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What are
the odds?

Meet four alumni with the same NFL team—who never touch a football. 
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Last fall, art professor Melissa Schulenberg 
had her Advanced Printmaking students 
make large-scale woodcuts. And we do
mean large. “We rented a steamroller 
and driver for a day,” says Schulenberg. 
“The students had three weeks to design 
and carve their blocks,” primarily with 
hand tools. To watch video of the process, 
go to stlawu.edu/art-and-art-history/
news/steamroller-printmaking.
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On the Cover: You won’t see them in action on the field, but four young alumni fill positions in the operation of an NFL franchise.
Cover photograph and feature photography courtesy Jonathan Willey/Dolphins Productions. 

All other photography by Tara Freeman. To read our magazine online, go to stlawu.edu/magazine.
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Much of the St. Lawrence experience 
can be felt and understood as undiffer-
entiated, that is, indistinguishably co-ed-
ucational, neither male nor female in its 
sensibility. From the University’s found-
ing, common ground always existed for 
men and women to dwell upon together, 
as shared instances of happiness, occur-

ring in the same corners of campus that 
eventually shaped sacred memories for 
everyone, whether female or male. Who 
doesn’t love the “enchanted forest” on 
the slope of Herring-Cole? Or can look 
down the Avenue of the Elms without a 
feeling of lasting serenity?

I believe, in any case, there are also 
notable differences on campus between 
men and women in how the furniture 
gets arranged on the second floor of their 
minds. Perhaps this disparity is a uni-
versal truth for all generations, but this 
time seems different, at least in degree. 
So, what are the young men thinking at 
St. Lawrence today that slightly separates 
them from the young women? 

Prior generations of Laurentian men 
once came to campus mindful of the 
Selective Service’s potential for ominous 
disruption. But the differences in the 

                      hat is on their minds? 
Today’s students, that is. Living on a 
college campus is sometimes a jigsaw 
landscape with silhouette holes in the pic-
ture constantly seeking completion by the 
absent puzzle pieces. I keep office hours 
just for students to visit and talk about 
anything. They do, but they don’t talk 
about everything, so I’m still left guessing 
about parts of their lives and education. 

Except for Grace Potter, we rarely find 
overlapping preferences in music. I do 

better in the area of food pleasures, travel 
experiences and favorite classes. Issues of 
the day probing environmental dangers, 
perspectives on race and considerations 
of social class are never far away. I enjoy 
the regular occasions of dinner when I’m 
at a lively table with a small group of 
students, though typically they are more 
self-conscious of each other than they are 
about my presence. I’ve learned over the 
years not to mistake reserve for a lack of 
deep thought or unresolved feelings. Still 
water runs deep.

And yet, when asked about the chal-
lenges and worries in front of liberal arts 
colleges today, I reliably express them in 
economic terms, using the familiar bal-
ance-sheet language of revenue streams, 
market demand, expense creep, compli-
ance costs and reputational capital. In 
addition to the weight of this worry, 
I carry the vivid concerns drawn by the 
strain between family financial resources 
and the price curve of tuition. 

My daily puzzle-solving, however, 
always returns to the intellectual and 
emotional state of today’s St. Lawrence 
students. They have a lot on their 
minds, and some of it, some days, is 
overwhelming. While they accumulate 
measureable reasons to be confident in 
their futures, gaining larger capacities 
of self-reliance, academic proficiency 
and elevated curiosity, there often comes 
with this added maturity a low-grade, 
nameless apprehensiveness buzzing 
about their psyches. Generally, I would 
make allowances for the variation in 
individual circumstances, but I read 
these times of our students as somehow 
transcending and brushing against all of 
them, not only some of them, with an 
amorphous unease. 

Management & Competition...       the St. Lawrence way

W

A Word From the    President

“I’ve learned

over the years not to 

mistake reserve for a 

lack of deep thought or 

unresolved feelings.”
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Management & Competition...       the St. Lawrence way

formative experience of college men 
and women then, even in the presence 
of a male-only military draft, easily 
simplifying the architecture of gender 
long ago, may ironically be much 
sharper in divergence today. And it’s a 
puzzle, a constant challenge, to get at 
why that seems true.

Beginning in the 1980s, a gender 
variance became increasingly pro-
nounced in most American colleges 
as enrollments shifted like tectonic 
plates, rising for women and falling 
for men, both at dramatically inverted 
rates (St. Lawrence’s ratio remains 
consistently 46 percent male); pro-
portionally fewer men are interested 
in studying abroad than women; 
fewer men are choosing majors in the 
humanities and arts than in the past; 
and the student demand for mental 
health counseling and mentoring sup-
port, particularly by men on campus, 
has also risen markedly. Rather than 
alarming, it is powerfully indicative to 
me that more young men are open to 
talk therapy. Further and importantly, 
given our historic grounding in diver-
sity and pluralism, our St. Lawrence 
male students of color are outper-
forming all the national averages with 
graduation rates. 

The young women at St. Lawrence, 
of course, are not excused from 
some truly difficult issues of life, but 
their sense of order, purpose and 
concentration is often expressed by 
fewer developmental distractions. We 
ponder, however, such curious, recur-
ring anomalies as women constituting 
only 30 percent of the total majors in 
economics, but over 70 percent of all 
biology majors. More conspicuously, 

the leadership profile of St. Lawrence 
women demonstrates a wider spectrum 
of differing styles; some have poise and 
presence beyond their years, some are 
quietly attentive but are the reliable 
boulders for all others, and some will 
lead by doing and outwork everyone 
around them.

In my daily contact with students, I 
look for the footbridge lessons women 
and men can teach each other on 
campus. At dinner one night, a stu-
dent gently explained to me, the only 
man at the table, that women are bet-
ter at being “conversation managers.”
That got my attention. Another stu-
dent once rendered the meaning

 

of manhood at St. Lawrence as 
acquiring the qualities of a “resilient 
competitor.” Put differently, ambition 
on campus usually discovers a deeper 
genius that only a set-back reveals. 
My hope for all of them is coupled 
by two of their own thoughts about 
“management” and “competition.” 
May each one know absolutely how 
a magnificent conversation feels and, 
also, that they are never alone when 
it’s a bad day. n     —WLF

A Word From the    President
ST. LAWRENCE university magazine   
VOLUME LXV  |  NUMBER 1  |  2016

“What are the young 

men thinking at 

St. Lawrence today that 

slightly separates them 

from the young women?”
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Long live the multi-field major
I read “A Multitude of Possibilities” (Fall 2015) with great 
interest. In it, the authors described the multi-field major 
option, which allows students to create their own major 
based on their interests. This option dates back to the early 
1970s, not the early ’80s, as stated in the article. 

 In 1972, I was agonizing over what to major in when I 
was told about the new multi-field option. Ecstatic, I put 
together a proposal for a major in 19th-Century European 
Studies, which was accepted. Studying the history, econom-
ics, sociology, music, art and politics of that era allowed 
me to explore it deeply from a variety of viewpoints, which 
suited my learning style perfectly. 

 I am so grateful that SLU was an early adopter of an 
approach to major studies that, at the time, was a radical 
departure from the norm. I am equally grateful that my 
daughter, Zoe Barnhart ’19, has the option to pursue a 
multi-field degree if she so chooses. 
—Jane Alden Stevens ’74

Cincinnati, Ohio

Keeping watch
To this collector of vintage watches, President Fox’s “Little 
Keepsakes and Kept Values” (Fall 2015) was germane. Al-
ways enjoy reading the St. Lawrence magazine.
—George Healy ’55

Fair Oaks Ranch, Texas

 

Roots of the Model UN
(Ed Note: The following replies to the article “Rise Fall Rise 
Again” in the Fall 2015 St. Lawrence magazine.)

“Model UNs” are popular in the U.S., in colleges and 
especially high schools, but unknown (even to Google) is 
that the very first one was held at St. Lawrence University 
in February 1949, thanks to one of the SLU’s most illustri-
ous professors, Dr. Harry Reiff, head of the History and 
Government Department. 

During 1944-46, Dr. Reiff, an expert in international mul-
tipartite treaties on leave at the U.S. State Department, was 
directly involved in the creation of the United Nations. He 

was a “technical expert” on the U.S. 
delegation to the 1945 San Fran-

cisco conference that wrote the 
UN Charter, and a “technical 

adviser” on our delegation 
to the 1945-46 London 
Conference, which set up 
the UN itself. As a com-
mittee member on several 

working groups, he had 
first-hand knowledge of the 

whole organization, and docu-
mented the “behind the scenes” 

work in daily letters home.
Back at St. Lawrence, Dr. Reiff headed 

students and faculty in setting up a “model UN Security 
Council” as a hands-on learning and instructional device. 
[In early 1949] student representatives from Adelphi, 
Alfred, Champlain, Clarkson, McGill, Middlebury, Pots-
dam State Teachers, St. Michael’s, UVM and SLU debated 
curbing the veto power, the Berlin situation, Hungary’s trial 
of Cardinal Mindszenty, the formation of a UN police force, 
and Franco Spain. It was a signal success, and in February 
1950 it was held again at St. Lawrence. That Model UNs 
are going strong, 67 years later, is testament to the idea’s 
educational success.
—Daniel Reiff

Kenmore, New York

For detailed accounts of Prof. Reiff ’s work with both UN 
conferences, and of the 1949 and 1950 SLU Model UNs, see 
Daniel Reiff 's two-volume biography of his father available at 
Brewer Bookstore.

Letters

Our request for identification 
of the gentlemen engaging in 
a financial transaction, in the 
Archives page picture in our 
fall issue, yielded one response 
that turned out to be correct. 
Dorine Cornell Lord ’39 tells us 
the smiling fellow on the left 
is her classmate the late Peter 
Shostak ’39, who hailed from 
Claremont, New Hampshire, 
and majored in biology.

Name, please
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The Daily Meal 

has, for the fifth 
year running, 
identified 
St. Lawrence 
as one of 

its Best 
Colleges for 

Food in America. 
The New York City-based 
food magazine that covers 
restaurants, food trends, 
healthy dining and cooking 
named only 75 of 2,000 
colleges it considered, and 
honored St. Lawrence for 
its focus on locally grown 
and produced food (offered 
at such special events as 
the Adirondack Theme 
Dinner, pictured), attention 
to gluten-free meal options 
and “Recipes from Home” 
program. For more, go 

to thedailymeal.com/
eat/75-best-colleges-food-
america-2015.

Three faculty 
members 

have been named 
to distinguished 
endowed chairs at 
the University: 
Ana Estevez, biology 
and psychology, has been 
appointed to the Sarah 
Johnson ’82 Professorship 
in the Sciences.  She makes 
significant contributions to 
the neuroscience major.
Jessica Chapman, geology, 
has been appointed to 
the Grace J. Fippinger 
Professorship, which 
encourages the success of 
women in the sciences.
Alexander Schreiber, 
biology, has been appointed 

to the R. Sheldon ‘68 
and Virginia H. Johnson 
Professorship in the Sciences. 
He was recognized in part for 
his efforts to bring science to 

a broader audience.  
Nearly 100 

percent of the 
University’s 
electricity 

will come 
from clean 

sources by this summer, 
thanks to two long-term 
agreements that include a 
clean energy offset purchase 
program. The agreements 
will provide hydroelectric 
power from a facility in Lewis 
County and solar power 
from an array in Oneida 
County. For details, visit 
www.stlawu.edu/news/
st-lawrence-university-

expands-its-use-clean-
energy.

Four members 
of the faculty 

were selected for 
the fall 2015 cohort 
of Digital Initiatives 
Faculty Fellowships, a 
pilot program designed to 
advance the use of digital 
tools and approaches in 
classroom settings. They are 
Caroline Breashears, English; 
Jessica Prody, performance 
and communication arts; 
Mary Jane Smith, history 
and coordinator of African-
American studies; and 
Stephen Barnard, sociology, 
who continues as the 
program’s first senior fellow. 
For more, visit www.stlawu.
edu/mellon-humanities-
grant.

stlawu.edu/news

Know
it All.
A roundup of  news from campus.Want more? Find us online:

L
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ast October’s Make 
a Difference Day 
participation was 
record-setting, with 

three times more students 
taking part than ever before, 
according to Ashlee Downing, 
coordinator volunteer 
services. Many of them came 
from Greek houses and sports 
teams, she said, and they 
raked, cleaned and painted at 
numerous sites in Canton.  
THE TALLY:
292 volunteers helped out at
28 homes 
4 churches 
2 parks
1 cemetery

The Difference in Making a Difference
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ast March, Assistant 
Professor of Geology 
Alexander Stewart 
announced on cam-
pus that February 
2015 had achieved 

the dubious distinction of being the 
coldest mean-temperature February 
in Canton in nearly 100 years, with 
a mean temperature (the average of 
a series of temperatures taken over a period of time, according 
to en.mimi.hu/meteorology/mean_temperature.html) of 3.3˚F. 
(There were those who snarled that that was a very mean tem-
perature.)

Earlier, Karl Schonberg, associate dean of international studies, 
had passed along this Spanish proverb courtesy of Martha Chew 
Sanchez, program director in Spain: “Febrero el revoltoso no pasó 
de veintiocho; si treinta tuviera, nadie con él pudiera.” (“Febru-
ary, the troublemaker, did not go beyond twenty-eight [days]; 

if it had thirty, no one could have 
survived.”)
Professor Chew followed up with 
some more:
• “Febrero es el más corto y el menos 
cortés.” (“February, the shortest and 
least polite.”)
• “Febrero, mes corto, dias luengos.” 
(“February, short month, long 
days.”)

She added a “can’t win” one: “Si hace un buen febrero, malo será 
el año entero.” (“If we have a good February, the rest of the year 
will be bad.”) 

Finally, she offered one that will remind Americans of Ground-
hog Day: “Mal para cuerpo y bolsa, si en febrero ves a la sombra el 
perro y en mangas de camisa el jornalero.” (“Not good for the body 
and the pocket, if in February you see the shadow of the dog.”) 

From St. Lawrence to you, here’s to a nice, but not too good, 
February with no dog shadows. n 

About February:  
Mes Corto, Dias Luengos

L
BY NEAL BURDICK ’72

“Not good for the body 
and the pocket, if in 

February you see  
the shadow of the dog.”

SPANISH PROVERB
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the ‘elephant’ are asking us to reflect 
on the various meanings that war has 
in our world today.” 

Associate professor and Margaret 
Vilas Chair of U.S. History Donna 
Alvah spoke as well. She explained 

ears ago, before 
photography and 
zoos as we know 
them today were 
commonplace, 
there was a 
phenomenon 
known as “See-

ing the Elephant.” The phrase referred 
to the duality of disappointment and 
awe upon seeing an elephant for the 
first time, after the animal had been 
constructed in the mind’s eye for so 
long that one’s expectations couldn’t 
possibly be met. Popularized during 
the First World War, the phrase was 
applied to humanity’s experience of 
war and violence. Assistant Director of 
the Brush Art Gallery Carole Mathey 
and Associate Professor of Art and Art 
History Melissa Schulenberg sought to 
embody the concept in a fall exhibition 
at the Richard F. Brush Art Gallery, 
“Seeing the Elephant: Artists Respond 
to Conflict and War.” 

Students and faculty gathered in the 
gallery for an informal discussion on 
October 5, to hear the curators and oth-
ers speak about the provocative artwork. 
Schulenberg explained that the works 
represent several media and span a 
century, from World War I to the Iraqi 
conflict.

“Works that show the heroic aspects 
of war summon support for war, often 

through honoring those who made sac-
rifices,” Associate Professor of Philoso-
phy Laura Rediehs said. Rediehs, who 
is also the coordinator of Peace Studies, 
added, “But war is horrific as well. A 
drawing by a child who lived in a war 
zone shows someone shot dead, but the 
child drew a big X through the picture 
after drawing it, as if to state a firm and 
clear ‘no’ to war. The artists who show 

Y

that the exhibition is a form of 
“peering into windows of different 
perspectives, feelings and memories 
of war, in the interest of taking a step 
back and seeing the more expansive 
consequences of war.” n

GALLERY EXHIBITION EXPLORES THE MANY SIDES OF WAR

‘Seeing the Elephant’

“A.G.F.T.P.O.T.U.S.O.A. (A Gift from the People of the United States of America),” 

a screen print by Jesse Purcell (2002), was among the works in the Brush Art 

Gallery exhibition “Seeing the Elephant: Artists Respond to Conflict and War."

BY CHARLOTTE CRAWFORD ’16
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n the mid-nineteenth 
century, Ada Lovelace 
(1815-1851, techni-
cally Lady Ada Gordon 
King, Countess of 
Lovelace, daughter of 

the English Romantic poet Lord 
Byron, whose actual name was 
George Gordon), wrote detailed 
notes about the potential use of 
a machine to interpret instruc-
tions and produce outcomes. 
“As a result,” said former Science 
Librarian Nicole Nawalaniec, 
“she is often regarded as the first 
computer programmer.” 

In recognition of her ac-
complishments, and to raise 
awareness and commemorate 
the achievements of women in 
STEM (science, technology, engi-
neering and mathematics) fields, 
last October 13 several sponsors 
on campus held Ada Lovelace 
Day, complete with refreshments, 
prizes and First-Year Cup eligibil-

I
‘Who Did You Say Invented 
Computer Programming?’

ity. (The date, the second Tues-
day in October, “is arbitrary, 
chosen in an attempt to make 
the day maximally convenient,” 
according to findingada.com/
about/when-is-ald.)

Events included Wikipedia 
Edit-A-Thons (“Collectively, we 
want participants to create or 
make improvements to exist-
ing pages that focus on women 
in STEM in order to increase 
visibility of this information on 
the web,” said the campus an-
nouncement) and Task Auto-
mation Workshops (“We will 
demonstrate how to use IFTTT, 
an application that gives you 
creative control over the prod-
ucts and apps that you love, like 
your social media, DropBox, 
Google Drive, email, calendar 
and more.”) 

We have no doubt Countess 
Lovelace would have been 
pleased. n 

A t Convocation exercises at the 

start of the current academic 

year, four faculty and staff 

members were honored with four of the 

University’s most distinguished awards. 

From left, Timberly Hewitt, specialist in 

Student Activities and Leadership, received 

the Thomas F. Coakley Distinguished Career 

Service Award; Patrick Gagnon, assistant 

vice president for security and safety and 

emergency management, received the 

John P. “Jack” Taylor Distinguished Career 

Service Award; Cynthia Bansak, professor 

of economics, received the J. Calvin Keene 

Award; and Mary Hussmann, associate 

professor of English, received the Louis and 

Frances Maslow Award.

Honored at Convocation

BY NEAL BURDICK ’72
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Honored at Convocation

igital modes of communication are rapidly evolv-
ing, reshaping the ways that we communicate and 
thus altering liberal arts education. During last fall’s 
Crimmel Colloquium, Christopher Long, dean 

of the College of Arts and Letters at Michigan State University, 
gave an interactive presentation aimed at changing the way we 
understand modern modes of communication. Using Twitter 
as the platform for his presentation, Long showed Laurentians 
that social media and education are not mutually exclusive—the 
former can, in fact, play a pivotal role in the latter. 

Long addressed the omnipresent classroom conflict between 
engagement and distraction. Saying “I want your divided atten-
tion,” he invited the audience to interact with his presentation in 
real time via the Twitter hashtag #SLUFY15. He thus illustrated 
how modern tools like Twitter can facilitate engagement, when 
put to use in the right way. In an educational environment, he 
said, this is a great way to keep students involved. 

“These tools aren't just fun and games...these are tremendously 

D

Tweeting into the Conversation @StLawrenceU · 15m

@CarlBCornell:  @cplong: @Twitter is like a genre. And like all genres, the constraints open up  

possibilities of poetic expression. #SLUFY15

@jeffmaynes: Twitter is a central mode of democratic and social discourse, and education in it needs practice! #SLUFY15

@ejennings8: Respond to anger and conflict with imagination. #SLUFY15

@Tommicchi:  “Liberal education” already opens space for creative, individualized learning. Combined with  

technology, wider spaces can emerge #SLUFY15

@melissarichards: Okay, let’s tackle the tough questions: Is Twitter truly civil discourse? #SLUFY15

powerful ways to communicate,” Long said. “To press a button 
and have your information be seen by many...Gutenberg would 
have been dying for something like that.”

Stephen Barnard, an assistant professor in sociology, was 
especially active in the live Twitter feed. Barnard, who uses 
digital communication tools in the classroom, lent a learned 
perspective to the overall conversation. His tweets, such as 
“Adapting to change in an increasingly digital world may be 
discomforting but it's oh so very important #SLUFY15,” regu-
larly popped into the presentation’s live Twitter feed—and with 
the use of the hashtag, were instantaneously archived for future 
reference on the web. 

Barnard strongly supports Dean Long’s philosophy. “Digital 
technologies are here to stay, and the more we can do to raise 
awareness of the academic potential of these tools, the better off 
we will be,” he says. “The Internet sure does pose an amazing op-
portunity for people to be life-long learners, but this requires a set 
of literacies that we should take very seriously going forward.”  n 
 
 

Tweeting the Liberal Arts 
@StLawrenceU

8h

BY CHARLOTTE CRAWFORD ’16 AND REBECCA DOSER ’16
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ast fall, Career Services helped ease 
seniors’ nerve-racking brainstorming of 
their post-graduation plans by offering a 
new workshop called Career Kickoff at 
the beginning of the semester.  Sessions 
named Job Search Jump Start, Navigating 
the Graduate School Application Process 

and Exploring My Options: For the Undecided Senior 
proved more effective in helping seniors prioritize their tasks 
and post-graduate journeys than previous attempts that 
unfortunately fell off students’ priority lists, Career Services 
personnel reported.

“There is so much going on first semester in regards to 
career connections,” Associate Director of Career Services 
Sarah Coburn said. “We didn’t want seniors to miss anything 
important.”

So as to capture seniors’ attention prior to their return to 
campus, new Director of Career Services Ron Albertson sent 
an informational letter home over the summer. Free pizza, 
prizes at each session and an informative sheet outlining 

L
Kicking Off  

the Career Search  

important deadlines for formal employer recruitment, 
workshops and networking events created a buzz that brought 
approximately 180 seniors in total to the Career Kickoff. 

 “We were really happy with the response,” Coburn said. 
“Doing it right off the bat was important to get students 
thinking.” 

“I learned how important LinkedIn is in regards to the 
job search,” Abbey McRae ’16 said. “It was very helpful to 
realize this in the first week of classes because then I could 
work with someone in Career Services to really build up my 
LinkedIn profile before applying to jobs.”

“I gained a sense of peace and understanding that life after 
college is going to be all right,” Stephanie Ramirez ’16 said. 
“St. Lawrence really does provide the basic foundation, the 
necessary resources and a vast alumni network to help me 
start planning for my future.”  n    
  

More and more programs on campus center around counsel-

ing and otherwise preparing students for the career search. In 

many of them, one-on-one conversations accomplish the most.

CAREER SERVICES’ NEW WORKSHOP CAPTURES SENIORS’ ATTENTION

BY REBECCA DOSER ’16
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SLU Advocates and Male Athletes Against 
Sexual Violence to address issues of sexual 
misconduct at St. Lawrence. 

 “We wanted to prove that you can 
have a party and keep it controlled, while 
setting an example on how to be an 
effective bystander,” Dan Hedden ’16 says. 

“We started by giving presentations to 
orientation leaders, CAs, sports captains and 
first- years,” says Connor McAleney ’16. 

“We do a couple of skits that illustrate 
being an active bystander and then we 
discuss the topic and explain why this 
type of education is important on college 
campuses,” Dan explains. 

“The first skit is about a freshman at a 

exual misconduct, a huge issue 
on college campuses, is being 
combatted at St. Lawrence by a 

group of students who are bringing the 
nationwide “Stand By Me” program to 
the University. Through presentations and 
skits, they teach their peers about being an 
active bystander, “someone who notices 
and speaks up in a sexual misconduct 
situation at a social event, for example,” 
Greg Gardner ’17 explains. Having been 
introduced to the program at Clarkson 
University last summer, he and several 
friends saw the need to bring it to campus 
and join with organizations such as 
LGBTetc., the Women’s Resource Center, 

S

Stand By, Not Stand-By

senior townhouse who gets left behind by 
friends, while the second is about a very 
intoxicated student who is hitting on an 
uninterested student at an off-campus 
party.” Connor adds. “In both, we explain 
how others should intervene and help, 
rather than just watching.” 

The group, comprised of 10 students, 
received excellent feedback during 
the fall and plans to continue holding 
events throughout the spring. Jenna 
Jasinski ’16, the group’s president, says, 
“The feedback has helped us shape 
our presentations and skits, and we 
look forward to working with different 
groups on campus as we grow.” n

STUDENT GROUP USES PERFORMANCE ARTS TO ADDRESS SEXUAL MISCONDUCT
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BY ALEXA MITCHELL ’16

THEY SET ST. LAWRENCE RECORDS FOR... most internships, most students 
studying abroad and most research fellows.
THEY WERE ACCEPTED BY... graduate programs at Tufts, Dartmouth, NYU, 
Columbia, Georgetown, Penn State and the Universities of Wisconsin, 
Indiana and Michigan, among others.
THEY WERE HIRED BEFORE GRADUATION AT... General Electric, Merrill Lynch, 
Teton Science Schools, Goldman Sachs, Greenwich Country Day School and 
SOAR, among others.   
THEY PLEDGED THEIR SERVICE TO... the U.S. Navy, the U.S. Air Force, the 
Peace Corps, Americorps and Teach for America.

Mortarboards Off to the Class of 2015!
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ON CAMPUS
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afer Özkul, president of the University of Rouen, 

left, and St. Lawrence President William L. Fox ’75 

met on the St. Lawrence campus last September. 

The University of Rouen hosts St. Lawrence’s France 

Program, and President Fox visited there in the fall of 2014.

ctober was National Domestic Violence Awareness 

Month, and at St. Lawrence it was observed with 

Purple Week, a series of events designed to raise 

awareness about intimate partner violence and support 

survivors. One of those events was “Take Back the Night” 

(pictured); others included an "I believe survivors because...” 

photo campaign, yoga, a chapel service and Open Expression 

Night at the Java Barn.

Presidential Summit 

Channeling the Color Purple

he Margaret F. Strait M’73 Conference Room in 

Augsbury Physical Education Center was dedicated 

last October. President William L. Fox ’75 and 

Strait admire the plaque, which reads, “Named in honor of 

Margie Strait, Director of Athletics (1997-2015), recognizing 

her 44 years of meritorious service beginning in 1970 as a 

beloved coach, educator, mentor and friend who encouraged 

thousands of Laurentians.” The plaque also names leading 

donors to the project.

T
Strait Honored in Augsbury

ARE YOU A LAURENTIAN AND A ….

POET?   PAINTER?   ESSAYIST?   SCULPTOR?   
MUSIC COMPOSER? CREATIVE TYPE IN SOME  
OTHER MEDIUM?

 
ast summer, we featured student creativity in this 
magazine, and a few people asked us, “Why not 
highlight alumni and parent creativity too?”  Good 

question—so we are, in this coming summer’s issue. If you 
would like to be considered for inclusion, please contact Edi-
tor Neal Burdick, nburdick@stlawu.edu, before March 1.

L

  Poetry, fiction, dance, music,         

       non-fiction, sculpture,                    

  painting, photomicrography,                                                   

         and even a recipe!                                                           

student-produced
100%

Begun by Sierra Leone’s Victor Kai-Rogers 
’08, Kaleidoscope has continued as a much-
anticipated highlight of the annual arts 
calendar on campus; shown here is a drum 
circle in Peterson-Kermani Performance Hall 
during the spring 2015 rendition. Kaleidoscope 
and Africa Night showcase the University’s 
broadly talented international students.

19
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Presidential Summit 

Channeling the Color Purple

ARE YOU A LAURENTIAN AND A ….

t. Lawrence University reported progress last fall toward 
goals related to lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and 
queer (LGBTQ) issues that were specifically identified 
in the Presidential Commission on Diversity Report, 
underlining the University’s commitment to diversity 

and inclusion.
• Sixty-one campus restrooms, all single-stall with independent 

locks, have been converted to gender-neutral restrooms.
• Supported by F. Richard (“Rick”) Beyer ’66, the Lesbian 

Gay Bisexual Transgender Queer (LGBTQ) Ally Group has 
been hosting campus conversations to promote awareness of the 
University’s commitment to protect gender, gender identity or 
expression, and sexual orientation for every person.

• The Beyer Residency has funded initiatives such as informa-
tional events, lectures, films or teach-ins that promote awareness 
of LGBTQ issues.It also brought visiting scholar Moon Chara-
nia from Georgia State University to serve the Beyer Residency 
in Queer Studies and deliver two lectures in March 2015.

S

University Reports  
Progress on Inclusivity  

• Three new brochures offer support to individuals who identi-
fy as LGTBQ and information for the campus community who 
want to learn more about supporting the LGBTQ community. 

• A Saints Activists for Equity (SAFE) grant helped to create 
a webpage, www.stlawu.edu/lgbtq, on St. Lawrence’s website 
dedicated to LGBTQ resources.  

• St. Lawrence achieved a three-star rating on the Campus 
Pride Index (www.campusprideindex.org), an extensive 
qualitative survey regarding LGBTQ resources and options 
available to students, faculty and staff that has become a national 
assessment of 191 LGBTQ-friendly colleges and universities.

“I am confident we will continue to make positive 
improvements in the year ahead and that the St. Lawrence 
community is a place where all students, faculty and staff feel 
truly accepted as members,” President William L. Fox ’75 said.  n

 

From left, Moon Charania, Rick Beyer ’66 and Danielle Egan, 

professor of gender and sexuality studies.

BY RYAN DEUEL
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SPORTS

The Records Came 
Tumbling Down

BY KELLY VERGIN

very high school student has 
a tough decision to make 
when it comes to selecting 
the right college. Some have 
the opportunity for a second 

chance, and for two football stars from 
two different eras, that second chance was 
an opportunity to come to St. Lawrence 
University. Moreover, the first established 
quarterback records that the second 
recently broke.

In the mid-1970s, North Country na-
tive Kirk Dempsey ’77 transferred from 
Division I Villanova to St. Lawrence. The 
geography was reversed for Mike Lefflbine 
’16, who came to St. Lawrence—nearly 
six hours from his hometown of Green-
wich, Connecticut—after a red-shirt year 
at nearby Division I Sacred Heart.

“Coming to St. Lawrence was the best 
decision I ever made,” said Lefflbine in 
the middle of his final season. “This sec-

ond chance at St. Lawrence has made me 
appreciate everything so much more.”

Despite starring on Weeks Field nearly 
40 years apart, Dempsey and Lefflbine 
have quite a bit in common. Both started 
their college careers with higher aspira-
tions athletically, but it did not take them 
long to realize that St. Lawrence was the 
perfect fit. For Dempsey it was a mat-
ter of returning to a comfort zone, while 
for Lefflbine it boiled down to finding 
the university that was the best fit both 
academically and athletically.

“I wanted a great education and the 
chance to play football, and St. Lawrence 
offered both,” said Lefflbine. “I settled 
for Sacred Heart because it was close to 
home, but after a year or so there, I wasn’t 
really feeling comfortable in the program.” 

The coaching staff at St. Lawrence had 
taken interest in Lefflbine in high school. 
“One of his high school teammates came 

to St. Lawrence and had a good experi-
ence,” says Head Coach Mark Raymond 
M’96. “So when things didn’t work out 
at Sacred Heart, he was looking for a new 
home and fortunately he had some good 
feedback about St. Lawrence and we were 
able to get him.”

“My best friend, Camryn Ferrara ‘14, 
was telling me good things about  
St. Lawrence,” Lefflbine explains. “I came 
to watch a game and knew it was the right 
place for me.”

From that point on, Lefflbine started 
to rewrite the St. Lawrence record books 
with his throwing arm. He finished his 
career as the all-time leader in passes 
attempted and completed, yards gained 

Quarterback Mike Lefflbine broke 10 

records during his St. Lawrence career, 

including most career touchdown passes, 

with 59.

MIKE LEFFLBINE SETS NEW STANDARDS AT QUARTERBACK FOR SAINTS

E
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“I have not been keeping track this year, 
but I will now,” said Dempsey when con-
tacted with three games left in the regular 
season. “I want to see how his career ends 
and I hope it is in the NCAA playoffs.”

Press-time Update: Both quarterbacks’ 
wishes came true. The 2015 edition of the 
Saints won the Liberty League champi-
onship, as Lefflbine (along with a lot of 
other people) had hoped, and with it an 
automatic appearance in NCAA Divi-
sion III post-season play, as Dempsey 
(and many others) had hoped. There,  
St. Lawrence fell to powerful Mount 
Union College in the first round, finish-
ing the season 8-3.  n

make it happen.”
Other than the touchdowns-in-a-season 

standard that Lefflbine eclipsed in 2014, 
the rest of the records came tumbling 
down during the 2015 campaign. He 
overtook Dempsey for career touchdown 
passes midway through, and kept going. 
He broke his own record four times in a 
38-21 win at Springfield, for example.

“I honestly don’t think about records,” 
Lefflbine said, echoing Dempsey. “The 
way our offense has played, we just go out 
there and have fun.” 

“I think it’s great that Mike is breaking 
(the records),” Dempsey said. “It means 
the team is getting better.”

The two quarterbacks have never met 
face-to-face, but if they ever do, they will 
have a lot to talk about.

“I would love to meet Kirk someday,” 
said Lefflbine. “It sounds like we have a 
lot in common.  I’m sure we would talk 
about football, but I would be interested 
to hear how it was to play at SLU in the 
1970s and what it was like to win back 
then and go to the NCAA playoffs.”

and touchdowns thrown in a career and 
a season, as well as total offense yards in a 
season and career. In all, the 2014 Liberty 
League co-Offensive Player of the Year 
owns more than 10 St. Lawrence records.

Many of those were held by Dempsey.
“I actually didn’t know all the records 

I held,” says Dempsey, who guided the 
Saints to the 1976 NCAA semifinal game. 
“For me, it was not about the stats and the 
records. We were just out there having fun 
and trying to win games. My teammates 
were some of my best friends in college, 
and many are still good friends today.”

Like Dempsey, Lefflbine was not aware 
of the records until he started to break 
them. After a touchdown pass in the 
Merchant Marine game at the end of the 
2014 season, he came off the field to be 
greeted by Assistant Coach Dan Puck-
haber shaking his hand. “I was a little 
confused,” he recalls, “and then they told 
me I had broken the record for TD passes 
in a season.”

That year, Lefflbine was listed as a senior 
on the St. Lawrence athletics webpage 
since it was technically his fourth year of 
college and he was getting ready to gradu-
ate in the spring. But upon further review, 
he was eligible to play one more season, 
in fall 2015.

“It was an easy decision,” said Lefflbine 
mid-season. “I wanted to get that league 
championship.  At the end of last year 
everyone was asking me if I was coming 
back and I checked with Coach (and As-
sistant Athletics Director Mike) Howard 
’87 on my eligibility and we confirmed 
that I was OK to play one more season. I 
just needed to work with the coaches and 
some of the faculty to see how I could 

15

MIKE LEFFLBINE ’16

“I honestly don’t think 
about records. The way 
our offense has played, 
we just go out there 

and have fun.” 

HOCKEY WEEKLY
Subscribe to Coach Carvel’s 

Tuesday updates on men’s hockey, 
“Underneath the Halo.” Email Greg 
Carvel at gcarvel@stlawu.edu, and 

you’ll be on the list!
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Intensity wins athletics contests, and there was a lot of it in last season's 8-3 football squad.  

Here, Patrick Bryant (9), Maurice Irby (21) and Matt Gardiner celebrate another touchdown.

MARCHING IN
KEEP UP WITH YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS TEAMS!

For schedules, scores,statistics and more, visit saintsathletics.com
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OUR NEWEST HALL OF FAMERS 
Director of Athletics  Bob Durocher M’94, front right, stands with last 
fall’s inductees into the Athletics Hall of Fame: front from left, Tod 
Northrup ’85, Brian McColgan ’88, Mark Shortsleeve ’87, Laura Pecchia 
’01 and Andy Gustafson ’75; and back from left, Phil Lanzatella ’83, 
Pat Conners ’88, Jason Bovenzi ’94, Dick Cootware ’79 and Hank 
Lammens ’88. Not pictured are Lelan Rogers ’86, Amy Farrell ’99 and 
Gina Kingsbury ’04. For more, go to www.saintsathletics.com/hof.

OLYMPIC HEIGHTS: MEN’S HOCKEY TEAM VISITS  
FAMOUS VENUES IN EUROPE
A men’s hockey team trip to Europe last August included a game 
against SG Cortina, a professional team in Cortina d’Ampezzo, Italy. 
The game—a 6-3 win for the Saints—was played at SG Cortina’s home 
rink, Stadio Olimpico, one the sites for the 1956 Olympic Winter 
Games. “The dressing rooms are in a separate building from the 
ice surface,” explains trainer Aisha Visram, “and we had the unique 
experience of walking outside to get to the rink after we had gotten 
dressed. As we made our way we enjoyed this spectacular view of 
the mountains.” The Saints played three games against European 
opponents, and won all three. More pictures from their trip can be 
seen at Visram’s team Instagram account @slumenshockey and also 
the twitter account@sluhockeyequip.

SPORTS GALLERY

Facebook: facebook.com/saintsathletics Twitter: twitter.com/SLUsaints  

KEEP UP WITH YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS TEAMS!
For schedules, scores,statistics and more, visit saintsathletics.com
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Men’s Cross Country 21st straight Liberty League 
title; Joe Smith and Thomas Caulfield named All-
Americas, Smith Liberty League Runner of the 
Year and Sidi Abdoulaye Rookie of the Year; John 
Newman ’94 named league Coach of the Year for 
eighth straight time.

Women’s Cross Country Megan Kellogg NCAA 
Atlantic Regional and Liberty League Runner of the 
Year; Elina Breton league Rookie of the Year; Kellogg 
and Lisa Grohn first-team all-league.

Men’s Hockey Goalie Kyle Hayton first Saint 
ever to be named Player of the Week by American 
Sports Network.

Men’s Soccer Second round of NCAA tournament, 
eliminated by Haverford in Round of 16. Harry Copeland 
Liberty League Player of the Year, goalkeeper Ryan 
Roethel Co-Defensive Player of the Year, Jethro Dede 
Rookie of the Year.

Women’s Soccer First NCAA appearance since 1989; 
four first-team All-Liberty League selections. Kaleigh 
White league leader in goals scored (15), tied all-time 
SLU record for goals in a season.

Football Mike Leffline Liberty League co-Offensive 
Player of the Year; James Holley-Grisham Special Teams 
Player of the Year; coaches named Coaching Staff of 
the Year.

Saints cheers for these 
achievements in fall 2015 STANDING O
For more, go to www.saintsathletics.com.
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By Ryan Deuel

Four young alumni 
find themselves working 

behind the scenes with 
a legendary NFL team.  

SPIKE
A
SLUforfor

>>>
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SLU

From left, Amanda Chase ’12, 

Casey Capello ’12, Tom Pasquali ’12 

and Dennis Lock ’08 at the 

Miami Dolphins’ Sun Life Stadium.
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                                                  hat is the probability 
that four people—three from the same graduating class—
would end up working for an organization of approximately 
200 people located 1,500 miles from the university they 
attended? 

Two of them, Dennis Lock ’08 and Thomas Pasquali ’12, 
work at the National Football League’s Miami Dolphins’ 
training camp in Davie, Florida, in the sports analytics 
department. Let’s rephrase that … Tom and Dennis ARE the 
Dolphins’ sports analytics department.

Lock joined the Dolphins in the summer of 2014, con-
ducting analytics for the team’s Player Personnel department 
in Football Operations.

“The new General Manager came in and wanted to intro-
duce analytics as part of their new approach to scouting new 
players and coaches,” says Lock, who was hired out of gradu-

ate school at Iowa State and continues to work on his Ph.D. 
in statistics. 

Lock was immediately tasked with bringing on another 
sports analyst and learned of Pasquali from his parents, Rob-
in and Patti Fraser Lock, St. Lawrence professors of statistics 
and mathematics, respectively. Pasquali earned a master’s 
degree in statistics, after graduating with his bachelor’s in 
mathematics from St. Lawrence, just as Lock had four years 
before. Pasquali had always wanted to work in sports analyt-
ics, but in baseball, especially after a short internship with 
the New York Yankees following his graduate program. That’s 
about the time he received Lock’s call.

“I had never thought about working in football analytics 
because it’s so new,” says Pasquali, who played baseball at St. 
Lawrence. “It’s been around in baseball for quite some time; 
you have these one-on-one scenarios like a batter against a 
pitcher. But in football, you’re looking at all 11 players on 
the field at the same time for every play.”

Lock and Pasquali provide just about everything statistics- 
and analytics-related to the team, including recapping games, 
looking ahead to opposing teams to supplement game plans, 
and providing analysis on free agents. They present that 
information to coaches, who often digest it and make it 
available to players.

“What set Tom apart from the other people I interviewed 
was not his statistical ability but his ability to interact with 
people,” Lock says. “It doesn’t matter how good the analysis 
is if you can’t convey the message to the decision-makers in a 
coherent way.”

Lock concentrates on offense, Pasquali on defense. “We’re 
having a friendly competition to see which unit performs 
better,” Lock says. “Then the loser has to buy the winner a 
round a golf.”

Neat story, right? But, it doesn’t stop there. 

                                         eet Amanda Chase ’12, who 
works for the Miami Dolphins Foundation as director of 
operations and logistics for the Dolphins Cancer Challenge, 
a bike-riding event that raises money for cancer research and 
treatment at the University of Miami’s Sylvester Com-
prehensive Cancer Center. Last year, Amanda helped the 
Dolphins raise $4.65 million; next year their goal has been 
set at $5.75 million, of which 100 percent is donated to the 
cancer center.

The whole thing is based off the Pan-Mass Challenge, which 
raised $45 million for the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute in 
Boston last year. Chase’s parents have been involved in the 
PMC since before she was born, and Chase interned for the 
challenge throughout her four years at St. Lawrence. 

“I was doing one last internship for PMC when the people 
from the Dolphins came to see that event,” she says. “When 
I met them, they asked me, ‘What are you doing now that 
your internship is over? Why don’t you help us with our 
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“It’s crazy that in an     organization of 200   
  there are four of us     here from SLU.”
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event?’ I never thought I’d leave Boston or the Northeast, so 
I said, ‘three months in South Florida, sure, why not?’”

Three months turned into three years last September. 
Chase spends most of her time mainly behind the scenes, 
planning routes and concerts as well as budgeting the event 
from beginning to execution. 

While at St. Lawrence, she played soccer and minored in 
sport studies and exercise science, which fueled her interest 
in a sports career. However, it was her major in psychology 
that she feels prepared her most for her job.

“As a psychology major, you learn a ton of things about 
people, the way they work and how to talk to people,” 
Chase says. “(Being part of ) the community at St. Lawrence 
and being a psych major are where I picked up most of my 
people skills. That helped me not only get a job but also deal 
with different people every day.”

                                      inally, there’s Casey Capello ’12. 
She had been working for a sports marketing company out 
of Boston when she interviewed with the Dolphins. Prepar-
ing for her interview, she logged onto LinkedIn and found 
that Chase was already working for the team.

“I reached out to her to get a behind-the-scenes look at 
the culture and the company and the direction they were 
heading in,” she says. “Ironically, the same happened with 
Tom, who had gotten my phone number and taken the same 
approach I took with Amanda. And now we’re all here!”

Capello started in the entry-level sales program, where she 
and five other new hires had eight to 12 months to prove them-
selves. She proved her worth in just six months and moved 
into an accounting executive/business development position. 

“I came down here with the mindset that I was going to 
work as hard as I could and try to get promoted into a per-
manent position,” she says. “Luckily, that happened. I went 
from calling on a lot of consumers to calling on businesses 

throughout South Florida. Not only am I hosting businesses 
at the stadium; I’m also going out and meeting with (their 
management) one-on-one.”

For the three 2012 grads, especially, there are two common 
St. Lawrence themes to their story. The first is their affiliation 
with athletics: baseball for Pasquali, soccer for Chase, and 
basketball for Capello.

“Being a two-year captain and developing leadership 
skills—dealing with conflict, being approachable and being 
a hard worker and staying focused—kept me disciplined and 
flexible enough to think quickly on my feet, (and that) has 
helped me professionally,” Capello says.

The second common thread is the skill they developed deliv-
ering presentations. Whether it is sports analytics, a business 
plan or a sales pitch, all four say that their experience giving 
presentations in class and speaking in front of people helped 

prepare them for the job functions they perform today.
“I tell students all the time who email me ‘what are the 

most important things in analytics?’ that it’s learning how to 
explain your report not to people with math backgrounds 
but to coaches and GMs who may have zero math back-
ground,” Pasquali says. 

While the three 2012 grads knew of each other, they weren’t 
necessarily close friends … not that that mattered much.

“At St. Lawrence, in that small community, you kind of 
know everybody,” Capello says. “It’s crazy that in an orga-
nization of 200 people, there are four of us here from St. 
Lawrence,” Chase says. “When Casey and I found that out, 
we said ‘this is so funny, we’ve got to tell St. Lawrence.’” 

What are the chances? Based on what these alumni say and 
have experienced, they may be pretty good for Laurentians. n

Ryan Deuel is St. Lawrence University's director 
of media relations

F
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SEY CAPELLO

AMANDA CHASE

“It’s crazy that in an     organization of 200   
  there are four of us     here from SLU.”—Amanda Chase ’12

TIP: To learn more about St. Lawrence’s new major in statistics, visit stlawu.edu/statistics.

90276_SLU_018-021_CS6.indd   21 12/14/15   11:14 AM

http://stlawu.edu/statistics


22

A tutoring program 
conceived by a 

St. Lawrence professor 
and a Mohawk chief 

set in motion 
five decades 

of collaboration.
By Neal Burdick ’72

 It all started with a box lacrosse game,” 
Donna Christian ’71 told a Schenectady Gazette reporter in 1969. Christian 
was at the time the first co-director, with Joyce DeRosa Kay ’72, of Opera-
tion Kanyengehaga, a tutoring program at the Akwesasne (St. Regis) Mo-
hawk Reservation about 40 miles from campus. 

She went on to explain that Chief Ernest Benedict ’40 had organized the 
game as part of his campaign to promote interest in native peoples’ heritage 
and concerns. Munsil Government Professor Robert N. Wells Jr., who taught 
a course on Native history and issues, attended and asked Benedict what 
could be done to help the people on the reservation. Benedict, who would go 
on to found the North American Indian Traveling College with considerable 
behind-the-scenes help from St. Lawrence, and Minerva White M’86 both 
immediately responded, “tutors”. 

Thus was born Operation Kanyengehaga (from a Mohawk term for “peo-
ple of the land of the flint”), and with it some 46 years, and counting, of  
St. Lawrence involvement with Akwesasne (“where the partridge drums”).

“‘Operation K’ was the brainchild of Bob Wells,” Kay said recently. “He had 
a great relationship with Chief Benedict. There was a problem with kids on the 
reservation staying in school long enough to graduate, and these two friends 
believed that a personal relation-
ship with a college student could 
change the perspective of the Ak-
wesasne kids who had very little 
outside influence of the beneficial 
kind.” Wells, she explained, asked 
her and Christian to “sell the idea 
(and) drum up a group of tutors,” 
an effort that ultimately proved 

CRAFT GIFT >>>
As an expression of thanks for St. Lawrence’s contributions of 

funds and labor toward the construction of a library at Akwesasne, 

Mohawk community members presented the University with a 

hand-crafted “Great Tree of Peace” in September 1971. Made 

primarily of birch limbs and deer hide, it is re-created here by 

contemporary artist Melinda Josie of Toronto. The inscription 

reads, “To St. Lawrence University, in appreciation for all assistance 

in helping us to help ourselves by working with us to establish our 

library and cultural center, tutorial program, Upward Bound 

program, scholarships, three-week institute regarding Indians in 

higher education, hosting the Iroquois Conference, especially the 

opportunity of sharing our friendly thoughts and ideas. NIOWEN.”  

“

Where the Partridge Drums

Illustrations by Melinda Josie

>
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struggles that were part of their daily life gave us an amaz-
ing opportunity to learn by doing,” Christian says. A Senior 
Fellow at the Center for Applied Linguistics in Washington, 
D.C., she adds, “The experiences fed into my interest in socio-
linguistics, and I've been working on language/cultural diver-
sity issues, especially in education, ever since.”

             peration kanyengehaga no longer exists
by name. But over time, the University’s engagement with 
Akwesasne has taken wing. Beginning in 1970, St. Lawrence 
students helped raise funds for books and other supplies for a 
library/community center on the reservation. David Abeel ’72 
was a prime mover in that effort. Built by the community, it 
was the first such facility on Native American land in the East, 
Wells says. 

Shortly thereafter, St. Lawrence and Mater Dei College, Og-
densburg, began offering college-level classes on the reserva-
tion. Numerous Mohawks graduated with bachelor’s or mas-
ter’s degrees without having to leave the reservation, and were 
able to find jobs in schools, government and businesses. By 
2000, when it ended, 45 St. Lawrence professors had taught 
in that adult program. 

Meanwhile, in 1971 St. Lawrence began providing academic 
programs, through the federally-funded program Upward 
Bound, to high school students both on the reservation and 
on campus. Upward Bound was discontinued at St. Lawrence 
in 2006, but Mohawk college students are still assisted finan-
cially by St. Lawrence through the Higher Education Oppor-
tunity Program (HEOP), which “provides economically and 
educationally disadvantaged residents the possibility of a college 
education,” according to the HEOP website.

  At about the time of Upward Bound’s demise, an Akwe-
sasne Semester was proposed, and several courses were taught 
by St. Lawrence faculty on the reservation. The semester pro-
gram did not take hold, but the teaching has continued, rang-
ing from the FYP course Native American Children and Youth 
to Native American Oral Traditions, The Natural World, and 
Environmental Perception and Indigenous Knowledge. 

Celia Nyamweru, retired professor of anthropology, taught 
the latter several times in recent fall semesters as a Communi-
ty-Based Learning (CBL) course. Once a week, the St. Law-
rence group met at the Akwesasne Boys & Girls Club to hear 
from tribal government leaders, environmental specialists and 
even an herbalist. This was followed by the CBL component, 
at the Boys & Girls Club, the St. Regis Mohawk School (el-
ementary) or the St. Regis Mohawk Tribe Environment Di-
vision, where director Ken Jock ’79, an Akwesasne resident, 
was a mentor. “Some semesters we had students working at 
the Mohawk language immersion school (the Akwesasne Free-
dom School), helping the older kids get ready to shift to the 
mainstream English language system,” Nyamweru says. 

“I was amazed and humbled by the generosity of the guest 
speakers,” she adds. “It was interesting to me to see how little 
most of the SLU students—even those from the North Coun-

successful, with as many as a dozen SLU students at a time 
riding in University vans to Akwesasne to tutor “hundreds” of 
Mohawk children over the years, according to Wells, who is 
now retired. During a quarter century, he estimates, more than 
1,500 St. Lawrence students tutored a dozen subjects at Ak-
wesasne, contributing to a decline in the school dropout rate 
among Mohawk youth from 80 percent in 1968 to 10 percent 
in 1988. As well, more began going on to college, including  
St. Lawrence, Wells notes.

“The program was rewarding for all those involved,” Kay 
says. “SLU tutors not only got to interact with very appre-
ciative students, but also had an immersion course in Native 
American culture as it related to the aspirations of those kids. 
It was also very rewarding to know you were making a differ-
ence in a young person's future. Although it was called a tutor-
ing program, and the kids were getting help with their studies, 
it was way more than that. They were getting a glimpse of the 
possibilities that a high school diploma might bring.”  

“Getting to know about life in the Akwesasne community, 
learning firsthand about cultural diversity, and seeing the 

O

Chief Ernest Benedict ’40 organized 

a game of lacrosse as part of his 

campaign to promote native peoples’ 

heritage and concerns.
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my elementary students have college role models.”
Minerva White M’86 has been involved with St. Lawrence-Ak-

wesasne educational interactions since the beginning. While not 
shy about expressing her dismay at the demise of Upward Bound, 
which she helped found, White says that the numerous programs 
that have come and gone over the years “have helped the St. Regis 
Mohawks build our own educational leaders within our commu-
nity.  As we progressed, we got better at doing education.

“Our relationship has been built on cooperation and mu-
tual respect,” White says. What more can one ask of human 
interaction? n

try—knew about the Mohawks and the Akwesasne commu-
nity. The course challenged a lot of their stereotypes. They also 
found challenges at their CBL sites, but (commented on) the 
good relationships they built up with some of the children 
they met each week.”

Emma Phillips ’16, an Akwesasne resident, was one of Nyam-
weru’s students. “I wanted to learn about different cultures that 
share similar values,” she says. “It was really interesting to view 
the place where I grew up from an outsider’s perspective. 

“SLU does a good job at incorporating involvement with 
Akwesasne kids through CBL, but there could be more in-
volvement between St. Lawrence students and high school 
students,” Phillips says. “Exposing high school students to all 
the opportunities at St. Lawrence would be very beneficial for 
both, and increase the chance of the Akwesasne students pur-
suing college.”

      ncreasing those contacts is one of the jobs 
of Brenda Papineau ’02, St. Lawrence’s director of community-
based learning partnerships and herself an Akwesasne resident. 
She notes that every semester for 10 years now, numerous St. 
Lawrence students have devoted at least two hours a week for 10 
weeks to active engagement on the reservation. “We are working 
to create mutually beneficial experiences and relationships,” she 
says. “Ultimately, it is my hope that stereotypes and misconcep-
tions commonly associated with the Native American race are 
laid to rest through students’ experience at Akwesasne.”

If there is a descendant of Operation Kanyengehaga, it may 
be Branching Out With Books (BOWB). Molly Plunkett ’14 
was there from its beginning, when in 2011 Papineau pro-
posed “a literacy program that would encourage children on 
the reservation to find joy in learning and take control of their 
own education,” says Plunkett, who, with Papineau, success-
fully built the program as her CBL placement. 

“It was a great way to get to know the greater North Country 
community even better,” Plunkett says. “The reservation is deep 
in culture and heritage that is often overlooked. BOWB also 
gave me an opportunity to work closely with children, motivat-
ing and encouraging their academic endeavors, (which) eventu-
ally inspired me to go into teaching in high-need areas,” says 
Plunkett, a Teach for America corps member in Houston.

Plunkett says it’s hard to gauge BOWB’s success because it’s 
young and its goals are long-term. She does note that the chil-
dren “were always thrilled to see the SLU students arrive, and 
were fully engaged.”  

Akwesasne educators have also been pleased, not just with 
BOWB but also with Laurentians’ involvement over the years. 
“St. Lawrence students’ time spent reading, helping with 
homework, creating art or just playing outside with the kids 
has created lasting bonds,” says Jessica Cree Jock, executive di-
rector of the Akwesasne Boys & Girls Club. Sharlee Thomas, 
principal of the St. Regis Mohawk School, notes the collab-
orative aspects of the relationship, adding, “The St. Lawrence 
students gain insight into how elementary students learn, and 

I

SLU tutors not only got to interact with 

appreciative students, but also had an immersion 

course in Native American culture as it related to 

the aspirations of those kids.

Some historical data in this article 
was adapted with permission from 
“Notes Toward a History of the Mohawks 
of Akwesasne, 1755-2000,” by 
Robert N. Wells Jr., in Quarterly, 
Vol. 60 no. 2 (2015), published by 
the St. Lawrence County Historical 
Association, Canton, N.Y.
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eople at st. lawrence university might know Alexis “Lexi” Brown 
’16 for her success on the volleyball court and strong presence in the 
classroom. What they might not know, however, is that she has done 

years of cutting-edge research on bats. 
Since sophomore year of high school, Lexi, a biology major and geology 

minor, has been making annual trips to a remote research field station in 
Costa Rica to study bats. “Nobody knows much about bats there, so there’s 
high potential for new findings,” she says. 

Every night in the rainforest, the Sayville, New York, native spends two 

By Kara McDuffee ’15

Lexi Brown ’16 personifies the scholar-athlete ideal
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Lexi Brown ’16 personifies the scholar-athlete ideal

Whether she’s powering 
volleyballs over the net in 
Burkman Gym or studying 
bats in Central America to 
learn more about disease 
transmission, Lexi Brown ’16 
is a St. Lawrence standout.

SPORTS
BALANCING
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or summer 2015, Lexi received a St. Lawrence Tanner Fel-
lowship to spend 12 more days in the rainforest to expand 
her research, which she has turned into an honors thesis.

Despite the time Lexi dedicates to her research, she still has 
found time to achieve All-America recognition on the vol-
leyball court. Ranked in the top ten for eight St. Lawrence 
records, she finished her career as the all-time career leader in 
kills, and was named a Regional Academic All-American as 
both a junior and a senior.

“Lexi is the epitome of what we want all of our student athletes to 
strive for,” says head coach Shelly Roiger. “Her passion for volleyball 
is unreal, but it doesn’t hold a match to the passion she has for bats.”

to three hours catching bats in a mistnet (think of a volleyball 
net, with smaller spaces). After identifying the gender, age 
and species of the bat, she carefully removes its parasites using 
tape. The unharmed bat is set free after five minutes, but Lexi 
will spend hours analyzing and enumerating the parasites. 
Further analysis is done in a lab in the United States.

“We’re trying to find correlations between the type of para-
sites and type of bat,” she explains, “as well as compare the 
genetics of these parasites with the ones already in genetic 
databases.” Eventually, this research could be used to in-
crease our knowledge of disease ecology and how to protect 
humans from the spread of diseases carried by bats.

F
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Lexi has seemed to master the balance between academics 
and athletics. She once managed to attend the annual North 
American Society for Bat Research conference in Albany 
during the day and play a volleyball match that night. Her 
mother, a specialist in the evolutionary relationship between 
organisms and in molecular ecology, had to present her poster 
for her, but Lexi didn’t seem disappointed—perhaps because 
she will be presenting at the International Bat Research Con-
ference this summer in South Africa.

Lexi has even fitted in a semester on St. Lawrence’s program in 
Australia. She is considering returning to study flying foxes, which 
have a five-foot wingspan and, according to Lexi, “are adorable.”  

Whatever country she ends up in, she wants to pursue a 
doctorate in conservation ecology and continue to study bats 
and diseases. “My professors at St. Lawrence have helped me 
shape my plans for future research,” Lexi states. “I’ve had such 
a meaningful experience.”

Though her volleyball career might be ending soon, it seems 
certain her research career is just getting started. n

Kara McDuffee, also a stellar scholar-athlete at 
St. Lawrence, is an English teacher and girls’ 
basketball coach at Brewster Academy, as well 
as her class’s reporter to this magazine.

“Her passion for 
volleyball is unreal, 

BUT IT DOESN’T 
HOLD A MATCH 

to the passion she 
has for bats.”

P
H

O
TO

 C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

 L
E

X
I B

R
O

W
N

90276_SLU_026-029_CS6.indd   29 12/14/15   11:17 AM



3030

PHILANTHROPY IN ACTION

pus master plan and reinforces 
the life-long connections that 
are made among Laurentians. 
Dick’s generosity and loyalty to 
St. Lawrence are unmatched, 
and it is wonderful that he 
continues to demonstrate the 
importance of philanthropy for 
our students and other Lau-
rentians. I am delighted that 
we now have the Brush Quad, 
and I know it will be loved for 
generations.”

Brush’s gift has allowed the 
University to replace the asphalt 

roadways that ran between Dean-
Eaton Hall and the Quad and 

from the Quad toward Sykes Residence and Sullivan Student 
Center. The new walkway extends Millennium Way from 
Brewer Bookstore to the southwest corner of the Quad. The 
Gateway to the Quad project was completed for the start of 
this year’s fall semester.

Brush, who resides in Fairport, New York, and on the Pacif-
ic coast in Oregon, has also been a very generous benefactor 
to the arts at the University. The Richard F. Brush Art Gallery 
is named in recognition of his generosity.  n

he newly renovated 
Quad has received 
a generous gift 
from one of the 

University’s largest benefactors, 
creating new entrances that will 
enhance the central green space 
on campus.

Trustee Emeritus Richard F. 
Brush ’52’s gift of $2 million 
has created a “Gateway to the 
Quad” and has added support 
to the University endowment. 
He made the gift in honor of 
his brother and Trustee Emeri-
tus John “Jack” D. Brush ’50, 
and in honor of his lifelong St. 
Lawrence friends, the late William R. “Bill” Davis ’50 and Wil-
liam J. “Bill” Caldwell ’50. In honor of this gift, the Quad now 
bears the name the Richard F. Brush ’52 University Quad. 

“A thoughtful charitable gift to one’s alma mater is fulfilling to 
both the giver and the institution,” Brush said. “I am especially 
pleased to honor Jack, Bill and Bill, and help the University 
move forward.”

“This is a special gift to St. Lawrence,” said President William 
L. Fox ’75, “because it both helps the University with our cam-

BY RYAN DEUEL

T

Left: Art Gosnell ’79 introduces President William L. Fox ’75 at the New York Yacht Club, where Art and his wife, Page, graciously 

hosted more than 200 Laurentians last October. Right: Leif Skodnick ’02, left, chats with recent graduates Ellen Williams ’15 and 

Divya Biswal ’15, right, at the New York Yacht Club. For more photos from this event, please visit facebook.com/SLUAlumniAssoc/ 

and check out the “Laurentians Gather in New York City” album. 

Part of the “Gateway to the Quad,” low stone walls and new 

walkways invite Laurentians to pause and enjoy the ambience. 

Quad Named For 
Richard F. Brush ’52 

A gathering in New York City brings together many Laurentians
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PHILANTHROPY IN ACTION

BY JOHN PEZDEK ’03, M’07

he Abbott-Young Memorial Temple has been a St. 
Lawrence landmark since 1926, and a source of pride 
and inspiration to St. Lawrence Beta Zetas and, in-

deed, Betas everywhere.  In 2012, a Beta Zeta reunion on cam-
pus drew nearly 200 alumni and was the catalyst for a temple 
restoration effort. In 2013, fundraising launched through the 
leadership of Chair Allen Splete ’60; Co-Chairs David L. Torrey 
’53, E.B. Wilson ’53, the late Peter Van De Water ’58 and  
O. Mitchell Brown III ’78; and more than 30 class leaders.   
The drive drew to a close in 2015 with 370 supporters commit-
ting over $500,000, testimony to the power of mutual assistance.    

As one of the cornerstone events of Homecoming 2015, 
over 175 Beta Zeta alumni, current brothers and St. Lawrence 
community members celebrated the reopening of the temple.  
Remarks were tendered by St. Lawrence President William L. 
Fox ’75, Splete, current Beta Zeta President Matthew N. Kinney 
’16 and Beta Theta Pi (national) Administrative Office Editor 
and Director of Communication L. Martin Cobb.  Attendees 
browsed the Beta archives and toured the temple and 25 College 
Street.  At the conclusion, the Beta Call, which originated at  
St. Lawrence, rang out.  

Beta Zeta will continue to hold chapter meetings in the 
restored space, while the University community may also reserve 
the temple for classes, meetings, celebrations and other purposes.    

To view additional photos of the restored Abbott-Young Me-
morial Temple and the celebration, please visit alumni.stlawu.
edu/beta-temple-restoration-celebration.  n 

T

Top: Beta Zetas perform the Beta Call to conclude the celebration. Middle: The restored Abbott-Young temple is available to the 

entire campus community for a variety of functions. Bottom: Allen Splete ’60 shows current Beta Zeta brothers shingles from the 

original chapter house.

Abbott-Young  
Memorial Temple Reopens
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To-Do List

1

3

2
BRUSH QUAD  
NAMING OPPORTUNITIES
Support is still sought for the Richard F. Brush Quad (see page 30):
Promenade: $500,000
Quad Wall: $250,000
Residence Hall Patio: $250,000

For gifts at these levels, the University will recognize your support 
with a special naming opportunity. For more information, please 
contact Thomas R. Pynchon, tpynchon@stlawu.edu 
or 315-229-5583.

THE JOHN MEAGHER  
ENDOWMENT FUND CHALLENGE
Many St. Lawrence University students rely on the Office of 
Disability and Accessibility Services to help them navigate the 
unique challenges they face in college. Special software that 
converts text to speech and working with tutors and profession-
al staff on learning patterns are just a couple of ways in which 
students with documented disabilities or accessibility needs use 
this important campus resource. In honor of the former direc-
tor who did much to establish these services, St. Lawrence seeks 
$1 million to establish the John Meagher Endowment Fund. 
Thanks to the generosity of several St. Lawrence alumni, par-
ents and friends, as of November 1, 2015, more than $600,000 
in gifts and new commitments have been secured.  
To learn more: Chad Tessier, ctessier@stlawu.edu  
or 315-229-5519.

4
SUSTAINABILITY SEMESTER  
PROGRAM ENDOWMENT
Sustainability Semester students delve into complex and challenging 
environmental issues through studies in economics, ecology and the 
theory and practice of sustainable living. The program focuses on: 
•  Learning in both rural and urban settings through  

interactive experience
• Academic study
•  Practical experience living sustainably on a  

farm site near campus
•  Working with community partners in  

the North Country and in Boston
• Paid, project-based summer internships
To ensure the continuance of this important program, we seek to 
create a $2 million endowment.  
For more information: Sue Regier, sregier@stlawu.edu.

SUPPORT THE  ST. LAWRENCE FUND
Our vitality is our strength. We have strong admissions appeal,  
our financial footing is sound, our students are active and engaged, 
innovation and collaboration are common across campus, and the 
broader Laurentian community is spirited.  

The St. Lawrence annual fund is the lifeline of this vitality.  
Please support St. Lawrence with a gift. Your participation is part  

of the vitality of philanthropy that benefits each student every day.   
To make your gift call us at 1-888-758-4438 or visit  
alumni.stlawu.edu/givingoptions.  Thank you.  
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ON SOCIAL MEDIA

@sylvs08

@cbrcolleen

Samantha Yee

Kate Ludwig

#SLUfamous
 We asked, you ansWered: What colors do you wear on National College Colors Day? 

@boohetz

@caitsherrr

Noah Plotkin@cmburgin11

“Class of 2015 and 2005. 

One thing that doesn't 

change in ten years: 

how much we love 

#ScarletandBrown!”

@jakehurlbut

@sonjaelisee

@rcdimezzo
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 We asked, you ansWered: What colors do you wear on National College Colors Day? 

BY TERRENCE O’BRIEN ’10

             think there is a predictable 
developmental bridge that shapes all 
high school students entering the 
larger landscapes of college living
and life. Whether it is at St. Law-
rence or some other setting in 
higher education, the first-year 
collegian’s “small world” of high 
school is soon seen as just a slice 
of a much bigger pie.

I was born in El Salvador during 
the country’s civil war, adopted before 
age 4, and spun (which in hindsight 
seems to be a life pattern) into a larger and 
vastly different world.  Entry into a new social 
and cultural universe happened again when as a 
high school junior I attended Wilbraham and Monson 
Academy in Massachusetts, and again in my coming 
to SLU. After college, my return to El Salvador for a 
year and my service in the Peace Corps in Indonesia 
for 27 months continued my life of shifting from one 
world to another. Now, as I re-create myself in South 
Carolina as an employee of the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission, I am at it again.

I look back at my time at Wilbraham and Monson 
and note the emphasis on academic achievement and 
community-building of a diverse population of teen-
agers still very much in need of surrogate parenting. I 
can’t help but wince when I look at the enormousness 
of that challenge for WMA faculty and staff.

SLU was the WMA experience with far less surrogate 

parenting and a notion of community 
that expanded well beyond the geog-

raphy of a campus, reaching across 
a planet full of diverse languages, 
cultures, economies, religions and 
political ideologies. The message 
of global community and global 
responsibility was as evident in 
my St. Lawrence Global Studies 

classes as it was if one took the time 
to read posters at the student union, 

or even the alumni magazine.
To say my life of changes at times felt 

fragmented would be an understatement. 
As is the case for most who by life’s lottery 

were born into a civil war society, I learned early 
to be a good observer. Ever since, I’ve been a good 
observer, if not always a good listener. (This created 
some complications when I was a student).

What I observed at St Lawrence is what I carry 
with me: faculty commitment; a supportive and re-
sponsive community when things weren’t going well; 
a prevailing vision that permeated the classrooms 
and Sandy MacAllaster Field, where I spent a great 
deal of time as a member of the men’s soccer team.

What I observed at SLU was a vision cloaked in the 
belief that we can do it, we can make a difference, if 
we work together.

The source of hope in this world is vision. St. Law-
rence University has shared with me the gift of sight. 
I will do my best to pass it on. n

Larger Landscapes

We welcome your submissions for “First-Person.” They should be no more than 500 words and should connect with an 
aspect of your lifelong experience with St. Lawrence University. For consideration, please email nburdick@stlawu.edu.

I
The author with his 
sister Jessie at his  
Commencement.

St. Lawrence 
was a notion 
of community 
that expanded 
well beyond the 

geography of 
the campus.

,,

,,
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They are one of only four 
families to be so recognized 
through the years for their 
many areas of public service. 
He has funded a St. Lawrence 
scholarship to a deserving 
resident of Erie County. The 
first recipient is in the Marines, 
the second is a veterinary as-
sistant and the third is Grant 
Haffenden ’18. 

Save the dates of our 65th 
Reunion, June 2-5. It is 
certainly on my calendar, 
even though, as the saying 
goes, “I don’t even buy green 
bananas anymore.” 

1952
BARBARA ROBERTSON 
MITCHELL
9 Pepperidge Road
Morristown, NJ 07960
973-267-9542
barmitchell@msn.com
Next Reunion: 65th, 2017

I asked Don Laidlaw if he was 
working on our class song for 
our 65th reunion. He lives in 
South Carolina, near Savannah, 
and loves the location. He had 
a great career working for IBM 
and then was drafted into the 
Army. After that he worked 
in the Education Department 
in Washington, under George 
W. Bush. We shared some 
wonderful memories of life at 
St. Lawrence and I promised to 
practice my singing. Those of 
you who know me well, please 
do not laugh!

Bob Bruce is not running this 
year, but plans to next year. 

John Yannes was such a good 
friend of my late husband, 
Jack O’Loughlin, while they 
were in school. He seems to be 
thoroughly enjoying his time 
in Weeki Wachee, Fla. It was 
good to hear his voice after 
these many years.

Pat and Jack Shakshober, as 
well as some of their chil-
dren, are still operating their 
golf club, Undermountain, in 
Copake, N.Y. When there is not 
much golf near the Taconic 
range, they vacation in Venice, 
Fla. Seems like a pretty good 
combo: free golf all summer, 
close to the Gulf in the winter!

I recently spoke to Nancy 
Chirch Zeller, Barbara 
“Whiffy” McDowell and Pat 
Cross Hannon, whom seem to 
be enjoying life, regardless of 
the vicissitudes of middle age.

Jane Raymond Ciarcia related 
a nice story about receiving 
artist-of-the-month honors 
in her painting class in Tor-
rington, Conn. She entered a 
painting that she had done 
many years ago at SLU, when 
she was a member of the Art 
Club in Fisher Hall, under the 
tutelage of Dr. Angus Mac-
Lean. Titled “Green Polyph-
ony,” featuring triangles and 
quarter-notes, it was inspired, 
as she recalls, by the sunlight 
on a broken beer bottle lying 
in Park Street. Who knows 
where one will find fame?

Harold Johnson says he and 
his two sisters, Betty and 
Helen, his twin, both now 
deceased, were to be inducted 
into the Hall of Fame in their 
high school in Hamburg, N.Y.  

1948
Albert A. Capacci turned 91 
in August. His daughter writes 
that “he is old but very young 
at heart, lives at home and 
LOVES St. Lawrence! Albert 
tells great stories about his 
teachers and sports.”

1951
JANET TAG O’LOUGHLIN
510 Lake Dornoch Drive
Pinehurst, NC 28734
910-246-6415
jtolonlake@nc.rr.com
Next Reunion: 65th, 
June 2-5, 2016

A very interesting article, and 
quite touching at times, was 
in the July 10 New York Times. 
“And Then the Art Cycle” 
describes the very diverse art 
collection of Odile Leterrier 
and her husband, the late 
Richard Stern.

Odile, a native of France, has 
lived in New York City for 
many years. She says, “My 
mother recycled everything, 
so I guess that taught me to 
look at beauty in everything in 
life.” It is really a very unique 
and enjoyable approach to 
art as well as found objects, in 
improbable places.  

1945
HELEN AITCHISON ELLISON
1405 Greenbriar Lane
West Grove, PA 19390
610-345-0908
hhellison@aol.com
Next Reunion: 75th, 2020

Notes from the Navy:  John 
Nill ’47 called to chat about 
the Navy bench dedication at 
Reunion last May. I also spoke 
with John Quirk ’48, who 
has had a stroke but is able 
to get around with a walker. 
Barney Martin communicates, 
and Walt Hluch ’47 keeps me 
informed about his activities. 
Back problems have slowed 
him down. Aren't we all a little 
"slower"? Bell Herndon ’47 
keeps up with Dr. Fred Zito ’47. 
Dr. Meredith “Buzz” Smith ’46 
checks in from the West Coast, 
still shooting his age or better 
in golf! 

Sid Eudene ’50 sent pictures 
of the summer of ’44 showing 
people at the Quarry, where 
we used to go swimming.  
What memories those pictures 
brought back!  

CLASS     NOTES

For information about becoming a reporter for any class prior to 1940, please contact Joe Keniston, 315-229-1858 or jkeniston@stlawu.edu.

You on You: This is your 
half of the alumni magazine. 

Be part of it–send news 
to your class reporter.
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I received a wonderful card 
from Joan Appleton Stone. She 
is so excited to have her grand-
daughters attending SLU. 

1953
LOIS SHAVER WELLS
PO Box 22
Ogdensburg, NY 13669
518-312-5913
bigdeerpond@gmail.com 
Next Reunion: 65th, 2018

Sadly, I report that five of our 
classmates have died: Charles 
R. Hunter and Frederick C. 
Loveless in May and Dr. Mary 
Jean Scott Silk in June, as 
reported in the last issue; and 
Marshall K. Gillette and Helen 
Campbell Lautenslager in July. 
We all have memories of these 
classmates, and send condo-
lences to their families.

Rosalie Epstein Moriah sends 
warm regards from Jerusalem 
to her SLU friends.
  1954
FRANK SHIELDS
16 Seward Street
Glens Falls, NY 12804
518-745-1775
fmshields@roadrunner.com
Next Reunion: 65th, 2019 

Sally Anable Walkovik was 
about to sit down to the 
weekly entertainment at her 
community residence when 
it occurred to her that the 
Dixieland band might have a 
familiar number from college 
days. The bandleader was 
pleased to accommodate her 
and struck up a snappy rendi-
tion of "When the Saints Go 
Marching In.” Sally was thrilled 
and proud she could tell her 
fellow residents the signifi-
cance of the tune.

Sally is in Dallas, Ga. I can pro-
vide her address if you would 
like to be in touch with her.

Sally was our class secretary, 
Jack Palmer our prexy. Jack 
and Sue usually spend the win-
ter at New Smyrna Beach, Fla., 
but recent health concerns 

have limited their time in the 
Sunshine State. Jack has found 
a group of guys who enrolled 
him in their twice-a-week 
gathering on the links.

Jerry Welch has returned to 
the coaching ranks with high-
schoolers in Irondequoit, in 
suburban Rochester, N.Y. Jerry 
had resigned himself to the 
bleachers, but was back with 
the kickers at the request of 
the head coach.

I hope your Christmas holidays 
were filled with fun and family.  
When you get a free moment,
drop me a line. And don’t 
forget the Annual Fund!

1955
CONNIE DOUGHTY KNIES
43 Westgate Blvd.
Plandome, NY 11030 
516-365-9029
cdknies@optonline.net  
Next Reunion: 65th, 2020

Last year was a wedding an-
niversary year for several lucky 
folks. Vivienne “Sistie” Sime 
Lewis and Tom ’54 celebrated 
in June with many of their chil-
dren and spouses and numer-
ous grandchildren. In the sum-
mer we had enjoyed a dinner 
with them, Geni Boyd Hurd 
and Vince Cashman. Geni had 
had a wonderful trip, saying 
she “saw every Monet hanging 
in Paris!” Vince, his wry sense 
of humor on display despite 
wrestling (as are so many of 
us) with health issues, had just 
bought a home in Florida and 
was glad to be getting out of 
the house that night because 
Judy Lennon Cashman’58 was 
hosting all the ladies of her 
book group.  He recently was 
honored by the Garden City 
Fire Department for his many 
years of service, including his 
years as chief. You may recall 
that he was responding ea-
gerly to fire alarms back when 
he was a student.  

Barney ’53 and Mary Roper 
Lewis celebrated their 60th 

anniversary. We had hurried 
home from our honeymoon 
back in 1955, so that Dick 
could be an usher in their wed-
ding, as Barney had been in 
ours. The Lewises live in Hilton 
Head, S.C., and are avid golfers 
with Barney keeping up with 
younger players.

We also celebrated our 60th 
anniversary, in August when 
our daughter, Nancy Knies 
Robson ’84, and her sister and 
brother arranged to rent a 
luxurious beach house in the 
Carolinas. We spent a lot of 
time soaking wet in the hot 
tub, pool and then a few steps 
over the dune to the ocean, 
where we saw a dolphin and 
a shark.

In planning a luncheon for 
local classmates, I chatted 
with Martha Gray Graham. She 
remembered a luncheon in 
college days at the Cashmans’ 
and being greeted warmly by 
the large and friendly family. 

I also spoke with Dottie Ellis 
Nigro. She and Dick ’54 
have moved to a condo on 
Long Island’s south shore. 
They are in good health 
and their three children live 
nearby. And I heard from Bev 
Harper Nalven, who couldn’t 
join us because she would 
be touring in Europe with 
her granddaughter.  

On a recent trip in Virginia with 
our 1912 Model T Ford, we met 
up with Ted Hiller and Ruth 
Reeves’58 at Williamsburg. 
Ted may be in his 80s like the 
rest of us, but my goodness, 
he’s not lolling about with the 
remote in his hand.  He named 
seven or eight organizations, 
including Rotary, a scholar-
ship-raising organization, the 

Christopher Wren Society, and 
the library board, to which he 
devotes considerable time 
and enthusiastic energy. No 
wonder he made a great Thelmo 
president! He recalled, fondly, 
working with Dean Brown and 
remembered his call when our 
stellar hockey team was headed 
to play-offs, to say “Let me make 
this perfectly clear—there will be 
no Jubilee Monday!”

I wish you all a good remainder 
of the winter and a happy 81st, 
82nd or 83rd birthday this year. 
Maybe we should be thinking 
about the Manley Society 
and writing St. Lawrence into
our wills—along with 
annual contributions.

1956
PRISCILLA HARVEY 
SCHROEDER
2215 Windbrook Court
Westlake Village, CA 91361
805-495-9758
memowind@roadrunner.com 
Next Reunion: 65th, 2021

Jan Reed Wise wrote, “As a 
small-town girl off the farm, 
St. Lawrence opened a whole 
new world to me—a world I had 
read about but never expected 
to experience. As I look back 
now, I realize that the people at 
St. Lawrence—the professors, 
classmates, the English depart-
ment that gave me a full-time 
job (bless Dr. Curtin and Doc 
Delmage!), the SLU atmosphere 
so friendly to us ‘countrykids’—
all encouraged me to believe I 
could have a life beyond milking 
cows. I loved growing up on the 
farm…but I wanted to ‘do’ 
things! St. Lawrence gave me 
the courage to believe I could, 
and I’m grateful.”  
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No Notes?
Classes that do not appear either did not receive any 
news, or lack a class reporter. To submit news, find 
your class reporter’s contact information by 
visiting alumni.stlawu.edu/classnotes and clicking 
on the appropriate decade. To volunteer to be a class 
reporter, contact Joe Keniston, jkeniston@stlawu.edu 
or 315-229-1858.
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David Bunis has retired from 
the retail business which 
consisted of fourteen Sample 
Shops in and around Buffalo. 
Presently he coaches small 
businesses with SCORE, 
the Service Corps of 
Retired Executives.

Ann Doughty Altshuler walks 
dogs which have been brought 
to the SPCA by dog control 
officers. Not used to the leash, 
they pull and strain. Ann 
teaches leash behavior during 
their five- to six-mile treks. 
Sundays, she and friends hike 
eight or more miles through 
the forests. Early to bed and 
early to rise is her advice!

For 25 years, Bruce Moore 
created pieces of jewelry as a 
hobby. Later he opened shops 
in the Bronx and Long Island 
to sell his pieces. From that he 
has retired, choosing wood-
working for recreation. He 
makes furniture and 
Quaker boxes.

While at St. Lawrence, Wayne 
Leach sang bass with the 
Saints and recalls with pride 
the win over the Yale Whiffen-
poofs. Wayne ran a radio 
show from the basement of 
Gunnison Chapel and was on 
the ski patrol. With hindsight 
he thinks he would have been 
better off had he remained at 
St. Lawrence rather than trans-
ferring to Syracuse University. 
He says SLU is the right-sized 
school for a student to meet 
people and to mature.

I began a study of hieroglyph-
ics during the summer and 
I find it a major challenge. 
I also visited high school 
friends in New Jersey, where 
we marveled at our collective 
advancing age. 

During our reunion, Dick 
Contee and Phyllis saw two 
fraternity brothers, Jim Wilkin-
son and Jim Barrick, and their 
families. They all reminisced 
with many laughs.  

Leslie Zittell Jose says she is 
humbled by all the time, effort, 
concern and love from friends 
so caring and interested that 
she was able to return for 
the reunion. Leslie is involved 
in the educational program 
Sages and Seekers again. She 
works with college, high school 
and elementary students on 
interviewing, brainstorming, 
writing and presentation skills. 

Doris Kloppenburg Ferry and 
Bob ’59 celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary with 
a Hawaiian cruise. Hal and I 
joined them for this festive oc-
casion. For their latest athletics 
exploits, helped along by All-
American Divya Biswal ’15, see 
the fall alumni magazine,

Ernie Mazza has been cor-
responding with Dave Batson 
’82, who is writing a memory 
collection of his dad’s life. Ray 
Batson and Ernie played Pee 
Wee hockey in New Haven, 
Conn. in 1949 and against each 
other in high school for three 
years. One of their coaches 
made it possible for Ray and 
Ernie to attend St. Lawrence. 
Ernie thought maybe Bill 
Carter would have good in-
formation to share with Dave. 
Any others?

Lola Somervile Schott, vice-
president of our senior class, 
said her late husband, Bill, 
“Was a wonderful husband 
and father” to daughter Dale 
and sons Bill, D.J. and Eric. Bill 
lives in Missouri, the others in 
North Carolina.

Rev. Jan Knost gave two 
beautiful tributes to the late 
Harry Houlis at our reunion in 
May. Harry had been sched-
uled to direct the octogenarian 
Saints trio of Dr. Dick Larson, 
Tom Halpin and Jan. A linguist, 
retired military officer and 

actor, Harry was fluent in six 
languages and could tell a 
joke in each of them. We 
send condolences.

Ann Clough Garlock sent an 
email with a document called 
“Play the Back Nine.” Among 
its messages are, “Remember 
it is health that is real wealth 
and not pieces of gold and 
silver,” and “Best of all is 
old friends!”

Marian Finck Moore says 
singing is therapy. She com-
pleted a river cruise starting 
in Switzerland with stops in 
France, Germany, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, and ending in 
Belgium. In the plans were 
trips to the Finger Lakes with 
a ride on the Erie Canal, plus a 
week in Vienna and Salzburg. 
Happy traveling!

My daughter, Sue, and I trav-
eled to Canton last fall to 
watch SLU soccer. She worked 
with business in the liberal arts 
majors on case studies and as-
sisted with mock interviews.

1957
JOYCE CALDWELL RHODES
5-C Oak Crest Court
Novato, CA 94947
415-892-9351
RhdJy@aol.com
Next Reunion: 60th, 2017

George Aney continues the 
same work schedule at his law 
practice that he has for over 
50 years. He spent the sum-
mer at Canadarago Lake in 
Richfield Springs, N.Y. St. Law-
rence alums call him when a 
good concert is coming to the 
Glimmerglass Opera House, 
or to Utica or Little Falls. Defi-
nitely on his schedule is our 
60th class reunion in 2017.
 
Sue Rich Parker reports it 
took days to recover from the 
joyous celebrations of her 80th 
birthday, a backyard barbecue 
and a formal dinner in down-
town Sioux Falls, S.D. These 
events were planned and 
hosted by her three children. 
Celebrants included many 
generations of family and 
friends from Washington, D.C., 
Minnesota and California.

 
Richard “Tinker” DeGraff has 
left his expensive rental home 
for a beautiful apartment next 
to the Audubon trails which he 
has walked over many years. 
He had a giant tag sale and 
sold many of his bird feeders. 
After 55 years as a broker he 
hopes to be grandfathered in 
as an "investment adviser." He 
will then be able to continue 
writing his "Poor Richard's 
Report" legally.
 
Paul and Nancy Robinson 
Bradtmiller did a land and 
sea trip to Croatia in May. To 
extend longevity, Nancy sug-
gests we keep as active as we 
can and work on our bucket 
lists. Living in Florida is easy, 
Nancy says. She hopes to 
make to our next reunion.
  
At her 80th birthday celebra-
tion with her two sons and 
their wives at the Del Mar race 
track, Beth Day Totin did not 
get a winner, even after trying 
as many combinations as she 
could think of. Afterwards they 
dined at a Brazilian restaurant 
in San Diego.

Tony LeCara and Linda at-
tended the September recep-
tion for Dean Valerie Lehr in 
San Francisco. Of the 50 alums 
that were there, Tony was the 
oldest; the majority graduated 
around 2000. Dean Lehr spoke 
on non-traditional learning 
experiences. Tony plans to be 
at the 60th reunion.
 
Lee Whitney and Julie Beaver 
’58 emailed from a cruise ship 
on the Adriatic Sea along with 
three of their four children 
and spouses, declaring it an 
incredible way to celebrate 
their 80th birthdays. Earlier, 
in Scotland, Julie was cast as 
an extra in a movie about Old 
Tom Morris and the begin-
ning of golf.  It will be out next 
year under the name Tommy's 
Honour.  About aging, Julie 
and Lee say keep moving, stay 
healthy, learn something new 
each day, and do something 
for someone else, no matter 
how small.
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Shary Larson echoed my 
disappointment at not con-
necting at reunion. She and 
Dick ’56 praised the bookstore 
and all the new facilities on 
campus, and enjoyed all the 
activities, especially the Saints 
concert.  A stop in New York 
City on the way home helped 
check off a few items on 
Carolyn’s “bucket list,” includ-
ing lunch at the Russian Tea 
Room, a stay at the Waldorf 
Astoria, and attendance at 
Lincoln Center for the revival 
of The King and I. A voyage to 
England on the Queen Mary 2 
and a flight to Scotland 

He has already begun a new 
book project, continuing his 
research into British social 
welfare history. Paul and Liz 
had an exciting trip to Norway 
in the fall.  

Margaret “Peggy” Steuer 
Hammer went to Ireland and 
Scotland on a singing tour 
with Chorus North Shore. Her 
fall adventures included a trip 
with her sister to the Canadian 
Rockies and Glacier National 
Park. Peg is working on renew-
ing her PT certification.  

A nice note from Carolyn 

Bill and Trish enjoyed a week 
with their extended family 
at Canaras, the St. Lawrence 
camp in Upper Saranac Lake. 
Forty-five of Bill’s Potsdam 
High School track athletes 
honored Bill with a weekend 
of festivities marking the 
50th anniversary of their first 
sectional championship. The 
accolades should keep him 
warm this winter.  

Paul Fideler, as I mentioned 
in the last column, has joined 
the ranks of the retired after 
45 years of college teaching. 

 1958
LENNIE DOUGHERTY 
MCKINNON
5 Jay Street
Canton, NY 13617
315-386-8216
Cell:  315-323-5267
lmckinnon@twcny.rr.com
Next Reunion: 60th, 2018
  
Simsbury, Conn., is a most 
fortunate town.  Three class-
mates are contributing to life 
there. Ray Jennings is an ac-
tive member of the Simsbury 
American Legion and has been 
co-chairman of the Veterans 
Memorial Monument Com-
mittee and an outstanding 
emcee at the last two Memo-
rial Day Parades. Bob Lyle 
was recently honored by the 
Simsbury Board of Selectmen 
as a Hometown Hero, honor-
ing all the volunteer work he 
has done, including Simsbury 
Youth Soccer, several commit-
tees for his church, and the 
Salvation Army Service Unit, 
which he has chaired. Bob is 
also a Master Gardener and 
chairman of the board at Auer-
form, an education center for 
Hartford school children that 
donates food to the needy. 
Bob is also treasurer of the 
Historical Society.

As you might suspect, Bob did 
not send the good news of his 
award. It was sent along by yet 
another ‘58er residing in Sims-
bury, Fran Jeffers Gauthier, 
who herself was honored as 
a “Hometown Hero” a short 
time ago. 

Bob did write to let me know 
that he and his family had a 
spectacular week’s holiday in 
Lake Placid last summer. 
A couple of SLU moments 
were provided by a day visit 
from Bill Lewis and Trish 
and a chance encounter 
with MaryLou M’73 and 
Doug Brown ’63.

Laurentian Connections
Justin Bruckel ’15 and Chris Martin ’15  
VBURST Vitamin Shots 
vburstshot.com

“Take your best shot!” is a motto that for-
mer Saints ice hockey players Justin Bruckel ’15, 
left, and Chris Martin ’15 took off the ice and into 
the real world. The duo has used the skills they 
learned as student-athletes to create VBURST 
vitamin shots. Hill News reporter Rebecca Doser 
’16 interviewed them.

RD: What are VBURST vitamin shots?
JB/CM: VBURST shots are a health-based beverage with 12 essential vitamins, a B-vitamin 
complex for natural energy, and a potent blend of antioxidants and minerals. With our 
two-ounce liquid vitamin shots, we've created optimal nutrition in one shot. 
RD: What spurred your desire to start VBURST?
JB/CM: The idea was born during our senior year. Since our teenage years, our lives 
have centered around eating, training and sleeping. Even as college athletes with sound 
nutrition plans, our diets often failed to meet our nutrient requirements, so we used daily 
supplements to fill in the gaps. When we grew tired of swallowing capsules and mixing 
powders, we created a high-quality product that is convenient, has a great taste and is 
beneficial for our bodies.
RD: What flavors do VBURST vitamin shots come in?
JB/CM: We did not want typical flavors like grape, berry and orange. So we created more 
exotic fruity backgrounds: green apple, tropical mango, orange-lime, strawberry lemon-
ade. 
RD: What sets VBURST apart from products like 5-Hour Energy?
JB/CM: We are not an energy shot. VBURST shots are just vitamins, but consumers can 
expect to feel a natural lift or natural energy because of a potent B-Vitamin complex. 
RD: What are your long-term goals?
JB/CM: We are pushing hard to get into as many convenience stores as possible within 
the first six months before branching out into fitness clubs, pharmacies and grocery 
chains. We want to promote healthier living for the growing number of people who under-
stand the benefits of a healthy lifestyle. 
RD: How did St. Lawrence help you start your own business? 
JB/CM: Juggling a full-time academic schedule along with an eight-month season did not 
come without its challenges. Planning ahead for missed classes and completing projects 
early were critical for success in the classroom. In business, time management is equally 
as crucial. We are always planning ahead so we can get the most out of our days.

Adapted by Meg Keniston ’07, M’09 from The Hill News, Oct. 9, 2015.
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of Crystal Mountain Ski Resort, 
which makes you feel like you 
can touch Mt Rainier.

Dorothy Toth Beasley was 
looking forward to her usual 
summer time at her family 
place in Speculator, N.Y., in the 
Adirondacks. Anne Finkler 
Padget was excited about 
a wonderful concert she at-
tended at Tanglewood and 
a trip to Glimmerglass in 
Cooperstown, N.Y. 

Frank Stritter had lunch with 
John Kallstrom before a big 
ATO reunion in Santa Fe. Frank 
was disappointed that he 
could not attend the dedica-
tion of the renovated Beta 
Temple on campus in October.

I was sorry to learn that 
Patrick M. McDonough passed 
away on August 10, 2015, and 
Carol Ritz Fautsch on August 
27.  Our thoughts are with their 
families; for more on Carol, see 
“In Memory.”

1960
ANN YOUNGER MOORE
41 Brookside Drive
Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-9335
amoore9335@gmail.com  
Next Reunion: 60th, 2020

I was not able to be at our 
55th reunion because of ill-
ness, but Barry Budlong and 
Connie Canfield Mynter both 
took great notes for me. 
Thank you! They both reported 
that it was a small but 
enthusiastic group. 

family. Her grandmother and I 
take every opportunity to get 
together, but our scheme for 
a roommate reunion did not 
materialize. It was not because 
of Barbara Blair Nangle or 
even Carol “Scotty” Klein-
smith Newton. I am the culprit. 
A good-weather date could 
not be found because of 
my knees!  

1959
NANCY ERLER WALDRON
25414 Lake Wilderness 
Country Club Drive SE
Maple Valley, WA 98038
206-300-5548 (c)
425-432-3885
waldronne@comcast.net
Next Reunion: 60th, 2019

Fenton Mereness has been 
elected the 157th grand com-
mander, Knights Templar of 
California. He expects to at-
tend our 60th Reunion in 2019. 

Isabelle Keyes Richards has 
given up her place in Man-
hattan to live full-time at her 
home in South Salem, N.Y. 
She enjoys the gardening 
and the vegetables it yields. 
Although she is not doing 
much traveling, Isabelle does 
enjoy her family week each 
summer on Star Island off the 
coast of Portsmouth, N.H. Her 
talking bird Magoo, she says, 
keeps her company and keeps 
her from getting the Ger-
man shepherd puppy she has 
considered. 

Nancy Schloss Hirayama had 
a wonderful trip to Poland 
last May. She visited Warsaw, 
Wroclaw, Krakow and, with 
apprehension, Auschwitz-
Birkenau. Nancy also came for 
a visit in August. We went to 
lunch, by gondola, to the top 

Lois Langtry still spends 
much of her summer canning 
jams, pickles and spaghetti 
sauce. Playing an active role 
as grandmother is a delight. 
Lois still keeps her hand in real 
estate, and is so organized that 
she has all her Christmas gifts 
for her North Country family 
wrapped and organized before 
she and Ken go south for 
the winter.

Bill Brown’s grandson is doing 
a bit of genealogy and gather-
ing information on the family, 
including his grandfather's 
college years and especially 
his days on the ice at Appleton 
Arena. Bill still owns the record 
for the fastest hat trick in the 
long and respected St. Law-
rence hockey history. In 1956, 
he scored three goals in 2:23 in 
a game against Dartmouth.  

Claire McGarraghan Strang 
should be making a few more 
trips to Canton for the next 
four years; granddaughter 
Claire ’19 has joined the SLU 

finished off an ideal couple 
of weeks.  

Tom Coluccio and Mary have 
built a log home on a lake in 
Hamilton, N.Y., and plan to sell 
the home in Rome. They hope 
to find an equally fine home 
somewhere in Florida where 
they can escape the harsh 
winters. They have a good 
starting point; his youngest 
daughter, Karen, lives in West 
Palm Beach. Since the older 
two live in San Diego, Tom 
and Mary have some warm 
and attractive options for 
winter travel.  

Jack Buchanan is finishing the 
first draft of his new book, a 
sequel to his first book, which 
covered the first half of the 
Southern Campaign in the 
American Revolution. This one 
will take the story to Decem-
ber 1782 and the British evacu-
ation of Charleston. Jack was 
busy completing three other 
books in the interim. 

St. Lawrence University is pleased to partner with its 
sister institutions in the North Country to connect 
alumni entrepreneurs to the START-UP NY program.

For 10 years, businesses that are accepted to 
the START-UP NY pay: 

• No corporate tax

•  No state or local real estate transfer tax 
   or property transfer tax

•  No organization tax and license and 
   maintenance fees, and 

• No sales or use tax.

To learn more, contact Ben Dixon (315-229-5664 or 

bdixon@stlawu.edu) or visit www.startup-ny.com. 
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Jesse “Sam” Sammis and Jean 
hosted the Vermont 
Symphony at their 3 Stallion 
Inn in Randolph, Vt.

Rich Keller still works 
enthusiastically in his family 
business, the Keller Group of 
companies in Bedford, N.H. He 
and Jackie are often involved 
with grandchildren.

Becky Blaisdell Van de Water 
is missing her husband, Peter 
’58, who died in 2014, but she 
keeps busy with family, church, 
friends and SLU activities.

Allen Splete recently finished 
organizing and working on a 
very successful campaign to 
renovate the Beta Temple (for 
more, turn to page 32).

Mary Gleason Colton and Carl 
will soon be moving south to 
be near family.

Connie and Barry Mynter ’58 
celebrated their 58th wedding 
anniversary in September. 
They remember being married 
and living in Vetsville in 1959. 
They keep up a large organic 
garden and enjoy spending 
time with their two daughters 
and five grandchildren 
in Vermont.

Barry and Ruth Carling 
Budlong ’59 spent an enjoy-
able couple of days at Camp 
Canaras, St. Lawrence’s facility 
on Upper Saranac Lake. Barba-
ra Schneider and Ed Ireton ’59 
met them at Foxwoods, but 
they found that “Lady Luck” 
was with the casino, not with 
them! Barry continues to work 
part-time for an environmental 
consulting company. 

On a sad note, I heard of 
the passing of Barbara Paige 
Trevor; for more, see 
“In Memory.” 

Please send some news my 
way. I can't write it if you don't 
send it!

#SLUREUNION
Come back to St. Lawrence and reconnect with old friends, 
see today’s campus and enjoy a variety of special Reunion 
activities: day trips, seminars, special receptions, dinners, 
concerts and more!

Classes celebrating milestones are:                

15th – 2000, 2001, 2002
25th – 1990, 1991, 1992
35th – 1980, 1981, 1982
40th – 1976
50th – 1966
55th – 1961
65th – 1951
70th – 1946
75th – 1941

Special Affinity Reunions:
Laurentian Singers – 70th Anniversary
Gender and Sexuality Studies Program – 30th Anniversary

 alumni.stlawu.edu/reunion

1961
HULIT PRESSLEY TAYLOR 
1713 Surrey Lane, NW
Washington, DC 20007
202-625-0203
hulitpaul@comcast.net
Next Reunion: 55th, 
June 2-5, 2016 

Tim Stevens and Kathy spent 
the summer at their cabin in 
Alaska. Their grandson joined 
them for all of August. 

Pat Wright and Chan Ingra-
ham were in Portsmouth, 
N.H., for a month in the early 
fall. Now living in the south, 
they miss the north and the 
beautiful autumns. In August, 
Pat and a childhood girlfriend 
spent three days in Seattle be-
fore taking a cruise to Alaska. 
She writes that she has had 
enough fresh salmon to last 
her for a while!

Hal Schwartz and Sue had a 
grand time at Canaras, the 
St. Lawrence place on Up-
per Saranac Lake. Hal is also 
pleased to announce that their 
fifth grandchild was born 
in July.

Jay “Flogger” Fleisher writes 
that retirement continues to 
offer lots of opportunities 
to blend geology trips with 
personal travel. After leading a 
geo-related two-week trip to 
Iceland for educators in July, 
he and Judy had a whirlwind 
five-day stay in Paris.  
Steve Anderson’s family, 15 
people ranging in age from 5 
to 78, spent a fun-filled week 
on Lake Naomi in the Poconos. 
Steve then spent a week at the 
Chautauqua Institution, where 

he is active in the Chautauqua 
Journalism Committee, which 
has some sterling members. 

Dave Crytal reported on a 
two-day ATO reunion in Santa 
Fe in September that included 
a city tour, a flamenco show, 
golf and an art walk. Almost 
30 ATOs and many of their 
wives from ’58 through ’62 
attended, including, from 
our class, Peter Foley, David 
Haffenreffer and Dickens 
“Womper” Wright. Dave’s 
wife, Judy, composed this 
poem about the occasion: 
“Nearly sunset on the ter-
race / Grouped together 
for a picture / Navy blazers, 
linen jackets / Silver hair and 
hearing aids / Skiers, golfers, 
tennis players / Husbands, 
fathers and… / Grandfathers 
/ Seeing each other as they 
were then / Pausing in the 
evening’s laughter / To mourn 

the friends whose lives have 
ended / Sharing sixty years of 
memories, lies and… / Love.”

Gene Hays was sorry to miss 
the gathering but had a con-
flict with Vermont Academy, 
where he is a class agent and 
former trustee. 

The “In Memory” section at the 
back of this magazine lists two 
classmates: Dr. Jon Wolfe, who 
passed away on May 28, 2015, 
and Dr. Lorraine Watts Klouw, 
who passed away on August 
18, 2015.  Our sympathy to 
their families and friends.

As a follow-up to the letter 
you received regarding our 
55th Reunion, the committee 
can always use help.  If you 
are interested, please contact 
either Ken Shilkret, 315-853-
7448 or tbken@aol.com, or 
Craig Ruhm, 513-677-0223 or 
craig.ruhm@fuse.net. Looking 
forward to seeing you in June!
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Class Spotlight: 1961                       
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ABOVE THE CLOUDS Floyd Sandford ’61 
travels abroad once or twice each year, 
usually to do some long-distance hiking, 
most recently in the Picos de Europa 
Mountains of northern Spain. He tutors 
English as a second language 10 hours a 
week and is a docent at the Cedar Rapids 
(Iowa) Art Museum and Grant Wood Studio. 
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concept than a reality. Rich 
Glazer, not the retiring kind, 
has a new line of logo golf put-
ters. Frank Anzalone retired as 
the long-running production 
stage manager at the Walnut 
St. Theater in Philadelphia and 
associate professor at the Uni-
versity of the Arts in Philly. But 
September saw the opening of 
his High Society (the musical) 
at the Walnut, to widespread 
acclaim and great reviews in 
the local media. “Much to the 
credit of this piece is the stellar 
talent and direction of Frank 
Anzalone,” wrote one reviewer. 
Frank says that he “bounced 
back like a phoenix” from 
shoulder and hip surgeries.

1965
JANE PETRIE DAVIS
P.O. Box 730
92 Coventry Lane
Manchester Center, VT 05255
802-362-3621
jphteam@comcast.net
Next Reunion: 55th, 2020

I am still thinking about the 
wonderful time I had at our 
50th reunion and the connec-
tion I had with all the class-
mates who attended. John 
Cleary writes that the after-
glow remains and he wants to 
thank all the classmates who 
made the weekend an enjoy-
able and unique experience. 
He said he’s impressed by 
our classmates’ histories and 
encouraged by the energy and 
commitment of the SLU staff 
and undergraduates. He was 
shocked, as many of us were, 
by the location of Kirk Douglas 
residence hall on the Quad. 
However, our minds were 
changed as we sat in Adiron-
dack chairs beneath the atrium 
conversing with classmates 

next year and stay longer. 
Yvonne, as I write, is spending 
four months with her daughter 
and grandkids in Milan. When 
I mentioned that her Italian 
must be getting pretty good 
by now, she opined, “My Italian 
stinks… everyone wants to 
practice their English.”

Thelma Ketelson McNulty is 
usually part of the Canaras 
crew, but missed it this year 
while spending six weeks with 
her granddaughter, Sarah, on 
the Ketelson “ancestral” island 
of Fohr in the North Sea. She 
said, “There are three very old 
(11th century) churches on 
the island. The one my family 
attended over the centuries is 
Sancti Laurentii.” 

Bill and Gwen Briggs Guthrie 
were delighted by a visit from 
Californian Bruce Brereton. 
Gwen was able to catch up 
with Tori Gregg Langen when 
they were both vacationing 
in Connecticut. Marietta Kiley 
Teret and I spent an after-
noon together as she passed 
through on her way home 
from time at the beach. Later, 
on the annual Chappelle trip 
to New Hampshire, we caught 
up with Jane and Charlie 
Freeman and Jim and Brenda 
Knight. Charlie is still playing 
jazz piano with a number of 
bands and he and Jane had 
seen several Shakespeare per-
formances over the summer 
with Dick Saunders ’65 and 
John Fox and their wives.

For some of our classmates, 
retirement seems more of a 

1963
LEAH KOLLMER PUZZO
135 Hillcrest Avenue
Leonia, NJ 07605
(c) 201-321-5519
(h) 201-461-7052 
lkpuzzo@msn.com 
Next Reunion: 55th, 2018

Lucky Karen Allred Quinn and 
her husband, Jim! They spent 
seven glorious weeks in Eu-
rope last September and Oc-
tober. They are now enjoying 
retirement in Oakland, Calif.

Janet Ghattas Hand com-
pleted her third fall bike and 
road trip down South. The 
next Intercultural Dimensions 
Program (she’s a director with 
them) will be held in Senegal 
next January. 

Hilary Hartman Goodwin 
spent the summer in Wyo-
ming, where she saw Ann 
Cogswell Caldwell and Jack. 
The Goodwins have sold their 
ranch and now live in Sheridan.  

1964
SHERRY GAGE CHAPPELLE
800 Bayard Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE  19971
302-226-1594
brucesher20@comcast.net
Next Reunion: 55th, 2019

Barbara Thurston Shilkret and 
Yvonne Garbaccio Robinson 
are longtime guests at SLU’s 
Camp Canaras. As Yonnie says, 
“It is a great chance to meet 
interesting alums from various 
years,” especially if you love 
the outdoors and the North 
Country. This year Janet Allen 
McFarland joined them for 
a few days, vowing to return 

Pick Up the Phone!

while gazing at the Quad and 
chapel. John would like to 
thank Charlie Cohn, who gave 
him financial assistance to 
attend the reunion and be his 
personal representative.
 
Laura Gottlieb retired as a 
computer programmer after 
working for Transamerica for 
30 years. She and Neil visited 
their son, his wife and their 
granddaughter in Juneau, 
Alaska. Their other son lives 
in Los Angeles. She and 
Roberta “Bobbie” Rankin 
met and reminisced about 
SLU and their time together 
working for AT&T as 
computer programmers.

Sadly, Richard Lavallee and 
Dale Harper passed away 
last year. 

BJ Miller Fontaine ’65 and 
Richard were on a Viking 
Rhine River cruise in Septem-
ber, when Richard overheard 
another passenger mention 
upstate New York. That led to 
a Laurentian reunion with Al 
'64 and Carol Blank Bloomer 
'66 and Carol's brother, Jim 
Blank '72. They report a great 
time rehashing memories and 
stories from their days at 
St Lawrence. From left are 
Carol, Jim, BJ and Al.

Is that a 315 phone number 
popping up on your Caller ID?

 A student on the other end is waiting to tell you the latest 
campus news and hear about your St. Lawrence days!

Here are three creative ways Laurentians have answered 

calls from our Calling All Saints phonathon:   

• Asking the caller to sing the alma mater together
• Quizzing the caller about St. Lawrence’s history
• Asking the caller to share his or her favorite story

This year, 38 students have committed their time to raising 
$450,000 as part of the Calling All Saints program. 
Please consider making a gift!
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1966
JIM MICHAELSON
22 Gouverneur Street
Canton, NY 13617
315-386-5250
jmichaelson@twcny.rr.com
Next Reunion: 50th, 
June 2-5, 2016

Please remember our 50th 
reunion coming up in early 
June!  Committee chairs will 
be sending out a letter regard-
ing interest in committees and 
help in contacting classmates 
to encourage them to return 
to campus and catch up with 
"old friends" and see what's 
new on The Hill. 

1967
MEG SMITH EISENBRAUN
4460 Norris Lane
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
360-682-2345
eisenbraunwe2@comcast.net
Next Reunion: 50th, 2017

Judy Bongiovanni Bertsche 
saw the photo of Paul Daniel-
son and Sigma Chi brothers in 
the spring magazine and was 
inspired to write. Paul is her 
oral surgeon. He has an office 
in Burlington, Vt., and per-
forms surgery at the University 
of Vermont Hospital. It’s about 
a 35-mile trip via ferry across 
Lake Champlain from Judy’s 
home in Westport, N.Y.
 
Judy celebrated her August 
birthday by going to Quebec 
City with a friend for a few 
days, then taking several close 
friends out to dinner, and 
finally with a family party.  She 
also went to Charlottesville, 
Va., to visit her sister and other 
siblings. She keeps busy with 
four grandchildren, traveling, 
gardening, sewing, volunteer 
work, reading and socializing 
with friends.  There are many 
shows, concerts and activi-
ties in her area, especially in 
the summer; this was Judy’s 
tenth year sewing and altering 
costumes for the professional 
summer stock theatre.  
Judy keeps in touch with Doris 
Simons Strakosch, who lives in 
Newburgh, N.Y.  Doris is doing 
well, and her daughter, Marga-
ret, is in law school in Michigan.

 
I, too, celebrated the Big 7-0 
in August – first with a trip to 
visit a friend in Kalispell, Mont. 
We took a side trip up to Banff 
and Lake Louise in Alberta, 
Canada, where we hiked and 
poked around shops and 
galleries and ate some great 
food. In Kalispell we enjoyed 
an outdoor concert by The 
Hitmen, former members of 
groups like Frankie Valli and 
the Four Seasons, Tommy 
James and the Shondells, etc. 
We were up dancing with the 
rest of the Baby Boomers! The 
birthday fun continued when 
my daughters and grandsons 

joined me on a whale-watch-
ing cruise in the San Juan 
Islands. We were fortunate to 
spend about half an hour in 
the company of two pods of 
orcas. Best birthday ever!
 
Tom Randall and Judi spent 
three weeks in Scotland and 
Paris and also visited Re-
hoboth Beach, Del. He is still 
writing and publishing poetry 
and doing volunteer work (and 
sharing his wry and zany hu-
mor with the class reporter).

For the first time in many 
years of producing and teach-
ing art in the Rochester area, 
Jacquie Alberga Germanow 

has showcased her sculpture, 
painting and drawing together 
in a solo show. The exhibition 
was at the Geisel Gallery in 
Rochester in November.
 
Julian Bergman and Marcia 
had three grandchildren with 
them for the summer and 
taught the four-year-old twins 
how to swim in their pool. 
When they took the kids home 
to their daughter’s in Pennsyl-
vania, they continued north 
to Canton. Julian reports that 
McCarthy’s is gone, the Cas-
cade is still booming, the old 
drawings of students still grace 
the walls of the Tick Tock, 

Walking along Hillside Drive early on the Saturday morning of Homecoming Weekend, I was 
awed by a warming autumn sun’s rise above misty meadows beyond the President’s House. 
The sight conjured a much-loved line from Irving Bacheller’s novel, Eben Holden: I have 
never seen such a glory of the morning as when the sun came up… and lit the splendor 
of the hills, there in the land I love. 

The sun’s rise also seemed a metaphor for the Alumni Executive Council’s 2015. 
The council’s centennial year was one of accomplishment:

•  The council raised more than $120,000 toward its centennial gift to St. Lawrence, 
     the Alumni Executive Council Endowment for Internships and Experiential Learning.  
    Our goal is to reach $250,000 by 2018. 

•  The council has begun its expansion to 50 members; we expect to have more than 
    40 members in 2016 and to have completed the expansion by 2017. 

•  The council is managing a portfolio of more than 50 projects that engage our alumni 
    and our students. In the best cases, our work engages alumni and students together. 

•  We raised $70,000 to fund those programs, $40,000 from a stunning silent auction 
    and $30,000 from our revenue share with Brewer Bookstore. This represents the 
    council’s best revenue year in memory, if not in history. 

As the council enters 2016, we expect the sun to keep steady light on the hills, 
there in the land we love. 

—Ed Forbes ’02
President, Alumni Association / Alumni Executive Council
Follow the Alumni Association: facebook.com/SLUAlumniAssoc.

Your 
Alumni Council
Glory of the Morning 
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Barbour’s is long gone, but the 
ice cream custard stand is alive 
and well.  Gunnison Chapel is 
all repaired and looks good, 
and the athletics facilities—
expanded again a couple years 
ago—rival any in the country. 
Julian says they also did a 
beautiful job with the new Kirk 
Douglas residence hall and 
the Quad.
 
After the trip down Memory 
Lane, the Bergmans drove 
to Plattsburgh to spend two 
days there and visit the library 
named after his grandfather, 
Plattsburgh State’s Feinberg 
Library. Julian is looking for-
ward to our 50th Reunion in 
2017. It will be here before we 
know it!

1968
ANNE LAURIAT
6 Bishops Forest Drive
Waltham, MA 02454
617-484-6841
lauriat@aol.com             
Next Reunion: 50th, 2018

Kathleen Wajda Howlett 
and I got together last summer 
for our annual lunch up in 
Boston’s north shore. She 
told of visiting Joel ’67 and 

Jennifer Baird Bixby in 
Heuvelton, N.Y. They travel fre-
quently to enjoy the activities 
and cultural opportunities that 
Ottawa has to offer. They also 
visit their daughters Abigail, a 
graduate of Cornell who lives 
near Ithaca, and Samantha ’95, 
who lives in Colorado.

Michael Maione also joined 
that mini-reunion, arriving from 
New York City. He's still teach-
ing French at both Julliard and 
the Fashion Institute of Tech-
nology. His teaching career 
spans just shy of 40 years! He 
made his annual pilgrimage to 
France and spent the rest of 
the summer traveling to and 
through the Southwest.

Bruce Ferris and Barbara 
continue as flight attendants 
for American Airlines. He said, 
“We recently celebrated 40 
total years of flying with both 
carriers. That comes to about 
43 round-trips to the moon. 
We fly all our trips together, 
working the same cabin, and 
are still having fun at the job, 
never having to take it home 
with us, traveling the world, 
and meeting (mostly) interest-
ing passengers. No retirement 
plans as yet.”

Bruce reported a spinal fu-
sion on several vertebrae. He 
was off work for six months 
and endured much physical 
therapy, but more than a year 
later he and his eight titanium 
screws are walking and hiking 
miles. He and Barbara cel-
ebrated their ninth anniversary 
in British Columbia, in the 
alpine wilderness and enjoy-
ing the glacial lakes of Yoho 
National Park.

If you received holiday cards 
from classmates—with print-
able news—please send it 
along. We need more fodder 
here, folks!

1969
PATTI BLACK GILTNER
16 Pellett Street
Norwich, NY 13815
607-336-1202
pattigil@roadrunner.com
Next Reunion: 50th, 2019

Hard to believe Reunion was 
several months ago. It was a 
weekend of great conversa-
tion, really good food, good 
weather (until Sunday) and 
much to see and do. The Class 
of 1965 presented a lecture/
panel on the value of a liberal 
arts education which was very 
informative. Most of us would 
remember David Laird, a dean 
when we were there, who was 
on the panel, as was former 
St. Lawrence president Dan 
Sullivan. The rooms in Lee 
Hall were Spartan, not like I 
remember the rooms in Dean-
Eaton and Whitman. After the 
Saturday night dinner there 
was a presentation, our years 
at St. Lawrence in pictures. 
What fun and memories! We 
were fortunate that the chapel 
bells could ring, as the spire 
reconstruction was completed 
just weeks before.

Many thanks to Pete Ticconi 
for organizing the reunion. He 
is still at Georgia Tech as direc-
tor of gift planning. Obviously 
planning is his forte, because 
everything was well thought 
out and ran smoothly.

Edgar “Ned” Fox can’t seem 
to get out of reunion planning, 
and had a big hand as co-chair 
of this one. He and Janet are 
living the good life now that he 
has been retired from Home-
land Security for two years. 
Thanks, Ned.

Bob and Judi McCuen Rood 
summer on Lake Bonaparte, 
not far from Canton. Seeing 
the many pictures on Face-
book allows the rest of us to 
be there vicariously! Now they 
are in the Naples, Fla., area.

Bob and Linda Croker Moran 
live in Franklin Lakes, N.J. 
Linda has retired from teach-
ing elementary school but Bob 
is still associate director of 
student services at New Jersey 
Institute of Technology.

Ed and Barb Bennett Sessler 
live in Hilton Head full-time. Ed 
was a consultant with IBM for 
17 years. 

Summers must be hopping in 
Maine as Keith Besse and his 
wife are there very near Dave 
and Sue Harter Beisler’s sum-
mer home. The Besses, living 
in Falmouth, Mass., recently 
completed an around-the-
world trip. He mentioned 
Auckland and Singapore as 
two of the many stops they 
made. I’m so jealous! Sue, a 
retired teacher, and Dave, with 
Anheuser-Busch, make the trip 
from Jamesville, N.Y., several 
times a year.   

While we were in Canton it 
was flooding in Dallas, where 
Bill and Jill Kale Crombie live. 
We got to see pictures of Bill’s 
golf course under water! They 
do a lot of traveling between 
Colorado and Dallas, and re-
cently spent seven weeks 
in Australia.  

Cathy Caporizzo Acunis and 
her husband, Norm, are the 
“social committee” at reunions. 
And Norm is our “official” 
unofficial photographer. They 
live in Pittsford, N.Y., and also 
do a lot of traveling around the 
country, most recently South 
Carolina, Memphis and 
New Orleans. 

Another (Third) Year, 
Another SLUGAC….
The ninth triennial SLU Geology Alumni Conference (SLUGAC) 
took place last September, with Kenneth Johnson ’85 from the 
Natural History Museum, London, delivering the Bloomer Lec-
ture, on “Coral reefs and environmental change: looking back to 
see ahead,” which delved into the impact of human activities on 
these complex biologic communities.  Recognized for various 
professional achievements were, from left, Michael Ward ’72, 
department technician Matthew VanBrocklin, Scott Carpenter 
’85 and Bill Van Wie ’67.
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Roger Graham and Patti, 
regulars at reunions, spend 
summers on Keuka Lake in 
New York and winters in Pinel-
las Park, Fla. Roger is techni-
cally retired, but is a banking 
consultant with EVP Quality 
Assurance, T. Gschwender & 
Assoc., Inc. They are expecting 
a grandchild about the time 
you get this magazine.

Peter Erikson and Chris still 
live in Walden, N.Y.  I didn't 
think lawyers actually retire, 
but he is going to soon, and 
hopes to spend some of his 
extra time with classmates. 
Although Chris didn’t go to 
St. Lawrence, she loves going 
to our reunions because they 
are done so well. What a 
nice compliment!

Joy Bachman Mance returned 
to campus after missing a few 
reunions. She and Paul live 
in Boone, N.C., and summer 
at Alexandria Bay. Joy and I 
worked in “The Bay” the sum-
mer after our sophomore year, 
so we always have a lot to talk 
about. She and Paul are both 
retired high school teachers.

Sparky Koolen and Jay Twom-
bley were both at Reunion, 
and I was sorry I did not get to 
speak to either of them. I think 
that covers everyone who 
was there.  

Last fall I went to Oneida, N.Y., 
for lunch with Nora Leonard 
Roy, who had come back for 
her high school reunion. We 
had a lovely afternoon, and I 
learned a lot about the Oneida 
Community, as she is a direct 
descendant of John Humphrey 
Noyes, the founder.  She and 
Chris ’70 are still in Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, and brave Nora 
drove alone. 

Bruce Ferris '68 reports a 
"close encounter of the tele-
phone kind" with his room-
mate and Sigma Pi brother 
Charlie Scoville, who he had 
been trying to contact for 
decades. Bruce tracked him 
down in Boynton Beach, Fla; 
where “ironically I had lived 
for about eight years before 
(Charlie) moved there in the 
late ’90s!“ Charlie has worked 

in IT for decades, taught high 
school in Florida for a time, 
and picked up a master’s in 
philosophy. “When we spoke,” 
Bruce wrote, “he was planning 
a move to the Raleigh-Dur-
ham, N.C., area with ideas of 
working as a consultant in the 
Research Triangle.” 

By the time you read this, I 
hope to have a Facebook page 
for our class and will send 
everyone the link. I will also 
create an e-mail contact list 
for the class, so that I can keep 
you all up on the planning for 
our 50th, which is now only 3 
1/2 years away!  Till then, take 
some time to catch me up on 
what YOU are doing.

1970
DENNIS SZYMANSKI
915 Hillwood Ave. 
Falls Church, VA 22042 
703-534-1253
dennis.szymanski@gmail.com 
Next Reunion: 50th, 2020

Ron Hayden has joined the 
ranks of the recently retired. 
Now Ron can devote more 
time to his six grandchildren. 
Ron and Winnie Madden '69 
live on a lake in South Carolina 
and it's a great place to enter-
tain the kids.  

Recovering from the reunion, 
Frank “Jim” Liotta and Mary-
anne attended a wedding in 
Sweden and stayed around 
to see the rest of Scandina-
via. Kathy and I spent a long 
weekend at the Jersey Shore 
where Jim regaled us, Rick 
Lajeskie and Stephanie and 
John Hartmann and Kathy 
Foster Hartmann '71 with 
their exploits.  

1971
JAMES P. SNEDEKER
8 Bonwit Road
Riverside, CT 06878
203-761-7793
jamespsnedeker@yahoo.com
Next Reunion: 50th, 2021

Marc Woltag, Carol Lan-
caster and Joan Decamp have 

formed a committee to orga-
nize and lead our 50th reunion 
effort. They welcome the help 
of our classmates. 

Marshall Woodward relates 
that they “downsized from a 
home to a condo only a few 
miles distant.” He spoke with 
Gary and Emmy Sprow Wil-
son, who moved from upstate 
New York to Ocean City, N.J.,
a few months ago. 

Meg Spencer Young and Jon 
enjoyed last summer with their 
grandchildren. They have two 
grandsons, 10 and 12, and twin 
granddaughters, 3. They went 
camping in Vermont, swim-
ming and kayaking and even 
helped put out a forest fire. 
Jon is still playing hockey once 
a week. Meg has retired from 
teaching in the public schools, 
but still teaches ESL to adults 
two mornings a week. Jon is 
not yet retired from his law 
practice, “but may be contem-
plating that in a year,” she said.

Sue Zimmerman said, “I found 
my thoughts often turning to 
St. Lawrence as I spent most 
of the last year visiting col-
leges with my daughter, who 
recently became a freshman 
at Rice University, studying 
civil engineering. It certainly 
brought back memories of our 
days at SLU which I will always 
cherish. Most summers recent-
ly, I've been getting together 
with my lifelong fabulous 
Delta sisters Robin Olmstead 
Cross, Diane De Furio Foody, 
Charlotte Sweeney Knowles, 
Alphyn Moore and Emmy 
Sprow Wilson. We miss Peggy 
Downing more than words can 
say, but she is always with us 
in spirit. I continue my work 
as a psychoanalyst in private 
practice in New York, and also 
work at the ALS Association 
Greater NY Chapter helping 
patients and families suffer-
ing with Lou Gehrig's disease. 
Especially still having an 
18-year-old (I got a late 
start!), retirement is not 
on my calendar as yet!”

Dr. Ted Higgins has been 
going to Haiti for some time, 

offering medical care to 
residents. Now he is building 
a surgical center. The Hig-
gins Brothers Surgicenter of 
Hope will contain an emer-
gency room/trauma center, 
two operating rooms and a 
large patient ward, and will be 
named after Ted’s father and 
uncle, who practiced medicine 
together for 38 years in 
Cortland, N.Y. Ted and Kim 
biked 168 miles with their 
Research Rough Rider team 
last fall, to raise money for 
MS research.

In the music world, among 
the most prestigious awards 
is the ASCAP Deems Taylor/
Virgil Thomas Award (ASCAP 
is the American Society of 
Composers and Publishers, the 
organization for songwriters). 
Every year they give out about 
10 of these to the best books, 
articles, web sites and so on 
about music. One of the 2015 
winners was On Highway 61, by 
Dennis McNally, reviewed by 
Bruce Carlisle ’78 in the sum-
mer St. Lawrence. Dennis, who 
received the award in New 
York City in November, was 
quick to share the credit with 
his editor, production manager 
and photographer.

SLU has the e-mail addresses 
of only a small percentage of 
our classmates. This means 
that we contact only this small 
percentage for alumni news. 
Please take a minute to send 
your current e-mail address to 
laurentians@stlawu.edu.  

1972
BARBARAJEAN SCHAEFER 
BLODGETT
3152 L Covewood Ct.
Falls Church, VA  22042
315-771-3261 
Barbarajeanious@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 45th, 2018 
(cluster with ’73, ’74)

In my last message, I men-
tioned some SLU hockey play-
ers who visited Paul Patrick 
last spring. Paul passed away 
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1974
SANDRA CICCONE WAGNER
13030 Walking Path Place
San Diego, CA 92130
858-354-5463
swagner@wagnerimmigra-
tionlaw.com 
Next Reunion: 45th, 2018 
(cluster with ’72, ’73) 

When the Nobel Prizes are 
announced in October, a series 
of lectures, the Karolinska 
Research Lectures, accom-
pany the announcements. In 
2015, one of the lecturers, in 
conjunction with the prize in 
medicine/physiology, was Dr. 
John O’Shea, scientific direc-
tor at the National Institutes 
of Arthritis and Musculoskel-
etal and Skin Diseases of the 
National Institutes of Health. 
His topic was “Basic and Ap-
plied Cytokine Signaling: From 
Jakinibs to Super-enhancers.” 
Cytokines are “critical for all 
phases of immune responses,” 
began his paper’s abstract.

1975
CAROL OWEN
12 Lake Village Drive
Durham, NC  27713
 919-544-2121 (evenings)
carol.owen@hotmail.com 
Next Reunion: 50th, 2025

United States Senator Susan 
Collins (R-Maine) was honored 
by the full U.S. Senate in Sep-
tember, for her 6,000th vote 

in February, lives in an assisted 
living facility near me and my 
daughter Sarah. It is often said 
that getting old is not for sis-
sies, and I have witnessed this 
first-hand. May we all cherish 
the life we have and treasure 
the lives of those who have 
had such profound impacts on 
us, be they friends, family 
or parents. 

1973
LINDA TIRELLI HERRMANN
60 Crosman Avenue
Swampscott, MA 01907
914-656-7471
classof73SLU@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 45th, 2018 
(cluster with ’72, ’74)

Vickie Zimmerman Farrell 
lived in the San Diego area in 
Leucadia, a great little surfing 
community in North County, 
for 20 years, but she and her 
husband missed sailing on 
Narragansett Bay. They recent-
ly retired and moved to Venice, 
Fla., but return to Rhode Island 
in the summer to live aboard 
their sailboat. Vickie attended 
the St. Lawrence reception in 
Newport last summer. They 
enjoyed seeing Jim and Denise 
Prince Schneider as well as 
meeting Bob Ferry ’59, former 
commodore of the Wickford 
Yacht Club, which she and 
her husband joined. Vickie 
also met up with Valerie 
Moore-Harris (first time 
together since 1983).

Steve Herman sent in a picture 
of himself wearing an SLU 
cap as he participated in the 
Special Olympics Unified Relay 
across America. His group 
carried the torch for a half mile 
in Sioux Falls, S.D., where he 
has lived since 1988 (except for 
five years) with his wife, Laurie, 
and two teens. He said, “Not 
many alumni here, so please 
come and visit, or stop by for a 
cup of coffee if you are in 
the neighborhood!”

annual gathering in Burlington, 
Vt., September 11-13. Joyce 
DeRosa Kay, Dale Grant 
Dick, Kathy Woods Cloonan, 
Sue Van Dyke Burdsall, Liz 
Marden Marshall, Marcia 
Kessler Daly, Karen Murray 
Cady and I joined members 
from the classes of ’71 (Nancy 
Conklin Malcolm) through ’74 
(Johanna Riedel Tomik and 
Donna Holzkamp Burdick) for 
a fun-filled weekend culminat-
ing with a rock concert by 
Grace Potter ’14 (daughter of 
Sparky ’70 and Peggy Sparks 
Potter ’73). Peggy and Mary 
Granai Corrigan ’73 were the 
organizers for this event, which 
had Kappas coming from as 
far away as California (Chris 
Brown Kitch ’73) and Scotland 
(Grace Uhlein Bergius ’73). 
Dale and Marcia brought lovely 
photos of their new grandchil-
dren to share. Joyce loves the 
freedom of living on the water 
in Mystic, Conn., while Liz still 
enjoys her 200-year-old home 
in Etna, N.H. Karen is pleased 
to have her son Ware working 
in Boston, so he can visit her in 
Salem. Oh, the simple things in 
life and the time to share them 
with lifelong friends!  

On my way home, I stopped at 
the Lake Bomoseen, Vt., sum-
mer home of Terry and Holley 
Onion Moran. The home is 
suitable for large parties (Terry 
and Holly hosted the Castle-
ton State hockey team) and 
lodging for sons TJ and Duffy’s 
families and friends.  

Like many of you, I am deeply 
involved with the care of an 
aging parent. My mother, 90 

on July 8, 2015. I grew up 
knowing a lot about Paul from 
my parents, who were pretty 
close to his parents through 
the New York Rangers orga-
nization, but I never met him 
until he showed up next to me 
in line for our I.D. photos fresh-
man year. I had short curly hair 
at the time, and he touched 
my shoulder, put two quarters 
in my hand and said, "Hey, put 
these in your eyes when they 
take your picture and you'll 
look like Lil Orphan Annie!"  
Thus began a long and won-
derful friendship. Paul will be 
remembered for his amazing 
storytelling, his larger-than-life 
personality and his devotion 
to his St. Lawrence friends 
both on and off the ice. More 
about Paul can be found in “In 
Memory.” 

In August, Arnie Edelberg 
wrote to say he had put 
18,000 miles on his motorcycle 
during his trip around Austra-
lia, and was about half way 
through. He’s traveling with 
the weather, and as it changes, 
so does his direction. He’ll have 
many more tales to tell once 
he’s done, so stay tuned for
a travelog.

Judy Howe did some traveling 
of her own, to the Big Horn 
Mountains of Wyoming. She 
viewed the artwork of Frederic 
Remington (who was born and 
is buried in Canton) and other 
artists in Cody. Judy enjoyed 
horseback riding, which 
proved she’s no “city slicker”!

The Kappas enjoyed the larg-
est ever turnout (26) at their 

The 2015 Kappa Kappa Gamma alumnae gathering was the 
largest ever. For details, see the 1972 column.
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nis with Al Karnas, met Steve 
Rhodes '77, Kevin McGrath  '77, 
Dr. Jim Hickey ’77 (along with 
wives/girlfriends) to celebrate 
Eric Kennedy'77’s 60th  birth-
day,” he said. 

Karin Engstrom Nelson (third 
from left below) sent a photo 
of a gathering last winter at 
the condo of Bob Bauerle 
at Big Sky, Mont., “where we 
spent several great days ski-
ing with old SLU Outing Club 
friends (from left) Keith Nelson 
'75, Mike Brooks, Dan Perlman, 
Bob, Pat Bauerle (honorary 
alum) and Jack Pigott. 
Highlights included Jack and 
Dan being locked out and 
hot-tubbing au naturel.” 

Steve Mullen wrote, "I was 
hired by the State Department 
a few years after leaving SLU, 
and have worked for them in 
Stamford, San Francisco, Seat-
tle and (since 1998) Honolulu. 
Our son is a senior at Cal Poly 
San Luis Obispo, daughter is in 
her second year at UVM. Am 
hoping to make it to Reunion!"

1977
BONNIE STEUART 
9823 Fosbak Drive
Vienna, VA 22182
703-281-2281
bonnie.steuart@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 40th, 2017

As previously noted, I be-
stowed the title of “Most 
Grandkids under Age Five” 

on the Senate floor without a 
single absence. She has not 
missed a vote in her entire ten-
ure of 18-plus years in office, 
and stands third all-time for 
consecutive votes.

1976
MARY IZANT
20101 North Park Blvd., #1
Shaker Heights, OH 44118
216-363-6417
mizantslu1976classnews@
gmail.com
Next Reunion: 40th, 
June 2-5, 2016

Tracey McNamara, has been 
a busy woman. She was 
awarded an honorary Ph.D. 
by the University of Guelph, 
Ontario, and elected a Distin-
guished Fellow in the National 
Academies of Practice and the 
Veterinary Medicine Acad-
emy in 2014. She delivered 
the Commencement address 
at the University of Pennsyl-
vania’s College of Veterinary 
medicine last May and is 
serving a three-year term on 
the One Health Commission 
Board of Directors Council of 
Advisors. And her university, 
Western University of Health 
Sciences/College of Veterinary 
Medicine in Pomona, Calif., 
is co-competing for a $140 
million defense contract. She 
speaks with Rick Foote every 
two weeks or so, and keeps in 
touch with Sal Pappalardo ’77. 
“Both are well,” she reported.

Peter Hewitt writes of an Au-
gust trip with his wife, Barbara, 
to Cape Cod and Nantucket. 
“Took the ferry from Hyan-

upon Pam Vanderborgh 
Sinacore and Steve. What 
wasn't revealed was how many 
do they have? Turns out the 
answer is fluid: they have eight 
right now but just revealed 
a ninth and 10th on the way! 
Looks like they may keep the 
title for a while. Congrats 
all around! 

Lynn Ruane Tuttle and Warren 
picked up Kate ’16 at the end 
of her Nairobi semester, on the 
40th anniversary of Warren's 
semester there. They enjoyed 
“a dream safari,” Lynn wrote, 
and got together with Jay and 
Valerie Lanigan Ireland in Nai-
robi, where Jay is running GE 
Africa and Val is “running an 
incredible travel schedule."

Lynn, who works for People 
magazine, passed on the 
exciting news that Charlotte 
Barnard recently joined an-
other Time, Inc. brand, This Old 
House, as features editor. 
 
Ongoing festivities are 
celebrating the retirement 
of Pamela Stringer from 25 
years at Lockheed Martin. Her 
job in contracting for weap-
ons system acquisitions took 
her around the world, and 
occasionally to D.C., where 

we always enjoyed a chance 
to catch up. In retirement her 
plans include more travel and 
the opportunity to spend a 
few months at a time in her 
place in North Bay, Ontario.

Susan Groundwater Jones 
asked if Bob Sofman, men-
tioned last time in connection 
with his 9-year-old son, “Could 
be the same Bob Sofman that 
Russ ’78 and I were friends 
with so long ago at St. Law-
rence? And I thought we were 
old parents of a 13-year-old!”  
They have five kids, and they 
all did “a three-week spiritual 
pilgrimage on the Camino Trail 
in Spain, walking 15 miles a day 
for three weeks.” If I did the 
math right, that's 315 miles!

Janet Werther Griffin's un-
timely death last November 
inspired several ADPi sisters 
to organize a reunion. It was 
planned for October, just past 
the deadline for this column. 
I've secured promises for 
details. Gary Griffin, hearing 
of the plans and eloquently 
remembering Janet, wrote 
planners Pam Sinacore and 
Lynn Petersen Glover: 

Read the 1976 column to see who assembled for a ski outing in 
Montana last winter. 

In 1977-78, Ginny Schwartz, standing, was dean of freshman 
women (a position that no longer exists at St. Lawrence), and last 
August she met up in Columbus, Ohio, with three of her Dean-
Eaton RAs from that year: from left, Jodie Nealley ’77, Susan R. 
Jones ’78 and Betsy Bloomer Oudenhoven ’77. Nealley is now a 
gambling addiction counselor in Massachusetts, Jones a profes-
sor at Ohio State and Oudenhoven the president of a community 
college in Colorado, while Schwartz is an adjunct faculty member 
in St. Lawrence’s First-Year Program.
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If you can’t get to a ski hill, 
bring the ski hill to you. That’s 
what students did last winter, as 
they talked ever-accommodating 
Facilities Operations personnel 
into building a minor mountain 
for them at the top of the Quad. 
Just as at any “real” ski resort, 
it attracted long lift lines. That’s 
Kristie Kelly ’17 of Oyster Bay, 
N.Y., going airborne.
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"The bonds of friendship ebb 
and flow, but for some reason 
true college friendships are 
permanent. Janet and I went 
to the 2013 SLU reunion, and 
Janet got to spend time with 
Sue Banner Greer, Sue Ellison 
Lackmann, Suzanne D’Amico-
Sharpe ’78 and Carol Coyne 
’78, along with others. She 
loved all of her ADPi sisters 
but you know how it goes, life 
takes you in different direc-
tions until there’s a reason to 
reunite, which doesn’t happen 
very often. And then it’s like no 
time has passed at all.” 

Gary spent some time in Sep-
tember at Lake George, New 
York, where he and Janet had 
a cabin. He saw Mike Tuttle, 
Jeff Bentley and Kevin Eagan, 
and “went for a spin in Kirby 
Van Vleet’s speed boat. You 
have to be OK with the effects 
of adrenalin to go for a ride 
with Kirby!”

1979
KAREN WELSH COLLINS
5305 Willow Cry Lane
Raleigh, NC 27613
919-846-6789
karen.w.collins@nc.rr.com
Next Reunion: 40th, 2019

I imagine that many of you are 
reflecting on those snowy days 
at SLU. In the meantime, here’s 
an update that gets a jump 
on spring. Think flowers and 
gardening. Kerry Heineman 
Mendez started her busi-
ness Perennially Yours (www.
pyours.com) 20 years ago 
while working full-time as as-
sociate dean of admissions at 
Union College. She now runs 

the business full-time in Maine. 
Kerry is constantly on the 
move designing gardens, writ-
ing books and giving seminars 
around the country. She has 
been on HGTV and featured in 
numerous magazines. She has 
also published three popular 
gardening books. Her most 
recent, The Right-Size Flower 
Garden, is a top seller. 

Jerry “Chips” Chiplock has 
moved around the U.S. in vari-
ous HR leadership roles and 
is now in Saginaw, Mich., at 
Dow Corning Corp. Jerry and 
Lee Anne (VP of operations 
for Health Delivery) have a 
blended family with five very 
accomplished children, 15-25.  
Jerry laments that none of his 
children were beckoned to the 
North Country, but acknowl-
edged his undergraduate tales 
are safe. He keeps in touch 
with his freshman roommate 
and Sigma Pi brother, Mark 
Harries.  (Maybe not all under-
grad stories are secure).  

Kathleen Perkins Colson and 
her work in northern Kenya for 
The BOMA Project, a nonprofit 
organization that she started 
10 years ago to provide grants 
to women so they can start 
small businesses in the dry 
lands of Africa, were featured 
in Salon.com. The article 
can be found at www.salon.
com/2015/03/01.

1981
STEVE LUBRANO 
30 Goodfellow Road
Hanover, NH 03755
603-275-5736
Steven.d.lubrano@
tuck.dartmouth.edu
Next Reunion: 35th, June 2-5, 
2016 (cluster with ’80 ’82)
Price tag notwithstanding, 
I’m impressed by the current 
college experience, an opinion 
validated by my Hanover 
neighbors, Hans Copeland and 
Betsy Purcell ’83, who attend-
ed the SLU Family Weekend 
to see Natalie ’16.  

Doug Noordsy has moved to 
California, as clinical professor 
of psychiatry and behavioral 
sciences at Stanford University. 
“Mary (Hinds ’83) is staying 
back until the house in Canaan, 
N.H., sells,” he wrote. 

I hope everybody noticed that 
it was Jeff Viglielmo’s son, 
Kealey’17, on the cover of the 
fall magazine. He had a raptor 
in one hand and a slightly wor-
risome “this little guy is really 
feisty” look on his face. 

John Wilking and Wanda’s 
daughter, Chatham, is at the 
business school at William & 
Mary. Their son, Bentley, is a 
high school junior. John’s fall 
was full of football games and 
an incoming French exchange 
student. John recently pur-
chased 80,000 square feet of 
Class A office through a new 
partnership called Horseshoe 
Commercial LLC.

Susan Richmond is living the 
dream in Portland, Maine, a 
hot-bed of wicked awesome 
dining options.

Dave Miller and Frank Pedlow 
travelled back to Canton for 
the Beta Temple celebration 
during Homecoming in Octo-
ber. It has been fully restored 
in all its glory. 

Dave, Amy Pollard Faulkner 
and Mary Baumunk Blondy 
are leading the Reunion plan-
ning charge this year. Join 
https://www.facebook.com/
events/879617532121909/, 
and let us know if you plan 

to attend: https://alumni.
stlawu.edu/your-reunion-
plans-survey. 

Mary, center, and her suit-
emates (from left) Alison 
Warner Raths, Annie Ware, 
Kathy Calnon Dodge and 
Leslie Pine) are still looking for 
“GC”, the 6th member of their 
group. This crew got together 
for the first time since gradu-
ation. “It was just like so many 
weekends we had together 
as suitemates in Dean-Eaton 
Extension sophomore year,” 
Mary reported.

Nancy Gavlick Cannon writes 
that her son William is an as-
piring freshman tennis player 
at Connecticut College while 
his older brother, James, is a 
junior at Holy Cross.

Jim Fields has completed his 
10th year at SAP, currently as 
VP of marketing. He and Mar-
gery, a naturalist educator, live 
in the western suburbs 
of Philadelphia. 

Pam Hall Wilkins spent three 
months combing through 
Spain to find the best wines 
to import. Her first container 
arrived in October and 
she'd be delighted to help 
you find some of the really 
incredible TINTO!

Richard Greene’s son Taylor, 
a Clemson senior, completed 
a total immersion summer 
program in St. Petersburg, 
Russia, the same program Rick 
attended in 1990. The retired 
general completed a three-
week assessment in Kuwait, 
Qatar, Iraq and Kurdistan 
last summer. 

Dr. Emily Burns travelled from 
Pittsburgh to visit her SLU 
freshman son, Peter Suddaby 
’19, for Family Weekend. “The 
campus looked great,” she 
said, “and SLU notched two 
wins, a men’s hockey exhibi-
tion against Carlton and foot-
ball against Rochester.” 

Jennifer Torrey Catanzaro’s 
daughter, Eliza, was married 
on October 3 in Portsmouth, 

For identification of these class of ’81 suitemates, see the 
class column.
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October 9-11

R.I. Chris Palmer ’11 was 
a guest.  

Karen Heller was last seen 
hanging out at Entrepreneur 
Magazine's 360 conference 
at the Hilton in NYC. She 
writes “I feel right at home in 
this crowd. Could it be that 
enjoying winter at SLU makes 
sustainable innovative strate-
gies to last a lifetime? ”

The next time you hear the 
melodic chimes from the Gun-
nison Memorial Chapel, you’ll 
know Jamie Merrell ’18, son 
of Charlie Merrell and Suzie 
Neiley ’83, is likely on the other 
end of the rope, ringing the 
bells like his brother, Alex, did.  

1982
KAREN HELLE NEMIAH 
2680 Congress Street
Fairfield, CT 06824
203-256-1171
karen.nemiah@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 35th, June 2-5, 
2016 (cluster with ’80, ’81)

If you are feeling nostalgic for 
your alma mater and can’t 
wait for our 35th Reunion in 
June, you can try a surprise 
campus appearance like Ted 
Augustinos pulled last spring. 
Ted surprised his niece and her 
family at her 2015 graduation. 
The day before the festivities, 
Ted’s sister's family arrived at 
their Canton rental house, to 
be greeted by Ted in the living 
room, complete with a beer, 
belting out our alma mater. 
“My niece bawled her eyes 
out,” said Ted. “It was great to 
be back.”  

When not threatening mascara 
applications, Ted practices law 
in Hartford, Conn. An office 
managing partner of Locke 
Lord doing business both do-
mestically and internationally, 
he’s been with the firm since 
1985 and focuses his practice 
on privacy and cybersecurity 
matters. With his youngest of 
three boys now in college, he 
and wife Angie are recently 
anointed empty-nesters.  

Another way to get your 
campus mojo on before June 
is to be Reunion planning co-

chairs like Barrett and Mary 
Neff Peterson. Between two 
orthodontic offices (Barrett), 
serving as tax commissioner of 
Vermont (Mary) and shep-
herding four kids through vari-
ous phases of schooling, thank 
goodness they are finding 
time to get us in order for our 
Canton arrival!

Julie Palmer Knight managed 
to get her feet on Canton soil 
recently, thanks to son Ste-
phen ’12, who nobly followed 
his mother’s footsteps.  After 
SLU, Julie earned her master’s 
in geology at Old Dominion 
University, where she met 
husband-to-be Mike, also a 
geologist. With Superfund 
projects in high gear, the two 
spent time paying dues in the 
field, around the country. Trad-
ing on 20 years of reacting to 
environmental contamination 
and clean-up, more recently 
Julie shifted her focus to 
healthy and green building 
practices and proactive work, 
which includes teaching at 
a local community college, 
where she designed her own 
position of sustainability direc-
tor. Julie also works inde-
pendently as a sustainability 
adviser and strategist, and is 
navigating the rocky roads of 
parent care as well.

Another person working in the 
spirit of caring is Liz Perkins. 
Although a background in sci-
ence and a master’s in botany 
evolved into 20 years of teach-
ing nutrition and biology at 
the college level, it wasn’t until 
her then 7-year-old son was 
diagnosed with leukemia that 
she found her true calling. 

As quickly as his three-plus 
years of chemotherapy began, 
so did confusion over how to 
create the best diet for him. 
Immersing herself in scientific 
literature and expert consul-
tants to devise a protocol that 
allowed the chemo to do its 
job while minimizing the side 
effects, Liz realized her nutri-
tion knowledge and passion 
for the message could help 
others. She’s now a certi-
fied integrative nutritionist, 
specializing in cancer recovery 

and prevention. Her training in 
meditation and as an interfaith 
minister provides her patients 
further balance. 
Today, at 15, Jasper has his 
driver’s permit, loves high 
school and is thriving, thanks 
to a great medical team and a 
thoughtful nutrition protocol. 
Liz donates some of her time 
to help other cancer-fighting 
families, giving back to the 
community that helped her 
family when times were bleak. 
If you know anyone fighting 
cancer, please put them in 
touch with Liz at lizperkins5@
gmail.com so she can share 
her knowledge with families 
in need. 

So where’s your SLU spirit 
right now? At the hockey rink? 
Under a snowbank? Some-
where among all those friendly 
texts and Facebook messages? 
Make sure it winds its way to 
the reunion page on the St. 
Lawrence website to save 
your spot. Be sure to join the 
Facebook group “St. Lawrence 
University Class of 1982” for 
even more pre-reunion rabble- 
rousing. Until next time....

1983
ERIC KOZLOWSKI
1 Milford Road
Rochester, NY 14625
(c) 585-230-7400
(h) 585-461-3784
twoslu@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 35th, 2019 
(cluster with ’84, ’85)

I started the 1856 penny. It’s 
just a reminder that a personal 
note, an outreach, just touch-
ing base with a classmate 
would be an effort worthy of 
sending a simple penny.

Enid Wonnacott received the 
penny and sent it on to Don 
Rodbell. She appreciated 
being part of the SLU chain, 
because she had a great time 
at Reunion. In part because 
she had spent so much time 
looking at different colleges 
with her kids, when she re-
turned to SLU she was looking 
at it through a different lens 
and was impressed on many 
levels. She spent the first after-
noon with the students at the 

Sustainability Program farm, 
and then went to the Kenya re-
union, which was phenomenal. 

Shelly Wright Kempton had 
sent her the penny with a 
really thoughtful note. Shelly 
wanted to make sure Enid was 
getting better. Enid had been 
diagnosed with breast cancer 
in January, had had surgery 
and four months of chemo, 
and had just completed radia-
tion when she received Shelly’s 
note. Enid says the support 
she has received from so many 
has made a big difference in 
her healing. She still is living 
on a small farm in Huntington, 
Vt., and has been the executive 
director for the organic farm-
ing association of Vermont for 
over 28 years. 

During our time at St. Law-
rence, during a full-moon party, 
Bob Baird received word that 
his father had passed away. 
Bob has been appointed CEO 
of A.T. Cross Co., a portfolio 
company of Clarion Capital 
Partners. Bob has had an im-
pressive career and it reminds 
us that his dad inspired him 
and offered support, and now 
his son has reached great 
heights. Bob’s son, Bobby, is in 
the Class of 2017.

Wendy Weeden had the 
privilege of being part of the 
LINC (Laurentians Investing 
in Networking and Careers) 
program last year. She was 
matched with Jalissa Perez 
’18. She shared that they met 
about twice a month, mostly 
virtually, to talk about her 
goals, progress, and life at SLU. 
It was a great match and she 
really enjoyed seeing Jalissa 
reach her goals. In August they 
met up in NYC, close to home 
for Jalissa. Wendy encourages 
everyone to volunteer for the 
LINC program! 

On E-bay, 1856 pennies sell for 
around twenty bucks. Buy one, 
and when you have a thought 
about an old classmate, send 
it. You never know how much 
it could be worth.
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CLASS NOTES

1:  Gretal Kearney ’98 and 
    Charles Friedman,
    June 21, 2014, 
    Sun Valley, Idaho. 
2: Carissa Thompson-Snow ’06 
    and Wendell Walters, 
    August 29, 2015, 
    West Addison, Vt.  

WEDDINGS
We celebrate new beginnings

1984
JULIE PARKER
31 East Reid Place
Verona, NJ  07044 
973-857-2142 
ja.parker.silecky@gmail.com 
Next Reunion: 35th, 2019 
(cluster with ’83, ’85)

Ian Grant had many op-
portunities to connect with 
classmates when he dropped 
his son, William D. ’19, off on 
campus for a pre-orientation 
Adirondack trip and later 
moved him onto the same 
floor of Lee Hall that Ian lived 
on his own freshman year. 
That had to bring back some 
memories! Ian saw Aimee 
Clark, who was reliving the 
move-in process 

1

2

at Whitman Hall. 

While visiting Lake Placid 
on the way home from St. 
Lawrence, Ian and his daughter 
reminisced about college days 
with Cris Lussi and her daugh-
ter, Kalen Griffin ’16. They may 
have also raised a toast to Tim 
Shea, who somehow managed 
to complete the Lake Placid 
Ironman in July while also tex-
ting friends, including Ian.  

Earlier in the year, Rich Ham-
ilton visited Ian’s hometown 
of Rye, N.H., where the two 
caught up over dinners, beach 
time and golf. Ian also ran 
into Kelly Wahl and Sharon 
Dorian Maddux, now living in 
Utah, while in Boston during 
a College Football ID camp. 

The three met on the sidelines, 
likely confusing the other 
parents with their levity during 
the tryouts.

Douglas Johnson and Emily, 
from Locust Valley, N.Y., also 
have a child in the Class of ’19: 
their oldest son, Stark. Doug 
notes that Stark joins many 
children of Sigma Chi broth-
ers. During “drop-off,” Doug’s 
family caught up with Doug 
’85 and Denise Hill Thorne ’86 
and Jim Dario ’86, who have 
daughters in the Class of 2019. 
Each visit to campus for the 
next few years certainly will be 
a mini-reunion! 

1985
CARY REGAN AND 
MICHAEL KEIGHER
1 MacPherson Drive
Greenwich, CT 03860
203-622-5030 
caryk@optonline.net
keigher@mac.com
Next Reunion: 35th, 2019 
(cluster with ’83, ’84)

Tracy McGuire Brinker lives in 
Wilmington, Del., with Kevin 
and their 13-year-old twins. In 
July she marked 25 years in 
private wealth management at 
Merrill Lynch. 

Julie Parker ’84 wrote, “For 
fun, my husband and I run a 
group at Burning Man called 
Camp DIY. Steve White 
dropped by; he is doing great; 
married since 2002, they have 

a little girl and live in Edmonds, 
Wash. We both agree that 
there's nothing like going to 
Burning Man to keep 
us young.”

1986
JOY CIARCIA-LEVY
26 Sherbrooke Rd.
Hartsdale, NY 10530
914-591-1936
joyskates@aol.com
Next Reunion: 30th, 2017 
(cluster with ’87, ’88)

Michelle Herron Frechette and 
Rod have celebrated their 25th 
wedding anniversary. With an 
established law practice, a nice 
home in Corrales, N.M., and 
four children ages 15-22, they 
are starting to think about 
other things they can do for 
the next 25 years. Michelle and 
Rod are active in Rotary Youth 
Exchange and the local com-
munity and share in the lives of 
many more children.

Betsy Warner Mayer's son Will 
’17 lives in the Java House and 
loves it! Her husband, Tad, was 
part of the group of men who 
represented Buff's Pub in the 
CRI Fall Classic regatta in the 
"corporate challenge.” They 
won! He rowed with Bill Horn, 
Keith Armstrong and Herb 
Williams as well as four others. 
It was a great day!

Bill Morin, living in Fairfield, 
Conn., is the new director of 
development for Catholic 
Charities of Fairfield County. 

These Phi Sig brothers got together at Joe’s Pond, Vermont, on 
the weekend of September 10-13, 2015, to enjoy sunshine, water 
skiing, fishing and laughter while reminiscing about their time 
at SLU. From left are Dan Boardman ’86, DJ Weeks ’87, Dan 
O'Connor ’87, Pete Leinbach ’87, Tim Corley ’87, Eric Godfrey 
’87, Chris Delirenzo ’87 and Andy Mager ’87.
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3: Melissa Rogers '11 and Adam Baitsell ’10,
    February 21, 2015, Miami, Fla. 
4: Adrienne Woodworth ’10 and Alexander 
    Schaal, July 25, 2015, Alexandria Bay, N.Y.
5: Cheyne Reid ’09 and Jared Ross ’09, 
    June 26, 2015, Florence, Italy.  

3

Catholic Charities helps people 
of all faiths and backgrounds 
through providing food, 
shelter, immigration, adoption, 
homeless outreach and other 
services. His new role links well 
with his 10 years of Fortune 
100 marketing and 15 years of 
nonprofit development leader-
ship experiences.  

1987
KRISTIN JOHNSON 
COPPOLA
142 Bayridge Lane
Duxbury, MA  02332
781-934-0769
kcoppola3@verizon.net 
Next Reunion: 30th, 2017 
(cluster with ’86, ’88) 
 
Earlier this year, Lee Hayne 
Gavula, Susan Bradbury 
Follett, Betsy Jones, Kristen 
Trucksess Axelrad and Lynda 
LaMonte Garmong ’86 got 
together to celebrate their 
50ths in Bay Head, N.J. It is 
rumored the ladies spent a lot 
of time laughing.

This year Jill Zeikel challenged 
herself to climb 50 mountains 
in 50 weeks to celebrate 50 
years. She is calling it her 
50-50-50 challenge and the 
challenge isn’t just about her. 
Jill decided as additional mo-
tivation that she would like to 
raise money for breast cancer 
research, so she opened a 
GOFUNDME account and as 
of early October had raised 
$6,393 and completed 33 
peaks. She is planning on hik-

ing her 50th in Scotland with 
friends before June 2016. 

Andre Dalbec was recently 
promoted to associate general 
counsel with New York's Law 
Enforcement Union, Council 
82. They represent police, cor-
rections officers and dispatch-
ers across the state. Andre is 
still happily married to Michele, 
the daughter of Bettina Hall 
Burke '59 and brother to 
Thomas Burke '88. They live 
in Halfmoon, N.Y., and last fall 
took a trip to Iceland, where 
they hiked the mountains 
and glaciers.

Chris Davis is living in Oyster 
Bay, N.Y., with Kelley and their 
three kids. He recently spent 

a week celebrating his 50th 
with Geoff Hull by golfing 
in Scotland. 

Anne Jones has found hap-
piness in West Virginia, as the 
director of economic develop-
ment for Tucker County since 
2011. Anne’s efforts on behalf 
of her county have been 
so successful that she was 
named one of the 50 "Wonder 
Women of WV" by WV Focus 
magazine last fall. 

Mark McDivitt’s day job is 
working for State Street in 

Boston, Mass., as head of U.S. 
hedge fund sales; on the side, 
Mark is launching a new busi-
ness, Environmental Financial 
Solutions or EFS, to take 
advantage of a market that is 
exploding globally. 

Bond, Schoeneck & King PLLC, 
Syracuse, N.Y., is pleased 
to announce that six of 
its attorneys were selected 
by their peers for inclusion 
in The Best Lawyers in 
America 2016:
  John H. Callahan '78
  Gregory J. Champion '76
  Timothy M. Fitzgerald '90
  Edwin J. Kelley Jr. '77
  Thaddeus J. Lewkowicz '76
  Charles J. Sullivan '89
The firm further announces 

that Fitzgerald, in real estate, 
and Kelley, in government 
finance, have been included 
in the 2015 Upstate New York 
Super Lawyers list. And the 
2015 Upstate New York Super 
Lawyers Rising Star 
list includes its barristers 
Blaine T. Bettinger '98 (intel-
lectual property) and Andrew 
D. Bobrek '98 (employment 
and labor).
     Hancock Estabrook, LLP, 
also of Syracuse, is proud 

Lots of Laudable 
Laurentian Lawyers

to announce that Alan J. 
Pierce ’81 has been selected 
for inclusion in The Best 
Lawyers in America 2016 
and has also been selected 
Best Lawyers’ Insurance Law 
“Lawyer of the Year” 
in Syracuse.  
     Coats Rose, of Houston, 
Texas, states that Ian P. Faria 
’95, a specialist in construc-
tion law, has also been 
named to The Best Lawyers 
in America 2016.

4

5
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CLASS NOTES

1:  Chris Bortree ’10 and Mallory Roberts ’11, 
     June 26, 2015, Canandaigua, N.Y.  
2: Leah Knickerbocker ’04 and BJ Kirschhoffer, 
June 26, 2015, Bozeman, Mont.  

For details, check the respective Class Notes.
We publish wedding photos that meet our 
technical requirements on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Those that do not appear in 
this issue may be scheduled for a future one.

Patty King Dorey received her 
law degree from Syracuse 
University College of Law in 
1990 and then moved to Dallas 
with husband Mike. Patty has 
been practicing real estate 
law at Meadows Collier ever 
since. Patty and Mike have 
two daughters, Kaitlin 
and Shannon.  

Liz Thompson Collins lives in 
Glens Falls, N.Y. with Tom and 
two sons. Liz is the assistant 
principal at Glens Falls High 
School, where she utilizes 
many of the conflict resolu-
tion techniques she learned 
from Hugh Gunnison in SLU’s 
Counseling Program.

Liz frequently sees Dee Winter 
Barclay. Dee has been teach-
ing social studies at Glens Falls 

1

2

High School since 1988 and 
has been department chair, 
union president, adviser to 
various clubs, varsity volleyball 
coach and 10th grade global 
studies and AP European 
studies teacher. Liz says, “Dee 
and I often speak about our 
days at Atwood Hall under the 
educational leadership of Jeff 
Lazovik ’70, who taught us 
many valuable lessons about 
being successful educators.”

Dee also lives in Glens Falls. 
She has two children, David, 
13, and Cate, 11, with husband 
John, the pastor for the First 
Presbyterian Church.

1988
SUSIE SOMERVILLE 
SWINDELL
173 Weed Street
New Canaan, CT  06840
203-966-4695
stlawrence88@optimum.net
Next Reunion: 30th, 2017 
(cluster with ’86, ’87)

Jennifer Grimes has been 
having a ball exploring the 
Hudson and Rhinebeck areas 
of New York State as her 
vacation rentals company, Red 
Cottage Inc., expands through 
the Catskills, where she lives. 
Jenn has also opened Eureka 
Market & Café in Grahamsville, 
N.Y. It was a huge surprise to 
her when Carolyn Davidow 
Putney walked in one day with 
her family while they were 
in from California, touring 
the Northeast. (Apparently, 
Carolyn had seen the café 
on Facebook and put it on 
their itinerary!) Jenn had so 
much fun catching up with the 
Putneys and their “bright and 
interesting” children.

Nick Stevenson writes in with 
good news about Karl Spaeth, 
who became engaged to 
Jenny Hawkes ’90 last August. 
Congratulations to the happy 
SLU couple!

Margaret Masley Smith has 
been working at Auburn Uni-
versity for 11 years and recently 
passed the Certified Safety 
Professional Exam, which is 

the “gold standard” for safety 
professionals across the world. 
She is the safety manager for 
Facilities Management and 
oversees approximately 450 
people who maintain the 300+ 
buildings on campus, as well 
as the architects and project 
managers who design, build 
and renovate them.

Heather Keleher Maxey lives in 
Duxbury, Mass., with her hus-
band and three children. She 
spends her summers running 
a theatre for kids. The rest of 
the year she coaches lacrosse 
at Sacred Heart Academy and 
runs her own club lacrosse 
program, South Shore Sticks. 
She frequently sees Elizabeth 
“Betsy” Burnham ’87, who lives 
just a few miles away.

It’s with great sadness that I 
report that Ellie Smith South-
worth passed away on August 
28, 2015. For more, see “In 
Memory.” Special condolences 
go out to Ellie’s identical twin 
sister, Alice Smith Clark. Ellie 
was remembered at a beauti-
ful service in her hometown 
of Darien, Conn., which was 
widely attended by many 
including her Kent and SLU 
friends and family.

We also send our heartfelt con-
dolences to Susu Cross Foxley 
of East Providence, R.I., on the 
passing of her beloved hus-
band, Bill, on August 17, 2015. 

These alumnae lived together on East Main Street in their student 
days. Last May, they got together for a mini-reunion in Jackson 
Hole, Wyo. From the left are Amy Felber Trapp ’87, Leanne Talia-
ferro Battelle ’87, Susan Kearney Nostrand ’87, Sarah Weaver 
Hartigan ’87, Jenny Petitt Davlin ’87 and Karri Bowen-Poole ’87.  
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3: Chris Robinson ’87 and Paula Coulson, 
    August 22, 2015, Grafton, Vt.  
4: Joe Keniston ’05, M’07 and Meg Bernier ’07, M’09, 
    June 12, 2015, Lake Placid, N.Y.

3

4

1989
DEBBIE BURDETTE RITTER
525 Moorefield Road
Springfield, OH  45502
937-399-2516
dritter1989@yahoo.com
Next Reunion: 30th, 2020

I am sorry to report the deaths 
of two classmates. Glenroy 
Manderson passed away on 
June 1, 2015. He suffered from 
chronic heart failure. In 1999, 
he was featured in a NOVA 
episode about the implanta-
tion of an electrical pump in 
his chest to assist with the 
pumping of blood through his 
heart. I remember Glenroy as 
a kind and gentle person and 
extend my sympathies to his 
family and friends.

John Valerio, Denver, Col., 
passed away on June 28, 2015. 
He earned a law degree
 in 1994 and a master’s 
degree in 1996, both from 
the University of Denver, and 
was a transit and rail planner 
at the Colorado Department 
of Transportation. 

If you have memories you’d 
like to share about either John 
or Glenroy, please contact me 
and I will include them in a 
future column. Meanwhile, for 

more on them, see 
“In Memory.”

Dan Buckley is the president 
of TV, publishing and brand 
management at Marvel Enter-
tainment. The University inter-
viewed him last summer about 
his career; the story is available 
on the St. Lawrence University 
Class of 1989 Facebook page. 
I encourage you to check it 
out—it’s an interesting peek in-
side the world of comic-book 
publishing. Congratulations to 
Dan on his career successes! 

1990
LYNNE GILBERT AGOSTON
7000 Sulky Lane
Rockville, MD 20852
301-881-8331
lgilb1968@hotmail.com
Next Reunion: 25th, June 2-5, 
2016 (cluster with ’91, ’92) 

John Billingsley has produced 
and directed a documentary 
on Africa's last steamship, 
its amazing history, and the 
critical role it plays in con-
temporary Africa. The MV 
Liemba was launched by the 
Germans in 1914 to serve as 
a battleship on Lake Tangan-
yika during World War I. Its 
wartime exploits inspired the 

Hollywood classic The African 
Queen. The ship was in the 
news again recently, as the UN 
commissioned her to transport 
refugees to safety from the 
violence in Burundi.
After a successful festival run, 
John’s documentary, Liemba, 
was picked up for distribution 
by Indican Pictures. It is now 
available online via iTunes and 
Amazon for rent and purchase. 
Read more at www.liemba.org.

Tracy Cane Coffey has been a 
science teacher at Watervliet 
Junior-Senior High school 
near Albany, N.Y., for 22 years. 
She says that there is a small 
group at the school that 
wears scarlet and brown on 
college sportswear day. Laura 
Couchey Abate '88 teaches 
at the local elementary school 
and taught out of Tracy’s 
classroom for part of a term 
a few years ago. The school 
psychologist in Tracy’s build-
ing is Veronica Bedard '03. 
Tracy also keeps in touch with 
retired math teacher Davis 
Fay '74.

Tracy’s family (husband Ste-
phen and daughters Callahan 
and Tess, 10 and 6) had just 
returned from vacation in the 
Washington, D.C., area. While 
there, she met up with Jen 
Meininger for their third annual 
August mini-reunion. Jen lives 
near Washington, D.C. with her 
8-year-old daughter, Holly. 

Tracy also keeps in touch 
with Debbie Walker Roper, 
who lives in Maine with her 

husband; Donna Wilson 
Lipsmeyer, who lives in North 
Carolina with her husband and 
three children; and Kati Che-
not Newstead, who lives near 
Rochester with her husband 
and two daughters. 

Meanwhile, on the “you’ve 
gotta love social media” 
front, Brendan McLaughlin 
and fellow Phi Sig brother 
and Hill News editor Justin 
Scott '92 realized they were 
vacationing at the same time 
in Hilton Head, S. C., through a 
Facebook post. This prompted 
a spontaneous trip to a local 
watering hole to reminisce 
and share photos of their days 
on campus. Justin is living in 
Kansas City.  

Hope to see many of you at 
our reunion, June 2-5!

1991
KEN POLK
34 Rana Court
Williamsville NY 14221
(c) 716-830-6438 
(w) 716-626-6120 
Fax: 716-626-6099
kenpolk8791@msn.com
Next Reunion: 25th, June 2-5, 
2016 (cluster with ’90, ’92)

David Halstead, who serves 
on the SLU Alumni Executive 
Council, was recently named 
vice president of the Long 
Island Branch - Northeast 
Region of AXA Advisors, LLC. 
David, who will have manage-
ment responsibility in the 
Woodbury, N.Y., branch office, 
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CLASS NOTES

1: Nicole Martin ’11 and Jason Lee, 
    August 29, 2015, Camp Canaras, 
    Upper Saranac Lake, N.Y.
2: Meghan Pfeiffer ’05 and Lon Smith, 
    September 27, 2014, Lake George, N.Y. 

will focus on recruiting, 
training and developing 
individuals who want to build 
careers as entrepreneurial 
financial professionals.  

David and Jodi Axtell Canfield 
are our 25th Reunion chairs.  
You should be hearing from 
them soon. If you don’t already 
have June 2-5 bookmarked, 
please plan on joining the 
classes of 1990, 1991 and 1992 
25th cluster reunion. Jim and 
Alison Rogers Knight will be 
chairing the development side. 
Hopefully the Class of ’91 will 
be well represented by both 
our attendance and our finan-
cial commitments in honor of 
our 25th Reunion. For more 
information, visit the alumni 
page on the SLU website, 
and to check out who will be 
attending, click alumni.stlawu.
edu/reunionattendance.  

Ken “Spuds” Wright con-

1

2

vinced a good number of 
friends to join him for a guys’ 
weekend of fishing, horseback 
riding and general love of 
the outdoors at his family’s 
working cattle ranch in Eastern 
Idaho. Among the group were 
many Sigma Chi brothers, 
including Brad Tips ’93, David 
DeFazio ’92, Matt Anderson 
’92 and Chris Minkel. Ken is 
still in Chicago, working for a 
start-up company focused on 
third-party logistics.  He’s also 
still looking for Mrs. Wright!  

1992
CAREY FLYNN THOMASSON
7 Clubview Drive
Birmingham, AL 35223
205 423-9190 (Home)
careythomasson@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 25th, June 2-5, 
2016 (cluster with ’90, ’91)
 
It has been a while since we 
left the North Country and the 

great campus life at SLU. Luck-
ily for us, this June is reunion 
time, and I hope that many of 
you plan to attend.  It would 
be so great to see you; there 
is not a Laurentian around me 
for at least 200 miles down 
here in Alabama.  

Beth Hausmann reported that 
she, Lara Bonomo and Tasha 
Johnston Bowens shared 
great times and a few margari-
tas on the white sands of Mexi-
co. Sorry I missed that one!  

Will and Margaret Newberry 
Barclay and Susannah Cahill 
traveled to Saratoga Springs to 
watch the ponies run. Nobody 
reported any winnings, but a 
grand time was had by all. 

Carolyn Hall Newman and 
Clark welcomed a beautiful 
baby girl, Bridget, on Sept 15. 
Congratulations to all of you. 

Chris Peters has done an 
amazing job raising money 
for Parkinson’s disease re-
search. It’s a great cause!

 I would love to hear from you. 
Otherwise I may stalk your 
Facebook page and make 
something up. 

1995
SAMANTHA C. BIXBY 
PO Box 5365
Breckenridge, CO 80424
307-699-4699
scbix@yahoo.com 
www.linkedin.com/pub/sam-
bixby/66/30/367/
Next Reunion: 25th, 2020

Missy Van Brocklin came out 
to Colorado to visit me in 
September. She came to get a 
taste of the Rockies in the fall 
and cool off from the heat 
in Atlanta.

As a follow-up to a write-up 
in the past year here on Dan 
Notkin, his restaurant, Notkin’s, 
has since opened.  If you ever 
find yourself in Montreal and 
love oysters, stop by!  

In September, the memory 
of Laura Winterbottom was 
kept alive, 10 years after her 
death, with Laura’s March 
in Burlington, Vt., on what 
would have been Laura’s 42nd 
birthday. Laura’s family started 
the Laura Kate Winterbot-
tom Fund in her memory and 
began the march, which takes 
place every September as a 
5K Walk/Run to End Sexual 
Violence. Several local universi-
ties participate. Beneficiaries 
of this year’s march included 
the Pride Center of Vermont 
and the Sexual Assault Nurse 
Examiner (SANE) Program at 
UVM Medical Center. Over the 
past 10 years the LKW Fund 
has provided over $125,000 to 
organizations or programs 
in Vermont.

1997
KERRI WILLIAMS SKIDMORE
400 Fingar Rd.
Hudson, NY 12534
(h) 518-828-0842
(c) 518-567-9940
kerriwill25@hotmail.com
Next Reunion: 20th, 2018 
(cluster with ’98, ’99)

From left, Brad Tips ’93, David DeFazio ’92, Matt Anderson ’92, 
Ken Wright ’91 and Chris Minkel ’91 enjoyed a weekend of fish-
ing, horseback riding and general enjoyment of the outdoors last 
summer in Idaho.

1
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Other Marriages (not pictured)

•Katherine Snedeker ’02 and Ben Hoke, 
  August 1, 2014, Wilton, Conn. 
•Winnie Mui ’08 and Rodrigo Biajoli, 
  November 10, 2014, South Burlington, Vt.
•Emily Blanchard ’11 and Thomas Phalen ’11,
 July 11, 2015, Gunnison Memorial Chapel.
•Samantha Murray ’11 and Michael Katner, 
  April 24, 2014, Charlottesville, Va.
•Megan Howard ’07 and Adam Benson ’08, 
  May 23, 2015, Vernon, N.Y.
•Jennifer Collins ’11 and Matt Maxwell, 
  May 30, 2015, Rome, Ga. 
•Kaitlin Branon ’07 and Shara Bender, 
  October 11, 2014, Troy, N.Y. 
•Erika Gutfreund ’07 and Patrick Sullivan, 
  August 22, 2015, Des Moines, Iowa.
•Timothy LeRoy ’07 and Kristen Leatherbee,
  June 28, 2014, Groton, Mass. 

Brown: Suzane “Soo” Rhee ’01 and David, a daughter, Kaelyn Alexis, 
September 22, 2015. 

Lampert: Mary Anne Patterson ’02 and Doug, a daughter, 
Josephine “Josie,” March 2015.

Manion: Tom ’06 and Mary Rogers ’07, a son, Martin “Mac” Carter, 
September 10, 2015.  

Newman: Carolyn Hall ’92 and Clark, a daughter, Bridget, 
September 15, 2015.

Owens: Amy Rondeau ’98 and Leland, a daughter, Nina Abbott, 
August 19, 2015. 

Plotkin: Noah ’05 and Jean Walker ’05, a son, Samuel James, 
July 6, 2015. 

Rossi: Mackie Wallace ’02 and Dan, a son, Henry, July 2014. 

FUTURE LAURENTIANS
The Scarlet and Brown’s next generation

Rob Larrabee, New York State 
Trooper and self-taught guitar 
player, has another talent. 
Rob was one of 12 winners in 
the Star-Spangled Challenge, 
meaning he got to sing our na-
tional anthem at the New York 
State Fair in Syracuse, N.Y., last 
September. Rob has been a 
trooper for nine years and said 
he was honored to sing on 
Law Enforcement Day. Upon 
finishing the anthem, he was 
asked to sing it again for the 
fair’s Naturalization Ceremony, 
where 100 people became 
United States citizens. 

Writer Carlton Fisher read 
from his upcoming manuscript, 
Rape Culture, on campus in 
October. In 2014, Carlton was 
a finalist for the Allen Ginsberg 
Poetry Award. He also led a 
private workshop for rape 
survivors interested in telling 
their own stories. The program 
was sponsored by the 
SLU Advocates.

1998
DAN JALBERT
88 Everett Street, Apt. 5
East Boston, MA 02128
617-230-1930
dan.jalbert@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 20th, 2018 
(cluster with ’97, ’99)
  
Amy Rondeau Owens and 
Leland welcomed a baby girl, 
Nina Abbott, last August 19. 
She joins big brother Fergus 
and big sister Sydney. Con-
gratulations, Amy and family! 

Former Class Reporter Melissa 
Wilson MacGregor celebrated 
her 10th anniversary as an 
attorney at the Securities 
Industry and Financial Markets 
Association. She makes a lot of 
great contacts in the financial 
industry, but still has quality 
time with her and Jim Mac-

Gregor's kids, Elizabeth and 
Alex. Melissa is the PTA presi-
dent at their school. She also 
does interior decorating on the 
side. Jim is a managing direc-
tor at the National Association 
of Realtors. He is traveling a 
bit more than he did in his last 

job, but he continues to check 
off new states he has visited—
Iowa this year! 

Melissa had a good chat with 
Sara O'Hare-Hughes. She and 
Dan and kids Ayla and Levi 
moved from South Burlington 

HE RAN OUT OF
CONTINENTS

Whether the marathon was 
in Antarctica or South 
America, where Jeff Doyle ’93 
became eligible for the Seven 
Continents Club on Easter 
Island, he had local inhabitants 
observing him.

 aurentians often praise one another for our global 
 citizenship—be it a semester abroad, overseas busi-

ness connections, or involvement with various non-profit 
organizations across the world. Traversing the globe has 
been a long-time goal for Jeff Doyle ’93. When he com-
pleted the Easter Island Marathon last summer, Doyle gained 
entry to the elite Seven Continents Club, a select group of 
die-hard marathoners who have completed the 24.2-mile 
race on every continent—including Antarctica.         
    Doyle became a marathoner in the summer of 1990, fol-
lowing his first year at St. Lawrence. He started with the New 
York City Marathon, running alongside Brian Murphy ’94, in 
support of the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, which had 
benefitted a family friend. 
    “You would go to the hospital with the patient, (and) see 
what they’re going through,” he said in an article published 
recently in The Boston Globe. “That was an extremely power-
ful experience.” 
    It was an experience that propelled Doyle through a dozen 
more marathons in the following 10 years, as he raised ap-
proximately $35,000 for the cause. A huge vehicle of these 
fundraising efforts was a St. Lawrence-born band, Emperor 
Jones. The band played at events across the country, orga-
nized by Doyle, for a cover charge. 

   With the Dublin Marathon in 1997 and the Antarctica Marathon in 1999, Doyle had three con-
tinents under his belt. The following four came years after, when Doyle was inspired once again. 
He met Marcus Luttrell, the former Navy SEAL who wrote Lone Survivor, shortly after read-
ing the book. The Navy SEAL Foundation became Doyle’s new cause, and he’s raised nearly 
$40,000 after finishing the 2010 Safaricom Marathon (Africa), the 2013 Outback Marathon 
(Australia) and the Great Wall Marathon (Asia) in 2014. Last June, Doyle topped it off with the 
aforementioned Easter Island race, checking off South America as his final continent. 
   He says that the Great Wall Marathon in China was the most difficult “due to the steepness 
and uneven steps on the wall. You could see every human emotion come out, with people 
throwing up, crying, keeled up in a ball, and crawling up and down the steps.” 
   It doesn’t sound like the Great Wall crushed his spirit—with no more continents to go, Doyle 
is looking ahead to the possibility of a 100-mile ultramarathon.           —Charlotte Crawford ’16

L
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to Shelburne, Vt., last summer, 
and are very excited about 
their new house. 

Jamie Jessopp Windle has 
published her first children’s 
book.  She writes, “Last year 
when my daughter was 
starting pre-school, she was 
having a hard time adjusting 
to being dropped off and left 
at school. So each day when I 
left I started blowing her a kiss. 
I told her to grab the kiss and 
put it on her cheek to remind 
her that mommy would be 
back soon to pick her up. The 
kiss started to help her relax 
and smoothed the transition 
to school. But I wanted to 
see if there were other things 
that might, too. I searched the 
Internet and bookstores, but, 
while I found lots of books 
and stories for older children, 
there was nothing for a child 
as young as my daughter. 
Then one rainy day, as the kids 
and I were being silly, making 
up words for songs, I started 
rhyming words about blowing 
a kiss. Both of the kids loved 
the song. This gave me the 
idea to turn it into a book.” 
Blowing Kisses is available on 
www.mascotbooks.com and 
Amazon.com. 

1999
GENEVIEVE SHAW BROWN
177 East 77th Street, Apt 3B
New York, NY 10075
646-275-0016
gennyshaw@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 20th, 2018 
(cluster with ’97, ’98)

the Jersey shore for a week-
end in August. Eight kids, two 
SLU husbands (Russell “Rock” 
Battistoni ’04 and Dustin 
Crooker '03) and former feline 
roommate Dragon also shared 
in the fun!  

Rick Bray returned to campus 
for his younger sister Kirsta 
’14’s graduation. He said it was 
a great ceremony, and as he 
always reminds Ed Forbes, it 
didn’t snow. In August of 2014, 
he and Dez welcomed their 
first child, Alice, into the world. 
Just shy of a year later, this 
past August 1, he and Dez got 
married! There were a few SLU 
alums on hand: Cori Scadoto 
’04, Kirsta Bray ’14 and Rick's 
uncle, Steven Spitz ’74, who 
wore his latest SLU gear to 
the wedding.
 
For 13 years, Rick taught high 
school chemistry in a rural 
district near Binghamton, N.Y. 
Last June he accepted a new 
position at the local Board 
of Cooperative Educational 
Services (BOCES), as an 
educational technology 
professional development 
specialist. He works with two 
local districts, helping teachers 
integrate technology into their 
classrooms via workshops and 

on-going direct support. This 
is a new model in the area, and 
he is really excited to be part 
of it. 

Jarrod Caprow has been pro-
moted to assistant director of 
studies at Cardigan Mountain 
School in Canaan, N.H. where 
he has worked since 2005. 

Katherine Snedeker Hoke 
married Ben Hoke on August 1 
in Wilton, Conn., her home-
town. Laurentian friends and 
family attending included her 
uncle John Leonard '75, Lind-
say Muetterties Snedeker  '08, 
Peter Snedeker '06, Ed ’02 and 
Emily Hunt Forbes ’04, Steve 
and Holly Dodge Folsom, Dan 
Farr '03, Betsy Leonard '74 
and Jim Snedeker '71, Cobey 
Flynn '03, Erica Roach Banz 
'04, Kristen Lollis Bates  (ma-
tron of honor), Megan Crowley 
Curinga '03 and Liz Moeller 
'03. Katherine is a fourth grade 
teacher and co-middle school 
diversity coordinator at Green-
wich Country Day School. 
Emily Forbes '04, a fellow KDS, 
started working at Country 
Day this year, and they 
occasionally run into Kathleen 
Koke '86, who works in the 
Upper School. 

Lindsay Clauss-Sheehy, a real 
estate agent with Houlihan 
Lawrence in Greenwich, Conn., 
was recently awarded the “40 
under 40” business honor by 
Fairfield County Business 
Journal as one of the region’s 
best and brightest business 
leaders. Lindsay has estab-
lished a remarkable track 
record, continually increasing 
her annual sales volume.  

Lindsay is not the only Lau-
rentian in the Greenwich office 
of Houlihan Lawrence. She 
works alongside Sarah Badger 
True and David Haffenreffer 
’90, who manages the number 
one-ranked real estate broker-
age in Greenwich.

Amy Farrell won the women’s 
division of the Lake Placid 
Ironman Triathlon in July, fin-
ishing in just over 10 hours.  In 
October, she competed in an 
ironman in Kona, Hawaii.

2002
MEGHAN MAGUIRE TOOMEY
PO Box 134
Kents Hill, ME 04349
508-274-7236
mtoomey@kentshill.org 
Next Reunion: 15th, June 2-5, 
2016 (cluster with ’00, ’01)

Cara Barbierri Battistoni 
writes that Sarah Kloepfer 
McLynn and husband Bob 
invited Gretchen Raddatz, Jen 
Janeway Pearson, Mary 
Aschmann Crooker and her-
self to their summer home on 

 "Play Ball!" That is what Sean Murphy ’97, John “Jeep” Post '96, 
Will Kies ’97, Maria Mallardi Stewart ’97 and Warren Webster ’97 
(left to right) had in mind when they got together for a 
New York Mets game in Queens last June. 

Tom Rapke ’03, several of his ATO brothers, other SLU alumni 
and some family and friends honored their deceased ATO 
brother, Parker Cronin '04, by running the Ragnar Relay Race 
on Cape Cod in May; they repeated the feat in the Adirondacks 
in September. Pictured are Tom, Mat Johnson ’04, Sarah Fogler 
Little ’02, Kirk Thomas ’04, Ed Bryant ’04, Kayle Morrison ’03, 
Rob DeLong ’03, Ryan McAuliffe ’03, Domenico Pirrotta ’07, 
Rob Bayliss ’06, Jon MacMillan ’08, Mike Peterson ’06 and Jus-
tin Lynch ’08. Not pictured but participating: Jason Eisenhuth 
’06, Lawson Parker ’06 and Alex Bacon ’05.
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Heidi Dwyer Makoutz and 
Scott are enjoying life raising 
their family in Bozeman, Mont. 
They welcomed their third 
child, Juniper Marie, last April 
6 (three girls now). There is a 
great SLU contingent in Boze-
man that spans the genera-
tions. Heidi enjoys coaching 
for the Bridger Ski Foundation 
with Kyle Marvinney ’11, and 
they saw Amanda Watters, 
who came in third at the Boze-
man half marathon. 

Nick Fernandez sees several 
SLU friends often: Garrett 
Rioux, Hally Dinkel, Glen 
Breismeister, Dan True ’01, 
Andy Adamo ’02, Chris 
Mitchel, Bernie Smith ’01, Beth 
Slater ’03, Adam Schneier 
and Christian Sturz to name 
a few. Mark Winterer owns 
and runs Recover Green Roofs 
with Brendan Shea ’04. They 
designed and built Fenway 
Farms, which was finished in 
time for opening day on 
April 13, 2015!  

Mary Anne Patterson Lampert 
is a physician assistant at Syra-
cuse Orthopedic Specialists. 
She and Doug welcomed their 
third child, Josephine "Josie," 
last March. “We try to make it 
to campus and the bookstore 
each summer for nostalgic 
reasons (and to buy the kids 
SLU paraphernalia) when we 
visit my family's camp on the 
St. Lawrence River,” she said. 

Mackie Wallace Rossi and 
Dan have been living in Dallas 
for seven years. Prior to that, 
Mackie spent four years in 
Savannah, Ga., while complet-
ing a Master of Arts degree in 
historic preservation. They are 
thrilled to announce the birth 
of Henry in July of 2014.

Angelo Markantonakis relo-
cated his family to Kannapolis, 
N. C., to take a position as 
an associate vice president 
of academic programs for a 
community college in the area. 
He and Susan and sons Angelo 

and Dominic and new Great 
Dane puppy keep them busy.

Alicia Jessmer Sirk has joined 
Adirondack Health Institute in 
Glens Falls, N.Y., as compliance 
coordinator. She had been a 
community events director for 
Turnpike Wesleyan Church in 
Plattsburgh. Her job is to assist 
in improving the organiza-
tion’s efficiency and quality of 
services in order to reduce its 
vulnerability to fraud, waste 
and abuse.  She earned a 
Master of Arts degree, summa 
cum laude, in liberal studies 
with a concentration in total 
quality management from 
SUNY Plattsburgh. 

2004
JACKIE ROY HALLOCK
4 Moreau Way
Plattsburgh, NY 12903
518-570-5404
jacquelinehallock@gmail.com 
Next Reunion: 15th, 2019 
(cluster with ’03, ’05)

Beth Heiss Olmsted is the 
newly hired vice president of 
marketing and sales for Hearts 
& Wallets, a financial market 
research whose clients include 
most of the top 10 retail finan-
cial services firms, in terms 
of assets under management 
and investors served.  Hearts 
& Wallets’ insightful research 
is often featured in The Wall 
Street Journal, Money, CNBC 
and other major media outlets. 

Rachel Peterson Miller, our 
former class reporter, recently 
moved with her husband, Da-
vid, from San Diego to Marys-
ville, Ohio, and is really enjoy-
ing having four seasons again! 
She is still working for the Cen-
ter for Creative Leadership and 
has started volunteering at a 
farm animal sanctuary and at a 
local shelter. She also ran in the 
Columbus, Ohio, marathon!

I was delighted to meet up 
with one of my favorite SLU 
people, fellow London Pro-
grammer and former town-
house mate Lauren Boivin 
Christensen, in Schroon Lake 
for lunch recently. Lauren is 
living outside of Philadelphia 
and has three children who 

definitely keep her busy.

All right, classmates: please 
take two seconds to drop me 
a line! I would love to hear 
from you!

2007
MEGAN KENISTON
3 Mildon Road
Canton, NY 13617
404-617-7851 (cell)
megan.bernier@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 10th, 2017

One thing that became clear 
as I compiled these notes 
was that our classmates keep 
things interesting because 
they are always on the move. 
Not even weddings have 
stopped the Class of 2007 
from starting new jobs and 
moving—sometimes all in just 
a few months!

Megan Howard Benson got 
married on May 23, 2015, to 
Adam Benson '08 in Vernon, 
N.Y. On hand were Jon Sauer 
'08, Matt Satterley '08, Kevin 
Keepper '08, Peter Griffin '08, 
Matt Brender '08, Adele Brob-
erg '11, Bill Courtney '08, Chris 
Meyer '08, Matt Manz '08, 
Rachel Manz '08, Joel Howard 
'68, Rebecca Bizzaro, Jessica 
Traversi '06 and Jessica 
Lawrence '06. 

Megan wrote that her friends 
and family thought she was a 
bit crazy because she started 
a new job six weeks before the 
big day. She’s a management 
consultant with UMT Consult-
ing Group. Adam also started 
a new job at a biotechnical 
start-up company.

Kaitlin Branon-Bender let me 
know that she and her wife, 

These KDS sisters got together in Washington, D.C., last March, to 
celebrate new jobs and two future Laurentians on the way. From 
left are Melissa Wordelmann Johnson ’04, Amy Zarriello Morris 
’04, Jola Cwiertniewski Morrison ’03, Kristin Sadue Eaton ’04 
and Jen Lorence Rapke ’03. “Since leaving SLU, we have each 
given birth to either one or two girls, so we've decided we'll create 
our own KDS pledge class,” said Jen.

What shall we call you?
We want to be sure we’re addressing you the way YOU 
want to be addressed. Let us know if:

•    We’re calling you “Mrs.” and you prefer “Ms.” (or 
     vice versa).
•     Our mailings come to “Mr. John Smith and Dr. Mary 

Smith,” and you prefer “Mary and John Smith.”
•     We’re doing anything else wrong (address-wise, 
      that is). 

We want to respect your wishes. If you have a prefer-
ence we’re not using, please contact Valerie Ingram, 
Director of Donor Relations at vingram@stlawu.edu.
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Shara Bender, were married 
on October 11, 2014, at Pat's 
Barn in Troy, N.Y. They recently 
bought a house outside of 
Albany and Kaitlin attended 
graduate school and is now 
an ultra-sonographer at an 
Albany hospital.

It was a big year for Erika 
Gutfreund Sullivan! She wed 
Patrick Sullivan on August 
22, 2015, in Des Moines, Iowa, 
with maid of honor Catherine 
Ramsey ’08 by her side. “Pat-
rick and I have moved to the 
Cincinnati, Ohio, area and I am 
working in the Kettering Hos-
pital Network as an inpatient 
psychiatric social worker,” 
she reported.

Erika’s Kappa sister Mary 
Rogers Manion also got in 
touch to share some big news: 
She and Tom Manion ’06 
welcomed a baby boy, Martin 
“Mac” Carter Manion, on 
September 10, 2015.

Don’t wait until I put a call out 
for notes—reach out with your 
news as it happens! And let 
me know if you’re ever swing-
ing through Canton—I’d love 
to connect.

2009
CASSIE COUGHLIN
4 Prince St. Apt 5
Boston MA 02113
802-779-3623
cassandracoughlin@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 10th, 2019

Mike and Elise Fitzgerald 
O'Connor moved from Cali-
fornia to Maine last summer 

and saw many alumni on their 
two-week cross-country ad-
venture, including Rob Menard 
’07 with wife Elise and son EJ 
in Winnemucca, Nev.; Tarika 
Cefkin in Fort Collins, Col.; 
Walter Scherer, Katie Taylor 
and Caitie Quinn in Victor, 
Idaho; Reed Laverack ’10, Ted 
Cooke ’10, Mackie Mescon and 
John “Hanzi” Deschermeier in 
Chicago; Kevin O'Connor ’08 
in Syracuse; Dennis Morreale 
’07 and Steve Millington ’07  in 
Canton; and Sean Murphy in 
Portland, Maine.

Cheyne Reid and Jared Ross 
were married at a small 
ceremony in Florence, Italy 
last summer. 

Adria Bregani announces her 
engagement to Seth Blake. 
They are living in Los Angeles. 
Seth works for California Insti-
tute of the Arts and she is an 
environmental consultant. 

2011
ALISSA BEIDECK
31 Gardner Street, Apt. 3
Boston, MA 02134
518-637-5404 (cell) 
alissa.beideck@gmail.com 
Next Reunion: 5th, 2017 
(cluster with ’12, ’13)

Many thanks to Beth Spa-
daccini for being our class 
reporter since graduation. 
Beth continues as the assistant 
sports information director at 
the University.

Jenn Collins wed Matt Maxwell 
just outside of Rome, Ga., 
on May 30, 2015. They were 
surrounded by friends, family 
and a few generations of SLU 

Four Laurentians, 
Two Countries, 

One Project
         t. Lawrence’s network connections, and the ways
         they take Laurentians far and wide, have proved 
instrumental time and again. Last summer, four Lauren-
tians made extraordinary use of that network, crossing 
not only national boundaries, but those between students, 
professors and alumni as well. 
   Chapin Professor of Geology Jeff Chiarenzelli ’81 trav-
elled with two undergraduate geology majors, Lisa Grohn 
’17 and Mitch Gallagher ’17, to help Chiarenzelli’s former 
student Sean Regan ’10 with his doctoral research in the 
Canadian Arctic. Regan was sampling numerous places 
along a major boundary in the Canadian Shield called the 
Snowbird Tectonic Zone. “We’re trying to finally determine 
at what point in time two tectonic plates merged, hun-
dreds of millions of years ago,” Regan says. The project is 
funded by a National Science Foundation grant awarded 
to Regan and his dissertation adviser.
   Regan invited Chiarenzelli to take part because Chiaren-
zelli is one of few geologists in the world with hands-on 
experience in this challenging and remote location. Chi-
arenzelli says, “The possibility to take Lisa and Mitch along, 
and expose them to the north, was a dream come true 
for me. Both were excellent field collaborators, enduring 
the isolation and harsh conditions with good humor and 
enthusiasm.” 
   Another goal of the project was to research evidence of 
human habitation in the remote area, which is in Nunavut 
Territory. This aspect of the venture was partially funded 
by the Center for International and Intercultural Studies 
at St. Lawrence. The multiple scientific initiatives took the 
team from harsh Arctic conditions to boreal forest.
   Lisa says, “This trip solidified my passion for geology 
and gave me countless ideas for where I can go from SLU. 
Having the guidance and personal attention in the field 
was invaluable. More important, the chance to explore 
a part of the Earth that isn’t understood quite yet was a 
dream come true.”
   The project will continue into next summer and offer 
further opportunities for student involvement. “I was cap-
tivated by the landscape,” Lisa says, “and I would go back 
in a heartbeat.”                              —Charlotte Crawford ’16

From left, Grohn, Regan, Chiarenzelli, Gallagher, 
in their summer lab
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No Notes?
Classes that do not appear either did not receive any 
news, or lack a class reporter. To submit news, find 
your class reporter’s contact information by 
visiting alumni.stlawu.edu/classnotes and clicking 
on the appropriate decade. To volunteer to be a class 
reporter, contact Joe Keniston, jkeniston@stlawu.edu 
or 315-229-1858.

S
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graduates. Jenn and Matt met 
during Jenn’s senior year when 
she should have been writing a 
paper. (She handed the paper 
in on time and received a 
fair grade.) 

Emily Blanchard and Thomas 
Phalen tied the knot on July 
11, 2015, in Gunnison Memorial 
Chapel, surrounded by several 
generations of Laurentians. 
Aaron Bogosian, who was in 
attendance, was also married 
last summer. 

Samantha Murray Katner wed 
Michael Katner at Kings Family 
Vineyards in Charlottesville, 
Va., on April 24, 2014, with Ka-
tie Root by her side as maid of 
honor. Other class members in 
attendance were Graham Fin-
klea, Andrew Pfluger and Matt 
Hayes. Samantha is pursuing 
her Ph.D. in chemical biology.

Martha Pascoe McAndrews 
and Oke McAndrews ’10 were 
married on May 23, 2015, in 
Dover, Mass. In their wedding 
party were Kat McAndrews 
’08, Christopher Tamm ’10, 
Alex Dodge, Ben Ross ’10, 
Brendan McGrath, Alden Bush 
and Gabby Dorr. There was a 
picture of this crew in the 
fall issue.

Nicole Martin Lee wed 
Jason Lee at Camp Canaras 
on August 29, 2015. In 
attendance were Nicky Hynes, 
Tricia Yandow, Jordan Koivu, 
Andrew Pfluger and 
Katrina Tamvakologos.  

Joe Rothrock recently became 
engaged to Meghan Murphy 
and they are planning a fall 
2016 wedding in Lake Placid. 
Joe finished his MBA in organi-
zational leadership and change 
management at the College of 
Saint Rose while working as 
a credit analyst and portfo-
lio manager in commercial 
lending at the Bank of Greene 
County. Joe and Meghan live 

in Athens, N.Y., where they 
recently purchased their 
first home. 

Chris Sears was accepted into 
the Albany Medical College 
Class of 2019. He worked at 
the Tisch Multiple Sclerosis 
Research Center of New York 
in New York City for two years. 
During that time he presented 
his research at the 2014 and 

2015 Annual Meetings of the 
American Academy of Neurol-
ogy. He and his family are 
excited that his sister, Oliveah 
Sears ’19, joined the Laurentian 
family last fall. 

Steve Vargo finished the 2015 
Lake Placid Ironman in just 
over 10 hours, placing him 
32nd overall and 5th in his age 
group. Katie Loignon, Adam 

Terko ’12 and Kate Mulcahy ’15 
were there to support Steve. 
His incredible finish qualified 
him for the World Champion-
ship in Kona, Hawaii. 

McCayla Quinn directed her 
first children’s play last year 
with Rising Star Productions. 
Pendragon Theatre in Saranac 
Lake, N.Y., hosted the showing 
of Pippi Longstocking. I can tell 

For over a year now I have been an 
associate director at Putney Student 
Travel in Putney, Vt., organizing summer 
high school programs in East Africa, 
India and the U.S. My fiancé, Erica, and I 
are living in nearby Brattleboro, Vt., and 
having fun exploring the trails.
   I recently met up with Brendan Shea 
’04 (KSP spring ’03) in Boston. He along 
with co-founder Mark Winterer ’02 
directs Recover Green Roofs, a design/
build/maintain firm specializing in veg-
etated “green roofs,” rooftop farms and 
living walls.
   Leah Knickerbocker ’04 (KSP spring 
’03) is development director with The 
Traveling School, a Bozeman, Montana-
based organization that runs education 
abroad programs for high school girls. 
She got married last summer (see the 
pages with wedding pictures) and they 
were planning to go see the polar bears 
in Churchill, Manitoba, where her hus-
band works each fall during the bears’ 
migration season.
   Lincoln Davie ’07 (KSP spring ’06), 
writes, “I’m in my last year of a Ph.D. 
program in curriculum and instruction 
at Montana State University, where I am 
specializing in adventure education. My 
dissertation investigates the relationship 
of adventure utilization and the develop-
ment of leader and teacher efficacy.”
   Matthew Carotenuto (KSP spring ’98), 
associate professor of history and 
coordinator of African studies at 
St. Lawrence, published an article on his 
research on the sport of wrestling and 
Kenya’s prison system. “Crafting Sport 
History Behind Bars: Wrestling with 
State Patronage and Colonial Confine-

ment in Kenya” examines how indigenous 
forms of wrestling were marginalized 
by the colonial state and a professional 
version of the sport reemerged behind 
the walls of Kenya’s prisons after inde-
pendence. The article appears online in 
History in Africa, published by the African 
Studies Association and Cambridge 
University.
   Eloise Brezault, assistant professor of 
African and Francophone studies, and 
Judith DeGroat, associate professor of his-
tory, presented papers along with recent 
graduate Maria Trummer ’15 during their 
panel discussion, “The Ambiguous Adven-
ture: Challenges of a Complex Identity in 
the Colonial Era,” at the first International 
Symposium of the Dakar Institute for Afri-
can Studies in Senegal.
   Check out the October 7 post on the 
KSP blog (http://blogs.stlawu.edu/kenya), 
which profiles Kelly Sampier ’15 (KSP fall 
’13), Sean Kelly ’15 (KSP spring ’14), Lacey 
Burns ’15 (KSP spring ’14), Allison Paludi 
’14 (KSP spring ’12), Scott Robinson ’12 
(KSP spring ’11), Meg North ’10 (KSP fall 
’08), and Mark Marchant (KSP fall ’08, 
Vassar College ’11). All returned from their 
semester with a desire to connect their 
KSP experience with their personal and 
professional goals after graduation. Read 
about how they did it!
   Julia Huber ’14 (KSP spring ’13) is a 
Peace Corps volunteer in Rwanda. In an 
October email, she wrote, “I will be teach-
ing English and technology classes as well 
as helping teachers to improve their Eng-
lish. I have two more months of training 
in Rwamagana, where I am staying with a 
host family, and then I move to my perma-
nent site,” in the Northern Province.

As always, your news and photos are wel-
come. I look forward to hearing from you! 
Tutaonana!

—John Linsley ’04 
(KSP fall ’02)
111 High Street, Apt. 4
Brattleboro, VT 05301
(978) 500-6342
jlinsley@gmail.com

HABARI GANI?
Swahili for 

“What’s the News?”
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Send That News In!
Have news and photos to share?  Send it 
to your class reporter by March 10 for 
the summer 2016 issue.  Don’t know how 
to contact your class reporter?  
Visit alumni.stlawu.edu/classnotes.  

you firsthand that she did an 
amazing job. McCayla lives in 
Lake Placid with Louise 
“Lulu” McGoldrick. 

Josh Leblanc’s research on 
“helicopter parents” was 
featured in the campus news 
at the University of Guelph, 
Ontario, where he is working 
on his Ph.D. in management. 
You can read the feature here: 
news.uoguelph.ca/2015/05/
how-helicopter-parenting-af-
fects-adult-childrens-careers. 

Shannon M. Hughes received 
a master’s degree in organiza-
tion management from The 
Sage Colleges in Troy, N.Y., 
in May 2013 while working in 
their institutional advance-
ment department. In February 
2014, she became the assistant 
director of reunion and par-
ent giving at Siena College 
in Loudonville, N.Y. She was 

recently elected to the board 
of Women in Development of 
Northeastern New York.

Julia Sprague is enrolled in 
the Master of Divinity program 
at Princeton Theological 
Seminary. She interned with 
the Rev. Edward “Nick” Van 
Gombos ’74 at Wyoming Pres-
byterian Church in Millburn, 
N.J. Julia spent one year with 
the church, ending her service 
in April 2015. While there, she 
was able to connect with a 
Laurentian member of the 
church, Holly McGloon 
Sethness ’79.
 
Larissa Terry-Hoffman fin-
ished her graduate studies 
in social work from Boston 
University last May and is a 
licensed clinical social worker. 
She is an outpatient therapist 
in Quincy, Mass.

Last May, I received a Master 
of Education from Boston 
University while working in the 
Office of the Provost, where I 
was promoted in September. 
Before that I worked for one 
year at the Danish Institute for 
Study Abroad in Copenhagen, 
Denmark. When I'm not con-
necting with old classmates 
or attending a wedding (is 
this my new hobby?), I play 
broomball and travel as much 
as possible. I’m happy to be 
our class reporter and look 
forward to hearing from many 
more of you!

2013
BRITTANY MOTEN
225 West End Avenue
Apt#25
New York, NY 10023
858-444-7298
brittm31@aol.com
Next Reunion: 5th, 2017 (clus-
ter with ’11, ’12)

We’re two and a half years out 
of college and continuing to 
do amazing things!

Congrats to Amy Callahan, 
who began her first year at 
the University of New England 
College of Osteopathic Medi-
cine in Biddeford, Maine, in the 

fall. Keeping that St Lawrence 
spirit alive, Amy is the mentee 
of Stefan Leo-Nyquist ’11.

In September, Katie Green 
began working as an adult nu-
trition initiatives specialist for a 
non-profit called Hunger Free 
Vermont, in South Burlington, 
Vt. Katie is responsible for un-
derstanding the ins and outs 
of how federal and state nutri-
tion policies work. With this 
information, she reaches out 
to partner organizations and 
community groups to train 
them on nutrition policies such 
as SNAP (the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program). 
The most fulfilling part of this 
collaboration is the fact that 
she has the opportunity to find 
solutions to assist low-income 
residents in accessing 
nutrition benefits. 

Maria Hoyt started working as 
assistant director of admis-
sions at Kents Hill School 
in Maine. And Erica Spera 
is working at a production 
company called Magnet Media 
by day, and continues to make 
her mark on the NYC comedy 
scene by night—hosting a free 
weekly comedy show every 
Tuesday at Iggy’s Bar on the 
Upper East Side. Last fall, Erica 
also began hosting a weekly 
podcast called "20 Minutes of 
Fire" that you can check out 
on iTunes and Soundcloud. 

Cheers to the class of 2013! 
Keep up the good work!

2014
STEPHANIE ELDON
PO Box 396
Dorset, VT 05251
603-380-4641
stephanie.eldon@gmail.com
Next Reunion: 5th, 2020 
(cluster with ’15, ’16)

Since graduation, Amanda 
Treco has been working on 
her art, as well as pursuing 
a master's in speech pathol-
ogy. She’s taking classes and 
participating in local shows 
and galleries around NYC, as 
well as preparing for a solo 

Laurentians spoke to students and others about careers 
and much more at two events last October. Top, 
during Family Weekend’s alumni career panel, 
Ed Brandt '82, executive vice president for 
government services and solutions at MasterCard, 
second from left, makes a point, while listening in are, 
from left, Paul “PJ” Massey III '12, an analyst at Brookfield 
Financial Properties; Tracy Van Hoven '85, director of 
marketing for Talbots (barely visible behind Brandt); 
Frederick “Fritz” Bedford '85, senior development 
engineer at Computational Dynamics; and Cathy Mayton-
Collins '79, director of social work at the Central New York 
Psychiatric Center. Below, Laurentians in Residence were, 
from left, Jennifer Lorence Rapke ’03, clinical psychologist 
at the New York Spine & Wellness Center; Anne McGrath 
’75, managing editor of publications at U.S. News & World 
Report; Jeff Deyette ’95, an energy researcher with 

the Union of Concerned Scientists; Jennifer Winfield Young ’85, president of her own
consulting firm; and Kathy Frommer P’17, former CEO and co-founder of CRS Retail Systems.

If you want my advice…
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exhibition through the Sea 
Cliff Arts Council, at Daniel 
Gale & Sotheby's in Sea Cliff, 
N.Y.  Check out her website, 
trecoart.weebly.com.    

Just across the Hudson in New 
Jersey, Kate Mazdzer is work-
ing in the Branch Operations 
Department as a technical 
administrator at Advisors 
Mortgage Group. She has been 
working with the New York-
New Jersey Trail Conference 
and completed the “90 miler” 
canoe race in the Adirondacks 
for the second year in a row 
with her family. Congrats, Kate!

Francis Stripp and Bryan 
Palermo have returned to 
our alma mater as the new 
assistant coach for the crew 
teams and graduate assistant 
baseball coach, respectively. 
Both are also enrolled in mas-
ter's programs, for Educational 
Leadership and General Stud-
ies in Education.

Carly VanTassel has started 
her second year as the assis-
tant lacrosse coach at Gannon 
University, a Division II school 
in Erie, Pa., where she is also 
getting her MBA. 

With assistance from Adam 
Fox, assistant professor of 
psychology, Devon Belding’s 
senior honors thesis was pub-
lished in the Journal of Applied 
Behavior Analysis, August 2015 
edition. The study, “Reducing 
Pawing in Horses Using Posi-
tive Reinforcement,” extends 
their previous work, showing 
that positive reinforcement 
techniques are an effective 
tool in decreasing undesirable 
behavior in horses. See more 
at www.stlawu.edu/news/stu-
dents-senior-thesis-published-
scholarly-journal#sthash.
ogngM4a9.dpuf.

Grace Potter is one of nine 
outstanding Vermonters rec-
ognized by the Vermont Arts 
Council, in association with the 
Vermont governor’s office, for 
significant contributions to the 
arts. She received her award in 
ceremonies In November.

2015
KARA MCDUFFEE
80 Academy Drive 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894
607-727-6114
karamcduffee3@gmail.com 
Next Reunion: 5th, 2020 
(cluster with ’14, ’16)

Hello Class of 2015! It’s been 
awesome hearing from some 
of you, and I’d love to hear 
from more—please contact me 
with your updates!

Lauren Wagenaar accepted 
an offer at MSCO, a global 
marketing and consulting 
company in Rye Brook, N.Y., 
where she will be an account 
executive. She will be 
working with clients on various 
projects, such as helping them 
manage their day-to-day 
operations or execute their 
own campaigns.

In June, Kelly Gamache start-
ed a new job at Massachusetts 
General Hospital, in Boston, as 
a marketing specialist in the 
Blood Donor Center.

Enjolie Levengood is also 
working in the medical 
field. Enjolie is studying the 
antibiotic-resistant genes of 
microbes in the local river at 
Virginia Commonwealth Uni-
versity. She’s working toward a 
master’s in biology, and wants 
classmates to know, “If you’re 
ever in the Richmond area, 
don’t hesitate to contact me!”

Kelly Appenzeller is return-
ing to Washington, D.C. after 
many successful internships 
and programs there (including 
the launch of the new program 
#SLUConnectDC), but this 
time with a full-time job. She 
has been hired to work for the 
Alliance for Health Reform 
as the program assistant for 
Congressional events 
and outreach. 

David Smith started his first 
full-time job at the Develop-
ment Authority of the North 
Country in Watertown, N.Y. He 
is a GIS technician. 

A little farther south, Domi-
nic Brennan is working with 

AmeriCorps. He moved to 
Knoxville, Tenn., last July and is 
teaching high-schoolers about 
storm water management and 
environmental education until 
the end of June.

Aaron Costello is working for 
the New York State Museum. 
It’s in Albany, but the job takes 
him all around New York State 
with a crew of fellow archae-
ologists. Before land is com-
promised by new construction 
projects, Aaron and his team 
do thorough excavations and 
cultural surveys to salvage 
archeology. He’s worked at 
locations that range from 

pre-contact Mohican sites to 
historical Civil War sites.

Corey Parent ’12, who serves 
in the Vermont House of 
Representatives, is doing 
just that.  
    “I always had the goal of com-
ing back to Vermont, 
coming back to my hometown, 
and getting involved however 
I could,” Parent commented. 
“I felt a strong voice was needed 
in the state capital and I stepped 
up to the challenge.”
   Nowadays, the 25-year-old 
Parent, a native and resident 
of St. Albans, represents about 

8,500 people in northwestern Vermont. He also serves on the 
St. Albans Downtown Board Committee for Economic Restructur-
ing, is the justice of the peace for St. Albans City and the Vermont 
State Government, and serves on the Lake Champlain Water 
Quality and Sportsmen Caucuses boards, working hard to help 
his community and his state in every way that he can.
   While at St. Lawrence, Parent was a member of the SLU 
Republicans club, was elected Thelmo president, and helped 
bring back Beta Theta Pi fraternity, which he says helped him 
learn “a lot about how to get 30 people to work together for a 
common mission.”
   Parent says he still uses that attribute today and that his 
experiences at St. Lawrence allowed him to gain skills in 
“listening to and understanding people’s concerns and trying to 
create an action plan to fix those concerns, moving ahead in the 
most official way possible.”
   His academic preparation also fits well with his current 
position. Parent double-majored in government and 
economics and minored in Canadian studies—appropriate for 
someone whose legislative district borders Canada. 
   Looking to the future, Parent says, “I will be running for re-
election and continuing to use the platform that I’ve built over the 
past few years to continue working for my home state’s govern-
ment, focusing, as always, on the needs of my community.”            
                —Alexa Mitchell ’16

Corey Parent ’12, Young 
(Very Young) State Legislator

If you had the chance to return to your 
hometown to improve the lives of your 
fellow community members, would you? 

Four young Laurentians met 
up in Istanbul, Turkey, over the 
summer. From left are Hannah 
Chanatry ’15, Corinne Niekre-
wicz ’15, Christopher Rich ’18 
and Zeynepcan Akar ’15, who 
lives in Istanbul.

90276_SLU_036-069_CS6.indd   65 12/14/15   11:23 AM

http://alumni.stlawu.edu/classnotes
http://news.uoguelph.ca/2015/05/
mailto:brittm31@aol.com
mailto:stephanie.eldon@gmail.com
http://trecoart.weebly.com/
http://www.stlawu.edu/news/stu-
mailto:karamcduffee3@gmail.com


66

CLASS NOTES

▼ CLASS OF 1939 Eleanor Hutchins Parsons of Lexington, Va., 
died July 4, 2015. She was preceded in death by her sister Julia 
Hutchins Smith '39; their sister Eloise Hutchins De Falco '43 died 
in August 2015 (see below). Eleanor earned her B.S. in chemistry 
and played on the varsity basketball team. She also enjoyed oil 
and watercolor painting, swimming, gardening, needle point and 
floral arranging, and was very involved with her church.

▼ CLASS OF 1941 Margaret Hannon Crawley of Belmar, N.J., died 
August 30, 2015. At St. Lawrence, she was a sister of Kappa Kap-
pa Gamma and majored in English; she later earned a master's in 
English at Montclair State College. Her passion was reading, but 
she also loved singing in the choir at St. Cassian Church in Mont-
clair and was a member of the Oratorio Society of New Jersey. 
Remembering her are her son, F. Thomas Crawley '71; brother, 
James K. Hannon '51; sisters-in-law Vivien Gardner Hannon '43 
and Patricia Cross Hannon '51; and nephew Bruce G. Hannon '69. 
She was preceded in death by her brother John W. Hannon '44, 
sister Jean Anne Hannon Martin '45 and nephew Christopher H. 
Martin '75.

John L. “Jack” Robins of Seattle died September 10, 2015. He 
pledged Beta Theta Pi, earned honors in economics, was induct-
ed into Omicron Delta Kappa and Phi Beta Kappa, and managed 
the wrestling team. During World War II, he served as an officer 
in the U.S. Navy on a supply ship in the South Pacific. He tried a 
brief stint in banking before deciding to head west. He joined the 
Simpson Timber Company in 1952 and retired in 1984. An avid 
outdoorsman, Jack enjoyed hiking, skiing and sailing with friends 
and family. He was preceded in death by his brothers Richard 
S. Robins '45 and Ralph H. Robins '48 and sister-in-law Virginia 
Wilson Robins '48. Those remembering him include his brother 
James K. Robins '52 and sister Anne Robins Frank '40. 

▼ CLASS OF 1943 Eloise Hutchins De Falco of Monroe Township, 
N.J., died August 1, 2015. She was predeceased by her sisters 
Julia Hutchins Smith '39 and Eleanor Hutchins Parsons '39. 
At St. Lawrence, she earned membership in Beta Beta Beta, 
the honorary society for her major in biology, and made the 
Dean's List. She was also involved in production of The Hill 
News. She began her career as a medical technologist and later 
became a lecturer at Raritan Valley Community College until her 
retirement in 1986.

▼ CLASS OF 1947 Guy R. Beale Jr. of Virginia Beach, Va., died July 
25, 2015. In 1942, Guy attended Virginia Polytechnic Institute for 
six months before entering the U.S. Navy. At St. Lawrence as a 
member of the V-12 program, he pledged Sigma Alpha Epsilon 
and majored in economics. In 1952, he joined his father-in-law 
at Paxton Company, serving as president and CEO until his 
retirement in 1995. One of his favorite pastimes was to go sailing 
with the "Crusty Cruise" group in the Chesapeake Bay; he was 
also very involved with his local church and community. He is 
remembered by his wife of 64 years, two daughters, a son and 
their families.

Caroline Sykes Miller of Silver Spring, Md., died June 17, 2015. 
Caroline studied psychology and pledged Kappa Kappa Gamma. 
She enjoyed spending time at the National Gallery of Art as a 
docent. She is survived by her son, daughter and their families.

▼ CLASS OF 1950 Ann Sutton Cooper died September 16, 2015, in 
Freehold, N.J. She was the widow of Lewis Cooper '50. Her ca-
reer was with Bell Labs.  While at St. Lawrence she was a mem-
ber of the honorary societies Sigma Pi Sigma and Gamma Sigma 
Epsilon, graduating Phi Beta Kappa. She majored in chemistry 
and was part of the Chymist Club.

▼ CLASS OF 1952 Donald A. Calder on Montvale, N.J., died August 
3, 2015. He worked for a year in New York City before attending 
St. Lawrence, where he majored in business administration and 
pledged Sigma Pi. He also met his wife, Helen Ohrle Calder '52, 
who survives him. He served in the U.S. Army for two years and 
worked for Esso/Exxon for 33 years. He was an excellent handy-
man and carpenter, building furniture, cabinetry and heirloom 
toys for his nine grandchildren.

▼ CLASS OF 1954 Stephen J. King of San Jose, Calif., where he 
had lived for over 40 years, died May 29, 2015. Steve graduated 
from St Lawrence University with a degree in business adminis-
tration and as a member of Alpha Tau Omega and the football 
team. He went on to serve four years as a lieutenant in the U.S. 
Air Force and then completed his MBA at Syracuse University in 
1959. He worked for IBM for 30 years as a financial analyst, retir-
ing in 1992. A longtime member of the Almaden Country Club, he 
loved playing golf, traveling and spending time with family and 
friends.

▼ CLASS OF 1959 Carol Ritz Fautsch died at home in Gladwyne, 
Pa., on August 27, 2015. She graduated from St. Lawrence with a 
major in psychology and entered the world of retail with Hutzer 
in Baltimore, where she worked for 20 years. In 1977, Carol and 
Chuck Fautsch were married and settled outside of Philadelphia, 
where she continued her career with Strawbridge & Clothier in 
fine jewelry. Besides her love of travel, Carol was active with the 
Philadelphia Theater, Orchestra and Museum of Art. 

Paula Schumacher Greig of Goodyear, Ariz., died August 10, 
2015. She was a member of Alpha Delta Pi, the field hockey and 
basketball teams, The Hill News staff and the Outing Club. She 
merited department honors in history and was inducted into 
Phi Beta Kappa. 

▼ CLASS OF 1960 Barbara Paige Trevor of Bonita Springs, Fla., 
died August 19, 2015. She was preceded in death by her father, 
Carl S. Paige '29. Her sister Patricia Paige Malvik '64 is among 
those remembering her. She pledged Delta Delta Delta and 
graduated with her B.A. in English.

▼ CLASS OF 1961 David G. Suits of Lexington, Ohio, died Sep-
tember 14, 2015. He was a member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon and 
the L Club, and was a jumper on the ski team. He continued his 
education at NYU Graduate School of Business while employed 
at Chemical Bank's senior management training program. After 
three years in the banking industry, in 1965 he switched his career 
and became a commercial pilot with United Airlines, retiring after 
33 years. He is remembered by his son Michael G. Suits '02. 

IN MEMORY 
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▼ CLASS OF 1962 E. Colby Walton Jr. died July 24, 2015, in High 
Point, N.C. At St. Lawrence, he studied business administration 
and pledged Sigma Chi. After graduating, he joined the 101st 
Signal Battalion of the New York Army National Guard, eventu-
ally completing his service as a first lieutenant. He worked in 
the banking, insurance and financial services industry, eventu-
ally forming his own business selling life, health, disability and 
long-term care insurance. He was active with Rotary and the Boy 
Scouts and loved to be outside playing tennis, downhill skiing and 
kayaking.

▼ CLASS OF 1966 Willard B. Traub of Wayland, Mass., died August 
25, 2015. He majored in English and was a member of Phi Sigma 
Kappa at St. Lawrence. He also was a class officer, played tennis, 
and was involved with KSLU and the Winter Carnival Committee. 
He worked as a photographer and artist.

▼ CLASS OF 1972 Paul R. Patrick of Leonardo, N.J., died July 9, 
2015. Hockey was always an important part of his life and family, 
with his father coaching the New York Rangers. He was a key 
member of the men's hockey team as he was earning his degree 
in English. He later attended training camp for the St. Louis Blues 
before playing for the Bridgeport Home Oilers. He worked as a 
bond trader on Wall Street for many years before returning to 
hockey as a rink operator, coach and, most recently, a consul-
tant/scout for the NHL’s Washington Capitals. He moved to 
Middletown, N.J., in 1979 and was a well-known member of the 
community, coaching hockey at the youth and high school levels 
for over 30 years. He is remembered by his wife of 37 years and 
three sons.

▼ CLASS OF 1981 Alison Dwyer died October 14, 2015, at her home 
in Decorah, Iowa. Born in Concord, Mass., very near Thoreau's 
Walden Pond, she earned her undergraduate degree in English 
and an M.A. in historical archaeology from the University of 
Massachusetts-Boston. She worked for many years as a contract 
archaeologist across New England and, among her many profes-
sional accomplishments, discovered the site of Thoreau's bean 
field. After living in St. Louis, Mo., she and her family settled in 
Decorah in 2004, where she worked many years as the curator of 
the Vesterheim National Norwegian-American Museum.

▼ CLASS OF 1988N Eleanor "Ellie" Smith Southworth died at her 
home in Darien, Conn., August 28, 2015. Her survivors include 
her identical twin sister Alice Smith Clark '88 and her nephew 
Jonathan B. Clark '18. She studied fine arts and economics at St. 
Lawrence before finishing her degree at Boston University. She 
was the gymnastics coach at Darien High School and a youth 
coach at the Darien YMCA Gymnastics Center.

▼ CLASS OF 1989 Glenroy C. Manderson of New York, N.Y., died 
in June 2015. A chronic heart failure sufferer, in 1999, he was fea-
tured in a NOVA episode about the implantation of an electrical 
pump in his chest to assist with the pumping of blood through 
his heart. At St. Lawrence he majored in sport and leisure stud-
ies, played on the football team and was a member of the Black 
Student Union. He had worked as a teacher.

John A. Valerio died June 28, 2015, in Denver, Colo. He graduated 
cum laude with a degree in government and economics, then 
earned a law degree in 1994 and a master’s degree in 1996, both 
from the University of Denver. He was a transit and rail planner at 
the Colorado Department of Transportation, where he was dedi-
cated to promoting alternatives to the single-occupant vehicle, 
resulting in the creation of meaningful regional and intercity bus 
routes in Colorado. In addition to hiking, biking and backpack-
ing, he enjoyed traveling, visiting 15 foreign countries and several 
dozen major U.S. cities during his lifetime. He is survived by his 
parents and a brother.

We have also learned of the deaths of these Laurentians; 
memorial notices may appear in future issues:

CLASS OF 1943n Jay D. Northrup, July 16, 2015

CLASS OF 1944n Elizabeth Jennings Schrack, Sept. 23, 2015

CLASS OF 1945 Elfriede Lott Sobernheim, August 11, 2015

CLASS OF 1946n Merwin S. Greene, Sept. 20, 2015

CLASS OF 1948 Frances Pixley Cruikshank, August 3, 2015

CLASS OF 1948n Doris Campbell Safford, August 23, 2015

CLASS OF 1950M Margaret Taub Pointon, Sept. 18, 2015

CLASS OF 1951 Albert G. Baltz, Sept. 27, 2015

CLASS OF 1951n Joanne Keller Long, April 12, 2015

CLASS OF 1953 Helen Campbell Lautenslager, July 29, 2015

CLASS OF 1953 Marshall K. Gillette, July 17, 2015

CLASS OF 1954M Milton E. Marsh, Sept. 22, 2015

CLASS OF 1954n Robert C. Curtis, August 5, 2015

CLASS OF 1957 Jay T. Perkins, Sept. 2, 2015

CLASS OF 1958 Jerome Feldsott Fielding, Sept. 25, 2015

CLASS OF 1959 Patrick M. McDonough, August 10, 2015

CLASS OF 1961 Lorraine Watts Klouw, August 18, 2015

CLASS OF 1965 Richard L. LaVallee, August 25, 2015

CLASS OF 1971M Donald L. Sterling, August 23, 2015

CLASS OF 1971 John V. Fogg, Sept. 2, 2015

CLASS OF 1978 Mark C. Andrews July 31, 2015

CLASS OF 2000n David Adam Roberts, August 9, 2015

FACULTY AND STAFF
Thomas L. Berger, Piskor Professor of English Emeritus, died 
October 15, 2015. He was a member of the faculty from 1971 until 
his retirement in 2007, and received the J. Calvin Keene Award 
in 2000. A dedicated teacher, Prof. Berger was an eminent 
Shakespearean scholar, teacher, editor and bibliographer. He 
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Sharing the news of a death  We will publish in “In Memory” detailed memorial notices of the passing 
of Laurentians if we receive the information from a family member or friend in the form of a previously 
published notice (typically from a newspaper). Please send such notices to Shayla Snyder Witherell ’11, 
Advancement Services, St. Lawrence University, Canton, N.Y. 13617 or switherell@stlawu.edu. We will 
provide the name and, if available, date of death of others of whose passing we learn, and the complete
list of recent deaths can be found on the University’s website at alumni.stlawu.edu.

’In Memory’ is compiled by Shayla Snyder Witherell ’11, switherell@stlawu.edu.

The designation “n” with class numerals indicates that the 
individual did not graduate from St. Lawrence.  The designation
“M” with class numerals indicates that the individual earned 
a master’s degree from St. Lawrence in the year given.

was a regular contributor to the prestigious journal Shakespeare 
Quarterly, and was instrumental in bringing the Shenandoah 
Shakespeare Express (now the American Shakespeare Center) 
to St. Lawrence. But he may best be remembered as the long-
serving owner-coach, player-manager of the English Department 
Football Team. “Raconteur, rascal, wiseacre, bowtie-wearing 
bon vivant, Tom's wit, kindness and understated wisdom graced 
the lives of many,” said a published obituary at the time of his 
passing. A celebration of his life will take place this spring at the 
Blackfriars Playhouse (www.americanshakespearecenter.com) in 
Staunton, Va.                                                              

Emeritus Professor of Psychology John A. Ross died October 6, 
2015. A faculty member from 1965 until his retirement in 1997, he 
conducted research on a number of topics, including thirst and 
the central nervous system, and his work was published in a vari-
ety of scholarly journals. He served as editor of the journal of the 
International Society of Human Ethology and Man/Environment 
Systems. His primary teaching responsibilities included physi-
ological psychology and animal behavior, as well as introductory 
psychology; he also taught CPR. He was one of the University's 
pioneers in promoting interdisciplinary teaching and chaired the 
Institutional Research Board for many years.

Richard P. Riendeau died September 20, 2015.  He joined the 
faculty in 1958 as an assistant professor of physical education, 
and coached freshman football, basketball and baseball until 
moving on to Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in 1963.

Ed. Note: We did not have complete information at press time for 
our Fall 2015 memorial notice on Donald McKenna, who died July 
5, 2015. We regret the omissions; the full notice follows: 
Donald McKenna served in the United States Navy before begin-
ning his career in welding, and then joining St. Lawrence Univer-
sity in 1962 in skilled trades. He retired in 1992 and is remembered 
for his love of many sports and for his participation in the Canton 
community, both on campus and off.  Survivors include his son 
Raymond '87 and granddaughter Alexa '14.

THE EXTENDED LAURENTIAN FAMILY
Jerome Kohlberg Jr., retired president of Kohlberg & Company 
and president of the Kohlberg Foundation, died July 30, 2015. In 
1999, he and his wife, Nancy, established the Alfred C. Viebranz 
Endowment for Creative Writing in honor of his close friend, 
the late Alfred C. Viebranz ’42, St. Lawrence board chairman 
emeritus. The endowment continues to bring promising writers 
to campus; while in residence they live at The Kohlberg House, 
purchased with a gift from Al and Elaine Viebranz.
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What
the heck
is this?

oys and girls, it’s time once again to play “Mystery Picture”! 
Every so often, the good folks in the Vance Archives ask us 
to help them identify an unlabeled photo in their fascinating 

collection. Now it’s this one’s turn: What is it, when did it exist, and 
how did it work? We have a notion about the first question, but we 
want to hear from you, at nburdick@stlawu.edu. n

B
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MARCH 30 - APRIL 3, 2016

Whether you’re here on campus or halfway around the world, take part in our five-day celebration 
about what it means to be a Laurentian for Life and honor one of our most important traditions— 

Charter Day!

alumni.stlawu.edu
#L4LWeek

23 Romoda Drive
Canton, NY 13617
www.stlawu.edu
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