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Shakespeare wrote of “the poet’s eye.” A mix of SLU students let us see the world through theirs. 
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It wasn’t just the new rooster who 
had a sweeping panorama from what 
President Fox has called the highest 
man-made point in the St. Lawrence 
Valley; the workers who installed 
it there on May 1 did, too. But they 
soon descended, while the rooster 
remained, surveying the campus and 
announcing the wind direction, just as 
his predecessor had done for 87 years 
before succumbing to the fire of  
October 2013. For more on the  
chapel’s restoration, see page 10.
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And if that’s not enough, we give you a lesson in photomicrography and a recipe to boot!+
Hannah Chanatry leaps onstage and pushes her comfort zone.
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inform my view of the world and  
my decision-making.
—John Budington ’74

Vancouver, British Columbia

‘The wretched impact of  
electronic communications’
The following letter was addressed  
to Josephine Del Deo ’47, author of  
“Abandoning the Spoken Word” in  
our winter 2015 issue, and is presented  
here with the writer’s permission.

Thank you so much for your editorial. 
It was nice to know that I am not alone 
in these feelings.

You have elegantly described the wretch-
ed impact of electronic communications 
on our society and our literacy. While I, 
like you, recognize the advantages that 
computers provide in accessing informa-
tion, I abhor the invasion of privacy by 
Facebook, cell phones and other gadgets.  
I have a cell phone primarily for emer-
gency use and for travel arrangements, 
but rarely use it. I refuse to participate in 
Facebook. I still read actual books and the 
Washington Post in paper, though I confess 
to reading The New York Times online, 
and I do use email. I wonder how future 
generations will understand people who 
no longer write and read letters?

I will now go to the library in search  
of Melville’s The Bell-Tower. Thank you 
for suggesting it. 
—Cynthia E. Wilson ’62

Alexandria, Virginia

How Professor Culpepper taught
I woke this morning thinking of how 
influential (history professor) Jack 
Culpepper was. When I took a course 
from him, on the first day of class he 
walked in and told us we had a choice. 
We could come to lectures as usual, 
or we could make an appointment to 
meet with him and pursue an inde-
pendent study project for the entire 
semester. The entire class opted for the 
independent study. With that, class was 
dismissed for the semester.

The first thing Dr. Culpepper said to 
me at my appointment was, "What do 
you know about Artemis?" Easy: not a 
thing. I was in shock, wondering what 
Artemis had to do with Civilization and 
Its Discontents (or whatever the course 
was called).

The next thing he did was to write out 
15 to 20 book titles on a piece of paper 
and tell me to read them and come see 
him again the following week. I walked 
out of his office feeling my shock grow 
into panic.

Heavy course loads were not new to 
me, thanks to prep school, so I did what 
he asked. By the time I left his office after 
the second appointment, my life had 
changed. He had opened my eyes to a 
world that I had not known existed. 

I put more effort into that project than 
any other scholastic endeavor ever. The 
knowledge and insight I received from 
one semester with Dr. Culpepper still 
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challenge for young people in college to 
crumple the paper and refill the pen, this 
is something much harder to teach than 
it used to be. The volume of unfiltered 
blogging and the habits of stream-of-
consciousness texting, for instance, may 
not dominate college culture, but the 
“one-draft-and-send” habits have become 
more rooted each year, and not only in 
student patterns of communication.

There are other ways of looking at 
the proposition that the second draft is 
absolutely essential in the quality of one’s 
education and, of course, in one’s most 
defining moments that require personal 
choices in life. I keep near my desk a 
book called Oxford Unbuilt (1983) as a 

reminder that one of the most magnifi-
cent university campuses in the world 
has had countless architectural first drafts 
that were never translated from concep-
tual drawing into towers of marble. It’s 
a history of what did not happen, what 
did not get funded, what did not gain 
support as the final choice of halls and 
libraries forming the university. The book 
is a curious compendium of rejected 
designs. Every college-educated person 
ought to keep in mind the equivalent 
collection of unbuilt plans, the unpub-
lished first drafts of life.

As the First World War was ending in 
1918, its devastation forever immeasur-
able, a Harvard philosopher gave a series 
of public lectures called “Human Nature 
and Its Remaking.” William Ernest Hock-

e blotted his copybook.” 
This is what David L.  
Torrey ’53 said to me 
when assessing the 
remarks of a public 
official in Ottawa.  

David lives in Montreal, reads seven 
newspapers a day, knows hockey and 
loves opera. He has the practiced eye of 
a fair observer, understanding the close 
difference in an essay or speech between 
just the right touch and untouched 
excellence. Most work, the kind worth 
doing and worth doing well, most of the 
time needs the benefit of a second draft. 
Artists, writers and entrepreneurs will 
typically support that fixed assumption 
of perpetual doing-over. 

The nature of college is also learning 
how to work on a second draft, learning 
that the blotted copybook is not the last 
word of a successful education and cam-

pus experience. I would bravely make that 
a singular proposition for the liberal arts, 
but I would stop short of suggesting this 
idea as a marketing slogan. “Come to our 
university…and learn to delete, copy, and 
paste… your education.” That will never 
do, though there is an apple seed of truth 
in it; the truth is that at St. Lawrence the 
whispered words “one more time,” heard 
in the rehearsal space, on the practice 
field, or at the long wooden tables of 
scattered books and papers, create the best 
moments of transacting the deepest, most 
vital learning. So, let me explain.

Lorrie Moore ’78, one of today’s 
foremost American authors of important 
literary fiction, returned to campus this 
spring to read from her recent work and 
discuss her life as a writer. She described 
starting out with a manual typewriter, 
but it was used only for the second draft. 
The prose writing began in her right arm 
as the ideas flowed into her hand to be 
set first on foolscap, ink to paper. Then 
there was the tedious, time-draining, 
physical effort of transcribing the un-
proven words into type, the kind of raw 
print that sometimes hole-punched the 
page if the “o” key was struck fortissimo. 

Now, like most of us, she is a two-
handed writer and observed that the 
technical capacity to make editing and 
corrections instantaneously on-screen 
caused her to ponder that had these 
creative tools always been available, there 
would conceivably have been at least one 
more book among the many she has al-
ready published. And yet, on balance she 
also lamented what has been lost in the 
way she writes now—she no longer does 
or can keep copies of earlier drafts. 

Implied in our society’s changed meth-
ods of creating works of excellence in 
any art form—pictured, heard, or writ-
ten—is a warning that just because the 
second draft may have evaporated in the 
sequence of completing the final work, 
the necessity of revising has never disap-
peared. And yet, I believe, while always a 

A Word From the President
Hello, St. Lawrence? Get Me Rewrite

ing was not naïvely declaring the poten-
tial, let alone the triumph, of large-scale 
behavior modification in the face of the 
most irrational human instincts to kill 
and destroy. He was asking a question: 
Can human nature be altered, improved 
or remade? By the middle of the 20th 
century, however, after another horrible 
war, philosophers and theologians had 
mostly abandoned Hocking’s question. 
I can understand why, because there 
is a profoundly fine distinction drawn 
between human nature and human 
character, but I think there is also a 
point left standing. 

Human beings always have a chance 
to get it right or get it better, but 
almost never without a second draft. 
The question, therefore, remains 
open; at least it should to those of us 
who care so deeply about liberal arts 
education. Hocking says education 
supplies the mind, even the most rigid 
or lazy thinking, with “a method of 
work and some examples of success.”  
A St. Lawrence education is always a 
method of rehearsing and practicing 
success; it’s also incompletely built, even 
unfinished long after graduation. It 
ought to feel somehow like a continu-
ous charge flowing between the battery 
terminals of liberation and discipline. 
For some it will be a jolt, for others a 
stimulus, but the abiding power of what 
we ultimately teach here is that the first 
draft is not good enough. n  —WLF

“Human beings  

always have a chance to  

get it right or get it  

better, but almost never  

without a second draft.”

Letters
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Chapin Professor of 
Geology Jeffrey 

Chiarenzelli 
’81 has been 
appointed the 
first MacAllaster 

Professor of North 
Country Studies. 

The professorship was 
established in 2014 through 
the generosity of MacAllaster 
family members and friends 
to honor the memory of the 
late North Country native 
Archie F. MacAllaster ’50, 
P’78, longtime treasurer 
of the Board of Trustees. 
The position recognizes a 
faculty member who agrees 
to conduct research on the 

North Country and to teach 
a course on North Country 
history, issues and events. 
Chiarenzelli proposes a course 
on regional natural history and 
issues related to environmental 
contaminants, climate change 
and geology. 

Directing what 
he calls a surreal 

horror comedy, James 
Corbett ’15 has won the 
first-ever St. Lawrence 
International Film 
Festival student film 
competition. He directed 
a five-minute film, “Surreal,” 
about a man living in a dream 
world and dealing with the 
terrifying things that reside 

there. The festival will take 
place Oct. 22-25 and will be 
headquartered in Canton. To 
see the film, visit www.vimeo.
com/128016602 

St. Lawrence 
students 

can now prepare 
for a professional 
pharmacy degree, 
thanks to a new partnership 
with the University at Buffalo. 
The program consists of three 
years of undergraduate classes 
at St. Lawrence, followed by 
four years at UB’s School of 
Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical 
Sciences, resulting in a 
bachelor’s degree from SLU 
and a Doctor of Pharmacy 

degree from UB. For more, 
visit www.stlawu.edu/biology/
health-careers.

Matthew Monhart 
’16 has received 

a prestigious 
summer 
research 
fellowship 

award from the 
Endocrine Society, 

to study "The Effects of 
an Estrogen Disrupting 
Compound (Atrazine) on 
the Amphibian Immune 
System” with Alex Schreiber, 
associate professor of biology. 
Such fellowships are rarely 
awarded to students from 
liberal arts programs.

www.stlawu.edu/news

Know
it All.
A roundup of  news from campus.Want more? Find us online:

Club members love using events like 
the Glamour Shop to encourage students 
to explore their creative sides. “Through 
fashion, people are able to take on 
identities that other art forms may not 
allow,” says Tonisha, an economics and 
business double major with a Chinese 
studies minor. “We like to make sure that 
people know this by encouraging them to 
dress how they want to dress, in whatever 
way best expresses who they are or who 
they want to be.”

One of the more high-profile ways the 
Fashion Club achieves this goal is with 
its annual Fashion Show. Every aspect of 
the show is student-run, from the overall 
design to the individual production of 
clothing. “The show essentially allows us 

t’s a typical Friday night at  
St. Lawrence University. Which 
means a set of tables in the Sul-
livan Student Center is covered 
with eye shadow, mascara, nail 
polish in every color, magazines, 

glitter, curling irons, bobby pins, and 
just about any other product you could 
think of.

This is the Glamour Shop, a new 
opportunity for students hosted by the 
Fashion Club. “It’s a place where students 
can go to mingle with members,” says 
Tonisha Kerr ’15, a Brooklyn native and 
president of the Fashion Club. “They can 
talk fashion; look at magazines; get their 
hair, nails, or makeup done; get tips on 
outfit ideas—it's open to everyone!” 

I
Creative Wear

to combine all of the things that we learn 
and practice in our meetings into one 
show that people can see,” says Tonisha. 
“We collect clothing donations, which 
are altered and transformed into the 
outfits that are featured.”

Looking back on her time at  
St. Lawrence, Tonisha takes pride in 
all she has accomplished with the club. 
Creating it as a first-year, she made 
strides sharing her love of expression 
with the St. Lawrence community. 
“Many people believe fashion has one 
face, when in fact, it can be whatever 
you make it,” she says. “Fashion 
wouldn’t be fashion if it weren’t for the 
different styles and perspectives that 
come together to create it.” n

Fashion Club oFFers another outlet For expression

L

1

By Hannah Chanatry ’15

ast spring, Chenqu 
“Joyce” Jiang ’17, left, and 
Xuehang Pan ’17 wrote 
“congratulations to you” 

in Mandarin Chinese calligraphy to 
newly accepted Chinese students.

“We wanted to make it a little 
more personal and pay attention 
to the cultural backgrounds of 
Chinese students,” said Musa 
Khalidi, director of international 
admissions. “Chinese students 
now represent a sizable pool of 
students at St. Lawrence, and we 
wanted to recognize their culture 
with a little extra touch. It’s a small 
gesture to congratulate them in 
their own language.”

The calligraphy notes were 
included in the acceptance 
packages that were mailed to 12 
Chinese students, welcoming them 
into the Class of 2019. 

Say It Many Ways

n   In the spring “In memory,” we misstated the date of Professor emeritus “bernie” lammers’s death. 
Professor lammers died December 20, 2014.  n  In the same issue, the name of the 1940s radio professor  
in the review of Jim roselle’s book is incorrect. Her name was Gladys Pasel.  n  We regret these errors.
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AT THe NoRTHSTAR CAFé
•  Working with the 

Environmental Action 
Organization (EAO), several 
types of liter bottles eliminated.

•  Working with Thelmo, new 
ordering procedure instituted to 
reduce food waste, (resulting in) 
a 73 percent decrease in orders 
not picked up.

AT THe TiMe ouT CAFé
• Dispenser drink options added.
•  Customers pay a premium for  

bottled beverages.

AT DANA DiNiNg HALL
•  Since no-tray policy begun in 

2009, reduction of 25 tons of 
food waste per year.

•  Reduction of 360,000 gallons of 
grey water treatment per week.

•  Returnable green take-out  
containers in use.

Following up on the sustainability focus in our spring issue, Dining Services reports that it is 
playing its part, too.  The spring 2015 Sustainability Newsletter provides this sample of steps 

(for the full list, visit www.stlawu.edu/sustainability-newsletter):

“One of our goals with Pride Week was 
to reach students who don’t normally 
come to these events, and we were very 
successful in doing that,” says Ashlee 
Downing, coordinator of Volunteer Ser-
vices and co-chair of the week. “Several 
students told us they hope it happens 
again. Most important, the students 
involved in planning it were happy to feel 
supported. We can tell them we support 
them every day, but Pride Week was a 
way for all of us to show it.” n

pon arrival on campus in 
fall 2011, Steph DeNor-
mand ’15 immediately 
began educating the  
St. Lawrence community 
about LGBTQ issues. 

“When I got here, I was convinced 
there weren’t any other LGBTQ students 
or a lot of activism going on, so I didn’t 
know what to do or whom to talk to,” 
Steph says. 

Fast forward four years: Steph has 
established the LGBTetc. student 
organization and hosted several events, 
including the University’s first Pride 
Week in April.

“We were very excited to see Pride 
Week happen,” Steph says. “It was a 
marking point for a lot of us and showed 
us that the University is passionate about 
focusing on our LGBTQ students.”   

The week included events like sex-
positive trivia night, tie-dying t-shirts, 
nationally-recognized LGBTQ activists 
and speakers, a movie screening, and a 
Day of Silence, when students vowed 
silence to call attention to the silencing 
effect of anti-LGBTQ bullying and 
harassment.

“We had almost 20 participants, 
about double what we’ve had in the 
past,” Steph notes. “For the last couple 

of years, our Day of Silence has fallen 
on Admissions’ Accepted Student Visit 
Days. It shows we’re thinking about 
issues and that we’re supportive here, 
and that’s something a lot of LGBTQ 
students are looking for.”

In addition to Steph’s LGBTetc. group, 
SaGA (Sexuality and Gender Activists), 
MAASV (Male Athletes Against Sexual 
Violence) and the newly-formed Ally 
group of faculty and staff were critical 
reasons why Pride Week was so successful.

U

LGBTQ Student Services has been 
established thanks to the Saints Activists 
for Equity (SAFE) grant, a collaborative 
interdepartmental initiative aiming to 
provide advocacy, information and resources 
for LGBTQ students, allies and the overall 
St. Lawrence community. For more, go to:  
www.stlawu.edu/lgbtq.

‘FoCusing on our lgbtQ students’

By Meg Bernier '07, M'09

Students Host University’s        
First-Ever Pride Week 

above: students spent an afternoon  

tie-dying expressive t-shirts as part  

of st. Lawrence's first pride Week.

Sustainable Dining

VegeTARiAN/ 
VegAN FooD
•  Amount of beef served in 

Northstar Cafe and Dana 
decreased.

•  More vegan baked goods  
prepared in-house.

LoCAL FooD
•  All honey, maple syrup,  

shell eggs, milk, yogurt, and 
some cheeses purchased  
locally all year.

•  800 chickens purchased in 
2014-15 from local providers.

ReCyCLiNg/
CoMpoSTiNg
•  New containers for recycling 

plastic and cans in seating area 
at Northstar Café.

•  All processed/cooked food at 
Dana that does not have reuse 
potential is composted.

F lanked by 

President William 

l. Fox ’75, left, 

and board of 

Trustees Chair Jeffery H. 

boyd ’78, recipients of 

honorary degrees at the 2015 

Commencement on may 17 

were, from left, Judith Hart 

Angelo ’64, songwriter; 

John m. Angelo ’63, financial 

manager; Peter Hatch P’15, 

garden historian; and Jane 

Clark, president of the Clark 

Foundation. Inset: The rev. 

Fred G. Garry, pastor of the 

First Presbyterian Church in 

Watertown, new York, who 

received this year’s north 

Country Citation.

Honored at Commencement
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lAurenTIAn lIGHTnInG CHATS

TayLoR CaSTaToR ’15: “my Journey at St. lawrence”

JUSTIn SIPHER, vICE PRESIDEnT oF LIbRaRIES 
anD InFoRMaTIon TECHnoLoGy
“WI-FI networks: myths, realities and the Future”

JakE HURLbUT ’15 
“Crashing the net: Technology meets Hockey”

ana ESTEvEz, aSSoCIaTE PRoFESSoR oF bIoLoGy 
“nanoparticles and neuroprotection”

MaRk RayMonD M’94, HEaD FooTbaLL CoaCH 
“leadership in Action”

STEvE HoRWITz, Dana PRoFESSoR oF EConoMICS 
“unsupervised Play as a School for Peaceful Conflict resolution”

duced the uniquely American sound of 
bluegrass. McNally largely, although not 
completely, skips over this because his 
book is about the Mississippi. In his eyes, 
the history of the river is both a meta-
phor and a fact for much of what we are 
today, culturally and musically.  
 —Bruce Carlisle ’78
Sign Here
With Major League Baseball’s All-Star 
time of year upon us, it’s fitting to con-

sider an All-Star book.  
Kevin McKelvey ’87 and his 

brother Steve have privately 
published Labor of Love: 

Reflections and Im-
ages from a Lifetime 
of Baseball Autograph 
Collecting. The family's 
collection, presumed to 
be the world's largest 

private collection of 
its kind, was started in 

the 1940s by their father. 
“After auctioning off much of 

it, we took to documenting its most 
unique and relevant artifacts,” Kevin 
says. “What came of this is a visual his-
tory of the game.”

And what a great visual history it is. 
In small coffee-table format, the book 
presents the story of America’s national 
pastime through stories, records, and 
legends in their own hands, from Cy 
Young and Ty Cobb to Hank Aaron  
and Roger Maris.   —NSB

 
We provide information on books by alumni 
and others on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Books that do not receive attention here may 
be recognized in a future issue. 

  

indy rock many of us listen to today 
all stem directly from the American 
experience with its history of progress, 
growth and redemption tarnished by 
slavery, racism, civil war and depression. 
McNally documents it all in a well-told 
chronicle that will fascinate even casual 
music fans by uniting history, culture 
and music.

McNally, who spent 25 years as the 
traveling publicist for the Grateful Dead, 
is an historian by training and 
trade. The book is thor-
oughly researched 
and documented, 
but, more 
important, it 
reads like the 
work of a true 
storyteller. 
What separates 
it from others 
about the origins 
of today’s music is 
McNally’s adherence 
to an examination of the 
culture and historical events that gener-
ated each subsequent musical movement. 
We also learn how certain things we 
never thought about came to be. For 
example, we find Dylan growing up 
in the Minnesota version of the North 
Country, listening to Delta blues from a 
powerful Shreveport radio station. 

If there is a quibble with the book, it 
is perhaps rooted in its strengths. Not 
every note of American music grew from 
the seeds planted in a Delta cotton field. 
The Scots-Americans of the Appala-
chians, not noted for being respectful of 
African culture, independently pro-

LAuRENTIAN
REvIEWS

An American Musical Journey
When music lovers untangle their 
headphones and click into an old Bob 
Dylan song, or the “I Shall be Released” 
cover by Grace Potter ’14h and  Matt 
Burr ’03, the first thing that comes to 
mind is probably not Huckleberry Finn 
navigating the Mississippi River by raft. 
But that’s exactly where Dennis McNally 
’71 takes us with On Highway 61: Music, 
Race and the Foundation of American Cul-
ture (Counterpoint, 2014).

Route 61 is a real highway, paralleling 
the Mississippi from New Orleans (the 
old slave markets) to northern Minne-
sota (Dylan’s birthplace). Between those 
times and places, McNally argues, lie the 
true roots of modern American music 
and culture. “Negro spirituals,” Stephen 
Foster, Tin Pan Alley, swing, jazz, Robert 
Johnson and the blues, folk, rock n’ 
roll and finally the rootsy, blues-tinged 

n late March, students poured into Dana Dining Center 
for Sunday Brunch just as on any other Sunday, eager to 
get their hands on mozzarella sticks and Belgian waffles. 
But their eyes lit up as soon as they saw the Laurentian 
for Life Week table, filled with free t-shirts, stickers and 
schedules to prepare them for five days of learning and 

celebrating what it means to be a Laurentian. The Dana lobby 
was filled with “Happy Laurentian for Life Week!” well-wishes as 
one of the year’s most popular weeks got under way.

But how do alumni get to take part in the fun, too? That’s 
what the 30 committee members behind the week, which culmi-
nated on Charter Day, April 3, asked themselves following the 
inaugural event in 2014. In addition to several regional network-
ing events and opportunities to take part via social media, the 
group opted to livestream a few of the week’s biggest events so 
Laurentians everywhere could watch.  

A new feature was also one of the week’s most popular: 
Laurentian Lightning Chats featured six students, fac-
ulty and administrators who each gave a nine-minute talk 
focused on their areas of interest and expertise.  The chats 
and other well-attended events, such as a poetry reading 
featuring President William L. Fox ’75 and a webinar from 
LinkedIn’s Sara Jones’12 about how best to use the social 
network, were streamed live and can be viewed at alumni.
stlawu.edu/l4lweek. 

I
Going Live with 

Laurentian for Life Week 
By Meg Bernier ’07, M’09

All week, Laurentians shared anecdotes and photos that illus-
trated how they continue to serve, learn, connect, give and cel-
ebrate being a member of the St. Lawrence community. Check 
out what they posted: stlawu.edu/social/l4lweek2015.  n

Head women's track and field coach Kate curran rings a bell to 

kick off the annual L4L 4K run and walk.

http://stlawu.edu/l4lweek
http://stlawu.edu/social/l4lweek2015
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than many recalled, airborne for only a 
few moments before it was swung into 
place and secured by two fearless men in 
a bucket swinging gently at the end of a 
cable suspended from a 300-foot crane; 
then the delicate weathervane; and finally 
the famous rooster, who resolutely swung 
into a northeast-southwest orientation, 
indicating to all the wind direction 
that morning. It was over almost before 
anyone realized it; as the noontime sun 
shone brightly, the spectators on the 
Quad broke into applause, and some 
spontaneously into the alma mater.  

And so Gunnison Memorial Chapel 
is whole once more. With interior work 
finished, its inaugural public use was an 
emotional Laurentian Singers Concert on 
Commencement Weekend. The restored 
chime first rang out again for that week-
end’s Baccalaureate Service, courtesy of 
veteran ringer Cody Witherell ’11. 

“The first glimpse will tell the whole 
story in an instant,” President Fox also 
said after the fire. “It is the best story 
architecture will ever tell, when human 
ambitions soar.” n  —NSB

So said President William L. 
Fox ’75 in the aftermath of 
the October 2013 fire at 
Gunnison Memorial Chapel. 
On May 1, 2015, a week 
short of 19 months after the 

fire, those prophetic words came to pass, 
as a new spire was lifted into place on a 
warm, promising North Country spring 
morning. Laurentians fortunate enough 
to observe, and the thousands of others 
who viewed the live-streamed proceed-
ings, were witnesses to only the second 
such moment in University history, and 
to the rare visage of the spire in its na-
scent copper aspect, even as the inevitable 
forces of nature began turning it toward 
its more familiar blue-green patina.

The spire began its journey to the top 
of Gunnison with an 865-mile truck 
ride from Campbellsville, Kentucky, 
where it had been fabricated. On the 
appointed day, construction crews began 
at sunrise, proceeding step by step as 
though assembling a mammoth model: 
first the base, bigger than most people 
remembered; then the spire, smaller 

“The spire will ascend anew; the rooster    shall resemble a phoenix.”

,,

The new chapel spire will 
once again be a symbol of 
pride for all laurentians.

Allen Splete ’60

i couldn’t help but smile  
as i watched the spire  
ascend to the top of  

gunnison with fellow  
students, staff, faculty  

and alumni; it was  
like welcoming an old 

friend back home.
Kelly GAmAche ’15

it was a kind of healing.
lennie DouGherty 

mcKinnon ’58

the
spire

ascendant

on campus
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he New york State education Department has approved a new 
statistics major at St. Lawrence, giving students the opportunity to 
major in a discipline that has only recently become distinguished 
as a distinct field. Although statistics is an increasingly important 

discipline in the information era and can be applied to a variety of fields, it is 
rarely offered as a major at liberal arts colleges.

“There is difference between mathematics and statistics,” says Michael 
Schuckers, left, associate professor of statistics and author of the statistics major 
proposal. “Mathematics uses deductive reasoning to go from the general down 
to the specific, while statistics uses inductive reasoning that looks at a subset of 
data and applies it to a larger population.” He cited Gallup Polls as an example.

St. Lawrence’s minor in statistics will remain. For more, visit  
www.stlawu.edu/math-computer-science-and-statistics.

New Major in Statistics Approved

T

T

hree alumni of St. lawrence’s mcnair Scholars 

Program (www.stlawu.edu/cstep-and-mcnair) 

recently earned their doctorates, the first to 

do so. Two of them visited campus last spring: animesh 
Giri '08, right, graduated from the doctoral program 

in economics at emory university in 2014 and brittany 
Parham '10 graduated in may from the university at 

buffalo's dual Ph.D. program in Psychology and School 

Counseling. Steve Peraza ’06 also graduated this year 

from the university at buffalo, with his Ph.D. in history. 

While on campus, Giri encouraged students to pursue 

their passions and not become discouraged. Parham 

added, "Graduate school success depends upon finding 

a topic you care about immensely, (then identifying) a 

strong support group.”

Giri teaches economics at berry College in Atlanta and 

is publishing research on the impacts of migration and 

remittances in nepal. Parham is a primary mental health 

clinician in baltimore and a researcher on mental health 

policy and practice for the university of maryland.

All That Work Pays off

on sociaL media

@jonesyrox219

I chose Saint Lawrence 
because of the amazing 
opportunities available!! 
#StLawU2019 #ReachHigher

@ms_tashamac12

@bgolfchamp

Can't wait to go to St. Lawrence 
next year! I chose SLU because 
of the great atmosphere and 
wonderful people! 
#Stlawu2019 #ReachHigher

I chose #StLawU2019 for the 
incredible sense of community, the 
many opportunities SLU provides, 
and the close proximity to nature! 
#ReachHigher

@karipierre22

Maggie Urquhart

I chose St Lawrence because 

of the amazing people I've 

met and the opportunities it 

will give me in the next four 

years, also because I couldn't 

imagine attending any other 

school and loving it as much 

as i LoVe SLu already!! 
#StLawU2019 #ReachHigher

via Lauren Annaldo ’10

@kayapps

on days like these, I know that 
all the hard work was worth it. 
Thank you for helping me. 
#ReachHigher #StLawU2019

Cameron Dehais Nicole Kubista

#SLufamous
we rally: Laurentians take part in First Lady Michelle Obama’s #ReachHigher Initiative. 

@sarahb516

Find out more about the First Lady’s efforts to celebrate students who take charge of their future and complete their education: whitehouse.gov/reach-higher.

@c_to_the_olin

http://www.stlawu.edu/math-computer-science-and-statistics
http://www.stlawu.edu/cstep-and-mcnair
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Rowing at St. Lawrence
By Kelly Vergin

n 1999, the Crew Club at  
St. Lawrence University made 
a bold step and moved into the 
world of varsity athletics. Rowing 
at St. Lawrence has not been 

the same since. The program has made 
progress by leaps and bounds, with solid 
organization, solid leadership and dedi-
cated student-athletes who have called 
themselves members of and pioneers of 
the St. Lawrence rowing program.

“Taking a program from the club 
level and developing it into a successful 
varsity program is a process that can 
take several years,” says former athletics 
director Margie Strait M’73. “I knew 
we needed a strong leader as a head 
coach to not only get the program off 
the ground but also achieve the success 
that we have become accustomed to 
here at St. Lawrence.”

Strait found Nick Hughes practically in 
her back yard after he saw the job posting 
in an area newspaper.  It had been a last 
minute-decision to advertise locally for 
a position that was attracting attention 
from all over New England.

“Nick was the right guy for the job,” says 
Strait. “He brought youthful energy to the 
program as well as instant credibility.”

Hughes, a former lightweight rower at 
Dartmouth College, was hired prior to 
the official start of the varsity program to 
help guide the transition from club level 
to varsity.

 “While rowing on the St. Lawrence 
River dates to the early 1800s, rowing at 
St. Lawrence had a much less illustri-
ous history,” says Hughes, who is now 
director of rowing. “I arrived to find the 
extent of the club’s fleet of shells – two 
fours – strapped to the top of a 15-pas-

senger van.  Suffice it to say, we’ve come a 
long way since then.”

With a lack of ample water on campus, 
the first order of business was to find a 
suitable training and competition site.
After some false starts at Hannawa Falls 
and Norwood Pond, the program finally 
made the move to the St. Lawrence at 
Waddington in 2002 with the help of the 
New York State Power Authority, which 
owned the desired land, and Strait, who 
knew the area well as a Waddington resi-
dent. She played a major role in securing 
the land that became the home of the 
University Boathouse and the launching 
point for training and competitions.

Team practice times normally have “p.m.” 

after the digits.  With rowing, it's “a.m.,” 

when the st. Lawrence River is at its 

most amenable

long boats, short history, dediCated athletes

I “My experience as a student at  
St. Lawrence would not be what it is 
without rowing,” says Gabrielle Schref-
fler ’16. “Since we spend so much time 
training for what seems like a very short 
racing season, it takes an incredible 
amount of hard work and dedication 
both to the sport and to the others on 
the team.  Every day we push ourselves 
to get stronger and faster in order to 
gain those integral few inches when we 
get off the starting line.”

An effort is already underway to secure 
funding for the new training facility. 
With continued support from alumni 
and friends of the rowing program, it 
could be up and running within the 
next year. n

tions.  Still, because spring is as short as 
it is in the North Country, being on the 
water is never met with complaint.”

While there is not only a great deal 
of training on the water, a tremendous 
amount of time is spent on campus, 
in the weight room in Newell Field 
House and in the team’s erg room in 
Augsbury Center.

“It’s not a sport for the faint of heart,” 
Hughes comments.

The next major step in the continued 
improvement of the program will be 
the establishment of an indoor train-
ing facility featuring a rowing tank 
where rowers can more closely replicate 
outdoor conditions when snow and ice 
make such training impossible.

“We were very fortunate in those early 
years to have the support of University 
Trustees Mike Ranger ’80 and Allan (and 
Kate) Newell,” Hughes recalls. “All three 
have a deep affinity for the river and were 
enthusiastic about the rowing program 
establishing itself there.  Were it not for 
their generosity, we wouldn’t have the 
lovely facility that we now call home.”

Finding a home was only one step in 
sustaining a program. Another involved 
building a coaching staff. The first hire 
after Hughes was George Repicky, who 
was added to the staff in 2003 and 
elevated to the role of head coach of the 
men’s team in 2005.

hile recruitment of 
experienced prospec-
tive student-athletes 
started at the incep-
tion of the program, 

so too did the process of attracting 
top-quality athletes already on campus 
who were new to the sport.  “Rowing 
remains one of the few collegiate sports 
that people can pick up when they get to 
college,” Hughes explains.  “Instruction 
of novice rowers is vital to our program.”  

If history is any judge, that instruction 
seems to be working.  Current U.S. Na-
tional Teamer Meghan Musnicki ’05n 
was introduced to the sport in 2001 at 
St. Lawrence. She became a member 
of the U.S. Women’s Eight that won 
an Olympic Gold Medal at the 2012 
Games in London.

The rosters for both the men’s and 
women’s squads have grown steadily 
as rowing has become more popular 
on campus. Commensurate success 
comes as a result of that popularity.  
The women qualified for the NCAA 
Championships three consecutive years 
(2008-10), taking sixth place in back-
to-back seasons. 

“Rowing is a sport that rewards 
industriousness, first and foremost,” says 
Hughes. “These athletes train exception-
ally hard, often in very difficult condi-

15

“Since we spend so much time training  
for what seems like a very short racing  

season, it takes an incredible amount of  
hard work and dedication both to the  

sport and to the others on the team.”
GaBriEllE SChrEfflEr ’16

nick Hughes, women's coach and direc-

tor of rowing, shouts instructions to his 

team with the help of some old-fash-

ioned collegiate low-tech.
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In may, Jack Whelan ’15 became the 

first individual qualifier for the nCAA 

Championship in St. lawrence men’s golf 

program history; there, the martha Finch 

Award winner as the outstanding male 

athlete in his class set program records 

for finish (tied for 26th) and 72-hole score 

(297). He also won the liberty league 

individual championship with a record-

breaking eight-under-par final round of 64. 

MARCHiNg iN

Divya Biswal ’15, track and field: national champion 
in long jump, 2nd in triple jump on home field / united 
States Track and Field and Cross Country Coaches 
Association outdoor Field Athlete of the Year  / Slu 
records in long and triple jumps indoors and outdoors, 
60 and 100 hurdles and as part of 4x200 relay / 31 
individual championships and six relay titles / sixth 
straight liberty league Field Athlete of the Year / 
nine-time All-America / martha Finch Award winner as 
outstanding female athlete in the Class of 2015. 

Megan Kellogg ’18, track and field: All-America / 7th 
in 5,000-meter run in nationals at St. lawrence.  

Trevor Bibb ’15, cross country and track and field: 
Class of 2015 outstanding male Scholar-Athlete / 
eCAC 10,000-meter champion, 15th in nationals at St. 
lawrence / liberty league All-Academic teams, cross 
country and track / three straight nCAA championships 
in cross country / 3,000 and 5,000 meters indoors and 
5,000 meters outdoors winner in nYSCTC.

Kara McDuffee ’15, women’s basketball: Class of 
2015 outstanding Female Scholar-Athlete / Phi beta 
kappa, summa cum laude graduate / 2015 Capital one 
Division III Third Team Academic All-American / third 
player in program history to earn WbCA All-America 
honors / unanimous liberty league Player of the Year 
/ fourth-leading scorer in program history / single-
season record for rebounds. 

Austin Roney ’15, men’s soccer: 2015 recipient, 
Daniel F. Sullivan Athletic leadership and Community 
Service Award / top-level defender on three liberty 
league champions / four nCAA tournament 
appearances / Phi beta kappa, oDk / chair, SAAC 
Community outreach Program / Habitat for 
Humanity; Singing Saints / volunteer, Fatherhood 
Program at riverview Correctional Facility, and local 
youth soccer coach.

Marisa Turner ’16, track and field: All-America / 5th 
in high jump in nationals at St. lawrence.

A hearty “Go, Saints!” for these 
achievements in winter and spring 2015STANDING o
For more, go to www.saintsathletics.com.

L ong-time men’s soccer coach Bob Durocher M’94 has 
been named director of intercollegiate athletics and 
recreation at St. Lawrence. He began 
his new duties last April 1, replacing 

Margie Strait M’73, who served in the position 
from 1997 to January 2015, when she retired. 
Durocher oversees strategic leadership of 
all sports programs, staff and facilities of 
the Athletics Department, which includes 83 
employees. He is also chair of the University’s 
sports studies and exercise science academic 
minor.

“our national search led us to the candidate 
with the best credentials, the strongest 
experience and the highest level of esteem 
that a coach can earn,” said President William L. Fox ’75. “Bob 
Durocher understands the role of athletics in a liberal arts 
college, he is a superb mentor of student-athletes, he has well-
honed financial and organizational skills and he is proud of his 

abiding loyalty to St. Lawrence.” 
“We will continue to measure our success by how well we 

inspire our student-athletes and provide them 
the best experience possible,” Durocher said. 
“I will work hard to uphold the outstanding 
legacies of the directors who came before me.”

Durocher joined St. Lawrence in 1990 as an 
instructor for exercise physiology and head 
coach for men’s soccer. He led the 1999 team 
on its 22-0-0 run to win the NCAA Division III 
national championship. over 25 years, he steered 
the team to 17 conference championships, 17 
NCAA championship appearances and an overall 
record of 323-101-45. 

From 1993 to 2000, Durocher also served 
as director of the Stafford Fitness Center. In 2000, he was 
promoted to assistant director of athletics. In this role, he 
oversaw the administration and management of the Augsbury 
Physical education Center and Newell Field House complex. 

Durocher Named Director of Intercollegiate Athletics and Recreation

http://www.saintsathletics.com/


  Poetry, fiction, dance, music,         

       non-fiction, sculpture,                    

  painting, photomicrography,                                                   

         and even a recipe!                                                           

student-produced
100%

Begun by Sierra Leone’s Victor Kai-Rogers 
’08, Kaleidoscope has continued as a much-
anticipated highlight of the annual arts 
calendar on campus; shown here is a drum 
circle in Peterson-Kermani Performance Hall 
during the spring 2015 rendition. Kaleidoscope 
and Africa Night showcase the University’s 
broadly talented international students.
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ill Pflugheber ’86 is a microscopy specialist in the biology 
department and instructor of Biology 392, Research 
Methods in Fluorescence and Confocal Microscopy, and 
Biology/Geology 391, Research Methods in Scanning 
Electron Microscopy.  Each year, she organizes confocal 

and scanning electron microscope (SEM) image contests, open to 
anyone, and invites the campus community to judge the entries. 
Winners in spring 2015 were Matt Edmond ’15, a neuroscience 
and philosophy double major from Eagan, Minnesota,      in the 
confocal category, and Quinn Self, a neuroscience major and 
chemistry minor from Richmond, Vermont,       in the SEM field.

Nor is this competition limited to the confines of the St. Law-
rence campus. A previous winner, Clifford Reilly ’16,       entered 
his prize image in this year’s Nikon It’s A Small World contest, a 
world-wide competition that attracts thousands of entries, mostly 
from scientists.  Clifford’s image finished in the top 100, rating it 
an Image of Distinction. “He and one other were the youngest ever 
to have winning images,” says Pflugheber.  n   
 —NSB

or her part in last year’s Senior Art Exhibition in 
Brush Gallery, Brooke McGowan ’15… well, let’s 
let her explain it herself, as adapted from a blog she 
wrote for the Admissions office and from her artist’s 

statement, “This is Not an Elephant,” which leads with the 
following epigram:

“For this exhibition, I built a life-size elephant from chicken 
wire, fishing line, tulle fabric and spent bullet shells to discuss 
the impact that the exotic animal trade has on the fragility of 

F

the arts and sciences

1

1

2

3

2

3

our ecosystem. The installation is designed to encourage the 
question, who are we to put a monetary value on another spe-
cies? The spent shells, shot by my own hand, not only act as a 
decorative element but also allude to the morbid message of this 
piece, (which is) an educational, visual and tactile aid, speaking 
for those without a voice.” 

“Ultimately, my goal is to demonstrate that the value I give this 
fabrication is as arbitrary as the value society has given to ivory 
and therefore living individuals. If I cannot find a way to further 
my career with it in three months, then I will donate it to St. 
Jude’s Hospital. Of course, I would remove the bullet shells, but 
I hope it can find a home where it will be loved someday.”  n

To see more of Brooke McGowan’s art, visit brooketmcgowan.
weebly.com or @ThoseVTVibes and @btmcg on Instagram.

“The question is, are we happy to 
suppose that our grandchildren may 

never be able to see an elephant 
except in a picture book?”

—David Attenborough

the elephant in the room
                                Brooke McGowan ’15                                                            

                  Hometown: Dorset, VT                                                              

                                     Major: Art & Art History                                      

THE POET’S EYE

THE POET’S EYE

After a Good Rain

In May or June
the mushroom foragers 
retreat 
to the hillside

at dawn.
With baskets in hand,
they kneel
to the dew

feeling for soft caps
nestled
in the grass,
reaching

for those white
gems knuckled
into the earth,
those little temples

that sprout
as quickly as
their gatherers
find them.

The foragers lean
against
the sloped terrain,
heads bowed in

dogged prayer
and cheeks rosy
as the gills
of a meadow mushroom

plucked and dropped,
landing  
in the basket
belly up.

                      Kelsey Hatch ’15                                                      

                                 Hometown: Grafton, MA                                                 

                                  Major: English                                                    

the poet

http://weebly.com/
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alking into The Artist Guild theme house 
feels like coming home. Everywhere I turn 
is another reminder of why I love this place, 
from the Lion King mural on the bathroom 

stall, to the paintings covering every inch of the common room, 
to the footprints on the ceiling left there from 2013, back when 
I lived in the house. 

“It felt warm, comfortable, welcoming, and a place where I 
belonged,” says Emily Rodger ’17, a multi-language major from 
Waterloo, New York. Searching for her niche at St. Lawrence, 
Emily instantly gravitated to “The Guild.” 

“It’s about being open to all forms of art, whether visual, or 
music, or crafts like knitting, or dance, or poems,” she says. “It’s 
everything that has to do with expressing one’s self.” 

Open expression has always been a hallmark of The Guild. “I 
remember there being no judgment, at all,” says Darion “DJ” 
Ambrosino ’16, a double major in sociology and psychology 
from Johnston, Rhode Island, recalling her first impression 
of the house. “Everyone was in the same place, for the same 

reason, at the same time.”
In the past, The Guild hosted public art shows, drama 

performances, and even body painting workshops. Now, house 
members have embraced open expression even more by literally 
opening their doors to campus with the Open Artist Hour. 
They put on music, bring out all of their art supplies, and 
provide snacks. “It harnesses that creativity and imagination, 
whether it be art or just conversation,” says Emily. “People who 
don’t take formal art classes have a place to come to and just do 
whatever they want.”

No matter who comes through The Guild, whether for one 
night or an entire year, part of them never leaves. “When you 
look around this house, there are pieces of people everywhere,” 
says DJ. “You walk through here and know you have something 
so much bigger than just the people you are living with.”

 
“The Artist Guild is a family,” says Emily. 

I couldn’t agree more. n  —Hannah Chanatry ’15

the artist guild

acob Brillhart ’15 may well be the only  
St. Lawrence alumnus to go on to post-
graduate work in violin-making. He will start 
at North Bennet Street School in Boston on 
September 8.
   “It's a very specialized trade school for 
violin-making, as well as several other trades, 
including jewelry-making and bookbinding,” 
explains Brillhart, shown here in his room, 
carving a new bridge for a 100-year-old Ger-

man violin that he’s restoring—another talent distinctive if not 
unique among Laurentians. “The violin-making program takes 
three years to complete, and only 12 students total are enrolled, 
with just two admitted each semester.” 
   Jake has composed “quite a few pieces of fiddle music,” he 

says, including two that he performed at the St. Lawrence 
String Orchestra concert on campus last spring (to listen to 
them, follow the instructions below). “When I'm composing, 
I tend to play the piece over and over, to the point where I 
am sure everyone who can hear me is driven mad. This helps 
me to smooth out any aspects of the piece that are unnatural, 
while simultaneously giving me the opportunity to add more 
complexity in each repetition. It also ensures that I commit the 
piece to memory from the outset. Usually, only after I have let 
it sit, hardening and solidifying in my mind for several days, or 
even weeks, do I write it down.” n —NSB

To hear Jake Brillhart perform his compositions “Beth Telford’s 
Jig” and “Tory and Adrian’s Wedding Jig,” go to www.stlawu.edu/
magazine and click on the Music link.  

N

Jacob Brillhart ’15                                                                                                                    

                   Hometown: West Topsham, VT                                                                            

        Majors: English & Music                                                                                                           

the music-maker

early 100 donor-funded current 
use and endowment funds support 
student research and its associ-
ated creativity on campus. These 

include department funds, University Fellows 
and Tanner Fellowship funds, as well as travel 
and research grants administered through 
the Center for International and Intercultural  
Studies (CIIS).  

An example is Quinn Self ’15, whose award-
winning image can be seen on page 20. His 
summer  2014 research on the underlying 
mechanisms that control nervous system 
function under both healthy and pathological 
conditions was funded by the Donald K. Rose 
University Fellows Endowment. For more, 
visit www.stlawu.edu/neuroscience/student/
quinn-reed-self. 

laurentians
support

http://www.stlawu.edu/
http://www.stlawu.edu/neuroscience/student/
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                                          Amanda Brooks ’17                                                          

                      Hometown: Westford, MA                                                              

                           Major: Environmental Studies – English                                     

I will dance
off my gnarled,
springy tongue

—trip,
       probably— 

Burst 
into a plumage 
of yellow pine needles 

And coalesce finally 
with micro-organic 
cousins.

“Enjoy the carbon cycle!”
I’ll giggle, 
as a gentle gust 
untangles and then
scatters
my specificities,
loosening the sinews 
still binding my 
rotten knees.

Free, 
cradled on 
the blue back 
spine of the wind,
I will become ambiguous

And join the currents 
of the cycles, 
the seasons; 
relinquish my consciousness 
and stop looking 
for the reasons. 

How I Will Travel to the 
Spirit World 

              Sean Morrissey ’16                                            

                       Hometown: Milton, VT                                                             

  Major: Environmental Studies – English                                                       

the poet

                             Hannah Chanatry ’15                                                     
                                       Hometown: Cazenovia, NY                               
Majors: English, Performance & Communications Arts                                     

the dancer

Who We Are Now

Every October I remember what we used to be.

Memories of us creep into my mind like the vines 

of this pumpkin patch where I carve fake faces into the blank

orange spaces: jagged cuts over and over, dull blade

into flesh, tearing out pulp, seeds, and shredded insides

spoonful by spoonful. I am as empty as this jack-o-lantern,

mere decoration, sides curling as decay sets in,

artificially lit by a tiny tea light candle.

The flame eats away at the wick as time ate away at us,

melting wax pools in the hollow cave of my heart and hardens.

I remember you asked, “What happened to us?”

and as the words left your mouth, your breath flickered

my light until poof,

I was out.  

the poet

ollaborating with the 
Laurentian Singers to 
perform” Gravedig-
ger” at last spring’s 

dance recital was an incredible 
capstone to the work I have done 
at St. Lawrence. From the initial 
idea to the final product, the entire 
process was an ebb and flow of 
ideas, pushing all of us, singers and 
dancers alike, out of our comfort 
zones. It was well worth it; after 
four years of working with Barry 
Torres in the Laurentian Singers 
and Kerri Canedy in the dance 
program, it was moving to see the 
people I have grown close to in 
each program come together at the 
end to create something so unique 
and beautiful. n  
 —Hannah Chanatry ’15

C

                                     Corinne Niekrewicz ’15                                                                                                                        
       Hometown: Kingston, NY                                                                                                                                      
                                                    Major: Biology                                                                                                                                      

usic and musical performance has always been a big part 
of my life. At St. Lawrence, my experiences as a Lauren-
tian Singer and involvements in the music department 
have shaped me as a musician, not just a singer. 

Recently, while I was studying 16th-century musical aspects and 
devices in the seminar Michelangelo’s Music Lessons, my attention to 
detail flourished, enabling me to appreciate the beauty of simple music 
as well as thoroughly reflect on the intention of a particular piece of 
music before performing it. Through exploring the defining charac-
teristics of early compositions, such as polyphonic structure/imitation 
points, modal centers, solmization syllables and the emotional qualities 
associated with each, the manipulation of “tactus” or tempo, and the 
implications of cadences, I have acquired a unique skill set that can 
take me to new levels of musical creation. 

Whether decoding root motives of a composition for true deliver-
ance in performance or synthesizing new musical ideas, such tools have 
completely changed the way I think about the meticulous art of music-
making. As a performer and a writer, I try to embrace simplicity and 
put forth the not-so-evident yet beautiful details that make a musical 
experience radiantly full. n   —Corinne Niekrewicz ’15

To hear Corinne Niekrewicz perform three selections from her Senior 
Recital (“Gretchen Am Spinnrade” by Franz Schubert; “Moondance,” 
with some vocal improv, by Van Morrison; and “Waltz for Debbie” by Bill 
Evans), as well as her early music composition “Sing Joyfully to God,” go to 
www.stlawu.edu/magazine and click on the Music link.

‘A musician,
   not just a singer’
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Ryan Daniels ’16 is 
already a working 
artist,” music 
department chair 
David Henderson 

commented in April. “Great voice, 
excellent pop music sensibilities, 
building his digital chops in Chris 
Watts's Music and Technology course 
this semester.” 

Ryan’s eclectic musical interests take 
him from the Laurentian Singers, 
where last spring he sang material from 
Giuseppe Verdi to Richard Rogers to 
Stevie Wonder (during the latter’s “Sir 
Duke,” he and fellow Singer Taylor 
Sukdolak ’16 danced as well as sang) 
to SLU Funk to contemporary music, 
which he composes. 

“My process begins with a faint 
melody I hear in my mind after hearing 
almost any song from any genre,” he 

he last time Elsie had set foot in Margo’s house, 
it had still belonged to Grandma Annelise, their 
father’s mother and Elsie’s namesake, something 
for which she never fully forgave her parents. 
Who wanted to share a name with a mean old 

lady who smelled of throat lozenges and whose cold, bony fore-
finger perpetually hooked itself in Elsie’s collar, dragging her away 
from whatever object she’d picked up to alleviate her boredom? 
“That’s an antique.” “That is not a toy,” in throaty, accented tones. 

Once Elsie was returned, sulking, to her chair, Annelise sat 
back on the flora sofa and gave herself a little shake. Small yet 
tough-looking, she reminded Elsie of the wizened crabapple tree 
in the schoolyard, which she always took for dead until it started 
dropping fruit each fall.

“Now dear, where was I?” Annelise asked Elsie’s sister. It was 
Margo’s thirteenth birthday and she had never looked smugger, 
inflated with the newfound superiority of adolescence. “Ah—
yes—thirteen is an important day for a girl. Nowadays it’s all 
about eighteen, but when I was young—”

Greg, sprawled on the floor like someone’s forgotten toy, 
seemed just as baffled and bored as Elsie, but Margo sat straight-
backed on the sofa with her hands folded neatly in her lap. She 
was in a new dress with a white flowered sash, her hair spread 
in equal piles of gold across either shoulder. Watching her smile 
as she accepted one of Annelise’s nasty lozenges, Elsie had the 
sudden conviction that Margo would never truly grow up. That 
she would always just be there, constant, hovering in older sister 
limbo, six-and-a-half years above Elsie and Greg. They would 
change, all right—they would become big enough to make their 
own rules, and Elsie could hardly wait for the day—but Margo, 
though her limbs might grow and her hair get longer, would 
somehow stay just as she was: Eternally dreamy-eyed, smiling 
politely on their grandmother’s musty old sofa.

Before their father returned to pick them up, Annelise had a 
gift for Margo: A white box with black edging and a protruding 
square at the top—a camera, Elsie understood a moment later, 
its shiny lens staring like a patient black eye. Margo beamed 
and clutched it to her chest in childlike abandon. A moment 
later, remembering herself, she smoothed her grin into another 
modest smile, gave Annelise a hug, and set the camera care-
fully on her lap, but she didn’t let go of it. In fact, for months 
afterward, she was barely without it.

She snapped photos of sunny lawn chairs, wilted daisies, the 
elongated shadows cast by swing-sets. When she tired of things, 
Margo moved onto people. Though she had previously regarded 
her little siblings with little more than tight-lipped tolerance, 
now, suddenly, Margo saw them for what they were: Blonde-
haired, blue-eyed little angels, twins, and who wasn’t nuts about 
twins, especially when they were posed before a rippling field of 

corn, or outside the doors of Covenant Church?
In all of these photographs—sent off, developed, and returned 

by mail in September—Greg and Elsie appeared unsmiling and 
wary, as if fearful the camera might reach out and strike them. 
This infuriated Elsie. It was well enough for Greg; everyone knew 
he was a coward. His arms had been stuck in front of his face for 
three days after they were born. But she was strong, she wasn’t 
afraid of anything. She made to tear the photographs in two. The 
stack was too thick, and she succeeded only in bending them 
before Margo descended upon her.

“They’re not yours,” sneered Margo, holding the photos just out 
of reach.

“It’s not fair! You get everything. I hate that stupid camera, and 
I hate you—”

“I don’t care what you think!”
So they went, on and on, until their mother emerged from the 

garden, dirt-spattered, still clutching a shovel and looking furious 
enough to beat them both with it.

Elsie had no inkling of the feud to come when she laid eyes on 
that camera in her grandmother’s house. She was charmed by it, 
but she knew better than to ask if she could touch it. Margo had 
never wanted to share anything. Elsie responded by abhorring 
everything her sister held dear: New dresses, hair bows, diaries 
with silly little locks.

At the doorway with their father, they assembled in a line to 
bid their grandmother goodbye. Annelise hugged Margo, folded 
some lozenges into Greg’s small, trembling hand, and gave Elsie 
a final look-over. “The state of her, Clifford,” she scolded. “The 
scabs on her knees—her hair—couldn’t you at least do something 
about her hair?”

Elsie’s father smiled in his guilty way. “It’s not like it was when 
you were a girl, Mother. Elsie’s a free spirit. We like her that way.”

“She looks like a dog that’s crawled out of the woods,” 
sniffed Annelise.

“And you,” said Elsie, her fear evaporating now that escape was 
so near, “look like a crumpled-up old umbrella.” She took Greg’s 
hand and fled out the front door, onto the Chicago street that 
smelled of hot tar. They ran past a rundown church, a grocer’s, a 
basketball court where shirtless boys shimmered like mirages as 
they jumped in the heat.

“Where are we going?” cried Greg.
“We’re running away!” Elsie shouted triumphantly. “Forever. 

And they’ll never find us!”
If Greg was upset by this startling news, he didn’t let on. He 

kept pace with his sister, and they ran and ran, two brightly-
colored blurs on the city sidewalks. n

Author’s Note: Below is an excerpt from the novella I completed for my 2014 University Fellowship. The story  
describes protagonist Elsie returning home to care for her older sister, Margo, who has begun showing symptoms  

of early-onset Alzheimer’s disease. The following scene is a flashback to their childhood in Chicago.

the author

Back to Your Kind

T
by Tessa yang ’15

                Tessa Yang ’15                 

   Hometown: Pittsford, NY                      

           Major: English                              

the working artist
                  Ryan Daniels ’16                                                                           

        Hometown: New York City, NY                                                                  

                              Major: Government                                                            

says. “The melody then develops into 
lyrics, which tend to revolve around my 
own life and experiences. It could be 
something I experienced a year ago, or 
something from that day. 

“Once I have crafted the lyrics into 
verses, choruses and a bridge, I am 
ready to create the musical piece,” he 
continues. “The amount of time this 
takes can vary depending on my vision 
of the song. The piece in the link [see 
directions below] took a month to 
craft the chords. I sit at a piano and 
sing the song as I play, over and over 
until I understand it well enough to 
record effectively. 

“Once I am in sync with what I'm 
playing, I craft the song. Starting with 
the piano, I layer the instrumental 
with synthesizer, bass lines, percussion, 
breaks, and soft, edgy, atmospheric 
sounds, which I feel creates a distinction 

between myself and others. The process 
can change throughout this stage, because 
often I will make mistakes that appear to 
make the sound even greater. This causes 
me to switch directions frequently, until 
I'm satisfied. 

“Next I lay down my vocals. 
Harmonies and background are almost 
always on the spot without any previous 
ideas. Once I have recorded my vocals to 
my satisfaction, I send what I have done 
to my engineer, and we converse for 
weeks on what can be fixed, edited or 
deleted. From this point, he masters the 
project after a series of mixes, and the 
song is finally complete and ready for 
me to share.” n

To hear Ryan Daniels perform a sample 
of his original music, go to www.stlawu.
edu/magazine and click on the Music link. 
note: May contain explicit lyrics. 
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Mixed Media
Animalia: Visual Poems About Animals, 
March 2 through April 1,” said the  
St. Lawrence County Arts Council website. 

“A collaborative exhibition of visual poems by local students, 
poets, and artists. ‘Visual poetry’ is simply poetry where the 

arrangement of text and image is as key to conveying mean-
ing as is the language itself.”

Last spring Todd Moe of North Country Public Radio inter-
viewed three students who were among the artists; below are 
excerpts from the interviews along with some of their work. 

the artist
Tzintzun Aguilar Izzo ’15                                      

        Hometown: Colton, NY                    

 Major: Multi-field                             

F or this piece, 
(right), I took 
one of the recent 
documents of 
Congress’s Report 

on Enhanced Interrogation, 
and looked at the parts that 
were censored. In the pas-
sages that were blanked out, 
I placed little cat emoticons, 
because they have become 
symbols of a superficial soci-
ety blotting out information. 
As I was reading (the report), 
what struck me was, yes, we 
have graphic descriptions of 
torture techniques, but the 
people who are culpable, the 
dates and all of the really 
important information that 
could be used to bring some-
one to justice, were omitted. 
It was those blank spaces that 
really fascinated me. At first it 
could seem that I am violat-
ing these documents. But it is 
not meant to be disrespectful. 
It is meant to make 
you think. n

e had to choose an animal and form some kind of 
language around it. I wrote a poem that was structured 
around music and a jellyfish. How do I combine them? 
A jellyfish has no heart, no eyes. You can’t really explain 
what it is. And music has no heart. You can’t initially see 

it. It’s an invisible force that comes from inside of you and pulses. And I 
thought, what a great comparison; how can I apply that to my poetry? What 
are the (features) about a jellyfish: the electricity, the tentacles, the way it floats 
and vibrates. I ended up writing words that carry that electricity, (that are) 
jam-packed with energy. I wanted it to be sharp and pulse like a jellyfish. n 

the artist
                Steven Yardley ’16                                               

   Hometown: Farmington, ME                                              

              Majors: Music & English                                                 



n our parade-like  
procession home, we turn off 

the main road, suddenly, and 
head up the slight hill leading to 

Broadview Terrace. You’d think it 
was a holiday—so many of us there at the 

same time—that we were meeting for Thanksgiving dinner at 
Mima’s house, or picking her up to bring her to the lake for 
her birthday. You’d think she’d appear in the window of the 
front door any minute now, like she always used to do, before 
stepping out onto the porch to watch us pour out of the 
cars. I imagine her picking dead heads out of flowerpots with 
quivering, crooked hands, waiting for us to ascend the front 
walk. I can even guess what she’d be wearing. Yellow tunic 
and sandy-colored shorts shining against her forever-tanned 
skin. White Nikes, always white Nikes. She’d greet us all in 
the same way, Hi Meghan, Hi Peter, Hi Harold, Hi Jill, Hello 
Bo, Hi Ann. She’d hug us if we opened our arms first, or she’d 
simply smile a wide and toothy smile through pale pink shim-
mering lipstick. She’d watch us shuffle through the front door 
or around the back to check the garden that overflows down 
the hill. She’d file into her house last and watch us all stirring 
about. For the most part, she’d be quiet, reserved but well-
spoken when the time came, stepping in to clarify memories, 
or ask me about school, or tell the girls to start dinner, or ask 
my father to fix something. 

Even though I can see her there on the front porch, the 
first thing I notice in the door window is a yellow warning, 
reminding us the bank had to take the place over, that the 
young couple who moved in after my grandmother passed 
away couldn’t keep up with the tall, feeble Victorian struc-
ture. We don’t jump right out of our cars like we used to. 
Some don’t even get out; simply stretch heads out of rolled-
down windows. It’s the closest they’ll get. My father, on the 
other hand, walks right up onto the porch, cups his hands 
around his eyes and peers inside. Next I know, he’s fumbling 
at the doorknob, knocking on the glass pane, ringing the 
broken doorbell, and calling through the walls for his mother. 
He turns to us with his impish smile before he heads out 
back, taking a look in every window. He tries to climb the 

steps of the back deck but notices the wood has rotted, so he 
jumps down into the garden. 

I’m standing atop roots of the large maple tree in the front 
yard when Aunt Sue asks me what this is all about—asks me 
to leave with her. I shrug my shoulders and run away, down 
back, to find my father.  I slow down as I pass the side of the 
house and look up to the windows atop the inside stairwell, 
daydreaming. I used to think Daniel’s things were packed 
away up there, his life folded into boxes that sat in the upstairs 
den of Mima’s house, thought they kept his life wrapped up in 
there, in that room with the door always shut. Turns out the 
boxes were simply filled with Christmas decorations, chintz 
china, books that didn’t fit on the hallway shelves. Turns out 
that wasn’t Daniel in there, simply a story I made up to fill the 
gap, to fill what was missing, or rather, who was missing. They 
have a theory that Mima burned Daniel’s things, at least tore 
them up and threw them out, unable to hold onto anything 
that connected her to a son she was permanently discon-
nected from. She could have tossed them in the campfire as 
kindling one summer night, could have trashed them with the 
leftovers—no one would have noticed back then. For the most 
part, nothing remains—a few scribbled lines of poetry, a hand-
ful of developed photographs, dark-inked sketches, scattered 
memories. There’s no birth certificate, no death certificate, no 
obituary. No camera, no records, no diploma. The first time 
I ask them about the things they hold onto, they tell me they 
have nothing, basically nothing. They tell me their mother rid 
them of what tethered them to Daniel. So now, all they hold 
onto, all this house holds onto, are the questions, the secrets 
still stirring about as if they’re haunting the empty house, 
swaying the sheer satin curtains, filling Daniel’s empty seat at 
the dinner table.

s we gaze at the peach-paint-chipping 
house, we all want to be back inside. I 
wander the yard like I used to when I was 
younger, playing in Mima’s eye-high flow-
ers, carefully skipping down the walkways 
that separated sunflowers from dahlias 
and rose bushes from rhododendrons. >>

The following is one of what author Meghan 
O’Brien describes as “a series of family memoir/
investigative creative essays,” collectively titled 

“After Daniel,” that she wrote last spring for her 
Senior-Year Experience in English. 

A

by meghan o'brien ’15

Non-fiction

Padlocked  e had an art class assignment 
to look at something that grows 
and expands and has angles: a 
crystal.  We had to look at it in our 

own way and pick something that we could describe 
through text and image. These sorts of cell shapes 
flow around one another and around the circles in 
the opposing corners. The words came first and then 
I built the image around them. The bulk of the poem 
came as I was lying in the snow under the skeleton of 
a sweat lodge a few miles from campus. I had this shell 
of branches covering me, and it was a really clear night 
with stars, and it all just kind of came flooding in. n

the artist

                                 Hannah Brook Smith ’15                                 

                  Hometown: Rochester, NY                    

Majors: Art & Art History and Outdoor Studies               

Animalia
(continued)

              Jessica Normandeau ’15                                

Hometown: Waitsfield, VT                                              

   Majors: English and Art & Art History                                          

the poet

Descent

A white cloth 

                  fell

from the last story  

of a project tower.

 

It was waste in a ghetto,

the leftover crust 

of NYC.

 

It was a pelican 

  diving,

wings                 spread, 

then collapsing

 

a moment 

before breaking

the surface      of the sea.
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r E D
by mallory garreTson ’15

I try to open the garage barn that neighbors 
the garden. It’s locked, though it never used 
to be. I squint as I press my face to the crack 
between the sliding doors and spy the crimson-
colored oriental rugs that used to cover the 
wood floors in the front room—their surfaces 
silky or scratchy, depending on which way you 
moved against the tightly packed rug hairs, I 
remember, from lying atop them while flipping 
through pages of Mima’s vintage books. Now 
they’re rolled up, sinking into the dirt floor 
of the shed alongside bags of trash the young 
couple didn’t bother to take to the dump, block-
ing my view of old chairs and tables my family 
must’ve forgotten in there. I turn around to 
my father and Jill emerging from the tall lattice 
wall that stands between the sloping hill and 
the back porch, now a story above our heads. 
At first glance, I realize for the first time how 
much she looks like Mima, though younger 
than I ever knew her. Their facial expression 
always the same—a slight smile, a slight sadness 
in pale blue muddled eyes. Without exchanging 
a word, we climb the hill out of the gardens—
now nothing more than overgrown thistles of 
hay and thorny shrubs, perhaps a few wildflow-
ers when it’s bloom season. 

s we pass the porch i look 
toward the front window, 
fooling myself, yet again, into 
thinking that nothing has 
changed. The house could 
have started to crumble years 
ago, but Mima kept it stand-

ing. It could have fallen when Daniel died, but 
she held the walls up, stood at the door sending 
orders, making calls, silently piecing together 
her own investigation into her son’s death, 
waiting for everyone else to move on with her. 
It could have wilted and collapsed on liquored 
nights. She could have walked out any day, 
trudged down the slate steps and never come 
back to climb them again. But she didn’t, and 
she wouldn’t have. She kept coming back until 
her feet stopped moving, until she lost control 
over where she could go. 

After we herd ourselves back into cars, I ask 
Dad what it looks like inside, through windows 
that might as well be broken. He says it’s practi-
cally the same—the dining room walls still that 
golden color we painted a few years ago, the 
kitchen untouched, the living room bare. It’s 
the same walls and floor and all, but everything 
is missing. n

A

she would only give us five. Or six. No more than seven. 
After a lunch of cheese spread sandwiches and a glass of 
2-percent milk, she would walk around the table with an 
old Skippy peanut butter container filled with peanut butter 
m&ms. She kept the container on the left side of her Lazy 
Susan. We all knew where it was. After lunch we would hold 
open our hands, as if waiting for Communion, for her to fill 
them with our favorite colored candies. There were blue ones 
and red ones and yellow ones and orange and brown. She 
would dip her hand into the container, pull out handfuls of 
rainbow m&m’s, and drop a few of each color into the palms 
of our hands.

The red ones were my favorite. Mostly because red reminds 
me of her. Reminds me of how each red m&m could stain 
my hands, making them blush like roses and raspberries, and 
make me think of her throughout the rest of my day.  

“Who has some m&ms?” she says as she wraps her arms 
around each of us, tickling her fingers lightly under our chins. 
Behind our ears. Against our necks. Making us giggle, making 
us laugh, making us squirm.   

“I think you do,” she whispers into Tiffany’s ear.  
“And you do,” she whispers into Chad’s ear.  
“And you. Do you have some too?”she whispers into my 

ear. Her nose kissing the side of my face, nudging into my 
ear, whisking away at my blond curls. “I think you have some 
too.” She rocks me back and forth, trying to make me open 
my hands full of red and blue and brown m&ms. All I can 
do is laugh. My hands squeeze tighter around the candies. I 
do not want to lose them.  But we never do. She never takes 
them from us.  

When I open my hands later they are stained a bruised red.  
They are stained the color of my grandmother. n

the july sun hits my bare back and raspberry vines tear up 
my uncovered legs. I wear only a mismatched bikini and a 
pair of old rain boots in the bramble of bushes. I hold a blue 
quart-sized container that is half full of raspberries. She comes 
to the edge of the patch and stands a few feet away from me. 

“Hello my songbird,” she says to me. 
“Hello my grandmother,” I say back. Berries fall into our 

buckets. Sweat drips down our foreheads, onto our shoulders, 
down our backs.  

“You don’t have to stop singing just because I am here,” she 
says, lifting a vine to pluck that one perfect berry from its leaf.  

“I know,” I say back. “But I want to sing with you.”  
“Okay. What do you want to sing?” she asks.  
For the next hour we sing shortened versions, or as many of 

the verses we know, of “I’ll Fly Away” and “Amazing Grace” 
and “Wildwood Flower” and “Go to Sleepy Little Baby.” 
We sing like the songbirds that rest in the trees. We sing like 
angels. We sing like the stars.  

 After picking our containers full we begin the walk back 
up to the stand. With each of us having only one hand free, 
I grab her hand with mine and we walk side by side.  The 
red dye of the raspberries we picked on our palms mixing 
together, swirling into one cosmos of red between our hands.  

I can feel it. I can feel the heat; the warmth of the color red. 
The scratch of blood. The element of the heart. The feather of 
a cardinal. The petals of a rose. The stain of an m&m. A red 
peanut butter m&m.  

I can feel it all. And I understand at that moment that this 
is the color of love. The color I feel every time I think or see 
or sing with her.  

The color of my grandmother. How glorious the color red 
can be. n

Peanut Butter m&ms

Raspberries 

                                                            Mallory Garretson ’15                                       

                                                   Hometown: Cherry Valley, NY                        

                      Major: Environmental Studies – English                   

the writer

Non-fiction

fallen chimney smoldering into the ground,
slate sliding off the tresses, 
 uncaught  
  in the gutters;

         steps sagging as if you’re still climbing them. 
Outlines of picture frames—the wallpaper lighter 
   in the absence of images,
   the removal of family 
photographs. Unlabored lawn   
    overgrowing the sidewalk —forbidding guests.
Foreclosure notice 
    bound by windowpanes
    of the front door   where your face used to greet us on Sundays.
 Please. Break the hinges of their hardened grease.
A letter still waiting 
    in the rusting mailbox  RETURN TO SENDER.
The cellar hatch unlatched—

And the only thing    
 holding the house up
is your superstitions,

outliving the living:

bed frames still pointing east and west;
   no hats left atop the quilts you stitched together. 
No mirrors for breaking. Black cat 
    tightrope walking the rotting railing of the back porch, 
but you’re not there to spit 
when it crosses you—  
A deliberate   single match   left behind    in all the matchbooks;

The last horseshoe resting on the mantle—
     
      —knock on wood. 

            Meghan O'Brien ’15                                                                                               

                        Hometown: Granville, NY                      

          Majors: English & Psychology                    

The House Is Collapsing At Its Hips

the poet / writer
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Non-fiction

r E D
by mallory garreTson ’15
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Night Illumination

Move left
Then right
Left again
Then right

the paddles propelled us forward, the kayak 
swaying, licking the sea spray off my lips reminding me 
of taffy, shorts soaking wet, all happy our towels were on 
the bus. Screams of fright and surprise surrounded and 
echoed throughout the bay, a reminder of each other’s 
presence. The stars of the Puerto Rican sky were out 
that night, but it wasn’t bright enough to illuminate our 
journey. Jeff whispered directions in my ear; he had been 
here before and knew the bay like the freckles on his face, 
his bright copper hair no longer visible under the canopy 
of floating trees. With stars visible we approached the 
clearing, and that’s when the magic began.

The paddles lit up a dull blue glowing fire that didn’t 
burn as they dipped and left the water. We stopped and 
watched the water as it came alive, the other children’s 
paddles splashing the water, sparks flying all around. 
They screamed no longer out of terror and uncertainty 
but of joy for making it out of the dark, for making 
magic. Giggling at the sight of their craftplay, gaped 
mouths as fish darted past us, neon blue bullets.  

He grasped my hand, fingers automatically curled in an 
intimate hold. Jeff gently glided our hands through the 
water, and our time was up.  We wandered back to the 
shore, tired we ventured to the bus, brushing off sand, 
drying what we could, and journeyed to the hotel. Head 
on Jeff’s shoulder, fingers again interlocked, drifted to a 
temporary sleep, remembering the glow, the taffy air, the 
warmth of Jeff’s hand, and the many adventures to come. n

by genevieve moss-shorTer ’18
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Non-fiction

the writer
            Genevieve Moss-Shorter ’18                                                                                               

                        Hometown: Bronx, NY                           

                Major: undeclared                     

Grab one accepted first-year 
 student from somewhere  
around the world and drop into  
St. Lawrence campus. Arrange into 

a First-year Program with other first-years, 
combining class and residence life. Blend.

Melt with fond 
memories and 
warm hearts. 
Best served with 
a high tolerance 
for cold winters.

Pack in any combination of 
majors and minors. Add various 
fellowships, internships and 
independent projects. Spread 

diverse classes along with a little  
community-based learning on top.

Decorate with unlimited clubs,  
activities, musical groups, 
theme houses, campus jobs and 
sports. (If they don’t seem like 

they will all fit, keep pressing—they will.) 
over time, insert more relationships. 
Glaze with an endless web of friends 
across campus. (Note: the more of all of 
these additional ingredients, the better.)

Season over the next four  
years with multiple trips  
off campus (choose from the  
Sandbanks, the Adirondacks,  

Lake Placid, ottawa, and others to suit).  
Insert at least one unforgettable inter-
national study experience in a location  
of your choosing. Preserve with lots of 
pictures and new friendships.

Sprinkle in a pair of L.L. Bean 
Boots, a warm jacket and  
a couple of flannel shirts.

Add a late-night Sergi’s pizza  
and one Java music show. For 
added spice, fold in Hot Tamale.  
The following morning, take to a  

local diner and mix with large amounts  
of pancakes and eggs (note: adding  
repetitive doses of coffee will produce  
a better end result). Throw in  
several Pub Cookies to taste.

1
2
3

84

5

6

Soak in the community for  
four years. Sprinkle with alumni  
connections and close relationships 
with professors, to produce large 
amounts of school spirit and a  
family spread across the globe.

7

the writers
Kara mcDuffee ’15
maureen Pellerin ’15
laura stasi ’15

The authors cooked this recipe up during their writing 
internship in University Communications in fall 2014.

To serve:  let your 
Saint free in the world 
and see what he or 
she can accomplish!

How to Make a Saint

What’s your favorite recipe for making a Saint?  
Send it to the magazine: nburdick@stlawu.edu

Recipe For Success

To read more student poetry and creative 
non-fiction, go to www.stlawu.edu/magazine 
and click on the writing link.

mailto:nburdick@stlawu.edu
http://www.stlawu.edu/magazine
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philanthropy in action

theme communities. Academic departments and scholarship 
funds also receive support from seniors looking for ways to 
show their gratitude for their experience at St. Lawrence.

Encouraging students to give has been the job of the Senior 
Gift Committee. Committee co-chair and Senior Class 
President Taylor Castator ’15, says, “When I speak to my 
classmates about contributing to the class gift, I try to focus 
on the greater role of giving in our community. Our campus 
relies heavily on the generosity of alumni and friends of the 
University, and as students we have all benefitted immensely 
from these gifts and donations.”  Taylor says that although 
the impact of each individual gift may seem small, senior gifts 
inspire a culture of giving to St. Lawrence that extends far 
beyond the senior gift initiative.

Seniors are not able to stick around and read a book 
outdoors in an Adirondack chair, gather with friends at a bar-
beque, or live in Kirk Douglas Hall. But Taylor is sure that she 
and her classmates will be back one day to enjoy these gifts 
that make St. Lawrence’s campus special. She says, “I’m really 
excited to be able to come back to campus 20 years from now 
and see our flagpole with a plaque from the Class of 2015, 
sporting our SLU flag with pride!” n

o matter the season, there are special 
places all around St. Lawrence’s campus 
for students to enjoy together. Many 
of the Adirondack chairs, some of the 
benches and trees, and the Whitman 
barbeque pit were all made possible by 
gifts from seniors who wanted to give 

back to the University they call home while they were still 
calling it home.

Senior gifts are an important part of campus tradition. Ac-
cording to Assistant Director of Undergraduate Giving Anne 
Clements, recent senior class gifts have included several 
Adirondack chairs from the Class of 2012, funds toward the 
building of Kirk Douglas Hall from the Class of 2013, and a 
barbeque pit / grill gathering area from the Class of 2014.

Each year the senior class votes on what gift they want 
to give to embody their legacy. In spring 2015, over 
200 seniors voted to leave their alma mater with a new 
flagpole and University flag to welcome future classes of 
Laurentians to campus.  

Seniors may also support other initiatives as well, such as 
memorial funds, teams and student organizations, including 

By Kelly Gamache ’15

N

Some 73 members of the Laurentian Leadership 
Society gathered last spring in New York City for 
the group’s second annual dinner with President 

William L. Fox ’75; his wife, Lynn; and Chair of the Board 
Jeffery H. Boyd ’78. Drawing from chapters of Gunnison 
Memorial Chapel’s history in anticipation of the chapel’s 
May reopening, President Fox spoke about resilience, 
connection and possibility. 

The Laurentian Leadership Society recognizes those donors 
whose total outright lifetime giving has reached $100,000. 
For information about the Society, please email steward-
ship@stlawu.edu or call 315-229-5730.

Top Left: University Trustee Mike ’80 and Virginia Ranger P’17 

visited with President William L. Fox ’75, right. Top Right: Gary 

’02 and Sarah Kreiner Godshaw ’03 were among those present.

Gifts with Class
Each yEar’s sEnior class gift EnhancEs thE campus,  

and instills a final touch of class pridE.

Laurentian Leadership Society dinner brings 73 Laurentians together
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THE 1856-MINUTE CHALLENGE:

(Thanks to the Alumni Executive Council, 100 random participants won a Pub Cookie.)
Your gifts are the di�erence between a good education and the best education. Thank you!

*in new gifts and pledge payments

MINUTES TO
  MAKE A GIFT

DONORS, ONE FOR EVERY FULL-TIME
UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT

THE RESULT >>

THE GOAL >>>>>>

1856
2,369

DONORS
GAVE2,581 $432,314*

THE CHALLENGE >>>>>>>>>>>

mailto:ship@stlawu.edu
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philanthropy in action

access a data entry form on the website 
to record events like bud formation and 
variation in foliage color, which Mal-
comb adds to the shared study.

“We cater to people who maybe 
wouldn’t get outside on their own, and 
we’re trying to lower that barrier, mak-
ing it easier to get outside and enjoy the 
outdoors,” says Malcomb.

Many Nature Up North activities are 
funded by grants from organizations like 
the Henry David Thoreau Foundation, 
the St. Lawrence River Research and 
Education Fund, and Stewart’s Shops.  
Program leaders seek larger grants from 
entities such as the National Science 
Foundation, which could provide 
sustainable, long-term funding.  To 
learn more about the project, visit www.
natureupnorth.org. n

Adirondack Mountain Club’s Heart Lake 
trailhead near Lake Placid.

To expand community-wide participa-
tion, Nature Up North has established 
a social media hub for nature lovers, 
through their website at www.natureup-
north.org. “That’s what sets us apart as 
an environmental education organiza-
tion,” says Malcomb. “Our site allows 
people to share photos, contribute to 
interactive trail maps, connect with local 
organizations, and learn about upcom-
ing events.”  

Much of the web content is produced 
by St. Lawrence students. Nature Up 
North often works with professors to 
develop course assignments that help 
students connect with the local com-
munity and environment through the 
website.  Membership in the website is 
free and easy to obtain.  

Recently, an interest in “citizen sci-
ence” has boosted engagement with 
the organization. By signing up on the 
website, Nature Up North members can 
contribute personal field data to collec-
tive ecological studies about issues like 
the effects of climate change on local 
sugar maple lifecycles.  Participants can 

By Samantha Weber ’15

or nearly three years, a 
University-based com-
munity project called 
Nature Up North has 
made the great outdoors 
even more exciting and 
accessible to all who 

seek it. Since its inception, the envi-
ronmental education organization has 
steadily gained recognition and partici-
pants not only on campus but also across 
the North Country-Adirondack region.  

Nature Up North is run by a small 
team that strives to connect people with 
their natural environments. Program 
Director Erika Barthelmess, associ-
ate professor of biology, and Project 
Manager Jake Malcomb ’10 work closely 
with student interns to plan and initiate 
myriad public events, ranging from wild 
edibles workshops to snowshoe hikes, to 
community campfires at Wachtmeister 
Field Station.  

All Nature Up North events are free, 
and most are open to the public, geared 
largely toward families and children. 
Occasionally, the organization sponsors 
St. Lawrence alumni-only events, such as 
the annual “mini peak weekend” at the 

F

Nature Up North
putting thE widEr community in touch with its EnvironmEnt

A spring 2015 St. Lawrence Country 

trail camera photo contest, in which 

individuals placed motion-sensitive 

cameras in environmentally likely 

locations, is one way Nature Up North 

engages the public in its mission.  

These mammalian citizens all activated 

cameras just a few miles from Canton.

1

3

2

An anonymous St. Lawrence parent couple has issued a challenge 
as the University strives toward its goal of $1 million for the John 
Meagher Endowment Fund: They will give $50,000 to the fund if 
others match their generosity by December 31, 2015.  

Many St. Lawrence University students rely on the Office of 
Disability and Accessibility Services to help them navigate unique 
challenges, whether they need special software that converts text to 
speech, or work with tutors and professional staff on learning  
 

patterns. In recognition of the retired director who established it, 
St. Lawrence has established the John Meagher Endowment Fund. 
Several St. Lawrence alumni, parents and friends already generously 
support this important effort, but $400,000 must still be raised to 
meet the goal.

To learn more about the John Meagher Endowment Fund  
or to discuss a gift, please contact Chad Tessier, ctessier@
stlawu.edu or 315-229-5519.

To ensure the continuance of St. Lawrence’s newest off-campus 
program, the Sustainability Semester (visit www.stlawu.edu/
sustainability-semester for details and stories), St. Lawrence seeks to 
raise $2 million in philanthropic support to endow the program. The 
semester focuses on learning in both rural and urban settings through 

academic study, practical experience on a farm site, and working with 
community partners in the North Country and in Boston. Students 
may expand their knowledge through paid project-based summer 
internships. For more information or to discuss a gift, please contact 
Anne Sibley, asibley@stlawu.edu or 315-229-5506.

SuStainability SemeSter endowment buildS

John meagher endowment Fund  
Challenge announCed 

beta temple reStoration CommitmentS exCeed $500,000 goal
On Saturday, October 10, brothers of Beta Theta Pi fraternity will come together on campus to celebrate the completed restoration of 
the Beta Temple.  Registration information will be available later this summer, and the celebration will be part of Homecoming Weekend. 
Achievement of the goal allowed for completion of the restoration project plus creation of an endowment for future enhancements and 
maintenance of the historic campus building.

To-Do List

http://natureupnorth.org/
http://north.org/
http://stlawu.edu/
http://www.stlawu.edu/
mailto:asibley@stlawu.edu


1953
Lois shaver WeLLs
PO Box 22
Ogdensburg, NY 13669
518-312-5913
bigdeerpond@gmail.com 
Next Reunion: 65th, 2018

Joan sjoberg McGinnis edited 
Swing, Sing and All That Jazz 
by Henry Holloway, South 
Africa's "Granddaddy of 
Broadcasting" and the first 
non-American to win the 
prestigious Golden Grandstand 
Award. The book is available 
on Amazon.com.

Some 400 people attended 
rosalie epstein Moriah's grand-
daughter Ruth's marriage.

John Mcelroy Jr. and William 
Zinser have died. Both 
served our country as 
paratroopers before enrolling 
at St Lawrence.  

1954
Frank shieLds
16 Seward Street
Glens Falls, NY 12804
518-745-1775
fmshields@roadrunner.com
Next Reunion: 65th, 2019 

Gordon evans, who lives in 
Dennis, Mass., sent cheerful 
Christmas greetings. He was 
facing eye surgery. Gordon 
expressed his disappointment 
at not being able to make it 
to our 60th class reunion. He 
wanted to share some serious 
antique car talk with dick knies. 
He explained that his mother 
had bought a 1964 MG-B new 
when she was 69 years old!

Drop me a line or an email. 
Your classmates would love 
to hear from you.

Ginny Bailey Bingham and Al’s 
lives don't change much. Al 
is the chief cook and bottle-
washer and cares for Ginny 
since her stroke 10 years ago. 
She still has her wonderful 
musical laugh. 
 
Wilson Marshall died December 
28, 2014, in Silver Spring, Md. 
We send our condolences to 
Marian and their four children, 
eight grandchildren and six 
great-grandchildren. There is 
more in "In Memory."
 
harold krivins died February12, 
2015. Our condolences to 
Thelma and their two daugh-
ters and two grandchildren. 
Harold practiced dentistry in 
Point Pleasant, N.J., from 1959 
until his retirement in 1990. 
    

1952
BarBara roBertson 
MitcheLL
9 Pepperidge Road
Morristown, NJ 07960
973-267-9542
barmitchell@msn.com
Next Reunion: 65th, 2017
 
alison vail craig runs Alison V. 
Realty, LLC, in Hague, N.Y., on 
Lake George.  Husband Bruce 
'50 is the web master. 

dorcas dayton Jones of John-
son, Vt., skis and plays tennis. 

anita hamada Mccollester lives 
in Granger, Ind. She has been 
a college language professor 
and sailing instructor. She is 
active in local politics and chair 
of the Commission on Aging 
for the State of Indiana. 

1945
heLen aitchison eLLison
1405 Greenbriar Lane
West Grove, PA 19390
610-345-0908
hhellison@aol.com
Next Reunion: 75th, 2020

Do you remember eight 
o'clock classes on the top floor 
of Richardson? Rebie's dog, 
Sandy? Chapel bells at 5:00 
p.m.? The Beta Ball, Alpha Ball, 
walking to the Sand Banks for 
a swim? The slanted dance 
floor at the "R," Crump’s and 
pickled eggs, The "H," swim-
ming at the quarry?  Hockey 
games outdoors, the Eskimo 
and the Sugar Bowl? Remi-
niscing is fun and I hope that 
you also have happy memories 
of your days at St. Lawrence.

We recently learned of the 
death of Jayne rauch tietz. 
We send our sympathy to 
her family. 

1946
ann MiLLer hiLchie
7720 Indian Oaks Drive
Apt. I-309
Vero Beach, FL 32966
772-562-2149
hilchann@aol.com 
Next Reunion: 70th, 
June 2-5, 2016

1940
nathan o. niLes
222 Wardour Drive
Annapolis, MD 21401
410-263-2858 
noniles@verizon.net
Next Reunion: Honor Guard, 
June 2-5, 2016

As the days get longer, 
the news from classmates 
does not.Betty List Gardner 
says she is still enjoying life. 
“I see my three kids often 
and six grandchildren and 
four greats semi-often,” 
she says. She plays lots 
of duplicate bridge and 
scrabble, and while in 
Florida walks the beach 
and does water aerobics. 

I have stopped driving. How 
I miss it! I stopped going to 
the cardiac rehab gym, 
but walk around the house 
a lot and outdoors when the 
weather permits. I’m still very 
active in Rotary, doing a lot of 
computer stuff. My doctor told 
me, “Come back in four to six 
months.” Life goes on! 

1955
connie douGhty knies
43 Westgate Blvd.
Plandome, NY 11030 
516-365-9029
cdknies@optonline.net  
Next Reunion: 65th, 2020

By now our 60th reunion is 
over. vince cashman, working 
on our class gift, and ted hiller 
and rit Lennon, my co-chairs, 
called all the guys they could 
reach, so I have tidbits about 
a number of people.

George hassler was moving 
from Auburn, N.Y., to 
Leesburg, Va.   

Bud Garlock comes from a 
real St. Lawrence family. Both 
parents, some siblings and 
offspring are Laurentians.  

William “chic” uhlen, who lives 
on Canandaigua Lake, New 
York, also has a place in Cabo 
San Lucas in Mexico.  

Bob Pike, a medical doctor, is 
still practicing. Jim Butler, who 
lives in Houston, is a retired 
MD, though.  

Barbara Brown young, Bev harp-
er nalven, ann hasbrouck close, 
elaine Peatfield Patnode, norma 
sutton denu, Gina Potter Jacob-
sen and Marian kelley Fuchs all 
called and emailed the gals of 
our class, and also came up 
with bits of information. 

arlene Lange Wilson was mov-
ing to a retirement facility. 

nancy Means Ball and her hus-
band were planning a trip on 
the Intercoastal Waterway in 
their newly renovated boat.

shirley Williams Mack, who sadly 
lost her husband while he was 
riding his bike, was working on 
organizing her affairs. 

elaine Peatfield Patnode 
reported back problems she 
hoped wouldn’t preclude a 
cross-country train trip, ending 
in Canton in May.  

George stade, in the course of 
his career as an English profes-
sor at Columbia University, 
wrote four books, a collec-
tion of essays and more than 
60 reviews for The New York 
Times. He recalled that his dad 
wanted to get him out of NYC 
and away from gangs, so he 
packed him off to far-away 
Canton. George recalled being 
a nominee for Winter Carnival 
king. He lacked the needed ski 
sweater, so his Swedish mom 
got a friend back home to 
knit one for him—in one week. 
To no avail, though; he lost to 
Brian McFarlane! 

Lois turner kilburn, in California, 
is contemplating a move to 
Texas to be closer to 
her daughter. Lois gets to 
Canton quite often in the 
summer as she goes to 
Prince Edward Island.

During planning for Reunion, 
one of the most enthusiastic 
was Bob Gould, who, having 
cut his musical teeth on the 
chapel bells, moved on to lead-
ing, playing for and conduct-
ing girls’ singing groups. 

1956
PrisciLLa harvey 
schroeder
2215 Windbrook Court
Westlake Village, CA 91361
805-495-9758
memowind@roadrunner.com 
Next Reunion: 65th, 2021

The fall magazine will feature 
all the news fit to print from 
our reunion in May. 

Mary ellen “reggie” thiele 
rooney, journalist and falconer, 
sent two recent publications 
about falconry, one in Flem-
ish and the other in Arabic. 
Fortunately, English transla-
tions are included. I would be 
glad to share. Reggie’s review 
of a book about a very famous 
falconer named Lorant de 
Bastyai is scheduled to appear 
in California Hawking. 

A heartfelt story comes from 
Paul anderson, who was con-
tacted by dick contee about 
Reunion. Paul graduated from 
the College of Osteopathic 

Medicine and Surgery in Kan-
sas City. He worked as a GP 
and ER physician for about 45 
years, the last 20 in the poorest 
county of Tennessee, where a 
clinic was built with a live mu-
sic room off the waiting area. 

Paul and his wife had a 
daughter, who at 1 1/2 had a 
pituitary tumor, which caused 
blindness. The daughter, at 
age 3, listened to her mother 
taking piano lessons in the 
waiting room. Several years 
later, she started playing 
songs that she’d learned while 
waiting during her mom’s les-
sons. She has become quite 
a gifted pianist, playing at a 
variety of venues. She played 
every Sunday noon for years 
at the Country Inn in Berkeley 
Springs, W.Va. She was a favor-
ite of the older patrons, who 
could request songs from the 
1920s to the ’50s. She seldom 
was unable to play a request, 
having memorized thousands 
of songs of that era. 

Mary and tom halpin and dick 
Larson and Carolyn Shary ’58 
were looking forward to two 
reunions, the Singing Saints 
and our class. During the 
winter, they both vacationed 
in Puerto Vallarta. After the 
reunion, the Larsons were 
scheduled to travel by train to 
New York City and then sail on 
the Queen Mary to England. 
Bon Voyage!

Jan reed Wise sends greetings 
to all classmates. She is 
enjoying her quiet life in 
sunny Florida.

I had chats with helve sork 
Parts and sheila kreidel Weaver. 

Sheila moved from Alexandria, 
Va., to Irvington, N.Y. She did 
not enjoy the cold winter, but 
now lives near three daughters 
and one son.

Joan Woolf kompolt, in Califor-
nia, swims one mile and works 
out every day. A grandson 
graduated from Brown this 
spring. Jules Burgevin, was 
hoping that he and Pat Meyn 
did not have conflicts with 
grandchildren’s graduations so 
they would be able to attend 
Reunion. He has not lost his 
sense of humor.

ed Laine still works three days 
per week in the Habitat for Hu-
manity Re Store in Charlotte, 
N.C., and still has the energy 
to argue with customers and 
agree with wife Donna Hines 
’57. Ed was 81 in February, but 
he refuses to let it be a factor. 
Younger women in their 50s 
still flirt with him at work and 
he even gets daily hugs from 
a 36-year-old. Life is good; he 
thinks it’s more solid genes 
than anything else. 

steve avery and Nancy are sell-
ing their home in Hilton Head, 
S.C., and building a home in 
Bluffton, S.C. They will be close 
to their family.  Steve is gar-
dening with Ronnie Boyd ’58; 
spinach and onions are among 
the crops.

Rick Hasse ’76, a hockey 
player, and your class reporter 
teamed up again and planned 
a hockey telecast in Pasadena 
at the end of January when 
the Saints beat Clarkson. It 
was a festive affair because we 
invited the Los Angeles-based 
Clarkson alums to join us. We 
plan to have an annual event.

CLASS     NOTES

For information about becoming a reporter for any class prior to 1940, please contact Kim Hissong, 315-229-5837 or khissong@stlawu.edu.

You on You: This is your 
half of the alumni magazine. 

Be part of it–send news 
to your class reporter.

40 41
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No Notes?
Classes that do not appear either did not receive any 
news, or lack a class reporter. To submit news, find 
your class reporter’s contact information by 
visiting alumni.stlawu.edu/classnotes and clicking 
on the appropriate decade. To volunteer to be a class 
reporter, contact Joe Keniston, jkeniston@stlawu.edu 
or 315-229-1858.

mailto:bigdeerpond@gmail.com
http://amazon.com/
mailto:fmshields@roadrunner.com
mailto:barmitchell@msn.com
mailto:hhellison@aol.com
mailto:hilchann@aol.com
mailto:noniles@verizon.net
mailto:cdknies@optonline.net
mailto:memowind@roadrunner.com
http://w.va/
mailto:khissong@stlawu.edu
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ECAC Men’s Hockey Tourna-
ment. This became a fam-
ily gathering with both sons, 
Alfred ’89 and Charlie ’91, 
attending. Elaine and Buster’s 
granddaughter, Loren Walden 
’18, is the class president. The 
legacy continues; Loren is 
the 10th from their combined 
families at St. Lawrence.

Leah offenhamer Girolomi’s 
grandson, Jon James, has 
joined the Marines. She’s very 
proud of him. Her other grand-
son, Ricky Herman, turned 16 
in April and is anxious to drive. 

hilary hartman Goodwin spent 
some quality time in Pinehurst 
and Hilton Head. She stayed 
in Florida and headed 
back to Wyoming the first 
week in May.

Janet Lefkowitz schotz and Ar-
thur spent a day on Sanibel Is-
land with Lynn cooke toettcher 
and family. Lynn and her family 
also visited Myrtle Beach and 
went on to Boston to battle 
seven feet of snow to stay with 
her grandkids. Janet also had 
dinner with Jackie thompson 
Lois and Joe, who winter in 
Florida each year.

Roger and Barb Good cham-
berlain added a sixth grandson 
last summer. Their only grand-
daughter is 14. The Chamber-
lains traveled to Tanzania last 
summer with friends. They 
plan to visit Spain and Portu-
gal in the fall. Barb and Roger 
are still skiing, singing, RVing 
and volunteering in various 
capacities around Denver.

Tony and I have rebuilt our 
beach house in Rhode Island, 
and hope to spend a lot of 
time there this summer. Our 
daughter, Phyllis ’05, is a 
guidance counselor here in 
New Jersey. 

1964
sherry GaGe chaPPeLLe
800 Bayard Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE  19971
302-226-1594
brucesher20@comcast.net
Next Reunion: 55th, 2019

As spring crept into southern 

could become famous when 
she was 100, then he has 25 
years to improve! 

dave crystal has completed 
moving his office from New 
York to Greenwich, Conn. He’s 
now working on an ATO Re-
union to be held in September, 
but more about that later.

In January, I had a surprise call 
from Bob Noonan ’60. He and 
his wife moved to northern 
Virginia about a year ago. We 
reminisced about meeting at 
the Officers Club in Ft. Ben-
ning, Ga., in the summer of ’61. 

1963
Leah koLLMer PuZZo
135 Hillcrest Avenue
Leonia, NJ 07605
201-461-7052(home) 
201-321-5519(cell)
lkpuzzo@msn.com 
Next Reunion: 55th, 2018

I am updating my email list. 
Please send me your email 
address, and a bit of news.

Janet Ghattas hand and John 
recently returned from two 
glorious weeks in St. Lucia, 
thus missing three Boston 
blizzards. She is working with 
John as a translator (French) 
on one of his asylum cases.

tory Liersch spater somerville 
and Doug spent two months 
in Yucatan in Mexico. 
ann somerville Benedict and 
Bruce Benedict ’60 were with 
them part of the time. Tory 
loved Mexico!

Mark Morris visited Peter Guille 
in Punta Gorda, Fla. Mark 
spent Easter with his grand-
children, daughter, her hus-
band and his parents on John’s 
Island. He plans to spend his 
summer on Nantucket.

elaine Wintsch and Al “Buster” 
Walden ’64 spent a fair 
amount of time last winter 
at their second home in Lake 
Placid, N.Y. They co-sponsored 
the SLU reception during the 

sunny, warm locations, but this 
year they stayed home to su-
pervise the completion of their 
retirement home. Carole said 
she’s thankful for her experi-
ence at St. Lawrence—it made 
her able to tolerate the cold 
and find the good in snow.

Jim Pritzker writes that the 
record-breaking New England 
winter provided lots of time 
with children, grandchildren 
and close friends. Jim always 
sends greetings to our class.

During the brutal winter, ken 
shilkret was thankful for the 
home games of Utica’s AHL 
hockey team to help break 
cabin fever. He and Joe sherin 
keep in touch regarding their 
respective state high school 
hockey championships. In 
March, Ken had lunch with Jim 
Finke, who was on his way to 
Canton for the men’s ECAC 
hockey quarterfinals, in which 
St. Lawrence eliminated RPI.  

All the snow in central New 
York State had Jay Fleisher 
thinking about retreating to 
Florida next winter and recon-
necting with SLU alums in the 
Tampa area. Who’s interested 
in joining him? Gene hays won-
dered if he’d have to wait until 
June for the snow to thaw so 
that he could visit his New 
Hampshire home.

steve anderson and Barbara 
celebrated birthdays and 
their anniversary with an 
Overseas Adventure Tour to 
southern Peru and Bolivia. 
Steve continues to consult in 
international management. 

cinnie Baldwin Luscombe 
reports that natalie Beaumont 
had a wonderful visit in Hawaii 
with her sister.

chico kieswetter told me 
that tom Maltby had been in 
the hospital for an extended 
stay but was recuperating 
at home. Chico thoroughly 
enjoys Sarasota, Fla. 

Jack Fancher continues 
to enjoy painting. He tells 
himself that if Grandma Moses 

1960
ann younGer Moore
41 Brookside Drive
Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-9335
amoore9335@gmail.com  
Next Reunion: 60th, 2020

Proud grandfather nelson 
howard’s grandson won 
the Ohio State wrestling 
championship in March, finish-
ing the season 20-0. 

Our class lost a loyal friend 
in Tony Scalise ’43 when he 
passed away on March 17. His 
daughter, Pamela Scalise Roth 
’65, wrote in part, "Dad was full 
of ideas and dreams. 
Never was this more appar-
ent than when he and Mom 
welcomed SLU students into 
(their) home. Through 
their generosity they forged 
lasting friendships!" 

Please send a note or quick 
email. We want to know what 
our classmates are doing!

1961
huLit PressLey tayLor 
1713 Surrey Lane, NW
Washington, DC 20007
202-625-0203
hulitpaul@comcast.net
Next Reunion: 55th, 
June 2-5, 2016 

Jeffrey Foernsler sent the 
following to the alumni office: 
“Over 50 years ago, Hulit Tay-
lor loaned me notes to 
help me get through the 
sociology comprehensive. 
Thanks again, Hulit.” Although 
I have no recollection of this, 
you are more than welcome, 
Jeff. At least we both passed 
the exam! Jeff went on to get 
a master’s in education and 
Ph.D. in the teaching of read-
ing, and enjoyed a 40-year 
career in that field. He often 
thinks of St. Lawrence.

Of all the winters for carole 
sperzel clark and Bill to spend 
in Connecticut! Ever since Bill 
retired, they have wintered in 

While in the Boston area, 
sarah Bagg reynolds and Chuck 
Crissey were able to see the 
Saint men's hockey team beat 
the Harvard Crimson 5-1 on 
January 17. While there, they 
ran into George Wetzel '58.

Jim kuhns has been busy 
downsizing his many busi-
nesses and board activities, 
giving him some relaxing time. 
He is looking forward to an 
ATO reunion being planned for 
Arizona in September. Wilton 
“Buster” Cogswell '60 should 
be able to give those inter-
ested more info. 

Frank stritter sent me a won-
derful piece of news concern-
ing the Beta Temple, now 
owned by the University and 
being renovated. At our re-
union last May, we were invited 
to take a tour. The University 
has contributed a substantial 
amount, as have many Beta 
alums, including from our 
class don amidon, Bill Bigelow, 
Bruce Blinston, Jim charles, don 
chirlin, val coluni, dave dwyer, 
Bill Filiatreau, rod Giltz, dave 
Jacobs, John Jepson, Gerry 
Masucci, John Parker, ed Purcell, 
ed sharkey, Frank stritter, chet 
szetela, John taylor and Phil 
Wheeler. The University intends 
to use the temple for events 
such as small concerts, poetry 
readings, lectures, receptions, 
initiations and ceremonies of 
various types.

roger h. allen passed away on 
January 21, 2015. He and Claire 
had been married for 62 years. 
Our thoughts are with Claire 
and their family.

It was a difficult winter for 
Joyce Miltner conway and Peter. 
Peter had an extensive hospital 
stay, Joyce sprained her ankle 
on the ice, and the snow 
just got deeper and deeper 
in the Boston area. Peter is 
undergoing rehabilitation at 
home and Joyce has returned 
to her counseling work two 
days a week.

I spent three beautiful weeks 
on Maui in January and Febru-
ary. Thanks to all who sent me 
news. I hope I will hear from 
some of the rest of you soon.

Winnie Pisani thorn and her 
son, Doug ’85, traveled to Lake 
Placid to watch the overtime 
SLU vs. Colgate ECAC Final 
Four hockey game. Many SLU 
fans were present to cheer 
for the team. We were happy 
to be able to view it on cable 
here in California.

It is with great sadness that I 
report that Jesse B. nichols iii 
passed away in February 2015. 
He was known as Jay during 
our days at St. Lawrence. He 
was a very personable young 
man. His son, Jesse IV, gradu-
ated in ’78. Jay was a Phi Sig; 
Steve Avery and Dick Contee 
were his roommates 
in the house. Please see the 
“In Memory” section for an 
obituary. The Class of 1956 
sends our sincere condolences 
to the Nichols family.

1957
Joyce caLdWeLL rhodes
5-C Oak Crest Court
Novato, CA 94947
415-892-9351
rhdJy@aol.com
Next Reunion: 60th, 2017

After many years in the furni-
ture business in Pittsburgh, Pa., 
and Rochester, Schenectady 
and Saratoga Springs, N.Y., 
Mortimer Zelikofsky retired 
in his home town, Saratoga 
Springs. His wife died two 
years ago. He walks, reads
and follows business and 
investment writings.
 
Bonnie Jean (BJ) Laidlaw and 
Jim '56 watch SLU hockey 
often. She stays busy with 
bridge games and walking. 
They host visiting alumni.

richard “tinker” deGraff was 
the honoree at an 80th birth-
day party hosted by his son 
David '85 and daughter Amy 
at his church fellowship hall. 
Over 65 friends and family at-
tended. He remarked,
"I was very proud of my kids 
for it showed everyone that 
family counts."
 
In February, Beth day totin and 
camey Baldanza McGilvray met 
for lunch at Tommy Bahama's 
in Corona Del Mar, Calif.
 
Judy Langdon, widow of her-
bert Langdon, expressed how 
happy Herb was to see 
the campus at their 50th 
reunion, the first they had 
attended, especially the new 
science building, Johnson Hall. 
Herb left a donation to SLU; 
it was an important part of 
his life. He taught at the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh School 
of Dental Medicine.
 
Bill '59 and Janis Fowle Bigelow 
celebrated her 80th birthday 
with a trip to Australia, where 
temperatures in the 90s and 
100s contrasted with New 
England's cold and snow. Their 
son and his wife from Hong 
Kong met them for a week on 
the beach in Sydney.
 
dave Bunis runs into Phil Morey 
occasionally at the theater in 
Buffalo. Dave commented on 
the recent passing of carlton 
“skip” copp, who was with us 
freshman year and was friends 
with Bill Barden and Phil.

 
Nancy and art saltford live in 
Washington, D.C., where they 
enjoy the museums and other 
cultural venues. For the sum-
mer they move to their camp 
in the Adirondacks. Last sum-
mer they explored the history 
of the Erie Canal at Syracuse. 
In February, they traveled to 
Singapore, where they re-
newed friendships with several 
couples who had previously 
been posted at the Singapore 
Embassy in D.C. Traveling 
among families for food and 
gifts in celebration of the 
Chinese New Year was a new 
experience and lots of fun.
 
We have learned of the death 
of James campbell, who had 
studied math and physics at 
St. Lawrence. His career was in 
wire, cable and fiber optics.
 1959
nancy erLer WaLdron
25414 Lake Wilderness 
  Country Club Drive SE
Maple Valley, WA 98038
206-300-5548 (c)
425-432-3885
waldronne@comcast.net
Next Reunion: 60th, 2019

Last November, anne Finkler 
Padget had a marvelous trip 
to southern Africa, including 
Victoria Falls, Capetown, Table 
Mountain, Swaziland, Zim-
babwe and Botswana. Anne 
loved the history of the area 
plus the many animals she saw 
in the Hluhluwe Reserve and 
on the Zambezi River. 

nancy schloss hirayama sent 
news about her wonderful 
Christmas in Windsor, Calif., 
with her son and family, includ-
ing two young and active 
grandsons. She had a great 
trip to London and Edinburgh 
and looks forward to her trip 
to Poland, visiting Warsaw 
and Krakow. Nancy has had 
eye surgery, and now looks 
forward to much better sight.

Send Your News!
Have news and photos to share?  
Send to your class reporter by September 10
for the Winter 2016 issue.  Don’t know 
how to contact your class reporter?  
Visit alumni.stlawu.edu/classnotes. Or just
look at your class column in this magazine!

mailto:brucesher20@comcast.net
mailto:lkpuzzo@msn.com
mailto:amoore9335@gmail.com
mailto:hulitpaul@comcast.net
mailto:RhdJy@aol.com
mailto:waldronne@comcast.net
http://alumni.stlawu.edu/classnotes
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They moved to Sarasota, Fla., 
and love the cultural opportu-
nities and warm Florida sun. 
They were looking forward to 
an upcoming trip to Asia 
and frequent visits to NYC, 
where their granddaughter 
lives. Jean keeps up with 
suzy Bixler Lepple, who lives 
in Alexandria, Va. 

Fred Myers retired from teach-
ing after 34 years in the Ken-
nebunkport-Kennebunk Maine 
school district, and 44 years 
overall.  He plans to continue 
as a consultant and trainer for 

1970
dennis sZyManski
915 Hillwood Ave. 
Falls Church, VA 22042 
703-534-1253
dennis.szymanski@gmail.com 
Next Reunion: 50th, 2020

Jean Walter Farrington and 
Greg have retired from the 
California Academy of Sci-
ences in Golden Gate Park, 
San Francisco. He was the ex-
ecutive director, and Jean was 
director of lifelong learning. 

Several names of donor class-
mates popped up in a recent 
Report of Appreciation whom 
we (as in the royal “We”) 
haven’t heard from: Lynn cava-
naugh teret, Barbara hauschildt 
randall, victor Lawson, Patrica 
callman and Peter Morse, Lorna 
nichols and stu hosley. ed Lipin-
sky: write and tell us what you 
have done as a volunteer in 
the Career Services program. 
Gordon Maynes: what do 
you do for the Admissions 
Volunteer program?

from Atlanta, Ga., in 2008. She 
wrote, “We now have three 
lively young grandkids near 
us and two more in Missoula, 
Mont. We love our life here, 
though we are not winter 
sports people. We do play 
pickle ball and enjoy the hot 
springs pool in Glenwood 
Springs, our church, and volun-
teering with the local Lions 
Club and with a Pregnancy 
Resource Center.”
 
Some time ago, Terry Burns 
’69 and Lynn Birdsong funded 
the Birdsong Professor of the 
Arts at St. Lawrence to recog-
nize and support the work of a 
distinguished, tenured profes-
sor in the arts who demon-
strates both love of learning in 
scholarship and performance 
and inspires and motivates 
students to explore and 
achieve. They also established 
the Birdsong Family Scholar-
ship, which supports students 
from the Adirondack region.

Also from our class:

*The Samuel Miller Scholarship 
Fund was established in 1981 
in memory of his grandfather 
by James Miller and his parents. 
This fund supports students 
with financial need who have 
a physical or mental 
disability, and who reside in 
the Mid-Hudson area of 
New York State.  

*The George Karpus '68 Ex-
pendable Scholarship Fund, 
established by George karpus, 
to support students with 
financial need who graduated 
from Chenango Forks High 
School in Binghamton, N.Y., or 
Greene Central High School in 
Greene, N.Y.

Two other funds provided 
by classmates for students 
with financial needs are the R. 
Sheldon and Virginia Johnson 
Endowed Scholarship, estab-
lished by Virginia and Trustee 
shel Johnson; and the Edward 
J. Amsler '68 Scholarship, es-
tablished by Loren Smith and 
ed amsler, trustee emeritus. A 
thank-you to all of the above 
for your generosity!

performed by LARK Theatre 
Company sometime in 2015. It 
is set in the West Bank during 
the Second Intifada in 2000.

Dr. robert Fink passed away 
February 17. He was president 
of Phi Kappa Sigma and also 
of the Interfraternity Coun-
cil. He majored in chemistry, 
going on to graduate from 
the University of Tennessee 
Medical School and psychiatric 
residency. He was a pillar of 
the Memphis psychiatric com-
munity. Our condolences to his 
wife, Gerry, and the rest of his 
family. For further information, 
please see “In Memory.”

I’ll end on a very happy 
note: Joan Friedlander hurley 
and husband Jack became 
grandparents on February 15, 
when grandson Felix An-
thony Desjardins came into the 
world. Joan was able to spend 
a couple of weeks in Boston 
with daughter Elisa Hurley and 
son-in-law Chris Desjardins, 
giving the new parents a hand 
and bonding with the new 
baby. How wonderful!

1968
anne Lauriat
6 Bishops Forest Drive
Waltham, MA 02454
617-484-6841
lauriat@aol.com             
Next Reunion: 50th, 2018

steve Maier, of Sheridan, Wyo., 
was honored by Sheridan 
College upon his retirement 
after 16 years as president. 
The athletics field and the new 
college carillon were named in 
his honor. Recently re-elected 
to his third term as a Sheridan 
County Commissioner, Steve 
says the remainder of his time 
is spent in volunteer work 
and enjoying the Big Horn 
Mountains. He had a brief visit 
with Peggy ives Ward while she 
was visiting her daughter and 
grandkids over the holidays. 

Russ and audrey Johnson Mineo 
moved to New Castle, Col., 

Pam Scalise Roth ’65 informed 
us that her father, Tony ’43, 
died on March 17 at the age of 
97. He helped a great number 
of students in many classes. 
Pam shared the story that 
Tony was drafted into the 
Army in 1941, and on his first 
jump as a paratrooper, he 
broke his shoulder. His 
commanding officer asked 
what else he could do, and he 
said that he could cook. The 
rest is history! 

For more on Tony and Judith, 
turn to “In Memory.”
 
Keep thinking about our 50th 
reunion with classmates and 
friends in 2016. 

1967
MeG sMith eisenBraun
4460 Norris Lane
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
360-682-2345
eisenbraunwe2@comcast.net
Next Reunion: 50th, 2017

Bill Martin sent us word that 
the company of which he is 
president, CME Energy, LLC, 
had recently won two clean 
energy and project financing 
awards. The 950 MW Oregon 
Clean Energy Center Project 
won the prestigious IJ Global 
Americas Award as best in 
class, single asset, in the USA 
in 2014, and the East Provi-
dence 3.7 MW Solar Energy 
Project won the Rhode Island 
Clean Energy Future Award 
for best renewable project in 
the state.

Bill says CME Energy was the 
co-developer and owner of 
each project, representing 
over $900 million in combined 
investments. CME Energy has 
been a leader in the private 
electrical power development 
market since 1992. Meanwhile, 
a play he wrote is going to be 

Delaware, I contacted some 
of our New England class-
mates to see how they had 
weathered their astonishing 
winter. Bob Gardner admitted 
to slinking out of town before 
one January blizzard hit and 
hightailing it to Florida where 
he could enjoy three months 
in the sun, while others 
shoveled his roof and plowed 
his driveway. 

dave niles roosted much of 
the winter as a Florida snow 
bird, as well. The weather 
even cancelled the planned 
return to his home on Sebago 
Lake, Maine, for the annual ice 
fishing reunion that includes 
George “durk” Lawson, Pete ro-
galin and Floyd adams. He will 
go to Russia as proud papa to 
see daughter Mika graduate. 
Mika won her Republic English 
Competition in Russia and was 
chosen by the Ministry of Edu-
cation to participate in the All-
Russian English competition in 
Volgograd. Then she will 
be heading off to University, 
Dave hopes in St. Petersburg, 
to pursue literature and 
linguistics studies.

Intrepid ice fisherman Durk 
complained that the ice was 
nearly too thick to auger 
through. He did manage ski-
ing and snowshoeing, as did 
Brenda Ball knight. Brenda, in 
Hanover, N.H., came through 
with a sight of spring, when 

their (very) local mama bear, 
Bearnice, made her way down 
the Knights’ cleared driveway 
with three cubs trailing her. 

Leigh Berry and Tom Coburn 
also managed time in warmer 
climes than Rhode Island, but 
many stuck it out. Barbara ed-
inger Moss said that even with 
shivering through freezing 
winds and what seemed like 
daily blizzards that dumped 
record snowfalls, they never 
lost power and she did get a 
lot of knitting done.

Call, write, email, visit.

1966
JiM MichaeLson
22 Gouverneur Street
Canton, NY 13617
315-386-5250
jmichaelson@twcny.rr.com
Next Reunion: 50th, 
June 2-5, 2016

The news has been sparse and 
on the down side. We received 
a note from the Alumni Office 
regarding the death of Judith 
Johnson, of Hudson Falls, Paris, 
New York City and Albany. 
She was a global traveler who 
loved Paris, the arts, cooking 
and good food, and, of course, 
good friends. She opened 
the restaurant Lion D'ORR  
in Brooklyn, loved to paint, 
and enjoyed the warmth of 
friends and good conversation, 
especially over a glass of wine. 
She was very much involved 
in the local music scene in the 
Albany area, supported the 
arts whenever possible and did 
much volunteer work.
 

Do you have a son or daughter who is starting to look at colleges? Plan a visit to St. Lawrence and learn about 
Laurentian Legacy Grants. For more information, contact us at admissions@stlawu.edu or 1-800-285-1856 .

Laurentian
Parents!

Alan and Linda Vincent:
Recyclers of Historic Buildings

Almost 18 years after the deed was done, the Little Falls (New York) group Preserve Our Past 
is honoring Linda Buehler ’70 and alan vincent ’68 for their monumental “adaptive reuse” of 
a 159-year-old, three-story former factory building in Little Falls. “Not many of us would have 
the vision, courage and perseverance to assume ownership of one of these immense struc-
tures and turn it into a thriving, successful business,” according to Preserve Our Past.

In 1987, the Vincents purchased the property, originally a paper mill. The transformation—new 
wiring, windows and roof, sand-blasted ceilings, refinished floors—didn’t occur until 1996, 
after careful planning. For the Vincents, though, it wasn’t just about preserving an historic 
structure. Shortly after the renovations were completed, they opened the Little Falls Antique 
Center on the first floor; today, with about 50 vendors and more than 1,000 visitors a month, 
it’s thriving. 

About a year later, The Shops at 25 West was born, for handcrafts and other merchandise. 
Some shops have been so successful that their owners have opened their own storefronts in 
the area.

“It’s a great incubator for people who have small businesses and great ideas,” said Vincent. 
“It’s really nice to say, ‘Look, we survived, we’re still here, with more people doing business 
than when we started.’”

Adapted with permission from the Utica Observer-Dispatch, December 25, 2014.
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No Notes?
Classes that do not appear either did not receive any 
news, or lack a class reporter. To submit news, find 
your class reporter’s contact information by 
visiting alumni.stlawu.edu/classnotes and clicking 
on the appropriate decade. To volunteer to be a class 
reporter, contact Joe Keniston, jkeniston@stlawu.edu 
or 315-229-1858.

mailto:dennis.szymanski@gmail.com
mailto:lauriat@aol.com
mailto:eisenbraunwe2@comcast.net
mailto:jmichaelson@twcny.rr.com
mailto:admissions@stlawu.edu
http://alumni.stlawu.edu/classnotes
mailto:jkeniston@stlawu.edu


46 47

class notes
st. lawrence university magazine  |  summer 2015

traveling with Linda; they took 
a trip to a family wedding in 
Santorini, Greece, and then 
a Thanksgiving cruise on the 
Douro River in Portugal. They 
also spend some time on Cape 
Cod (Provincetown), where 
they have a small condo. 

One of Paul’s proudest 
achievements is his volunteer 
work at the Ronald McDonald 
House of New York (a home 
away from home for children 
with pediatric cancer and their 
families), where he recently 
was recognized for 20 years 
of service. Paul wrote, “It truly 
is amazing to see how the 
children and families persevere 
despite the odds. I know many 
of us have had loved ones 
stricken with this disease and 
hope that someday there will 
be a cure. But if you ever want 
to see profiles in courage, then 
you have to see how strong 
these children are.”

I recently got together with 
Jim and Janet huber kabel. 
They still officially live in 
Vienna, Va., but have been 
spending lots of time in Aiken, 
S.C., where Janet has been 
taking care of her mother 
after retiring from the Fairfax 
County Public Schools. Their 
retirement relocation plans are 
still up in the air, but Jim keeps 
busy with various activities, in-
cluding competitive pickleball.

1976
Mary iZant
20101 North Park Blvd., #1
Shaker Heights, OH 44118
216-363-6417
mizantslu1976classnews@
gmail.com
Next Reunion: 40th, 
June 2-5, 2016

Jim Grant is still living in Green-
wich, Conn., where he sees Bill 
Jann and chris owen regu-
larly. They make it to Yale/SLU 
hockey games. Last summer, 
he and aims coney kayaked 
Upper Saranac Lake and he 
climbed Mt. Phelps with the 
St. Lawrence / Nature Up

Mike keenan continued to 
coach his Russian Gagarin 
Cup championship hockey 
team this past season, but 
alas, no repeat on a cup. Ever 
impressed with the work ethic, 
conditioning and cohesiveness 
of his team, “Iron Mike” was 
philosophical, remarking that 
“Experience is what you get 
when you don’t get what you 
want.” Having won both the 
Stanley and Gagarin Cups, I’d 
say he’s had the experience of 
a lifetime.

I’ve noticed many of my Face-
book classmates posting pho-
tos of their “milestone” 65th 
birthdays. Medicare notwith-
standing, it is a time to pause 
and reflect on the passage of 
time and life events.  

I was saddened to learn of 
the death of Ward Mack two 
days before Christmas. Ward 
lived a full life on his terms and 
enjoyed every minute.

I remember when my parents 
turned 65. I thought about 
how old they were, and how 
much longer they might live. 
Nowadays it’s commonplace 
to reach the 80s or 90s, or so 
it seems. Enjoy each day, each 
moment, and fill me in from 
time to time on how you are. 
Remember: most classmates 
of 1972 will be 72 at our 50th 
Reunion. Now THAT’S ageless!

1973
Linda tireLLi herrMann
60 Crosman Avenue
Swampscott, MA 01907
914-656-7471
classof73sLu@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 45th, 2018 
(cluster with ’72, ’74)

Paul sengakis wrote that after 
28 years in the airline industry 
(Aer Lingus/Irish Airlines, 
Delta, and Austrian Airlines) in 
different sales and training ca-
pacities and another 12 years 
of training in the healthcare 
field (most recently as a train-
ing specialist with Emblem-
Health’s Medicare Coordina-
tion of Benefits Program), he 
joined the ranks of the retired 
in March 2014. Paul is enjoying 

1972
BarBaraJean schaeFer 
BLodGett
3152 L Covewood Ct.
Falls Church, VA  22042
315-771-3261 
Barbarajeanious@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 45th, 2018 
(cluster with ’73, ’74)

In a previous episode, arnie 
edelberg was in Canada 
celebrating life events with 
tim Pelyk and Peter “Boomer” 
Brennan. He’s now into an 
18-month “Grand Tour of Oz” 
(Australia) on a new Harley 
Street Glide. His son was off 
to the University of Brisbane 
to study chemical engineer-
ing, his Port Douglas home 
for 20 years was sold, and he 
was ready for a new adven-
ture in a land where he’s 
called a grey nomad. 

“I also preach the Sunday 
homily once a month, and 
coordinate the parish's RCIA 
program, which prepares con-
verts for entry into the church.” 
He said Guy Roemer '69, dave 
Boughton and his brother Paul 
'80 have made an annual trek 
to Saratoga Race Track for 
many years.

eileen McGrath retired on 
January 1 after 40 years as an 
academic librarian. She did 
everything from running the 
circulation desk to buying rare 
books. For the last 20 years, 
she was responsible for collect-
ing materials about the history 
and culture of North Carolina 
for the special collections li-
brary at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill. Her 
husband, an economics profes-
sor at Elon University, retired 
last fall, “so we're still new to 
this retirement thing,” she said. 
They’re planning lots of trips.

Jonathan Mcintire and Charlene 
are moving from Longwood, 
Fla., to Flagstaff, Ariz., since 
all three of their children have 
settled in the West. They spent 
a week in both Key West, Fla., 
and Central, Fla., with Lynn 
Magner ’73 and dick unser 
from Virginia. “Dick and I were 
lucky to have found and fallen 
in love with our future wives 
in the Laurentian Singers,” 
Jonathan noted as he and 
Charlene approached their 
43rd anniversary.

ken Maleck, since informally 
retiring about six years ago, 
has found a second career 
as a pastoral associate in his 
church. He was ordained a 
deacon in the Catholic Church 
in 2008, and “have since found 
it a joy to work with couples 
who are preparing for 
marriage, and officiating at 
baptisms, wakes, funeral litur-
gies and marriages,” he wrote. 

International Baccalaureate 
and hopes to spend more time 
with his four grandchildren. 
His son Nicholas, head men’s 
lacrosse coach at Ohio State, 
has been named head coach 
of the United States U-19 Na-
tional Lacrosse team for 2016.   
 

1971
JaMes P. snedeker
5 Linden Tree Road
Wilton, CT 06897
203-761-7793
jamespsnedeker@yahoo.com
Next Reunion: 50th, 2021

chris nichols sold his ad 
agency business in 2013, and 
is working part-time for them 
and sailing in the Bahamas. 
“Six grandchildren, wife Kim-
berly, still in rock band, live on 
Orrs Island, Maine. Best to all!” 
he wrote.

North alumni group. “I highly 
recommend these outings,” he 
commented. He and his part-
ners “opened our own financial 
entity in Norwalk, where we 
do taxes, auditing and book-
keeping and have a license to 
get our customers health care 
and life insurance.” He’s been 
teaching tax preparation to 
their employees.
 
Barbara “BJ” hampton keeps 
busy at Connecticut’s Patent 
and Trademark Resource 
Center, connecting research-
ers with advanced search 
tools. She said that in May she 
would receive an award from 
the Patent Information Users 
Group, an international patent 
research association. She’s 
been presenting to educators, 
librarians, historians, authors 
and inventors on intellec-
tual property rights, and her 
chapters on “kid-ventions” and 
Google Glass have been pub-
lished by Rowan and Littlefield. 
“I’m excited about making pat-
ent, trademark and copyright 
information more accessible to 
all,” she said.

1977
Bonnie steuart 
9823 Fosbak Drive
Vienna, VA 22182
703-281-2281
bonnie.steuart@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 40th, 2017
(cluster with ’78, ’79)

Phoebe kornfeld was one of four 
alumni on campus as Lauren-
tians-in-Residence in February 
(they’re pictured on page 9 of 
the spring magazine). Partici-
pating in a panel discussion, the 
diverse group shared insights 
into their careers, the benefits 
of a liberal arts degree and how 
St. Lawrence prepared them 
for their jobs, among other 
topics. Phoebe represented 
the biotech industry. She was 
general counsel and chief 
compliance officer of Intercell 
AG. Now retired, she was also 
a corporate lawyer as well as a 
teacher in France and England. 
She graduated Phi Beta Kappa 
with a double major in govern-
ment and German, and earned 
her Ph.D. at Duke and her J.D., 
at Duke University School 
of Law.

AlumnAe leAders in HigHer educAtion Honored
Two alumnae who are leaders in higher education and overlapped for three years as 
undergraduates at St. Lawrence were honored at the American College Personnel 
Association (ACPA) / College Student Educators International annual conference on 
March 6 in Tampa, Florida.

susan robb Jones ’78 “is the epitome of an academic leader: she shows students that 
they too can contribute to the field of higher education,” according to an ACPA state-
ment. “This innate ability, in addition to her large scholarly body of work, has led to 
the American College Personnel Association awarding Jones the 2015 Contribution to 
Knowledge Award.” She is one of two winners of the award.

Jones is a professor of higher education and student affairs in the College of Education 
and Human Ecology at The Ohio State University; director of EHE’s Higher Education 
and Student Affairs program; and an affiliate faculty member in its Women’s, Gender 
and Sexuality Studies program. Her ground-breaking research seeks to demonstrate 
that students are comprised of multiple social identities.

Also honored at the conference was elizabeth “Betsy” oudenhoven ’77, who received 
the Terry E. Williams Higher Education Program Distinguished Alumnus/a Award, pre-
sented by Loyola University Chicago “For outstanding contributions through scholar-
ship and service to the larger higher education profession.”

Dr. Oudenhoven, who completed her Ph.D. in Higher Education in 2006 at Loyola, has 
served since 2013 as president of the Community College of Aurora, Colorado, having 
previously been vice president for student affairs. The St. Lawrence psychology major 
earned her M.A. in Counseling and Guidance from the University of Colorado, Boulder.

“Inclusive, collaborative, innovative, inspirational, proactive, learner-centered, caring, 
and empathic are all frequent descriptors provided by those who have worked with 
Betsy throughout her 30 years in higher education administration,” said a Loyola an-
nouncement.                    —NSB

save 
the 

date!
ReuNioN 2016

June 2-5

Reconnect with old friends, 
see today’s campus and 
enjoy day trips, seminars, 
special receptions, dinners, 
concerts and much more!

15th – 2000, 2001, 2002

25th – 1990, 1991, 1992

35th – 1980, 1981, 1982

40th – 1976

50th – 1966

55th – 1961

65th – 1951

70th – 1946

75th – 1941

PLus: 

70th reunion of the
Laurentian Singers

30th anniversary of the 
Gender and Sexuality 
Studies Program

alumni.stlawu.edu/reunion

http://gmail.com/
mailto:classof73SLU@gmail.com
mailto:Barbarajeanious@gmail.com
mailto:jamespsnedeker@yahoo.com
mailto:bonnie.steuart@gmail.com
http://alumni.stlawu.edu/reunion
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passion as head of 350 Mont-
gomery County, an affiliate of 
the international non-profit 
350.org, focusing on solutions 
to the climate crisis.

Hope your summer is full of 
cool thoughts and not too 
much drama. Mark your cal-
endar for our upcoming 35th 
reunion, June 2nd-5th, 2016. 
Don’t say we didn’t warn you. 
Until next time....

1983
eric koZLoWski
49 Clovercrest Drive 
Rochester, NY 14618
(c) 585-230-7400
(h) 585-461-3784
twoslu@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 35th, 2019 
(cluster with ’84, ’85)

At a country auction many 
years ago, I bought an 1856 
penny. It was a memento and 
a passing thought of St. Law-
rence. This spring, a few days 
before I sent my invitation for 
some updates on our class-
mates, I heard the song “Try 
to Remember.” Not sure why, 
I went in search of that penny. 
The verse from the song, “Try 
to remember the kind of Sep-
tember, when grass was green 
and grain was yellow,” seemed 
to resonate. 

I found the penny and knew 
why I went to look for it. It 
has a design of wheat thistles 
entwined on the back. It was 
time to remember our con-
nections. 

shelly Wright kempton has 
been to many reunions which 
were enjoyable, but wasn’t 
sure why this last one was 
so amazing. She shared that 
Reunion was “like a perfect 
combination of friends I knew 
from college and friends I 
had not met yet from college. 
I laughed so hard, so many 
times…the kind of laughs that 
warm your soul from the inside 
and out. I rode my bike with 
two people who were in much 
better shape, but waited for 
me because we were having 
an insightful conversation. I 
felt surrounded by people who 

including Charlie Law ’83, Wil-
liam ‘Woody’ Phelps and (all of 
the above) meet up on the ski 
slopes. An equally fine group, 
including Marcus carroll, Mitch 
ross, Jay Buchta ’81 and Philip 
‘skip’ chase, meet up at the 
card table.” Clearly Reed’s got 
his calendar in balance. He also 
sees Bobbie rauch-Perlo out 
and about in the Boston area. 
“I marvel at how many life-long 
friends I made at SLU,” he 
said. “It is truly an extraordi-
nary place.” With any luck, 
another Thompson will join 
the SLU clan soon. 

In Darien, Conn., where Linda 
squiers terhune calls home, as a 
12-year real estate veteran cur-
rently with Houlihan Lawrence 
she has seen enough to write 
her own screenplay. Between 
husband Rich with Northwest 
Mutual, multitudinous volun-
teer engagements and three 
kids, it’s no wonder that she 
hasn’t found any time to 
write it yet. 

Nearby, carolyn kelly Podgurski 
keeps most of the partners at 
the Greenwich-based invest-
ment firm she manages in 
line, despite being treated to 
a regular show by one of her 
frustrated-actress co-workers. 
Carolyn and husband Jack 
have called Stamford home 
for 20 years. 

And there’s always drama with 
a high school senior at home. 
Mary andrews knows this all 
too well. After a “calm” day 
as counsel at the EPA Office 
of Enforcement and Compli-
ance, why not mix things up 
a little? At the time of this 
writing, daughter Kate was 
waiting, worrying and wonder-
ing about her college destiny. 
(Lucky sister Becky is hiding 
out for the summer in St. Paul, 
Minn., where she will be a 
senior at Macalester College.) 
No doubt the Andrews-Murtha 
household is now celebrating 
Kate’s decision, the check is 
in the mail and the sweatshirt 
is in the wash. Husband Peter 
shares Mary’s environmental 

doing the same in Lugano. I 
saw a Facebook picture of Jen-
nifer torrey catanzaro jumping 
out of an airplane with a hand-
some guy stuck to her back. 
And another shot of her on a 
souped-up snowmobile.

aggie kirby Perkins’s daughter 
married last September; ellen 
Mccurdy Burchenal and anne 
Zenker attended. Ellen’s son, 
Will ‘15, graduated from SLU 
in May, while Anne’s youngest 
daughter is a junior living in 
Delta and her oldest daughter 
is engaged to an SLU alumnus. 
SLU: All in the Family.
 1982
karen heLLe neMiah 
2680 Congress Street
Fairfield, CT 06824
203-256-1171
karen.nemiah@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 35th, June 2-5, 
2016 (cluster with ’80, ’81)

Phi Kap fraternity brothers hal 
hawkey, reed thompson, John 
Fell and dan Fish (left to right 
in the photo) convened in Alta, 
Utah, last winter. John escaped 
from the Philadelphia Mainline, 
where he runs his executive 
search firm with a partner. He 
and his wife swap free time 
between summers in Tenants 
Harbor, Maine, where he runs 
into tom Mallory, and winters in 
Vail or Alta, where he finds 
Hal on the slopes, even if 
they don’t plan it! Dan and 
Gerry Fager Fish’s son Alex, a 
rising sophomore at Colgate, 
allowed for parental fun hi-jinx 
during campus visits this past 
school year.

Reed is back in the Boston 
area, following a year in Vail 
(perhaps he had TOO much 
skiing?? Nah….) as a partner in 
a wealth management firm. He 
reports, “A fine group of klanks 

on January 31. Jay and his gra-
cious wife, Ashley, live in a fab-
ulous home in West Hartford, 
Conn., where they have raised 
four fine young men and six 
dogs! Although the gather-
ing of alums was small, we all 
enjoyed a spread fit for kings 
as we watched the Saints beat 
the Golden Knights.”

Mary-stuart “Missy” Martin 
decamp visited suzy kowalski 
kjorlien in Greenwich, Conn., 
to see Brooks adams Melly’s 
paintings featured in an exhibit 
called “Spirit of Water.” As co-
incidence would have it, susan 
dearden Bryan and susie hodes 
o’Leary were also there. The 
beautiful works by Brooks re-
flected her training at Parsons 
and the traditional foundation 
she received at St. Lawrence. 
To see more of her paintings, 
google VictoriaBrooksMelly.
com.

amy Pollard Faulkner helped 
organize a Tri-Delta reunion 
in Boston with carolyn streett 
simpson, anne dennison Flem-
ing, Fran Russo Cress ’80, 
Stacy Lubrano Lamson ’80, 
Laurie Boardman Curley ’80 
and Pam Bretsch Massey ’80. 
For more, see the ’80 notes.

dave rosenfeld is still skiing. 
He skied in Italy in March and 
“finally got to ski up Mt. Marcy 
last spring.” He’s still doing 
camera work in New York. In 
classic Italian fashion, they 
punctuate the sweating and 
effort with good lodging, great 
food and an ample selection 
of hops. 

Mare cromwell has been in 
Thailand on a long spiritual/
healing retreat. Her third book, 
The Great Mother Bible, “com-
pletely wiped me out.” And 
she was “dealing with some 
lingering health stuff related 
to a lymphoma diagnosis from 
several years ago.” But the 
book has been well received, 
“fine things for a starving 
writer to hear,” she observed. 

Lisa neiley nelson has been jet-
ting around Germany and Jen-
nifer Bullard Broggini has been 

the first time in Canton for 
both of them. I was weeping 
as they drove away (why did 
THEY get to go to SLU and 
not me?) but I went and had a 
beer with my next-door neigh-
bor hans copeland. That almost 
made things right.

I’m hearing nothing but good 
news from the local kids 
at St. Lawrence, and with 
Hans’s daughter, Natalie ’16, 
named president of Tri-Delta, 
I know the sorority scene is 
in good hands. 

It made my day to hear from 
richard Beach (theater arts, 
Laurentian Singer), who told 
a story we all wish we had the 
time to live: “Friends of ours 
have a farm they are leasing to 
buy, and as you can imagine 
there are outbuildings (and) 
chickens, goats, horses, tur-
keys (they had a cow named 
Stew once)......you get the pic-
ture. It’s near Oneonta, (and) I 
discovered a cream-on-green 
1972 VW Microbus!  I am flat-
bedding it out in a couple of 
weeks and will have it running 
again.  I am planning many 
trips to Vermont in full Wavy 
Gravy mode.”

karen heller is with Halstead 
Property Development Market-
ing, getting new residential 
buildings erected in Harlem 
and Bushwick (Brooklyn). 
She had a great Utah ski trip 
this spring. 

Laurie Weil smith is excited that 
her youngest, Georgia, is part 
of the SLU Class of 2019. anne 
dennison Fleming’s son will 
be there, too. “After Georgia 
leaves the nest, I will have my 
two grandchildren, Rosie and 
Jack, to dote on,” she wrote. 
“Life moves too fast.”

kelly o’Brien, director of finan-
cial aid at Trinity College,gives 
a shout out to Jay Washburn 
“for hosting an SLU gathering 
at his home to view a 
live stream of the men’s ice 
hockey game against Clarkson 

gelical ministries in the U.S. 
and around the world. The 
bulk of MCT’s work has been 
done in western Washington 
State, but they have extended 
their reach to Poland, the Phil-
ippines and Japan. Chris was 
happy last fall when Jane Ingle 
’81 travelled to Washington 
with her husband, who was on 
business there, which enabled 
them to get together. She 
keeps in touch with other SLU 
friends via Facebook.
    
Margo Mccaw davy was the 
magnet that drew a Delta 
contingent together in Boston 
on the weekend of April 11. 
She travelled from Wilming-
ton, S.C., for a Harvard-Penn 
lacrosse game and put out 
an early APB that she would 
be in the area. Nine additional 
“Delta Darlings” showed up 
for an overnight of fun: Laurie 
Boardman curley, Amy Pollard 
Faulkner ’81, Anne D. Flem-
ing ’81, stacy Lubrano Lamson, 
Pamela Bretsch Massey, Louise 
Merrell Middleton ’81, Jill Whel-
an Setian ’79, Carolyn Streett 
Simpson ’81 and me. Any 
Laurentian knows how inde-
scribably wonderful it is to be 
in the company of SLU friends 
who meant the world to you 
at an age when you were still 
figuring things out and so 
much was left to be written. It 
was a blessing and a joy to be 
able to convene some 35 years 
later, retell old stories, catch 
up on the intervening years 
and appreciate that neither 
our bond of friendship nor our 
personal quirks have changed 
much. As Amy so aptly said, 
“What happens in Boston, 
stays in Boston,” so you get 
the presentable photo!

1981
steve LuBrano 
30 Goodfellow Road
Hanover, NH 03755
603-275-5736
steven.d.lubrano@tuck.dart-
mouth.edu
Next Reunion: 35th, June 2-5, 
2016 (cluster with ’80 ’82)

My wife, Allegra, and my 
youngest daughter, Amelia, 
took a drive to Canton this 
spring for an admissions day 
and a soccer clinic. This was 

in 2011 with a plan to provide a 
scalable, state-of-the-art brew-
ery/bottling service to start-up 
craft brewers. Two Roads has 
grown rapidly, and now brews 
for 13 craft breweries. In 2015 
they expect to ship 1.5 million 
cases of beer, 70% of that 
for other breweries, while the 
remaining 30% will carry the 
Two Roads label. Two Roads’ 
tasting room receives about 
300 people each weekend 
looking to test samples of 
their various brews.

1979
karen WeLsh coLLins
5305 Willow Cry Lane, Raleigh 
NC 27613
919-846-6789
karen.w.collins@nc.rr.com
Next Reunion: 40th, 2018
(cluster with ’77, ’78)

Class of 1979: Please corre-
spond with your new reporter, 
karen Welsh collins, at any of 
the contacts above.

1980
Fran russo cress
273 Converse Street
Longmeadow, MA 01106
413-565-2620
mfcress@comcast.net
Next Reunion: 35th, June 2-5, 
2016 (cluster with ’81, ’82)

christine Bastedo Brunner has 
joined the Board of Missionary 
Construction Teams (MCT) as 
their treasurer in 2014. MCT 
organizes teams to construct 
and repair facilities for evan-

Lynn Peterson Glover and Pam 
vanderborgh sinacore met up 
in NYC in mid-March and had 
a ball catching up on the last 
20 years. They strolled the 
High Line, lunched in Chelsea 
Market and then walked up 
to 44th Street for dinner at 
Carmines. Pam described it as 
“A perfect day! It was like no 
time had passed at all.”

Betsy Bernard provided a nice 
SLU anecdote to my previous 
mention of her taking the ALS 
Ice Bucket Challenge last sum-
mer: “What you may not know 
is the SLU connection! The 
9-year-old dumping the ice on 
me is Bob sofman's son, Tyler. 
Bob and I worked together at 
AT&T, PacBell Communications 
and start-up Avirnex.” 

1978
JoeL coLLaMer
29 Hassake Road
Old Greenwich, CT  06870
203-698-0677 (home)
203-820-4523 (cell) 
joel.collame@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 40th, 2018
(cluster with ’77, ’79)

The Greenwich Time (Con-
necticut) newspaper reported 
that in mid-April Peter doering, 
CFO of Two Roads Brewing 
Co., and his partners ad-
dressed the Association for 
Corporate Growth Consumer 
Products conference on their 
most recent growth plans. 
Two Roads Brewing, based in 
Shelton, Conn., was founded 

Tri-Deltas from ’79 through ’81 gathered in Boston in April. For 
details, see the Class of ’80 report.

http://350.org/
mailto:twoslu@gmail.com
mailto:karen.nemiah@gmail.com
mailto:Steven.d.lubrano@tuck.dart
http://mouth.edu/
mailto:karen.w.collins@nc.rr.com
mailto:mfcress@comcast.net
mailto:joel.collame@gmail.com
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From the jumbotron, right, through the con-
tinuous events, to the medals podium, it may 
have resembled a three-ring circus. But a lot 
more seriousness was at stake as st. Lawrence 
hosted the 2015 ncaa division iii national out-
door track and field championships on three 
cool, clear days in late May, as it had in 2003. 
For a glimpse at how sLu athletes did (spoiler 
alert: it was pretty darn good), turn 
to “standing o” on page 17.
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sarah Baitsell oliver is living 
in Mill Valley, Calif., with her 
husband, Mark, and their teen-
agers Annie and Will. Sarah 
started a handbag company 
almost 10 years ago out of her 
home. Combining her love 
for knitting with her love for 
the aging, she hires seniors in 
their 80s and 90s to hand-knit 
her handbags, which 
are carried both nationally 
and internationally. Check 
them out at www.saraholiver-
handbags.com.

andy thomas coulter is in 
the process of moving her 
Rochester, N.Y., leather goods 
company, Slim Line Case Co., 
which has been making leather 
wallets, badge cases and ID 
cases for law enforcement and 
other government agencies 
for almost 90 years. In her 
free time, Andy enjoys paddle 
tennis, skiing, golfing, walking 
her dogs, and outings with her 
kids Scott, CJ and Carly.

Jane Bush haertel has released 
her first novel, a murder 
mystery titled Feta Attraction. 
She is currently under contract 
for five more books. Look for 
Jane’s novels under two pen 
names: Susannah Hardy and 
Sadie Hartwell.

In January, kevin Mckelvey and 
his brother Steve published 
Labor of Love, a reflection on 
their family's baseball auto-
graph collection, presumed to 
be the world's largest private 
collection of its kind. For more 
on this book, see “Laurentian 
Reviews” in the front part of 
this magazine.

Kevin went skiing last spring 
with Bill Bohnsack, Gordon 
campbell and rich hoagland 
at the Canyons in Utah, then 
jumped into a helicopter for 
a few white-knuckle spins off 
cliffs in the Wasatch. When 
he’s not hanging with SLU 
alumni, he enjoys time with 
wife Liza Elliot ’86 and their 
daughter Phebe and son Tim.

24, live in Denver, while she 
lives in Rochester, N.Y.  

anita devries-Bonneau is an at-
torney, not practicing because 
she is busily finishing her 
second novel in a trilogy. She 
and husband Mark '84 live in 
Merrickville, Ontario. 

Meg Mitiguy-Glazier is a 
compliance and regulatory 
officer for a pharmaceutical 
distributor. She lives in 
South Burlington, Vt. 

dede saltrelli stanici is a school 
psychologist in New Provi-
dence, N.J. She  and Chris '84 
are empty-nesters, enjoying 
their beagle Beau and life in 
general. 

Pamela robinson daly is a podi-
atrist in Saratoga Springs, N.Y. 
She has four children, including 
Kirby ’12.  Husband John daly is 
a freelance cartoonist; he was 
profiled in the Winter 2013 St. 
Lawrence Magazine.

NPR local affiliate KUER in 
Salt Lake City is one of the 
most listened-to public radio 
stations in the country, accord-
ing to a recent study. diane 
Maggipinto is their new 
Morning Edition host. 

1987
kristin Johnson 
coPPoLa
142 Bayridge Lane
Duxbury, MA  02332
781-934-0769
kcoppola3@verizon.net 
Next Reunion: 30th, 2017 
(cluster with ’86, ’88)

Former reporter (almost 
20 years) elizabeth solomon 
hubbard noted that she is “cel-
ebrating a rather significant 
birthday this year and decided 
to kick off 2015 with a trip to 
Florida with a bunch of SLU 
friends. Jill Zeikel, kelley abbott 
howes, kirstin Linn newman, 
sue Marchant Flagg, angela Jen-
nings sinnott and I spent a long 
weekend soaking up the sun 
on the beach and talking and 
laughing. Time melted away; 
we may as well have been col-
lege students taking a break 
from a cold Canton winter.” 

working at Towers Watson in 
Boston for 16 years.

donna Winston saw Gil vander-
aa last spring skiing in Aspen. 
kirsten elmore Meister and Gale 
Barlow hagele both stopped 
into Gil’s restaurant, Brunelles-
chi’s in Aspen, during the win-
ter. His restaurant is fabulous: 
centrally located, great food 
with a lively crowd and good 
television viewing! He aired 
a St. Lawrence hockey game 
from Lake Placid.

We saw sheryl Mustion Lincoln 
and Bob ’84 in Florida, where 
we also spent time with Steph-
anie Porta Eisele ’84, Kate 
Merrell Denny ’86, Jim Denny 
’86, and Bill ’84 and Sally Black 
Dordelman ’84. Sheryl sees 
many classmates while on 
campus visiting her daughter, 
who is a rising sophomore.

1986
Joy ciarcia-Levy
26 Sherbrooke Rd.
Hartsdale, NY 10530
914-591-1936
joyskates@aol.com
Next Reunion: 30th, 2017 
(cluster with ’87, ’88)

I had the pleasure of meet-
ing up with several of my 
KDS sorority sisters and other 
alumni for a weekend of fun 
and memories. In attendance 
were Maria shanley, Betsy 
humes carter, kathleen koke 
and dennis ryan. Also there 
was Pamela Polacsek, who is a 
communications specialist at 
Saratoga Bridges, a Saratoga 
Springs, N.Y., service provider 
for people with disabilities. 

Joyce docherty hammel is 
splitting her time between 
Vermont and New Hampshire, 
where she works for Dart-
mouth University as a fundrais-
er. She tries to travel as much 
as she can in her spare time, 
visiting her three daughters.  

nancy curtis van iseghem does 
commercial real estate and 
finance. Her two sons, 22 and 

is hoping a visit to her will bal-
ance out Iceland’s cold. 

Since leaving St. Lawrence, 
Paul taheri and his wife of 26 
years, Kay Butler ’85, have 
moved from Ann Arbor, Mich., 
to Shelburne, Vt., to Madison, 
Conn., where they have lived 
since 2013. Paul is the CEO of 
Yale Medical Group. Paul and 
Kay have four children. 

andrew Wilson practices law 
at his Manchester, N.H., firm, 
Bossie & Wilson, PLLC. He and 
david keller both reside in Bed-
ford, N.H., which gives their 
families many opportunities to 
get together, reminisce about 
their time in Canton and hone 
their armchair coaching skills 
during Boston Bruins games.

Another attorney, Leon silver, 
was recently named co-man-
aging partner of Gordon Rees’ 
Phoenix office. While Leon is 
managing his firm’s growth, his 
family has grown as well: Leon 
became a grandfather for the 
first time at the end of Febru-
ary. Congratulations!

1985
cary reGan and MichaeL 
keiGher
1 MacPherson Drive
Greenwich, CT 03860
203-622-5030 
caryk@optonline.net
keigher@mac.com
Next Reunion: 35th, 2019 
(cluster with ’83, ’84)

From left, Joe Orlando ’87, 
Mark Landgren ’86, Mike aceti 
and  andy steinharter met up 
last fall for a whirlwind week-
end in Las Vegas, Lake Mead 
(for fishing) and Zion National 
Park  (hiking, where this pic-
ture was taken). Andy lives in 
Maine with his wife and two 
teenage boys. He has been 

both at Morgan Stanley, help-
ing to assist Class of '15 Saints 
in career counseling.

Bob Manogue and Lizzie Quinby 
are living in Kensington, Md., 
having returned from living in 
Bogota, Colombia, and Lima, 
Peru. Bob is working on inter-
national trade policy issues 
at the State Department, and 
Lizzie teaches at a pre-school. 
Their oldest son, Teddy, gradu-
ates from high school this 
spring and is looking at the 
possibility of becoming a Chip! 
Their younger son, William, 
plays goalkeeper for a nation-
ally ranked soccer team. 
 
Bill spencer and Beth spent a 
great weekend in February in 
Ft. Myers, Fla., with chris kopp 
and Karen. Chris’s son, Rob 
Kopp '08, got married at their 
beautiful club. Bill’s son, Wil-
liam Spencer ’09, was also in 
attendance. It was a memory-
filled party! 

That penny I found I sent to 
Shelly and asked her to send 
it to a classmate asking for an 
update. No email; a personal 
outreach, hopefully handwrit-
ten! In turn, the person receiv-
ing the penny should send 
it on to another classmate. I 
will share those notes in the 
upcoming magazines. “Try to 
remember, and if you remem-
ber, then follow….” Let’s see 
where the penny will go.

1984
JuLie Parker
31 East Reid Place
Verona, NJ  07044 
973-857-2142 
ja.parker.silecky@gmail.com 
Next Reunion: 35th, 2019 
(cluster with ’83, ’85)

anne Ziebarth works for the 
International Labour Organi-
zation, Geneva, Switzerland. 
She and her family traveled to 
Iceland in February, searching 
for the Northern Lights. While 
they did not see them, Anne 
said the really cold days and 
crunching snow reminded her 
of St. Lawrence. Her oldest 
daughter is attending high 
school at United World College 
in Costa Rica, and the family 

funds. He spent four years 
at this type of work, which 
included time in Armenia. He 
also traveled in Asia and “loved 
every minute of it.” 

Chris splits his time between 
Woodstock, Vt., and Hingham, 
Mass., with his wife and daugh-
ter, Ashley. He recently de-
cided to give up the corporate 
world and all of the travel it 
involves so as to stay closer to 
home, and has joined Coldwell 
Banker on Beacon Hill, selling 
residential real estate 
in Boston. 

elizabeth M. Magill is leaving the 
Worcester Fellowship, the out-
door church that she started 
eight years ago. It reaches out 
to help homeless and at-risk 
adults in Massachusetts (www.
worcesterfellowship.org). She 
is working on her dissertation 
at Brite Divinity School of Fort 
Worth, Texas, and working 
part-time as the "Minister to 
the Affiliates," supporting the 
leaders of existing outdoor 
churches throughout the 
United States and helping cre-
ate new ones.

scott clark is living in Green-
wich Village and busily 
launching a foreign exchange 
electronic trading platform 
(Ogg Trading LLC) with part-
ner Bloomberg. He had a triple 
SLU connection week: he met 
rob Wallace, in from Nashville 
for a board of directors meet-
ing with his oil and gas storage 
company, Niska Partners, for 
dinner; had lunch the next 
day with steve Lawler, who is 
spreading his wings from Bank 
of New York; then caught up 
with Laura Summers '84 and 
Paul reynolds, who were in the 
City to run a half marathon. 
Scott said that Paul is taking 
a newly created job, fundrais-
ing for St. Lawrence in 
New England, while Lissa scull 
short has accepted a similar 
job covering the New York 
metropolitan area. 

Scott stays in touch with Jeff 
Fisher ’84 and John Gigantelli. 
He has also been working with 
Bob Phinney and Gray Weicker, 

oncologist who does clinical 
and research work on women’s 
cancer. He has been working 
at the Mayo Clinic for his 
entire career while living in 
Rochester, Minn.

Canton resident Bill Brown 
spent much of last summer 
trying to catch a woodchuck 
that had moved into his gar-
den. He teamed up with his 
daughter to relocate 21 chip-
munks to the SLU Kip Tract. 
He recalled working with Jim 
Emerton and Bill Cliby during 
college, completing biological 
surveys with Dr. Crowell. He 
wonders how today’s students 
would account for the unusual 
spike in chipmunk fecundity. 
(To save those of you who did 
not spend much time at that 
end of the campus, fecun-
dity means fruitfulness and 
fertility, the ability to produce 
abundant healthy growth or 
offspring.) Bill teaches envi-
ronmental studies at SUNY 
Potsdam, and volunteers with 
various groups in Canton: Vil-
lage Sustainability Committee, 
Indian Creek Nature Center 
and St. Lawrence Land Trust. 

Lynne Paul Braun lives outside 
of Cincinnati with her husband 
of 28 years, Russell, and their 
five children. An optometrist, 
she was excited to attend the 
St. Lawrence-Miami of Ohio 
hockey game last winter. She 
changed her regional alle-
giance for one night! 

Lynne took her niece on a tour 
of campus last spring. She 
reported, “Downtown Canton 
has not changed a bit. The 
Grasse River was raging and 
welcomed me home. We en-
tered through Romoda Drive. 
Although the snow was melt-
ing and the mud was showing, 
it still was a beautiful sight.” 

christopher Bushing has spent 
many years in financial ser-
vices and consulting. In 1995 
he graduated from Babson’s 
Olin School of Business with 
an MBA. He worked for Price-
waterhouse on a capital mar-
kets development project in 
Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan to 
help create stock exchanges, 
broker-dealers and investment 

truly knew me, and still seem 
to know me well, to like me 
and accept me for who I really 
am. It was a wonderful event 
that renewed my faith in who 
I am and in St. Lawrence.” 

Jill helterline and I traded notes 
about deadlines (I granted her 
an extension). I mentioned 
my pathetic attempt during 
college to gain extra time on 
an econ paper and she re-
sponded, “That is what makes 
us a great class: we always had 
fun, and we always got it done, 
sliding in to home plate a little 
banged up and smiling, while 
swallowing the goldfish, or 
the canary….”

A former class reporter 
checked in. Jim emerton is 
living with his wife in Sterling, 
Mass., about an hour west of 
Boston. Jim spent 15 years 
in the scientific and medical 
publishing business and now 
is a paramedic working for the 
local fire department. He says 
you should not do anything 
you wouldn't want to explain 
to a paramedic. He thought 
it might make a great college 
credo. Jim also serves as his 
town’s emergency manager 
and public information officer. 
He still has family in the North 
Country; his brother Jon ’88 is 
a physician in Watertown. 

terry reilly has been success-
ful with his colorectal surgery 
practice and enjoyed training 
alongside Bill cliby when he 
was in Minnesota. Terry was 
president of the medical staff 
in a 650-physician network 
and mentioned how apprecia-
tive he is to SLU for his public 
speaking ability. Terry is most 
proud of his wife, Jeanne, and 
their three children. His two 
oldest passed on the idea of 
attending SLU, so he has one 
more chance at a Chip. The 
family lives in Bethlehem, Pa., 
but he gets to the North Coun-
try a few times a year.

Bill keeps in regular contact 
with Jim Emerton, Bill Brown 
and Terry. He is a gynecologic 

http://handbags.com/
mailto:kcoppola3@verizon.net
mailto:joyskates@aol.com
mailto:caryk@optonline.net
mailto:keigher@mac.com
mailto:ja.parker.silecky@gmail.com
http://worcesterfellowship.org/
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karyn edwards niles took a trip 
to Cancun in January with ani 
reed Walker, darcy sandleitner 
adiletta, amy Fitzgerald Fiorito, 
holly Joel Mudd, and Megan 
Champney Meagher ’91. As 
the photo on page 57
suggests, they had a fabulous 
time relaxing, dancing, laugh-
ing and eating.

At the end of January, 
Karyn and husband Dick ’87 
gathered in D.C. with fellow 
Laurentians to watch SLU beat 
Clarkson in men’s hockey. Also 
at the gathering were rob eng-
lish, tom taylor, Chris Galanty 
’91 (who had just married his 
partner Jim), Sara Norman 

ried to Tim Lappin '88, lives 
in the Chicago area. Tim and 
Peter Lappin ’88 both played 
hockey at St. Lawrence, and 
now their sons play Division 
I hockey together for Brown 
University (and against SLU!). 
Cathy and Tim recently 
caught up with teammates 
Brian McColgan ’88 and Scott 
Nickerson ’86, as well as 
retired men’s hockey coach 
Joe Marsh, at a St. Lawrence-
Brown game in Providence. 

Brent reinhardt and his family 
love living in Bozeman, Mont., 
where he works for Montana 
State University as a scholar-
ship and enrollment officer in 
the Army ROTC department. 
 
tom hall has taken on a new 
job after 25 years in the federal 
government, including 21 years 
in the Army. He is the supervi-
sor for children’s ski programs 
at Sugarbush Resort’s Ski and 
Ride School in Warren, Vt.

kristen snyder vogel, new prin-
cipal of Tewksbury Memorial 
High School in Massachusetts, 
was featured in an article in 
the Tewksbury Town Crier. She 
understands the importance 
of using a hands-on approach 
to make connections with 
her students, so on a Friday 
afternoon in February, she 
surprised the school’s varsity 
hockey team by joining them 
on the ice for practice. Kristen, 
who played hockey at St. 
Lawrence, has 25 years of 
experience as a teacher and an 
administrator, having worked 
at The Governor’s Academy, 

where Doug is an appraiser 
and auctioneer of fine art and 
antiques for his family’s auc-
tion house. They regularly see 
Bill and sue stewart Pribis, who 
live in Concord, N.H.  Doug is a 
member of the Board of Trust-
ees of the Sagamore Institute 
in the Adirondacks, aka Great 
Camp Sagamore and originally 
the Vanderbilt family’s private 
camp complex. He is the 
auctioneer for their annual 
auction during the first week-
end in August, an event that 
Bobby Lawrence showed 
up at a few years ago. The 
Stinsons’ annual pilgrimage 
to the North Country includes 
visiting the Thousand Islands, 
Saranac Lake and the 
St. Lawrence campus.

tom denham earned his 
doctoral degree in education 
and runs Careers in Transition 
LLC, a private career counsel-
ing and motivational speaking 
practice in Albany.

richard Wright lives in Montego 
Bay, Jamaica, and is the gener-
al manager/owner of Milbrooks 
Resort Jamaica. A group of 
St. Lawrence students stayed 
there recently while on a geol-
ogy field trip.

1989
deBBie Burdette ritter
525 Moorefield Road
Springfield, OH  45502
937-399-2516
dritter1989@yahoo.com
Next Reunion: 30th, 2020
(cluster with ’90, ’91)
cathy Lum Lappin, who is mar-

development specialist with a 
computer training and consult-
ing firm. Jon and Paula have a 
son, William, who is applying 
to colleges, including SLU. 

Sadly, we say goodbye to 
Bill Gerrie, who passed away 
December 16, 2014. Bill and 
his brother Michael Gerrie were 
hockey players. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Dianne, and 
daughters Kimberly, Alyssa 
and Lauren. 

1988
susie soMerviLLe 
sWindeLL
173 Weed Street
New Canaan, CT  06840
203-966-4695
stlawrence88@optimum.net
Next Reunion: 30th, 2017 
(cluster with ’86, ’87)

John dent, his wife, Lane, and 
their two children have been 
living in San Francisco since 
1996. John works in the high-
tech sector. They are enjoy-
ing their home again after 
completing a long renovation 
project. The Dents head back 
East a few times a year and 
keep in regular touch with fel-
low Sigma Chi’s randall attix, 
chris Gammill and their families.

doug stinson, Claire Conti 
Stinson ’87 and their 12-year-
old son live in Lincoln, Mass., 

The gathering included East 
College residents Mary Beth 
clary sheridan, kathy Mcnulty, 
June Bertrand silay (via skype) 
and Dick Niles. Mary Beth and 
Kristin see quite a bit of one 
another as they have adjacent 
offices at the Environmental 
Protection Agency.

In 2014, after eight years of 
fieldwork and five years of 
Ph.D. studies, Lucy keith diagne 
graduated with her doctor-
ate from the University of 
Florida College of Veterinary 
Medicine, where she focused 
on phylogenetics and feed-
ing ecology of the African 
manatee. In March, Lucy and 
husband Tomas moved back 
to Senegal, where he is from 
and she had worked since 
2009. She intends to continue 
her African manatee research 
and conservation projects 
and lead an African researcher 
network in 18 countries 
while Tomas works with 
African turtles and tortoises 
throughout the continent. 
Together they run a non-profit 
research and conservation or-
ganization, the African Aquatic 
Conservation Fund. 

Jon skelly is living in Michigan 
with his wife, Paula schofield 
skelly. Jon has been working 
in the automotive industry for 
the last 13 years and has even 
dabbled in a mix of patent law 
and manufacturing. A month 
ago, he happily accepted a job 
managing a small engineering 
group. Paula is a training and 

Christine and their son Julian 
moved to Maryland, where he 
is senior scientific programmer 
with SAIC (Science Applica-
tions International Corpora-
tion), working with Earth 
Observing System satellites for 
NASA with the Ocean Biology 
Processing Group. Rick says 
they just secured the $800 
million PACE (Pre-Aerosol, 
Clouds, and Ocean Ecosys-
tem) mission due to launch in 
2017 or 2018.

Lynne Greabell and her family 
recently relocated from Silver 
Spring, Md., to Albany, N.Y., 
where her husband got a job 
at the New York State Mu-
seum. She is working for the 
University at Albany School of 
Public Health Center for Public 
Health Continuing Education. 
She recently visited with karen 
hedman kirstein, who lives 
in Schenectady, N.Y., and kristin 
Fitzgerald, who stopped by 
on her way to visit family 
in the area. 

Kristin, who lives in Falls 
Church, Va., hosted a going-
away party last summer for 
Lynne and Laura tate Beltran, 
who moved to Kalamazoo, 
Mich., at about the same time. 

rosemary shea-cobb, left, and 
Melissa chase also met up for 
some skiing, on March 1 at 
the Craftsbury Nordic Center 
in northern Vermont. These 
former Out House residents 
had a lot and of catching up to 
do: Rosemary is married with 
three children living in West-
ford, Vt., while Melissa lives 
and works in New York City.  
 
Mayela calabria harris recently 
retired from her very reward-
ing work in hospice care, 
which she did for 17 years. 
“Hospice teaches you to enjoy 
life while you can, so I am tak-
ing some time away from work 
to make sure I do some things 
I love, and then I will explore 
what I would like to do for the 
next chapter of my life,” she 
wrote. “It's both terrifying and 
exhilarating at the same time.” 

In 2007, after working at the 
Woods Hole Oceanographic 
Institution for 13 years doing 
research on climate, rick healy 
married, moved to Rhode 
Island and began work with 
climate models at the NASA 
Goddard Institute for Space 
Studies in New York City. 
In November, Rick, his wife 

Swampscott High School 
and Bedford High School, 
all in Massachusetts.

alex kirby taylor asked me 
to remind everyone to check 
out the St. Lawrence Universi-
ty Class of 1989 page on Face-
book. Keep the news coming, 
either through the Facebook 
page, email or snail mail.  
Enjoy the summer!

1990
Lynne GiLBert aGoston
7000 Sulky Lane
Rockville, MD 20852
301-881-8331
lgilb1968@hotmail.com
Next Reunion: 25th, June 2-5, 
2016 (cluster with ’91, ’92) 

Jeff yun ’88, Matt Bailey ’88, carl Montante ’88 and Mark taylor ’87 
reunited last winter on Marco Island, Fla., where they fished, 
went paddle boarding, and played beach volleyball. Present 
but not pictured were Jeff's wife, Becky rock ’88, and her 
Chi O sisters.

WeddinGs
We celebrate new beginnings

1: Ben Burds ’11 and courtney kuno ’12 , 
   August 30, 2014, Long Lake, Ny. 
2: ashley nadean sykes ’11 and Gabrielle 
    clover ’11, April 19, 2013, Baldwinsville, Ny.
 

3: Julia Jones '08 and Brandon Natale, 
    August 30, 2014, Breckenridge, CO. 
4: kamal sharma ’97 and Sanjay Ramachandani, 
     August 9, 2014.

1 43

2
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and is working on a new 
blog for a Youtube cooking 
channel. Check out her web-
site www.chefrebekah.com. 

kamal sharma, practicing 
hematologist/oncologist, mar-
ried Sanjay Ramachandani, a 
graduate of Rutgers Univer-
sity and Medical School, last 
August. At their wedding were 
professional colleague ndegwa 
njuguna, a hematologist/oncol-
ogist in Washington State, and 
Kamal's brother, Manish Sharma 
'92, who recently started his 
own hospital in Florida. 

and CGI visual solutions for the 
kitchen and bath industry. 

tayt Brooks and wife Nancy 
welcomed their first child, 
Anna, last October 8. Anna 
is already enjoying Saints 
hockey; she made the trip to 
Lake Placid to cheer on the 
men in the ECAC champion-
ships in March. 

rebekah abrams finished her 
most successful winter ever. 
Along with monthly TV ap-
pearances in Utah, she was 
a guest chef for the National 
Ability Center's annual Red 
White and Snow fundraiser, 

1997
kerri WiLLiaMs skidMore
400 Fingar Rd.
Hudson, NY 12534
(h) 518-828-0842
(c) 518-567-9940
kerriwill25@hotmail.com
Next Reunion: 20th, 2018 (clus-
ter with ’98, ’99)
 
We have such a great class! 
So many of us are achieving 
greatness, and I love to hear 
how well many of us stay in 
touch with fellow alumni. 

Laura Ballentine Ferris authored 
and published a children's 
book this past fall, Little Sally's 
Big Light. She has been doing 
readings in NYC, sharing her 
book and the message of 
finding good in one another. 
Laura shared a lot of laughs 
with Liz soule Murray '98, Pam 
anderson and dave Murray last 
November in Boston, and ran 
into Pat Sweeney '98 on a trip 
to Jamaica early last March. 

kelley Bordeleau Lamb started 
a new position at Middlebury 
College, working in the Office 
of Advancement as the donor 
relations events manager. 
The new job brings the Lamb 
family to the Champlain Valley, 
from Central Vermont. 

todd Parker recently joined 
The Shadowlight Group. He’s a 
creative sales consultant, spe-
cializing in photography, video 

in the winter issue. Maeve’s 
middle name is Elena. My 
apologies to Matt and wife 
Anne Marie Reynolds ’94
—and especially to Maeve!

c. “alix” timko recently joined 
Children's Hospital of Philadel-
phia as a member of the Eat-
ing Disorder Assessment and 
Treatment Program. She is 
one of the clinical psycholo-
gists, splitting her time be-
tween clinical work (treating 
adolescents with anorexia 
nervosa) and research, which 
also focuses on anorexia—un-
derstanding risk factors, pre-
dictors of treatment outcome, 
and developing and refining 
treatments. “I still teach oc-
casionally,” she says. “I give 
lectures on eating disorders to 
medical students and am ac-
tively involved in the hospital's 
training program for psychol-
ogy externs and interns.”

Alix says she was able to 
combine her German and 
psychology double major 
by publishing two books in 
German on the treatment of 
anorexia. Her daughter, Lucy, 
14, speaks Spanish, is learning 
Chinese and wants to start 
learning German. Sarah, 10, “is 
a budding artist, focusing on 
improving her skills with 
still-life drawings.” 

Hope everyone else is well!

Julie showed me some of the 
jewelry that she has designed, 
and it is so beautiful.  

Turns out Joey Gigliotti could 
be lured away from NYC. He 
took a job in Boston and other 
than the insane amount of 
snow last winter, the town is 
treating him just right. 

doug Woodbury tells me that 
he works for an LA-based 
event planning company and 
went to Italy last year for work.  

chris daley's oldest son, 
Jack, is in the St. Lawrence 
Class of 2019!

I love living in Birmingham, 
Ala. The South is a great place 
to be. Mark Mascotte came to 
town for the Alabama-Auburn 
football game, but there were 
120,000 people there, so I did 
not see him. Maybe next time....

1996
tanya r. Parrott
9712 Handerson Place, #405
Manassas Park, VA 20111
571-292-1072
tanyareads@yahoo.com 
Next Reunion: 25th, 2022
(cluster with ’97, ’98)

This installment begins with 
an apology.  I inadvertently 
mistyped Matt Lyndaker’s 
daughter’s middle name when 
I reported news of her birth 

Development Committee. 
Please email me if you have 
news to share.

1992
carey FLynn thoMasson
7 Clubview Drive
Birmingham, AL 35223
205 423-9190 (Home)
careythomasson@gmail.com
 Next Reunion: 25th, June 2-5, 
2016 (cluster with ’90, ’91)
 
I have taken the reins from Lisa 
kiene as class reporter. If you 
have something you want to 
share with the class, please 
email me at the address above. 
It's funny: in this age of social 
media we can all find out so 
easily what is going on with 
one another that it almost 
seems silly to print it, but 
I like traditions.

Tiffany Nelson Allan ’96 and 
I spent five days in Naples, 
Fla., laughing and catching 
up. Tiffany is an art dealer in 
Greenwich, Conn., and has an 
amazing eye if you need art for 
your house or office. 

susannah cahill, kim tewksbury 
eisenberg, chris and Julie Bal-
lentine Peter, chris and hilary 
auchincloss Wittmann and I all 
went to Little Compton, R.I., 
for Marjorie “Mimi” emery’s 
amazing wedding to a won-
derful man, Jamie McLeary.  

1991
ken PoLk
34 Rana Court
Williamsville NY 14221
716-830-6438 (cell)
716-626-6120 (work)
Fax: 716-626-6099
kenpolk8791@msn.com
Next Reunion: 25th, June 2-5, 
2016 (cluster with ’90, ’92)

Don’t forget that one year 
from now we’ll have our 25th 
cluster reunion, along with the 
Classes of ’90 and ’92.  Be on 
the lookout in the next few 
months for ways to get in-
volved in the Reunion Planning 
Committee or the Reunion 

’88, Katie Clune ’89, Alison 
Spokany Dagnes ’91 and 
Andy Smith ’91.

Karyn also had fun catching up 
with Sarah Lindsay Watkins ’91 
in Tysons Corner, Va., and ran 
into Jennifer curley reichert
 in February. 

I hope you all are having a 
great summer. I’m looking 
forward to seeing many of 
you at our 25th reunion 
June 2–5, 2016!

1:  Jenny Mcaleese ’07 and Jason Hubbard, 
    February 15, 2015, Lake Placid, Ny. 
2: ian clarke-Fisher ’05 and madeline Donahue, 
    may 31, 2014, marfa, TX.  

3: alex Moore ’05 and Amber Sheldon, 
    August 23, 2014, Greenwich, CT. 
4: rebecca riegelhaupt '08 and scott smith ’08, 
    January 17, 2014, New york City, Ny.  

21

4

3

Laurentian classmates and friends got together in Alta, Utah, 
last March for some skiing and conviviality. Top from left are 
John Butsch ’88, Mike stewart ’93, erik diPaolo ’88, karl spaeth ’88 
and Pete Jette ’88, while bottom row from left are nick stevenson 
’88, Mike Mcclaren ’88, Bryan swift ’88 and Pete Wieland ’91.

Friends from the Class of 1990 (plus one from ’91) enjoyed the 
ambience of Cancun, Mexico, last January. For details, see the 
’90 class report.

For details, check the respective Class Notes.
We publish wedding photos that meet our 
technical requirements on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Those that do not appear in 
this issue may be scheduled for a future one.

http://www.chefrebekah.com/
mailto:kerriwill25@hotmail.com
mailto:tanyareads@yahoo.com
mailto:careythomasson@gmail.com
mailto:kenpolk8791@msn.com
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bard on February 14 in Lake 
Placid, N.Y. They started dating 
the summer after she gradu-
ated, when they met while 
working in the same restau-
rant in Lake Placid. “We had a 
beautiful winter wonderland 
wedding, and were thank-
ful that the temperature rose 
above zero on our wedding 
day,” she commented. tahire 
edirisinghe was a bridesmaid 
and April Spearance ’08, Tiffa-
ny Spoor ’08 and David Nicola 
’75 were also there. Jenny and 
Jason are settling in to their 
new home in Saranac Lake.

My former Delta roommate 
Jenni sullivan is living in Seattle 
and has graduated from USC 
with her master’s in social 
work, concentrating on military 
service members, veterans and 
families. “I still love living here 
and am reconnecting with 
none other than Justine Peters 
Stover ’05,” she said. “We get 
together as often as we can 
and it's so great having her 
close by!”

ashley abare Barth and hus-
band Joe ’06 are first-time 

Hello, Class of 2004!  I’m 
thrilled to once again be your 
class reporter. Many, many 
thanks to rachel Peterson Miller 
for the amazing work she did 
during the past seven years. 
I’ve enjoyed reading about the 
careers and lives so many of 
you have gone on to achieve, 
but there are still lots of you 
who haven’t been featured 
in this column yet, so let’s 
change that! Please drop me a 
line, even if you are just saying 
hello. I’m also on Facebook 
and LinkedIn, so feel free to 
connect with me through 
social media. I look forward to 
hearing from you!

2007
MeGan Bernier
3 Mildon Road
Canton, NY 13617
404-617-7851 (cell)
megan.bernier@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 10th, 2017
(cluster with ’06, ’08)

News trickled in this spring, 
but the updates I received 
were great! Jenny Mcaleese 
hubbard married Jason Hub-

tion (they service local super 
markets and restaurants in the 
NYC area). She’s also a direc-
tor at a NYC homeless shelter.   

ed Forbes continues to soldier 
on in journalism. He is manag-
ing editor of LoHud and The 
Journal News in White Plains, 
N.Y., overseeing all things 
digital and all things related to 
production of the daily news-
paper. He and Emily Hunt ’04 
continue to be entertained by 
their daughter, Caroline, who 
will be 2 in September. Ed gets 
to Canton regularly, and will 
be on campus some 20 times 
during his term as president of 
the Alumni Association, whose 
centennial will be noted in the 
next issue. 

2003
MeGan WaLsh hakeWiLL
33 Jessica Trace 
Wilton, NY  12831
315-250-1448 (cell)
meganhakewill@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 15th, 2019 
(cluster with ’04, ’05)

Megan Walsh hakewill is your 
new class reporter. Please 
send her your news at the 
contacts above.

2004
Jackie roy haLLock
4 Moreau Way
Plattsburgh, NY 12903
(518) 570-5404
jacquelinehallock@gmail.com 
Next Reunion: 15th, 2019 
(cluster with ’03, ’05)

band Bill Warburton in Bend, 
Ore. He is the cycling director 
for the Bend Endurance 
Academy, a non-profit that 
they founded six years ago. 
They provide development 
programs for cycling, Nordic 
skiing and rock climbing.  She 
coaches all three disciplines, 
mostly with the younger age 
groups. They welcomed little 
William Aden Warburton in 
January. He's the seventh Wil-
liam Warburton in the family. 
Their biggest travel adventure 
lately has been serving as 
ski guides at a small resort in 
Norway for a few weeks dur-
ing the winter. They took this 
winter off with the new baby, 
but may head overseas again 
next winter. 

After working at SUNY Brock-
port for eight years, Gretchen 
sudol Briscoe accepted a 
position as the director of 
graduate enrollment for the 
arts, sciences and engineering 
programs at the University of 
Rochester in April 2014. They 
welcomed a second daugh-
ter, Beatrix “Trixie” Violet, on 
November 20, 2014. 

charissa Bernagozzi Bixler and 
her husband Tim welcomed 
a baby girl, Addison Paige, to 
their family on January 20, 
2015. Their son, Brayden, is lov-
ing his new role as big brother. 

Zulay Mateo and her husband, 
Jose Burgos, have a com-
mercial refrigeration company 
called ABZ Castillo Refrigera-

the Tilghman-On-Chesapeake 
Yacht Club. Several SLU 
friends were in attendance, 
including danielle epstein Pe-
terson, Alex Peterson '00, katie 
Fitzgibbons hoek, Matt Hoek 
'01, Meghan Weyrens kuhn, Dave 
Kuhn '00, heather Lanigan, 
sarah Fogler Little, Brigid hayes 
Zeoli, tia rabine schiavoni, cha-
rissa Bernagozzi Bixler, 
tim Bixler and Meg Babcock 
keller. The bride is the legal 
recruiting manager for the 
NYC office of an international 
law firm, Cooley LLP. 

Mary hall sexton is a middle 
school counselor at Northern 
Adirondack Middle School. 
The energy of middle school 
students always makes for in-
teresting days! She and Frank 
have two kids, Robbie and 
Cetta, two dogs and two 
cats and “enjoy our little 
life in our corner of the 
Adirondack Park.”

Megan Gela cherubino, Chi O 
alumna, was expecting her 
second child in April; her first 
turned 2 in January.  She is 
wrapping up her tenth year 
teaching in inner-city schools 
outside of Albany, N.Y. 

valerie Berner lives in down-
town Rochester and is a men-
tal health clinician and visual 
artist (acrylic paintings). She 
has a website for her artwork: 
www.valerieberner.com.  

Brenna knowles lives with hus-

National Youth Services. He 
said the project has helped to 
both improve living conditions 
and reduce youth crime.

2002
MeGhan MaGuire tooMey
PO Box 134
Kents Hill, ME  04349
(508) 274-7236
mtoomey@kentshill.org 
Next Reunion: 15th, June 2-5, 
2016 (cluster with ’00, ’01)

The class of 2002 has been 
busy! Thank you to katie 
evereth for all of her time and 
dedication to our previous 
class reportings! 

I am associate director of ad-
missions at Kents Hill School, a 
boarding college prep school 
in Maine. Michael and I 
welcomed our second daugh-
ter, Maia, on May 1, 2014. Mad-
die, 2.5, loves being a 
big sister! I love coaching the 
girls’ ice hockey team and 
still run marathons. 

Jen LaMay harrison had her first 
baby on November 4, 2014, 
Valena Penelope Harrison. 
Jen was married on Novem-
ber 28, 2014. It was a Vegas 
elopement, so no SLU picture 
to submit!

kit Whaley was married to Jon 
Tumas on September 27, 2014, 
in Tilghman Island, Md., where 
the bride's family has a bay 
house. The bluegrass wedding 
took place at historic St. John's 
Chapel and festivities contin-
ued waterside under a tent at 

does all come back to SLU, 
it's an organization that I 
first encountered while doing 
a summer program with 
St. Lawrence.” 

Last December, Jeff o’donnell 
graduated from the University 
of Vermont with his M.S. in 
Natural Resources. His thesis 
examined public discourses 
regarding major conservation 
projects in the Adirondacks. “I 
am enjoying living in Burling-
ton, Vt., and recently met up 
with Josh Kelly ’01 in Mont-
pelier, Vt., to discuss environ-
mental careers in the Green 
Mountain State,” he said.

2001
BridGette hoLMes 
GaLLaGher
15 Congress Avenue
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
518-727-4527
bridgegallagher@gmail.com 
Next Reunion: 15th, June 2-5, 
2016 (cluster with ’00, ’02)

ken okoth, a former McCurdy-
Sprague trustee, was featured 
in a BBC World Services article 
on the continued cleanup of 
the Kibera slums in Nairobi. 
Okoth, a Kenyan member of 
parliament, discussed the in-
frastructure improvement proj-
ect that has employed 3,500 
youths as part of Kenya's 

2000
Joe kerPer
8156 Centaur Drive
Evergreen, CO 80439 
303-674-3181
sLu2000notes@mac.com
Next Reunion: 15th, June 2-5, 
2016 (cluster with ’01, ’02)

Recently roused from a Class 
Notes update stasis that began 
upon graduation, chris stolz 
says that he has been working 
in international development 
for the last 12+ years. He wrote, 
“After spending four years in 
Kinshasa, in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, my spouse 
emily Brotherton (Kenya pro-
gram Fall '99, which is how we 
met) and I moved to Freetown, 
Sierra Leone, in March 2013. 
That lasted until August of 
2014, when the Ebola outbreak 
started to really spiral out of 
control, at which point my 
project went into something of 
a hibernation mode and 
we, like most expatriates who 
were working on things other 
than Ebola response, were 
advised to leave the country. 
Which we did.” 

Chris is now working in 
Asheville, N.C., as the direc-
tor of finance and operations 
for the Dogwood Alliance, a 
“medium-size environmental 
organization working on forest 
protection issues and, in one of 
those marvelous small-world 
coincidences that occasion-
ally make us think that it really 

1: Braidy estevez ’11 and kailey Pestka ’11 , 
   September 22, 2014, Happy valley, OR.
2: ryan Wolfe '09 and alyssa Magoon '09, 
    September 6, 2014, wilton, NH.

2

Biggs: Brandi Bickel ’03 and Kurt, a daughter, vivienne Marie, Jan. 8, 2014.
Bixler: tim ’02 and charissa Bernagozzi ’02, a daughter, addison Paige,
   Jan. 20, 2015. 
Briscoe: Gretchen sudol ’02 and Nate, a daughter, Beatrix violet Briscoe, 
   Nov. 20, 2014.
Brooks: tayt ’97 and Nancy, a daughter, anna, Oct. 8, 2014. 
harrison: Jen LaMay ’02, a daughter, valena Penelope harrison, 
   Nov. 4, 2014. 
Martiny: kate underwood ’03 and Tom Martiny, twin girls, caddis ireland 
Martiny and sophie tyne Martiny, June 13, 2014. 
toomey: Michael and Meghan Maguire ’02, a daughter, Maia, May 1, 2014.
Warburton: Bill ’02 and Brenna knowles ’02, a son, William aden 
   Warburton, January 2015.

Future Laurentians
The Scarlet and Brown’s next generation

1

No Notes?
Classes that do not appear either did not receive any 
news, or lack a class reporter. To submit news, find 
your class reporter’s contact information by 
visiting alumni.stlawu.edu/classnotes and clicking 
on the appropriate decade. To volunteer to be a class 
reporter, contact Joe Keniston, jkeniston@stlawu.edu 
or 315-229-1858.

WaNt US to PUbLiSh a PictUre?

we will publish, on a space-available basis, pictures of alumni weddings 
and legal civil unions, gatherings promotions and other activities.

*    images must be in jpg format at a minimum 300 dpi and 4 x 5 inches. 
   if they are  smaller, expect to be asked to resubmit them! 
   Send them to Neal Burdick, nburdick@stlawu.edu (315-229-5560).

*   we cannot use links to photos from sites such as Kodak Gallery and 
   Snapfish,  or to newspaper web sites that charge. we also cannot 
   accept photos taken on a cell phone.

* Please provide caption information: who, what, where, when.

*   We reserve the right to reject images for any reason, including, but not 
limited to,  poor quality, lack of space, inappropriate gestures and what 

  we determine is excessive presence of alcohol.
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http://www.valerieberner.com/
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and nine parents. When she’s 
not teaching, she’s travel-
ing around Thailand, island-
hopping and visiting other 
countries in Asia. In December, 
Catie plans to go to New Zea-
land and South Africa, but will 
return to Thailand afterward.

natasha Bell wrote, “After 
living in New York City for a 
year after graduation, I have 
accepted a position as a 
full-time program assistant 
with Booster Enterprises, 
Raleigh, N.C. I will be working 
in elementary schools to raise 
funds while teaching students 
about fitness, leadership and 
character. One of my room-
mates in North Carolina will 
be casey koch.”

2015
kara McduFFee
246 Swartlick Road
Owego, NY 13827
607-727-6114
khmcdu11@stlawu.edu
Next Reunion: 5th, 2020 
(cluster with ’14, ’16)

Congratulations, Class of 2015! 
kara Mcduffee is your reporter 
to this magazine.  Please send 
her your news of new jobs, 
get-togethers, relocations and 
whatever you think your class-
mates would like to know.

Graduate 
ProGraMs
Gary e. kroLikoWski M’77
4380 Lakeshore Drive
Castile, NY 14427
585-237-6168
gkrolikowski@yahoo.com

Word has been received of 
the death in February of Ben 
Gingold M’60 of Tupper Lake 
and Florida.

connecting with one of her 
host families from her study 
abroad experience.

Madeline’s former host father 
shared Madeline’s love for 
France with a reporter who 
became interested in learning 
more about what brought her 
back. In May 2014, Madeline 
recorded her answers for the 
interviewer. She spoke about 
her interest in the French lan-
guage and culture, her experi-
ence through the St. Lawrence 
program, her host family, 
and her time in France as a 
teaching assistant.

Just a few months ago the 
article was posted on the 
website of Paris-Normandie, a 
regional newspaper. You can 
read it at http://www.paris-nor-
mandie.fr/detail_communes/
articles/2286072/en-terre-d-
adoption#.VQs212YflRl.

2014
stePhanie eLdon
PO Box 396
Dorset, VT 05251
603-380-4641
stephanieeldon@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 5th, 2020 
(cluster with ’15, ’16)

After SLU, thomas deatly went 
to the Connecticut School of 
Broadcasting at Habsbrouck 
Heights, where he studied 
radio and television broadcast-
ing. He is working for Ultimate 
Swim Shop. 

Back on the African conti-
nent, allison Paludi is teaching 
English at a teacher-trainer 
institute in Dakar, Senegal, 
for her Fulbright Scholarship 
until October. 

Congrats to katie heil for 
finishing her baccalaureate 
accelerated track program in 
the Decker School of Nurs-
ing at SUNY Binghamton and 
graduating with a Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing in May. 

caitlin Mcdonald Matson is 
living in Surat Thani, Thailand, 
teaching English at a Mommy 
and Me class for nine students 

Paul Massey iii is featured in an 
April 27 Wall Street Journal 
article, “A Real-Estate Scion 
Makes His Own Way.” You can 
read the story at http://www.
my-property-report.com/
articles/a-real-estate-scion-
makes-his-own-way.

ashley nadean sykes and 
Gabrielle clover wed on April 
19, 2013, at Grace Episcopal 
Church in Baldwinsville, N.Y. 
(There’s a picture somewhere 
in these pages.) “We met our 
very first day of our pre-
freshman year, both being part 
of HEOP,” Ashley says. “We 
are the definition of the HEOP 
motto: HEOP WORKS. Both 
being from lower socio-eco-
nomic families and the LGBT 
community, we have worked 
very hard to obtain an educa-
tion and the right to marry.” 
They live in Potsdam, where 
Gabby works at Clarkson while 
Ashley is enrolled in the mental 
health counseling master’s de-
gree program at St. Lawrence.

2013
Brittany Moten
225 West End Avenue
Apt#25
New York, NY 10023
858-444-7298
brittm31@aol.com
Next Reunion: 5th, 2017 
(cluster with ’11, ’12)

Congratulations to Britton 
Weber, who will begin 
her journey through dental 
school in August. Britton 
will be attending Maurice H. 
Kornberg School of Dentistry 
at Temple University. 

Madeline Poole, an alumna of 
the St. Lawrence University 
France program, had the op-
portunity to live in Évreux, 
France, from October 2013 to 
May 2014. She was an English 
language teaching assistant 
and had the pleasure of re-

amy clemens opened a new 
private practice, True North 
Acupuncture, in lower 
Manhattan’s financial district, 
earlier this year. Check out 
her hard work at www.true-
northacu.com.

2009
cassie couGhLin
4 Prince St. Apt 5
 Boston MA   02113
802-779-3623
cassandracoughlin@gmail.
  com
Next Reunion: 10th, 2019
(cluster with ’10, ’11)

ryan Wolfe and alyssa Magoon 
married September 6, 2014, 
at Curtis Farm in Wilton, N.H.  
Laurentians in attendance 
were taylor Mcelligott, aimee 
clinkhammer, angela Lathwell 
’08, Michael trumbower, russell 
hendrick, christopher Judge, 
nigel Fellman Greene, Elizabeth 
Reed ’10 and Gregory Wolfe 
’12.  Fun by all! 

2010
Joshua Johnson
656 9th Street, NE
Washington, DC   20002
716-499-3016 (cell)
joshua.david.johnson16@
gmail.com
Next Reunion: 5th, 2017 
(cluster with ’08, ’09)

Just a short update this time; 
be sure to continue sending 
me any news that you have!  
tara Johnson reached out to let 
everyone know that she got 
engaged to classmate christian 
Lopez last November. They are 
enjoying living in New York 
City and are planning for their 
spring 2016 wedding. 

2011
For information about becoming 
a reporter for this class, please con-
tact Joe Keniston ’05, 315-229-
1858 or jkeniston@stlawu.edu.
Next Reunion: 5th, 2017 
(cluster with ’12, ’13)

kendra horton Peaslee recently 
took a job as interim direc-
tor of emergency services 
for LRGHealthcare in New 
Hampshire. She has direct 
oversight of two emergency 
departments as well as an Ur-
gent Care Center, emergency 
preparedness for the organiza-
tion, and EMS Coordinator/
relations. “It's keeping me 
quite busy along with two little 
ones,” she said. “I find myself 
thankful every day for the 
broad education provided 
by St. Lawrence!”

the Laurentians in Residence 
panel, where she offered 
advice and met with students 
interested in pursuing a similar 
career path to hers. Kat is a re-
porter for InsideClimate News, 
covering the intersection of 
environmental science, politics 
and policy, with an emphasis 
on climate change. She is co-
author of the book Bloom-
berg's Hidden Legacy: Climate 
Change and the Future of New 
York City (InsideClimate News, 
2013) and has contributed 
print and multimedia work to 
Popular Science, Audubon, 
OnEarth and The Scientist. 

lacrosse teams. Somehow in 
between all that, she complet-
ed her master’s in international 
education at SIT Graduate 
Institute. To top it all off, she 
recently got engaged! “Robin 
Liston, a physician assistant, 
and I will be married at a sum-
mer camp in New Hampshire 
in the fall,” she said. “My sister 
Meagan Mellow Millar ’04 will 
be my matron of honor and 
erin Mcdermott sweetser will be 
one of my bridesmaids.”

kat Bagley Maher returned 
to campus in February for 

homeowners and love living in 
Arizona thanks to the weather, 
the places to explore and 
things to experience. Joe is a 
senior consultant for Neude-
sic and has become chapter 
leader for a local SQL Server 
database users group. Joe 
and Ashley coordinated a 
nationwide conference for this 
nonprofit organization 
in February. 

erin Mellow finished her sev-
enth year working at Kimball 
Union Academy, where she 
teaches math and coaches 
the varsity field hockey and 

haBari Gani?
swahili for “What’s the news?”

Megan reeve ’05 (KSP spring ’04) visits the David Shel-
drick Wildlife Trust outside of Nairobi National Park on 
a recent trip to Kenya. See this column for more on her 
work and travels.

A recent National Public Radio story on students’ use of 
technology while studying abroad featured an interview 
with KSP Co-Director Wairimu Ndirangu. The segment 
originally aired on Vermont Public Radio last fall.
In March, the U.S. State Department’s Bureau of Intel-
ligence and Research invited Kristin McKie, assistant pro-
fessor of African studies and government, to participate in 
an analytic exchange on presidential term limits in Africa 
in Washington, D.C.

U.S. Senator Chris Coons (D-Del), a spring ’84 KSP 
alumnus and chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Subcommittee on African Affairs, was part of the official 
U.S. delegation which visited Kenya in April.

Megan reeve ’05 (KSP spring ’04) went to Nairobi in 
January with the Institute of Medicine’s Neuroscience 
Forum. They organized a workshop on mental health and 
substance abuse disorders in sub-Saharan Africa. “It was a 
great location to think about combining traditional healing 
and western medicine in reducing stigma and addressing 
mental health diagnosis and treatment needs in a new 
government framework,” she said. Megan plans to travel 
to Ghana this summer for a workshop on strengthening 
health systems related to Ebola and global health security.

katie Gauthier donnelly ’04 (KSP fall ’02) and her hus-
band recently moved to New Hampshire, where she is 
director of development at Education For All Children, a 
non-profit organization focusing on education and em-
powerment of Kenyan youth.

amber dodge ’05 (KSP fall ’04) lives in Thornton, N.H. 
and is director of youth programming for the New Eng-
land Nordic Ski Association. She coaches athletes and 
organizes nordic ski events across New England. 

ryan vanderMark '05 (KSP spring '04) has been ac-
cepted into the physician's assistant graduate program 
at Long Island's Stony Brook University. He'll begin his 
studies this summer.

courtney and dan Marchetti (both ’02 and KSP fall ’00) 
are living in Chesterfield, N.H., with their two young chil-
dren.  Dan is the head of school at The Grammar School, a 
pre-K through eighth grade independent school in Putney, 
Vt. Courtney is an advanced practice nurse and runs a 
child/adolescent psychiatry practice in Brattleboro, Vt.

Barrett Miles ’07 (KSP spring ’06) recently moved to 
Boston and is working for the solar energy firm CED 
Greentech East.

Check out the recently launched KSP blog (http://blogs.
stlawu.edu/kenya/)! After each component, students 
compile a collective post reflecting on their experiences 
in Kenya.

As always, your news and photos are welcome. I look 
forward to hearing from you! Tutaonana!

—John Linsley ’04 
(KSP fall ’02)
111 High Street, Apt. 4
Brattleboro, VT 05301
(978) 500-6342
jlinsley@gmail.com
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 Class of 1938 
orville d. “eddie” edwards died on April 
4, 2015, on his boat in Punta Gorda, Fla., 
where he had lived for the last 35 years. 
He was president of the Thelomathesian 
Society and a member of the men’s ten-
nis team, Sigma Alpha Epsilon and the 
Laurentian Singers. He was recognized 
in Omicron Delta Kappa and Who’s Who, 
earning a B.S. in psychology. During World 

War II, he was a captain in the U.S. Army, fighting in Normandy, 
the Rhineland and Belgium. A funeral director, he was also a 
pioneer in the use of fiberglass as a boat-building material. Those 
remembering him are his son and daughter-in-law Jon D. ’65 and 
Judith Pape Edwards ’65, and granddaughter Karyn Edwards 
Niles ’90 and her husband Richard K. Niles ’87. He was preceded 
in death by his wife, Joyce Randall Edwards ’38, in 2000. 

 Class of 1943 
Former Canton, N.Y., businessman and Tick 
Tock restaurant owner anthony “tony” 
scalise died March 17, 2015. His survivors 
include his daughter, Pamela Scalise Roth 
’65. He majored in sociology and was a 
member of Alpha Tau Omega before be-
ing drafted into the U.S. Air Force in 1941. 
He was a staff sergeant until World War 
II’s end. He returned to school and, after 

graduating with the Class of 1948, bought his father’s tavern with 
his brothers and renamed it the Tick Tock Restaurant. He owned 
several businesses and real estate properties throughout the area 
and was very involved with the community. He was proud to sup-
port St. Lawrence and was pleased to have served on a commit-
tee for building Appleton Arena. 

 Class of 1945 
ellis e. Bradford of Syracuse, N.Y., died March 9, 2015. When 
he transferred from Hamilton College to attend the V12 officer 
training program at St. Lawrence, he met Jane Dolan Bradford 
’46, who preceded him in death in 1990. He served in the Pacific 
Theatre in World War II, and, after the war, returned to Hamilton 
College to finish his degree in 1947. He married Jane that year and 
they relocated to Dublin, Ireland, to obtain a second bachelor’s 
degree and a master’s degree from Trinity College. He worked 
briefly in the admissions office at Hamilton and then began a 
banking career that took him and his young family to New York 
City and then overseas. When he retired in 1989 as vice president 
and secretary, he had spent 38 years with Citi. He enjoyed music, 
reading and writing. When he left for college in 1941, his father 
instructed him to be sure to write his mother every week. The 
Sunday letters continued from five continents until his father 
died in 1994.

 Class of 1946 
Wilson v. Marshall of Silver Spring, Md., died December 28, 2014. 
He was a member of Beta Theta Pi and the football team, earning 
a degree in business administration. Remembering him are his 
wife, Marian Barber Marshall ’48, five children, eight grandchildren 
and six great-grandchildren.

 Class of 1947 
Jean Black crutchley of Redmond, Ore., died October 28, 2014. 
She majored in sociology and pledged Kappa Kappa Gamma. Her 
survivors include her husband of 68 years, Edward W. Crutchley 
’47. Part of a large St. Lawrence legacy that spans many genera-
tions, she was the granddaughter of John M. Atwood, Class of 
1882, who became dean of the Theological School in 1914. She 
was preceded in death by her parents, Ruth Atwood Black 1917 
and Malcolm S. Black 1916, and sister Elizabeth Black Cooper ’42. 

 Class of 1949 
carol kirkpatrick spooner M’49 of Greenport, N.Y., died Janu-

ary 25, 2015. She had been a physical education teacher with 
the Shelter Island Public School. She is survived by her husband, 
Class Reporter Richard S. Spooner ’44. 

Geraldine ackler troutwine died April 15, 2015, in Plymouth, 
Mass. She pledged Kappa Delta and earned a degree in business 
administration. She was a bookkeeper for the medical office of 
Hallam G. Young in Glens Falls, N.Y., later retiring to Port Orange, 
Fla., with her husband, Frederick C. Troutwine ’49, who preceded 
her in death in 2004.

 Class of 1950
 vida ragine hill of Oakland, Calif., died March 10, 2015. At St. 
Lawrence, she majored in English and was involved on campus 
with Delta Delta Delta, Chapel Choir, The Hill News, the Riding 
Club and the Admissions Office as a tour guide. She had worked 
as a teacher. Her husband, A. Edward Hill ’50, predeceased her. 
Walter kidde ii of Hobe Sound, Fla., died July 21, 2014. He was 
an alpine and Nordic skier and tennis player who also sang with 
the Laurentian Singers. His business degree and time with ROTC 
prepared him for the U.S. Army’s 82nd Airborne Division as a 
paratrooper. He worked in construction for his grandfather, who 
invented the fire extinguisher, building the Johnson & Johnson 
plant in Europe where he continued working for the Kidde Corp. 
Barbara schaefer Manning died January 6, 2015, in South Paris, 
Maine. She majored in economics and pledged Alpha Delta Pi. 
Staying active with field hockey and basketball teams, she was 
part of the Gridiron and The Hill News staffs. She married class-
mate Robert L. Manning ’50 and they settled in Boxford, Mass., 
where they raised their son, Robert L. II ’85, and she worked for 
many years as the foreign language administrative assistant at 
Masconomet Regional High School. She traveled frequently in 
her retirement to such places as China and Nepal. 
arthur thompson M’50, former Lake Placid superintendent 
of schools and a career education advocate, passed away on 
December 13, 2014, at his home in Fairport, N.Y. After serving in 
World War II with the U.S. Army's 10th Mountain Division, fighting 
in the mountains of northern Italy during the final campaigns of 
1945, he graduated from Cortland State Teachers College in 1948. 
He held a long career in secondary education as a teacher, coach 
and administrator. He is survived by four children and 
their families. 

 Class of 1951 
robert Buchanan Fraser of Gansevoort, N.Y., died March 21, 2015. 
He attended the New York Military Academy followed by service 
in the U.S. Army 1943-45. After playing football and studying 
business administration at St. Lawrence, he worked as an ac-
countant and manager of payroll at General Electric. He and his 
family loved spending time in the Adirondacks and on the islands 
of Lake George. 
a. edward Gordon died January 8, 2015, in Albany, N.Y. He had 
spent all but the last two years of his life as a resident of Water-
town, N.Y. He majored in economics and sang with the Laurentian 
Singers. After graduating, he was the owner of Gordon's Furni-
ture in Watertown for 44 years, retiring in 1995. He was active 
with the Watertown Rotary Club and a board member of Degel 
Israel Synagogue. He spent his retirement winters in Siesta Key, 
Fla., where he met his wife in 1996. He is also survived by his 
two children and three grandchildren. 

 Class of 1952 
As this magazine went into production, we learned of the pass-
ing on May 2, 2015, of trustee emeritus Lloyd B. cox Jr. A com-
plete memorial notice will appear in our next issue.
virginia Macdonnald Blanchette died March 19, 2015, at her 
home in Walnut Creek, Calif. She majored in psychology and after 
raising her children went to work assisting her husband with his 
software company. She traveled extensively, visiting 115 countries, 
and sailed in the Greek Islands, Hawaii, Turkey and the Virgin 
Islands. She is remembered by her husband of 64 years, Ernest E. 

Blanchette ’52, four children, seven grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren.

 Class of 1953 
anne-Marie townsend Maldoon M’53 of Casper, Wyo., died 
March 4, 2015. She studied English at St. Lawrence, where she 
met her husband, Lynn M. Maldoon ’51. After raising their four 
sons, she earned a B.A. in religious studies in 1976 from California 
State University, Northridge, followed by a master’s degree from 
the Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, Calif. She became 
an ordained minister in 1981. After retiring in 1997, she and her 
husband travelled globally. 
William i. Zinser died February 18, 2015, at his home in Chelms-
ford, Mass. Those remembering him include his daughter Heidi A. 
Zinser ’85. He majored in physical education and played football, 
later playing both semipro baseball and football. He attended the 
Harry Wendelstedt Umpire School in Arizona and umpired count-
less games in addition to his employment as a store manager 
for over 40 years at Goodyear Tire and Rubber. He served as a 
paratrooper with the 82nd Airborne Division.  

 Class of 1954 
douglas J. Blanchard of Marcellus, N.Y., died January 20, 2015. He 
received a B.S. in psychology, played football and pledged Beta 
Theta Pi. After two years of service in the U.S. Army, he began a 
40-year career with Connecticut Mutual (later Mass Mutual). His 
interest in antiques developed into a business and he enjoyed 
teaching his grandchildren to hunt for treasures. Those surviving 
him include his wife of 60 years, Beverly Evans Blanchard ’53; 
children, Thomas ’78, David ’80, Susan Blanchard Baum ’84 and 
William ’84; and granddaughter, Emily M. Blanchard ’11.  
John e. crosthwait died at his home in Huntington Beach, Calif., 
on January 16, 2015. He participated in the ROTC program, earn-
ing a commission as a second lieutenant in the U.S. Marine Corps. 
Following military service, he was with McDonnell-Douglas Cor-
poration until his retirement in 1989. At St. Lawrence, he majored 
in psychology and pledged Alpha Tau Omega. He worked as a 
college assistant and admissions tour guide and was involved 
with KSLU and The Laurentian. 

 Class of 1955 
clifford r. olsen of Red Hook, N.Y., died March 13, 2015. Before 
coming to St. Lawrence, Cliff played hockey for the Manhattan 
Arrows, New York Rovers and New York Metropolitans. He was 
a member of Alpha Tau Omega and on the first St. Lawrence 
hockey team to earn an invitation to the NCAA Championship. 
In 2011, he was inducted into the St. Lawrence Athletics Hall of 
Fame. Discovering a passion for theatre, he received his MFA 
from Columbia University and did post-graduate work at NYU, 
then began a career that would last over 50 years in teaching, 
acting and directing. He directed and performed in many produc-
tions in the Hudson Valley and beyond, and was responsible for 
the founding of the Valley Theatre Company in Poughkeepsie 
in 1973.

 Class of 1956 
harry s. houlis of New Windsor, N.Y., died April 8, 2015. Surviv-
ing him are six children and son-in-law James D. Clifford ’90. He 
was a brother of Sigma Chi and directed the Singing Saints. He 
played the ukulele, banjo, and keyboard and enjoyed acting. His 
time in ROTC prepared him for his military career, leading him to 
retirement as lieutenant colonel.
Jesse B. nichols iii of South Pomfret, Vt., died February 3, 2015. 
When he was running Vermont Pacific, a veneer and plywood 
business, he was in his element in the company of loggers and 
the smell of freshly cut timber. His interest in fly fishing took 
him around the U.S., Canada, the Bahamas and Mexico. Those 
remembering him include son Jesse IV ’78.  At St. Lawrence, he 
pledged Phi Sigma Kappa and majored in psychology.

 Class of 1958 
J. Peter kullmann died February 25, 2015, in Cooperstown, N.Y. A 

member of Phi Kappa Sigma, he graduated with a B.S. in math-
ematics. He and Mary Smith Kullmann ’58 married in December 
1958. Peter served in the U.S. Army from 1958 to 1960, mostly in 
Stuttgart, Germany. After being honorably discharged, he was 
employed by the Amphenol Corporation as a chemical engineer 
for 30 years, retiring in 1990. He liked to fish and garden.

 Class of 1959 
roger h. allen sr. of Brantingham, N.Y., died January 21, 2015. He 
was a brother of Beta Theta Pi and majored in physical education. 
A member of the L Club, he played varsity football and baseball. 
After serving in the U.S. Air Force and obtaining his master’s 
degree from Oswego State, he taught and coached at Lowville 
Academy and Hannibal Central School until he retired in 1987. He 
is survived by his wife of 62 years, three sons, 13 grandchildren 
and seven great-grandchildren.
James P. Flynn of Ormond Beach, Fla., died January 7, 2015. He 
received a B.A. in business administration, served his country in 
the U.S. Army 1953-55 and then became a dedicated employee 
of UPS. He enjoyed playing golf, scoring two holes-in-one in his 
lifetime, and was a member of Oceanside Country Club. Remem-
bering him are his wife, Barbara Silway Flynn ’58, three children, 
seven grandchildren, and a great-granddaughter.  

 Class of 1960 
andrea dorr hudson died November 19, 2014, in Alpharetta, Ga. 
She majored in psychology, earning departmental honors, and 
was a member of Mummers. She held a master’s degree from the 
University of Florida, where she was employed for many years, 
later working at Federal Express in Atlanta. She is survived by her 
daughter, son, and three grandchildren.

 Class of 1962 
christiane Marshall Blanchard of Palm Beach Gardens, Fla., died 
March 15, 2015. Born in Germany, she and her family immigrated 
to the U.S. in 1950. She excelled in high school, earning a scholar-
ship to St. Lawrence. She and her husband raised two daughters 
and she managed her own business, Blanchard Travel Agency, 
which allowed her to travel the world. 

 Class of 1964 
James W. Feck died August 18, 2014, at his home in Voorhees-
ville, N.Y. He worked for the New York State Department of Health 
and enjoyed woodworking, hiking, snowshoeing, skating, kayak-
ing, canoeing, fly fishing, fly tying and running. He is remembered 
by three children and by eight grandchildren, who will miss their 
beloved “Buddah.”
Maurice B. “Mick” harrington of Canton, N.Y., died April 15, 2015. 
He pledged Beta Theta Pi and played football and basketball. 
After earning his English degree and M.Ed. from St. Lawrence, he 
taught business administration at SUNY Canton. He is survived 
by his wife, daughter, two sons and two grandsons.

 Class of 1966 
Judith J. Johnson of Hudson Falls, N.Y., died January 8, 2015. She 
participated in the France program while majoring in French, and 
completed a certificate of study at the Sorbonne. In 1999, Judith 
retired from New York State Audit and Control Division, where 
she investigated fraud and abuse in Medicaid during her 34-year 
career. Judith's passions were Paris, the arts and cooking. While 
living in New York City, she opened the restaurant Lion D'ORR in 
Brooklyn; it became well known for wonderful French cuisine and 
neighborhood charm.

 Class of 1967 
robert d. Fink, of Memphis, Tenn., died February 17, 2015. At 
St. Lawrence, he majored in chemistry and was a brother of Phi 
Kappa Sigma. He continued his studies and psychiatric residency 
at the University of Tennessee Medical School. He was appointed 
psychiatric director at each of the major Memphis hospitals and 
was also a consultant to the Army Alcoholism Program. His 40 
years of psychiatric experience along with rapt listening, empa-
thetic kindness and quiet sense of humor elevated his patients to 
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iN MeMoRy 
We have also learned of the deaths of these Laurentians;  
memorial notices may appear in future issues:

1944 elizabeth Matthews sabin, April 7, 2015 n 1945N arnold J. 
Lau, February 28, 2015 n 1945N Jayne rauch tietz, December 
12, 2014 n 1946N harold krivins, February 12, 2015 n 1947N  
Warren dobbertin, January 26, 2015 n 1947N Betty “B.J.” Bierck 
robbins, February 13, 2015 n 1947N eugene Maloney, Decem-
ber 1, 2012 n 1948 robert M. ketchum, March 16, 2015 n 1949 
John r. Longo, April 4, 2013 n 1949 robert s. Fontana, March 
30, 2015 n 1949 vivienne Grignard Pecau, October 21, 2014  
n 1950 William c. Phelon Jr., December 24, 2014 n 1950 thomas 
M. calnon, March 20, 2015 n 1950N William J. Burger, Decem-
ber 31, 2014 n 1950M Betty Wareing Jeffers, March 27, 2015  
n 1950N Paul e. kast, March 8, 2015 n 1951N daniel F. Weaver, 
January 13, 2015 n 1951 edwin M. cook, December 13, 2014  
n 1953 John J. Mcelroy Jr., January 27, 2015 n 1953N Patricia 
Gold hutzelman, March 8, 2015 n 1955 John B. campbell,  
April 7, 2015 n 1956 theodore s. cross, April 12, 2015 n 1962 
John c. Mixsell Jr., March 5, 2014 n 1962 roger n. James,  
January 30, 2015 n 1970M Frederick J. Zamperetti, March 23, 
2015 n 1972 W. Ward Mack, December 23, 2014 n 1974 Peter J. 
natali, January 25, 2015 n 1977M elizabeth Johns rush,  
April 23, 2015 n 1987M Joanne viola Maphey, March 18, 2015

a sense of well-being. Remembering him are his wife  
of 48 years, four daughters, and 28 grandchildren.

 Class of 1969 
noel shangraw died December 26, 2014, in Massena, N.Y.   
While at St. Lawrence, he majored in history and pledged  
Sigma Pi. At graduation, he married Joy Bachman Mance ’69. 
They taught school together in Massena, N.Y., raised a family, 
and remained married for many years. He coached a number of 
sports and served on the Massena Public Library Board and the 
Massena Town Planning board. He is survived by three children, 
including Molly E. Shangraw ’04, and one grandson.

 Class of 1971 
As this magazine went into production, we learned of the  
passing on May 9, 2015, of long-time loyal Laurentian  
trustee emerita Janet k. Langlois.  A complete memorial  
notice will appear in our next issue.
Peter F. hotaling of Enfield, N.H., died January 30, 2015.  
Peter was a member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon, the football team, 
the L Club and ROTC. After graduation, he was stationed at the 
Central Recruiting Office in Chicago before his corporate career 
began at Inland Steel Company, which took him to different  
locations throughout the Midwest. He was an avid sports  
enthusiast, downhill skier and golfer.

 Class of 1972 
Julie Langtry rizza of Wallkill, N.Y., died October 25, 2014.  
She traveled extensively in Europe and the U.S. throughout  
her life and shared her love of history on “family field trips.”  
She earned her B.A. in English from St. Lawrence and an M.A.  
in English at SUNY New Paltz. During her tenure as an  
English and Spanish teacher at Wallkill High School, she was 
cheerleading adviser and worked with the international student 
exchange program. Those remembering her include nieces  
Katie L. Moquin ’09 and Emily Moquin Mullikin ’11.

 Class of 1974 
Barbara Greeley kopta died November 13, 2014, in Columbia,  
Mo. She spent her junior year abroad and was a member of  
Phi Beta Kappa. After earning her MBA from New York University, 
she worked in the banking and finance industry and was a  
certified financial planner. Barbara was a volunteer with the 
League of Women Voters, an AARP tax aide and a docent with 
the University of Missouri Museum of Art and Archaeology.  
She enjoyed art history, cooking, book clubs and traveling. She 
leaves a husband and two sons. 

 Class of 1982 
travis c. Porter died July 21, 2014, at his home in Willington, 
Conn. He was a brother of Sigma Pi and played football at St. 
Lawrence. For more than 30 years, he had a successful business 
career in sales and management at Lanier, Wang Labs, Pricewa-
terhouseCoopers, Edrugstore.md, and most recently TicketNet-
work. He and his wife, Donna, who survives him, enjoyed travel-
ling to Aruba. He is also remembered by their two daughters.

 Class of 1984 
Mark W. Merritt of Reston, Va., died March 15, 2015. He retired 
from the U.S. Navy as a lieutenant. He is remembered by  
two sisters. 
sean P. McPeak of Solvay, N.Y., died February 20, 2015.  
At St. Lawrence, he studied psychology and played football.  
He loved sports but was even more passionate about music  
and playing the drums. He was employed by the Village of  
Solvay, N.Y., Highway Department.

archives
From tHe

in these pages we’ve discussed 
how herring-cole was recently 
restored to its former library/
reading-room glory, but that wasn’t 
always its function. For a period 

of time before the construction of 
Griffiths arts center in 1967, herring-
cole sported not books but art supplies 
as it temporarily housed the University’s 
art department.  —NSBThe designation “n” with class numerals indicates that the  

individual did not graduate from St. Lawrence.  The designation
“m” with class  numerals indicates that the individual earned 
a master’s degree from St. Lawrence  in the year given.

sharing the news of a death  We will publish in “in 
memory” detailed memorial notices of the passing of lau- 
rentians if we receive the information from a family member or 
friend in the form of a previously published notice (typically 
from a newspaper). Please send such notices to shayla snyder 
Witherell ’11, Advancement services, st. lawrence university, 
canton, n.Y. 13617 or switherell@stlawu.edu. We will provide 
the name and, if available, date of death of others of whose 
passing we learn, and the complete list of recent deaths can 
be found on the university’s website at alumni.stlawu.edu.

‘In memory’ is complied by Shayla Snyder Witherell ’11, 
 switherell@stlawu.edu.

http://edrugstore.md/
mailto:switherell@stlawu.edu
http://alumni.stlawu.edu/
mailto:switherell@stlawu.edu
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Join us for the 2015 Athletics Hall of  
Fame induction ceremony, Beta Temple 

restoration celebration, live entertainment, 
men’s ice hockey, football, field hockey, 

women's soccer and much more!
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