester, they 
generously funded a $1 million challenge toward the successful 
launch of that program in 2010, and frequently hosted its stu-
dents at their home in Manhattan. He organized and led two-day 
seminars for the students, focusing on the securities industry and 
other aspects of the New York City financial scene. At his 50th 
Reunion, in 2013, he found immense pleasure seeing old friends 
and his alma mater’s evolving campus.
   As a student, Angelo was an English major, president of the 
Student Union and vice-president of Phi Sigma Kappa fraternity. 
He was in ROTC, played tennis and was a member of the L Club.
“In life you have to keep moving to stay ahead. Don’t stand still,” 
he said in remarks at St. Lawrence’s Commencement in 2015 
(pictured), when he received an honorary degree. In addition to 
his wife, John Angelo is survived by three adult children and their 
families.                —NSB

▼ CLASS OF 1941 Anne Graham Dumville died November 23, 2015, 
in Southern Pines, N.C. She was the widow of Donald W. Dumville 
'41. A major in sociology and sister of Kappa Kappa Gamma, she 
was involved in community service her entire life. She enjoyed 
arranging flowers and making holiday wreaths to decorate the 
communities in which she lived. She is remembered by a daugh-
ter, son, daughter-in-law and two grandchildren.

▼ CLASS OF 1944 Richard S. Spooner of Hampton Bays, N.Y., 
died October 5, 2015. He was the former mayor of the village 
of Southampton. On campus, he was a member of Phi Sigma 
Kappa fraternity, the baseball and wrestling teams, the L Club, 
The Hill News staff, the Outing Club and Thelmo. He graduated 
with a B.A. in history and later served as class reporter. His wife, 
Carol Kirkpatrick Spooner '49, died in 2015.

Phyllis Allen Stranburg died October 27, 2015, in Lansdale, Pa.
St. Lawrence relatives remembering her include her son Lee 
Stranburg '68, daughter Kay Stranburg Spurr '70 and her hus-
band Jack Spurr '68, daughter-in-law Terri Jenkins Stranburg '74, 
and granddaughter Kelly A. Stranburg '99. Phyllis was preceded 
in death by her son Jon Stranburg '73. At St. Lawrence, she 
played field hockey, basketball, tennis and volleyball; in 2000, 
she was inducted into St. Lawrence's Athletics Hall of Fame. She 
also wrote for The Hill News, received Mortar Board honors while 
majoring in psychology and sociology, and was a sister of Pi 
Beta Phi. Active with the Olean General Hospital, she served as a 
volunteer, a director of the hospital's foundation, and a member 
of the auxiliary board.

▼ CLASS OF 1945 Bernard J. "Barney" Martin died December 7, 
2015, at his home in Vero Beach, Fla. He attended the V12 Pro-
gram at St. Lawrence and also acquired degrees from Fordham 
University and the advanced management program at Harvard 
Business School. A U.S. Navy veteran of World War II, he served 
in Naval Intelligence. He graduated from U.S. Naval Reserve Mid-
shipmen's School at Notre Dame and was also a graduate of the 
Japanese Language Program in Colorado and Oklahoma. Barney 
retired from the Montclair Bancorp as chairman and chief execu-
tive officer. He was predeceased by his wife, Jean Anne Hannon 
Martin '45, son Christopher H. Martin '75, father-in-law John W. 
Hannon Sr. 1905, brother-in-law John W. Hannon Jr. '44, and 
sister-in-law Margaret Hannon Crawley '41. He is remembered by 
his granddaughter Jennifer Padgett Orser '92, sister-in-law Vivien 
Gardner Hannon '43, brother-in-law and sister-in-law James '51 
and Patricia Cross Hannon '51, nephews F. Thomas Crawley '71 
and Bruce G. Hannon '69 and his wife, Jane McCulla Hannon '69, 
and niece Barbara L. Hannon '81. 

Elfriede Lott Sobernheim of Bethesda, Md., died August 11, 2015. 
At St. Lawrence, she graduated with a B.A. in history with honors 
and was a member of the Outing Club. She also graduated from 
Johns Hopkins University with an M.A. and worked for the U.S. 
government. 

Margaret Carr Starr of Chula Vista, Calif., died December 12, 
2015. She majored in biology and was inducted into Beta Beta 
Beta, biology's honorary society. A sister of Alpha Delta Pi, she 
represented her sorority on the Panhellenic Council. She also was 
a member of The Hill News staff, the field hockey team, and the 
riding and cycling clubs.

▼ CLASS OF 1947 Gerald E. Douglass died November 27, 2015, at 
his home in Hamilton, N.Y. He studied psychology, played football 
and pledged Sigma Pi at St. Lawrence. He continued his studies 
at New York University. After serving as a B-24 bomber pilot in 
the Army Air Corps during World War II, he began a career in 
the U.S. Air Force until retiring in 1969 with the rank of lieutenant 
colonel. He became superintendent at Hamilton Central School 
until his retirement. His wife, Barbara Wilcox Douglass '47, died in 
2007 after 61 years of marriage. Those remembering him include 
daughter Kathleen Douglass Dailey '71. 

▼ CLASS OF 1950 Wilmer E. Sipple died September 25, 2015, in 
Roscoe, N.Y. He was a retired teacher for the Roscoe and Liberty 
Central School Districts. He served in the U.S. Army during World 
War II and received a B.A. in business administration from St. 
Lawrence. He was president of the Ontario & Western Railway 
Museum and also enjoyed woodworking, skiing, square-dancing 
and traveling. 

Ruth Sherman Trombley died October 15, 2015, in Malone, N.Y. 
Before attending St. Lawrence, where she was a Laurentian 
Singer and a sister of Alpha Delta Pi, she worked as a draftsman 
for AT&T. Shortly after graduating with a degree in sociology, she 
married the late Leon J. Trombley '50. She worked for Kodak in 
Rochester, N.Y., as a programmer for 32 years. 

▼ CLASS OF 1951 Martha Smoot Chidsey died December 3, 2015, 
in Salt Lake City, Utah. She earned a B.A. in English and was a 
sister of Kappa Kappa Gamma. She loved the arts, returning 
to college in her mid-40s to earn a Master of Arts in theater 
from American University. Martie traveled to Italy over 15 times; 
there she studied art history in Florence and learned to sculpt 
in Pietrasanta. She retired in 1988 from the Montgomery County 
Department of Recreation, where she was supervisor for visual 
arts, public art and dance programs, and concerts.

http://www.stlawu.edu/magazine
mailto:karamcduffee3@gmail.com
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mailto:jlinsley@gmail.com
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▼ CLASS OF 1953 George R. Van Wyck of Miami, Fla., died De-
cember 25, 2015. After serving in the U.S. Air Force, he enrolled 
at St. Lawrence to study mathematics. He made the Dean's List, 
graduating with departmental honors and membership in Phi 
Beta Kappa. He spent 30 years at American Bankers Life As-
surance Company, retiring in 1985 as senior vice president. He 
is survived by his two daughters, two granddaughters and two 
great-grandchildren. He received an Alumni Citation in 1997.

▼ CLASS OF 1954 Barbara Lee Thorn Heineman of Palm Coast, 
Fla., died December 13, 2015. She was preceded in death by 
her brother Craig Thorn III '57 and sister Susan Thorn Pasco '67. 
Those remembering her include her son Gregg Heineman '86n 
and his wife, Sally Danforth Heineman '86; sister-in-law Edwina 
Pisani Thorn '56; brother-in-law G. Robert Pasco '69; nephew 
Douglas S. Thorn '85, who is married to Denise Hill Thorn '86; 
nieces Stacey Thorn Shields '83 and Emily T. Pasco '99; and 
great-niece Serena Thorn '19. Barbara was a member of Delta 
Delta Delta, the Outing Club and the staff of The Hill News. As 
an alumna, she served as a class reporter for many years. After 
graduating with a degree in sociology, she had a long career as 
social caseworker. She and her family enjoyed their cottage in the 
Adirondacks.

David C. Karlen of Yarmouth Port, Mass., died January 15, 2016. 
President of Beta Theta Phi, he was a member of Omicron 
Delta Kappa, played varsity baseball and hockey, and in 2011 
was inducted into the Athletics Hall of Fame. A first lieutenant 
in the U.S. Army, he enjoyed a 30-year career at AT&T as a labor 
relations specialist. Survivors include his wife of 60 years, Janice 
Shonka Karlen '56.

Maryellen Stockton Seitz of Westwood, N.J., died October 5, 
2015. She received a B.S. in psychology and pledged Pi Beta Phi.

▼ CLASS OF 1955 Martha Gray Graham of Melville, N.Y., died 
December 12, 2015. She was predeceased by her sister Barbara 
A. Gray '58. She played field hockey, pledged Pi Beta Phi and 
majored in English. Her survivors include her three children and 
their spouses and six grandchildren.

R. Bruce Nolan Sr. of Cockeysville, Md., died December 9, 2015. 
He was an engineer for Baltimore Gas and Electric Co., and later 
owned an indoor tennis center. He earned a degree in math-
ematics from St. Lawrence and additional degrees from Johns 
Hopkins. He also served in the U.S. Army. He is survived by a 
daughter, three sons and eight grandchildren.

▼ CLASS OF 1956 I. Jack Newman Jr. of Queensbury, N.Y., died 
January 15, 2016. After serving in the U.S. Army from 1952 to 
1954 and receiving a National Defense Service Medal and a Good 
Conduct Medal, he enrolled at St. Lawrence. He was a member 
of Sigma Pi, majored in sociology, and met his wife of 59 years, 
Joan Lyons Newman '56. He had worked as an independent 
insurance agent before serving as the community development 
director for the city of Glens Falls.

▼ CLASS OF 1958 Shirley Griffing Brown of Glen Ellyn, Ill., died 
August 9, 2014. At St. Lawrence, she was a sister of Kappa Delta 
and majored in English. She married Theodore A. Brown '58, who 
predeceased her. She was active in her church choir and enjoyed 
gardening. She was also predeceased by her sister Emily Griff-
ing Walsh '66. Those remembering her include her sisters and 
brothers-in-law William C. '60 and Margaret Griffing Southwick 
'61 and William A. '68 and Phebe Griffing Doig '71.

Jerome F. Fielding of Elmira, N.Y., died September 25, 2015. A 

brother of Beta Theta Pi and a sociology major, he served with 
the National Guard and was vice president of sales and market-
ing for Pepsi-Cola. He was a member of the Chemung County 
Rod and Gun Club.

Robert W. Thrall of Pittsfield, N.H., died December 21, 2015. He 
was a member of Sigma Pi and earned a degree in business 
administration. He started in the insurance industry, then owned 
a hardware store with his father before becoming a commercial 
airline pilot. He is survived by his wife, three daughters and four 
grandchildren.

▼ CLASS OF 1959 John C. McGreivey Jr. of Cato, N.Y., died on 
October 27, 2015. The son of John C. McGreivey '36, he 
pledged Sigma Chi and represented the fraternity on InterFrater-
nity Council; he was also involved with The Hill News and KSLU. 
With his degree in English, he went on to teach at the high 
school and college levels. He also played drums for several 
bands. His wife, Cynthia Hope McGreivey '59, is among those 
remembering him.

▼ CLASS OF 1961 Alton B. "Tony" Perry of Ojai, Calif., died De-
cember 14, 2015. He was a member of Phi Sigma Kappa and the 
Laurentian Singers. Tony's love for music carried into his career 
as a singer and actor. He appeared on “The Tonight Show,” “The 
Ed Sullivan Show” and “The Today Show” along with younger 
brother John Bennett Perry '63 in the Serendipity Singers. 
Among others remembering Tony is his nephew, “Friends” star 
Matthew Perry. 

▼ CLASS OF 1964 SUNY Binghamton retired Associate Profes-
sor of Art History Barbara Goldberg Abou-El-Haj died March 6, 
2015, at her home in Plymouth, Mass. After majoring in English at 
St. Lawrence, she earned her doctorate from UCLA in 1975, and 
joined the faculty at Binghamton in 1985. She retired in 2014. She 
was active in the Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies 
and the Fernand Braudel Center at Binghamton. 

▼ CLASS OF 1965 Richard L. LaVallee died August 25, 2015, at 
his home in Ticonderoga, N.Y. Beginning his career in 1970 as a 
New York State trooper, he worked in Schenectady, Malone and 
Schroon Lake and became a sergeant and station commander. 
At St. Lawrence he majored in psychology and was a brother of 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon. He is survived by three children and seven 
grandchildren.

Dale Muller Piper died November 20, 2015, at her residence in 
Middlebury, Vt. She majored in French and pledged Kappa Kappa 
Gamma. Her great-niece Stella I. Leach '13 is among her survi-
vors. She earned a master's degree from Middlebury College and 
taught French before working 30 years as an office manager for 
the State of Vermont Office of Employment and Training. 

▼ CLASS OF 1966 Valerie Brooke Scott died February 15, 2015, at 
her home in Hampton Bays, N.Y. She helped her husband run the 
J. Ronald Scott Funeral Home for more than 40 years. At 
St. Lawrence, she majored in psychology and was a sister of 
Alpha Delta Pi.

▼ CLASS OF 1968 James R. Langlois of Middleton, Conn., died 
January 24, 2016. He worked in the cement industry for 47 
years and as an assistant men's ice hockey coach at Wesleyan 
University for 32 years. A sociology major, Jim was a member of 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon, the hockey team, the L Club and ROTC. He 
and Dianne Current Langlois '68 raised their son, Bartholomew 
J. Langlois '97. Also surviving is Dianne's sister Nancy Current 
Martin '64. 

IN MEMORY 
▼ CLASS OF 1976 Thomas F. Healy of Edgartown, Mass., died 
February 1, 2016. Graduating with a degree in government with 
honors and membership in Omicron Delta Kappa, Tom studied in 
Kenya and was a brother of Sigma Chi. He continued his educa-
tion at Suffolk Law School and became a civil trial lawyer. He was 
appointed to the Commonwealth's Judicial Nominating Council 
and was a former candidate for the Governor's Council and State 
Senate.

▼ CLASS OF 1977 Joseph E. Kozloski of Windsor, N.Y., died 
December 15, 2015. He majored in sociology, pledged Beta 
Theta Pi and played football. Retired from Frito Lay after 
38 years of service, he was a gardener, enjoying working the 
Vestal Farmers Market. 

▼ CLASS OF 1980 Walter C. Pascoe died December 21, 2015, in 
Litchfield, Conn. Walt majored in fine arts and was an artist, 
sculptor and furniture-maker on the East Coast and in Montreal. 
Those remembering Walt include the mother of his children and 
dear friend of more than 30 years, Kelsey Kerr Pascoe '78, and 
daughter and son-in-law Martha K. Pascoe '11 and Oke T. McAn-
drews '10.

▼ CLASS OF 1981 Helen M. Ferris died December 12, 2015, in 
Philadelphia, Pa. A member of the Thelomathesian Society, she 
majored in government and English before attending Syracuse 
University Law School, becoming the editor of the Syracuse 
Journal of International Law and Commerce and earning a J.D. In 
addition to her professional legal career, she enjoyed providing 
legal assistance to her extended family.

▼ CLASS OF 2002 Lisa M. Sokoloff of Cheshire, Conn., died Febru-
ary 3, 2016. A sister of Kappa Kappa Gamma at St. Lawrence, 
she majored in psychology and minored in English writing. She 
worked in the insurance industry.

▼ CLASS OF 2015 Barbara E. Burgmeier died tragically December 
17, 2015, in Memphis, Tenn., where she had recently taken a job as 
a chemistry and biology teacher at Lausanne Collegiate School. 
Her passion for neuroscience and genetics led her to a major 
in biology and a minor in education, allowing her to share that 
interest with others. As president of Kappa Delta Sigma, Barbie 
was a strong leader on campus and a mentor to her peers. Barbie 
is missed by her parents, Deborah and Michael, and two older 
siblings. A memorial service was held on campus on March 6, and 
the Barbara Burgmeier '15 Women in Science Scholarship has 
been established at St. Lawrence in her memory. For more about 
her, see the 2015 Class Notes.

We have also learned of the deaths of these Laurentians; 
memorial notices may appear in future issues:

CLASS OF 1934 Betty C. Conboy, 12/28/2015

CLASS OF 1940 Dorothy G. Dean, 11/13/2015

CLASS OF 1941 Joseph L. Tolhurst, 1/24/2016

CLASS OF 1942n Jean O. McCormick, 12/11/2015

CLASS OF 1946 James L. Harrington, 11/18/2015

CLASS OF 1947 I. Gloria Brandt, 12/21/2015

CLASS OF 1948 Barbara Pacyga Newell, 1/2016

CLASS OF 1951n Cynthia S. Ganter, 12/21/2015

CLASS OF 1951 Philip Calderone Jr., 11/22/2015

CLASS OF 1952 Thomas Marcopulos, 12/31/2015

CLASS OF 1953 John H. McIsaac, 12/26/2015

CLASS OF 1953 Robert J. Pepper, 12/16/2015

CLASS OF 1954 Gail W. Seamans, 12/16/2015

CLASS OF 1955 William R. Price Jr., 11/20/2015

CLASS OF 1958n Peggy D. Drauglis, 12/4/2015

CLASS OF 1960 F. Christopher Cruger, 11/7/2015

CLASS OF 1961 Margaret M. Wagaman, 1/5/2016

CLASS OF 1964 Michael A. Delduchetto Jr., 11/23/2015

CLASS OF 1964M Harry J. Aldrich Jr., 1/3/2016

CLASS OF 1964M Edward L. Clough, 11/30/2015

CLASS OF 1965 John P. Mitchell, 11/2/2015

CLASS OF 1966M William B. Goodwin, 10/26/2015

CLASS OF 1966 David G. Babcock, 2/12/2015

CLASS OF 1970M Charles E. Moore, 11/28/2015

CLASS OF 1971n Nancy B. Esley, 1/23/2016

CLASS OF 1971 Lynn W. Bishop Jr., 12/1/2015

CLASS OF 1981 Regan E. Seaver, 10/18/2015

CLASS OF 2010n John J. Sibley, 12/18/2015

FACULTY AND STAFF
Emeritus Professor of Chemistry William H. Cropper died No-
vember 27, 2015, at age 88. A pioneering rock-climber and ranger 
in Grand Teton National Park in the 1950s, he retired from the St. 
Lawrence faculty in 1992. A highly regarded physical-quantum 
chemist, he is noted for his 2001 book Great Physicists: the Life 
and Times of Leading Physicists from Galileo to Hawking (Oxford 
University Press). He possessed degrees from Iowa State Univer-
sity and the University of California, Berkeley. 

Ross S. Keller died November 20, 2015. He worked at St. Law-
rence from 1957 to 1976, serving as director of housing and food 
services. He retired as the director of food services at Williams 
College in 1982, at which time he and his wife, Carolyn, became 
innkeepers near Acadia National Park, Maine. Carolyn and their 
daughter Susan predeceased him; survivors include a son, Gor-
don, and daughter, Meredith ’76.

John R. Lucas, technical theater professor and designer from 
1966 to 1969, died August 29, 2015. He taught, designed and di-
rected for 31 years at Brown University after leaving St. Lawrence, 

IN MEMORY 
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Sharing the news of a death  We will publish in “In Memory” detailed memorial notices of the passing 
of Laurentians if we receive the information from a family member or friend in the form of a previously 
published notice (typically from a newspaper). Please send such notices to Shayla Snyder Witherell ’11, 
Advancement Services, St. Lawrence University, Canton, NY 13617 or switherell@stlawu.edu. We will 
provide the name and, if available, date of death of others of whose passing we learn, and the complete
list of recent deaths can be found on the University’s website at alumni.stlawu.edu.

‘In Memory’ is compiled by Shayla Snyder Witherell ’11, switherell@stlawu.edu.

The designation “n” with class numerals indicates that the 
individual did not graduate from St. Lawrence.  The designation
“M” with class numerals indicates that the individual earned 
a master’s degree from St. Lawrence in the year given.

was active in summer theater and traveled around the world 
many times after retiring and being named senior lecturer 
emeritus. In retirement he also served as designer, director 
and administrator with the College Light Opera Company 
on Cape Cod.

Associate Professor of Physics Emeritus Robert A. Lufburrow 
died December 17, 2015, at the age of 93. A U.S. Navy veteran, 
he held degrees from Berea College and the University of 
Wisconsin and was affiliated with the Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institute before joining the St. Lawrence 
faculty in 1958. A popular teacher of Introductory Physics, 
among other courses, “Luf” retired in 1984 and traveled 
extensively before settling in Oregon. Three children and 
their families are among his survivors.

Susan E. Ward, emerita professor of English, died December 11, 
2015. She joined the faculty in 1975, bearing degrees from Carnegie 
Mellon and the University of Connecticut, and retired in 2009. She 
taught literature, creative non-fiction and journalism courses, and 
was an adviser to The Hill News. She also taught under a Fulbright 
grant in Germany and directed St. Lawrence’s program in London. 
Editor of the diaries of a woman who ran her family’s farm near 
Canton in the early 20th century, she also authored articles on 
Jack London and American women writers.  

ARCHIVES
FROM THE

oving-up day doesn’t change much from decade 
to decade. In spring 1946, Patricia Crogan O’Neill 
’48 was tapped for Kalon, women’s forerunner of 

Omicron Delta Kappa honorary. If you can identify any of 
the “tappers,” please email mkeniston@stlawu.edu. n

M
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